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"All authority has been given to Me in Heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations ...
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded ..."
Matthew 28:18-20

| "...The harvest truly is plentiful,
- but the labourers are few. Therefore,
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out

labourers into His harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38

"He shall have dominion also
from sea to sea and from
the River to the ends
of the earth. Those who

dwell in the wilderness

will bow before Him,
And His enemies will
lick the dust.”
Psalm 72:8-9
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"Cush will submit to God." ’ﬁ‘ﬂ’s" %ﬁ ,- 4
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hed Y rivers of Ethiopia, My
== L worshipers, The daughter
=1 of My dispersed ones,
N Shall bring My offering.”

Zephaniah 3:10

"That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those
in Heaven and of those on earth and of those under the earth and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.'
Philippians 2:10-11
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INTRODUCTION
WHEAT WouLD DAaviD LIVINGSTONE SAY TO Us TopAY?

An Example of Excellence
Dr. David Livingstone is an example of excellence. His life, legacy and literature continue to speak to us today.
The challenge of David Livingstone is most relevant to our times.

If Dr. David Livingstone was here today, what would he say to us?
We do not need to guess. We have his writings and published statements available. We can know exactly what
David Livingstone would say to us today. It is what he said to the people of his generation:

“The Salvation of men ought to be the chief desire and aim of every Christian!”

“All men have the right to hear God’s Word. No nation ought to hoard the Gospel like a miser!”
“Can the love of Christ not carry the missionary where the slave trade carries the trader?”

“If you have men who will come only if they know there is a good road, I don’t want them. I want men who will come
even if there is no road at all!”

“We must be uncommon Christians, i.e. imminently holy and devoted servants of the Most High. Let us seek that
selfishness be extirpated, pride banished, unbelief driven from the mind. Every idol dethroned and everything hostile
to holiness and opposed to the Divine will crucified; that holiness to the Lord may be engraved on the heart and
evermore characterise our whole conduct.”

“We have still a debt of gratitude to Jesus... and there is no greater privilege on earth, than after having our own
chains broken off, to go forth and proclaim liberty to the captives, the opening of prison to them that are bound.”

A Vision of Victory
Dr. David Livingstone was inspired by an optimistic view of the future. Like most of the missionaries of the
19t century, Livingstone held to the Eschatology of victory:

“Discoveries and inventions are culminative... filling the earth with the glory of the Lord. All nations will sing His
glory and bow before Him... our work and its fruit are culminative. We work towards a new state of things. Future
missionaries will be rewarded by conversions for every sermon. We are their pioneers and helpers... let them not forget
the watchmen of the night, who worked when all was gloom and no evidence of success in the way of conversions cheers
our path. They will doubtless have more light than we. But we serve our Master earnestly, and proclaim the same
Gospel as they will do.”

“A quiet audience today. The seed is being sown, the least of all seeds now, but it will grow into a mighty tree. It is as if
it were a small stone cut out of a mountain, but it will fill the whole earth.” Daniel 2:34-45

“We work for a glorious future which we are not destined to see, the Golden Age which has not yet been, but will yet be.
We are only morning stars shining in the dark, but the glorious morn will break — the good time coming yet.”

An Understanding of History

“The dominion has been given by the power of commerce and population unto the people of the saints of the Most High.
This is an everlasting Kingdom, a little stone cut out of the mountain, without hands, which will cover the whole earth.
For this time we work.”

“By different agencies, the Great Ruler is bringing all things into a focus. Jesus is gathering all things to Himself and
He is daily becoming more and more the centre of the world’s hopes and of the world’s fears.”

A Harvest of Souls

Today thereare over 500 million peoplein Africawho claim tobe Christians. Thisincludes: 150 million Protestants,
50 million Anglicans, 140 million Charismatics, 60 million Pentecostals and 100 million Independents. David
Livingstone ploughed in stony ground and sowed the Gospel seed that has produced this great harvest.

“All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall
worship before You. For the Kingdom is the Lord’s and He rules over the nations.” Psalm 22:27-28

David Livingstone Changed my Life!
The life and legacy of David Livingstone changed my life. As a new Christian, I imbibed many of the pre-
suppositions and tendencies of churches in the 1970s. I read The Late Great Planet Earth and There is a New World
Coming, Satan is Alive and Well on Planet Earth and other date-setting, end-times, rapture fever publications. I
was Saved. I loved the Lord. I was enthusiastically involved in Evangelism. But my understanding of Biblical
doctrine was actually quite shallow.

1



A Christian History of Africa

End Times Obsession

I imbibed the prevailing prejudice against Calvinism and was convinced that we were living in the last days.
Therefore I could not at that time consider marriage, or children. There was not enough time! I could not allow
myself to be distracted by such worldly matters as family and raising children. I needed to devote the last few
days on earth to snatching souls from the fire. The rapture was coming, surely before the end of that year! I was
completely closed to the idea of Theological training. What is the point? The Lord will have come before I can
finish my studies! Better to stay in the field winning souls in these last few days remaining.

The Puritan Hope

Then I read The Puritan Hope — Revival and the Interpretation of Prophecy, by lain Murray, published by
Banner of Truth. This book informed me that all of the pioneer missionaries of the 19" century missionary
movement were Calvinist and post-millennial! I had no idea what post-millennialism was, but when I
read that the Father of Modern Missions, William Carey, and the best friend Africa ever had, the great
missionary pioneer Dr. David Livingstone, were both Reformed and post-millennial, I determined to read
up more on these matters.

Sanitised and Censored

Earlier  had read a thin, modern biography on David Livingstone. It did not seem too extraordinary, because,
like many modern books, it had been sanitised. All controversial, or politically incorrect, details had been
omitted. The modern censored version of Livingstone’s life did not mention the ravages of the Islamic slave
trade, which David Livingstone confronted, documented and fought against. It left out his Calvinist convictions
and post-millennial eschatology of victory. The modern biographies left out the fact that David Livingstone
carried a six-barrelled revolver and a double-barrelled rifle. His violent confrontations with Islamic slave
traders and bold initiatives to set thousands of captives free were also apparently deemed too controversial to
include in these modern sanitised, abridged versions of Livingstone’s life!

Back to Original Sources

However, I have always been a bookworm and had a love for history. Finding most of the books available in
the average book shop today to be quite shallow and predictable, I have developed a preference for scouring
through second hand bookshops finding rare old first editions of these missionaries and pioneers.

Livingstone’s Travels in Mozambique

I was reading Livingstone’s Missionary Travels as I was following in much of his footsteps in Tete Province of
Mozambique in the Zambezi Valley in 1989. That was when I and the medical team I was leading were captured
by Russian forces and imprisoned in SNASP security prison in Machava, Maputo. What I learned from the
writings and from the exemplary life and extraordinary legacy of David Livingstone transformed my life and
ministry.

What Did I Learn from Livingstone?

I learned from David Livingstone the importance of discipline. He was disciplined in reading and in exercise.
He was self-controlled. Livingstone abstained from alcohol for life. He was temperate, duty orientated and
hard working.

Work Ethic

Livingstone’s work ethic is a rebuke to us all. From age 10 he worked 14 hours a day, 6 days a week, walking an
average of 34km a day, much of this in a crawling, or stooping position, amongst and under the machinery, or
balancing over it. Imagine the tremendous physical training this was for his later transcontinental expeditions
throughout Africa. This he did in the steamed heat and humidity considered essential for the production of

thread.

Hunger for Knowledge

David used his first week’s wages to purchase a book on Latin. Less than 10% of the children who worked in
the cotton mills ever learned to read or write. David not only learned to read and write, he taught himself
Latin, Greek and Hebrew. Each night, after work, he would attend a night school, 8pm to 10pm. Then at home,
he would study, often until midnight. Each morning began at 5:30am and his workday at 6am.

Disciplined Study

When he was studying Medicine and Theology, he would walk from Blantyre to Glasgow, refusing every offer
of a ride on horse carts passing by. He preferred the four-hour walk, often in the snow, in order to strengthen
his muscles for his chosen career in Missions.

Overcoming His Disadvantaged Background
Livingstone never accepted charity. Although being brought up in the poorest of circumstances, where a family
of seven were forced to live in a single room, 10 feet by 14 feet, without any electricity, plumbing, or running
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What Would David Livingstone Say to Us Today?

water. He worked and saved up to put himself through both Medical school and Theological College. David was
the first worker from the cotton mills to receive a university education. And nobody gave it to him. He earned
it and passed with high honours, receiving his Doctorate from the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons,
November 1840, and ordained as a Congregational Minister, 20 November 1840. Against all odds he achieved
far more than any would have thought humanly possible for someone born into such a poverty stricken and
disadvantaged background. He did not wait for someone else to open up Africa, to invent 4WD vehicles, to
build the roads and bridges. He drew the first maps of the Zambezi. He did not have an attitude of entitlement.
David Livingstone had a Protestant work ethic.

Doctrinal Steel

To achieve what he did, Livingstone was decisive, goal orientated and inflexible. Reformed Theology put
doctrinal steel in his backbone. He was a man of integrity. A man of his word. He meant what he said and he
said what he meant. He walked many thousands of miles across difficult and dangerous terrain to return his
porters to their village.

Holy Spirit Fire
David Livingstone understood the power of prayer. He had Holy Spirit fire in his heart, soul and mind. He
prayed and sang the Psalms daily.

Love for God’s Creation

He had a great love for God’s creation, for nature and for wildlife. His books are filled with intricate sketches
and fascinating details on animals and vegetation.

Vision

David Livingstone was inspired by the post-millennial eschatology of victory. He had a Kingdom vision.

Ministering to Body, Mind and Spirit

David Livingstone understood the greatness of the Great Commission. He worked to comprehensively fulfil
the Great Commission, ministering to body, mind and spirit. As a doctor, he ministered to the body, as a
teacher he ministered to the mind, and as a preacher of the Gospel, he ministered to the spirit. Wherever he
went he used his medical knowledge and training, his breadth of reading and learning and his deep faith and
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures to enrich and empower the people of Africa.

Actions Speak Louder Than Words

David Livingstone teaches us that actions speak louder than words. He was described as: “A man of resolute
courage”; “Fire, water, stonewall would not stop Livingstone in the fulfilment of any recognised duty.” Indeed he did
not let swamps, rivers, deserts, or mountains prevent him from opening up Africa for the Gospel.

The Great Commission Was His Supreme Ambition

David Livingstone was determined to make a difference. The Great Commission was his supreme ambition.
Christ’s last command was his first concern. He wrote: “T hope to be permitted to work as long as I live, beyond
other men’s line of things and plant the seed of the Gospel where others have not planted.”

In His Steps
‘I am a missionary, heart and soul. God had an only Son, and He was a Missionary and a Physician. A poor, poor
imitation of Him I am, or wish to be. In His service I hope to live; in it I wish to die.”

Dedication
“I shall open up a path into the interior, or perish.”

Faith
“May He bless us and make us blessings even unto death.”

Determination
“Shame upon us missionaries if we are to be outdone by slave traders!”

Perseverance

Battling rains, chronic discomfort, rust, mildew and rot, totally drenched and fatigued, and laid low by fever,
countless times, Livingstone continued to persevere across the continent. Trials tested the tenacity of the
travel-wearied team. Often Livingstone endured excessive and unnecessary suffering and deprivation, hacking
through dense jungle on foot, because lack of funds prevented him from affording the “luxury” of a canoe!

Not Sacrifices
“These privations, I beg you to observe, are not sacrifices. I think that word ought never to be mentioned in reference
to anything we can do for Him, who, though He was rich, yet for our sakes, became poor.”
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It is a Privilege to Suffer for Christ
The challenge of Livingstone rings out to us today: “Can that be called a sacrifice, which is simply paid back as a
small part of a great debt owing to our God, which we can never repay? ...it is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather, it
is a privilege!”

Sacrificial Service is More Eloquent than Sermons
David Livingstone emphasized that sacrificial service is more powerful than eloquent sermons. We need to put
feet to our Faith.

Exposing the Islamic Slave Trade

Livingstone also alerted the world to the cancerous sore of the Islamic Slave Trade. It was Missionary explorer
David Livingstone whose graphic descriptions brought the ravages of the East African slave trade to light. His
Missionary Travels and Narrative of an Expedition to the Zambezi exposed the horrors of the slave trade: “Two
of the women had been shot the day before for attempting to untie their thongs. One woman had her infants brains
knocked out because she could not carry her load and it; and a man was dispatched with an axe because he had broken
down with fatigue... those taken out of the country are but a very small section of the sufferers. We never realised
the atrocious nature of the traffic until we saw it at the fountain head, ‘There truly Satan has his seat.” Besides those
actually captured thousands are killed and die of their wounds and famine, driven from their villages by the internecine
war waged for slaves with their own clansmen and neighbours, slain by the lust of gain, which is stimulated, be it
remembered always, by the slave purchases of Cuba and elsewhere.”

Courage to Confront Evil
David Livingstone taught that you cannot be neutral in the battlefields of life. He had the courage to confront
evil. His fearless faith fought the good fight of Faith and set many thousands of captives free!

“Submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” James 4:7

Patience and Perseverance

David Livingstone is an example of extraordinary patience and perseverance. He overcame every obstacle.
Walking across the continent of Africa. He walked from Delgoa Bay (present day Port Elizabeth), up all the
way through Graaf Reinet to Kuruman, in what is today the Northern Cape. He walked across what is today
Botswana and all the way back across the Cape Colony to Cape Town, to place his family on a ship to return to
Britain. He walked from Cape Town across the whole of the Cape Province through what is today Botswana,
Zambia and Angola through to the Port of Luanda. He walked from the Atlantic Ocean across the continent of
Africa, crossing what is today Angola, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique to the Indian Ocean. “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

The Zambezi Expedition

He came back and explored much of the Zambezi River, the Shiri River and the Ruvuma River, walking across
much of what is today Mozambique, Malawi, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. “Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him who loved us.” Romans 8:37

Walking Across a Continent

On his third great missionary journey he walked across the whole length of Tanzania, much of Mozambique,
Malawi, Zambia, the Congo, and Burundi and finally died on his knees in prayer in the province of Luapula
in Northern Zambia. In his 30 years of dedicated missionary service in Africa, he walked from coast to coast,
across, what are today, 12 vast countries. He walked across a continent that did not yet have roads, bridges, or
purified water. “I shall try to hold myself in readiness to go anywhere, provided it be forward!”

The Power of the Printed Page

David Livingstone teaches us the power of the printed page. It was books that he read, such as Practical
Christianity by William Wilberforce, which channelled much of his life in dedicated labours to eradicate
the slave trade and open up Africa to the Gospel. Livingstone wrote Missionary Travels, the Zambezi

Expedition and his Journals, which inspired generations of missionaries to dedicate their lives to winning
Africa for Christ.

Mobilising Missionaries

Livingstone’s steadfast example inspired Mary Slessor to devote her life to Calabar (present day Nigeria), and
Peter Cameron, to launch the Africa Inland Mission. Peter Cameron had returned to Britain in failure after
his first Mission. However, when he read the inscription on the tomb of David Livingstone in Westminster
Abby: “Other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring and they shall hear My voice.”
Cameron was rebuked, inspired and resolved to return to Africa.

Strategic Thinking
Livingstone knew the power of the printed page and of public speaking tours. He also focussed on the universities
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What Would David Livingstone Say to Us Today?

as strategic for mobilising Reformers and Missionaries to fulfil the Great Commission. Livingstone saw rivers
as God’s highway to reach Africa for Christ. As all communities need access to water, rivers are a strategic artery
which missionaries should utilise to fulfil the Great Commission.

Leadership Training
David Livingstone believed in Leadership training. His vision was to establish Bible Colleges for Africans to be
trained as Evangelists, teachers and missionaries, to disciple the nations.

Lessons for Life

The life and legacy of David Livingstone has taught me the importance of discipline, exercise, reading, a
Christian work ethic, temperance, self-control, self-denial and to be duty orientated. His Reformed Theology
has put doctrinal steel in my backbone. He has taught me the importance of being a man of my word, a person
of integrity, and most important a student of God’s Word.

Great Commission Vision

The post-millennial Eschatology of Victory of David Livingstone has inspired me that we are not working at
uncertainty. The Lord who gave us the Great Commission will ensure that it is fulfilled. His promises and His
power are fully sufficient to empower His Church to fulfil His Great Commission, making Disciples of all nations,
teaching obedience to all things that He has commanded.

Raising the Standards
David Livingstone’s comprehensive vision of fulfilling the Great Commission, ministering to body, mind and
spirit has raised the standards of missionary service for all of us. It is a rebuke to religious tourism.

How to Change Your World

Actions speak louder than words. Sacrificial service is more powerful than eloquent sermons. We must put
feet to our Faith. We must recognise that we are in a world war of worldviews. Islam is a threat to Faith and
freedom. You cannot be neutral. Confront evil. Fight the good fight of Faith! Be bold. Be brave. Be courageous.
Be patient and steadfast. Persevere. Overcome every obstacle. Go forward in the Faith. Never forget the power
of the printed page. Invest in books. Invest in your mind. Read. Teach your people to love reading. Readers
make leaders. A reading Christian is a growing Christian. Do not forget the schools, colleges and universities.
They are strategic. We must disciple the next generation to be faithful to God’s Word and effective in God’s
service. Think strategically as to how to reach the nations for Christ. Make your life count for eternity!

In the words of C.T. Studd: “Only one life, it will soon be past. Only what is done for Christ will last!”
As William Carey declared: “Expect great things from God! Attempt great things for God!”
What would David Livingstone say to us today?

“I beg to direct your attention to Africa. I know that in a few years I shall be cut off from that country, which is now
open. Do not let it be shut again! I go back to Africa to try to make an open path for commerce and Christianity. Will
you carry out the work which I have begun? I leave it with you!”

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom shall I send and who will go for Us?’
Then I said, ‘Here am I! Send me!’” [saiah 6:8

Africa for Christ!

Dr. Peter Hammond

Frontline Fellowship

P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa

Tel: 021-689-4480

Email: mission@frontline.org.za
Website: www.frontlinemissionsa.org
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CHAPTER 1
THE CHURCH FATHERS IN NORTH AFRICA

Christianity in North Africa

North Africa produced some of the most influential intellects of the early Church. The history of the Church in
Africa begins in Acts, chapter 8, as the Deacon Philip baptised the Ethiopian Eunuch, the Treasurer of Queen
Candice of Meroe (Sudan) (in the Upper Nile region). The Church in Egypt claims an even earlier link to Christ,
as the infant Jesus was brought there by his mother, Mary and step-Father, Joseph to escape the murderous
king Herod (Matthew 2:13-18). After the Day of Pentecost, the disciples spread out across the known world
to take the Word of God to all people. John Mark arrived in Egypt around AD42. Philip travelled to Carthage
in North Africa, before heading East to Asia Minor. Matthew ministered in Abyssinia, what is today Ethiopia.

Alexandria

After the destruction of Jerusalem AD70, the Egyptian city of Alexandria became the most significant centre
for the development of Christianity. Alexandria was also home to the Septuagint - a Greek translation of the
Old Testament. Origen, head of the School of Alexandria in the early 3" century, is noted for compiling a
comparison of 6 translations of the Old Testament - the Hexapala. The Catechetical School of Alexandria was
founded in the late 2™ century by Clement of Alexandria as a centre for the Study of the Bible. The School of
Alexandria was noted for its allegorical interpretation of Scriptural passages. Anthony of Egypt (251-356)
fled persecution from the Nile Valley of Egypt to the desert in the West and lived a life of a hermit, laying the
foundations for the Monastic movement. His followers were known as the Desert Fathers.

John Mark

John Mark was born in Cyrene in North Africa. Early in John Mark’s childhood nomadic tribes invaded the
region, robbing and pillaging, looting livestock and stealing valuables. Mark’s parents suffered the loss of most
of their possessions and so migrated to Jerusalem. John Mark’s family were closely connected with the Lord
Jesus during His earthly ministry. John Mark was present at the wedding at Cana in Galilee (John 2:1-11).
John Mark was one of the seventy disciples sent out to proclaim the Gospel (Luke 10:1-17). The Apostle Peter
was a cousin of Mark’s father. Barnabas was Mark’s cousin. John Mark’s mother, Mary, played an active role in
the early days of the Church in Jerusalem. Her Upper Room was used for the Passover meal of the Lord Jesus
for His Last Supper with His disciples. John Mark accompanied his Uncle Barnabas and Paul on their first
Missionary journey to Cyprus (Acts 13).

Church Planting in Egypt

John Mark was the first Missionary to Africa, establishing a church in Pentapolis and then travelled to
Alexandria in Egypt. Alexandria was the greatest city in Africa and considered one of the greatest centres of
culture and learning in the world at that time. John Mark interacted with the Greek philosophers, Hebrew
Rabbis, Persian and Indian seers, and Egyptian teachers, who gathered in Alexandria, to debate world and life
views.

Martyr for Christ

In 68 AD, a mob from the Serapis Temple in Alexandria attacked John Mark and killed him. The Gospel of
Mark was the first of the Gospels to be written. The Church in Egypt continues to flourish despite enduring 14
centuries of Islamic persecution.

Clement of Alexandria

Titus Flavius Clemens (Clement of Alexandria) (AD150-215) was the first leader of the School of Alexandria. He
travelled extensively throughout the Mediterranean region debating philosophers and proclaiming the Gospel.
Clement was a Christian Theologian who taught at the Catechetical School of Alexandria. Among his famous
students were Origen and Alexander of Jerusalem. Clement’s parents were pagans, but as a young man, he
was converted to Christianity. In AD 195, he wrote Exhortation and in AD 198, Tutor. Clement provided much
practical guidelines for Christian living, arguing against gluttony, drunkenness, bad manners, elaborate and
expensive furnishings and clothing and overly passionate music and perfumes. He argued against promiscuity,
homosexuality, prostitution, adultery and vows of celibacy. He spoke out against the overt use of cosmetics
and men tending towards effeminacy. He argued against the idea that Christians should reject their family for
an aesthetic life in the Monastery. Clement also taught that Christians should not actively seek out a Martyrs
death, but that we should be unafraid of death, if we are called upon to give our lives for Christ.

Origen of Alexandria

Origen (AD 185-254) was a prolific writer, prominent Theologian, and effective preacher and teacher of the
early Church. Born in Alexandria to Christian parents, he was educated by his Father, Leonides, who was
martyred in AD 202, during the reign of Septimius Severus. In 203, Origen revived the Catechetical School of
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A Christian History of Africa
Alexandria, where Clement had once taught. Origen demonstrated much courage visiting Christians in prison,
attending court cases and supporting the condemned. He lived an ascetic lifestyle, avoiding all luxury and
comfort. He conducted ministry tours, including to Rome, studied Hebrew and taught on Biblical Exegesis.
One of Origen’s famous converts was Ambrose of Alexandria.

In Turbulent Times
In AD 214, Origen visited Arabia. This was during a time of tremendous upheaval, with a riotous uprising in
Alexandria and the plundering of the city, shutting whole schools and expelling foreigners.

Writing Ministry

After this time, Origen devoted himself primarily to writing and teaching. Ambrose provided Origen with
7 stenographers to take dictation in relays and as many scribes to prepare long-hand copies of his books.
Origen then began a commentary on the Bible, starting with John and continuing with Genesis, Psalms and
Lamentations. Ecclesiastical turmoil led to Dimitris, the Bishop of Alexandria, expelling Origen from Egypt.
After ministry in Greece, Origen settled in Caesarea of Palestine and founded a school, where he taught
Dialectics, Physics, Ethics and Metaphysics. His writing ministry was only broken by his journeys. In his over
6,000 works (scrolls or chapters), he wrote Biblical Exegesis, Systematic Theology, Practical Theology and
Apologetic Theology, including Commentaries on Books in the Bible.

Suffering for Christ

Under the persecution of the Roman emperor, Decius, Origen suffered “Bodily tortures and torments under the
iron collar and in the dungeon... for many days with his feet stretched four spaces in the stocks.” He died at age 69,
as a result of his tortures.

Tertullian of Carthage

Tertullian (AD 155-240) was a prolific Christian author from Carthage. Tertullian was a noted Christian
Apologist and Polemicist against heresy, particularly against Gnosticism. Tertullian is famous for being the
oldest Latin writer to use the term “Trinity” and his terminology was adopted at the Council of Nicea. 31 works
of Tertullian have survived. By the Doctrinal works he published, Tertullian became the teacher of Cyprian
and the predecessor of Augustine. Tertullian’s Father had been a Centurio Proconsularis (Aide-de-camp) in
the Roman Army. Tertullian was trained as a Lawyer. Tertullian wrote against the gnostic heresy and wrote
the Apologeticus, addressed to Roman magistrates. This was a powerful defence of Christianity against the
reproaches of pagans and proclaimed the principle of Freedom of Religion as an inaliable right, demanding the
right to a fair trial for anyone before they are condemned to death.

Defender of the Faith

Tertullian disproved prevalent charges against Christians - that they sacrificed infants at the celebration of
The Lord’s Supper, or committed incest (by marrying brothers or sisters!). Tertullian quoted from the testimony
of Pliny, the younger, that Christians pledge themselves not to commit murder, adultery and other crimes.
By showing that the idols and gods of Rome had no existence, he demonstrated that there was no pagan
deity against which Christians were offending. Rather than worship the emperors, Christians prayed for the
emperors. Tertullian wrote: “The blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the Church.” His five books, Against Marcion,
dismantled Gnosticism. Tertullian applied the Biblical picture of Babylon to the city of Rome and her empire.
He portrayed Rome as “drunk with the blood of martyred saints”.

Cyprian of Carthage

Cyprian received a classical education and after his conversion to Christianity, became the Bishop of Carthage.
Cyprian was converted at age 35 and after his baptism gave a large amount of his wealth to the poor. He
described his conversion in these words. “When I was still lying in darkness and gloomy night, I used to regard
it as extremely difficult and demanding to do what God’s mercy was suggesting to me... I myself was held in bonds
by the innumerable errors of my previous life, from which I did not believe I could possibly be delivered, so I was
disposed to acquiesce in my clinging vices and to indulge my sins.... But after that, from the help of the water of new
birth, the stain of my former life was washed away, and the light from above, serene and pure, was infused into my
reconciled heart... a second birth restored me to a new man. Then, in a wondrous manner, every doubt began to fade...
I clearly understood that what had first lived within me, enslaved by the vices of the flesh, was earthly, and that what,
instead, the Holy Spirit had brought within me was Divine and heavenly.” (AD Donatun). He was controversial and
courageous in opposing the Novationist heresy. His courage during an outbreak of the plague and in legal
cases, were legendary.

Dealing With Those Who Fell

In April 249 AD, Cyprian was chosen Bishop of Carthage. As severe persecution began under Decius in AD
250, many Christians fell away and signed statements (Lipelli) certifying that they had sacrificed to the
Roman gods, to avoid persecution, or confiscation of their property. Cyprian insisted that the Lapsi serve
public penance before being readmitted to the Church. As a schism broke out, a council of North African
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bishops gathered at Carthage to consider how to deal with lapsed and repentant members. The council
agreed with Cyprian’s position that lapsed members could be readmitted after a time of repentance and
probation. Cyprian resisted both the extremes of those who refused to accept back those who had betrayed
the Faith, and those who accepted them back without any requirement of public repentance and a time of
probation.

In the Face of Martyrdom

At the end of 256 AD, a new persecution arose under emperor Valerian I. When Cyprian was brought before
the Roman proconsul in 256 AD, Cyprian refused to sacrifice to the pagan deities and boldly confessed Christ
before the Romans. For this he was banished and placed under house-arrest. A new proconsul, Galerius
Maximus, in 258 AD, demanded that Cyprian worship the emperor, or be executed. His answer was: “Thanks be
to God!” He praised God and, after a time of prayer, was beheaded with a sword. 15 September is remembered
as the day of his martyrdom, in 258 AD.

Prolific Author

Approximately 60 Epistles of Cyprian survive, including his treaties On The Lord’s Prayer, On Public Games, The
Virtue of Modesty, On The Vanity of Images, In Praise of Martyrdom, Against Gamblers, Against the Jews, and The
Two Mountains: Sinai and Zion.

Athanasius of Alexandria

Athanasius (AD 296-393) was Bishop of Alexandria for 45 years. During this time he spent 17 of those years
in five exiles ordered by four different Roman emperors. Athanasius was the first patriarch of Alexandria to
use Coptic, as well as Greek, in his writings. Athanasius survived the 10" and last persecution of Christians
by the Roman Empire. One of his teachers, Peter of Alexandria, was martyred in AD 311 in the closing days
of that persecution. Athanasius was ordained as a deacon AD 319. In AD 325, Athanasius served as Bishop
Alexander’s Secretary at the first Council of Nicea. It was Athanasius who suggested the term consubstantial
(homoousion) which was adopted and embodied in The Nicene Creed.

Pillar of the Church

Athanasius is renowned as the chief Christian Theologian defending The Trinity against Arianism. The term
Athanasius contra mundrum (Athanasius against the world) comes from his stand against all attacks on the
Doctrine of the Trinity. Among his written works are: Against the Heathen, The Incarnation of the Word of God,
On the Holy Spirit and Against the Arians. Athanasius was later described as The Pillar of the Church, Father
of Orthodoxy and Father of the Canon of Scripture. Athanasius is highly respected by Protestants, Catholics
and Orthodox churches as the Theologian who best articulated and defended the Doctrine of the Trinity. The
Athanasian Creed is accepted by all branches of the Christian Church as the best description and defence of
the Doctrine of the Trinity.

Augustine of Hippo

Augustine, (AD 354-430) was born in Tagast in Numidia (now Souk Ahras, in Algeria) in North Africa.
Augustine’s father, Patricius, was a pagan, who converted to Christ on his deathbed. His mother, Monica, was
a devout Christian who prayed fervently for Augustine’s Salvation. In his biography, Confessions, Augustine
wrote of stealing, with his friends, fruit that they were not hungry for, but only because “it was not permitted.”
Of his own nature, he writes: “It was foul and I loved it. I loved my own error — not that for which I erred, but the
error itself.”

Confessions

In AD386, at the age of 31, Augustine was converted to Christ. He read Romans 13:13-14: “...not in revelry and
drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to fulfil its lusts.” His account of his conversion in Confessions has become a Christian classic:

“Late have I loved Thee, O Lord and behold,
Thou was within and I without, and there I sought Thee.

Thou was with me when I was not with Thee.

Thou didst call and cry and burst my deafness.

Thou didst gleam and glow and dispel my blindness.

Thou didst touch me and I burned for Thy peace.

For Thy Self, Thou hast made us,

And restless our hearts until in Thee they find their ease.
Late have I love Thee, Thou beauty ever old and ever new.”
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One of the Greatest Authors of All Time
Ambrose baptised Augustine in Milan and he was then called to be a minister in Hippo (now Annaba) in North
Africa, in what is today, Algeria. Augustine wrote on human depravity and the need for Salvation by the grace
of God alone, received by Faith alone. Augustine taught Grammar and Rhetoric. 350 of his sermons have
survived. More than 100 separate titles of his writings survive, including works Against the Arians, Donatists,
Manichaeans, and Pelagian heresies, On Christine Doctrine, On the Trinity, and The City of God.

Principles for Education

Augustine promoted widespread education, advocating the development of critical thinking skills. He
emphasised that the teacher must be careful to challenge the student with material which they do not yet know
thoroughly, to inspire the student with the importance, excitement and passion of a subject. He emphasised
that students should be given an opportunity to apply the learned theories to practical experience. He urged
teachers not to bombard the student with too much material, but to focus on helping students discover what
they do not understand. Teachers must anticipate questions and help students solve difficulties and find
solutions to problems.

Church Father of the Reformation

Augustine was arguably the most influential Theologian of the first Millennium. His books: Confessions and City
of God are amongst the most important books produced in Church History. Augustine clearly articulated the
Doctrine of Original Sin, Salvation by the grace of God alone and Principles for a Just War. Many Protestants,
including John Calvin, considered Augustine to be one of the Theological Fathers of the Protestant Reformation,
due to his teachings on Salvation by the grace of God alone.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Frontline Fellowship

P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725
Cape Town South Africa

Tel: 021-689-4480

Email: mission@frontline.org.za

Website: www.frontlinemissionsa.org
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CHAPTER 2
JoHN MARK

African Roots

John Mark was born in Cyrene in Africa. His Hebrew parents belonged to the Levite tribe. They were described
as righteous, God-fearing and wealthy. Early in John Mark’s childhood nomadic tribes invaded the region
robbing and pillaging, looting livestock and stealing valuables. Mark’s parents suffered the loss of most of
their possessions and so migrated to Jerusalem.

Privileged Upbringing

John Mark was given a good education and became fluent in Hebrew, Greek and Latin. His family was described
as very religious and they were closely connected with the Lord Jesus during His earthly ministry. The Apostle
Peter was the cousin of Mark’s father. Barnabas was Mark’s cousin. His mother Mary played an active role in
the early days of the church in Jerusalem. Her upper room was used for the Passover supper which was used by
the Lord Jesus for His Last Supper with his disciples. It was in the same upper room that the Lord appeared to
the disciples after His Resurrection. And it is also believed that it was in the same upper room that the church
was gathered in prayer when the Holy Spirit came upon them on the Day of Pentecost.

Eyewitness for the Gospel

John Mark was present at the wedding at Cana in Galilee (John 2:1-11). Church tradition identified young
Mark as one of the seventy disciples sent out to proclaim the Gospel (Luke 10:1-17). Mark was also identified
as the man who had been carrying the jar when the two disciples were sent to prepare a place for the celebration
of the Passover (Mark 14:13-14; Luke 21:11). John Mark was the young man who, on the night that the Lord
was betrayed and arrested, was following Jesus wearing a linen garment, and when they seized him he fled
naked leaving his garment behind (Mark 14:51-52).

Active in Acts

John Mark accompanied the Apostle Peter on his missionary outreaches in Jerusalem and Judea. It was in his
mother’s home that the church met for prayer when the Apostle Peter was imprisoned (Acts 12:12). When his
uncle Barnabas (Colossians 4:10) and Paul returned from Jerusalem they brought John Mark with them to
Antioch (Acts 12:25).

Desertion and Disgrace

When the Apostle Paul and Barnabas were sent off on that first great missionary journey by the Church at Antioch,
John Mark went with them. After their successful outreach in Cyprus, they travelled to Perga in Pamphylia where
John Mark left them to return to Jerusalem. The Scriptures do not mention his reasons. Whether it was the dangers
or homesickness, whether his zeal had ebbed, or his courage had failed him, Mark deserted the elderly Barnabas
and the sickly Paul, leaving them to scale the mountain passes to the Pisidian Antioch by themselves (Acts 13:13).

Disagreement and Division

When Paul and Barnabas set off on their second missionary journey “Barnabas wanted to take John, also
called Mark, with him, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in
Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they
parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas...” Acts 15:36-40

Recovery and Restoration

Happily, however, that is not the last we hear of John Mark. Despite this unpromising beginning to his missionary
career, John Mark came back and was later reconciled with Paul, proving himself in the field to become, in later years,
a faithful co-worker with Paul. We read in Colossians 4:10: “My fellow prisoner, Aristarchus, sends you his greetings, as
does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.”

“Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.” 2
Timothy 4:11

From initially being a failure, a deserter, a quitter, a man who had put his hand to the plow but looked back
and gone backward, causing a sharp disagreement and division between his cousin Barnabas and the Apostle
Paul, John Mark had gone on to repent, to restore, to make restitution and to rebuild Paul’s trust in him. So
much so that Paul, in his pastoral letter to Timothy, describes Mark as “helpful to me in my ministry.” Paul also
mentions Mark as one of his co-workers in his letter to Philemon.

Back to Africa
We need to turn to church history to find out what happened between that separation at the beginning of the
second missionary journey, and the later reconciliation and restoration with the Apostle Paul.

11
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Barnabas died and was buried on the island of Cyprus. After the death of his cousin, Barnabas, Mark was
guided to go back to North Africa to preach the Gospel in Pentapolis, his birthplace in Cyrene.

Alexandria

After establishing a church in Pentapolis, Mark travelled to Alexandria in Egypt. At that time Alexandria was
considered one of the greatest centres of culture and learning in world. It was certainly the greatest city in
Africa. Its colonnaded streets were as wide as two hundred feet. The museum and library of Alexandria were
some of the most impressive and imposing buildings anywhere on the continent. They contained some of the
rarest and best of human achievements including several million scrolls and books. Greek philosophers, Hebrew
Rabbis, Persian and Indian seers, and Egyptian teachers gathered to discuss and debate world and life views.

Yet, Alexandria at that time was also notorious for the drunkenness, decadence, debauchery and extravagant
fashions of the very rich.

All day Mark walked through the market places and streets of Alexandria. Towards evening a strap of his
sandal was torn and he turned to the first cobbler’s shop. As the cobbler was working the awl pierced his hand
and he took God’s Name in vain. Mark picked up some clay and applied it to the wound, prayed for him and
the man’s hand was miraculously healed.

Then, taking his cue from the cobbler’s blasphemous statement, he started to talk to him about the Creator God,
the Eternal Judge, and of His Son the Redeemer, our Lord Jesus Christ. The cobbler, Ananias, surrendered his
life to Christ and invited the evangelist to stay in his home. Ananias and his family were baptised - becoming
the first fruits of the church founded by the evangelist Mark. This was in 61 AD.

Soon many other Alexandrians were converted and the Christian faith grew dramatically. The authorities
became alarmed and the local Christians pleaded with Mark to leave town until the threat has passed.

Called To Rome

Mark travelled to Pentapolis and visited the church that he had planted. It was about this time that he received
the invitation from Paul to join him in Rome. Hearing that Mark had been forced to leave Egypt because of
the hostility of the authorities, Paul had sent for Mark to join him in Rome. Later on, Paul testified to Mark’s
usefulness in his ministry (2 Timothy 4:11).

Writing the Gospel
Mark also later became a co-worker with the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 5:13). It was under the Apostolic authority
of Peter that the Gospel according to St. Mark was written.

Laying Foundations for the Future

Both the Apostles Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome in 64AD. Mark returned to Alexandria in 65AD.
He found the Christians firm in the Faith and growing in grace and boldness. Mark established the School of
Alexandria to defend Christianity against the Philosophical School of Alexandria. He wrote the Liturgy of the
Holy Eucharist which was later modified by Saint Cyril. Many miracles were attributed to his ministry and
many converts were won to the Faith.

Persecution Erupts

In the year 68AD Resurrection Sunday fell on the same day as the Serapis Feast. A mob of heathen idolaters who had
gathered in the Serapis Temple in Alexandria were whipped up into a frenzy and poured out to attack the Christians
who were celebrating the Resurrection. Mark was seized and dragged by ropes throughout the city. The mob chanted:
“The ox must be led to Baucalis” Baucalis was one of the idols that was worshipped with sacrifices of oxen.

Light in the Darkness

In the evening the bruised and bleeding evangelist was thrown into a dark prison. There he was encouraged
by an angel who told him: “Now your hour has come O Mark, the good minister, to receive your recompense. Be
encouraged for your name has been written in the Book of Life.”

Mark thanked God for sending His angel to him and then he had a vision of the Saviour Himself who declared:
“Peace be to you, Mark, my disciple and evangelist! Be strong, for tomorrow you shall receive the Crown of Martyrdom.”
Mark rejoiced with loud shouts of praise to the Lord Jesus.

The Crown of Martyrdom

The next morning the pagans came in and this time tied the rope around his neck. Mark was dragged in the
triumphal procession of Serapis throughout the city until his head was severed from his body. As the pagans
fell upon his body to mutilate it, they attempted to burn his remains. But the wind blew and the rail fell in
torrents. Thunder and lightning dispersed the frenzied mob and the Believers were able to retrieve his body

and head to bury under the church he had founded.
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Mark and the Lions

The Gospel of Mark has always been symbolized by a lion. There are many stories that associate Mark with
lions. One story related by the Coptic historian Severus Ebn-el-Mokafa described an event earlier in his life
when John Mark was walking with his father Arostalls in Jordan. Two lions were striding towards them, and
his terrified father instructed John Mark to flee for his life. However the young boy assured his father that the
Lord God would protect them. He began to pray and the lions passed by without harming them.

An Enduring Legacy

From being one of the original seventy evangelists sent out by the Lord Jesus, John Mark preached the Gospel
throughout Judea, Asia Minor, Italy, Cyrene and Egypt. The churches he established in Egypt have flourished,
despite having endured nearly fourteen centuries of Islamic persecution. Many of the prayers and liturgies
that he originally drafted found their way into the Book of Common Prayer compiled by Archbishop Thomas
Cranmer during the English Reformation.

The Gospel of Mark was the first Gospel to be written, and it is the shortest. It also relates the most miracles.

The life of John Mark teaches us that failure does not need to be final. By God’s grace, our sins can be forgiven
and our weaknesses can be turned to strength in Him.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders, and the sin that so easily entangles us and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us. Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus, the Author and Perfector of our Faith.” Hebrews 12:1-2

Dr. Peter Hammond

Frontline Fellowship

P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa

Tel: 021-689-4480

Email: mission@frontline.org.za
Website: www.frontlinemissionsa.org

Sources:

The Story of the Copts by Iris Habib El Masri, 1987
Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox Church, by Tadros Yacoub Malaty, 1993
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CHAPTER 3
MATTHEW

“As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to
him, ‘Follow Me’, so he arose and followed Him. Now it happened as Jesus sat at the table in the house
that behold many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. When the
Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’
When Jesus heard that, He said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. But go and learn what this means: I desire mercy and not sacrifice. For I did not come to call the
righteousness, but sinners to repentance’.” Matthew 9:9-13

Matthew Levi

Matthew means “Gift of the Lord.” Matthew was a brother of James the less, and they were sons of Alpheus,
of the priestly tribe of Levi. Matthew was a customs officer in Capernaum (Matt 10:3) in the territory ruled
by Herod Antipas. He belonged to the class of beaurocrats called portitores, serving under the publicani, the
publicans who collected the taxes for the Romans.

Called
After Jesus had called Andrew, Peter, James and John, who also came from Capernaum, Jesus confronted

Matthew as he sat at the customs office at the gate of Capernaum: “Follow Me.” Matthew stood up and
followed Christ.

Introducing his Friends to Christ

The first thing that Matthew arranged, after responding to Christ’s call to follow Him, was to invite all of
his friends and associates to a meal in his home to meet Jesus. When the Lord was criticised for associating
with tax collectors and sinners, He responded: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. But go and learn what this means; I desire mercy and not sacrifice. For I did not come to call the righteousness,
but sinners, to repentance.” Although the tax collectors were most despised by the Jews, as corrupt and as
collaborators with the hated Romans, tax collectors, such as Matthew and Zacchaeus, responded readily to the
message of Christ.

Educated, Eloquent and Effective

It would appear that Matthew was the best educated of the Twelve Apostles. He certainly proved to be a gifted
writer, a faithful disciple and a most effective missionary of the Lord Jesus Christ. The early church father
Irenaeus wrote that Matthew proclaimed the Gospel amongst the Hebrews in Palestine and abroad. Clement
of Alexandria wrote that Matthew devoted fifteen years to reaching the Hebrews and the next fifteen years
of his life to ministering to the Greeks of Macedonia, the Syrians, the Persians, the Egyptians and finally the
Ethiopians, amongst whom he was martyred for Christ.

Hebrew Evangelist

Augustine observed that Matthew was the only one of the Apostles who wrote his Gospel in Hebrew. All the
other Gospel writers wrote in Greek. Eusebius recorded that Matthew had initially composed the Gospel in
Aramaic, and then in Hebrew. Later it was translated into Greek.

Christ Jesus is the Prophesied Messiah

The Gospel of Matthew clearly shows that Jesus Christ is the King and Messiah of Israel. More than any other
Gospel, Matthew emphasizes how Christ is the fulfilment of the Messianic prophesies of the Old Covenant.
Matthew quotes from Old Testament passages more than sixty times. He constantly refers to Christ as “the
Son of David”. In Matthew’s Gospel we read the signature phrase: “The Kingdom of Heaven” thirty two times.
This unique phrase occurs nowhere else in all of Scripture. Whereas the other Gospel writers refer to the
Kingdom of God, Matthew is very careful to honour the Name of God.

The Descendant of King David
The opening genealogy documents Jesus Christ’s credentials as the Descendant of King David, the Prophesied
Messiah, Israel’s True King in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies.

Five Discourses

Matthew records five major teachings of Christ: The Sermon on the Mount (Chapters 5-7); The Commissioning
of the Apostles (Chapter 10); The Parables on the Kingdom (Chapter 13); The Childlikeness of the Believer
(Chapter 18) and the Discourse on the Lord’s Judgment on Jerusalem and the nations (Chapters 24 and 25).
Each discourse ends with a variation of the phrase: “When Jesus had ended these sayings.” This is a pattern
signalling a new teaching section. Many commentators have seen a parallel between these five sections and
the five books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy).
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The Four Gospel Writers

As Mark primarily wrote for the Romans and emphasized the actions and miracles of Christ, and as Luke
primarily wrote for the Greeks, emphasising, more than any others, the teachings of Christ, so Matthew
primarily wrote for the Hebrews, emphasising Christ’s fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy. John’s Gospel
was primarily written for Christians who had already studied the previous three Gospels. John’s Gospel pre-
supposes one’s familiarity with the essential details found in the synoptic Gospels. For example, John never
refers to the Birth of Christ, nor to His Ascension.

The Conflict with the Pharisees and Sadducees

More than any of the other Gospel writers, Matthew emphasized the conflict between Christ and the religious
leaders of Israel. The clash between Christ and the Pharisees recurs throughout the Gospel of Matthew.
Matthew also mentions the Sadducees more than any other Gospel writer. The rejection of the Messiah of
Israel by the religious leaders is a constant theme throughout the Gospel. In no other Gospel are the attacks
against Jesus portrayed as strongly as here.

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

However, it is interesting to note that Matthew does not include the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector, even though that parable would have placed him in a favourable light and further exposed the
hypocrisy of the pharisees. “Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and despised others: “Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a pharisee and the other a tax collector. The pharisee
stood and prayed thus with himself, God I thank you that I am not like other men — extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all I possess. And the tax collector standing afar off would
not much as raise his eyes to Heaven, but beat his breast saying, God, be merciful to me, a sinner! I tell you this man
went down to his house justified, rather than the other, for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled and he who
humbles himself with be exalted’.” Luke 18:9-14

Unique Insights and Information

Matthew’s Gospel also includes events in the Life of Christ that are unique to this Gospel and are not found
in any of the other Gospel writings. For example, Joseph’s dream (1:20-24) and the visit of the wise men (2:1-
12); the flight of the Holy Family into Egypt to escape the murderous King Herod (2:13-15); the murder of
the baby boys in Bethlehem, by King Herod’s orders (2:16-18); the Apostle Peter walking on the water (14:28-
31); the dream of the wife of the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, warning him not to condemn this innocent
Man (27:19); the appearance of resurrected saints at the time of the Crucifixion (27:52); the soldiers posted
to guard the tomb (27:64-66); the earthquake (28:2); the bribing of the soldiers (28:12-13); and the Great
Commission (28:18-20) in addition, two of the miracles which we only find in the Gospel of Matthew are the
two blind men healed (9:28-30) and the tax money found in the mouth of a fish (17:24-27).

Parables in Matthew

Some of the parables, which we only find in the Gospel of Matthew, include: The parable of the weeds sown
amongst the wheat (13:24-30); the hidden treasure (13:44); the pearl of great price (13:45-46); the dragnet
(13:47-50); the parable of the unforgiving servant (18:23-35); the workers in the vineyard (20:1-16); the
parable of the two sons, the one who said that he would obey, but didn’t, and the other one who said that he
wouldn’t obey, but did, (21:28-32); the parable of the wedding feast (22:2-14); the wise and foolish virgins,
only half of whom were ready (25:1-13); the parable of the talents (25:14-30) and the teaching about the Great
Day of Judgment when the Lord will judge the nations as a shepherd separates the sheep and the goats (25:31-
46).

God in Matthew

Matthew’s Gospel teaches that God is good (5:45;19:17), Holy (13:41); longsuffering (23:37; 24:48-51); perfect
(5:48); powerful (6:13; 10:28; 19:26; 22:29); sovereign (6:26,33,34; 10:9, 29-30); incomparable (19:17); wise
(6:8,18; 10:29-30; 24:36); and a God of wrath and justice (10:28; 25:41).

The Stone that the Builders Rejected

From the flight into Egypt to Christ’s Crucifixion, Matthew paints the most vivid portrayal of the rejection of
Christ. Yet Matthew portrays Him as the victorious King who will one day return “on the clouds of Heaven with
power and great Glory” (24:30).

Matthew the Missionary

Matthew’s evident literacy and former experience as an official was well used by the Lord to prepare him for
his missionary work on three continents. There are reports of Matthew’s ministry amongst the Greeks in
Macedonia, amongst the Parthians, in Syria and in Persia. The Apostle Matthew is also reported to have raised
the son of the King of Egypt from the dead and healed his daughter from leprosy. The princess, Iphigenia,
then headed a community of virgins dedicated to serving the Lord. When a wicked heathen king threatened to

destroy her ministry, he was struck with leprosy and his palace destroyed by fire.
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Matthew

Matthew later travelled to the land of Axum, later known as Abyssinia, and today as Ethiopia. There he found
many of the Ethiopians prepared for the Gospel by their knowledge of the Law of Moses and the Old Covenant.
Since the time of the Queen of Sheba, for a thousand years, they had been followers of the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob in the land of Axum. Many of these Abyssinian followers of the Law of Moses readily accepted
Matthew’s testimony that Jesus was the Messiah, the Fulfilment of all the Old Testament prophesies. After
firmly establishing the church in Abyssinia, Matthew was speared and beheaded, reportedly in the year AD60
in Nadabah, Axum, what later became Abyssinia and today is called Ethiopia.

The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price

Matthew’s Gospel records Christ’s Parable of the Hidden Treasure and of the Pearl of Great Price: “Again, the
Kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which a man found and hid and for joy over it he goes
and sells all that 