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Please note: 

 

This document is one of a set, which consists of  
 

ISLAM as it sees itself, as others see it, as it is  

(TT1, 224 pages) 

 

THE ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN CONTROVERSY 

(TT2, 137 pages) 

 

A practical and tactical approach to MUSLIM EVANGELISM 

(TT3, 153 pages) 

 

In addition to these Teacher’s Manuals we offer the matching Student Handbook 

 

REACH OUT (60 pages) 

 
 

Recommended Literature at the end of a chapter is restricted to readily available sources. 

 

A Bibliography you can find at the end of each of the books. 

 

All Quotations from the Bible are taken from the New International Version, unless 

otherwise marked. 

 

All Quotations from the Qur’an are taken from the translation done by Yusuf Ali (New 

Revised Edition, Amana Corp. Maryland, USA 1989). 

 

Translations from other Islamic sources are at times rather unintelligible and contain spelling 

and grammatical errors, which we did not correct in our quotes, but some have been marked 

with a [sic], indicating the error. 

 

RReeaaddeerrss  wwhhoo  uussee  ootthheerr  ccooppiieess  ooff  aa  QQuurr’’aann  mmaayy  ffiinndd  aa  ssoommeewwhhaatt  ddiiffffeerreenntt  vveerrssee  nnuummbbeerriinngg  

ssyysstteemm  ((ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  iinn  SSuurraahh  55))..  TThhee  rreeaaddeerr  iiss  aaddvviisseedd  ttoo  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  ssuucchh  vveerrsseess  22  oorr  33  vveerrsseess  

bbeeffoorree  oorr  tthheerreeaafftteerr..  
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TTAABBLLEE  OOFF  CCOONNTTEENNTT  

IISSLLAAMM    

AAnn  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

  

11..  AARRAABBIIAA  BBEEFFOORREE  IISSLLAAMM  

TThhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  

LLiiffee  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

TThhee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  SSccrriippttuurreess  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

TThhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaannss  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

TThhee  ddeeiittiieess  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaannss  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

  

22..  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  ––  TTHHEE  PPRROOPPHHEETT  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

IIssllaammiicc  TTeerrmmss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  MMeeaanniinngg  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  VViittaaee  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  CChhiillddhhoooodd  aanndd  YYoouutthh  

HHooww  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  RReecceeiivveedd  RReevveellaattiioonn  

TThhee  AAbbbbyyssssiinniiaann  EExxiillee  ooff  tthhee  EEaarrllyy  MMuusslliimmss  

TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  CCoonncceepptt  ooff  PPrroopphheetthhoooodd      

AAlllleeggeedd  ‘‘PPrrooooffss’’  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  PPrroopphheetthhoooodd  

11..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  AAlllleeggeedd  IIlllliitteerraaccyy  

22..  PPrroopphheecciieess  AAttttrriibbuutteedd  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

33..  AAlllleeggeedd  MMiirraacclleess  PPeerrffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

44..  AAlllleeggeedd  PPrroopphheecciieess  aabboouutt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

PPrroopphheetthhoooodd  aass  DDeeffiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

TThhee  BBiibblliiccaall  MMaarrkk  ooff  aa  PPrroopphheett  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ––  AAllllaahh’’ss  WWaarrnneerr  ttoo  AArraabbiiaa  

TThhee  MMiirraajj  --  tthhee  MMyysstteerriioouuss  NNiigghhtt  JJoouurrnneeyy  ttoo  HHeeaavveenn  

TThhee  ‘‘SSaattaanniicc  VVeerrsseess’’  

TThhee  HHiijjrraa  ––  tthhee  FFlliigghhtt  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  ttoo  MMeeddiinnaa  

The Muhammad of Mecca and the Muhammad of Medina  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  tthhee  JJeewwss  ooff  MMeeddiinnaa  

TThhee  PPeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  PPeerrcceeppttiioonn  aanndd  AAsssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ggooeess  ttoo  WWaarr  

TThhee  IInncceennttiivvee  ttoo  FFiigghhtt  ‘‘HHoollyy  WWaarrss’’  

TThhee  OOppppoossiinngg  CCoonncceepptt  ooff  JJeessuuss      

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  AAttttiittuuddee  ttoowwaarrddss  hhiiss  EEnneemmiieess  

TThhee  MMuurrddeerr  ooff  KKaa’’bb  iibbnn  AAsshhrraaff  

TThhee  MMuurrddeerr  ooff  SSaallllaamm  

TThhee  MMuurrddeerr  ooff  AAbbuu  RRaaffii  

TThhee  MMuurrddeerr  ooff  MMaarrvvaann’’ss  DDaauugghhtteerr  

TThhee  SSllaauugghhtteerr  ooff  OOccbbaa  

TThhee  WWiivveess  aanndd  CCoonnccuubbiinneess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  AAffffaaiirr  wwiitthh  MMaarryy  tthhee  CCoopptt  
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MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  AAffffaaiirr  wwiitthh  ZZaaiinnaabb  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  MMaarrrriiaaggee  ttoo  AAyyeesshhaa  

CCoonncclluussiioonn  

PPeerrssoonnaall  AAddvvaannttaaggeess    --  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  TTeemmppttaattiioonn  

TThhee  FFiinnaall  EEppiissooddee  ooff  tthhee  LLiiffee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

AAnn  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn  

  

33..  TTHHEE  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

TThhee  FFiirrsstt  KKhhaalliiffss  

TThhee  EEaarrllyy  EExxppaannssiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm  

TThhee  FFiirrsstt  DDyynnaassttiieess  

TThhee  UUmmmmaayyaadd  DDyynnaassttyy  

TThhee  AAbbbbaassiidd  DDyynnaassttyy  

TThhee  TTiimmee  ooff  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeess  

TThhee  MMeeddiieevvaall  IIssllaammiicc  EExxppaannssiioonn    

TThhee  OOttttoommaann  EEmmppiirree  

TThhee  CCoolloonniiaall  EErraa  

IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  MMooddeerrnn  WWoorrlldd  

TThhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  

TThhee  CChhaannggiinngg  FFaaccee  ooff  IIssllaamm  TTooddaayy  

TThhee  SSoocciioo--EEccoonnoommiicc  LLeeaapp  

MMooddeerrnniittyy  

FFuunnddaammeennttaalliissmm  

LLiibbeerraall  MMuusslliimmss  

TThhee  OOtthheerr  OOppttiioonn  

TThhee  SSeeccttss  wwiitthhiinn  IIssllaamm  

TThhee  SSuunnnniiss  

TThhee  SShhii’’aahh  

TThhee  MMuuttaazziillaahh  

TThhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  

TThhee  AAhhmmaaddiiyyyyaa  

TThhee  BBaahhaaii  

TThhee  TTaabblliigghh  mmoovveemmeenntt  

SSuuffiissmm  

FFoollkk  IIssllaamm  

TThhee  OOccccuulltt  AAssppeecctt  ooff  FFoollkk  IIssllaamm  

IIssllaammiicc  ‘‘SShhaammaannss’’  

  

44..  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKSS  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ‘‘QQuurr’’aann’’  

CChhaapptteerr  DDiivviissiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

AA  CChhrroonnoollooggiiccaall  LLiisstt  ooff  tthhee  SSuurraahhss  

IImmppoorrttaanntt  CCrriitteerriiaa  CCoonncceerrnniinngg  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

……rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt  

……rreeggaarrddiinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  AAuutthhoorriittyy  

TThhee  AAffffeecctt  ooff  tthhee  RReecciittaattiioonn  aanndd  CChhaannttiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  iinn  AArraabbiicc  
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TThhee  LLiitteerraarryy  QQuuaalliittyy  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

TThhee  AAlllleeggeedd  SSuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

MMuusslliimmss  ddoo  nnoott  RReeaaddiillyy  AAcccceepptt  aa  CCrriittiiqquuee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

AAnn  IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  bbyy  tthhee  MMiisshhkkaatt  

The Qur’an – Revelation by Whom? ((tthhee  OOccccuulltt  PPhheennoommeennaa))  

TThhee  CCoollllaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

TThhee  RReevviissiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  UUnnddeerr  KKhhaalliiff  UUtthhmmaann  

MMuusslliimmss  CCllaaiimm::  ‘‘TThhiiss  QQuurr’’aann  wwaass  nneevveerr  cchhaannggeedd’’  

TThhee  DDiiffffeerreenntt  CCooddiicceess  

TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  wwaass  RReevveeaalleedd  iinn  ‘‘SSeevveenn  FFoorrmmss’’  

AAddddiittiioonnss  ttoo  aanndd  OOmmiissssiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

PPaassssaaggeess  AAddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

PPaassssaaggeess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  OOmmiitttteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

OOtthheerr  IInnccoonnssiisstteenncciieess  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

TThhee  PPrroobblleemm  ooff  AAbbrrooggaattiioonn  

CCllaaiimmss  ffoorr  tthhee  UUnniiqquueenneessss  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann    --  ““PPrroodduuccee  aa  SSuurraahh  lliikkee  iitt!!””  

TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  iiss  CCllaaiimmeedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  FFiinnaall  RReevveellaattiioonn,,  aanndd  ttoo  AAbbrrooggaattee  aallll  OOtthheerrss  GGiivveenn  BBeeffoorree    

TThhee  SSoouurrcceess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

CCoonncceeppttss  TTaakkeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPaaggaann  AArraabbiiaann  PPaasstt  

QQuurr’’aanniicc  CCoonncceeppttss  ttaakkeenn    ffrroomm  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  TTaallmmuudd  

QQuurr’’aanniicc  CCoonncceeppttss  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  AAppooccrryypphhaa  

QQuurr’’aanniicc  CCoonncceeppttss  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  EEaasstteerrnn  SSoouurrcceess  

QQuurr’’aanniicc  CCoonncceeppttss  BBoorrrroowweedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHaanniiffss  

AAnn  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn  

TTHHEE  HHAADDIITTHH  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  DDeeffiinniittiioonn  

TThhee  CCoonntteennttss  ooff  tthhee  aa--HHaaddiitthh  

TThhee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  aanndd  TTrruussttwwoorrtthhiinneessss  ooff  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  

SSoommee  IIssllaammiicc  TTeeaacchhiinngg  oonn  OObbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  tthhee  TTrraaddiittiioonnss  

AA  CChhrriissttiiaann  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  

  

55..  AALLLLAAHH  --  TTHHEE  GGOODD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

TThhee  vveerryy  WWoorrdd  ‘‘GGoodd’’  hhaass  MMaannyy  MMeeaanniinnggss  

HHooww  ttoo  RReeccooggnniizzee  tthhee  OOnnllyy  TTrruuee  GGoodd  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

WWaass  tthhee  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd  KKeepptt  AAlliivvee  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  ssiinnccee  HHaaggaarr  aanndd  IIsshhmmaaeell??  

TThhee  HHiissttoorriiccaall  RRoooott  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ‘‘AAllllaahh’’    

HHooww  iiss  tthhee  NNaattuurree  ooff  GGoodd  rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

WWhhoo  iiss  AAllllaahh??  

TThhee  EEsssseennccee  ooff  AAllllaahh  

AAllllaahh  iiss  AAllll--PPoowweerrffuull  

AAllllaahh  iiss  OOnnee  

AAllllaahh  iiss  AAllttooggeetthheerr  DDiiffffeerreenntt  

AAllllaahh  iiss  DDiissttaanntt  

YYaawweehh  EElloohhiimm    

IIssllaamm’’ss  RReeaaccttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  TTrriiuunnee  GGoodd  

TThhee  MMeerrccyy  aanndd  ggrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd  aass  ddeeppiicctteedd  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

TThhee  MMeerrccyy  aanndd  GGrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd  aass  DDeeppiicctteedd  iinn  IIssllaamm  
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TThhee  MMeerrccyy  aanndd  GGrraaccee  ooff  GGoodd  aass  DDeeppiicctteedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

TThhee  LLoovvee  ooff  GGoodd  aass  DDeeppiicctteedd  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

AAllllaahh’’ss  LLoovvee  iinn  IIssllaamm    

TThhee  LLoovvee  ooff  GGoodd  aass  SShhoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

TThhee  PPoowweerr  ooff  GGoodd  aass  DDiissppllaayyeedd  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

AAllllaahh’’ss  PPoowweerr  iinn  IIssllaamm  

YYaahhvveehh’’ss  PPoowweerr  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

TThhee  9999  ‘‘MMoosstt  EExxcceelllleenntt  NNaammeess  ooff  AAllllaahh’’  

  

66..  TTHHEE  TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

DDEEEENN  --  TTHHEE  PPRRAACCTTIICCEE  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

SSHHAAHHAADDAA  --  TThhee  CCoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  FFaaiitthh  

SSAALLAATT  --  TThhee  RRiittuuaall  PPrraayyeerrss  

AAllmmssggiivviinngg  

KKeeeeppiinngg  tthhee  FFaasstt  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  MMoonntthh  ooff  RRaammaaddaaaann  

TThhee  PPiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  

IIMMAANN  ––  TTHHEE  FFAAIITTHH  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

FFaaiitthh  iinn  AAllllaahh  

FFaaiitthh  iinn  AAnnggeellss  

FFaaiitthh  iinn  aallll  RReevveeaalleedd  BBooookkss  

FFaaiitthh  iinn  aallll  PPrroopphheettss  

FFaaiitthh  iinn  ‘‘TThhee  LLaasstt  DDaayy’’  

PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn  

HHOOWW  FFAATTEE  IISS  PPRREEDDEESSTTIINNEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  

PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn  aass  TTaauugghhtt  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn  aass  TTaauugghhtt  iinn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  

PPeeooppllee  aarree  CCrreeaatteedd  ffoorr  PPaarraaddiissee  oorr  HHeellll  

TThhee  WWiillll  aanndd  AAccttiioonnss  ooff  MMaann  aarree  PPrree--ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  

PPrree--ddeeccrreeee  ddooeess  nnoott  RReessuulltt  ffrroomm  GGoooodd  oorr  BBaadd  AAccttiioonnss  

There is neither Assurance of Forgiveness, nor of an Eternal Destiny 

It is Impossible for Man to Change what is Pre-decreed for Him  

THE NATURE OF MAN AS VIEWED IN THE QUR’AN AND THE BIBLE  

MMAANN  IINN  RREELLAATTIIOONN  TTOO  GGOODD  AACCCCOORRDDIINNGG  TTOO  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  
Man is a Creation of God 

Adam Abused the Choice God had given him – which Resulted in his Mortality 

God has Placed Man Over All His Creation – and made him Responsible for this 

Man’s Sinful Nature Grieves God 

Because Man Disbelieved and Disobeyed God, and because God is Holy and Righteous, 

His Judgment is sure to come 

Despite Man’s Fallen Nature, God did not Abandon him 

Because God Loves Man Divinely, He Desires Man to Return to Him. So He Made him 

an Offer to be Reconciled with Him 

God gave Man More than His Forgiveness and Love. He shared His Divine Nature with him 

Those Who Accept His Offer through Jesus are Born into God’s ‘Family’, and become 

God’s ‘Children’ 

MMAANN  IINN  RREELLAATTIIOONN  TTOO  GGOODD  AACCCCOORRDDIINNGG  TTOO  TTHHEE  QUR'AN 

Allah Created Man 

The Purpose of the Creation of Man, and his Nature 
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MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS AGREE that: 

THE CONCEPT OF SIN IN ISLAM AND THE BIBLE 

WHAATT  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEAACCHHEESS  AABBOOUUTT  SSIINN  

The Origin of Sin  

The Definition of Sin  

MMaann  hhaass  aa  DDeepprriivveedd   

WWHHAATT  IISSLLAAMM  TTEEAACCHHEESS  AABBOOUUTT  SSIINN  

The Islamic Definition of Sin 

WHAT THE QUR’AN TEACHES ABOUT SIN 

The Qur’anic Perception of the Origin of Sin  

How Forgiveness is Obtainable According to the Qur’an 

WHAT THE HADITH TEACHES ABOUT SIN, REPENTANCE, FORGIVENESS, AND 

PARDON FOR SIN IN THE QUR’AN 

THE SHARIAH 

The Formulation of the Shariah 

TThhee  SSttrruuccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  SShhaarriiaahh  

TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  HHaaddiitthh  PPrroovviiddee  tthhee  OOrriiggiinn  aanndd  FFoouunnttaaiinn  ooff  aallll  IIssllaammiicc  LLaaww  

SSuunnnniiss  aarree  DDiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  FFoouurr  SScchhoooollss  ooff  LLaaww 

TTHHEE  OORRIIGGIINN  AANNDD  MMEEAANNIINNGG  OOFF  SSAACCRRIIFFIICCEESS  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  

THE ISLAMIC TEACHING ON SALVATION  (Soteriology) 

Salvation in Islam is Achieved by Right Action 

Salvation in Islam is Obtained Through Mercy and Forgiveness 

Salvation in Islam Comes by Pre-decree 

AAnn  eevvaalluuaattiioonn 

TTHHEE  IISSLLAAMMIICC  TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  OONN  SSAALLVVAATTIIOONN 

SSaallvvaattiioonn  bbyy  rriigghhtt  aaccttiioonn 

SSaallvvaattiioonn  tthhrroouugghh  GGoodd’’ss  mmeerrccyy  aanndd  ffoorrggiivveenneessss 

SSaallvvaattiioonn  bbyy  pprree--ddeeccrreeee 

IISSLLAAMMIICC  EESSCCHHAATTOOLLOOGGYY    

DDeeaatthh  aanndd  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  ggrraavvee  

WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  lliikkee??  

HHooww  lloonngg  iiss  tthhee  ssuuffffeerriinngg  ttoo  llaasstt??  

WWhhiicchh  ssiinnss  wwiillll  bbee  ppuunniisshheedd??  

TThhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  eenndd  

TThhee  MMaahhddii  wwiillll  ccoommee,,  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  JJeessuuss,,  wwhhoo  wwiillll  kkiillll  tthhee  AAnnttii--CChhrriisstt  

AAll--DDaajjaallll  iiss  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  VVeessiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AAnnttii--CChhrriisstt  

JJeessuuss  wwiillll  DDeessttrrooyy  aallll  CCrroosssseess  

JJeessuuss  wwiillll  mmaarrrryy,,  hhaavvee  CChhiillddrreenn,,  DDiiee,,  aanndd  bbee  bbuurriieedd  nneexxtt  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

JJeessuuss  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  KKiinnggss  aanndd  LLoorrdd  ooff  LLoorrddss  

TThhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  DDaayy  

TThhee  DDaayy  ooff  JJuuddggeemmeenntt  

TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  DDeeeeddss  

SSiinnnneerrss  aarree  cchhaaiinneedd  

TThhee  BBaallaannccee  ddeecciiddeess  tthhee  ffaattee  

TThhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  DDaayy  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff  RReeccoommppeennssee    

OObbsseerrvviinngg  tthhee  LLaaww  ccaauusseess  ssppiirriittuuaalliittyy  

PPaarraaddiissee  

HHeellll  
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77..  TTHHEE  SSTTAATTUUSS  OOFF  WWOOMMEENN  IINN  EEAARRLLYY  IISSLLAAMM  

MMaarrrriiaaggee  

DDiivvoorrccee  

TThhee  rroollee  ooff  wwoommeenn  iinn  ssoocciieettyy  

TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppoossiittiioonn  

  

  

88..  OOUURR  VVEERRDDIICCTT  

TThhee  vviittaall  mmiissccoonncceeppttiioonnss  iinn  IIssllaamm  

  

  

99..  AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX  

KKaalliimmaa  

TThhee  SShhaahhaaddaa  

TThhee  SSaallaatt  

TThhee  KKaa’’bbaa  

TThhee  MMoossqquuee  

TThhee  NNaammeess  ooff  tthhee  111144  SSuurraahhss  

AA  BBrriieeff  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  TTeerrmmss  

WWhhoo  iiss  WWhhoo  iinn  IIssllaamm  

NNaammeess  ooff  tthhee  WWiivveess  aanndd  CCoonnccuubbiinneess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

TThhee  FFoouurr  GGrreeaatt  TTeeaacchheerrss  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww  

OOtthheerr  nnaammeess  aanndd  tthheeiirr  MMeeaanniinnggss  

HHuubbaall  

WWoorrdd  IInnddeexx  

BBiibblliiooggrraapphhyy  
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THIS INTRODUCTION NEEDS TO REPLACE THE FORMER 

ONE 

ISLAM 

  

An Introduction 

Although the West only focused on Islam in fairly recent times, it has been a religion and a 

world power for over 1300 years. It had its times of glory, and of decay, and recession. It 

hardly featured in Western history books, and only found attention rather recently in the media.  

This has changed dramatically in the last few decades. And what is the cause? The global 

migration, with the resurgence of Islam, as well as the variously interpreted acts of violence in 

the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, and those directed particularly at Christians in 

the Middle East, Indonesia, Pakistan, Nigeria, the Philippines and other places. These attacks, 

at first on US embassies and installations, then on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, 

drove home this point to the West. Islam is indeed on the move, and in the news. Two burning 

questions are confronting us: “What is Islam?” and “What is it up to?” 

The West with its humanistic worldview has grappled with the issue of understanding Islam. It 

is fundamentally different from the still prevailing Animism, Hinduism or Buddhism. It views 

itself to be an Abrahamic religion in line with Judaism and Christianity. It does, in fact, claim 

that Abraham, Moses and all the other actors of the Old Testament as well as Jesus and his 

disciples were actually all Muslims. Today’s Judaism and Christianity are assumed by Muslims 

to be perversions of their original, and Islam sees itself as being called to correct and cure the 

ailments of the Western world, which is perceived to be Christian. According to Islam, the 

present decay in it, can only be reversed by enforcing the order of Allah, the Shariah, i.e. the 

Islamic Law, on this decadent part of the world. The purpose of the Law is to cause all mankind 

to bow itself in submission to Allah, the One and Only God. 

Christianity was, and even is today, out of focus regarding Islam. In the past the Crusades, and 

other belligerent actions such as Colonialism, were just about the only ‘message’ the Muslim 

world received from Christianity. 

In order to acquaint Muslims with the biblical Jesus and his message, we will have to make an 

endeavour to understand the Muslim mind-set, and in order to be able to do that, we will have 

to understand Islam. 

This compilation with its biblical assessments wants to do that. 

We will, consequently, take a look at the founder and prophet of Islam, the books it believes in, 

the teachings it derived from that, and its present worldview and self assessment. 

These notes are a collection of resource materials rather than a book to read. They are meant to 

provide all the information and a teaching pattern for preparing teachers of Muslim Evangelism 

and anyone else who wants to know more on this topic, to intelligently share the Gospel with 

Muslims.  
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11..  AARRAABBIIAA  BBEEFFOORREE  IISSLLAAMM  aarriieell??        

TThhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  

DDuuee  ttoo  iitt  bbeeiinngg  llaarrggeellyy  ddeesseerrtt  ccoouunnttrryy..  tthhee  vvaasstt  AArraabbiiaann  PPeenniinnssuullaa  wwaass  aallwwaayyss  ssppaarrsseellyy  

ppooppuullaatteedd..  TThhee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  lliivveedd  tthheerree  ((11440000  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo))  wweerree::  

    PPaaggaannss  wwhhoo  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  iiddoollss..  

    SSoommee  JJeewwiisshh  ccllaannss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  sseettttlleedd  tthheerree  aafftteerr  tthheeyy  wweerree  eexxppeelllleedd  ffrroomm  IIssrraaeell  aafftteerr  AADD  

7700..  

    SSoommee  AArraabbss  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ffaaiitthh..  

    CChhrriissttiiaannss  --  mmaaiinnllyy  OOrrtthhooddooxx,,  CCooppttiicc  MMoonnoopphhyyssiitteess  aanndd  NNeessttoorriiaannss..  MMoosstt  ooff  tthheessee  lliivveedd  

iinn  tthhee  NNoorrtthheerrnn  RReeggiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  ttooddaayy  iiss  nnaammeedd  IIrraaqq,,  SSyyrriiaa,,  PPaalleessttiinnee,,  IIssrraaeell  aanndd  

LLeebbaannoonn..  BBuutt  tthheerree  wwaass  aallssoo  qquuiittee  aa  ssttrroonngg  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  tthhee  SSoouutthh..  

We also are told of some 'Hanifs' living there (six are mentioned by name in the biography 

of Muhammad recorded by Ibn Ishaq)(more about the Hanifs on p.95). These were 

apparently men who rejected idol worship and claimed to believe in 'the God of Abraham'. 

We are aware that Abraham's son Ishmael became the forefather of the Arabs. We have 

very strong reasons to assume, however, that the Arabs of the 6th Century A.D. had lost all 

knowledge of the God of Abraham (God = Allah in Arabic). This knowledge is likely to 

have been transmitted to the Arabs by their Jewish and the Christian contemporaries. 

 

LLiiffee  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

Life in Arabia was largely nomadic. Bedouin tribes moved from place to place to find grazing 

for their camels, cattle, horses and goats. But in the towns, particularly in Mecca and Medina, 

the inhabitants were largely traders and craftsmen. Mecca appears to have been a link between 

Africa (Ethiopia) and the Middle East extending to India, China and Europe. 

 

TThhee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  SSccrriippttuurreess  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

JJuuddggiinngg  ffrroomm  bbiibblliiccaall  ssttoorriieess  tthhaatt  aarree  rreefflleecctteedd  uuppoonn  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  iitt  sseeeemmss  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  CChhrriissttiiaannss  uusseedd  aappooccrryypphhaall  SSccrriippttuurreess..  TThheessee  aarree  lleeggeennddaarryy  ttaalleess  aabboouutt  JJeessuuss  

tthhaatt  wweerree  nnoott  iinncclluuddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  wweerree  nnoott  ‘‘aappoossttoolliicc’’,,  ii..ee..  nnoott  

wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  tthhee  iinnssppiirreedd  aappoossttlleess..  TThhee  JJeewwss  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  aarree  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  lliivveedd  llaarrggeellyy  bbyy  tthhee  

TTaallmmuudd  ((aa  rraabbbbiinniiccaall  ccoommmmeennttaarryy  oonn  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt))  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt  iinn  tthheeiirr  

ddaayy  ttoo  ddaayy  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn..  

    

TThhee  RReelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPaaggaannss  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

IInn  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppllaacceess  tthhee  ppaaggaannss  hhaadd  bbuuiilltt  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  KKaa''bbaass..  TThheessee  wweerree  ccuubbee--lliikkee  tteemmpplleess  

bbuuiilltt  ooff  ssttoonneess..  TThhee  ppaaggaannss  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ddeeiittiieess  ((ggooddss))  lliivveedd  iinn  tthheessee  sshhrriinneess..  TThhee  mmoosstt  

pprroommiinneenntt  ooff  tthheessee  wwaass  ppllaacceedd  iinn  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  llaatteerr  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  wwoorrsshhiipp..  

DDeeiittiieess  aanndd  iiddoollss  wweerree  ssoouurrcceess  ooff  ppoowweerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaaggaannss..  TThhrroouugghh  tthheemm  tthheeyy  ssoouugghhtt  pprrootteeccttiioonn  

aanndd  gguuiiddaannccee  aass  wweellll  aass  rreeffuuggee  ffrroomm  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  ccaallaammiittyy..  

DDeeiittiieess  ooff  tthhee  PPaaggaannss  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  

IItt  iiss  ggeenneerraallllyy  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  iinn  pprree--IIssllaammiicc  MMeeccccaa  ssoommee  336600  ddeeiittiieess  wweerree  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd..  TThhiiss  iiss  

bbaasseedd  oonn    aa  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  rreeccoorrddeedd  bbyy  WWaaqqqqiiddii,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  bboorrnn  112200  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  
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MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ddeeaatthh..  EEaarrlliieerr  bbiiooggrraapphhiieess  aanndd  rreeppoorrttss  mmaakkee  nnoo  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthhaatt  nnuummbbeerr..  TThhee  

‘‘KKiittaabb  aall--AAssnnaamm’’  ((‘‘TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  IIddoollss’’))  bbyy  iibbnn  aall--KKaallbbii  mmeennttiioonnss  oonnllyy  2277  bbyy  nnaammee,,  aanndd  tthheessee  

wweerree  nnoott  aallll  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa..  

IItt  iiss  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhaatt,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  eeaarrllyy  IIssllaammiicc  ssoouurrccee  mmaatteerriiaallss,,  wwee  

oonnllyy  kknnooww  ooff  tthhrreeee  ssccuullppttuurreedd  iiddoollss,,  ccaalllleedd  ''ssaannaamm''..  AAllll  ootthheerr  ddeeiittiieess  wweerree  aassssuummeedd  ttoo  lliivvee  iinn  

uunnsshhaappeedd  ssttoonneess,,  wwhhiicchh,,  iinn  ttuurrnn,,  wweerree  bbuuiilltt  iinnttoo  aa  KKaa’’bbaa..  IInn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  iiddoollss,,  tthheessee  ssttoonneess  

wweerree  nnaammeedd  ''wwaatthhaamm''..  TThhee  bbeesstt  kknnoowwnn  iiddooll  wwaass  HHuubbaall,,  tthhee  ootthheerr  ttwwoo  wweerree  IIssaaff  aanndd  NNaa''iillaahh..  

TThheessee  ttwwoo  wweerree  bbeelliieevveedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lloovveerrss,,  wwhhoo  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ffoorrnniiccaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  aanndd  aass  

aa  rreessuulltt  wweerree  ttuurrnneedd  iinnttoo  ssttoonnee..  TThheeyy  wweerree  ppllaacceedd  oonn  ttwwoo  lliittttllee  hhiillllss  nneeaarr  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  ((SSaaffaa  aanndd  

MMaarrwwaa)),,  wwhhiillee  HHuubbaall  wwaass  aaccttuuaallllyy  aaccccoommmmooddaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  ooff  MMeeccccaa  ((‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  pp..  

9977)),,  aanndd  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  oonnllyy  iimmaaggee  tthheerree..  BBeeffoorree  aanndd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  tthhee  

QQuurraaiisshh  ((iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  MMeeccccaa))  ccaalllleedd  HHuubbaall  ‘‘tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  HHoouussee’’  ((KKaa''bbaa))  aanndd  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

ccaallllss  oonn  tthheemm  ttoo  ““aaddoorree  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  HHoouussee””  ((SSuurraahh  110066::33))..  AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhiiss  iiss  iinntteerrpprreetteedd  

ddiiffffeerreennttllyy  ttooddaayy,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ccaalllleedd  hhiimm  tthhee  ‘‘LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  CCiittyy’’  ((ii..ee..  MMeeccccaa))  aanndd  wwaass  

ccoommmmaannddeedd  ttoo  sseerrvvee  hhiimm  ((SSuurraahh  2277::9911))..  TThhiiss  iiss  iinnddeeeedd  aa  ccaauussee  ffoorr  mmuucchh  ccoonncceerrnn..    

TThhee  AAppppeennddiixx  ggiivveess  aa  ffuulllleerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  HHuubbaall  aanndd  tthhee  ooccccuulltt  pprraaccttiicceess  tthhee  ggrraannddffaatthheerr  

aanndd  ffaatthheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm  ((‘‘HHuubbaall  ––  tthhee  SSuussppeecctt’’  pppp..119955))..  

    

        

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

        WWEE  RREECCAALLLL::  

AArraabbiiaa  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  llaarrggeellyy  ppaaggaann  wwiitthh  aa  pprreesseennccee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  JJeewwss  

aanndd  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonnss  ((ee..gg..  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaann))  
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22..  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  ––  TTHHEE  PPRROOPPHHEETT  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM    

  

IISSLLAAMMIICC  TTEERRMMSS  AANNDD  TTHHEEIIRR  MMEEAANNIINNGG      

WWhheenn  llooookkiinngg  iinnttoo  IIssllaamm  wwee  ccaannnnoott  aavvooiidd  ttoo  uussee  ssoommee  AArraabbiicc  tteerrmmss..    WWee  wwiillll  lleeaarrnn  tthheemm  aass  

wwee  pprroocceeeedd..  BBuutt  tthheerree  aarree  tthhrreeee  wwoorrddss,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ffoouunnddaattiioonnaall::  

  

    MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  ((aanndd  AAhhmmaadd))    ==  TThhee  PPrraaiisseedd  OOnnee  

    IISSLLAAMM    ==  SSuubbmmiissssiioonn  ((ttoo  AAllllaahh))  

    MMUUSSLLIIMM    ==  SSoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  ssuubbmmiittss  ttoo  AAllllaahh  

MMoosstt  AArraabbiicc  wwoorrddss  ccaann  bbee  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  aa  rroooott  wwoorrdd,,  wwhhiicchh  ccoonnssiissttss  ooff  tthhrreeee  lleetttteerrss..  OOrriiggiinnaall  

AArraabbiicc  ssccrriipptt  ddooeess  nnoott  sshhooww  vvoowweellss,,  bbuutt  oonnllyy  ccoonnssoonnaannttss..  TToo  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  tthhiiss,,  wwee  wwrriittee  tthhee  

vvoowweellss  ooff  ttwwoo  kkeeyywwoorrddss  iinn  ssmmaallll  lleetttteerrss  aanndd  tthhee  ccoonnssoonnaannttss  iinn  ccaappiittaallss..  

NNoottee::  tthhee  rroooott  lleetttteerrss  ffoorr  IIssllaamm  ,,  MMuusslliimm,,  aanndd  PPeeaaccee  iinn  AArraabbiicc  aarree::  SS  LL  MM  

            iiSSLLaaMM  

            mmuuSSLLiiMM  

            SSaaLLaaaaMM    

  

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD’’ss  CCUURRRRIICCUULLUUMM  VVIITTAAEE    

  

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD’’ss  CCHHIILLDDHHOOOODD  AANNDD  YYOOUUTTHH      

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  AAbbdduullllaahh  aanndd  AAmmiinnaa..  HHee  wwaass  bboorrnn  557700  AADD  iinn  MMeeccccaa..  HHiiss  ffaatthheerr  

ddiieedd  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  bbiirrtthh,,  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  jjuusstt  66..  AAfftteerr  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  uupp  bbyy  hhiiss  

ggrraannddffaatthheerr  AAbbdduu''ll  MMuuttttaalliibb  aanndd  aafftteerr  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  bbyy  hhiiss  uunnccllee  AAbbuu  TTaalliibb..  HHee  wwaass  aa  pprroommiinneenntt  

mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  ccllaann  ooff  HHaasshhiimm,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurraaiisshh  ttrriibbee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  AAbbdduu''ll  MMuuttttaalliibb  

wwaass  tthhee  cchhiieeff..  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  qquuiieett,,  aammiiaabbllee  aanndd  pplleeaassaanntt  bbooyy,,  bbuutt  aallrreeaaddyy  iinn  hhiiss  

cchhiillddhhoooodd  hhee  hhaadd  ssoommee  ooccccuulltt  eexxppoossuurree  ((sseeee  aallssoo  pppp..1144--1155,,  7733--7766))..  

BBeeiinngg  ppaarrtt  ooff  aa  mmeerrcchhaanntt  ffaammiillyy,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  aaccccoommppaannyyiinngg  ttrraaddiinngg  ccaarraavvaannss,,  ttrraavveelleedd  

wwiiddeellyy  aallrreeaaddyy  aass  aa  yyoouunngg  mmaann..  AAtt  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  2255  hhee  ggoott  mmaarrrriieedd  ttoo  KKhhaaddiijjaahh,,  iinn  wwhhoossee  eemmppllooyy  

hhee  wwaass..  SShhee  wwaass  1155  yyeeaarrss  hhiiss  sseenniioorr  aanndd  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  wwiiddoowweedd  ttwwiiccee  bbeeffoorree..  TThhee  mmaarrrriiaaggee  wwaass  

sseeeemmiinnggllyy  aa  hhaappppyy  oonnee,,  aanndd  22  bbooyyss  aanndd  44  ggiirrllss  wweerree  bboorrnn  ttoo  tthheemm..  KKhhaaddiiddjjaahh  ddiieedd  aafftteerr  2255  

yyeeaarrss  ooff  mmaarrrriiaaggee..  

  

AADD  557700  BBiirrtthh  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,    

AADD  557766  tthhee  DDeeaatthh  ooff  hhiiss  mmootthheerr;;  aafftteerr  tthhaatt  hhee  iiss  ffiirrsstt  rraaiisseedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ggrraannddffaatthheerr    

aanndd  tthheerreeaafftteerr  bbyy  hhiiss  uunnccllee..    

AADD  559955  MMaarrrriiaaggee  ttoo  KKhhaaddiijjaa,,  aa  wweeaalltthhyy  wwiiddooww..  

AAbboouutt  AADD  661100  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  rreevveellaattiioonn  aatt  MMoouunntt  HHiirraa;;  SSuurraahh  9966::11--55..  

AADD  662200  DDeeaatthh  ooff  KKhhaaddiijjaa  aanndd  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennttiiaall  uunnccllee  AAbbuu  TTaalliibb;;  lleeaaddss  ttoo  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  pprreessssuurree,,                      

AADD  662222  FFlliigghhtt  ttoo  YYaatthhrriibb//MMeeddiinnaa;;  ssttaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  CCaalleennddaarr..  

    AADD  663300  CCoonnqquueesstt  ooff  MMeeccccaa;;  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  ppeenniinnssuullaa  ssuurrrreennddeerrss  ttoo  IIssllaamm..    

AADD  663322  DDeeaatthh  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  
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OOnn  hhiiss  ttrraavveellss  ttoo  NNoorrtthheerrnn  AArraabbiiaa  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  mmeett  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  aanndd  ssuurreellyy  

bbeeccaammee  aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  wwiitthh  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  bbiibblliiccaall  ssttoorriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  hhiimm..  ((SSuurraahhss  1144  

aanndd  1155))..  AA  ssttoorryy  tteellllss  uuss  tthhaatt  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  MMoonnkk  bbyy  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  BBaahhiirraa  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  hhiimm  aass  aa  

pprroopphheett,,  aann  eexxppeerriieennccee,,  wwhhiicchh  mmiigghhtt  hhaavvee  iinnfflluueenncceedd  iiss  eennttiirree  lliiffee  ((‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’,,  ttrraannssllaatteedd  

bbyy  Alfred Guilllaume, The Life of Muhammad, First Print 1955, Ninth Edition 1990, page 

79-81. 

WWaarraaqqaa  iibbnn  NNaauuffaall,,  aa  ccoouussiinn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  wwiiffee  KKhhaaddiijjaahh,,  wwaass  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  iinn  MMeeccccaa..  HHee  iiss  

ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ttrraannssllaatteedd  ((ppaarrtt  ooff??))  ““tthhee  GGoossppeell  ffrroomm  HHeebbrreeww  iinnttoo  AArraabbiicc””  ((DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  

IIssllaamm  bbyy  TT..PP..  HHuugghheess,,  aall--BBuukkhhaarrii  II,,  33  aanndd  SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  bbyy  iibbnn  IIsshhaaqq  vvssss..  114433--114455))..  WWee  mmaayy  

wweellll  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  hhee  ttoooo  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  

  

HHOOWW  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  RREEVVEELLAATTIIOONN  

AAfftteerr  ttiimmeess  ooff  sseecclluussiioonn  iinn  aa  ccaavvee  ooff  MMtt..  HHiirraa  nneeaarr  MMeeccccaa,,  wwhheerree  hhee  wweenntt  ttoo  mmeeddiittaattee,,  hhee  hhaadd  

hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  rreevveellaattiioonn  iinn  aa  ccaavvee  ooff  tthhiiss  mmoouunnttaaiinn,,  wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  aabboouutt  4400  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  ((661100  AADD)):: 

Ayesha reported: The commencement (of the Divine Inspiration) to 

Allah's Apostle was in the form of true dreams in his sleep, for he 

never had a dream but it turned out to be true and clear as the bright 

daylight. Then he began to like seclusion, so he used to go in seclusion 

in the cave of Hira where he used to worship Allah continuously for 

many nights before going back to his family to take the necessary 

provision (of food) for the stay. He come back to (his wife) Khadija 

again to take his provision (of food) likewise, till one day he received 

the Guidance while he was in the cave of Hira. An Angel came to him 

and asked him to read. Allah's Apostle replied, "I do not know how to 

read." The Prophet added, "Then the Angel held me (forcibly) and 

pressed me so hard that I felt distressed. Then he released me and 

again asked me to read, and I replied, 'I do not know how to read.' 

Thereupon he held me again and pressed me for the second time till I 

felt distressed. He then released me and asked me to read, but again I 

replied. 'I do not know how to read.' Thereupon he held me for the 

third time and pressed me till I got distressed, and then he released me 

and said, 'Read, in the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that 

exists), has created man out of a clot, Read! And your Lord is the 

Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught 

man that which he knew not.' "   Surah 96.1-5. 

Then Allah's Apostle returned with that experience; and the muscles 

between his neck and shoulders were trembling till he came upon 

Khadija (his wife) and said, "Cover me!" They covered him, and when 

the state of fear was over, he said to Khadija, "O Khadija! What is 

wrong with me? I was afraid that something bad might happen to me." 

Then he told her the story. Khadija said, "Nay! But receive the good 

tidings! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you, for by Allah, you 

keep good relations with your kith and kin, speak the truth, help the 

poor and the destitute, entertain your guests generously and assist 

those who are stricken with calamities." Khadija then took him to 

Waraqa bin Naufil, the son of Khadija's paternal uncle. Waraqa had 

been converted to Christianity in the Pre-Islamic Period and used to 

write Arabic and write of the Gospel in Arabic as much as Allah 
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wished him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight. 

Khadija said (to Waraqa), "O my cousin! Listen to what your nephew 

is going to say." Waraqa said, "O my nephew! What have you seen?" 

The Prophet then described whatever he had seen. Waraqa said, "This 

is the same Angel (Gabriel) who was sent to Moses. I wish I were 

young."   Sahih al-Bukhari 6.478 

 

WWee  mmaayy  qquueessttiioonn  tthhee  aabboovvee  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  rreevveellaattiioonn..  HHoowweevveerr,,  ssiinnccee  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ssttrroonnggllyy  

ccoonnttrraaddiiccttss  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  wwee  mmaayy  wweellll  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwaass  aann  iinnssppiirraattiioonn,,  tthhoouugghh  iitt  ddiidd  nnoott  ccoommee  

ffrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  ssoouurrccee  aass  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  

TThhee  oollddeesstt  aanndd  tthhuuss  mmoosstt  rreelliiaabbllee  bbiiooggrraapphheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  iibbnn  IIsshhaaqq,,  rreeppoorrttss:: 

    When it was the night on which God honoured him with his mission and 

showed mercy on His servants thereby, Gabriel brought him the 

command of God. "He came to me", said the apostle of God, 'while I 

was asleep, with a coverlet of brocade whereon was some writing, and 

said, "Read!.   ‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  vvss..  115522  

  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ffiirrsstt  rreevveellaattiioonnss  bbiitttteerrllyy  aattttaacckkeedd  ppoollyytthheeiissmm  ((==  bbeelliieeff  iinn  mmaannyy  ggooddss))  aanndd  

iiddoollaattrryy..  SSuurraahhss  ((==  cchhaapptteerrss))  oonn  jjuuddggmmeenntt  aanndd  ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn  wweerree  rreecceeiivveedd  --  aanndd  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd..  

TThhee  eeaarrlliieerr  rreevveellaattiioonnss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  rreecceeiivveedd  iinn  MMeeccccaa,,  wweerree  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  aa  ssuuppeerriioorr  ssttyyllee  ttoo  

tthhoossee  rreecceeiivveedd  llaatteerr  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa..  MMoosstt  MMeeccccaann  SSuurraahhss  aappppeeaarr  ((iinn  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  AArraabbiicc))  iinn  

bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ppooeettrryy..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  rreejjeecctteedd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  mmaayybbee  tthheeiirr  

oowwnn  rreelliiggiioonn  pprreesseenntteedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  aa  ggooooddllyy  iinnccoommee  ffrroomm  nnoommaaddiicc  ppaaggaannss  wwhhoo  ccaammee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  ffeessttiivviittiieess  aatt  tthhee  KKaa’’bbaa,,  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  sshhrriinnee..  TThhee  MMeeccccaannss  tthheemmsseellvveess  wweerree  

sseeeemmiinnggllyy  nnoott  vveerryy  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn..    

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ccoonnvviinncceedd  ssoommee  MMeeccccaannss  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  ccoonnvveerrttss  iinn  ssppiittee  ooff  hhiiss  ppaaiinnffuull  

rreejjeeccttiioonn  aanndd  rriiddiiccuullee..  IItt  ssppeeaakkss  ffoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  iinniittiiaall  ssiinncceerriittyy  tthhaatt  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  ccoonnvveerrtt  wwaass  hhiiss  

wwiiffee..  

  

TTHHEE  AABBBBYYSSSSIINNIIAANN  EEXXIILLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  EEAARRLLYY  MMUUSSLLIIMMSS    

PPrreessssuurree  aanndd  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  MMuusslliimm  bbeelliieevveerrss  iinn  MMeeccccaa  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  ffoorrmmiinngg  ooff  aa  

ggrroouupp  ooff  8800  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  mmiiggrraattee  aanndd  sseeeekk  eexxiillee  iinn  AAbbyyssssiinniiaa  ((EEtthhiiooppiiaa))..  TThhee  NNeegguuss  

((EEmmppeerroorr))  tthheerree  ggrraanntteedd  tthheemm  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  ssttaayy  tthheerree,,  aassssuummiinngg  tthheeyy  wweerree  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  

sseecctt..  3333  ooff  tthheemm  rreettuurrnneedd  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  hheeaarrdd  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  hhaadd  hhaadd  aacccceepptteedd  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhiicchh  

wwaass  aa  sshhoorrtt  iinntteerrlluuddee  aafftteerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  ggiivveenn  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  aa  ffaallssee  ssiiggnnaall  

  

TTHHEE  IISSLLAAMMIICC  CCOONNCCEEPPTT  OOFF  PPRROOPPHHEETTHHOOOODD        

TThhee  wwoorrdd  ''PPrroopphheett''  iinn  AArraabbiicc  ccaann  hhaavvee  ttwwoo  ssoouurrcceess::  

    RRaassuull::  ((ppll..  RRuussuull))  mmeeaanniinngg  aa  mmeesssseennggeerr  wwhhoo  bbyy  rreevveellaattiioonn  rreecceeiivveedd  aa  BBooookk,,  

ssoommeeoonnee  wwiitthh  aa  ssppeecciiaall  mmiissssiioonn  [[SSuurraahh  77::115588;;  4488::88--99]]..  IIssllaamm  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeess  331155  

rruussuull..  

    NNaabbii::  ((ppll..  AAmmbbiiyyaa))  iiss  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  rreecceeiivveedd  ddiirreecctt  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  ((wwaahhii))..  IIssllaamm  

ssppeeaakkss  ooff  aass  mmaannyy  aass  112244..000000  aammbbiiyyaa,,  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheessee  aarree  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  bbyy  nnaammee..  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  ccaalllleedd  bbootthh  RRaassuull  aanndd  NNaabbii  iinn  SSuurraahh  3333::4400..  
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AALLLLEEGGEEDD  PPRROOOOFFSS  OOFF  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD’’ss  PPRROOPPHHEETTHHOOOODD      

     These are the Signs of Allah [i.e. ayas or verses of the Qur’an]: We 

rehearse them  to thee in truth: verily thou art one of the Apostles. 
 Surah 2:252 

AAllllaahh  aassssuurreess  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssiiggnnss,,  wwhhiicchh  qquuaalliiffyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aass  aa  pprroopphheett  ((aayyaa))  aarree  tthhee  

vveerrsseess  ((==  aayyaa))  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann!!    

TThhee  JJeewwss  ooff  MMeeddiinnaa,,  wwhhoossee  ssuuppppoorrtt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ccoovveetteedd,,  qquueessttiioonneedd  hhiiss  pprroopphheetthhoooodd..  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  tthhaatt  wwaass  ttwwooffoolldd::  ddeeffeennccee  ((""II  aamm  oonnllyy  aa  WWaarrnneerr""))  aanndd  tthhrreeaatt  

((sseevveerree  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt)):: 

      And the Unbelievers say: 'Why is not a Sign sent down to him from 

his Lord?' But thou art truly a warner, and to every people a guide. 
 Surah 13:7 

      When there comes to them a Sign (from Allah), they say: 'We shall not 

believe until we receive one (exactly) like those received by Allah's 

apostles'. Allah knoweth best where (and how) to carry out his 

mission. Soon will the wicked be overtaken by humiliation before 

Allah, and a severe punishment for all their plots. 
 Surah 6:124 

                  TToo  ssuuppppoorrtt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ccllaaiimm  ttoo  pprroopphheetthhoooodd,,  MMuusslliimmss  ccllaaiimm::  

11..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  iilllliitteerraattee  ––  hhooww  ccoouulldd  hhee  pprroodduuccee  aa  BBooookk  lliikkee  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann??  

            22..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  pprroopphheessiieedd  eevveennttss  ––  ssoo  hhee  mmuusstt  bbee  aa  pprroopphheett  

            33..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  mmiirraacclleess  ttoo  pprroovvee  hhiiss  ccllaaiimmss  

                44..      MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ccoommiinngg  wwaass  pprroopphheessiieedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

  

WWee  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  tthheessee  ccllaaiimmss::  

  

1. MUHAMMAD'S ALLEGED ILLITERACY 

MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  iilllliitteerraattee..  TThhiiss  iiss  nnoott  mmeeaanntt  ttoo  ddeeggrraaddee  hhiimm..  TToo  tthhee  

ccoonnttrraarryy..  MMuusslliimmss  rreeaassoonn::  ''HHooww  ccaann  aann  iilllliitteerraattee  mmaann  ccoommppoossee  aa  bbooookk  lliikkee  tthhee  QQuurr''aann??''  BByy  

tthhiiss  tthheeyy  lliikkee  ttoo  eemmpphhaassiizzee  tthhaatt  tthhee  aauutthhoorrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  rreessttss  wwiitthh  AAllllaahh..  TThhee  aassssuummppttiioonn  

ooff  hhiiss  iilllliitteerraaccyy  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  qquurr''aanniicc  tteexxtt:: 

     Those who follow the Apostle, the unlettered Prophet [‘an-nabbiyyal-

ummi’ = ‘the Prophet of ignorance’], Whom they find mentioned in their 

own (Scriptures); in the law and the Gospel; for he commands them 

what is just and forbids them what is evil; he allows them as lawful what 

is good. Surah 7:157 

 

IIff  wwee  wwaanntt  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  wwhhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ffoorr  ''uunnlleetttteerreedd''  rreeaallllyy  mmeeaannss,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  

tthhee  AArraabbiicc  tteexxtt  wwhheerree  iitt  rreeaaddss::  ''aann--nnaabbiiyyyyaall--uummmmii''..  ''NNaabbii''  cclleeaarrllyy  mmeeaannss  pprroopphheett;;  ''UUmmmmii''  iiss  

bbeesstt  eexxppllaaiinneedd  bbyy  aannootthheerr  vveerrssee:: 

               It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered [‘ummi] an apostle from 

among themselves, to rehearse to them His Signs, to sanctify them, and to 

instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom. Surah 62:2 
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WWhhoo  aarree  tthhee  ''uunnlleetttteerreedd''  iinn  tthhiiss  tteexxtt??  TThhee  aattttaacchheedd  ccoommmmeenntt  ((sseeee  QQuurr''aann,,  YYuussuuff  AAllii,,  ffoooottnnoottee  

55445511))  mmaakkeess  iitt  qquuiittee  cclleeaarr:: 

    The Unlettered: as applied to a people, it refers to the Arabs, in comparison 

with the People of the Book, who had a longer tradition of learning …. 

TThhee  AArraabbiicc  wwoorrdd  uusseedd  ffoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  ''uummmmiiyyyyuunn'',,  cclleeaarrllyy  tthhee  ssaammee  aass  iinn  SSuurraahh  77::115577..  

TThhee  wwoorrdd  ''uummmmii''  mmeeaanntt  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  ddiidd  nnoott  hhaavvee  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess,,  aass  tthhee  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

ddiidd..  TThheeyy  wweerree  ''uunnssccrriippttuurreedd'',,  ssoo  ttoo  ssppeeaakk..  SSoo  tthhee  tteexxtt  ssaayyss  rreeaallllyy  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  tthhee  pprroopphheett  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  nnoo  BBooookk,,  nnoo  rreevveellaattiioonn,,  ii..ee..  tthhee  AArraabbss..  

PPeeooppllee  wwhhoo  hhaadd  nnoott  aacccceepptteedd  IIssllaamm  ((wwhhiicchh  wwaass  aabboouutt  ttoo  ggeett  aa  ‘‘BBooookk’’))  aass  yyeett,,  wweerree  

ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  ccaalllleedd  ''ppeeooppllee  ooff  iiggnnoorraannccee''..  ‘‘TThhee  ttiimmee  ooff  iiggnnoorraannccee’’  iinn  MMuusslliimm  uussaaggee  iiss  cclleeaarrllyy  

rreeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ttiimmee  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  HHee  ppooiinntteedd  ttoo  hhiimmsseellff  aass  tthhee  pprroopphheett  ttoo  tthhee  ''ppeeooppllee  ooff  

iiggnnoorraannccee'',,  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  rreeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  hhiimmsseellff  aass  bbeeiinngg  iiggnnoorraanntt  oorr  iilllliitteerraattee..  BBeessiiddeess,,  iitt  iiss  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  

ttoo  iimmaaggiinnee  tthhaatt  aa  mmeerrcchhaanntt  ooff  hhiiss  ssttaattuurree  wwoouulldd  bbee  iilllliitteerraattee,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  wwhheenn  wwee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  

tthhaatt  hhiiss  nneepphheeww  AAllii,,  wwiitthh  wwhhoomm  hhee  hhaadd  cclloossee  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  iinn  hhiiss  yyoouutthh,,  wwaass  hhiigghhllyy  lliitteerraattee..  

TThhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  aabbllee  ttoo  wwrriittee  mmaayy  bbee  ddeedduucceedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  TTrraaddiittiioonn  ((HHaaddiitthh)):: 

  The Prophet, may Allah bless him, fell ill on Thursday. Thereupon he, i.e. Ibn 

'Abbas began to weep and say: Woe be to this Thursday! What a Thursday! 

The illness of the Prophet, may Allah bless him, became severe; he said: 

Bring an ink-pot and something to write on. I shall have a document written1 

and you will never be misguided. 
    Ibn Sa'd's biography, Vol. II, p. 302 

We are grateful to the translators of this text for rectifying in the footnote what the literal 

reading is: “I shall write for you…”. A last passage may corroborate what has already been 

said: 

When the Prophet intended to perform 'Umra in the month of Dhul-Qada, the 

people of Mecca did not let him enter Mecca till he settled the matter with them 

by promising to stay in it for three days only. When the document of treaty was 

written, the following was mentioned: "These are the terms on which 

Muhammad, Allah's Apostle agreed (to make peace)." They said, "We will not 

agree to this, for if we believed that you are Allah's Apostle we would not prevent 

you, but you are Muhammad bin 'Abdullah." The Prophet said, "I am Allah's 

Apostle and also Muhammad bin 'Abdullah." Then he said to 'Ali, "Rub off (the 

words) 'Allah's Apostle' ", but 'Ali said, "No, by Allah, I will never rub off your 

name." So, Allah's Apostle took the document and wrote, "This is what 

Muhammad bin 'Abdullah has agreed upon: No arms will be brought into Mecca 

except in their cases, and nobody from the people of Mecca will be allowed to go 

with him (i.e. the Prophet ) even if he wished to follow him and he (the Prophet ) 

will not prevent any of his companions from staying in Mecca if the latter wants 

to stay."  al-Bukhari, Hadith 3.863 

  

2. PROPHECIES ATTRIBUTED TO MUHAMMAD 

                                                 
1 Literal translation is: 'I shall write for you'. 
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A commentary in the Hadith makes a vital statement: 

   The greatest thing in miracles is a prophecy i.e. a forecast of future events. 

This is not a political forecast but a forecast of future secrets derived from 

Divine Knowledge. Prophecy is greatest for the following reasons. It can be 

historically proved but a miracle cannot. Prophecy manifests God's fore-

knowledge, while a miracle God's power. As a knowledge is greater than 

power, prophecy is greater than a miracle.  Mishkat IV, p. 396 – Commentary 

 

Apart from pronouncements that certain battles would be won by the Muslims, only one 

political forecast by Muhammad has been recorded: 

   The Roman  (Byzantine) Empire has been defeated - in a land close by; but 

they (even) after (this) defeat of theirs, will soon be victorious - within a few 

years. With Allah is the decision, in the past and in the future; on that day 

shall the believers rejoice. Surah 30:1-4 

 

TThhiiss  ppaassssaaggee  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  tthhee  ddeeffeeaatt  ooff  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinneess  iinn  SSyyrriiaa  bbyy  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaannss  uunnddeerr  KKhhuussrraann  

PPaarrvviiss  ((661155--661166  AADD,,  tthhiiss  wwaass  sseevveerraall  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  HHiijjrraahh))..  TThhee  pprreeddiicctteedd  ddeeffeeaatt  ooff  tthhee  

PPeerrssiiaannss  sshhoouulldd  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  ‘‘ssoooonn’’  ––  eexxaaccttllyy  ttrraannssllaatteedd,,  ‘‘iinn  aa  ssmmaallll  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  yyeeaarrss’’..  AAtt  tthhiiss  

pprreeddiiccttiioonn,,  AAbbuu  BBaakkrr  cchhaalllleennggeedd  UUbbaaii--iibbnn--KKhhaallaaff  ttoo  bbeett  wwiitthh  hhiimm  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  pprreeddiiccttiioonn  wwoouulldd  

bbee  ffuullffiilllleedd  wwiitthhiinn  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ccoorrrreecctteedd  hhiimm,,  bbyy  ssttaattiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  ‘‘ssmmaallll  nnuummbbeerr’’  

wwoouulldd  bbee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhrreeee  aanndd  nniinnee  yyeeaarrss  ((AAll--BBaaiizzaawwii))..  MMuusslliimmss  tteellll  uuss  tthhaatt  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinneess  

oovveerrccaammee  tthheeiirr  eenneemmiieess  wwiitthhiinn  sseevveenn  yyeeaarrss..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  ffaacctt  iiss  tthhaatt  tthhee  BByyzzaannttiinneess  ddeeffeeaatteedd  

PPeerrssiiaa  iinn  662288  AADD  ((AAll--BBaaiizzaawwii  ccoommmmeennttaarryy))..  TThhaatt  wwaass  ttwweellvvee  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  pprreeddiiccttiioonn  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThhiiss  ppaassssaaggee  ddooeess  nnoott  qquuaalliiffyy  aass  aa  pprroopphheeccyy..  FFiirrssttllyy  iitt  wwaass  pprreeddiiccttaabbllee  ppoolliittiiccaall  

pprrooggnnoossiiss  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  ffuullffiilllleedd  iinn  tthhee  pprreeddiicctteedd  ttiimmee  ffrraammee,,  bbuutt  iitt  sshhoouulldd  aallssoo  bbee  aaddddeedd  tthhaatt  

tthhee  ttiimmee  bbeettwweeeenn  pprroopphheeccyy  aanndd  ffuullffiillmmeenntt  wwaass  ffaarr  ttoooo  sshhoorrtt  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhiiss  aa  pprroopphheeccyy  iinn  tthhee  

bbiibblliiccaall  sseennssee..  BBiibblliiccaall  pprroopphheecciieess  lliikkee  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  CChhrriisstt  wweerree  ggiivveenn  550000--11000000  

yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  tthheeyy  wweerree  ffuullffiilllleedd!!  

TThhee  ootthheerr  ''pprroopphheecciieess''  rreeffeerr  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  vviiccttoorriieess  aanndd  tthhoossee  rreellaattiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iittsseellff..  IItt  

iiss  nneeaarrllyy  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  wwhheetthheerr  tthheessee  pprroopphheecciieess  wweerree  iinnddeeeedd  ssaaiidd  bbeeffoorree  tthheeiirr  

ffuullffiillmmeenntt..  BBeessiiddeess  --  tthheeyy  wweerree  eeiitthheerr  aallssoo  pprreeddiiccttaabbllee,,  oorr  ssiimmppllyy  wwaarr--pprrooppaaggaannddaa..  IInn  tthhee  ssaammee  

rriigghhtt  CChhuurrcchhiillll  mmiigghhtt  wweellll  bbee  ccaalllleedd  aa  pprroopphheett  ttoooo,,  ffoorr  hhee  pprreeddiicctteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  AAlllliieess  wwoouulldd  wwiinn  

WWoorrlldd  WWaarr  IIII..  

BByy  bbiibblliiccaall  ssttaannddaarrddss,,  wwee  ffiinndd  iitt  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttoo  ccoonncclluuddee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  aa  pprroopphheett  ooff  

GGoodd..  TThhee  BBiibbllee  aasskkss  aa  ppeerrttiinneenntt  qquueessttiioonn  iinn  tthhiiss  rreeggaarrdd::  

"How may we know the Word which the Lord has not spoken?"                                                
When a prophet speaks in the Name of the Lord, if the word does not 
come to pass or come true, that is a word which the Lord has not 
spoken, the prophet has spoken it presumptuously, you need not be 
afraid of him. Deut. 18:20-21  

 

  Set forth your case, says the Lord, bring your proofs, says the King of 
Jacob. Let them bring them and tell us what is to happen. 

 Tell us the former things, what they are, that we may consider them, 
that we may know their outcome, or declare us the things to come. Tell 
us what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods. 

 Isa. 41:21-23 
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RReeaadd  aallssoo::  IIssaa..  4444::77,,2266;;  IIssaa..  4488::33,,55;;  DDeeuutt..  1133::11--44;;  JJeerr..  2288::99;;  PPss..  110055::1177--1199;;  AAmmooss  33::77  aanndd  

ZZeecchh..  44::99..  

  

33..  AALLLLEEGGEEDD  MMIIRRAACCLLEESS  PPEERRFFOORRMMEEDD  BBYY  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  

PPlleeaassee  NNoottee::  MMoosstt  MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  mmiirraacclleess,,  aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

ddeenniieess  tthhaatt..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  rreeppoorrttss  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  mmiirraacclleess..  

                                        They say: 'We shall not believe in thee, until thou cause a spring to gush forth 

for us from the earth. Or (until) thou have a garden of date trees and vines, 

and cause rivers to gush forth in their midst, carrying abundant water. Or thou 

cause the sky to fall in pieces, as thou sayest (will happen) against us, or thou 

bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to face. Or thou have a house 

adorned with gold, or thou mount a ladder right into the skies. No, we shall 

not even believe in thy mounting until thou send down to us a book that we 

could read'. Say: 'Glory to my Lord! Am I aught but a man - an apostle?'. 
Surah 17:90-93 

 

IInn  aa  mmoorree  uunnddeerrssttaannddaabbllee  EEnngglliisshh  iitt  wwoouulldd  ssaayy::  ""AAmm  II  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  mmaann,,  aa  mmeesssseennggeerr??"" 

 And we refrain from sending the sign, only because the men of former 

generations treated them as false: We sent the She-camel; to the Thamud to 

open their eyes, but they treated her wrongfully; We only sent the signs by way 

of terror (and warning from evil). 
 Surah 17:59 

 They say: 'Why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord?' Say: 'Allah 

hath certainly power to send down a sign: But most of them understand not'. 
 Surah 6:37 

 Those without knowledge say: 'Why speaketh not Allah unto us? Or why 

cometh not unto us a sign?'. So said the people before them words of similar 

import. Their hearts are alike. We have indeed made clear the signs unto any 

people who hold firmly to Faith (in their hearts). Verily, we have sent thee in 

truth as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner. 
 Surah 2:118-119 

 

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhaatt,,  tthhee  oonnllyy  ''ssiiggnn''  ((‘‘ssiiggnn’’  iinn  AArraabbiicc  iiss  ‘‘aayyaa’’,,  aallssoo  uusseedd  aass  aa  nnaammee  ffoorr  vveerrsseess  iinn  

tthhee  QQuurr’’aann))  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ggiivveenn  wweerree  tthhee  vveerrsseess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  

TThhee  aaHHaaddiitthh  hhaavvee  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppeerrcceeppttiioonn  aanndd  rreeppoorrtt  mmaannyy  aa  mmiirraaccllee:: 

 "The Prophet was looking while riding upon his mule like one eagerly longing 

to kill them. He said: This was when the blood boiled in veins. Thereafter he 

took some pebbles and threw them at the faces of the infidels and then said: Be 

routed, by the Lord of Muhammad". 
 Mishkat IV, p. 411 quoting from Sahih Muslim Hadith 4385 

TThhiiss  wwaass  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddeecciiddeedd  tthhee  bbaattttllee  iinn  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ffaavvoouurr..  BBuutt  tthheerree  aarree  ootthheerr  

rraatthheerr  ssttrraannggee  mmiirraacclleess  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhaappppeenneedd:: 

 "Anas reported: A man wrote to the Prophet and he turned an apostate from 

Islam and joined the infidels. The Prophet said: Verily the earth will not 

accept him. Abu Talhah informed me that he had come to the land wherein he 
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died. He found him thrown outside. He said: What is the matter with him? 

They said: They buried him several times but the earth did not accept him". 
 Mishkat IV, p. 419-420 

 "He said: And who is to attest what you say? He said: This tree. The Apostle of 

Allah then called it while he was by the side of a valley, and so it came tearing 

the ground till it stood in his presence. He wanted it to recite three attestations. 

So it attested thrice as  he had said and then it returned to its root". 
 Mishkat IV, p. 447 

 "There is no water with us to make therewith ablution and to drink except what 

is in your jug. Then the Prophet placed his hand unto the jug and water 

began to gush forth between his gingers like springs. Thereupon we took 

drink and made ablution. Jaber was asked: How many were you? He said: 

Had we been one hundred thousands, it would have surely sufficed us. We 

were fifteen hundred". 
 Mishkat IV, p. 407 

 "Bara'a-b-A'jeb reported: We were 1400 on the Day of Hudaibiyyah with the 

Apostle of Allah, and in Hudaibiyyah was a well. We exhausted it and left not 

a drop therein. It reached the Prophet who came to it, sat down on its edge 

and then called for a pot of water. He made ablution and then gurgled and 

invoked. Thereafter he poured it therein and said: Leave it for an hour. 

Then they allowed satisfaction to themselves and to their riding animals by 

water till they departed". 
 Mishkat IV, p. 408 

 "This hadith has been transmitted on the authority of Abdullah b.Masud (who 

said): We were along with Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) at 

Mina that moon was split up into two. One of its parts was behind the 

mountain and the other one was on this side of the mountain. Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) said to us: Bear witness to this". 
 Sahih Muslim , Hadith  6725 

 

TThhee  llaasstt  ppaassssaaggee,,  eevveenn  mmoorree  tthhaann  tthhee  ootthheerrss,,  sshhoowwss  tthhee  llaatteenntt  ddeessiirree  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ssoommee  ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall  pprrooooff  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..  WWee  aarree  ttoolldd  tthhaatt  ""aatt  MMiinnaa  tthhee  mmoooonn  wwaass  sspplliitt  uupp  iinnttoo  

((ssiicc))  ttwwoo""..  TThhiiss  lliinnkkss  uupp  wwiitthh  SSuurraahh  5544..  IItt  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ""TThhee  MMoooonn"",,  aanndd  bbeeggiinnss::  ""TThhee  hhoouurr  ((ooff  

jjuuddggeemmeenntt))  iiss  nniigghh,,  aanndd  tthhee  mmoooonn  iiss  cclleefftt  aassuunnddeerr  ......""..  TThhee  ccoonntteexxtt  sshhoowwss  tthhiiss  wwaass  mmeeaanntt  ttoo  bbee  

aa  ssiiggnn,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  rreejjeecctteedd..  

HHaavvee  wwee  eevveerr  sseeeenn  aa  hhaallff--mmoooonn  iinn  tthhee  nniigghhtt  sskkyy??  OOff  ccoouurrssee  wwee  hhaavvee..  WWee  ddiidd  nnoott  aassssuummee  tthheenn,,  

tthhaatt  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaallff  ''wwaass  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinn''..  IItt  ccoouulldd  wweellll  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn,,  mmiinndd  yyoouu..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  

aannootthheerr  wwrriitteerr,,  ''tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinn  ccoovveerreedd  oonnee  ooff  iittss  ppaarrttss''  ((HHaaddiitthh  66772266))..  

EEaaggeerr  MMuusslliimmss  ttrryy  ttoo  ssuubbssttaannttiiaattee  tthhiiss  ssttoorryy  bbyy  tteelllliinngg  uuss  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  mmeenn  

sstteeppppiinngg  oonn  tthhee  mmoooonn,,  hhee  hheeaarrdd  tthhee  SShhaahhaaddaa  bbeeiinngg  rreecciitteedd::  ""TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  bbuutt  AAllllaahh  aanndd  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  hhiiss  pprroopphheett""..  HHee  aallssoo  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ddiissccoovveerreedd  tthhee  ccrraacckk  iinn  tthhee  mmoooonn,,  

wwhhiicchh  rreemmaaiinneedd  aafftteerr  tthhee  sspplliittttiinngg  ooff  tthhee  mmoooonn..  HHooww  ffaarr  ccaann  hhuummaann  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn  ggoo??!!  

TToo  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  rreeaaddeerr  mmaannyy  ooff  tthheessee  rreeppoorrttss  ssoouunndd  vveerryy  mmuucchh  lliikkee  tthhee  lleeggeennddaarryy  ssttoorriieess  ooff  

tthhee  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt  AAppooccrryypphhaa..  TThheessee  aarree  wweellll  mmeeaanniinngg  ‘‘rreeppoorrttss’’,,  oofftteenn  vveerryy  ffaanncciiffuull  iinn  

cchhaarraacctteerr..  TThheeyy  llaacckk  jjuusstt  oonnee  tthhiinngg::  aauutthheennttiicciittyy..  TThhee  AAppooccrryypphhaa  ddaatteess  mmaaiinnllyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  

cceennttuurryy  AADD,,  ssoommeetthhiinngg  lliikkee  7700--117700  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  JJeessuuss..  TThhee  HHaaddiitthh  wweerree  ccoommppiilleedd  

aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  225500--330000  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  HHiijjrraa..  TThhiiss  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ccaassee,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttaakkee  bbootthh  tthhee  

AAppooccrryypphhaa  aanndd  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  wwiitthh  aa  ppiinncchh  ooff  ssaalltt..  
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44..  AALLLLEEGGEEDD  PPRROOPPHHEECCIIEESS  AABBOOUUTT  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  IINN  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  

  The Qur’an definitely suggests that Muhammad was foretold in the Bible: 

 

 And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: 'O children of Israel! I am the 

apostle of Allah (sent) to you confirming the Law (which came) before me, and 

giving glad tidings of an Apostle to come after me, whose name shall be 

Ahmad. 
 Surah 61:6 

 Those who follow the Apostle, the unlettered Prophet whom they find 

mentioned in their own (Scriptures) - in the Law and the Gospel; for he 

commands them what is just and forbids them what is evil; he allows them as 

lawful what is good. 
 Surah 7:157 

TThheessee  vveerrsseess  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  pprroommpptteedd  mmaannyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  ttoo  sseeaarrcchh  tthhee  GGoossppeell  ffoorr  ssuucchh  pprroopphheecciieess..  IInn  

JJoohhnn  1144::1166  tthheeyy  ccaammee  aaccrroossss  tthhee  ""CCoommffoorrtteerr""  ((PPaarraacclleettooss))..  SSoommee  lleeaarrnneedd  MMuusslliimm  ccoonncclluuddeedd  tthhaatt  

iitt  sshhoouulldd  rreeaadd  ''PPeerriiccllyyttooss'',,  wwhhiicchh  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ttrraannssllaatteedd  ''tthhee  pprraaiisseedd  oonnee'',,  tthhee  vveerryy  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

wwoorrddss  AAhhmmaadd  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  BBaasseedd  oonn  tthhiiss  aassssuummppttiioonn  mmaannyy  MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhiiss  CCoommffoorrtteerr  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  iiss  ssuubbsseeqquueennttllyy  ffoorreettoolldd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  

FFuurrtthheerr,,  MMuusslliimmss  iinntteerrpprreett  aa  TTeexxtt  iinn  DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy  ((1188::1188))  aass  aa  rreeffeerreennccee  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  IInn  tthhiiss  

ppaassssaaggee  GGoodd  ssaayyss  ttoo  MMoosseess::  

II  wwiill raise up for them a man like you from among their brothers; I will 
put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I 
commanded him. If anyone does not listen to my words that the 
prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. 

All Christians unite in the interpretation that this text speaks of Jesus, and that is confirmed in 

the New Testament. Muslims, however, reason that since the Ishmaelites are the brothers of 

the Jews, that prophecy must refer to Muhammad. 

((WWee  wwiillll  nnoott  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhiiss  aarrgguummeenntt  aannyy  ffuurrtthheerr  hheerree,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  rreeffeerr  ttoo  VVoolluummee  IIII  ooff  tthhiiss  sseett  

((‘‘TThhee  IIssllaammiicc--CChhrriissttiiaann  CCoonnttrroovveerrssyy’’)),,  cchhaapptteerr  ""IIss  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee??””  ((pppp..  

XXXX))  wwhheerree  tthhiiss  aarrgguummeenntt  wwiillll  bbee  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  iinn  mmoorree  ddeettaaiill..))  

PPRROOPPHHEETTHHOOOODD  AASS  DDEEFFIINNEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE      

WWhhiillee  wwee  rreessppeecctt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ffoorr  hhiiss  ssttaatteessmmaannsshhiipp  aanndd  bbrraavveerryy,,  aanndd  ccoommmmeenndd  hhiimm  ffoorr  hhiiss  ssttaanndd  

aaggaaiinnsstt  ppaaggaanniissmm  aanndd  hhiiss  ccaarree  ffoorr  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwiiddoowwss  aanndd  oorrpphhaannss,,  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ccaannnnoott  

aacccceepptt  hhiimm  aass  aa  bbiibblliiccaall  pprroopphheett!!  TThheerree  aarree  tthhrreeee  rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  tthhaatt::  

          11..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ddiidd  nnoott  hhaavvee  tthhee  ddiivviinnee  ccrreeddeennttiiaallss  aass  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbyy  SSccrriippttuurree  ((sseeee  nneexxtt  ppaaggee))..  

          22..  WWee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ssttrroonnggllyy  ssuussppeecctt  hhiiss  mmeessssaaggee  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ffrroomm  ooccccuulltt  ssoouurrcceess..  

          33..  HHiiss  ppeerrssoonnaall  lliiffee  ssttyyllee,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  wwiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  hhiiss  eexxcceessssiivvee  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  

ooppppoossiittee  sseexx,,  hhiiss  mmoorraall  eetthhiiccss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  wwoommeenn  aanndd  hhiiss  eenneemmiieess,,  aanndd  bbyy  ggrraannttiinngg  hhiimmsseellff    

ssppeecciiaall  pprriivviilleeggeess  ((sseeee  pppp..  3311--4422)),,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  rreevveeaalleedd  ttoo  hhiimm  aanndd  ccaammee  ttoo  bbee  

iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aass  GGoodd’’ss  wwoorrdd..    

WWhheenn  wwee  eevvaalluuaattee  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  lliiffee,,  wwee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ddoo  iitt  iinn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree::  
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  Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may live on your holy 
hill? He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who 
speaks the truth from his heart and has no slander on his tongue, who 
does his neighbour no wrong and casts no slur on his fellow man, who 
despises a vile man but honours those who fear the Lord, who keeps 
his oath even when it hurts. 

 Ps. 15:1-4 

TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLIICCAALL  MMAARRKK  OOFF  AA  PPRROOPPHHEETT      

 In the Bible we find a number of passages that outline who and what a 

prophet of God is: 

 

 Let him declare and lay out before me … what is yet to come - yes, let 
him foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not 
proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. 

 I am the Lord, … who foils the signs of false prophets…, who carries 
out the words of his servants and fulfil the predictions of his 
messengers. 

 Isa. 44:6-8, 24-26 

 'Present your case', says the Lord. 'Set forth your arguments', …tell us 
what is going to happen. …declare to us the things to come, tell us 
what the future holds so that we may know that you are gods… But 
you are less than nothing and your works are utterly worthless; he who 
chooses you is detestable. 

 Isa. 41:21-24 

 The prophet who prophesies ... will be recognized as one truly sent by 
God only if his prediction comes true. 

 Jer. 18:9 

 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I 
will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I 
command him.  

 You may say to yourselves: 'How can we know when a message has 
not been spoken by the Lord?' If what a prophet proclaims in the name 
of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the 
Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do 
not be afraid of him. 

 Deut. 18:18, 21-22 

Hundreds of biblical prophecies were fulfilled in great detail in Jesus Christ and the Jewish 

nation. That fact alone guarantees that He is the One to trust. In contrast to that Muhammad 

can lay no claim to divinely ordained prophethood. 

We  rreeffeerr  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  VVoolluummee  IIII  ooff  tthhiiss  sseett  ((‘‘TThhee  IIssllaammiicc--CChhrriissttiiaann  CCoonnttrroovveerrssyy’’))..  TThhee  cchhaapptteerr  

““EEvviiddeenncceess  wwhhiicchh  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  ddiivviinnee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee””  ((pppp..  XXXX))  ppooiinnttss  ttoo  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  

pprroopphheettiicc  SSccrriippttuurreess  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  JJeessuuss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ffuullffiillllmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  NNeeww  

TTeessttaammeenntt.. 
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MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  ––  AALLLLAAHH’’ss  WWAARRNNEERR  TTOO  AARRAABBIIAA        

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aatt  ffiirrsstt  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  bbee  aa  WWaarrnneerr  ffoorr  AArraabbiiaa  iinn  tthhee  lliinnee  ooff  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  

pprroopphheettss..  HHee  wwaass,,  nnoo  ddoouubbtt,,  aassssuummiinngg  ttoo  bbrriinngg  tthhee  ssaammee  mmeessssaaggee  ((aass  tthhee  BBiibbllee))  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabbss  iinn  

AArraabbiicc.. 

 Thus have We sent by inspiration to thee an Arabic Qur'an; that thou mayest 

warn the Mother of Cities [i.e. Mecca] and all around her. 
 Surah 42:7 

 And before this, was the Book of Moses as a guide and a mercy; and this Book 

confirms (it) in the Arabic tongue; to admonish the unjust, and as Glad Tidings 

to those who do right. 
 Surah 46:12 

 We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that ye may be able to understand (and 

learn wisdom) 
 Surah 43:3 

 We sent not an apostle except (to teach) in the language of his (own) people, in 

order to make (things) clear to them. 
 Surah 14:4 

 Verily, We have sent thee in truth as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner. 
 Surah 2:119 

    SSoommee  ttiimmee  llaatteerr  tthhiiss  mmeessssaaggee  wwaass  eexxtteennddeedd  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann.. 

 We have not sent thee but as a universal (Messenger) to men, giving them glad 

tidings, and warning them (against sin), but most men understand not. 
 Surah 34:28 

 Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the Apostle of 

Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets; and Allah has full knowledge of all things. 
 Surah 33:40 

 

TTHHEE  MMIIRRAAJJ  --  TTHHEE  MMYYSSTTEERRIIOOUUSS  NNIIGGHHTT  JJOOUURRNNEEYY  TTOO  HHEEAAVVEENN        

TTwwoo  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  KKhhaaddiijjaahh,,  iinn  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  yyeeaarr  ooff  hhiiss  ‘‘ccaalllliinngg’’,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  

rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ggoonnee  oonn  aa  mmyysstteerriioouuss  nniigghhtt  jjoouurrnneeyy  ((MMiirraajj))..  

IIssllaammiicc  ssoouurrcceess  ssttaattee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  hhaappppeenneedd  ‘‘iinn  tthhee  ssppiirriitt’’..  HHiiss  bbooddyy  rreemmaaiinneedd  bbeehhiinndd..    

GGaabbrriieell  ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  pprroovviiddeedd  aa  mmoouunntt  ((aanniimmaall  ttoo  rriiddee  oonn))  bbyy  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  BBuurraaqq,,  ddeessccrriibbeedd  ttoo  

bbee  lliikkee  aa  wwhhiittee  mmuullee  oorr  ddoonnkkeeyy  wwiitthh  aa  hhuummaann  ffaaccee..  IItt  ttooookk  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ‘‘ffoorr  aa  rriiddee’’  ffrroomm  tthhee  

‘‘mmoossqquuee  iinn  MMeeccccaa’’  ttoo  ‘‘tthhee  ffaarrtthheesstt  mmoossqquuee’’  ((==  ‘‘aall--AAqqssaa’’  iinn  JJeerruussaalleemm))..  FFrroomm  tthheerree  hhee  iiss  ssaaiidd  

ttoo  hhaavvee  aasscceennddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaavveennss  oonn  aa  llaaddddeerr  ooff  lliigghhtt..  TThhee  ‘‘ffaarrtthheesstt  mmoossqquuee’’,,  wwaass,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  nnoott  

yyeett  bbuuiilltt  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee..  YYuussuuff  AAllii  iinn  hhiiss  ccoommmmeennttaarryy  22116688  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ssaayyss::    

The Farthest Mosque must refer to the site of the Temple of Solomon in 

Jerusalem on the hill of Moriah, at or near which stands the Dome of the 

Rock, called also the Mosque of Hadhrat 'Umar. This and the Mosque 

known as the Farthest Mosque (Masjid-ul-Aqsa) were completed by the 

Amir 'Abd-ul-Malik in A.H. 68.    

TThhaatt  iiss  iinn  AADD  771122,,  5500  oodddd  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ddeemmiissee..  IInn  tthhaatt  ccaassee,,  mmaayybbee  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  

tteemmppllee  wwaass  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoommpplleetteellyy  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  555500  yyeeaarrss  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhaatt..  
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Islam believes in the existence of seven heavens. In the first heaven Muhammad 

supposedly met Adam; in the second, John the Baptist and Jesus; in the third, Joseph; in the 

fourth, Enoch; in the fifth, Aaron; in the sixth, Moses; and in the seventh, Abraham (who 

welcomed him as "good son and good prophet"). There Muhammad was commissioned by 

Allah to introduce fifty daily prayers for all believers. On the journey back, Moses, in the 

sixth heaven, encouraged Muhammad to query that quota and request a smaller one. Ten 

daily prayers were deducted. Again Moses encouraged Muhammad to go back and ask for 

still fewer prayers, which was repeated, until five daily prayers were left. This Muhammad 

did not dare query. (According to   ‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  vs. 270-271). 

TTHHEE  SSAATTAANNIICC  VVEERRSSEESS          

AA  ssttrraannggee  iinncciiddeenntt  ddeesseerrvveess  ttoo  bbee  rreeccoorrddeedd..  AA  vveerrssee  [[''aayyaa''  ==  ssiiggnn]]  wwaass  rreevveeaalleedd,,  wwhhiicchh  

ccoonnttrraaddiicctteedd  iinn  pprriinncciippllee  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  aallll  pprreevviioouuss  oonneess  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  ccoonnssttiittuutteedd  aann  oouuttrriigghhtt  

ccoommpprroommiissee:: 

 Have you seen  (considered, thought of) al-Lat and al-Uzza and another, the 

third [goddess] Manat?" Verily they are the most exalted females 

[maiden][arab.'gharaniq'] and their intercession is to be hoped for. 
 Surah.53:19-20 

TThheessee  wweerree  tthhee  vveerryy  wwoorrddss  tthhee  iinnffiiddeellss,,  tthhee  ppoollyytthheeiissttss,,  wweerree  cchhaannttiinngg  wwhheenn  wwaallkkiinngg  aarroouunndd  

tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  iinn  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddeeiittiieess!!  WWhheenn  hheeaarriinngg  aabboouutt  tthhiiss  vveerrssee,,  tthhee  hheeaatthheenn  bbeeggaann  ttoo  ttuurrnn  

ttoo  IIssllaamm..  NNeewwss  ooff  tthhiiss  aanndd  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  rreeaacchheedd  EEtthhiiooppiiaa,,  aanndd  tthhee  rreeffuuggeeeess  tthheerree  

bbeeggaann  ttoo  rreettuurrnn..  TTrraaddiittiioonn  rreeppoorrttss  tthhaatt  tthhee  aannggeell  GGaabbrriieell  ((wwhhoo  iiss  vviieewweedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt)),,  

wwhhoo  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoonnvveeyyeedd  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  AAllllaahh  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  ccaammee  ttoo  hhiimm  ssaayyiinngg::  

""WWhhaatt  hhaavvee  yyoouu  ddoonnee,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd??  YYoouu  hhaavvee  rreeaadd  ttoo  tthheessee  ppeeooppllee  ssoommeetthhiinngg  II  ddiidd  nnoott  bbrriinngg  

yyoouu  ffrroomm  AAllllaahh  aanndd  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ssaaiidd  wwhhaatt  HHee  ddiidd  nnoott  ssaayy  ttoo  yyoouu!!""  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ppaarrtt  

ooff  tthhiiss  vveerrssee  wwaass  aabbrrooggaatteedd  ((oommiitttteedd))..  IItt  iiss  nnooww  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ""SSaattaanniicc  vveerrssee""  aanndd  ccaammee  iinnttoo  tthhee  

lliimmeelliigghhtt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  bbooookk  ''TThhee  SSaattaanniiccVVeerrsseess''  bbyy  SSaallmmaann  RRuusshhddiiee..    

MMuusslliimm  aappoollooggiissttss  ttrryy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhiiss  iinncciiddeenntt  bbyy  ccllaaiimmiinngg  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  oovveerrrriiddiinngg  

ccoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  wweellffaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  pprroommpptteedd  hhiimm  ttoo  lliisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  wwhhiissppeerriinngg  ooff  

SSaattaann  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  AAllllaahh  ((aatt--TTaabbaarrii;;  sseeee    PPrreemmiisseess  aanndd  PPrriinncciipplleess  ooff  MMuusslliimm  EEvvaannggeelliissmm  pppp..  2244--

2255))..  

When the part of this verse was withdrawn, Muhammad faced renewed pressure from the 

pagans, which confirmed his resolution to leave Mecca. 

SSPPEECCIIAALL  NNOOTTEE::  

WWee  mmuusstt  aadddd  aa  wwoorrdd  ooff  wwaarrnniinngg  rreeggaarrddiinngg  RRuusshhddiiee’’ss  bbooookk..  AAnnyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwhhoo  hhaass  hhaadd  tthhee  

ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  tthhee  bbooookk  wwiillll  bbee  qquuiicckkllyy  ccoonnvviinncceedd  ooff  iitt''ss  bbllaasspphheemmoouuss,,  ccyynniiccaall  aanndd  

uunnggooddllyy  cchhaarraacctteerr..  IItt  iiss  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoott  aa  bbooookk  aannyy  ccoommmmiitttteedd  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwoouulldd  wwaanntt  ttoo  

iiddeennttiiffyy  wwiitthh..  IItt  rraatthheerr  sseeeemmss  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  aa  ppeerrssoonnaall  ccoonnvviiccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  aaggaaiinnsstt  hhiiss  

IIssllaammiicc  hheerriittaaggee..      
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TTHHEE  HHIIJJRRAA  ––  TTHHEE  FFLLIIGGHHTT  FFRROOMM  MMEECCCCAA  TTOO  MMEEDDIINNAA    

After the death of his well respected wife Khadidjah and his uncle and protector Abu Talib 

died in around AD 620, pressure on Muhammad and the Muslims in Mecca further 

increased. Soon afterwards, at the annual Hajj, a secret delegation of Muslim believers 

from Yathrib (a town appr. 350 km north of Mecca) invited him to settle in their town and 

to become their leader in order to arbitrate between the various factions living in that town. 

In exchange they offered their allegiance and promised to protect him. With this plan in 

place, he encouraged his followers (between 100-200) to emigrate to Yathrib (later known 

as Medina). Muhammad and his close companion Abu Bakr left last under cover of night. 

This flight or emigration (arab. hijra) happened in 622 AD. This date became the 

beginning of the Islamic calendar. Islamic references to dates normally refers to their own 

calendar and add the letters AH = ‘After the Hijrah’, as compared with the Christian 

calendar AD = Anno Domini (in the year of the Lord). 

TTHHEE  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  OOFF  MMEECCCCAA  ––  AANNDD  TTHHEE  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  OOFF  MMEEDDIINNAA      

One can hardly fail to see a tragic metamorphosis (change) in the life of Muhammad at that 

time. To assess the actual cause for this will always be a matter of speculation, for there 

must have been several contributing factors. We can observe, however, how a man who 

was a devoted believer in his calling, who had submitted to rejection and ridicule and who 

was the husband of one wife, changed into a man of exceptional authority, who instilled 

fear in his enemies, expanded his power by force and became a conquerer. He also 

exchanged his monogamy for an extravagant harem and showed behaviour trends that defy 

Christian ethics. What was happening? Was this caused by grief for his departed wife? Or 

was it simply the new situation of power that he now assumed? 

 

I has been suggested that Muhammad, when he came to Medina, had expected the three 

influencial Jewish clans to side with him and to accept him as a biblical prophet. They did 

not. On the contrary, they must have attempted to correct the many false perceptions 

Muhammad had about the Old Testament and its content, which had become part of his 

teaching and which was propagated to be divine revelation, later forming the Qur’an. 

 

Muhammad must have faced a crucial choice. He could either submit to the 

testimony of the Scriptures he had so often proclaimed to be the Word of God, 

and admit to have drawn from a wrong well – or insist on having received his 

revelation from God, and to declare the Jews to be falsifyers of  Scripture. 

 

As is well known, he opted for the second alternative with a tragic result. 

  

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  AANNDD  TTHHEE  JJEEWWSS  OOFF  MMEEDDIINNAA      

AArrrriivviinngg  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  hhiiss  ccoommppaanniioonnss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eeccoonnoommiiccaallllyy  ddeeppeennddeenntt  oonn  

tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  tthhaatt  cciittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  pprroovveedd  ttoo  bbee  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt..  AAss  wwee  aallrreeaaddyy  oobbsseerrvveedd,,  hhee  mmuusstt  

hhaavvee  hhooppeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwoouulldd  aacccceepptt  hhiimm  aass  aa  pprroopphheett  iinn  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  

ssuucccceessssiioonn..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  hhee  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  JJeewwiisshh  rreelliiggiioouuss  ffeeaassttss..  WWee  hhaavvee  tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  aabboouutt  

iitt:: 

 A few months after his arrival in Medina, Muhammad saw the Jews keeping 

the great Fast of the Atonement; and he readily adopted it for his own people. 
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 Ashor, or the 'Fast of the Tenth', is the tenth day of the seventh month (Lev. 

23,27). It was a day of affliction and atonement; but popular tradition at 

Medina assigned to it another origin. 'When Muhammad asked the Jews what 

was the origin of the fast, they said that it was in memory of the delivery of 

Moses out of the hands of Pharaoh, and the destruction of the tyrant in the Red 

Sea: "We have a greater right in Moses than they", said Muhammad; so he 

fasted like the Jews, and commanded his people to fast also. 

 At the annual pilgrimage of Mecca victims (slaughter animals) have from time 

immemorial been slain at the close of the ceremonies in the vale of Mina. For 

the first year at Medina the occasion passed unnoticed. But, Jewish rites being 

still in favour, Muhammad kept the great Day of Atonement with its sacrifice of 

victims in its stead; and had he continued on a friendly footing with the Jews, 

he would, no doubt, have maintained the practice. In the following year, 

however, it was in keeping with his altered relations to abandon altogether the 

Jewish ritual of sacrifice, and to substitute for it another somewhat similar in 

character, but grounded on the ceremonies of the Ka'ba and held it 

simultaneously with them. It was after having waged war against one of the 

Jewish tribes settled in the suburbs of Medina, and having expatriated them 

from the country, that Muhammad resolved upon the change. Accordingly at 

the moment while the votaries of the Ka'ba were engaged in the closing 

ceremonies of the pilgrimage at Mina, Muhammad, preceded by Bilal carrying 

the Abyssinian staff, and followed by the people, went forth to the place of 

prayer without the city. After a service resembling that of the breaking of the 

Fast, two fatted sucking kids, with budding horns, were placed before him. 

Seizing a knife, he sacrificed the first, saying: 'O Lord! I offer this for my 

people, those that bear testimony to thy Unity and to my Mission'. Then he 

called for the other, and, slaying it likewise, said: 'O Lord! this is for 

Muhammad, and for the family of Muhammad'. Of the latter kid both he and 

his family partook, and that which was over he gave to the poor. The double 

sacrifice seems in its main feature to have been founded on the practice of the 

Jewish high-priest at the Day of the Atonement,  when he sacrificed first for his 

own sins, and then for the people. The ceremony was repeated by Muhammad 

every year when present at Medina, and it is still observed throughout the 

Muslim world at the time when the sacrificial rite is being performed at Mina 

which closes the Greater Pilgrimage. 
 "The Life of Muhammad" by W.Muir, pp. 191, 194, 195 

TThhiiss  aaccccoouunnttss  ffoorr  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  eevveenn  ttoo  ddaattee  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  DDaayy  ooff  AAttoonneemmeenntt  ((YYoomm  KKiippppuurr))  

aallmmoosstt  ccooiinncciiddeess  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  EEiidd--uu''ll  AAddhhaa,,  aatt  wwhhiicchh  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  aarree  bbeeiinngg  ssllaauugghhtteerreedd,,  

aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  mmeeaanniinngg  aanndd  ppuurrppoossee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  lloosstt,,  aass  wwee  ccaann  sseeee  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann:: 

 ... their [the Muslims] place of sacrifice is near the ancient House [i.e. the 

Ka'ba] ...the sacrificial camels We [i.e. Allah] made for you as among the 

symbols from Allah ... It is not their meat nor their blood, that reaches Allah; it 

is your piety that reaches Him.... 
 Surah 22:33-37 

  CCoommppaarree  wwhhaatt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ssaayyss::  

 Where I see the blood, I will pass over you! 
 Exod. 12:13 
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  The life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it for you upon 
the altar to make an atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that 
makes atonement for ones life. 

 Lev. 17:11 

 Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
 Hebr. 9:22 

  

    TThhee  rreeaassoonn  wwhhyy  tthhee  JJeewwss  ddiidd  nnoott  aacccceepptt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aass  tthheeiirr  pprroopphheett  iiss  rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  tthhee  

QQuurr’’aann:: 

 They say: 'Why is not a Sign sent down to him from his Lord?' Say: 'Allah hath 

certainly Power to send down a Sign: but most of them understand not'. 
 Surah 6:37 

 They [i.e. the Jews] say: 'We shall not believe in thee, until thou cause a spring 

to gush forth for us from the earth or (until) thou ... cause rivers to gush forth 

in their midst, carrying abundant water ... or thou have a house adorned with 

gold, or thou mount a ladder right into the skies' ... Say: 'Glory to my Lord! 

Am I aught but a man - an apostle?'. 
 Surah 17:90-93 

 

WWee  ccaann  eeaassiillyy  ddeetteecctt  tthhee  rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  tthhiiss..  TThheeyy  mmiigghhtt  wweellll  hhaavvee  rreeaassoonneedd::  ‘‘UUnnlleessss  yyoouu  hhaavvee  

ddiivviinnee  ccrreeddeennttiiaallss,,  wwee  ccaannnnoott  aacccceepptt  yyoouu  aass  aa  pprroopphheett  ffrroomm  GGoodd!!  MMoosseess  ccaauusseedd  wwaatteerr  ttoo  gguusshh  

ffoorrtthh  ((oouutt  ooff  tthhee  rroocckk)),,  SSoolloommoonn  lliivveedd  iinn  aa  hhoouussee  aaddoorrnneedd  wwiitthh  ggoolldd  aanndd  JJaaccoobb  hhaadd  aa  ddrreeaamm  

aabboouutt  tthhee  llaaddddeerr  rreeaacchhiinngg  ttoo  hheeaavveenn..’’  

WWee  wwoouulldd  ddoo  bbeetttteerr  ttoo  bbaassee  oouurr  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  aa  pprroopphheett  oonn  DDeeuutt..  1188::2211--2222  aanndd  mmaannyy  ssiimmiillaarr  

tteexxttss,,  aass  wwee  aallrreeaaddyy  ssaaww  aanndd  wwiillll  sseeee  llaatteerr..  TThhee  JJeewwss  aallssoo  cchhaalllleennggeedd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  ssaayyiinngg:: 

 'Allah took our promise not to believe in an apostle unless he showed us a 

sacrifice consumed by fire (from heaven)',  

 In response Allah told him to reply: 'There came to you Apostles before me, 

with clear Signs and even with what ye ask for: why then did ye slay them, if ye 

speak the truth?'. Then if they reject thee, so were rejected Apostles before 

thee, who came with clear Sings, Books of dark prophecies, and the Book of 

Enlightenment'. Surah 3:183-184 

 

TThheessee  vveerrsseess  oobbvviioouussllyy  ppooiinntt  ttoo  EElliijjaahh  oonn  MMtt..  CCaarrmmeell..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  aappoollooggyy  iiss  ssttrriikkiinngg..  IInn  cclleeaarr  

tteexxtt  tthhiiss  ssaayyss::  ““YYeess,,  tthheerree  wweerree  AAppoossttlleess  wwhhoo  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  mmiirraacclleess,,  yyeett  tthhee  JJeewwss  ddiidd  nnoott  lliisstteenn  ttoo  

tthheemm..  TThheerreeffoorree  GGoodd  sseeiizzeedd  ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  mmiirraacclleess..””  

  

  

TTHHEE  PPEERRSSEECCUUTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  JJEEWWSS      

AAnn  uunneeqquuiivvooccaall  tthhrreeaatt  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwss  ((tthhee  ccllaannss  [[aarraabb..''BBaannuu'']]  QQuurraaiizzaa,,  NNaaddiirr  aanndd  QQaaiinnuuqqaa))  iiss  eevviiddeenntt  

iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  HHaaddiitthh:: 

 It has been narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira who said: We were 

(sitting) in the mosque when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) 

came to us and said: (Let us) go to the Jews. We went out with him until we 

came to them. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) stood up and 

called out to them (saying): O ye assembly of Jews, accept Islam (and) you 
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will be safe. They said: Abu'l-Qasim, you have communicated (God's Message 

to us). The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: I want this (i.e. 

you should admit that God's Message has been communicated to you), accept 

Islam and you would be safe. They said: Abu'l-Qasim, you have communicated 

(Allah's Message). The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: I 

want this ... He said to them (the same words) the third time (and on getting the 

same reply) he added: You should know that the earth belongs to Allah and 

His Apostle, and I wish that I should expel you from this land. Those of you 

who have any property with them should sell it, otherwise they should know 

that the earth belongs to Allah and His Apostle (and they may have to go away 

leaving everything behind). 

 

IItt  ssuurreellyy  iiss  uunnddeerrssttaannddaabbllee  ffrroomm  aa  bbiibblliiccaall  vviieewwppooiinntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  JJeewwss  iinntteennddeedd  nnoott  ttoo  

ccoommpprroommiissee  tthheeiirr  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh..  TThhiiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  pprroodduucceedd  sseevveerree  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ffoorr  tthheemm.. 

 It has been narrated on the authority of Ibn Umar that the Jews of Banu Nadir 

and Banu Quraiza fought against the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon 

him) who expelled Banu Nadir, and allowed Quraiza to stay on, and granted 

favour to them until they too fought against him. Then he killed their men and 

distributed their women, children and properties among the Muslims, except 

that some of them had turned to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon 

him) who granted them security. They embraced Islam. The Messenger of 

Allah (may peace be upon him) turned out all the Jews of Medina, Banu 

Qainuqa (the tribe of Abdullah b.Salam) and the Jews of Banu Haritha and 

every other Jew who was in Medina. 
 Sahih Muslim Vol. III, pp. 963-965, vss. 4363-4364 and 4366 

 Then the apostle divided the property, wives, and children of B.Qurayza 

among the Muslims. The apostle had chosen one of their women for himself, 

Rayhana d.Amr b.Khunafa, one of the women of B.Amr b.Qurayza, and she 

remained with him until she died, in his power. The apostle had proposed to 

marry her and put the veil on her, but she said: 'Nay, leave me in your power, 

for that will be easier for me and for you'. So he left her. 
 ‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  vss. 690, 691 and 693 

 Then God revealed the verse: 'It is not befitting for a prophet that he should 

take prisoners until the force of the disbelievers has been crushed ...' to the end 

of the verse: 'so eat ye the spoils of war, (it is) lawful and pure. So Allah made 

booty lawful for them. 
 Sahih Muslim, p. 962 

PPrraaccttiiccaallllyy  aallll  JJeewwss  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  wweerree  eeiitthheerr  kkiilllleedd  oorr  cchhaasseedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  hhoommeess  aanndd  ttoowwnnss..  TThhee  

ccoommmmoonn  aaccccuussaattiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBaannuu  QQuurraayyzzaa  wweerree  rreewwaarrddeedd  ffoorr  ttrreeaassoonn  iiss  ppaatteennttllyy  uunnttrruuee..  

TThhee  MMuusslliimmss  ttrriieedd  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  JJeewwss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ccaauussee,,  bbuutt  tthhee  QQuurraayyzzaa  rreemmaaiinneedd  nneeuuttrraall..  TThhiiss  

wwaass  tthheeiirr  ccrriimmee!!  

 

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD’’ss  PPEERRCCEEPPTTIIOONN  AANNDD  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANNSS        

IInniittiiaallllyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  aa  hhiigghh  rreeggaarrdd  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaannss..   

 Strongest among men in enmity to the Believers wilt thou find the Jews and 

Pagans; and nearest among them in love to the Believers wilt thou find those 

who say, 'We are Christians': Because amongst these are men devoted to 
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learning and men who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant. 
Surah 5:82 

HHoowweevveerr,,  wwhheenn  mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  ddiidd  nnoott  rreessppoonndd  ttoo  ccoonnvveerrtt  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  hhee  cchhaannggeedd  hhiiss  mmiinndd  

aabboouutt  tthheemm..  SShhoorrttllyy  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  hhee  eevveenn  ccuurrsseedd  tthheemm.. BBootthh  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wweerree  

oonnllyy  aacccceeppttaabbllee  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  oonnccee  tthheeyy  hhaadd  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  hhiimm  aass  pprroopphheett.. 

 Never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with thee unless thou follow 

their form of religion. Say: 'The guidance of Allah - that is the (only) 

guidance'. Wert thou to follow their desires after the knowledge which hath 

reached thee, then wouldst thou find neither protector nor Helper against 

Allah. 
 Surah 2:120 

 O ye who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and 

protectors; They are but friends and protectors to each other. And he amongst 

you that turns to them (for friendship) is of them. Verily Allah guideth not a 

people unjust. 
 Surah 5:54 

 "Let not the Believers take for friends or helpers Unbelievers rather than 

Believers; if any do that, in nothing will there be help from Allah: except by 

way of precaution, that ye may Guard yourselves from them. But Allah 

cautions you (to remember) Himself; for the final goal is to Allah". 
 Surah 3:28 

 The Jews call Uzair [Ezra?] a son of Allah, and the Christians call Christ the 

son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouths; (in this) they but imitate what 

the unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's curse be on them! How they are 

deluded away from the Truth! 
 Surah 9:30 

 

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  GGOOEESS  TTOO  WWAARR          

AAfftteerr  hhaavviinngg  sseettttlleedd  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa,,  aa  CChhaarrtteerr  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  ttoo  rreegguullaattee  lliiffee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  

ddiiffffeerriinngg  iinntteerreesstt  ggrroouuppss  iinn  tthhee  ttoowwnn..  SSoooonn  iitt  bbeeccaammee  eevviiddeenntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  eemmiiggrraanntt  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  

MMeeddiinnaa  hhaadd  ttoo  ffiinndd  aa  lliivveelliihhoooodd..  TThhiiss  ccaauusseedd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttoo  uunnddeerrttaakkee  ""eexxppeeddiittiioonnss""..  HHee  sseenntt  

ggrroouuppss  ooff  hhiiss  wwaarrrriioorrss  ttoo  rraaiidd  MMeeccccaann  ttrraaddiinngg  ccaarraavvaannss  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffiinndd  bboooottyy..  AAggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  rruullee  

nnoott  ttoo  ffiigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  ''hhoollyy  mmoonntthhss'',,  aa  ccoonnttiinnggeenntt  ooff  ttrrooooppss  rraaiiddeedd  aa  ttrraaddiinngg  ccaarraavvaann..  TThhiiss  ccaauusseedd  

hhaavvoocc  iinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  ccaammpp  bbeeccaauussee  aa  MMeeccccaann  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  kkiilllleedd  iinn  tthhee  mmoonntthh,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  bbllooooddsshheedd  

wwaass  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn..  PPrroommppttllyy  aa  ‘‘rreevveellaattiioonn’’  ccaammee:: 

 They ask thee concerning fighting in the prohibited month. Say: 'Fighting 

therein is a grave (offence): but graver is it in the sight of Allah to prevent 

access to the path of Allah to deny Him; to prevent access to the Sacred 

Mosque, and drive out its members'. Tumult and oppression are worse than 

slaughter. 
 Surah 2:217 

WWhheenn  aa  llaarrggee  MMeeccccaann  ccaarraavvaann  wwaass  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  ppaassss  BBaaddrr  iinn  tthhee  SSoouutthh--WWeesstt  ooff  MMeeddiinnaa  oonn  iittss  

wwaayy  ffrroomm  PPaalleessttiinnee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  aannttiicciippaatteedd  aann  aattttaacckk  aanndd  oobbttaaiinneedd  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  

ffoorrcceess  ffrroomm  tthhee  cciittyy..  TThheeyy  iinntteerrcceepptteedd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  aattttaacckkeerrss,,  wwhhiicchh  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  BBaaddrr  

((22  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee    HHiijjrraahh))  wwiitthh  oonnllyy  330000  mmeenn,,  bbuutt  iinn  aa  ssuuppeerriioorr  ssttrraatteeggiicc  ppoossiittiioonn,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  
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ddeeffeeaatteedd  tthhee  cclloossee  ttoo  11  000000  MMeeccccaannss..  TThhiiss  vviiccttoorryy  ggaaiinneedd  hhiimm  aa  ttrreemmeennddoouuss  ssttaattuuss  aanndd  sswweelllleedd  

hhiiss  aarrmmyy  rraappiiddllyy..      

TThhiiss  wwaass  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  sseevveerraall  ootthheerr  bbaattttlleess  bbeessiiddeess  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ssmmaalllleerr  sskkiirrmmiisshheess..  WWeellll  

kknnoowwnn  aarree  tthhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  UUhhuudd  nneeaarr  MMeeddiinnaa,,  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  lloosstt  aanndd  wwhheerree  hhee  wwaass  

wwoouunnddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ffiigghhttiinngg..  TThhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  tthhee  DDiittcchh  ((TTrreenncchh))  ttooookk  ppllaaccee  cclloossee  ttoo  tthhee  cciittyy  wwhheenn  

tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  ccaammee  ttoo  ddeeaall  aa  ffiinnaall  bbllooww  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThheeyy  hhaadd  bbrroouugghhtt  aallll  tthheeiirr  aalllliieess  aalloonngg,,  

bbuutt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  ttrreenncchheess  dduugg  aatt  ssttrraatteeggiicc  ppllaacceess  aarroouunndd  MMeeddiinnaa  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  tthhee  eenneemmyy  

ccaavvaallrryy  ffrroomm  uussiinngg  iittss  aaddvvaannttaaggeess..  SSuubbsseeqquueennttllyy  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  wwiitthhddrreeww  aafftteerr  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  

sskkiirrmmiisshheess  --  nneevveerr  ttoo  rreeccoovveerr  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  lloossss  ooff  ffaaccee..  IInn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  99AAHH    MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ccoonnqquueerreedd  

MMeeccccaa  wwiitthh  1100  000000  ssoollddiieerrss  wwhhoo  nneevveerr  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  rraaiissee  tthhee  sswwoorrdd..  TThhee  ppoowweerr  ttoo  rreessiisstt  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  ddeepplleetteedd..  

  

TTHHEE  IINNCCEENNTTIIVVEE  TTOO  FFIIGGHHTT  HHOOLLYY  WWAARRSS        

MMuusslliimmss  eemmpphhaattiiccaallllyy  iinnssiisstt  tthhaatt  tthhee  JJiihhaaaadd,,  oorr  HHoollyy  WWaarr,,  wwaass,,  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  bbee,,  aa  mmeeaannss  ooff  

ddeeffeennccee  oorr  aann  aacctt  ooff    ccoorrrreeccttiinngg  oopppprreessssiioonn  aanndd  iinnjjuussttiiccee..  TThhiiss  iiss  uunnddeerrlliinneedd  iinn  tthhee  eexxppllaannaattoorryy  

nnootteess  ooff  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  ttrraaddiittiioonnss::  

               Thus Jihaad in Islam is not an act of violence directed indiscriminately against 

the non-Muslims; it is the name given to an all-round struggle which a Muslim 

should launch against evil in whatever form or shape it appears. Quital fi 

sabilillah (fighting in the way of Allah) is only one aspect of Jihaad. Even this 

qilal in Islam is not an act of mad brutality. It has its material and moral 

functions, i.e. self-preservation and the preservation of the moral order in the 

world.  Sahih Muslim III, p. 938 

 
 ... the sword has not been used recklessly by the Muslims; it has been wielded 

purely with humane feelings in the wider interest of humanity. 
 ibid, p. 941 

 

LLeett  uuss  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  hhooww  tthhiiss  ccllaaiimm  iiss  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  iinn  ootthheerr  IIssllaammiicc  ssoouurrccee  mmaatteerriiaallss  aanndd  bbyy  tthhee  

aaccttuuaall  ffaaccttss  ooff  hhiissttoorryy:: 

 Jihaad is one of the chief meritorious acts in the eye of Islam and it is the best 

source of earnings but it shall be undertaken with the intention of self-defence. 
 Mishkat II, p. 340 - explanatory note 

 "This is the best method of earning both spiritual and temporal. If victory is 

won, there is enormous booty and conquest of a country which cannot be 

equalled to any other source of earning. If there is defeat or death, there is 

ever-lasting Paradise and a great spiritual benefit. This sort of Jihaad is 

conditional upon pure motive i.e. for establishing the kingdom of Allah on 

earth.  Mishkat II, p. 253 

 

 But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the pagans 

wherever ye find them and seize them, beleaguer them and lie in wait for 

them in every stratagem (of war). 
 Surah 9:5 

 Therefore, when ye meet the unbelievers (in fight), smite at their necks; at 

length, when ye have thoroughly subdued them, bind a bond firmly (on 

them); thereafter (is the time for) either generosity or ransom: until the war 

lays down its burdens. thus (are ye commanded): but if it has been Allah's 
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will he could certainly have exacted retribution from them (himself). But 

(He lets you fight) in order to test you. 
 Surah 47:4 

 Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day. Nor hold that 

forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Apostle, nor 

acknowledge the Religion of Truth (even if they are) of the People of the 

Book. Until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves 

subdued. Surah 9:29 

 

 And fight them on until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there 

prevails justice and faith in Allah altogether and everywhere. Surah 8:39 

 

         AAllll  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee  tteexxttss  aarree  ccoonnttrraaddiicctteedd  bbyy:: 

Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error.               
Surah 2:256                            

Say: O ye that reject Faith! I worship not that which ye worship. Nor will ye 

worship that which I worship. And I will not worship that which ye have been 

wont to worship. Nor will ye worship that which I worship. To you be your 

Way, and to me mine. Surah 109:1-6 

 

WWee  lleeaarrnn  wwiitthh  rreeggaarrdd  ttoo  tthhee  JJiihhaaaadd,,  tthhaatt:: 

 "Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said: To whichever 

village you go and settle therein, there is your share therein, and whichever 

village disobeys Allah and His Messenger, its one-fifth is for Allah and His 

Messenger, and the remainder is for you". 
 Mishkat II, p. 412 

 

WWee  ffiinndd  iitt  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett  tthhiiss  aass  ''sswwoorrddss  bbeeiinngg  wwiieellddeedd  ppuurreellyy  wwiitthh  hhuummaannee  ffeeeelliinnggss  iinn  tthhee  

iinntteerreesstt  ooff  hhuummaanniittyy''..  

TThhiiss  iinnccoommee  ((bboooottyy)),,  nnoo  ddoouubbtt,,  wwaass  aatt  tthhee  eexxppeennssee  ooff  ssoommeeoonnee  eellssee''ss  lliivveelliihhoooodd..  LLeett  uuss  llooookk  aatt  

MMuusslliimm  wwaarrffaarree  iinn  pprraaccttiiccee..  

    

WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  cchhooiicceess  ooff  tthhee  ddeeffeeaatteedd??  ((AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  pp..  224433))::  

  11..  TThhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ccaassee  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  bbeeccaammee  eennffrraanncchhiisseedd  cciittiizzeennss  ooff  tthhee  

MMuusslliimm  ssttaattee..  

  22..  TThhee  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  ppoollll--ttaaxx  ((JJiizzyyaa))  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  PPeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk,,  ii..ee..  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

oobbttaaiinneedd  ‘‘pprrootteeccttiioonn’’,,  bbeeccoommiinngg  ''ddhhiimmmmiiss''  ((pprroonnoouunnccee  ‘‘zziimmmmiiss’’)),,  ii..ee..  sseeccoonndd  ggrraaddee  cciittiizzeennss..  

  33..  DDeeaatthh  bbyy  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  nnoott  eeiitthheerr  aacccceepptt  IIssllaamm  nnoorr  ppaayy  tthhee  ppoollll--ttaaxx.. 

 "The Jews were allowed to stay at Khaibar on condition that they would pay 

half the produce of their lands to the Holy Prophet and in addition Jizya tax". 
 Mishkat II, p. 455 - footnote 

 "After the battle of Badr, the verse dealing with the booties was first revealed. 

The verse introduced the rule for the first time that the spoils of war would be 

the property of the soldiers who actually take part in the battle. Previously it  

went either to the coffers of the victorious king or commander even though he 
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did not join in the actual fight. That is one of the reasons why the soldiers of 

Islam fought tooth and nail. They would get Paradise in case of death in a 

holy war, and booties in case of conquest, Jihaad is therefore the best source 

of all acquisitions". 
 Mishkat II, p. 406 

 

BBoooottyy  iinncclluuddeedd  wwoommeenn:: 

 "In the actual war-field in the midst of hostilities, according to some jurists, 

some concessions were sometimes given to soldiers for recreation. Captive 

virgin girls in war were once made lawful for the soldiers for copulation" 
 Mishkat II, p. 440 

 "Abdullah (b.Masud) reported: We were on an expedition with Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) and we had no women with us. We said: 

Should we not have ourselves castrated? He (the Holy Prophet) forbade us to 

do so. He then granted us permission that we should contract temporary 

marriage for a stipulated period giving her a garment, and Abdullah then 

recited this verse: 'Those who believe do not make unlawful the good things 

which Allah has made lawful for you, and do not transgress. Allah does not 

like transgressors". 
 Sahih Muslim II, p. 705 

  

TTeemmppoorraarryy  MMaarrrriiaaggee  ffoorr  tthhee  GGrraattiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSoollddiieerrss  ooff  IIssllaamm  

TThhiiss  pprraaccttiiccee  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ''mmuutt''aahh''..  IItt  iiss  ssttiillll  pprraaccttiicceedd  aammoonngg  SShhiiáá  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  wwaass  iinnddeeeedd  

rreeccoommmmeennddeedd,,  eevveenn  ffoorr  sscchhooooll  cchhiillddrreenn,,  bbyy  tthhee  ''AAyyaattoollllaahh  KKhhoommeeiinnii''..  

 "Ibn Juraij reported: Ata reported that Jabir b.Abdullah came to perform Umrai, and 

we came to his abode, and the people asked him about different things, and then they 

made a mention of temporary marriage, whereupon he said: Yes, we had been 

benefiting ourselves by this temporary marriage during the lifetime of the Holy 

Prophet (may peace be upon him) and during the time of Abu Bakr and Umar. 

 Jabir b.Abdullah reported: We contracted temporary marriage giving a handful of 

dates or flour as a dower during the lifetime of Allah's Messenger (may peace be 

upon him) and during the time of Abu Bakr until Umar forbade it in the case of Amr 

b.Hurith. 

 Sabra Juhanni reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) permitted 

temporary marriage for us. So I and another person went out and saw a woman of 

Banu Amir, who was like a young long-necked she-camel. We presented ourselves to 

her (for contracting temporary marriage), whereupon she said: What dower would 

you give me? I said: My cloak. And my companions also said: My cloak. And the 

cloak of my companion was superior to my cloak, but I was younger than he. So 

when she looked at the cloak of my companion she liked it, and when she cast a 

glance at me I looked more attractive to her. She then said: Well, you and your cloak 

are sufficient for me. I remained with her for three nights, and then Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) said he who has any such woman with whom 

he had contracted temporary marriage, he should let her off". 
 Sahih Muslim II, p. 706 
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IInn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  wwhhaatt  wwee  rreeaadd,,  tthheerree  iiss  lliittttllee  wwoonnddeerr  tthhaatt  aa  ppooeemm  aassccrriibbeedd  ttoo  AAllii  iibbnn  AAbbii  TTaalliibb,,  

rreeaaddss:: 

"Our flowers are the sword and the dagger; 

Narcissus and myrtle are nought. 

Our drink is the blood of our foeman; 

Our goblet his skull, when we've fought". 

 

TThhee  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  MMuusslliimmss  aacctteedd  oonnllyy  iinn  ddeeffeennccee  iiss  ssiimmppllyy  uunnttrruuee..  WWhhaatt  wweerree  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  

ddeeffeennddiinngg  iinn  SSppaaiinn,,  FFrraannccee,,  IInnddiiaa,,  PPeerrssiiaa  oorr  aatt  tthhee  vveerryy  ggaatteess  ooff  VViieennnnaa??  

OObbjjeeccttiivvee  oobbsseerrvveerrss  wwiillll  ccoonncclluuddee::  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  mmaatteerriiaall  ggaaiinn  aanndd  ppoolliittiiccaall  ppoowweerr  wweerree  sshhoowwnn  ttoo  

bbee  mmoorree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  tthhaann  tthhee  mmaakkiinngg  ooff  ccoonnvveerrttss..  OOnnee  ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  hheellpp  ffeeeelliinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  HHoollyy  WWaarr  

wwaass  pprreetteennccee  ttoo  mmaakkee  bboooottyy  aanndd  rreecceeiivvee  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  ttaaxxeess..      

TThhiiss  iinntteerreesstt  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  ggaavvee  eennoorrmmoouuss  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  mmiilliittaarryy  mmoommeennttuumm  ttoo  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  IIssllaamm..  

EEaacchh  wwaarrrriioorr  hhaadd  aa  rriigghhtt  ttoo  tthhee  bbeelloonnggiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  mmaann  hhee  hhaadd  ssllaaiinn  oorr  ccaappttuurreedd,,  aanndd  ccoouulldd  sseellll  

ffoorr  rraannssoomm  aannyy  pprriissoonneerr  hhee  hhaadd  mmaaddee..  WWoommeenn  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn  wweerree  aallssoo  ttrreeaatteedd  aass  bboooottyy..  AA  

MMuusslliimm  ssaaww  nnoo  mmoorraall  iirrrreegguullaarriittyy  iinn  ttaakkiinngg  mmaarrrriieedd  wwoommeenn  pprriissoonneerrss  aass  ccoonnccuubbiinneess,,  aass  lloonngg  

aass  tthheeyy  wweerree  nnoott  pprreeggnnaanntt..  

  

  

                TTHHEE  OOPPPPOOSSIINNGG  CCOONNCCEEPPTT  OOFF  JJEESSUUSS  

 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 
 Matth. 5:9 

You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth'. But I 
tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone wants to sue 
you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If someone 
forces you to go one kilometer, go with him two kilometers. Give to the 
one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you. you have heard that it was said: 'Love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy. But I tell you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you.  Matth. 5:38-44 

 

  

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD’’ss  AATTTTIITTUUDDEE  TTOOWWAARRDDSS  HHIISS  EENNEEMMIIEESS          

JJuussttiiccee  aanndd  ccoommppaassssiioonn  aarree  tthhee  ttwwoo  ccoommppoonneennttss  tthhaatt  ccrreeaattee  aa  cciivviill  ssoocciieettyy..  WWee  aarree  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  

aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  GGeenneevvaa  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  rreegguullaattiinngg  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  rreellaattiioonnss  

aanndd  tthhee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  pprriissoonneerrss..  BBuutt  tthheerree  hhaavvee  aallwwaayyss  bbeeeenn  eetthhiiccss..  TThhee  eexxaammppllee  ooff  JJeessuuss  sseett  

tthhee  ssttaaggee  ffoorr  CChhrriissttiiaann  mmoorraalliittyy..  AA  cchhiivvaallrryy  iinnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  tthhaatt  ccoouulldd  aallrreeaaddyy  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd  iinn  tthhee  

eeaarrllyy  mmeeddiieevvaall  ttiimmee..  WWee  aarree  ssaadd  ttoo  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  

ooppppoonneennttss  wwaass  aallll  ttoooo  oofftteenn  ggoovveerrnneedd  bbyy  pprraaggmmaattiiccss  oorr,,  wwoorrssee,,  bbyy  hhaattrreedd..  WWhheenn  ssttuuddyyiinngg  tthhee  

bbiiooggrraapphhiicc  mmaatteerriiaallss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  lliiffee,,  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  hhee  oorrddeerreedd  aatt  lleeaasstt  2277  aassssaassssiinnaattiioonnss..  

TTHHEE  MMUURRDDEERR  OOFF  KKAA’’BB  IIBBNN  AASSHHRRAAFF  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  ccaalllleedd  ffoorr  aa  vvoolluunntteeeerr  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  tthhee  aassssaassssiinnaattiioonn  ooff  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  ppeerrssoonnaall  

eenneemmiieess..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  bb..  MMaassllaammaa  ooffffeerreedd  hhiiss  sseerrvviicceess  wwiitthh  tthheessee  wwoorrddss:: 
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 'O Apostle of Allah, we shall have to tell lies'. He answered, 'Say what you like, 

for you are free in the matter'. 
 Siratut-ul Rasul, vs. 151 

 It has been narrated on the authority of Jabir that the Messenger of Allah 

(may peace be upon him) said: Who will kill Ka'b b.Ashraf? He has maligned 

Allah, the Exalted, and His Messenger, Muhammad b. Maslama said: 

Messenger of Allah, do you wish that I should kill him? He said: Yes. He said: 

Permit me to talk (to him in the way I deem fit). He said: Talk (as you like). So 

Muhammad b.Maslama came to Ka'b and talked to him, referred to the old 

friendship between them and said: This man (i.e. the Holy Prophet) has made 

up his mind to collect charity (from us) and this has put us to a great 

hardship. When he heard this, Ka'b said: By Allah, you will be put to more 

trouble by him. Muhammad b.Maslama said: No doubt, now we have become 

his followers and we do not like to forsake him until we see what turn his 

affairs will take. I want that you should give me a loan. He said: What will 

you mortgage? He said: What do you want? He said: Pledge me your women. 

He said: You are the most handsome of the Arabs; should we pledge our 

women to you? He said: pledge me your children. He said: the son of one of 

us may abuse us saying that he was pledged for two wasqs of dates, but we 

can pledge you (our) weapons. He said: All right. Then Muhammad 

b.Maslama promised that he would come to him with Hartih, Au Abs b.Jabr 

and Abbad b.Bishr. So they came and called upon him at night. He came 

down to them. Sufyan says that all the narrators except Amr have stated that 

his wife said: I hear a voice which sounds like the voice of murder. He said: it 

is only Muhammad b.Maslama and his foster-brother, Abu Na'ila. When a 

gentleman is called at night even if to be pierced with a spear, he should 

respond to the call. Muhammad said to his companions: As he comes down, I 

will extend my hands  towards his head and when I hold him fast, you should 

do your job. So when he came down and he was holding his cloak under his 

arm, they said to him: We sense from you a very fine smell. He said: Yes, I 

have with me a mistress who is the most scented of the women of Arabia. He 

said: Allow me to smell (the scent on your head). He said: Yes, you may smell. 

So he caught it and smelt. Then he said: Allow me to do so (once again). He 

then held his head fast and said to his companions: do you job. And they 

killed him. 
 Sahih Muslim III, p. 990-991 

 

 

    TThhee  SSiirraattuutt--uull  RRaassuull  ccoonnttiinnuueess  tthhee  ssaammee  ssttoorryy:: 

 They walked on farther ... Ka'b suspected no evil. Then he cried, 'Smite the 

enemy of Allah!'  So they smote him, and their swords clashed over him with 

no effect. Muhammad b.Maslama said, 'I remembered my dagger when I saw 

that our swords were useless, and I seized it. Meanwhile the enemy of God had 

made such a noise that every fort around us was showing a light. I thrust it 

into the lower part of his body, then I bore down upon it until I reached his 

genitals, and the enemy of Allah fell to the ground. Al-Harith had been hurt, 

being wounded either in his head or in his foot, one of our swords having 

struck him. 
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 We carried him and brought him to the apostle at the end of the night. We 

saluted him as he stood praying, and he came out to us, and we told him that 

we had killed Allah's enemy. He spat upon our comrade's wounds, and both he 

and we returned to our families. Our attack upon Allah 's enemy cast terror 

among the Jews, and there was no Jew in Medina who did not fear for his life. 

The apostle said, 'Kill any Jew that falls into your power'. 
 Siratut-ul Rasul, vs. 552-554                                                                                                                                                          

TTHHEE  MMUURRDDEERR  OOFF  SSAALLLLAAMM  
 When Aus had killed Ka'b for his enmity towards the apostle, Khazraj used 

these words and asked themselves what man was as hostile to the apostle as 

Ka'b? And then they remembered Sallam, who was in Khaybar and asked and 

obtained the apostle's permission to kill him. 

 Five men of B.Salima of Khazraj went to him: 'Abdullah b.Atik; Mas'ud 

b.Sinan; Abdullah b.Unays; Abu Qatada al-Harith b.Rib'i; and Khuza'i 

b.Aswad, an ally from Aslam. As they left, the apostle appointed Abdullah 

b.Atik as their leader, and he forbade them to kill women or children. When 

they got to Khaybar they went to Sallam's house by night, having locked every 

door in the settlement on the inhabitants. Now he was in an upper chamber of 

his to which a ladder led up. They mounted this until they came to the door 

and asked to be allowed to come in. His wife came out and asked who they 

were and they told her that they were Arabs in search of supplies. She told 

them that their man was here and that they could come in. When we entered 

we bolted the door of the room on her and ourselves fearing lest something 

should come between us and him. His wife shrieked and warned him of us, so 

we ran at him with our swords as he was on his bed. The only thing that 

guided us in the darkness of the night was his whiteness like an Egyptian 

blanket. When his wife shrieked one of our number would lift his sword against 

her; then he would remember the apostle's ban on killing women and 

withdraw his hand; but for that we would have made an end of her that night. 

When we had smitten him with our swords Abdullah B.Unays bore down with 

his sword into his belly until it went right through him, as he was saying Qatni, 

qatni, i.e. it's enough. 

 We went out. Now Abdullah b.Atik had poor sight, and fell from the ladder and 

sprained his arm severely, so we carried him until we brought him to one of 

their water channels and went into it. The people lit lamps and went in search 

of us in all directions until, despairing of finding us, they returned to their 

master and gathered round him as he was dying. We asked each other how we 

could know that the enemy of God was dead, and one of us volunteered to go 

and see; so off he went and mingled with the people. He said, 'I found his wife 

and some Jews gathered round him. She had a lamp in her hand and was 

peering into his face and saying to them 'By God, I certainly heard the voice of 

Abdullah B.Atik. Then I decided I must be wrong and thought, 'How can Ibn 

Atik be in this country?'Then she turned towards him, looking into his face, 

and said, 'By the God of the Jews, he is dead!' Never have I heard sweeter 

words than those. 

 Then he came to us and told us the news, and we picked up our companion 

and took him to the apostle and told him that we had killed Allah 's enemy. We 

disputed before him as to who had killed him, each of us laying claim to the 

deed. The apostle demanded to see our swords and when he looked at them 
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he said, 'It is the sword of Abdullah b.Unays that killed him; I can see traces 

of food on it'.  Siratut-ul Rasul, vs. 714-715 

 

TTHHEE  MMUURRDDEERR  OOFF  AABBUU  RRAAFFII  

Allah's Apostle sent some men from the Ansar to (kill) Abu Rafi, the Jew, 

and appointed 'Abdullah bin Atik as their leader. Abu Rafi used to hurt 

Allah's Apostle and help his enemies against him. 

The story then tells, how this was done:   

I … hit him with the sword, and because of my perplexity, I could not kill 

him. He cried loudly, and I came out of the house and waited for a while, 

and then went to him again and said, 'What is this voice, O Abu Rafi?' He 

said, 'Woe to your mother! A man in my house has hit me with a sword!' I 

again hit him severely but I did not kill him. Then I drove the point of the 

sword into his belly (and pressed it through) till it touched his back, and I 

realized that I have killed him. I then opened the doors one by one till I 

reached the staircase, and thinking that I had reached the ground, I stepped 

out and fell down and got my leg broken in a moonlit night. I tied my leg 

with a turban and proceeded on till I sat at the gate, and said, 'I will not go 

out tonight till I know that I have killed him.' So, when (early in the 

morning) the cock crowed, the announcer of the casualty stood on the wall 

saying, 'I announce the death of Abu Rafi, the merchant of Hijaz. Thereupon 

I went to my companions and said, 'Let us save ourselves, for Allah has 

killed Abu Rafi,' So I (along with my companions proceeded and) went to 

the Prophet and described the whole story to him." He said, 'Stretch out 

your (broken) leg.' I stretched it out and he rubbed it and it became all right 

as if I had never had any ailment whatsoever.  Al-Bukhari, Hadith 5.371 

 

 

THE MURDER OF MARVAN’S DAUGHTER 

 When the apostle heard what she had said he said, 'Who will rid me of 

Marwan's daughter? Umayr B.Adiy al-Khatmi who was with him heard him, 

and that very night he went to her house and killed her. In the morning he 

came to the apostle and told him what he had done and he said, 'You have 

helped God and His apostle, O Umayr!'. When he asked if he would have to 

bear any evil consequences the apostle said, 'Two goats won't butt their heads 

about her', so Umayr went back to his people.    ‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  , vs. 996 

 

THE SLAUGHTER OF OCBA   

On tomorrow, the prisoners were brought up before him. As he scrutinized 

each, his eye fell fiercely on Nadhr, son of Harish. 'There was death in that 

glance', whispered Nadhr, trembling to a bystander. 'Not so', replied the other, 

'it is but thine own imagination'. The unfortunate prisoner thought otherwise 

and besought Musab to intercede for him. Musab reminded him that he had 

denied the faith and persecuted Believers. Ah, said Nadhr, had the Coreish be 

made the prisoners. they would never have met the death! 'Even were it so' 

Mohammad scornfully replied 'I am not as thou and Islam hath  rent all 
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bounds asunder. Micda, the captor, fearing lest the prisoner, and with him the 

chance of a rich ransom, was about to slip from his hands, cried out, 'The 

prisoner is mine'. But at this moment the command to strike off his head! was 

interposed by Mohammad, who has been watching what passed. 'And, O Lord' 

he added, 'do thou of thy bounty grant unto Micdad a better prey than this'. 

Nadhr was forthwith beheaded by Ali. 

 Two days afterwards, about half-way to Medina, Ocba, another prisoner, was 

ordered out for execution. He ventured to expostulate and demand why he 

should be treated more rigourously than the other captives. 'Because of thy 

enmity to Allah and to His Prophet', replied Mohammad. 'And my little girl' 

cried Ocba, in the bitterness of his soul, 'who will take care of her?' 'Hell-fire!' 

exclaimed the heartless conqueror, and on the instant his victim was hewn to 

the ground".  ‘Dictionary of Islam’, p. 380 

 

 

WWhhiillee  tthhiiss  mmaayy  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  mmeetthhooddss  ooff  sseeccrreett  aaggeennttss  iinn  tthheeiirr  ppoolliittiiccaall  hhiitt--ssqquuaadd  iinnttrriigguuee  aanndd  

ffaaccttiioonn  hhaattrreedd,,  wwee  ddeeeemm  iitt  nnoott  ffiittttiinngg  ffoorr  aa  mmaann  ooff  GGoodd  ttoo  aacctt  lliikkee  tthhiiss  --  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ssoo  aafftteerr  

JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  hhaass  ooppeenneedd  oouurr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ttoo  aa  nneeww  sseett  ooff  eetthhiiccss..  WWhhiillee  CChhuurrcchh  hhiissttoorryy  hhaass  aa  

lloott  ttoo  ssaayy  aabboouutt  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  eennmmiittyy,,  iinnttrriigguuee  aanndd  eevveenn  mmuurrddeerr,,  tthhiiss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ttrraacceedd  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  

tteeaacchhiinngg  oorr  eexxaammppllee  ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  WWhhaatt  aa  ccoonnttrraasstt  wwee  ffiinndd  iinn  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhhoo  ssaaiidd:: 

 'Kill any Jew that falls into your power'. Thereupon Muhayyisa b.Mas'lud 

leapt upon Ibn Sunayna, a Jewish merchant with whom they had social and 

business relations, and killed him. Huwayyisa was not a Muslim at the time 

though he was the elder brother. When Muhayyisa killed him Huwalyyisa 

began to beat him, saying, 'You enemy of Allah, did you kill him when much of 

the fat on your belly comes from his wealth?' Muhayyisa answered, 'Had the 

one who ordered me to kill him ordered me to kill you I would have cut your 

head off'. Siratut-ul Rasul, vs. 554 

    

TTHHEE  WWIIVVEESS  AANNDD  CCOONNCCUUBBIINNEESS  OOFF  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD        

TToo  pprrooppeerrllyy  aanndd  jjuussttllyy  aasssseessss  tthhee  lliiffee  aanndd  aaccttiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  hhiiss  rruulleess,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  

rreeaalliizzee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  lliivveedd  ±±  660000  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss  rreevveeaalleedd  GGoodd’’ss  ppllaannss  aanndd  

ppuurrppoosseess  ffoorr  oouurr  lliivveess..  AA  ccoommppaarriissoonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ppoollyyggaammyy  ((ttoo  bbee  

mmaarrrriieedd  ttoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  wwiiffee))  wwaass  ttoolleerraatteedd  bbyy  GGoodd,,  iiss  tthheerreeffoorree  nnoott  jjuussttiiffiieedd..  IItt  mmaayy  bbee  

aaddddeedd  tthhaatt  aadduulltteerryy  aanndd  ddiivvoorrccee  wweerree  nnoott  oovveerrllooookkeedd  eevveenn  uunnddeerr  tthhee  OO..TT..  ddiissppeennssaattiioonn....  

AA  MMuusslliimm  mmaann  mmaayy  lleeggaallllyy  mmaarrrryy  uupp  ttoo  ffoouurr  wwiivveess  ((eexxcclluuddiinngg  ccoonnccuubbiinneess)).. 

  Marry women of your choice, two, or three, or four. But if ye fear that ye shall 

not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one, or (a captive) that your 

right hands possess, that will be more suitable, to prevent you from doing 

injustice. Surah 4:3 

 

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  lliivveedd  2255  yyeeaarrss  iinn  mmaarrrriiaaggee  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  wwiiffee  KKhhaaddiijjaa..  AAfftteerr  hheerr  ddeeaatthh,,  wwhhiicchh  

rroouugghhllyy  ccooiinncciiddeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  HHiijjrraa  ttoo  MMeeddiinnaa,,  hhee  mmaarrrriieedd  nnoo  lleessss  tthhaann  1122  wwiivveess  iinn  sshhoorrtt  

ssuucccceessssiioonn..  PPeerrhhaappss  aallll,,  eexxcceepptt  AAyyeesshhaa,,  wweerree  wwiiddoowwss  oorr  ddiivvoorrcceeeess..  ((SSeeee  lliisstt  iinn  tthhee  aappppeennddiixx))..  

SSttrraannggeellyy  tthhiiss  lleeaadd  ttoo  aann  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ssttaattuuss..  IInn  oouurr  mmooddeerrnn  wwoorrlldd  hhee  iiss  rraatthheerr  

vviieewweedd  aass  aa  mmaann  ooff  ccoommppaassssiioonn  wwhhoo  ssaallvvaaggeedd  tthheessee  ppoooorr  wwoommeenn  ffrroomm  aann  uunnpprrootteecctteedd  wwaayy  ooff  

lliiffee  bbyy  ssuuppppllyyiinngg  tthheeiirr  ddaaiillyy  nneeeeddss..  AA  ssuuggggeessttiioonn  tthhaatt  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinntteerreessttss,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  sseexxuuaall  
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ggrraattiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  wweerree  aa  mmoottiivvee  iiss  bblluunnttllyy  rreeffuusseedd  bbyy  jjuusstt  aabboouutt  aallll  MMuusslliimmss..  WWee  ddoo  nnoott  wwaanntt  ttoo  

ddiissppuuttee  hhiiss  ssoocciiaall  ccoonncceerrnn  iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess,,  bbuutt  sshhoouulldd  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssiiddee  aass  wweellll::  

WWee  lliikkee  ttoo  ssttaattee  aaggaaiinn  tthhaatt  aallll  oouurr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  eeaarrllyy  IIssllaamm  iiss  ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  IIssllaammiicc  ssoouurrcceess,,  

aanndd  ccaann  bbee  ffoouunndd  oonn  ppaaggeess  3311--4455..  

 MUHAMMAD'S AFFAIR WITH MARY THE COPT                                          

Mary (the Copt) was a Christian slave given to Muhammad 7 AH (628 AD) by the 

Governor of Egypt, Elmokaukas. Her sister, Shereena, was also given at the same time. 

Muhammad became intimate with Mary and she bore him Ebrahim, who died in 10 AH. 

Intimacy took place in the home and bed of his wife Hafsah (daughter of Umar) who 

was absent at that moment and on the day which was either her or Aysha's (daughter of 

Abu Bakr) turn. When Hafsah found this out and questioned him he promised (on oath) 

not to touch Mary again if she would keep this a secret, and promised that Umar and 

Abu Bakr should be his successors. Hafsah, however, did not keep quiet and told Aysha 

about this event. As a result Muhammad had no dealings with any of his wives for a full 

month, living with Mary alone.                                                                                                                          
‘Der Koran’ translated by Ludwig Ullmann, Footnote 2 of Surah 66:1-2, p. 456 

  ((TThhee  ccoommpplleettee  ssttoorryy  iiss  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  RRaauuzzaattuu''rr  SSaaffaa,,  VVooll..  IIII,,  pp..  118888))..  

AAtt  tthhiiss  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ttiimmee  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  ggiivveenn  aa  ssuuiittaabbllee  ""rreevveellaattiioonn""::                                 
O Prophet! Why holdest thou to be forbidden that which, Allah has made 

lawful to thee? Thou seekest to please thy consorts. But Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful. Allah has already ordained for you (O men) the dissolution of 

your oaths (in some cases)[these inserts are not part of the text!] and Allah is 

your Protector, and He is full of knowledge and wisdom. When the Prophet 

disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his consorts, and she then divulged 

it (to another), and Allah made it known to him, he confirmed part thereof and 

repudiated a part ... It may be, if he divorced you (all) that Allah will give him 

in exchange consorts better than you - who submit (their wills), who believe, 

who are devout, who turn to Allah in repentance, who worship (in humility), 

who travel (for faith) and fast - previously married or virgins.  Surah 66:1-3,5 

AAll--BBaaiizzaawwii,,  ((CCoommmmeennttaarryy  VVooll..  IIII,,  pppp..  334400--334411)),,  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr,,  

ggiivveess  aann  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ppaassssaaggee::                                                                                         

It is related that Mohammed was alone in company with Mary in Ayesha's or 

Hafsah's turn. Hafsah became aware of that and therefore scolded him about 

it. He declared he had taken an oath, but admitted his unlawful behaviour, 

therefore these verses descended.                                                                                                
Mizanu'l Haqq, p.330; (The "Mishkat" names Zainab instead of Hafsah); Mishkat II, p. 680-

681 
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WWee  oouugghhtt  ttoo  bbee  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  mmaayy  ttaakkee  ggrraavvee  ooffffeennccee  aatt  tthhee  aabboovvee  rreeccoorrddeedd  

eevveenntt..  TToo  iilllluussttrraattee  tthhiiss,,  aann  eexxttrraacctt  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbooookk  ""NNaammoooossee  RRaassooooll""  bbyy  HHaaffiizz  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

SSaawwaarr  QQuurreesshhii  iiss  aaddddeedd::  

"In Defense of the Honor of Muhammad 

Peace and blessing of Allah be on him 

I cannot explain fully what was the condition of my mind at that time. 

Strange doubts and fears of a nature that would put me outside the limits of 

Islam arose in my mind about the mission of the leader and seal of the 

prophet. I was so disturbed because the ugly act which Maudoodi was 

attributing to the messenger of God was so hideous that even a sinful person 

like myself could not have committed it or thought of committing it. How 

could a great messenger of God, walking on the path of Truth, have done 

such a thing? Whatever else such a person might be, he certainly would not 

be the messenger of God. Consider what would happen when this extremely 

misleading commentary would be translated into the English language and 

other international languages and would reach the nations of the world! 

What opinion would they form of the best men, Muhammad, (peace and 

blessings of Allah be on him) after reading Maudoodi's commentary when 

they (especially the Europeans) are already very much prejudiced against 

the Prophet owing to other misleading and distorted versions of Islam which 

have reached them! Alas, would there be such a true believer who, out of 

sheer love of the truthful Prophet, make sure that this misleading 

commentary would not be able to do the harm it is capable of doing? 

Perhaps such a believer could use my book 'Namoose Rasool' (The Honor of 

the  Prophet's Household) to prove to the non-Muslim peoples that the ugly 

tradition of slavery and concubining was not invented by the Messenger of 

God. 

 Some people may object to the weakness of my faith; however it is not a 

question of the weakness of my faith but of the credibility of my appropriate 

witnessing. We know from the Qur'an that it is correct to assume that faith 

can increase and also become weaker on the basis of reason and reliable 

evidence. My faith is based on the truthfulness and justice of the holy Qur'an 

and the highest moral and ethical example of the messenger of God referred 

to in the Qur'an as 'the pattern of excellence'. Hence imagine my mental 

condition when the greatest scholar and thinker of Islam in these times 

comes forward as a witness and testifies that whatever the enemies of Islam 

had been saying in their malice and hate about the messenger was partially, 

if not entirely true. The stories that the Prophet was a lustful person and 

used women as concubines (O Allah forgive us) and that Muslims could take 

men as slaves, even without war, and take women from decent households 

and use them as concubines and 'keeps' without benefit of marriage, was 

being given the seal of authenticity by a scholar of Islam. 

 It is clear that Mary the Copt was not taken prisoner in a war. And 

according to Maudoodi, the messenger of Islam took her as his concubine 

without any fault of hers and entirely according to the tradition of the 

unbelievers. This would go even against what the generality of Islamic 

scholars say and agree upon, that Islam did put an end to slavery that was 

rampant among the unbelievers and the associates, and that whatever 

slavery Islam did 'permit', had to do only with the prisoner of war. Even if 
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this viewpoint is true, how would it be proper to justify the enslavement of 

Mary the Copt by the great moral messenger? Was she being treated as a 

prisoner of war? Or had she been taken and enslaved merely on the basis of 

the established tradition of slavery among the associates and unbelievers? 

 Thus when we get this witness from the greatest scholar of Islam in our 

time, that 'in fact' the messenger of Islam had not even been forced by the 

conditions of war but had merely, according to unislamic culture then 

prevalent, taken Mary as a slave girl, and that too without marriage, and 

forced her entry into his household, then who would conscientiously believe 

in the messengership of such a person? Surely this was a deed which went 

against the very Qur'an which the messenger had been sent to teach and 

publicize. It is of course true that some other Muslim commentators and 

historians have also written that Mary was the slave girl of the Prophet. 

This took the meaning in my mind that originally she was a slave girl but the 

Messenger of God must have married her. This did not leave a bad 

impression. But the words Maudoodi used, that it had not been proven that 

the Prophet ever married her, were shattering. Such misleading words I had 

not come across from a scholar of Islam". 
        Al-Balaag, Johannesburg, Nov./Dec. issue 1988 

 

TThhee  ssaadd  ffaacctt  iiss  tthhaatt  MMaarryy  tthhee  CCoopptt  was aa  ccoonnccuubbiinnee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThhee  ccoonncclluussiioonn  tthhaatt  ''wwhhaatt  

mmuusstt  nnoott  bbee  ccaannnnoott  bbee''  iiss  aass  ffaallssee  aass  tthhee  ssuuppppoossiittiioonn  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  ppuutt  aann  eenndd  ttoo  ssllaavveerryy.. WWee  ccaann  

cclleeaarrllyy  sseeee  tthhaatt  tthhee  lloonnggiinngg  ffoorr  ppuurriittyy  iinn  mmaannyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  iiss  iinnddeeeedd  aann  aassppeecctt,,  wwhhiicchh  mmaakkeess  tthhee  

GGoossppeell  ooff  JJeessuuss  vveerryy  aappppeeaalliinngg  ––  pprroovviiddeedd  iitt  iiss  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  tthheemm..  

  

  

MUHAMMAD'S AFFAIR WITH ZAINAB 

Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said to Zaid to make a mention 

to her about him. Zaid went on until he came to her and she was fermenting 

her flour. He (Zaid) said: As I saw her I felt in my heart an idea of her 

greatness so much so that I could not see towards her (simply for a fact) and 

Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had made a  mention of her. So I 

turned my back towards her, and I turned upon my heels and said: Zainab, 

Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) has sent (me) with a message to 

you. She said: I do not do anything until I consult the will of my Lord. So 

she stood at her place of worship and the (verses of) the Qur'an (pertaining 

to her marriage) were revealed, and Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon 

him) came to her without permission". 
Sahih Muslim II, p. 724 

 

AAnndd  tthhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘rreevveellaattiioonn’’  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  tthheenn  ggiivveenn:: 

It is not fitting for a Believer, man or woman, when a matter has been decided 

by Allah and His Apostle, to have any option about their decision. If anyone 

disobeys Allah and His Apostle, he is indeed on a clearly wrong path.                  

Behold! though didst say to one who had received the grace of Allah and thy 

favour: 'Retain thou (in wedlock) thy wife, and fear Allah'. But thou didst hide 

in thy heart that which Allah was about to make manifest: thou didst fear the 

people, but it is more fitting that thou shouldst fear Allah. Then when Zaid had 

dissolved (his marriage) with her, with the necessary (formality), we joined her 

in marriage to thee; in order that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the 

Believers in (the matter of) marriage with the wives of their adopted sons, 

when the latter have dissolved with the necessary (formality)(Their marriage) 
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with them: and Allah's command must be fulfilled.There can be no difficulty to 

the Prophet in what Allah has indicated to him as a duty.  Surah 33:36-38 

 

  

MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD''SS  MMAARRRRIIAAGGEE  TTOO  AAYYEESSHHAA    

 Aisha (Allah be pleased with her) reported that Allah's Apostle (may peace be 

upon him) married her when she was seven years old, and she was taken to his 

house as a bride when she was nine, and her dolls were with her; and when he 

(the Holy Prophet) died she was eighteen years old. 
 Sahih Muslim p. 716 

 

WWee  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  aa  MMuusslliimm  mmaayy  nnoott  mmaarrrryy  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  wwiiffee  uunnlleessss  hhee  ttrreeaattss  tthheemm  aallll  

aalliikkee..  TThhiiss  iiss  hhuummaannllyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg  iimmppoossssiibbllee..  OOnnee  ccaannnnoott  lloovvee  sseevveerraall  wwiivveess  eeqquuaallllyy..  TThhiiss  aallssoo  

aapppplliieess  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  aass  wwee  aallrreeaaddyy  rreeaalliizzeedd..  TThhee  TTrraaddiittiioonnss  rreeppoorrtt  ooff  sscceenneess  ooff  jjeeaalloouussyy..  

AAyyeesshhaa  ssaaiidd:: 

I used to look down upon those ladies who had given themselves to Allah's 

Apostle and I used to say, "Can a lady give herself (to a man)?" But when 

Allah revealed: "You (O Muhammad) can postpone (the turn of) whom you 

will of them (your wives), and you may receive any of them whom you will; 

and there is no blame on you if you invite one whose turn you have set aside 

(temporarily),"   (33.51) I said (to the Prophet), "I feel that your Lord 

hastens in fulfilling your wishes and desires." Al-Bukhari 6.311 

'Ayesha said, "Allah's Apostle used to take the permission of that wife with 

whom he was supposed to stay overnight if he wanted to go to one other 

than her, after this Verse was revealed:  

'You (O Muhammad) can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them 

(your wives) and you may receive any (of them) whom you will; and there is 

no blame on you if you invite one whose turn you have set aside 

(temporarily).' " (33.51) I asked 'Ayesha, "What did you use to say (in this 

case) (sic)?" She said, "I used to say to him, 'If I could deny you the 

permission (to go to your other wives) I would not allow your favor to be 

bestowed on any other person.'  Al-Bukhari 6.312 

 

TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ffuullll  tteexxtt  tthhaatt  iiss  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aabboovvee  iiss::    

O Prophet! We have made lawful to thee thy wives to whom thou hast paid 

their dowers; and those whom thy right hand possess out of the prisoners of 

war whom Allah has assigned to thee; and daughters of thy paternal uncles 

and aunts, and daughters of thy maternal uncles and aunts, who migrated 

(from Mecca) with thee; and any believing woman who dedicates her soul 

to the Prophet if the Prophet wishes to wed her - this only for thee, and not 

for the Believers (at large). We know what We have appointed for them as to 

their wives and the captives whom their right hands possess; - in order that 

there should be no difficulty for thee. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful. 
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 Thou mayest defer (the turn of) any of them that thou pleasest, and thou 

mayest receive any thou pleasest; and there is no blame on thee if thou 

invite one whose (turn) thou hadst set aside. 
 Surah 33:50-51 

 

  

AAllll  tthheessee  rreeccoorrddeedd  eevveennttss  mmaakkee  iitt  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  mmaarrrriiaaggeess  wweerree  

pprriimmaarriillyy  aaccttss  ooff  ccoommppaassssiioonn  aass  IIssllaamm  mmaaiinnttaaiinnss:: 

 Narrated Qatada: Anas ibn Malik said: 'The Prophet used to visit all his wives 

in a round, during the day and night and they were eleven in number'. I asked 

Anas: 'Had the Prophet the strength for it?' Anas replied, 'We used to say that 

the Prophet was given the strength of thirty (men)'. And Sa'id said on the 

authority of Qatada that Anas had told him about nine wives only (not eleven). 
 Al-Bukhari I, p. 165 

 Ubayd Allah Ibn Musa ... said: The Apostle of Allah, may Allah bless him, 

said: Gabriel brought a kettle from which I ate and I was given the power of 

sexual intercourse equal to forty men. 
 Ibn Sa'd, p. 438 

CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONN  

WWee  aarree  rreemmiinnddeedd  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  JJeessuuss:: 

 Have you not read that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male 
and female’, and said, ‘for this reason will a man leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 
So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no man separate… Moses permitted you to divorce your 
wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the 
beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.  

 Matth. 19:4-9 

 He who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits 
adultery 

 Luke 16:18 

LLoovvee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  sseexxeess  iiss  eexxcclluussiivvee..  PPoollyyggaammyy  eexxcclluuddeess  ddeevvootteedd  mmuuttuuaall  lloovvee  aanndd  iiss  rraatthheerr  

ffooccuusseedd  oonn  sseexxuuaall  ffuullffiillllmmeenntt,,  ssttaattuuss  oorr  ppoowweerr..  NNoo  wwiiffee,,  wwhhoo  lloovveess  hheerr  hhuussbbaanndd,,  wwaannttss  ttoo  

sshhaarree  hhiimm  wwiitthh  aannootthheerr  wwoommaann..  OOnnee  mmaayy  lloooossee  ssiigghhtt  ooff  tthhiiss  ffaacctt  iinn  aa  ppoollyyggaammoouuss  ssoocciieettyy,,  bbuutt  

eevveenn  AAyyeesshhaa,,  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ffaavvoouurriittee  wwiiffee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  ccoonnffeesssseedd  ttoo  

hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  jjeeaalloouuss..  HHooww  mmuucchh  mmoorree  wwoouulldd  tthhee  ootthheerr  wwiivveess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn!!  
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PPEERRSSOONNAALL    AADDVVAANNTTAAGGEESS  ––  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD’’SS  TTEEMMPPTTAATTIIOONN    

WWhheenn  wwee  llooookk  aatt  tthhee  ''rreevveellaattiioonnss''  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh,,  wwee  ccaannnnoott  ffaaiill  ttoo  sseeee  tthhaatt  aa  

nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppaassssaaggeess,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ddeeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  ddiivviinnee  rreevveellaattiioonnss,,  pprraaggmmaattiiccaallllyy  pprroommoottee  

ppeerrssoonnaall  aaddvvaannttaaggeess  ffoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThheessee  bboooosstteedd  hhiiss  ppoowweerr  aanndd  iinnfflluueennccee  aass  mmuucchh  aass  

hhiiss  pprriivviilleeggeess  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  tthhee  ootthheerr  sseexx..  AAggaaiinn  wwee  aarree  tteemmpptteedd  ttoo  ccoommppaarree  wwiitthh  CChhrriisstt,,  ooff  

wwhhoomm  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd::  

Each of you should look not only to your own interest, but also to 
the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself 
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven as on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.  Phil. 2:4-11 

 
Muslims are to assume that both, the Qur’an and the sayings and actions of 

Muhammad, were divinely inspired. That gives the Prophet of Islam absolute 

authority. We will have to take note that all these sources originate in ONE person, 

Muhammad. To fortify his position we read in the Qur’an: 

 'Say (O Muhammad) (to the people): If you love Allah, follow me and Allah 

will love you and forgive you your sins: for Allah is Forgiving, a Dispenser 

of Mercy'  Surah 3:31 

 
 Ye have indeed in the Apostle of Allah a beautiful pattern of (conduct) for 

anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages much 

in the praise of Allah. Surah 33:21 

 

             Abu Hurairah reported that he heard Allah's Apostle saying,  

                  We are the last but will be the foremost to enter Paradise." The Prophet 

added, "He who obeys me, obeys Allah, and he who disobeys me, 

disobeys Allah”.  al-Bukhari Hadith 4.204 and 9.384 

All my followers will enter Paradise except those who refuse." They said, 

"O Allah's Apostle! Who will refuse?" He said, "Whoever obeys me will 

enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me is the one who refuses (to enter 

it)."  al-Buakhari 9.384, see also 9.385 and Mishkat I, p. 159 

  

Based on this premise Muhammad became, already in his lifetime, the sole and 

absolute foundation and authority of all that concerns Islam. He is, by that token, the 

mediator between man and Allah. Therefore, even his very unchristlike behaviour in 

many ways, is viewed by Muslims to be a God-granted privilege. 

  All the utterances and deeds of the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) 

are thus divinely inspired, and in them alone can one find the true meaning 

and the real significance of the Will of Allah ... It is indeed a boundless 

favour of Allah to humanity that, along with His message, He also sent to us 
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His Messenger to elaborate and elucidate it, and then transmute it into 

practical reality under His direct guidance: 

 'And We have sent unto thee the Admonition that thou mayest expound unto 

mankind that which hath been revealed towards them'.  Surah 16:44 

 

 As a final dispenser of the Message of Allah, the Prophet alone is best 

fitted and, therefore, divinely authorized to determine the meanings of the 

Holy Qur'an, to unfold before humanity the deep wisdom contained in it, 

and then, on the basis of his wisdom, to purify the souls of the people and 

elevate them to the highest pinnacle of morality and God-consciousness: 

 It is by following Muhammad (may peace be upon him) that we can 

achieve the cherished goal of winning Allah's favour. 

  The question arises: Did the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) utter 

not a word besides what was revealed to him by the Lord in the form of the 

Qur'an? The answer obviously is: No. He did also explain the contents of 

the Divine revelations. He gave practical demonstration of their 

significance by leading his life according to them, and was thus 

instrumental in moulding the lives of his Companions after his own pattern 

of life. He did all this, of course, under Divine inspiration". 
 Sahih Muslim I, pp. i-ii - Commentary  

                        TThhee  pprraaccttiiccaall  oouuttwwoorrkkiinngg  ooff  tthhiiss  iiss  rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann::  

 O ye who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses until leave [= 

permission] is given you - for a meal, (and then) not (so early as) to wait 

for its preparation: but when ye are invited, enter. And when ye have taken 

your meal, disperse, without seeking familiar talk. Such (behaviour) annoys 

the Prophet: he is ashamed to dismiss you, but Allah is not ashamed (to tell 

you) the truth. And when ye ask (his ladies) for anything ye want, ask them 

from before a screen: that makes for greater purity for your hearts and for 

theirs. 

  Nor is it right for you that ye should annoy Allah's Apostle, or that ye 

should marry his widows after him at any time. 

 Those who annoy Allah and His Apostle - Allah has cursed them in this 

world and in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a humiliating 

Punishment. 

  It is not fitting for a Believer, man or woman, when a matter has been 

decided by Allah and His Apostle, to have any option about their decision. 

If anyone disobeys Allah and His Apostle, he is indeed on a clearly wrong 

Path. 

 We have made lawful to thee any believing woman who dedicates her soul 

to the Prophet if the Prophet wishes to wed her - this only for thee, and not 

for the Believers (at large). We know what We have appointed for them as 

to their wives and the captives whom their right hands possess - in order 
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that there should be no difficulty for thee. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful. Thou mayest defer (the turn of) any of them that thou pleasest, 

and thou mayest receive any thou pleasest: and there is no blame on thee if 

thou invite one whose (turn) thou hast set aside.  Surah 33:53, 57, 36, 50-51 

 

TTHHEE  FFIINNAALL  EEPPIISSOODDEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLIIFFEE  OOFF  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD        

TThhee  lliiffee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ccaann  ddiissttiinnccttllyy  bbee  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  tthhrreeee  ppaarrttss::  

  11..  HHiiss  cchhiillddhhoooodd,,  yyoouutthh  aanndd  eeaarrllyy  mmaarrrriieedd  lliiffee  uupp  ttoo  hhiiss  ccaalllliinngg  ((557700--660099  AADD))  

  22..  HHiiss  PPrroopphheetthhoooodd  aanndd  wwiittnneessss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ttiimmee  iinn  MMeeccccaa  ((661100--662222  AADD))  

  33..  HHiiss  lliiffee  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa  uunnttiill  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh  ((662233--663333  AADD))  

EEvveenn  iiff  wwee  qquueessttiioonn  hhiiss  ddiivviinnee  ccaalllliinngg,,  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhee  lliiffee  ssttyyllee  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttwwoo  sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  hhiiss  lliiffee  

qquuiittee  aacccceeppttaabbllee..  HHiiss  hhuummiilliittyy  aanndd  sseeeemmiinngg  ssiinncceerriittyy,,  hhiiss  mmaarrrriiaaggee  wwiitthh  KKhhaaddiijjaahh,,  hhiiss  ccoonncceerrnn  

ffoorr  wwiiddoowwss  aanndd  oorrpphhaannss,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ddeevvoottiioonn  ttoo  AAllllaahh,,  aallll  lleeaavvee  aa  ffaavvoouurraabbllee  iimmpprreessssiioonn..  

HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  llaasstt  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  lliiffee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  iinn  ssttaarrkk  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  ttiimmee  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ''HHiijjrraahh''..  

AAlltthhoouugghh  lloovveedd  bbyy  hhiiss  iimmmmeeddiiaattee  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  hhee  bbeeccaammee  aa  ddiiccttaattoorr  wwhhoo  kknneeww  hhooww  ttoo  eelliimmiinnaattee  

aannyy  rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  hhiiss  ddeemmaannddss..  TThhee  ''RRiiddddaa'',,  tthhee  rreebbeelllliioonn  aanndd  aappoossttaassyy  ooff  mmaannyy  aafftteerr  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ddeeaatthh,,  ssttrroonnggllyy  ssuuppppoorrttss  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  nnoott  jjuusstt  ffoolllloowweedd  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy..  TThhee  

mmaann  ooff  ppeeaaccee  bbeeccaammee  aa  mmaann  ooff  wwaarr..  TThhee  mmaann  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  oonnee  wwiiffee  bbeeccaammee  aa  ppoollyyggaammiisstt..  TThhee  

mmaann,,  wwhhoo  hhuummbbllyy  eenndduurreedd  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,  bbeeccaammee  aa  ppeerrsseeccuuttoorr..  

WWhheenn  ssccrruuttiinniizziinngg  tthhee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ''rreecceeiivveedd''  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ''HHiijjrraahh''  iinn  MMeeccccaa,,  wwee  

ffiinndd  mmuucchh  ooff  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  PPssaallmm--lliikkee  aanndd  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  iinn  ddiiccttiioonn  aanndd  ssttyyllee  ((tthhoouugghh  wwiitthh  rreeppeeaatteedd  

ssuuggggeessttiioonnss  ttoo  ooccccuulltt  pprraaccttiicceess))..  TThhee  ppaarrtt  aaddddeedd  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa  llaacckkss  tthheessee  qquuaalliittiieess..  IItt  iiss  rraatthheerr  lliikkee  

aa  ssttrriinngg  ooff  ccoommmmaannddss  aanndd  rruulleess,,  oofftteenn  tthhrreeaattss,,  llaacckkiinngg  tthhee  ppooeettiicc  cchhaarrmm..  

NNoott  oonnllyy  rreelliiggiioonn  bbuutt  aallssoo  lluusstt  ffoorr  bboooottyy  ((sseeee  ''JJiihhaaaadd''))  mmoottiivvaatteedd  hhiiss  aarrmmyy,,  wwhhiicchh  iinnccrreeaasseedd  

dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  ffrroomm  110000  ttoo  1100  000000!!  

TToowwaarrddss  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  lliiffee  hhee  aaccccllaaiimmeedd  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioonn  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ''ppeerrffeecctteedd''..  HHiiss  

ppoowweerr  aanndd  aauutthhoorriittyy  wweerree  nnoo  mmoorree  qquueessttiioonneedd..  

IInn  tthhee  66tthh  yyeeaarr  aafftteerr  tthhee  HHiijjrraahh,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  aatttteemmpptteedd  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  hhoossttiillee  MMeeccccaa  

ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  aa  ppiillggrriimmaaggee..  TThhee  MMeeccccaannss,,  pprroobbaabbllyy  ffeeaarriinngg  aa  hhiiddddeenn  aaggeennddaa,,  rreejjeecctteedd  tthhiiss..  

HHoowweevveerr,,  tthheeyy  eenntteerreedd  iinnttoo  aa  ttrreeaattyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  aallllooww  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarr..  TThhee  

MMeeccccaannss  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  ttooggeetthheerr  ddrraafftteedd  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  ‘‘TTrreeaattyy  ooff  aall--HHuuddaaiibbiiyyaahh’’..    

CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  iinn  tthhee  77tthh  yyeeaarr  AAHH,,  aann  UUmmrraahh22  wwaass  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd..  TThhiiss  rreellaaxxeedd  tthhee  eexxiissttiinngg  tteennssiioonn  

bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  yyeeaarrss  wweerree  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  ddiipplloommaattiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess..  LLeetttteerrss  ddeemmaannddiinngg  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  

AAllllaahh  wweerree  sseenntt  ttoo  rruulleerrss  ffaarr  aanndd  wwiiddee,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  EEmmppeerroorr  ooff  BByyzzaannzz..  TThhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  

tthhee  KKaa’’bbaa  aanndd  tthhee  HHaajjjj  iinnttoo  IIssllaamm  wwaass  aallssoo  lleesssseenniinngg  tthhee  tteennssiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  MMeeccccaann  aaddhheerreennttss  

ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  rreelliiggiioonn..  EEvveenn  tthhee  lleeaaddiinngg  ffiigguurree  aammoonngg  tthhee  ppaaggaann  MMeeccccaannss,,  aabbuu  SSuuffyyaann,,  oonnee  ooff    

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  FFaatthheerr--iinn--LLaawwss,,  nneeggoottiiaatteedd  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aabboouutt  tthhee  ppoossssiibbllee  ttaakkee--oovveerr  ooff  MMeeccccaa  bbyy  

tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  SSuubbsseeqquueennttllyy,,  aabbuu  SSuuffyyaann  ttooookk  oovveerr  aa  lleeaaddiinngg  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  eexxppaannddiinngg  IIssllaammiicc  

EEmmppiirree.. 

                                                 
22  UUmmrraahh  ==  lleesssseerr  ppiillggrriimmaaggee,,  ii..ee..  nnoott  dduurriinngg  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ttiimmee.. 
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TThheenn,,  iinn  tthhee  99tthh  yyeeaarr  AAHH,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aapppprrooaacchheedd  MMeeccccaa  wwiitthh  aann  aarrmmyy  ooff  1100  000000..  TThhee  ggaatteess  

ooppeenneedd  aanndd  MMeeccccaa  wwaass  ttaakkeenn..  IIssllaamm  ssttaayyeedd  tthheerree  ffrroomm  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  oonn  ((JJaannuuaarryy  663300  AADD))..  

TTwwoo  mmoonntthhss  llaatteerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  wwhhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  nnaammeedd  hhiiss  ""FFaarreewweellll  PPiillggrriimmaaggee""..  IInn            

hhiiss  ffaammoouuss  ssppeeeecchh  hhee  ssaaiidd:: 

 I leave with you two things; as long as you hold fast by them both, you will 

never be misguided - the Book of Allah and Sunnah  (i.e. the model, life style, 

example) of His Messenger. 
 al-Bukhari chapt. 2, vs. 3-4, Vol. IX, p. 284; Mishkat I, p. 159 
 

AArroouunndd  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  sseettttlleemmeenntt  ooff  KKhhaaiibbaarr  wwaass  uunneexxppeecctteeddllyy  aattttaacckkeedd  aanndd  ttaakkeenn..  

OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  wwiiddoowwss  sseerrvveedd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aa  ppooiissoonneedd,,  ccooookkeedd  kkiidd  ggooaatt..  HHeerr  ttrreeaacchheerryy  wwaass  

nnoottiicceedd,,  bbuutt  ssoommeewwhhaatt  llaattee,,  ffoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssuuffffeerreedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  tthhiiss  ppooiissoonniinngg  

uunnttiill  hhee  ddiieedd..  

IInn  663322  AADD  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ddiieedd  qquuiittee  uunneexxppeecctteeddllyy  iinn  AAyyeesshhaa''ss  aarrmmss  aafftteerr  aa  sshhoorrtt,,  bbuutt  sseevveerree  

ssiicckknneessss..  IItt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssuuggggeesstteedd  tthhaatt  iitt  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  rreessuulltteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppooiissoonn  sswwaalllloowweedd  aatt  KKhhaaiibbaarr..  

OOnnllyy  oonnee  ddaauugghhtteerr,,  FFaattiimmaa,,  ssuurrvviivveedd  hhiimm..  HHiiss  ssoonn  IIbbrraahhiimm,,  bboorrnn  bbyy  hhiiss  ccoonnccuubbiinnee  MMaarryy  tthhee  

CCoopptt,,  hhaadd  ddiieedd  sshhoorrttllyy  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm  aatt  tthhee  tteennddeerr  aaggee  ooff  ffiifftteeeenn  mmoonntthhss..  

Muhammad was well loved and respected by his friends and followers. It seems that they, as 

he, were convinced of his calling as a Messenger of Allah. 

 

AANN  EEVVAALLUUAATTIIOONN      

AAnnyyoonnee  wwhhoo  cchhoooosseess  ttoo  ffoollllooww  aanndd  oobbeeyy  aa  lleeaaddeerr  wwiillll  hhaavvee  ttoo  wweeiigghh  tthhee  pprrooss  aanndd  ccoonnss  bbeeffoorree  

mmaakkiinngg  aa  ddeecciissiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess..  TThhee  ppoossssiibbllee  rriisskkss  iinnvvoollvveedd  mmuusstt  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd..  

WWhheenn  ttrruutthh  aanndd  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee  aarree  ppaarrtt  ooff  ssuucchh  aann  aalllleeggiiaannccee,,  iitt  iiss  iinnccuummbbeenntt  ttoo  bbee  aallll  tthhee  mmoorree  

cciirrccuummssppeecctt..  WWhheenn  wwee  aarree  ttoolldd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  iinn  tthhee  ffoooottsstteeppss  aanndd  lliivvee  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  aa  

""ssppiirriittuuaall  lleeaaddeerr"",,  oouurr  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  mmuusstt  nnoott  ((ssoolleellyy))  rreesstt  oonn  eemmoottiioonnss,,  bbuutt  ((aallssoo))  oonn  oobbsseerrvveedd  

bbeehhaavviioouurr..  

TThhaatt  iinncclluuddeess  aa  ssccrruuttiinnyy  ooff  tthhee  qquuaalliittyy  ooff  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  ssuucchh  aa  lleeaaddeerr..  OOnnee  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  ttuurrnn  aa  ddeeaaff  eeaarr  

ttoo  nneeggaattiivvee  rreeppoorrttss,,  pprroovviiddeedd  tthheeyy  aarree  ssuubbssttaannttiiaatteedd..  OOnnee  sshhoouulldd  aallssoo  bbee  ccaarreeffuull  nnoott  eexxppllaaiinn  aawwaayy  

vviissiibbllee  ffllaawwss..  BBuutt  mmoosstt  ooff  aallll  oonnee  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  aa  rreelliiaabbllee  ssttaannddaarrdd  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  ttoo  mmeeaassuurree  rriigghhtt  aanndd  

wwrroonngg,,  ggoooodd  aanndd  eevviill..  AAss  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwee  uussee  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrdd  tthhaatt  iiss  ffoouunndd  iinn  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  OOuurr  

ccoonncceepptt  ooff  wwhhaatt  iiss  mmoorraall  aanndd  wwhhaatt  nnoott,,  iiss  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  SSccrriippttuurree..  

IInn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  wwhhaatt  wwee  ssttuuddiieedd  nnooww  --  eevveenn  iiff  tthhee  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  II  wwoouulldd  bbee  ssllaanntteedd  aanndd  uunnffaaiirr,,  aanndd  

tthhee  ggoooodd  ssiiddeess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wweerree  mmuufffflleedd  --  wwee  ffiinndd  iitt  vveerryy  hhaarrdd,,  iinnddeeeedd  iimmppoossssiibbllee  --  ttoo  aacccceepptt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aass  wwhhaatt  hhee  ccllaaiimmss  ttoo  bbee,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhee  ffiinnaall  pprroopphheett  ooff  GGoodd..  
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    WWee  rreemmeemmbbeerr::  

PPrraaccttiiccaallllyy  aallll  ooff  IIssllaamm  oorriiggiinnaatteess  ffrroomm  oonnee  mmaann  ––  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

IIssllaamm  iiss  aa  ccoonngglloommeerraattee  ooff  JJuuddaaiissmm,,  eexxttrraa--BBiibblliiccaall  CChhrriissttiiaann  ssoouurrcceess,,  ppaaggaann  

AArraabb  ttrraaddiittiioonnss,,  aa  lliittttllee  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaann  tteeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ppeerrcceeppttiioonnss  

ooff  GGoodd..  

IIssllaamm  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  mmaayyoorr  ppoosstt--CChhrriissttiiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  ddiissppllaayyss  iittss  rreejjeeccttiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  cceennttrraall  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhiimmsseellff  aatt  ffiirrsstt  aass  aa  wwaarrnneerr  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabbss,,  bbuutt  llaatteerr  

llaaiidd  ccllaaiimm  ooff  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  uunniivveerrssaall  aanndd  ffiinnaall  pprroopphheett  ooff  GGoodd  

MMaannyy  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  ssoouurrcceess  ppooiinntt  ttoo  ooccccuulltt  mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonnss  wwhheenn  hhee  

rreecceeiivveedd  rreevveellaattiioonnss  

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  ccaarreeeerr,,  hhee  wwaass  hhuummbbllee,,  aanndd  lliivveedd  iinn  mmoonnooggaammyy,,  

aanndd  aa  llaarrggeellyy  rreejjeecctteedd  pprreeaacchheerr  aaggaaiinnsstt  ppoollyytthheeiissmm  aanndd  ppaaggaanniissmm    

TThhee  sseeccoonndd  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  ccaarreeeerr  ((aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  hhiiss  wwiiffee  aanndd  hhiiss  ‘‘fflliigghhtt’’  ttoo  

MMeeddiinnaa))  ssaaww  hhiimm  aass  aa  militant  ssttrroonngg  lleeaaddeerr  wwiitthh  aa  lliiffee  ssttyyllee  tthhaatt  ddeesseerrvveess  

ttoo  bbee  ccaalllleedd  eexxcceessssiivvee  iinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  wwaayy..  TThhee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  JJiihhaaaadd  bbeeccaammee  

tthhee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  IIssllaamm  

PPaaggaannss  aanndd  JJeewwss  wweerree  aatt  tthhee  cceennttrree  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  wwrraatthh  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ffoouugghhtt  mmaannyy  bbaattttlleess  aanndd  eelliimmiinnaatteedd  mmaannyy  ooff  hhiiss  ppeerrssoonnaall  

eenneemmiieess  

HHee  aallssoo  sseeccuurreedd  ffoorr  hhiimmsseellff  mmaannyy  aa  pprriivviilleeggee  aanndd  aa  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  ppoowweerr..    

IIssllaamm  ttrriieess  hhaarrdd  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  rreeaassoonnss  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ddiivviinnee  

aappppooiinnttmmeenntt::                                                                                                                                                                                                  

**      IItt  aalllleeggeess  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  iilllliitteerraattee                                                                                                                                  

**      IItt  aalllleeggeess  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmeedd  pprreeddiicctteedd  eevveennttss                                                                                                                  

**      IItt  aalllleeggeess  tthhaatt  hhee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  mmiirraacclleess                                                                                                                                        

**      IItt  aalllleeggeess  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  pprreeddiicctteedd  hhiiss  ccoommiinngg              

                                                            AAllll  tthheessee  aalllleeggaattiioonnss  aarree  ffaallssee..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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RReeccoommmmeennddeedd  LLiitteerraattuurree  ffoorr  CChhaapptteerr  22  

TThhee  LLiiffee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  SSiirr  WWiilllliiaamm  MMuuiirr,,  AAMMSS  PPrreessss,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,  11992233,,  555500  ppaaggeess  

                        pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  ffaaiirreesstt  aanndd  bbeesstt  bbiiooggrraapphhiiccaall  ssttuuddyy  aavvaaiillaabbllee,,  iitt  iiss  aa  ccllaassssiicc  

TThhee  LLiiffee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((SSiirraattuutt--uull  RRaassuull)),,  IIbbnn  IIsshhaaqq,,  OOxxffoorrdd  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss  

11997788,,  880000  ppaaggeess  

                      aa  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  ccoollllaatteedd  aanndd  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  aa  mmaann  bboorrnn  aabboouutt  5500  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  

ddeeaatthh  ooff        MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aatt  MMeeccccaa,,  WW..  MMoonnttggoommeerryy  WWaatttt,,  OOxxffoorrdd  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss  11995533,,  119900  

ppaaggeess  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aatt  MMeeddiinnaa,,  WW..  MMoonnttggoommeerryy  WWaatttt, Oxford University Press 1956, 415 

pages 

 

MMiizzaann  uull--HHaaqqqq,,  ‘‘BBaallaannccee  ooff  TTrruutthh’’,,CC..GG..  PPffaannddeerr,,  11886677,,  CCeenntteerr  ffoott  YYoouunngg  AAdduullttss,,  

BBaasseell  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  tthhee  RReelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  11998866,,  LLiiffee  CChhaalllleennggee  AAffrriiccaa  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ––  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  11999944  IInndduussttrriiaall  PPrreessss  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aasskk  MMuusslliimmss,,  GGeerrhhaarrdd  NNeehhllss,,  LLCCAA  11999922,,  114400  ppaaggeess..  

        ddeeaallss  iinn  ddeettaaiill  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  iittss  ssoouurrcceess  aanndd  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonn  

iinn  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  lliiffee  aanndd  eevvaalluuaatteess  ssoommee  bbaassiicc  tteeaacchhiinnggss  iinn  

IIssllaamm,,  ssuucchh  aass  PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn,,  tthhee  RRoollee  ooff  WWoommeenn  aanndd  tthhee  SSuunnnnaahh  pprriinncciippllee..  

((pppp..  6666--8888,,  110088--112233))  

TThhee  OOrriiggiinn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  iittss  CChhrriissttiiaann  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  RRiicchhaarrdd  BBeellll,,FFrraannkk  CCaassss  &&  CCoo,,  

11996688,,    222200  ppaaggeess  

        TTwweennttyy--tthhrreeee  YYeeaarrss,,  AAllii  DDaasshhttii,,  11998866  GGeeoorrggee  AAlllleenn  &&  UUsshhwwiinn  

        CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  AAmmoonngg  AArraabbss  iinn  PPrree--IIssllaammiicc  TTiimmeess,,  JJ..  SSppeenncceerr  TTrriimmmmiinngghhaamm,,  

LLiibbrraaiirriiee  dduu  LLiibbaann,,  11999900,,  334400  PPaaggeess  

HHoollyy  WWaarr  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  AAbbdd  AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee,,  7711  ppaaggeess..  

    IIsshhmmaaeell,,  mmyy  BBrrootthheerr,,  ccoommppiilleedd  bbyyAAnnnnee  CCooooppeerr,,  MMAARRCC,,  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  MMiissssiioonnaarryy  

AAlllliiaannccee,,  11999933,,    pppp..  9988--111122..    

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  TThhee  PPrroopphheett  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  MMEERRCCSSAA,,  11999944,,  114422  ppaaggeess..  

                                    eennddeeaavvoouurrss  ttoo  eevvaalluuaattee  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  oobbjjeeccttiivveellyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff            

ggeettttiinngg  aass  cclloossee  ttoo  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  aa  bbiiooggrraapphhiiccaall  

rreeccoorrdd  tthheerree  aarree  cchhaapptteerrss  aannaallyyssiinngg  hhiiss  ppeerrssoonnaalliittyy,,  hhiiss  pprroopphheettiicc  eexxppeerriieennccee  

aanndd  hhiiss  iimmaaggee  iinn  ppooppuullaarr  IIssllaamm..  

TThhee  GGrreeaatt  DDeecceeppttiioonn,,  HHooww  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttrriieedd  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffoorr  IIssllaamm,,  AAbbdd  

AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee,,  11999955,,  117799  ppaaggeess..  
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      tthhiiss  eexxeeggeessiiss  ooff  SSuurraahh  33::3333--6666  ddooccuummeennttss  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  eennccoouunntteerr  wwiitthh  

aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  ddeelleeggaattiioonn  aanndd  hhooww  hhee  aarrgguueedd  ttoo  wwiinn  tthheemm  ffoorr  IIssllaamm  wwiitthhoouutt  

ccoommpprroommiissiinngg  hhiiss  aauutthhoorriittyy..    MMuusslliimm  aattttiittuuddeess  ttoowwaarrddss  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aarree  ssttiillll  

aaffffeecctteedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  aapppprrooaacchh..  
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33..  TTHHEE  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM      

TTHHEE  KKAALLIIFFSS  ((KKhhaalliiffaass))  

TThhee  eeaarrllyy  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  oonnee  ooff  ssuucccceessssffuull  wwaarrss  aanndd  vviiccttoorriieess  

oonn  tthhee  oonnee  hhaanndd,,  bbuutt  hhaattrreedd,,  ddiisssseennssiioonn,,  jjeeaalloouussyy,,  iinnttrriigguuee  aanndd  ddeecceeiitt  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr..  

After the demise of Muhammad, the inner circle of the Sahaba, his closest associates, were 

unprepared for this new situation. A successor was needed to avoid the collapse of the new 

religious theocracy, which as yet had no scripture, law or other formulated constitution. Since 

Muhammad was viewed to be unique in his office as a Messenger of Allah, a Khalif, a successor, 

would have to fill another position. It was to be a ‘Commander of the Faithful’. There were three 

possible successors, Ali, who was a nephew of Muhammad and his son-in-law, being the only 

blood relative, was one option, and Abu Bakr and Umar, the closest companions of Muhammad, 

who were also his fathers-in-law, were the others.  

AAllii  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoovveetteedd  tthhiiss  ooffffiiccee,,  bbuutt  aafftteerr  ssoommee  iinntteerrnnaall  mmaanniippuullaattiioonn  AAbbuu  BBaakkrr  ((1100--1122  

AAHH;;    663322--663344  AADD))  wwaass  aappppooiinntteedd  ffiirrsstt  KKhhaalliiff,,  bbuutt  hhee  ddiieedd  aafftteerr  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  ooff  rreeiiggnn..  HHee  wwaass  

pprreeddiiccttaabbllyy  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  bbyy  UUmmaarr  ((1122--2222  AAHH;;  663344--664444  AADD)),,  wwhhoo  wwaass  aassssaassssiinnaatteedd  bbyy  aann  IIrraaqqii  

ssllaavvee  wwhhiillee  aatt  pprraayyeerr  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee..  HHee  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  mmoosstt  ggiifftteedd  aanndd  rreessppeecctteedd  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  

KKhhaalliiffss,,  aanndd  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  tthhee  AArraabb  EEmmppiirree  ggrreeww  vvaassttllyy..  UUtthhmmaann  ((2222--3344  AAHH;;  664444--665566  

AADD))  ttooookk  oovveerr  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ffrroomm  UUmmaarr  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  mmuucchh  iinntteerrnnaall  ooppppoossiittiioonn..  BByy  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  

uunniiffyy  tthhee  ddeelliiccaattee  ccoonnssiisstteennccee  ooff  tthhee  EEmmppiirree,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  mmaaddee  uupp  ooff  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee--lloovviinngg  AArraabbss,,  

hhee  ffeellll  iinnttoo  ddiissffaavvoouurr,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ffoorr  hhiiss  rreevviissiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ((sseeee  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr))  aanndd  wwaass  

aassssaassssiinnaatteedd  iinn  aa  ggrruueessoommee  ffaasshhiioonn..  HHee  wwaass  nnoott  eevveenn  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  bbee  bbuurriieedd  iinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  

cceemmeetteerryy..  HHiiss  wwiiffee,,  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ooff  hhiiss  ffrriieennddss,,  bbuurriieedd  hhiimm  bbyy  nniigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  cceemmeetteerryy  wwiitthhoouutt  

tthhee  rriittuuaall  wwaasshhiinnggss,,  aammiiddsstt  tthhee  ccuurrsseess  ooff  MMuusslliimmss,,  wwhhoo  ppeelltteedd  ssttoonneess  aatt  tthheemm..    KKhhaalliiff  AAllii  wwaass  tthhee  

llaasstt  ooff  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  ''ffoouurr  rriigghhttllyy  gguuiiddeedd''  KKhhaalliiffss..  

SSoooonn  aafftteerr  tthhee  nneewwss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ddeeaatthh  hhaadd  mmaaddee  tthhee  rroouunndd,,  aa  ffaalllliinngg  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  IIssllaamm  

bbeeggaann..  IItt  iiss  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ‘‘RRiiddddaa’’..  SSeevveerraall  ootthheerr  ‘‘pprroopphheettss’’  ccoonntteesstteedd  IIssllaamm  aanndd  iittss  nneeww  lleeaaddeerrss..  IItt  

wwaass  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttaasskkss  ooff  tthhee  KKhhaalliiffss  ttoo  rreeggaaiinn  ccoonnttrrooll..    

TThheenn  ttwwoo  mmeenn,,  TTaallhhaa  aanndd  aall--ZZuubbaaiirr,,  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  AAyyeesshhaa,,  rreebbeelllleedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  AAllii..  TThhee  

rreessuullttiinngg  ‘‘BBaattttllee  ooff  tthhee  CCaammeell’’  ssaaww  1100  000000  MMuusslliimmss  ssllaauugghhtteerreedd..  AAllii  aanndd  hhiiss  ttrrooooppss  wwoonn,,  bbuutt  

ssoooonn  ffaacceedd  aannootthheerr  ccoonntteennddeerr,,  MMuu''aawwiiyyaa,,  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnoorr  ooff  SSyyrriiaa,,  wwhhoo  aaccccuusseedd  hhiimm,,  aass  ddiidd  

AAyyeesshhaa,,  ooff  ccoommpplliicciittyy  iinn  tthhee  aassssaassssiinnaattiioonn  ooff  UUtthhmmaann..  AAnnootthheerr  bbaattttllee  rreessuulltteedd  aaggaaiinn  iinn  

ttrreemmeennddoouuss  lloossss  ooff  lliiffee  aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  ddeecciissiivvee  vviiccttoorryy..  MMuu''aawwiiyyaa  aanndd  AAllii  aaggrreeeedd  ttoo  aappppooiinntt  

aarrbbiitteerrss  aanndd  ttoo  aabbiiddee  bbyy  tthheeiirr  ssuuggggeesstteedd  ssoolluuttiioonn..  TThhiiss  ssttrroonnggllyy  uunnddeerrmmiinneedd  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ooff  AAllii,,  

wwhhoo  eevveennttuuaallllyy  wwaass  aassssaassssiinnaatteedd  bbyy  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  ddiissiilllluussiioonneedd  ffoolllloowweerrss..  

 

TTHHEE  EEAARRLLYY  EEXXPPAANNSSIIOONN  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM      

TThhee  BByyzzaannttiinnee  EEmmppiirree  wwaass  ddeeffeeaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  aarrmmyy  aatt  tthhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  YYaarrmmuukk  iinn  663366  AADD,,  

JJeerruussaalleemm  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  iinn  663388  AADD,,  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  EEmmppiirree  wwaass  ddeeffeeaatteedd  aatt  NNiihhaavvaanndd  iinn  664411  AADD,,  aanndd  

AAlleexxaannddrriiaa  ((NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa))  iinn  664400--664411AADD..  AAllll  tthhiiss  hhaappppeenneedd  wwiitthhiinn  99  yyeeaarrss  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  
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SSuuppeerriioorr  mmiilliittaarryy  tteecchhnniiqquueess,,  tthhee  uussee  ooff  hhoorrsseess  aanndd  ccaammeellss,,  tthhee  iinncceennttiivvee  ooff  bboooottyy,,  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  tthhee  

ssuuppeerriioorr  mmoottiivvaattiioonn  aanndd  eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ooff  aann  uupp--ccoommiinngg  AArraabb  nnaattiioonn,,  mmaaddee  tthhee  vviiccttoorriieess  oovveerr  

ddeeccaaddeenntt  ssyysstteemmss  ooff  aaiilliinngg  nnaattiioonnss  iinneevviittaabbllee..  

IInn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  IIssllaamm  wwaass  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  kkiinndd  ooff  JJeewwiisshh--CChhrriissttiiaann  sseecctt..  TThhee  CCooppttss  ooff  NNoorrtthh  

AAffrriiccaa  rreeggaarrddeedd  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aass  lliibbeerraattoorrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  yyookkee  ooff  BByyzzaannttiinnee,,  aanndd  tthheeyy  aaiiddeedd  tthhee  

MMuusslliimmss  iinn  wwaaggiinngg  tthheeiirr  wwaarr..  

UUnnddeerr  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  KKhhaalliiffss,,  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  MMeeddiinnaa  wweerree  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  cceenntteerrss..  UUnnddeerr  MMuu’’aawwiiyyaa,,  

tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  UUmmmmaaiiyyaadd  DDyynnaassttyy,,  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  EEmmppiirree  wwaass  sshhiifftteedd  

ffrroomm  MMeeddiinnaa  ttoo  DDaammaassccuuss..  SSoooonn  tthhiiss  eexxppaannddeedd  aass  ffaarr  aass  IInnddiiaa,,  tthhee  SSoouutthheerrnn  ssttaatteess  ooff  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  

SSoowwjjeett  UUnniioonn  aanndd  aass  ffaarr  aass  tthhee  CChhiinneessee  bboorrddeerr,,  SSppaaiinn  aanndd  eevveenn  SSoouutthheerrnn  FFrraannccee..  AAtt  tthhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  

TToouurrss  aanndd  PPooiittiieerrss  ((773322  AADD))  tthhee  FFrraannkkss  uunnddeerr  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  CChhaarrlleess  MMaarrtteell  ttuurrnneedd  tthhee  ttiiddee  

aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffoorrcceess  hhaadd  ttoo  wwiitthhddrraaww  ttoo  bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  PPyyrreennaaeess,,  aa  mmoouunnttaaiinn  rraannggee  sseeppaarraattiinngg  

FFrraannccee  ffrroomm  SSppaaiinn..    

‘‘FFrreeeeddoomm  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn’’  wwaass  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  bbyy  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoonnqquueerroorrss,,  bbuutt  

ccoonnvveerrssiioonnss  ffrroomm  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  aanndd  JJuuddaaiissmm  ttoo  IIssllaamm  wweerree  aalllloowweedd  aanndd  eennccoouurraaggeedd..  CCoonnvveerrssiioonnss  

ffrroomm  IIssllaamm  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  wweerree  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ppeennaallttyy..  AA  MMuusslliimm  wwhhoo  tteessttiiffiieedd  ttoo  

hhiiss  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt  aass  ssaavviioouurr  wwoouulldd  aatt  oonnccee  bbeeccoommee  gguuiillttyy  ooff  aappoossttaassyy  ((‘‘iirrttiiddaadd’’)),,  tthhee  

uunnffoorrggiivvaabbllee  ssiinn  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  wwoouulldd  tthhuuss  bbee  lliiaabbllee  ttoo  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ppeennaallttyy..  TThhiiss  llaaww  ffoorr  aappoossttaatteess  iiss  

ssttiillll  iinn  ffoorrccee,,  aalltthhoouugghh  iitt  iiss  nnoott  rreeaallllyy  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  mmoosstt  IIssllaammiicc  ccoouunnttrriieess  ooff  ttooddaayy..  

IInn  tthhee  ccoonnqquueerreedd  tteerrrriittoorriieess  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  llaanngguuaaggee  uussuuaallllyy  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  mmeeddiiuumm  ooff  

ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn..  OOnnllyy  TTuurrkkeeyy  aanndd  PPeerrssiiaa  rreessiisstteedd  tthhiiss  ppoolliiccyy  ooff  aarraabbiissaattiioonn  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy..    

TThhee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa  ttuurrnniinngg  ttoo  IIssllaamm  wwaass  tthhaatt  aa  mmaattuurree  ccuullttuurree,,  wwhhiicchh  ccoouulldd  wweellll  bbee  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ssuuppeerriioorr  ttoo  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  EEuurrooppeeaann  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  sscciieennccee,,  wwaass  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  IIssllaamm..  

UUnnddeerr  IIssllaamm,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  AAggeess,,  pphhiilloossoopphhyy  ((rreevviivvaall  ooff  GGrreeeekk  pphhiilloossoopphhyy)),,  tthhee  sscciieenncceess,,  

ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  mmeeddiicciinnee,,  mmaatthheemmaattiiccss  aanndd  aassttrroonnoommyy,,  rreeaacchheedd  ggrreeaatt  hheeiigghhttss..  NNaammeess  lliikkee  aall--KKiinnddii,,  

aall--AArraabbii,,  AAvviicceennnnaa  ((IIbbnn--SSiinnaa))  aanndd  AAvveerrrrooeess  ((iibbnn  RRaasshhiidd))  eeaarrnneedd  ffaammee  ffaarr  bbeeyyoonndd  tthheeiirr  MMuusslliimm  

hhoommeellaannddss..  TThhee  AArraabbss  bbeeccaammee  iinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  wwaayy  tthhee  mmeennttoorrss  ooff  EEuurrooppee  iinn  iittss  ""DDaarrkk  AAggeess""..  

MMuusslliimmss  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhooww  ttoo  pprreesseerrvvee  aanndd  rreevviivvee  tthhee  ccuullttuurraall  hheerriittaaggee  ooff  ssuubbjjeecctt  nnaattiioonnss  aanndd  

ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  ssyynntthheessiizzeedd  aa  nneeww  IIssllaammiicc  ccuullttuurree..  

DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss  ddiissppeennssaattiioonn,,  ssoommee  33  220000  cchhuurrcchheess  wweerree  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  oorr  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  iinnttoo  mmoossqquueess  iinn  tthhee  

MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt..  TThhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  iinniittiiaallllyy  9900%%  CChhrriissttiiaann,,  eevveennttuuaallllyy  bbeeccaammee  llaarrggeellyy  MMuusslliimm..  IItt  

sseeeemmss  tthhaatt  ssoocciiaall  aanndd  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaddvvaannttaaggeess  wweerree  tthhee  mmaaiinn  iinncceennttiivveess  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn..    

WWhheenn  aa  MMuusslliimm  aarrmmyy  ccoonnqquueerreedd  aa  tteerrrriittoorryy,,  aallll  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  wweerree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  ccoommee  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  JJeewwss  

aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wweerree  ggiivveenn  tthhee  cchhooiiccee  ttoo  ssttaayy  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  tthheenn  hhaadd  tthhee  ssttaattuuss  ooff  ‘‘ddhhiimmmmiiss’’  

((((pprroonnoouunnccee  ‘‘zziimmmmiiss’’))..  TThhaatt  iinnvvoollvveedd  tthhee  ppaayyiinngg  ooff  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ttaaxx  ((jjiizzyyaahh)),,  wwhhiicchh  sseeccuurreedd  ffoorr  

tthheemm  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ooff  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ppeerrssoonn  aanndd  pprrooppeerrttyy..  TThheeyy  wweerree  aanndd  aarree  ffuurrtthheerr  rreessttrriicctteedd  iinn  

tthhee  ffuullffiillmmeenntt  ooff  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ttoo  eexxeerrtt  aa  pprreessssuurree  ffoorr  tthheemm  ttoo  ttuurrnn  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  FFiirrssttllyy  tthheeyy  aarree  nnoott  

ppeerrmmiitttteedd  ttoo  sshhaarree  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  wwiitthh  MMuusslliimmss..  TThheeyy  wweerree  ffuurrtthheerr  nnoott  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  ssyynnaaggoogguueess  

oorr  cchhuurrcchheess..  TThheeyy  ccoouulldd  mmaaiinnttaaiinn,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhoossee  wwhhiicchh  aallrreeaaddyy  eexxiisstteedd..  IInn  rreeaalliittyy  ttooddaayy  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  mmoosstt  pprreeddoommiinneennttllyy  MMuusslliimm  ccoouunnttrriieess  aarree  ssoommeettiimmeess  sseevveerreellyy  hhaarrrraasssseedd  aanndd  ddoo  nnoott  

eevveenn  ggeett  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  rreennoovvaattee  tthheeiirr  cchhuurrcchh  bbuuiillddiinnggss..  IIff  aa  ‘‘ddhhiimmmmii’’  hhaadd  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  MMuusslliimm,,  tthhee  

cchhiillddrreenn  hhaadd  ttoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  ‘‘bbeetttteerr’’  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  tthhaatt,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  wwaass  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  IIssllaamm..      
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TTHHEE  FFIIRRSSTT  DDYYNNAASSTTIIEESS        

TTHHEE  UUMMMMAAIIYYAADD  DDYYNNAASSTTYY  

AAfftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  AAllii,,  AAll--HHaassssaann,,  tthhee  oollddeerr  ssoonn  ooff  AAllii,,  bbeeccoommee  KKhhaalliiff    ((4411  AA..HH..))..  Since his life 

style was beyond his means, he sold his Khalifat to Mu’awiya under the condition that it 

would be returned to him after Mu’awiya’s death. It has been recorded that Hassan went 

through 100 divorces, in spite of the fact that he entertained a Harem. Mu’awiya accepted the 

condition, but  appointed his son Yazid as his successor, who had Hassan poisoned by the 

hand of one of his wives. The condition was that Yazid would marry her in exchange, which 

he refused to do, however. 

To correct this act of treason, Ali’s second son, Hussein, was appointed counter-Khalif by the 

Iraqis, but then killed by Yazid’s troops at Kerbela (about 100km south of Baghdad). 

This caused a split in Islam. Those who sided with Ali and his sons, whom they declared the 

only legitimate Khalifs, because of their blood-relationship to Muhammad, are now known as 

the Shi’ah (= ‘followers’) Muslims. The much bigger group of Muslims (today about 80%) 

are known as Sunni (= ’followers of the Sunnah’) Muslims. 

 

TThhee  aassssaassssiinnaattiioonn  ooff  Hussein  iiss  ssttiillll  rreemmeemmbbeerreedd  aannnnuuaallllyy  iinn  aa  MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy  aammoonngg  tthhee  SShhii’’aahh  

MMuusslliimmss..  TThhee  SShhii’’aahh  vveenneerraattee  ttwweellvvee  KKhhaalliiffss,,  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  wwiitthh  AAllii  aanndd  eennddiinngg  wwiitthh  aa  MMoohhaammmmeedd,,  

oorr  ‘‘IImmaamm  aall--MMaahhddii’’..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  SShhii’’aahh  bbeelliieeff,,  hhee  ssttiillll  lliivveess  ((ssiinnccee  887733  AADD))  iinn  oobbssccuurriittyy  ttoo  

rreeaappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  llaasstt  ddaayyss  aass  tthhee  MMaahhddii,,  ffoorreettoolldd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttoo  ccoommee  bbeeffoorree  jjuuddggeemmeenntt  ddaayy..  

 

By now a hereditary Khalifat had been established. The Ummaiyad Dynasty was ruling the 

Islamic Empire from Damascus for 90 years to 749 AD, when all the Ummaiyad family was 

murdered, excepting Abd-ar-Rahman, who fled to Spain and founded an independent 

Ummaiyad Dynasty there. 

 

BByy  771111  AADD  IIssllaamm  hhaadd  sspprreeaadd  aallll  oovveerr  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  SSppaaiinn,,  aanndd  iinn  771177--771188  iitt  bbeeggaann  ttoo  oovveerrrruunn  

FFrraannccee..  

  

AAllrreeaaddyy  aatt  tthhiiss  eeaarrllyy  ssttaaggee  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  ddeeccrreeaassee  iinn  ppiieettyy..  LLuuxxuurriioouuss  ppaallaacceess  wweerree  bbuuiilltt,,  aanndd  iitt  iiss  

ssaaiidd  ooff  tthhee  KKhhaalliiffss  YYaazziidd  II  aanndd  IIII,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  ‘‘ppaassssiioonnaattee  ffrriieennddss  ooff  ssppoorrtt,,  mmuussiicc  aanndd  llaaddyy  

ssiinnggeerrss’’..  AA  ggeenneerraall  ssppiirriittuuaall  aanndd  mmoorraall  ddeecclliinnee  hhaadd  bbeegguunn..  

TTHHEE  AABBBBAASSIIDD  DDYYNNAASSTTYY  

TThhee  AAbbbbaassiidd  DDyynnaassttyy  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  tthhee  UUmmmmaaiiyyaadd  DDyynnaassttyy,,  aanndd  llaasstteedd  ffrroomm  775500  ttoo  11225588..  AAbbdduull  

AAbbbbaass,,  aa  ddeesscceennddaanntt  ooff  aann  uunnccllee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  bbeeccaammee  KKhhaalliiff  iinn  KKuuffaa  aafftteerr  tthhee  llaasstt  UUmmmmaaiiyyaadd  

KKhhaalliiff,,  MMaarrwwaann,,  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddeeffeeaatteedd..  

UUnnddeerr  tthhee  AAbbbbaassiidd  rruullee,,  tthhee  ddoommiinnaannccee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurraaiisshh  ((tthhee  ttrriibbee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd))  wwaass  tteerrmmiinnaatteedd..  

BBaagghhddaadd  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  nneeww  ccaappiittaall  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  KKhhaalliiffss,,  aanndd  llaatteerr  tthhee  SSuullttaannss,,  wweerree  aauuttooccrraattiicc  

rruulleerrss..  BBaagghhddaadd,,  iinniittiiaallllyy  aa  ssmmaallll  vviillllaaggee,,  wwaass  bbuuiilltt  bbyy  ffoorrcceedd  llaabboouurr  iinnttoo  aa  ggrreeaatt  cciittyy,,  wwiitthh  

ppaallaacceess,,  mmoossqquueess  aanndd  iimmpprreessssiivvee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  bbuuiillddiinnggss..  TThhee  PPeerrssiiaann  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ooff  ccoouurrtt  cceerreemmoonnyy  

wwaass  aaddoopptteedd..  AAfftteerr  hhiiss  ddeeaatthh,,  AAbbdduull  AAbbbbaass  wwaass  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  bbyy  hhiiss  bbrrootthheerr,,  aanndd  hhee,,  iinn  ttuurrnn,,  bbyy  hhiiss  

ssoonnss,,  aall--MMaahhddii  aanndd  aall--HHaaddii,,  aanndd  tthheerreeaafftteerr  bbyy  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  HHaarruunn--aall--RRaasshhiidd  ((778866  AADD))..  UUnnddeerr  

tthheessee  rruulleerrss  tthhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  hheeiigghhttss  ooff  ppoowweerr,,  eeccoonnoommyy  aanndd  ccuullttuurree  wweerree  eexxppeerriieenncceedd..  TThheenn  aa  ddeecclliinnee  

sseett  iinn,,  wwhhiicchh  eevveennttuuaallllyy  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  ttoottaall  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  eemmppiirree  uunnddeerr  DDhhiinnggiiss  KKhhaann  iinn  tthhee  1133tthh  

cceennttuurryy..  
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TThhee  SSuunnnnii  SSaalljjuukk  TTuurrkkss  ffrroomm  cceennttrraall  AAssiiaa  wweerree  aa  tthhrreeaatt  ttoo  tthhee  AAbbbbaassiidd  EEmmppiirree  aanndd  wweerree  rraappiiddllyy  

ggaaiinniinngg  ppoowweerr  aanndd  ccoonnttrrooll  oovveerr  PPeerrssiiaa,,  IIrraaqq,,  SSyyrriiaa,,  aanndd  PPaalleessttiinnee..  AAss  eeaarrllyy  aass  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  11007711  --  

11007766  SSeelljjuukk  TTuurrkkss  hhaadd  ccoonnqquueerreedd  AArrmmeenniiaa,,  BByyzzaannttiiuumm  aanndd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr,,  wwhheerree  tthheeiirr  

ddeesscceennddaannttss  ssttiillll  lliivvee..  

  

TTHHEE  TTIIMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCRRUUSSAADDEESS  AANNDD  TTHHEERREEAAFFTTEERR  

IInn  11000099  aall--HHaakkiimm,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  aa  FFaattiimmiidd  KKhhaalliiff  ooff  EEggyypptt,,  oorrddeerreedd  mmaannyy  cchhuurrcchheess  ttoo  bbee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd,,  

aammoonngg  tthheemm  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSeeppuullcchhrree  iinn  JJeerruussaalleemm,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  tthheenn  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  rruullee..  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  ggeenneerraall  aanndd  ppiillggrriimmss  iinn  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  JJeewwss,,  wweerree  mmoolleesstteedd  aanndd  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  

hhuummiilliiaattiinngg  ttrreeaattmmeenntt..  

TThhiiss  ttrriiggggeerreedd  ooffff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  CCrruussaaddee  iinn  11009955..  BByy  11009977,,  ssoommee  5500,,000000  mmeenn,,  mmoossttllyy  FFrraannccss    aanndd  

NNoorrmmaannss,,  aasssseemmbblleedd  aatt  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee  aanndd  ffrroomm  tthheerree  mmaarrcchheedd  tthhrroouugghh  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr  --  nnooww  ccaalllleedd  

TTuurrkkeeyy  --  ttoo  tthhee  ''HHoollyy  LLaanndd''..  TThhee  CCrruussaaddeess  ccoonnttiinnuueedd,,  ssoommeettiimmeess  mmoorree,,  ssoommeettiimmeess  lleessss  

eexxtteennssiivveellyy,,  ffoorr  aa  ppeerriioodd  jjuusstt  sshhoorrtt  ooff  220000  yyeeaarrss..  

WWhheenn  tthhee  ‘‘SSaarraacceennss’’,,  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  hhaadd  ccoommmmiitttteedd  tthhee  aattrroocciittiieess  aaggaaiinnsstt  CChhrriissttiiaann  ppiillggrriimmss,,  PPooppee  

UUrrbbaann  IIII  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  CCrruussaaddee  iinn  11009955..  GGrreeaatt  rriicchheess  wweerree  pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  

ssuurrvviivvee,,  aanndd  pplleennaarryy  aabbssoolluuttiioonn,,  aa  ddiirreecctt  ppaassss  ttoo  hheeaavveenn,,  sshhoouulldd  tthheeyy  ddiiee,,  wwaass  tthhee  iinncceennttiivvee  ttoo  ggoo  

oonn  aa  CCrruussaaddee..  TThhiiss  ddooeess  nnoott  ssoouunndd  uunnlliikkee  tthhee  pprroommiisseess  mmaaddee  ttoo  MMuusslliimm  ssuuiicciiddee  bboommbbeerrss  tthheessee  

ddaayyss,,  bbuutt  iitt  wwaass  nnoott  bbaacckkeedd  bbyy  bbiibblliiccaall  pprroommiisseess..    

AAfftteerr  ffiirrsstt  ccoonnqquueerriinngg  AAnnttiioocchh,,  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeerrss  uurrggeedd  oonn  ttoo  ccoonnqquueerr  JJeerruussaalleemm,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ddoonnee  iinn  

11009999..  AAss  ccuussttoommaarryy  iinn  tthhoossee  ttiimmeess,,  uunnbbeelliieevvaabbllee  aattrroocciittiieess  wweerree  ccoommmmiitttteedd..  WWhheenn  aa  ttoowwnn  ccaalllleedd  

MMaa''aarrrraatt  NNuu''mmaann  wwaass  ccoonnqquueerreedd,,  oovveerr  110000,,000000  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  kkiilllleedd  aanndd  tthhee  ttoowwnn  bbuurrnntt  ttoo  tthhee  

ggrroouunndd..  JJeerruussaalleemm  ffaarreedd  lliittttllee  bbeetttteerr..  6655  --  7700,,000000  wweerree  ssllaauugghhtteerreedd  aatt  tthhee  aall--AAqqssaa  mmoossqquuee..  ""HHeeaappss  

ooff  hheeaaddss  aanndd  hhaannddss  aanndd  ffeeeett  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  sseeeenn  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  ssttrreeeettss  aanndd  ssqquuaarreess  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy""  

((AAggiilleess  pp..  225599  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ‘‘HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss  ‘‘  bbyy  PP..KK..  HHiittttii))  

NNoott  mmuucchh  IIssllaammiicc  tteerrrriittoorryy  wwaass  ccoonnqquueerreedd  tthhoouugghh..  TThhee  kknniigghhttss  wweerree  ssaattiissffiieedd  ttoo  sseeccuurree  tthhee  ''hhoollyy  

ppllaacceess''  aanndd  ffoorrttiiffiieedd  ppllaacceess  aalloonngg  tthhee  MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann  ccooaasstt  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ddeeffeennccee..  IInn  rreeaall  tteerrmmss  tthhee  

CCrruussaaddeerrss  wweerree  hhaarrddllyy  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  nnuuiissaannccee  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  

IItt  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  ddeevvootteedd  mmoorree  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  ppeeaacceettiimmee  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthhaann  

oonn  wwaarr,,  wwiitthh  eevveenn  ffrriieennddllyy  rreellaattiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeerrss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  220000  yyeeaarrss  ooff  

tthheeiirr  pprreesseennccee..    

AAtt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  aa  yyoouunngg  KKuurrddiisshh  mmaann  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aaddvvaanncceedd  ttoo  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  iinn  EEggyypptt,,  hheellppeedd  oovveerrtthhrrooww  

tthhee  FFaattiimmiidd  ddyynnaassttyy..  HHee  bbeeccaammee  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  lleeaaddeerr  wwhhoo  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  rruullee  uunniitteedd  EEggyypptt  aanndd  tthhee  

NNoorrtthheerrnn  AArraabb  llaannddss..  HHiiss  nnaammee  wwaass  SSaallaahh--aall--DDiinn,,  bbeetttteerr  kknnoowwnn  aass  SSaallaaddiinn..  HHee  rreeccoonnqquueerreedd  

JJeerruussaalleemm  aanndd  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ccooaassttaall  ffoorrttiiffiiccaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeerrss  ((11118877  --  11118899)),,  aanndd  pprroovveedd  ttoo  

bbee  aa  mmaann  ooff  ssttaattuurree..  TThhiiss  ssppaarrkkeedd  ooffff  aannootthheerr  CCrruussaaddee,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  lleedd  bbyy  FFrreeddeerriicckk  BBaarrbbaarroossssaa,,  

wwhhoo  ddrroowwnneedd  eenn  rroouuttee  iinn  11119900..  

AAfftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  SSaallaaddiinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  wwaass  ddiivviiddeedd  aammoonngg  hhiiss  mmeeddiiooccrree  lleeaaddeerrss  wwhhoo  lloosstt  

JJeerruussaalleemm  aaggaaiinn  ((11222299)),,  bbuutt  jjeeaalloouussyy  aanndd  ddiisssseennttiioonn  aammoonngg  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeerrss  ccoorrrrooddeedd  tthheeiirr  ssttrreennggtthh  

aanndd  uunniittyy..  11224444  JJeerruussaalleemm  ffeellll  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  ffoorr  ggoooodd..  TThhee  ddeeaatthhbbllooww  ttoo  tthhee  

CCrruussaaddeerrss  wwaass  ggiivveenn  bbyy  aall--MMaalliikk  aall--ZZaahhiirr  BBaayybbaarrss,,  aa  MMaammlluukk  ((aallssoo  aa  TTuurrkk  ppeeooppllee  ggrroouupp))  wwhhoo  

pprreevviioouussllyy  hhaadd  ssttooppppeedd  tthhee  MMoonnggoollss  ffrroomm  ccoonnqquueerriinngg  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt..  HHee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  tthhee  

vveenneerraatteedd  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  NNaattiivviittyy  iinn  NNaazzaarreetthh..  CCaaeessaarreeaa  ccaappiittuullaatteedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  iittss  22,,000000  

kknniigghhttss  wwoouulldd  bbee  ssppaarreedd..  DDeessppiittee  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  pprroommiissee,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  aallll  eexxeeccuutteedd..  WWhheenn  AAnnttiioocchh  
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ffeellll  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  1166,,000000  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wweerree  ssllaauugghhtteerreedd  aanndd  110000,,000000  aarree  rreeccoorrddeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

ssoolldd  aass  ssllaavveess..  

AA  sseennsseelleessss  vveennttuurree,,  ccoossttiinngg  hhuunnddrreeddss  ooff  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  lliivveess  aanndd  iinnfflliiccttiinngg  uunnttoolldd  mmiisseerryy  ttoo  

mmiilllliioonnss,,  aallll  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  aanndd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ssyymmbbooll  ooff  tthhee  ccrroossss,,  hhaadd  eennddeedd..  HHaadd  tthheessee  

lliivveess  bbeeeenn  iinnvveesstteedd  iinn  eevvaannggeelliizziinngg  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwoouulldd  llooookk  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttooddaayy..  

WWee  kknnooww  ooff  oonnllyy  oonnee  oorr  ttwwoo  mmeenn,,  wwhhoo  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  cchhoosseenn  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccoouurrssee..  FFrraanncciiss  ooff  

AAssssiissssii  aanndd  ssoommeewwhhaatt  llaatteerr  RRaayymmoonndd  LLuullll..  WWee  aarree  ttoolldd  tthhaatt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeess,,  FFrraanncciiss  

ccrroosssseedd  tthhee  eenneemmyy  lliinneess  aanndd  wwaass  lleedd  oonn  hhiiss  rreeqquueesstt  ttoo  tthhee  SSuullttaann  ooff  CCaaiirroo,,  aall--KKaammiill,,  aa  nneepphheeww  ooff  

SSaallaaddiinn..  FFoorr  aa  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ttiimmee  FFrraanncciiss  wwiittnneesssseedd  ttoo  hhiimm  aabboouutt  CChhrriisstt..  AAppppaarreennttllyy  tthhee  SSuullttaann  

lliisstteenneedd  wweellll  ttoo  tthhee  GGoossppeell,,  wwiitthhoouutt  eemmbbrraacciinngg  iitt,,  hhoowweevveerr..  AAll--KKaammiill  tthheenn  ooffffeerreedd  FFrraanncciiss  aa  llaarrggee  

aammoouunntt  ooff  mmoonneeyy  ttoo  aaiidd  hhiiss  eeffffoorrttss,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  ddeecclliinneedd  bbeeffoorree  rreettuurrnniinngg  ttoo  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeerrss..  

TThhee  CCrruussaaddeess  nnoott  oonnllyy  ffaaiilleedd,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  lleefftt  aa  lleeggaaccyy  ooff  bbiitttteerr  eennmmiittyy  bbeettwweeeenn  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  

CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  ssttiillll  ffeelltt  ttooddaayy..  TThhiiss  eerraa  iiss  aa  vveerryy  sseennssiittiivvee  cchhaapptteerr  iinn  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  

MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss..    

OObbvviioouussllyy,,  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeess  wweerree  aanndd  aarree  vvaarriioouussllyy  iinntteerrpprreetteedd..  PPrreesseenntt  ddaayy  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffeeeell  ddeeeeppllyy  

aabboouutt  tthheemm  aanndd  ccoonnddeemmnn  tthheemm  aass  ccoommpplleetteellyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  ooff  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  ssuurreellyy  nnoott  wwiitthhoouutt  

rreeaassoonn..  HHoowweevveerr,,  oonnee  hhaass  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  wwoorrllddvviieeww  aanndd  ssiittuuaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  iinniittiiaall  

pprroovvooccaattiioonn  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ffoorrmm  aa  bbaallaanncceedd  ooppiinniioonn..  

  

TTHHEE  MMEEDDIIEEVVAALL    IISSLLAAMMIICC  EEXXPPAANNSSIIOONN     

AAtt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  CCrruussaaddeess  tthhee  ‘‘HHoouussee  ooff  IIssllaamm’’  hhaadd  eexxppaannddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  EEaasstt  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  

IInndduuss  RRiivveerr  ddeeeepp  iinnttoo  IInnddiiaa,,  aanndd  NNoorrtthh  iinnttoo  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  EEaasstt  ooff  tthhee  CCaassppiiaann  SSeeaa..  IInn  

tthhee  WWeesstt,,  iitt  wwaass  eessttaabblliisshheedd  aallll  aalloonngg  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  iinn  SSppaaiinn..  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  tthhee  mmoosstt  

rreecceenntt  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  

AAllll  tthheessee  aarreeaass  wweerree  ggaaiinneedd  bbyy  aarrmmeedd  ccoonnqquueesstt..  MMaannyy  wweerree  ttrraaddiittiioonnaallllyy  ‘‘CChhrriissttiiaann’’  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  

ee..gg..  SSppaaiinn,,  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  AAssiiaa  MMiinnoorr  aanndd  NNoorrtthheerrnn  aanndd  SSoouutthheerrnn  AArraabbiiaa..      

  

TTHHEE  OOTTTTOOMMAANN  EEMMPPIIRREE        

EEmmiirr  OOssmmaann  II  ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  EEmmppiirree  iinn  11330011..  AAfftteerr  tthhee  mmaassssaaccrree  ooff  tthhee  llaasstt  AAbbbbaassiiddee  

KKhhaalliiff  aanndd  aallll  hhiiss  rreellaattiivveess,,  TTuurrkkss  ffrroomm  nneeaarr  tthhee  CCaassppiiaann  SSeeaa  bbeeggaann  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  aa  nneeww  IIssllaammiicc  

EEmmppiirree  oonn  tthhee  rruuiinnss  ooff  tthhee  ddeecclliinniinngg  BByyzzaannttiinnee  EEmmppiirree..  TThhee  nneeww  SSuullttaannss  aassssuummeedd  tthhee  KKhhaalliiffaatt  

aanndd  eevveennttuuaallllyy  ccoonnttrroolllleedd  aallmmoosstt  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  tthhee  NNeeaarr  EEaasstt  aanndd  tthhee  BBaallkkaannss..  IInnddiiaa  

wwaass  oovveerrrruunn  aanndd  tthhee  MMoogguull  EEmmppiirree  ffoouunnddeedd  tthheerree..  AAllssoo  aa  ppeeaacceeffuull  ppeenneettrraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstt  IInnddiieess  

((IInnddoonneessiiaa  aanndd  MMaallaayyssiiaa))  aanndd  tthhee  SSoouutthheerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinneess  ttooookk  ppllaaccee,,  bbrriinnggiinngg  IIssllaamm  ttoo  

tthheessee  ccoouunnttrriieess..  

IInn  11445533  CCoonnssttaannttiinnooppllee,,  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  BByyzzaannttiiuumm  ((nnooww  IIssttaannbbuull)),,  ffeellll  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  IInn  11552299  tthhee  

TTuurrkkss  ((MMuusslliimmss))  bbeessiieeggeedd  VViieennnnaa,,  tthhee  vveerryy  ggaatteewwaayy  ttoo  cceennttrraall  EEuurrooppee..  TThhee  mmiilliittaarryy  ppoowweerr  rreesstteedd  

oonn  tthhee  ssttrroonngg  aarrmmiieess  ooff  tthhee  aauuttooccrraattiicc  SSuullttaannss..  TThhee  ccoorree  ooff  tthheessee  ccoonnssiisstteedd  ooff  tthhee  JJaanniissssaarriieess  

((eevveerryy  ffiifftthh  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbooyy  cchhiilldd  hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  ssttaattee  ttoo  bbee  ttrraaiinneedd  aass  ffaannaattiiccaall  

MMuusslliimm  ssoollddiieerrss)),,  aanndd  2200,,000000  RRuussssiiaann  aanndd  AAffrriiccaann  ssllaavveess..  ((""ddttvv  AAttllaass  zzuurr  WWeellttggeesscchhiicchhttee"",,  pp..  

220099))  

HHeeaavvyy  ttaaxxeess  ssuupppplliieedd  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  ffiinnaannccee  ffoorr  ssuucchh  aann  aarrmmyy..  NNeevveerrtthheelleessss,,  ddeecclliinnee  sseett  iinn  aass  aa  

rreessuulltt  ooff  ccoorrrruuppttiioonn,,  rreevvoollttss  aanndd  sscchhiissmmss  ((PPeerrssiiaa  aanndd  tthhee  BBaallkkaann  ssttaatteess  rreeggaaiinneedd  tthheeiirr  

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee;;  EEggyypptt  ffeellll  uunnddeerr  NNaappoolleeoonnss  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  eettcc..))..  IItt  ddiissiinntteeggrraatteedd  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  WWoorrlldd  

WWaarr  II,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  EEmmppiirree  ffoouugghhtt  aass  aann  aallllyy  ttoo  GGeerrmmaannyy  aanndd  tthhee  AAuussttrroo--HHuunnggaarriiaann  

EEmmppiirree..  
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TTHHEE  CCOOLLOONNIIAALL  EERRAA        

IInn  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  AAggeess  tthhee  sscciieenncceess  aanndd  aarrttss  fflloouurriisshheedd  iinn  MMuusslliimm  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  SSppaaiinn..  

HHoowweevveerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaddvveenntt  ooff  tthhee  TTuurrkk  iinnvvaassiioonn  ffrroomm  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa,,  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  mmaarrkkeedd  

ddeetteerriioorraattiioonn  ooff  cciivviilliizzaattiioonn..  TThhee  ‘‘CChhrriissttiiaann’’  WWeesstt  oovveerrttooookk  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  EEaasstt  iinn  tthhee  sscciieennttiiffiicc  ffiieellddss  

aanndd  MMuusslliimm  llaannddss  bbeeccaammee  iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy  iirrrreelleevvaanntt,,  aallssoo  ppoolliittiiccaallllyy..  

TThhee  CCoolloonniiaall  eerraa  iinn  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt  bbeeggaann  wwiitthh  tthhee  eexxppaannssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  ((TTuurrkkiisshh))  EEmmppiirree..  

AAtt  iittss  hheeiigghhtt  ((11555500)),,  iitt  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  rruulleedd  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa  eexxcclluuddiinngg  MMoorrooccccoo  aanndd  

AAllggeerriiaa,,  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  PPeenniinnssuullaa  iinncclluuddiinngg  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  MMeeddiinnaa,,  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  

PPaalleessttiinnee  aanndd  wwhhaatt  iiss  nnooww  LLeebbaannoonn,,  JJoorrddaann,,  SSyyrriiaa,,  IIrraaqq,,  tthhee  wweesstteerrnn  ppaarrtt  ooff  IIrraann  aanndd,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  

TTuurrkkeeyy..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  iitt  iinncclluuddeedd  tthhee  BBaallkkaannss..  PPaarrtt  ooff  RRuussssiiaa  iinncclluuddiinngg  CCrriimmeeaa  wweerree  aannnneexxeedd..  

EEaarrllyy  iinn  tthhee  1199tthh  CCeennttuurryy  NNaappoolleeoonn  ccoonnqquueerreedd  EEggyypptt  aanndd  bbrriieeffllyy  ccoonnttrroolllleedd  iitt..  TThhiiss  pprroovveedd  ttoo  bbee  

aa  bblleessssiinngg  iinn  ddiissgguuiissee,,  ffoorr  iitt  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  ooppeenniinngg  ooff  EEggyypptt  ttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  WWeesstt,,  aanndd  mmaarrkkeedd  tthhee  

iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  pprriinnttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabb  wwoorrlldd..  IItt  bbeeccaammee  aallssoo  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  mmooddeerrnn  eedduuccaattiioonn  

ssyysstteemm  tthheerree..  PPaarraalllleell  ttoo  EEggyypptt,,  tthhee  LLeebbaanneessee  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  EEmmppiirree  ooppeenneedd  iittss  bboorrddeerrss  ttoo  

WWeesstteerrnn  iinnfflluueennccee,,  ssiinnccee  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn  wwaass  MMaarroonniittee--CCaatthhoolliicc..      

BBrriittiisshh,,  FFrreenncchh,,  DDuuttcchh  aanndd  PPoorrttuugguueessee  aanndd  ttoo  aa  lleesssseerr  ddeeggrreeee  aallssoo  GGeerrmmaann  ccoolloonniiaall  eeffffoorrttss  

bbrroouugghhtt  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstt,,  IInnddiiaa,,  wwhhiicchh  tthheenn  iinncclluuddeedd  PPaakkiissttaann  aanndd  BBaannggllaaddeesshh,,  SSoouutthh--EEaasstt  AAssiiaa  

aanndd  AAffrriiccaa  uunnddeerr  tthheeiirr  rreessppeeccttiivvee  ccoonnttrrooll..  AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  WWoorrlldd  WWaarr  II  ((11991188)),,  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  EEmmppiirree  

bbrrookkee  uupp  ttoo  ffoorrmm  nneeww  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ffoorrmmeedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  LLeeaagguuee  ooff  NNaattiioonnss..      

CCoolloonniiaalliissmm  pprroovveedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  hhuummiilliiaattiinngg  eexxppeerriieennccee,,  wwhhiicchh  ccrreeaatteedd  rreesseennttmmeenntt  aanndd  lleefftt  aa  bbiitttteerr  

ttaassttee  wwiitthh  tthheessee  nnooww  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt  ssttaatteess..  FFoorreeiiggnn  rruullee  aallwwaayyss  aaffffeeccttss  aa  nnaattiioonn''ss  pprriiddee,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  

wwhheenn  tthhee  rruulleerrss  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ffaaiitthh..  CCoolloonniiaalliissmm  wwaass  nnoo  iinnvveennttiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  

ppoowweerrss,,  tthhoouugghh..  MMuusslliimmss  wweerree  ccoolloonniiaalliissttss  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  tthheemm..  OOnnee  wwiillll  hhaarrddllyy  eevveerr  hheeaarr  oorr  rreeaadd  

ccoommmmeennttss  oonn  tthhee  OOttttoommaann  ((TTuurrkkiisshh))  iimmppeerriiaalliissmm,,  wwhhiicchh  llaasstteedd  ssoommee  440000  yyeeaarrss  uunnttiill  11991188..  TThhee  

ccoolloonniiaalliissaattiioonn  ooff  MMuusslliimmss  bbyy  ‘‘CChhrriissttiiaannss’’  wwaass  qquuiittee  aann  aaffffrroonntt  ttoo  tthhee  sseellff--wwoorrtthh  ooff  tthheessee  ppeeoopplleess  

aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  eeffffeecctteedd  aann  aavveerrssiioonn  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffoorreeiiggnn  rruulleerrss,,  ssoommeetthhiinngg  tthhaatt  iiss  

ssttiillll  eevviiddeenntt  ttooddaayy..  MMaannyy  iinntteerrpprreetteedd  tthhiiss  aass  aann  iinnddiiccaattiioonn  ooff  aa  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  oovveerr  

aaggaaiinnsstt  IIssllaamm..      

  

IISSLLAAMM  IINN  TTHHEE  MMOODDEERRNN  WWOORRLLDD              

TThhee  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstteerrnn  ccoouunnttrriieess  rroouugghhllyy  ccooiinncciiddeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddiissccoovveerryy  ooff  aanndd  

nneeeedd  ffoorr  ooiill  iinn  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee..  TThhee  rreessuullttiinngg  wweeaalltthh  lleedd  ttoo  vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  eeccoonnoommiicc  ppoowweerr  aanndd  

iinnfflluueennccee..  IItt  iiss  uunnddeerrssttaannddaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthhiiss,,  aallmmoosstt  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy,,  lleedd  ttoo  aa  rree--aawwaakkeenniinngg  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss..  MMuusslliimmss  nnooww  eexxppeerriieennccee  tthhee  rreemmoovvaall  ooff  tthhee  ddoommiinnaattiioonn  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnn  ppoowweerrss  wwiitthh  

tthheeiirr  ffoorreeiiggnn  rreelliiggiioonn  aass  aa  vviiccttoorryy..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  tthhee  nneeww  wweeaalltthh,,  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  ssttaattuuss,,  iiss  sseeeenn  aass  aa  

ccoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  ooff  AAllllaahh''ss  pprreesseennccee  aanndd  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  aafftteerr  aallll..  EEvveennttuuaallllyy  tthhiiss  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  IIrraanniiaann  

rreevvoolluuttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  rreessuurrggeennccee  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaamm  ooff  ttooddaayy..  HHoowweevveerr  tthhiiss  nneeww  wweeaalltthh  pprroovveess  ttoo  bbee  aa  

mmiixxeedd  bblleessssiinngg..  AAss  IIssllaammiicc  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  aarree    eexxppeerriieenncciinngg  tthhee  iinnfflluuxx  ooff  WWeesstteerrnn  tteecchhnnoollooggyy,,  

WWeesstteerrnn  mmoorraallss  aanndd  vvaalluueess  aarree  iimmppoorrtteedd  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ccoouunnttrriieess..  TTVV  aanndd  tthhee  IInntteerrnneett  ooppeenn  uupp  

ffoorrmmeerrllyy  cclloosseedd  ccoouunnttrriieess..  IIssllaamm''ss  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  tthhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  mmooddeerrnniittyy  wwiillll  bbee  aa  ccrruucciiaall  iissssuuee  iinn  

iittss  ffuuttuurree..  TThhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaalliissttss’’  ssttrruuggggllee  aanndd  mmiilliittaannccyy  aarree  qquuiittee  oobbvviioouussllyy,,  aatt  lleeaasstt  ppaarrttiiaallllyy,,  aa  

nneeggaattiivvee  rreessppoonnssee  aanndd  ddiirreecctteedd  aatt  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  ssyysstteemm  ooff  tthhoouugghhtt,,  wwhhiicchh  bbyy  mmaannyy  iiss  ppeerrcceeiivveedd  ttoo  

bbee  CChhrriissttiiaann..  
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TTHHEE  HHIISSTTOORRYY  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  IINN  AAFFRRIICCAA      (or) How did Islam spread throughout Africa? 
We cannot close our eyes to the fact that the impact of Islam is no longer restricted to the 

Arab-speaking countries north of the Sahara, but its weight is also greatly felt in the 47 

countries of West-, Central-, East- and Southern Africa. To be more precise: there are more 

Muslims living in the sub-Saharan region (about 180 million in 2002) than in the traditional 

Islamic states of North-Africa (about 130 million). How and when did this happen? Has the 

prophet from the desert won the hearts of black Africans as much as the people of the Arab-

speaking world? 

 

Since its earliest days (even before 622 AD) Muslim believers have made Africa their home. 

The first 150 followers of Muhammad came as refugees who were welcome by the ruler of 

Abyssinia (Ethiopia).  

 

“Islam reached Africa through two gateways, from East and the North. From both directions 

the carriers of Islam navigated across vast empty spaces, the waters of the Indian Ocean, and 

the desert sands of the Sahara.” (Levtzion and Pouwels) 

 

Conquest by force was by no means the only method of building a power base on the vast 

African continent. Other factors that contributed considerably to the spread of Islam were 

trading enterprises including the infamous slave raiding in Eastern and Central Africa. Others 

were forced and free migration to and from the Arabian peninsula, the Indian subcontinent 

and the Far East (Malays to the Cape of Good Hope in the late 17th century). Conversion to 

Islam also came about through the influence of powerful Sufi leaders (especially in West 

Africa), or the persuasion of African chiefs and kings to embrace the new religion and thus 

transforming their states into an Islamic community.  

 

Trimingham points out seven major Islamic Culture Areas in Africa that were established 

over the centuries: Egypt, the Maghrib (Western wing of North Africa), Western, Central, 

Eastern (Sudan, Ethiopia) Africa, the Horn of Africa (Somalia) and Swahili (East African 

Coast ruled from Zanzibar island) (see map). In all of these areas Islam played the dominating 

role or represented significant minorities, influencing the progress of the people in these areas. 

 

The spread of Islam was, however, not accomplished by a steadily growing impact, but rather 

in periodical waves, at times perhaps rather bursts, setting free the explosive energy of an 

‘Islamic volcano’. 

 

Islam has vowed to make Africa the first Islamic continent and few would dare to keep their 

eyes closed to the undeniable advances made by Muslims to accomplish that goal. Christians 

in every country need to come to terms with the Islamic challenge and determine for 

themselves what answers and provision God has given them to share the risen Jesus Christ 

with the followers of Islam. Ghana seems to set an example, where the Muslim population 

decreased by 25% during the last decade. 

W.E. 

 

 

THE CHANGING FACE OF ISLAM  

THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC LEAP                                                                                                   

The economic systems of all Muslim nations are presently undergoing changes both in form 
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and content. Even in countries like Saudi Arabia, this socio-economic leap is visibly 

experienced. The process of secularization and the material prosperity, which resulted from 

the oil revenue, are a powerful influence. Secular education, technological advancement, 

urbanization with the resulting loss of identity, modernization as well as vocational success 

and wealth mould the minds and lives of many Muslim people everywhere. It can hardly be 

predicted where this will lead. Fear of the Islam of tomorrow causes religious leaders to 

struggle with the issue of a Muslim identity, particularly in countries where Muslims are 

exposed to the Western value system.    

Western goods including luxury items are invading the markets and are advertised in TV 

commercials. Material prosperity promises not only comfort, but also means success, and 

success means power and self-confidence. The pull of all this is very strong for any group and 

also for Muslims.  

OOff  iinntteerreesstt  iiss  tthhee  ffoooottnnoottee  ttoo  aa  HHaaddiitthh  aabboouutt  ‘‘the present English-educated Muslims’ :: 

 Muslims are now following the Christians and Jews step by step in dress, 

manners, eating, talking and in every particulars. The influence of these two 

nations have caught the imagination of the upper-class Muslims so much so 

that even Arabia, the cradle of Islam, could not but be a prey to these 

tendencies.  Mishkat I, Footnote 106 

Forces of change are present all over the world. Islam grapples with the impact of changes on 

its religious structure and its practice. Christianity had to face ‘modernity’, which challenged 

the Bible as Scripture, questioned the historicity of the Bible and its sources, and was able to 

convince many nominal Christians that faith in the truth of Scripture is an outmoded exercise. 

Islam is facing these forces now. 

MODERNITY 

So far Islam has vehemently and relatively successfully resisted the forces of modernity and 

its attempt to secularize religion. It did not permit text-critical work on the Qur’an or the 

Hadith. Unlike the biblical texts, the Islamic scriptures will be doomed by a text-critical 

analysis. But with the essential opening of the Islamic markets and society to the Western 

world with its information explosion, Muslims will not escape the exposure of their 

scripture’s multiple deficiencies. Fear of that process may delay, but cannot stop a critical 

assessment of Islam even among their own members. 

FUNDAMENTALISM 

The strongest resistance against progress comes from the orthodox and ‘fundamentalist’ 

lobbies. To stress the maintenance of traditional forms is one attempt to ward off ‘outside’ 

influences. Any innovation (bid’aa) or change will be seen as a threat to the established rule 

of the Shariah. Will orthodox Islam with the majority of rural Muslims who are part of the 

traditional hierarchy and structure be able to maintain the status quo? 

Unwillingness to succumb to a world that is constantly changing will yield one of two 

reactions.  
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The West is viewed by many Muslims as utterly corrupt and by that the greatest moral 

opponent to Islam. Its advances must be stopped at any cost. Many Muslims have been 

persuaded to fight the to them threatening progress, if considered necessary by force. A 

multitude of Islamic Jihaad groupings do that. They are named ‘fundamentalists’ or 

‘Islamists’. 

LIBERAL MUSLIMS 

Many Muslims begin to rebel at least inwardly against demands of the Shariah to conform to 

its often medieval concepts.  Others, like many in Iran and Afghanistan, are so shocked about 

a repressive expression of their faith, that they reject allegiance to such a backward religion 

altogether. Many a Muslim in recent decades has encountered tremendous confusion and 

bitter disappointments with his religious institutions, and their leaders. 

THE OTHER OPTION   

With such disappointments, fears and confusion in their hearts and minds a number of 

Muslims have independently begun to search for meaning and purpose of life. Actually 

several factors need to be considered as one reflects on what caused Muslims to turn from 

Islam to Christ (‘Called from Islam to Christ’, Jean-Marie Gaudeul) Dr. Gaudeul investigated 

and grouped hundreds of conversions from Islam to the Christian faith. He places them under 

five headings: 

a. Those who feel drawn by Jesus personality 

b. Those looking for inner certainty 

c. Those who discover a community of believers in Christian churches 

d. Those who seek forgiveness and are drawn to the central message of the Gospel 

e. Those who hunger for a personal experience of God in prayer 

 

 

TTHHEE  SSEECCTTSS  WWIITTHHIINN  IISSLLAAMM          

AAnnyyoonnee  ssttuuddyyiinngg  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwiillll  ssoooonn  bbeeccoommee  ddiissiilllluussiioonneedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmuucchh--

aaccccllaaiimmeedd  uunniittyy  wwiitthhiinn  IIssllaamm..  AAss  wwee  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  eeaarrlliieerr  iitt  ddiidd  nnoott  ttaakkee  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  MMuusslliimmss  

ttooookk  uupp  aarrmmss  aaggaaiinnsstt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  ssllaauugghhtteerriinngg  tthhee  ooppppoonneennttss  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  AAllllaahh..  IInn  oonnee  

ssuucchh  bbaattttllee  ((tthhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  SSiiffffiieenn)),,  hhaarrdd--pprreesssseedd  MMuusslliimm  ssoollddiieerrss  oonn  tthhee  oonnee  ssiiddee  ddeecciiddeedd  ttoo  

ssttiicckk  ppaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ttoo  tthhee  ppooiinnttss  ooff  tthheeiirr  sswwoorrddss  hhooppiinngg  ttoo  oovveerrccoommee  tthheeiirr  ooppppoossiinngg  

bbrrootthheerrss..  IItt  aaccttuuaallllyy  wwoorrkkeedd,,  ffoorr  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd  ddaarree  ttoo  ffiigghhtt  aaggaaiinnsstt  ‘‘tthhee  vveerryy  wwoorrdd  ooff  AAllllaahh’’!!  

TTooddaayy  wwee  ffiinndd  mmaannyy  ggrroouuppiinnggss,,  aanndd  eevveenn  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  iinnddiivviidduuaall  mmoossqquueess  wwee  

mmaayy  ffiinndd  ssttrroonngg  ccoonnttrroovveerrssiieess  aanndd  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  ooppppoossiinngg  ffaaccttiioonnss..      

IItt  iiss  nnootteewwoorrtthhyy  tthhaatt  aallrreeaaddyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  aannttiicciippaatteedd  tthhee  bbrreeaakk--uupp  ooff  hhiiss  

ffoolllloowweerrss  iinnttoo  sseeccttss..  AA  HHaaddiitthh  ssttaatteess:: 

If the people of Isra'il were fragmented into seventy-two sects my Ummah 

will be fragmented into seventy-three sects. All of them will be in Hell Fire 

except one sect. They (the Companions) said: Allah's Messenger, which is 

that? Whereupon he said: It is one to which I and my companions belong. 
 Tirmizi, Hadith 171 

 The number has, however, far exceeded the Prophet's predictions, for the sects 

of Islam even exceed in number and variety those of the Christian religion. 
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 In order to fulfil the prophecies of Muhammad, the Ghyasu'l-Lughat divides 

the 73 into six groups of twelve sects (= 72) and adds a number 73, the 

"najiya" (those being saved), i.e. the Sunnis". 
 ‘Dictionary of Islam’, pp. 567-569 

 

MMaannyy  aatttteemmppttss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  ttoo  lliisstt  tthheessee  7722  sseeccttss  wwiitthh  vveerryy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  rreessuullttss..  NNoonnee  bbuutt  

tthhee  llaatteesstt,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  mmeennttiioonnss  tthhee  AAhhmmeeddiiyyaass,,  tthhee  BBaabbiissttss  aanndd  BBaahhaaiiss..  AAddmmiitttteeddllyy  mmoosstt  ooff  

tthheessee  sseeccttss  hhaavvee  rreellaattiivveellyy  mmiinnoorr  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ddiiffffeerreenncceess,,  bbuutt  ssoo  ttoooo  hhaavvee  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss..  

AA  bbrriieeff  llooookk  iinnttoo  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee  sseeccttss  wwiillll  ssuuffffiiccee::  

  

TTHHEE  SSUUNNNNIISS  

TThhiiss  AArraabbiicc  wwoorrdd  mmeeaannss::  ""OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  PPaatthh"",,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffoollllooww  tthhee  SSuunnnnaahh..  

TThheessee  aarree  MMuusslliimmss  wwhhoo  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ffoouurr  KKhhaalliiffss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rriigghhttffuull  

ssuucccceessssoorrss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThheeyy  aacccceepptt  tthhee  SSiihhaahhuu''ss  SSiittttaahh,,  oorr  ssiixx  aauutthheennttiicc  AAHHaaddiitthh,,  aanndd  

bbeelloonngg  ttoo  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurr  sscchhoooollss  ooff  jjuurriisspprruuddeennccee  ((AAbbuu  HHaanniiffaa,,  aasshh--SShhaaffii''ii,,  MMaalliikk  oorr  

AAhhmmaadd--iibbnn--HHaannbbaall))..  TThheeyy  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  

aarroouunndd  8800%%..  YYeett,,  aass  iitt  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinnggss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  ssoo  ttooddaayy  wwee  ffiinndd  aatt  ttiimmeess  bbiitttteerr  

eennmmiittyy  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ‘‘ffuunnddaammeennttaalliissttss’’  aanndd  tthhee  mmooddeerraatteess  eevveenn  aammoonngg  tthhee  ‘‘ffuunnddaammeennttaalliissttss’’  

tthheemmsseellvveess..  AA  llooookk  aatt  tthhee  PPaalleessttiinniiaann  aanndd  wwiiddeerr  MMiiddddllee  EEaasstteerrnn  ssiittuuaattiioonn  aanndd  AAffgghhaanniissttaann  

aalloonnee  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess  tthhiiss  vviivviiddllyy..  EEvveenn  wwiitthhiinn  aa  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  ooff  aa  mmoossqquuee  wwee  ccaann  ffiinndd  bbiitttteerr  

ddiissppuuttiinngg..  AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhiiss  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  aallll  tthhaatt  uunnuussuuaall  iinn  aa  cchhuurrcchh  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn,,  tthhee  vveerrbbaall  

aabbuussee  iinn  aa  mmoossqquuee  ccaann  wweellll  eexxcceeeedd  oouurr  iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn..  TThhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  cceennttrreess  ooff  tthhee  SSuunnnnii  aarree  

tthhee  aall--AAzzaarr  uunniivveerrssiittyy  iinn  CCaaiirroo  aanndd  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  MMeeddiinnaa..      

  

TTHHEE  SSHHII’’AAHH  

MMeeaanniinngg::  ‘‘FFoolllloowweerrss’’,,  ii..ee..  ooff  AAllii  

TThheeyy  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthhee  hheerreeddiittaarryy  ssuucccceessssiioonn  ooff  KKhhaalliiffss..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  tthheeyy  bbeelliieevvee  AAllii,,  tthhee  

nneepphheeww  aanndd  ssoonn--iinn--llaaww  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  rriigghhttffuull  KKhhaalliiff,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ssoonnss  

((oonnee  ooff  wwhhoomm  wwaass  aassssaassssiinnaatteedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerr  aabbddiiccaatteedd  tthhee  tthhrroonnee))  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee  ssuucccceeeeddeedd  

hhiimm..  TThheeyy  bbaassee  tthhiiss  ccllaaiimm  oonn  SSuurraahh  22::112244::  

 

 He said: 'I will make thee an Imam to the Nations'. He pleaded: 'And also 

(Imams) from my offspring!' 

 

MMaannyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  aaHHaaddiitthh  aarree  qquuootteedd  bbyy  tthhee  SShhii’’aahh  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeiirr  ccaassee..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  

ttrraaddiittiioonn,,  tthhee  ttwweellfftthh  iinn  tthhee  hheerreeddiittaarryy  lliinnee,,  IImmaamm--aall--MMaahhddii  ((aa  kkiinndd  ooff  MMeessssiiaahh)),,  iiss  ssttiillll  

aalliivvee  aanndd  hhiiddiinngg  ttoo  aappppeeaarr  bbeeffoorree  jjuuddggmmeenntt..    

TThhee  SShhii’’aass  hhaavvee  aaggaaiinn  sspplliitt  uupp  iinnttoo  mmaannyy  sspplliinntteerr  ggrroouuppss..  TThhee  IIssmmaaiilliiss  ppllaayy  aa  ddoommiinnaanntt  rroollee  

iinn  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa..  TThheeyy  aarree  ddeecciiddeeddllyy  lleessss  ffaannaattiiccaall  tthhaann  tthhee  IIrraanniiaann  SShhii’’aahh  MMuusslliimmss,,  aanndd  mmoorree  
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ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  pphhiillaanntthhrrooppiicc  wwoorrkk..  TThheeiirr  ssppiirriittuuaall  lleeaaddeerr  iiss  tthhee  AAgghhaa  KKhhaann  wwhhoo  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  aa  

wweellll--rreessppeecctteedd  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ffiigguurree..  

TThhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  SShhiiiittee  aaccttiivviittyy  iiss  iinn  IIrraann  wwhheerree  tthhee  ‘‘AAyyaattoollllaahh’’  ((lliitt..  ''ssiiggnn  ooff  AAllllaahh''))  KKhhoommeeiinnii  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  aa  nneeww  bbaassee  ffoorr  aa  SShhiiiittee  IIssllaammiicc  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  tthhrruusstt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffeelltt  iinn  aallmmoosstt  eevveerryy  

ccoorrnneerr  ooff  AAffrriiccaa  ttooddaayy..  EEvveenn  iinn  aa  ssmmaallll  ppllaaccee  lliikkee  LLaammuu,,  kknnoowwnn  aass  ''tthhee  MMeeccccaa  ooff  EEaasstt  

AAffrriiccaa''  IIrraanniiaann  SShhiiiittee  iinnfflluueennccee  aanndd  ffiinnaannccee  hhaass  ggaaiinneedd  ccoonnttrrooll  oovveerr  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  oollddeesstt  aanndd  

llaarrggeesstt  mmoossqquueess  oonn  tthhee  iissllaanndd;;  aa  ppoowweerr  ssttrruuggggllee  tthhaatt  iiss  qquuiittee  ttyyppiiccaall  ffoorr  mmaannyy  ppaarrttss  ooff  

AAffrriiccaa  ttooddaayy..    

  

TTHHEE  MMUUTTAAZZIILLAAHH  

TThhee  nnaammee  mmeeaannss  ‘‘SSeeppaarraattiissttss’’..  TThhiiss  wwaass  aa  vveerryy  ppoowweerrffuull  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  lloobbbbyy  ddaattiinngg  bbaacckk  ttoo  

tthhee  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  ppeerriioodd  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  bbuutt  iiss  aann  eexxttiinncctt  sseecctt..  IItt  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  iinn  773322  AADD..  TThhee  

MMuuttaazziillaahh  rreejjeecctteedd  aallll  eetteerrnnaall  aattttrriibbuutteess  ttoo  AAllllaahh,,  aanndd  rreeggaarrddeedd  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aass  ccrreeaatteedd  aanndd  

nnoott  eetteerrnnaallllyy  pprree--eexxiissttiinngg,,  aass  tthhee  oorrtthhooddooxx  ddoo..  IInn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  IIssllaamm,,  tthheeyy  aallssoo  

rreejjeecctteedd  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  pprreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn..    

TThheeyy  ccoorrrreeccttllyy  rreeaassoonneedd::  ""IInn  tthhaatt  ccaassee  GGoodd  mmuusstt  bbee  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  ooff  eevviill!!""  

CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  tthheeyy  bbeelliieevveedd  iinn  tthhee  ffrreeee  wwiillll  ooff  mmaann,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  aa  bbeelliieevveerr,,  wwhheenn  hhee  ccoommmmiittss  aa  

ggrriieevvoouuss  ssiinn  aanndd  ddiieess  wwiitthhoouutt  rreeppeennttaannccee,,  iiss  lloosstt..  

TThhee  MMuuttaazziillaahh  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  tthhaatt  HHiiss  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  wwoouulldd  lliimmiitt  tthhee  oommnniippootteennccee  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  

tthheerreeffoorree  rreessttrraaiinn  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  aacctt  wwiitthhiinn  hhiiss  oowwnn  eetthhiiccaall  nnoorrmmss..  TThheeiirr  ooppppoonneennttss  hheeaavviillyy  

ccrriittiicciizzeedd  tthhiiss  ppooiinntt..  

AAfftteerr  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  110000  yyeeaarrss  ooff  ssoommeettiimmeess  sseevveerree  ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn,,  tthhee  MMuuttaazziillaahh  mmoovveemmeenntt  

wwaass    ssuupppprreesssseedd..  

  

TTHHEE  WWAAHHHHAABBII  

AAbbdd''uull  WWaahhhhaabbii  wwaass  bboorrnn  11669911  AADD  aanndd  aaddvvaanncceedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  ddiilliiggeenntt  sscchhoollaarr  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  

MMeeccccaa,,  BBaassrraa  aanndd  BBaagghhddaadd..  HHee  bbeeccaammee  aa  rreeffoorrmmeerr  wwiitthhiinn  IIssllaamm  wwhhoo  rreejjeecctteedd  aallll  ooccccuulltt  

pprraaccttiicceess  lliikkee  tthhee  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  oommeennss,,  aallll  aauugguurriieess  ((ddiivviinnaattiioonn  bbyy  oommeennss)),,  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  aatt  

‘‘ssaaccrreedd’’  sshhrriinneess  aanndd  ttoommbbss,,  tthhee  ssmmookkiinngg  ooff  iinnttooxxiiccaattiinngg  ddrruuggss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  tthhee  ffiinnee  ccllootthhiinngg  

ooff  tthhee  wweeaalltthhyy..  HHiiss  aaiimm  wwaass  ttoo  rreevveerrtt  IIssllaamm  ttoo  iittss  oorriiggiinnaall  ffoorrmm..  AAlltthhoouugghh  hhee  hhaadd  aa  ddeevvootteedd  

ffoolllloowwiinngg,,  tthhee  rruulleerrss  ooppppoosseedd  hhiimm..  AAssyylluumm  wwaass  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  hhiimm  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmeedd--iibbnn--SSaa''uudd,,  

aann  iinnfflluueennttiiaall  cchhiieeff  iinn  AArraabbiiaa..  WWaahhhhaabbii  wwaass  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ppuurrssuuaannccee  ooff  hhiiss  aaiimmss,,  aanndd  

lleett  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  ddoo  wwhhaatt  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  aaccccoommpplliisshheedd  bbyy  eellooqquueennccee..  SSaa''uudd  mmaarrrriieedd  WWaahhhhaabbii''ss  

ddaauugghhtteerr,,  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ssoonn,,  AAbbdd--uull--AAzziizz,,  lleedd  tthhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  aarrmmyy  ttoo  vviiccttoorryy  oovveerr  AArraabbiiaa..  

HHoowweevveerr,,  hhee  wwaass  mmuurrddeerreedd  wwhhiillee  pprraayyiinngg,,  aanndd  hhiiss  ssoonn,,  aallssoo  nnaammeedd  SSaa''uudd,,  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  

lleeaadd  tthhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  mmoovveemmeenntt  ttoo  pprroommiinneennccee,,  tthhrreeaatteenniinngg  tthhee  wwhhoollee  TTuurrkkiisshh  EEmmppiirree..  HHiiss  

aaiimm  wwaass  tthhee  ccoonnvveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  wwhhoollee  wwoorrlldd  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  bbaattttllee  ccrryy  ooff  tthhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  wwaass  

""KKiillll  aanndd  ssttrraannggllee  aallll  iinnffiiddeellss,,  wwhhoo  aadddd  ccoommppaanniioonnss  ttoo  AAllllaahh""..  TThhiiss,,  nnoo  ddoouubbtt,,  iinncclluuddeedd  

JJeessuuss..  

IInn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  1199tthh  cceennttuurryy  MMeeccccaa  tthhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  iinn  uunnddeerrttooookk  aa  ffoorrcceeffuull  rreeffoorrmm..  WWhhiippss  wweerree  

uusseedd  ttoo  ddrriivvee  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  tthhee  mmoossqquueess  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  ffiivvee  ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerrss..  BBuutt  SSaa''uudd''ss  ssoonn  

wwaass  ttaakkeenn  pprriissoonneerr  bbyy  tthhee  TTuurrkkss  aanndd  eexxeeccuutteedd  iinn  IIssttaannbbuull..  EEvveenn  ssoo,,  tthhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  iinnfflluueennccee  



  

61 

 

iiss  ssttiillll  ssttrroonngg,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  aanndd  NNoorrtthheerrnn  IInnddiiaa,,  bbuutt  eevveenn  wwoorrllddwwiiddee..  TThhee  TTaalliibbaann  ooff  

AAffgghhaanniissttaann  wweerree  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  WWaahhhhaabbii  mmoovveemmeenntt..  

  

TTHHEE  AAHHMMAADDIIYYYYAA  

aarree  aa  sseeccttaarriiaann  ggrroouupp  ffoouunnddeedd  bbyy  MMiirrzzaa  GGhhuullaamm  AAhhmmaadd  ((11886655--11990088  iinn  tthhee  PPuunnyyaabb,,  tthheenn  

IInnddiiaa)),,  wwhhoo  ccllaaiimmeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccaalllleedd  aass  aa  pprroopphheett..  TThhee  AAhhmmaaddiiyyyyaass  ddiiffffeerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  

tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  IIssllaamm,,  iinn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  mmiirraacclleess..  WWhhiillee  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

ddeenniieess  tthhee  ccrruucciiffiixxiioonn  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  MMiirrzzaa  AAhhmmaadd  ssaaiidd,,  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  wwaass  aaccttuuaallllyy  oonn  tthhee  ccrroossss,,  

bbuutt  wwaass  ttaakkeenn  ddoowwnn  uunnccoonnsscciioouuss,,  bbuutt  aalliivvee,,  nnuurrsseedd  ttoo  ffuullll  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  tthheenn  mmiiggrraatteedd  ttoo  

SSrriinnaaggaarr  iinn  KKaasshhmmiirr,,  wwhheerree  ddiieedd  iinn  oolldd  aaggee..  HHiiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ggrraavvee  tthheerree  iiss  oonn  ddiissppllaayy..  AAhhmmaadd  

ccllaaiimmeedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  eexxppeecctteedd  MMaahhddii  oorr  MMeessssiiaahh,,  ""tthhee  oonnee  eexxppeecctteedd  bbyy  aallll  nnaattiioonnss  iinn  wwhhoomm  

tthhee  rreettuurrnn  ooff  CChhrriisstt  iiss  ssyymmbboolliizzeedd""..  HHiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  ccaallll  hhiimm  KKhhaalliiffaa..  TThheeyy  aarree  vveerryy  

mmiissssiioonnaarryy--mmiinnddeedd,,  hhaavvee  aa  mmoorree  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall  aapppprrooaacchh  tthhaann  tthheeiirr  SSuunnnnii  ccoouunntteerrppaarrttss  aanndd  

mmaakkee  eexxtteennssiivvee  uussee  ooff  lliitteerraattuurree..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ppuurrssuueedd  tthhee  ttrraannssllaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

QQuurr''aann  iinnttoo  vvaarriioouuss  AAffrriiccaann  llaanngguuaaggeess  eevveenn  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  SSuunnnniiss  eevveerr  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  ssuucchh  

ttrraannssllaattiioonnss..  IInn  aann  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  mmaakkee  IIssllaamm  ppaallaattaabbllee  ttoo  mmooddeerrnn  mmaann,,  tthheeyy  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  bbee  ooppeenn  

mmiinnddeedd  aanndd  ooffffeerr  ssoocciiaalliissmm  aass  aann  IIssllaammiicc  tteenneett,,  ''aann  eeccoonnoommiicc  pprriinncciippllee  aallrreeaaddyy  pprraaccttiicceedd  

ffoorr  11,,330000  yyeeaarrss''..  MMoonnooggaammyy  iiss  aallssoo  aaddvvooccaatteedd..  AAhhmmaaddiiyyyyaass  aarree  ttoottaallllyy  rreejjeecctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreesstt  

ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd  aass  sseeccttaarriiaannss  aanndd  nnoott  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  ppaarrtt  ooff  IIssllaamm..  

  

TTHHEE  BBAAHHAAII  

mmoovveemmeenntt  wwaass  ffoouunnddeedd  bbyy  MMiirrzzaa  HHuusssseeiinn--aallii--NNuurrii  ((11881177--11889922))..  HHee  ccaammee  ffrroomm  PPeerrssiiaa  aanndd  

ccaalllleedd  hhiimmsseellff  tthhee  ""SShhrriinnee  ooff  GGoodd""..  IInn  hhiiss  bbooookk  ""KKiittaabb--aall--aakkddaass""  hhee  eevveenn  aattttaaiinnss  tthhee  ttiittllee  ""aa  

RRaaddiiaattiioonn  ffrroomm  GGoodd""..  CCllaaiimmiinngg  hhiiss  tteeaacchhiinngg  ttoo  bbee  uunniivveerrssaall,,  hhee  pprroommootteedd  mmuuttuuaall  lloovvee  aanndd  

ggoooodd  wwoorrkkss  ttoo  iinnttrroodduuccee  aa  uunniivveerrssaall  llaanngguuaaggee  aanndd  rreelliiggiioonn..  HHee  pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  bbee  

tthhee  rreettuurrnniinngg  CChhrriisstt,,  tthhee  rreeiinnccaarrnnaattiioonn  ooff  KKrriisshhnnaa,,  tthhee  ffiifftthh  BBuuddddhhaa  aanndd  tthhee  eemmbbooddiimmeenntt  ooff  

HHuusssseeiinn,,  tthhee  ssoonn  ooff  AAllii..  HHee  ddiieedd  aafftteerr  ttwweennttyy--eeiigghhtt  yyeeaarrss  ooff  iimmpprriissoonnmmeenntt..  ((""DDeerr  IIssllaamm""  bbyy  

KKeelllleerrhhaallss,,  pppp..  111199++112200))..  BBaahhaaii  iiss  aann  aaccccoommmmooddaattiinngg,,  uunniivveerrssaalliissttiicc  aanndd  ssttrroonnggllyy  ooccccuulltt  

sseecctt  wwiitthh  aa  rreellaattiivveellyy  ssmmaallll  ffoolllloowwiinngg..  OObbvviioouussllyy,,  IIssllaamm  ddooeess  nnoott  rreeccooggnniizzee  iitt  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  iittss  

rreelliiggiioonn..  

  

THE TABLIGH MOVEMENT 

This is a recent addition to the Sufi movement and has gained worldwide significance. It 

calls itself the ‘jamiah tabligh’. It originates from and is well established in India, but 

developed several beachheads on the African continent. The meaning of ‘tabligh’ 

(Arabic) is ‘propaganda, particularly of the religious sort’ (B. Jones) or the ‘endeavour 

for the revival and regeneration of faith’ (S. Nadwi).  The founder was Maulana 

Mohammad Ilyas (1885-1944). He claimed to present “a living force in almost every 

country where Muslims live; attracting millions of souls to its revolutionary program for 

total rejection of all accretions and innovations; inculcating a living awareness of God 

for leading a simple, unostentatious and truly Islamic way of life.” (Nadwi) 
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A summary of the life-story of its founder and his ideals will throw some light on the 

characteristics of this movement. Mohammad Ilyas was born as the third son into a very 

religious family of Maulanas (Arab. ‘learned man’, Muslim doctor of law) and spent 

much of his childhood with his father at the Sufi holy shrine of Nizamuddin in Delhi, 

India. Moreover his mother is highly praised to have been a woman of great learning 

who not only had committed the whole of the Qur’an to memory, but reportedly made it 

her custom to recite the Qur’an forty times during the month of Ramadaan. Apart from 

that practice during Ramadaan her daily routine of worship is said to have included 

repeating ‘dhikr’ (a kind of ‘mantra’) (such as Allah-u-akbar or Bismillah ar-rahman, 

ar-rahim) over 17,500 times daily! The boy’s childhood was soon occupied with 

memorizing the Qur’an for himself and to follow the example and instructions of 

several Sufi mentors in India until he moved back to Nizamuddin to become Maulana in 

his own right. His first mission was to a low-class farming community at the outskirts of 

Delhi where at great personal cost he initiated hundreds of religious schools for this 

partly Hindu, partly Islamic community. But it was not before he returned from his 

second pilgrimage to Mecca at age 40 that he called upon others to support him in 

extensive tabligh tours preaching and propagating the basic tenets of Islam, like kalima 

(creed) and namaaz (prayer). Muslim believers who responded to the call immediately 

were drawn into Jama’ats (congregations) who in turn were urged to set out on tabligh 

efforts to other towns and villages. This tabligh ideal became the all-consuming purpose 

of his life, often knocking at the doors of mosques until he received a favourable 

response to his appeal. He was always prepared to give himself fully to his cause, no 

matter the cost. “I believe it would be the worst kind of sin if I showed concern for my 

well-being“, he once resumed. And even under great physical suffering during the last 

months of his life his motto was: “Apart from the pain of tabligh all is well with me.“ 

He died at the age of 59 in July 1944 repeating time and again the words of a prayer he 

had taught so many during his life time: “Oh Allah! Thy forgiveness is more extensive 

than mine iniquities and I have better hope in Thy mercy than in my deeds.” Here he 

reckoned with a Gospel, which Islam does not offer. One can only pray and wish that 

many a Christian would show such zeal in response to what Christ has done for us! 

Today the tabligh movement reportedly brings together hundreds of thousand 

volunteers (tablighis) from all corners of the world for mass conventions in Pakistan, 

which has become the heartland of the movement. Tabligh missionaries are recruited 

during rallies in mosques. They are challenged to commit themselves for extended 

periods of tabligh work in other countries. Many zealous adherents readily volunteer to 

give their time and resources as the writer (W.E.) has personally witnessed during an 

all-night campaign in a mosque in Cape Town, South Africa.  

  

Tabligh teaching consists of a myriad of moral appeals. Thousands of fantastic stories 

about their religious heroes (the two major text-books ‘Faza’il-e-a’maal’ comprise 

some 2000 pages of such material) are to remind today’s Muslims of an idealized early 

Islam. It is therefore not surprising that many modern Muslims reject what they consider 

a backward and primitive propaganda, which misrepresents true Islam. 
Sources:Life and Mission of Maulana Mohammad Ilyias by S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, Academy of 

Islamic Research and Publications, Lucknow, 1983, 2nd edition 

Six Points of Tabligh by Maulana Ashiq Elahi, Rasheed Publications, Delhi, undated 

Faza’il-E-A’maal by Shaikhul Hadith Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya, Idara Ishaat E Diniyat LTD., New 

Delhi, 1998 (1990)   WW,,EE,,  
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  SSUUFFIISSMM  

iiss  tthhee  mmyyssttiiccaall  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..    IIttss  vvaarriioouuss  ggrroouuppss  mmaayy  bbee  ppaanntthheeiissttiicc,,  aasscceettiicc  ((FFaakkiirr  

ffrroomm  FFaakkrr  ==  ppoooorr))  aanndd//oorr  mmoonnaassttiicc..  TThheeyy  aallll  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  ssttrroonngg  hhiinndduuiissttiicc  eelleemmeenntt  iinn  

tthheeiirr  tteeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  aann  aaffffiinniittyy  ttoo  tthhee  NNeeww  AAggee  ppeerrcceeppttiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  

tthheeyy  oobbvviioouussllyy  pprreecceeddeedd..  SSmmaallll  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ddiisscciipplleess  ffoorrmm  tthheemmsseellvveess  aarroouunndd  aa  SShhaaiikkhh  

((gguurruu)),,  tthheeiirr  ssppiirriittuuaall  lleeaaddeerr..  MMoottiivvaatteedd  bbyy  ffeeaarr  ooff  jjuuddggmmeenntt,,  tthheeyy  sseeeekk  ttoo  mmoorrttiiffyy  tthheeiirr  

bbooddiieess,,  ppuurriiffyy  tthheeiirr  hheeaarrttss,,  aanndd  sshhooww  aa  ddeessiirree  ffoorr  sseecclluuddeedd  ccoonntteemmppllaattiioonn..  SSuuffiiss  ttrryy  ttoo  fflleeee  

ffrroomm  tthhee  ''bbaadd  wwoorrlldd''  iinnttoo  aa  uunniioonn  wwiitthh  GGoodd  bbyy  wwaayy  ooff  eexxeerrcciisseess  tthhaatt  lleeaadd  ttoo  ''eexxppeerriieenncceess'',,  

ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  ddiirreecctt  ccoonnttaacctt  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  wwiitthh  AAllllaahh..      

TThhee  ccoommppoonneennttss  ooff  SSuuffiissmm  aarree  rreennuunncciiaattiioonn  ((''hhoolliinneessss''  bbyy  ppeerrssoonnaall  eeffffoorrtt))  aanndd  eeccssttaassyy..  TThhee  

aaiimm  iiss  tthhee  ''eexxppeerriieennccee''  ooff  ''aannnniihhiillaattiioonn  ooff  sseellff  iinn  ggoodd''..  TThhiiss  ''eexxppeerriieennccee''  iiss  ppaarrttllyy  pprroommootteedd  

bbyy  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteecchhnniiqquueess,,  ssuucchh  aass  rrhhyytthhmmiicc  ddaanncciinngg,,  cchhaannttiinngg  aanndd  mmuussiicc  ((tthhee  ddeerrvviisshheess))..  AAss  

HHiinndduuss  uussee  aa  ''mmaannttrraa''  --  aa  kkiinndd  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss,,  sseeccrreett  wwoorrdd,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ttoo  bbee  rreeppeeaatteedd  tthhoouussaannddss  

ooff  ttiimmeess  --  SSuuffiiss  uussee  ''ddhhiikkrr''  ((pprroonnoouunncceedd  ‘‘zziikkrr’’)),,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  tthhee  ssaammee  ffuunnccttiioonn::  ttoo  iinndduuccee  

eeccssttaassyy..  TThheeyy  aaiimm  iiss  ttoo  ''sseeee  tthhee  iinnnneerr  lliigghhtt''..  

Not unlike developments in the Church (Augustine, Master Eckehardt, Thomas a 

Kempis and others) pious Muslim believers were so appalled by the worldliness and 

pomp of (the Umayyad) Khalifs that they sought peace of soul in a life of seclusion. 

These early Islamic mystics lived as hermits a life of poverty and renunciation.  

TThhee  ddeessiirree  ffoorr  rreelliiggiioouuss  eexxppeerriieenncceess  oofftteenn  wwaass  aanndd  iiss  aa  rreeaaccttiioonn  ttoo  ccoolldd  oorrtthhooddooxxyy  aanndd  

lleeggaalliissmm  wwiitthhiinn  IIssllaamm..    TThhee  hhiigghhllyy  rreeggaarrddeedd  qquurr''aanniicc  sscchhoollaarr  aanndd  pphhiilloossoopphheerr,,  aall--GGhhaazzzzaallii  

((11005566--11111111  AADD)),,  hheellppeedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhee  SSuuffii  mmoovveemmeenntt  aacccceeppttaabbllee  wwiitthhiinn  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  IIssllaamm..      

TThhee  nnaammee  SSuuffiissmm  mmaayy  ccoommee  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ‘‘ssuuff’’,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  aa  ccooaarrssee  wwoooolllleenn  ccllooaakk  tthhee  

SSuuffiiss  wwoorree,,  oorr  ppeerrhhaappss  ffrroomm  ‘‘ssaaffuu’’,,  wwhhiicchh  mmeeaannss  ppuurriittyy,,  oorr  ppeerrhhaappss  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGrreeeekk  wwoorrdd  

‘‘ssooffiiaa’’,,  mmeeaanniinngg  wwiissddoomm,,  oorr  ‘‘ssuuffaa’’,,  aann  AArraabbiicc  ttrriibbee  sseerrvviinngg  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  iinn  MMeeccccaa..  IInn  

eesssseennccee,,  SSuuffiissmm  aallwwaayyss  eexxiisstteedd..  WWee  sseeee  oobbvviioouuss  ppaarraalllleellss  ttoo  BBuuddddhhiissmm,,  HHiinndduuiissmm,,  tthhee  

mmeeddiieevvaall  mmyyssttiiccss  ooff  EEuurrooppee,,  aanndd  eevveenn  iinn  tthhee  eexxiisstteennttiiaalliissmm  aanndd  cceerrttaaiinn  ''cchhaarriissmmaattiicc''  

mmoovveemmeennttss  ooff  oouurr  ttiimmee..  

SSuuffiissmm  ddeemmaannddss  ccoommpplleettee  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  aa  ''gguuiiddee''..  SSoommeewwhhaatt  iillllooggiiccaallllyy  eevveenn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  

ppeerrcceeppttiioonnss,,  iitt  ccllaaiimmss  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn  ggoooodd  aanndd  eevviill,,  aallll  iiss  uunniittyy,,  aanndd  

uunniittyy  iiss  GGoodd..  TThhee  ‘‘gguuiiddee’’  ddeetteerrmmiinneess  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  wwhhoo  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  hhaavvee  nnoo  

rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn..  TThhee  bbooddyy  iiss  sseeeenn  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ccaaggee  ooff  tthhee  ssoouull,,  ssoo  aa  ddeevvootteedd  SSuuffii  

lloonnggss  ttoo  ddiiee..  HHiiss  jjoouurrnneeyy  bbeeggiinnss  aass  aa  sseeaarrcchheerr  aanndd  tthheenn  aaddvvaanncceess  ttoo  aa  ttrraavveelleerr..  TThhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  ssttaaggeess  aarree  sseerrvviiccee,,  lloovvee,,  sseecclluussiioonn,,  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  eeccssttaassyy  aanndd  ttrruutthh,,  uunniioonn  wwiitthh  GGoodd  

aanndd  tthheenn  eexxttiinnccttiioonn..  TThhee  ppeerrffeecctt  mmaann  iiss  oonnee  wwhhoo  hhaass  lloosstt  hhiiss  iiddeennttiittyy..  SSoommee  mmoonnaassttiicc  

oorrddeerrss  iinn  SSuuffiissmm  lliivvee  iinn  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  pprrooppeerrttyy,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthheeiirr  wwoommeenn..  OOtthheerrss  lliivvee  wwiitthh  

aallll  ttyyppeess  ooff  vviicceess,,  ddeeeemmiinngg  tthhee  bbooddyy,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ddeeffiilleedd,,  aass  ''oonnllyy  aa  mmiisseerraabbllee  rroobbee  ooff  

hhuummaanniittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  eenncciirrcclleess  tthhee  ppuurree  ssoouull''..  

UUnnddeerrssttaannddaabbllyy  mmaannyy  MMuusslliimmss  aarree  rraatthheerr  nneeggaattiivvee  aabboouutt  tthhee  iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  SSuuffiissmm  oonn  tthhee  

ccoouurrssee  ooff  IIssllaamm..  DDrr..  IIssmmaa''iill  aall  FFaarruuqqii  ccoommmmeennttss:: 

 Mysticism succeeded in reorientating the Muslims away from life, from the 

world, from reason and common sense, and delivered them to introspective 

meditation. Mysticism dulled the Muslim sense of realism and drew Muslims 

away from society, from their businesses, even from their families. Instead of 

pursuing the will of God as law, Sufism taught the Muslim to run after the 

dream of union with God in gnosis, or 'mystical experience. 
 ‘Islam’ by Isma'il R. Al Faruqi, Argus Communications, Illinois 
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Having looked at the framework, we should, however, also take note of intense sincerity 

and devotion by many a Sufi. An instance of history may illustrate this best: Rabi’a was 

a Sufi mystic. She seems to be the only recognized female Sufi saint.  A slave girl from 

Basra (died in Jerusalem AD 801), she so impressed her master by the sincerity of her 

ascetic mode of life that he freed her to devote her days completely to the love of God. 

She used to pray: “O my Lord, if I worship You from fear of hell, burn me in hell. And 

if I worship You from hope of paradise, exclude me from it. But if I worship You for 

Your own sake, then withhold not from me Your Eternal Beauty.“ We cannot, but 

admire such devotion. 

Many of the early Sufis were men of remarkable wisdom, extraordinary contentment, 

humility and humour. Some examples may illustrate this: 

A Sufi teacher was once offered by one of his followers a bag containing five hundred 

gold coins. “Have you any more money than this?“ asked the Sufi. – “Yes, I have“. – 

“Do you desire more?“ – “Yes, I do.“ – “Then you must keep it, for you are more in 

need than I; for I have nothing and desire nothing. You have a great deal and still want 

more.“ 

On a more humourous side, Hasan of Basra was once asked: “What is Islam, and who 

are the Muslims?“ to which he simply replied: “Islam is in the books, and Muslims are 

in the tomb.“ 

Yet while some Sufis were men of great learning and wisdom others were just seeking 

to enter a state of ecstasy aiming for the ultimate stage of extinction or ‘annihilation of 

self in god‘. The recorded prayer of a man by the name of Bayzid is typical for this 

mystical desire: “O God, how long will there be ‘I‘ and ‘Thou‘ between me and you. 

Take this away, that my ‘I‘ may become ‘Thou‘, and ‘I‘ be nothing.“ He scandalized the 

orthodox by exclaiming while in a state of ecstasy: “Glory to me! How great is my 

majesty! Verily I am God, there is no god except me, so worship me“ (compare with Sura 

21:25). That is pure Pantheism, of course, and not at all in line with Islam. 

It is therefore not surprising, that when Mansur al–Hallaj (died 922) claimed: “I am the 

truth“, the orthodox Ulama were so outraged that he was first imprisoned for 10 years, 

then crucified, and then dismembered alive. 

  

In Africa Sufism has found its way from both the Indian subcontinent into Southern and 

Eastern Africa, and via North Africa into West African communities. Particularly in 

West Africa, a strong network of Sufi brotherhoods (marabouts) has left a mark upon 

the political, communal and religious face in the francophone countries.   

 

Features among Sufis from the many brotherhoods were visions of the Muhammad and 

at times of the founder of a particular ‘tariqa’ (as a Sufi brotherhood is called), and at 

other times a supposedly direct revelation from Muhammad.   

 

In closing it must bbee  mmeennttiioonneedd  tthhaatt  SSuuffiiss,,  bbeeiinngg  lleessss  oorrtthhooddooxx,,  sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee  mmoorree  ooppeenn  ttoo  

tthhee  GGoossppeell  tthhaann  mmoosstt  ootthheerr  MMuusslliimmss.. 

 

  

FFOOLLKK  IISSLLAAMM  

WWiitthhoouutt  aannyy  qquueessttiioonn  wwhhaatt  iiss  tteerrmmeedd  ‘‘FFoollkk  IIssllaamm’’  iiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppooppuullaarr  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  

rreelliiggiioonn  iinn  IIssllaamm..  IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  wwrroonngg  ttoo  ccaallll  iitt  aa  sseecctt,,  ffoorr  iitt  ooppeerraatteess  wwiitthhiinn,,  aanndd  iiss  

ssaannccttiioonneedd  bbyy  ooffffiicciiaall  IIssllaamm..  
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WWhhaatt  iiss  ‘‘FFoollkk  IIssllaamm’’??  IItt  iiss  aa  ssyynnccrreettiissmm  ooff  IIssllaamm  wwiitthh  tthhee  ‘‘nnaattuurraall  rreelliiggiioonn’’  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  

wwhhoo  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  ttuurrnneedd  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  bbaassiicc  rreelliiggiioouuss  eelleemmeennttss  aanndd  pprraaccttiicceess  ooff  tthhee  ppaaggaann  

ppeeooppllee  wweerree  iinntteeggrraatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  ffoorrmmss  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  

ooff  tthhee  FFiivvee  PPiillllaarrss  mmaayy  wweellll  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd  eevveerryywwhheerree,,  bbuutt  iinn  rreeaalliittyy,,  bbeelliieeff  iinn  tthhee  ssppiirriitt--

wwoorrlldd  aanndd  pprraaccttiicceess  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  iitt,,  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ddeeppeennddeennccee..  AAnncceessttoorr  

vveenneerraattiioonn  aanndd  ddeeppeennddeennccee,,  uussee  ooff  ssppeellllss,,  cchhaarrmmss  aanndd  aammuulleettss  aanndd  tthhee  lliikkee,,  aanndd  

ddeeppeennddeennccee  oonn  SShhaammaannss,,  ccoonnssttiittuuttee  tthhee  rreeaall  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee..  IIssllaamm  iiss  ffaarr  mmoorree  

aaccccoommmmooddaattiinngg  iinn  tthhiiss  ffiieelldd  tthhaann  bbiibblliiccaall  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  ccoouulldd  eevveerr  bbee..  FFoorr  aa  ppaaggaann  ttoo  

bbeeccoommee  aa  MMuusslliimm,,  hhee  rreeaallllyy  oonnllyy  nneeeeddss  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh  iinn  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  

ooff  oonnee  GGoodd,,  aanndd  tthheenn  ssaayy  tthhee  sshhaahhaaddaa,,  ""TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  eexxcceepptt  AAllllaahh,,  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  

hhiiss  mmeesssseennggeerr""..  

  

TThhee  OOccccuulltt  AAssppeecctt  ooff  FFoollkk  IIssllaamm  

AAllll  ppaaggaann  rreelliiggiioonnss  hhaavvee  aann  ooccccuulltt  bbaacckkggrroouunndd..  SSppiirriitt  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  aanndd  aanncceessttoorr  wwoorrsshhiipp  --  

wwhhiicchh  aammoouunnttss  ttoo  mmuucchh  tthhee  ssaammee  --  iiss  tthhee  ddoommiinnaattiinngg  ffaaccttoorr  iinn  aallll  ttrriibbaall  rreelliiggiioonn..  SShhaammaannss  

((wwiittcchhddooccttoorrss))    ccllaaiimm  ttoo  bbee  iinn  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  wwoorrlldd  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  ppaacciiffyy  oorr  eevveenn  

mmaanniippuullaattee  ssppiirriittss  bbyy  tthheeiirr  mmaaggiicc  iinnfflluueennccee..  SSppeellllss,,  cchhaarrmmss  aanndd  aammuulleettss  aarree  uusseedd  ffoorr  

pprrootteeccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  nneeggaattiivvee  ffoorrcceess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  wwoorrlldd..  IInn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aassssiisstt  aa  ppeerrssoonn  sseeeekkiinngg  

ffrreeeeddoomm  ffrroomm  bboonnddaaggee  oorr  ssiicckknneessss,,  SShhaammaannss  wwiillll  rreessoorrtt  ttoo  tthhee  ffiinnddiinngg  ooff  mmoorree  ppootteenntt  

cchhaarrmmss  oorr  ssppeellllss  tthhaann  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ccaauusseedd  tthheeiirr  ddiilleemmmmaa..  SSuubbsseeqquueennttllyy  tthhee  aaddhheerreennttss  ttoo  

‘‘nnaattuurraall  rreelliiggiioonnss’’  aarree  ddoooommeedd  ttoo  lliivvee  uunnddeerr  ccoonnssttaanntt  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  ssppiirriitt  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  lliivvee  iinn  

ttoottaall  ddeeppeennddeennccyy  ooff  tthhee  SShhaammaannss..  

Not counting a few exceptions like the Wahhabi, Islam has little reservation toward the 

occult. It is either tolerated, accommodated or Islamised. By that they open wide the 

door to more spiritual bondage. 

 

IIssllaammiicc  ‘‘SShhaammaannss’’    

AAllll  oovveerr  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  AAssiiaa  SShhaaiikkhhss,,  MMaarraabboouuttss,,  HHaajjjjiiss,,  PPiirrss,,  WWaalliiss,,  IImmaammss  oorr  wwhhaatteevveerr  tthheeiirr  

ttiittllee  mmaayy  bbee,,  aacctt  aass  SShhaammaannss..  TThheeyy  uussee  cchhaarrmmss  aanndd  aammuulleettss  aanndd  ccaasstt  ssppeellllss,,  jjuusstt  lliikkee  tthhee  

ppaaggaannss,,  bbuutt  ddoo  iitt  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  AAllllaahh  ((tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  ''MMuubbaahhaallaa''  iiss  oouuttlliinneedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

iinn  SSuurraahh  33::6611))..  SShhaaiikkhhss  wwhhoo  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ppoowweerrffuull  ((!!))  aarree  oofftteenn  ccoonnssuulltteedd  eevveenn  aafftteerr  tthheeyy  

hhaavvee  ddiieedd;;  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ssoo  aammoonngg  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  ''ggrraavvee  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss''..  

MMaayy  aa  ffeeww  HHaaddiitthh  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ccoommmmeennttss  hheellpp  uuss  rreeaalliizzee  tthhee  ooccccuulltt  pprraaccttiiccee  eevveenn  ccoommmmeennddeedd  

bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhiimmsseellff:: 

 Aisha reported that when any of the members of the household fell ill Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to blow over him by reciting 

Mu'awwidhatan, (the last two Surahs in the Qur’an) and when he suffered from 

illness of which he died I used to blow over him and rubbed his body with his 

hand for his hand had greater power than my hand. 
 Sahih Muslim, Hadith 5432 

 Surahs 113 and 114 represent a kind of incantation for refuge from witchcraft, from                      

“the evil blowers upon knots” and “the evil sneaking whisperer”. 

 

                                        TThhee  ffoooottnnoottee  ((22557788))  eexxppllaaiinnss:: 

 That some words have the healing power is a fact which has been 

substantiated by evidence. This is the reason why incantation (the practice of 



  

66 

 

curing diseases and removing the evil effect of magic) is almost universal. The 

mere fact that this process is supersensory does not prove it to be a 

superstition. There are so many facts for which no causative relationship can 

be traced in the realm of physical world, but still they are facts. Same is the 

case with incantation. Islam has, however, purged incantation from all evil 

practices. It has forbidden the recitation of words and phrases which run 

counter to the spirit of Islam and has exhorted its followers to recite the name 

of Allah and some other verses of the Holy Qur'an, e.g. Surah al-Fatiha and 

Mu'awwidhatan for the purpose of incantation. 

   

TToo  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwhhoo  hhaass  eexxppeerriieennccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ooccccuulltt,,  tthhiiss  ssiimmppllyy  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  ""wwhhiittee""  mmaaggiicc,,  ii..ee..  

tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  wwiittcchhccrraafftt  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  GGoodd  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  tthhee  ddeevviill..  IItt  iiss  ssttiillll  wwiittcchhccrraafftt,,  tthhoouugghh.. 

 Aisha reported that when any person fell ill with a disease or he had any 

ailment or he had any injury, the Apostle of Allah (may peace be upon him) 

placed his forefinger upon the ground and then lifted it by reciting the name of 

Allah (and said): The dust of our ground with the saliva of any one of us would 

serve as a means whereby our illness would be cured with the sanction of 

Allah.  Sahih Muslim, Hadith 5444 

 

              AA  ffoooottnnoottee  ((22557799))  eexxppllaaiinnss:: 

 According to some scholars, it refers to the sacred dust of Medina on which 

had fallen the saliva of the pious Muslims. 

 

WWee  wwiillll  bbee  ccaarreeffuull  nnoott  ttoo  ccoommppaarree  tthhee  hhaappppeenniinngg  ooff  JJoohhnn  99::11--77  wwiitthh  tthhee  aabboovvee..  TThheerree  iiss  aa  cclleeaarr  

lliinnee  ooff  ddiiffffeerreennccee!! 

 Aisha reported that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) commanded 

the use of incantation for curing the influence of an evil eye". 
 Sahih Muslim, Hadith  5445 

IInnccaannttaattiioonn  hhaass  aa  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  mmeeaanniinngg::  ""RRiittuuaall  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  mmaaggiiccaall  wwoorrddss  oorr  ssoouunnddss,,  aa  mmaaggiicc  

ssppeellll..""  ((CCoolllliinn''ss  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy))  

TThhoossee  wwhhoo  pprraaccttiiccee  ssuucchh,,  ccllaaiimm,,  lliikkee  aallll  ssppiirriittiissttss,,  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ddiiffffeerreennttiiaattee  bbeettwweeeenn  ggoooodd  aanndd  

eevviill  ssppiirriittss  oorr  jjiinnnnss..  TThhee  BBiibbllee  ccoonnddeemmnnss  ssuucchh  pprraaccttiicceess  aallttooggeetthheerr:: 

 "Let no one be found among you who ... practices divination or 
sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or 
who is a medium or spiritist. Anyone who does these things is 
detestable to the Lord". 

   Deut. 18:10-12 

 

SShhaaiikkhhss,,  oorr  aannyy  ootthheerr  ppeerrssoonn,,  mmaayy  bbee  ''bblleesssseedd''  wwiitthh  ''kkaarraammaatt'',,  ii..ee..  tthhee  ggiifftt  ooff  ppoowweerr  oorr  

mmiirraaccllee..  AAfftteerr  tthheeiirr  ddeemmiissee  tthheeiirr  ggrraavveess  bbeeccoommee  cceenntteerrss  ooff  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  aanndd  tthhee  vviissiittoorrss  ooffffeerr  

pprraayyeerrss  aanndd  ggiiffttss,,  aasskkiinngg  ffoorr  iinntteerrcceessssiioonn  oorr  aassssiissttaannccee..  

LLeeaaddeerrss  wwiitthhiinn  ffoollkk  IIssllaamm  iinn  mmaannyy  ccoouunnttrriieess  aarree  tthhee  WWaalliiss  ((==  pprrootteeccttoorr,,  ffrriieenndd,,  bbeenneeffaaccttoorr))..  

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ((tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ddooeess  nnoott  pprroommoottee  tthhiiss))  tthheerree  aarree  aallwwaayyss  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  WWaalliiss  

ooppeerraattiinngg  oonn  eeaarrtthh..  OOtthheerrss  rreeppllaaccee  tthhoossee  tthhaatt  ddiiee..  OOnnee  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ddiisscclloosseess  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerr  ttoo  bbee        

44,,000000..  
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WWaalliiss  mmaayy  bbee  ssoommeewwhhaatt  lliikkeenneedd  ttoo  ''ssaaiinnttss''..  TThheeyy  ccllaaiimm  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ttoo  bbiinndd  aanndd  ttoo  

lloooosseenn,,  ttoo  hheeaall,,  ssppeeaakk  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  llaanngguuaaggeess,,  rreeaadd  tthhoouugghhttss,,  pprraaccttiiccee  tteelleeppaatthhyy  aanndd  tteelleekkiinneessiiss  

((==  ppssyycchhiicc  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  ooff  cceerrttaaiinn  oobbjjeeccttss)),,  mmaakkee  rraaiinn  aanndd  hhaavvee  ppssyycchhiicc  ppoowweerrss..  AAnnyyoonnee  

eevveenn  ffaaiinnttllyy  aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  wwiitthh  ddeemmoonnoollooggyy,,  wwiillll  aatt  oonnccee  rreeaalliizzee  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  tthheerreeooff::  SSaattaann  aanndd  

hhiiss  ddeemmoonnss..  

TThhee  aauutthhoorr  ((GG..NN..))  hhaass  aatt  vvaarriioouuss  ooccccaassiioonnss  mmeett  MMuusslliimmss,,  wwhhoo  wweerree  aafffflliicctteedd  bbyy  ddeemmoonnss  aanndd  

wwhhoo  iinnvvaarriiaabbllyy  wweerree  aawwaarree  ooff  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  tthheerreeooff..  MMoosstt  MMuusslliimmss  sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee  ssttrroonnggllyy  

iinnttiimmiiddaatteedd  aanndd  ffeeaarrffuull  ooff  ssuucchh  ppoowweerrss  aanndd  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  mmaayy  ddoo..  

IItt  iiss  iinnddeeeedd  ggoooodd  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhaatt,,  aass  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  wwee  sseerrvvee  tthhee  KKiinngg  ooff  kkiinnggss  aanndd  LLoorrdd  ooff  lloorrddss  

aanndd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddeelleeggaatteedd  aauutthhoorriittyy  oovveerr  aallll  tthheessee  ppoowweerrss..  ((LLuukkee  1100::1199!!))  

FFrroomm  IIssllaammiicc  ssoouurrccee  mmaatteerriiaall  wwee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  ""MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssaannccttiioonneedd  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ssppeellllss  aanndd  

iinnccaannttaattiioonnss  aass  lloonngg  aass  tthhee  wwoorrddss  uusseedd  wweerree  oonnllyy  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  AAllllaahh,,  oorr  ooff  tthhee  ggoooodd  

aannggeellss,,  aanndd  ooff  tthhee  ggoooodd  ggeenniiii  ((ssppiirriittss))""..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aa  HHaaddiitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssaaiidd::    ""TThheerree  iiss  

nnootthhiinngg  wwrroonngg  wwiitthh  uussiinngg  ssppeellllss  ssoo  lloonngg  aass  yyoouu  aassssoocciiaattee  nnootthhiinngg  wwiitthh  AAllllaahh""  ((DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  

IIssllaamm,,  qquuoottiinngg  MMiisshhkkaatt  XXXXII,,  cc..ii..))..  SSiinnccee  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  aann  ooccccuulltt  

bbaacckkggrroouunndd,,  wwee  nneeeedd  nnoott  wwoonnddeerr,,  hhooww  iitt  ggoott  aa  ffooootthhoolldd  iinn  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  aallssoo  

qquuootteess  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbooookk  ''JJaawwaahhiirruu''ll--KKhhaammssaahh''  bbyy  SShhaaiikkhh  AAbbuu''ll--MMuuwwaayyyyiidd  ooff  GGuujjeerraatt,,  IInnddiiaa:: 

 In order to explain this occult science, we shall consider it under the following 

divisions: 

 1. The qualifications necessary for the 'amil, or the person who practices it. 

 2. The tables required by the teacher and their uses. (These include Zodiac 

etc.) 

3. The methods employed for commanding the presence of the genii  

      (= spirits). 

 When anyone enters upon the study of the science, he must begin by paying the 

utmost attention to cleanliness. No dog, or cat, or any stranger, is allowed to 

enter his dwelling place, and he must purify his house by burning wood-aloes, 

pastilos, and other sweet-scented perfumes. He must take the utmost care that 

his body is in no way defiled, and he must bathe and perform the legal 

ablution constantly. A most important preparation for the exercise of the art is 

a forty-days fast (chilla), when he must sleep on a mat spread on the ground, 

sleep as little as possible, and not enter into general conversation. 

 Previous to reciting any of the names or attributes of God for the 

establishment of friendship or enmity on behalf of any person, it is necessary 

to ascertain the initials of his or her name in the Arabic alphabet, which letters 

are considered by exorcists to be connected with the twelve signs of the Zodiac, 

the seven planets, and the four elements. 

 The exorcist must first ascertain if the elements, the signs of the Zodiac, and 

the planets are amiably or inimitably disposed to each other in the cases of 

these two individuals, and also if there is a combination expressed in the ism 

or name of God connected with their initial letters. 

 If the exorcist wishes to command the presence of genii on behalf of a certain 

person, it is generally supposed to be effected in the following manner. He 

must, first of all, shut himself up in a room and fast for forty days. He should 

besmear the chamber with red ochre, and, having purified himself, should sit 
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on a small carpet, and proceed to call the genius or demon. He must, however, 

first find out what special genii are required to effect his purpose. 

 The exorcist should then, in order to call in the help of the genii, recite the 

following formula, not fewer then 24,800 times: 

 Ya Danushu! for the sake of the Eternal One! 

 Ya Hushu! for the sake of the Guide! 

 Ya Rabushu! for the sake of the Lord! 

 Ya Qayupushu! for the sake of Allah! 

 Ya Majbushu! for the sake of the King!  

 The exorcist will perform this recital with his face turned towards the house of 

the object he wishes to affect, and burn the perfumes indicated according to 

the table for the letters of Bahram's name. 

 

          AAllll  tthhiiss  iiss  bbllaattaanntt  wwiittcchhccrraafftt  --  aanndd  iiss  ddoonnee  iinn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  AAllllaahh!! 

WWee  ccaann  eeaassiillyy  sseeee  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  hhaass  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  tthhee  uunniiffoorrmmiittyy  iitt  ttrriieess  ttoo  pprrooppaaggaattee..  IItt  mmaayy  wweellll  bbee  

tthhaatt  mmaannyy  oorrtthhooddooxx  MMuusslliimmss  wwiillll  ttoottaallllyy  ddiissttaannccee  tthheemmsseellvveess  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  pprraaccttiicceess  aanndd  ddeeccllaarree  iitt  

uunniissllaammiicc..  WWee  aarree  wweellll  aaddvviisseedd  nnoott  ttoo  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  aallll  MMuusslliimmss  aarree  aalliikkee..  IIssllaamm  hhaass  mmaannyy  ffoorrmmss  

        

WWee  rreemmeemmbbeerr::  

  VVeerryy  ssoooonn  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  IIssllaamm  bbeeggaann  ttoo  sspplliitt  iinnttoo  iinntteerreesstt  ggrroouuppss  aanndd  sseeccttss  

  IIssllaamm  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  bbyy  tthhee  sswwoorrdd  
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                                     44..  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKSS  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

WWee  aallll  kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhee  ‘‘HHoollyy  BBooookk’’  ooff  IIssllaamm  iiss  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  LLeesssseerr  kknnoowwnn  iiss  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  

TTrraaddiittiioonnss  aabboouutt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  AAHHaaddiitthh,,  iinn  rreeaall  tteerrmmss  ppllaayy  aa  mmoorree  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rroollee  iinn  

tthhee  ddaaiillyy  lliiffee  ooff  aa  MMuusslliimm  tthhaann  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  WWee  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  bbootthh..  

  

TTHHEE  QQUURR''AANN  

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  

TThhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  ""TThhee  BBooookk""  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  bbeelliieevveerrss..  IItt  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxiisstteenntt  iinn  tthhee  

hhiigghheesstt  ((77tthh))  hheeaavveenn,,  bbuutt  wwaass  ffrroomm  ttiimmee  ttoo  ttiimmee  bbrroouugghhtt  ddoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  hheeaavveenn  ffrroomm  wwhheerree  tthhee  

AAnnggeell  GGaabbrriieell  ttooookk  iitt  ppiieeccee  bbyy  ppiieeccee  ttoo  rreevveeaall  iitt  oonn  eeaarrtthh,,  ffiirrsstt  ttoo  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  pprroopphheettss  aanndd  tthheenn  ttoo  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  tthhee  ""iilllliitteerraattee""  pprroopphheett  ((sseeee  pp..1155))..  HHee  rreecciitteedd  iitt  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  sshhaarreedd  iitt  wwiitthh  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  

aarroouunndd  hhiimm..  MMaannyy  ooff  hhiiss  ccoommppaanniioonnss  ccoouulldd  qquuoottee  llaarrggee  ppaassssaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ffrroomm  mmeemmoorryy..  TThheerree  

iiss  aanndd  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  hheeaatteedd  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  ddeebbaattee  oonn  wwhheetthheerr  tthhee  hheeaavveennllyy  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  ccrreeaatteedd,,  oorr  iiss  eetteerrnnaall  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  ttookkeenn  uunnccrreeaatteedd..  YYeett  ttooddaayy  tthheerree  iiss  aallmmoosstt  uunnaanniimmoouuss  ccoonnsseenntt  

aabboouutt  iittss  eetteerrnnaall  oorriiggiinn..    

TTHHEE  MMEEAANNIINNGG  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  ’’QQUURR’’AANN’’  

TThhee  wwoorrdd  ‘‘QQuurr''aann’’  iiss  ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ‘‘kkaarraa''aa’’,,  mmeeaanniinngg  ttoo  ''rreecciittee''  oorr  ''rreeaadd''..  TThhee  wwhhoollee  QQuurr''aann  

iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  bbyy  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm  aass  bbeeiinngg  ""nnaazziill’’  ((ii..ee..  sseenntt  ddoowwnn))  aanndd  ggiivveenn  bbyy  ‘‘wwaahhyy’’  ((ii..ee..  

iinnssppiirraattiioonn))..  

CCHHAAPPTTEERR  DDIIVVIISSIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN    

The Qur'an was divided into 114 Surahs (chapters), which were given over a period of twenty three 

years. A verse is called "aya", meaning 'sign'. The numbering of verses is not uniform in the various 

versions of the Qur’an (particularly in Surah 5). We use the numbering used by Yusuf Ali. In 

addition the Qur'an is subdivided into 30 parts, each of these is meant to be read on one day during 

the fasting month Ramadaan. Unfortunately, the Surahs have not been collated in chronological 

order. Apart from Surah 1, which is in the form of a prayer and enjoys particular popularity, they are 

roughly ordered according to length, the second Surah being the longest, the 114th the shortest. A 

chronological reconstruction can essentially only be a coarse attempt, since the longer Surahs have 

been pieced together, possibly over years.  ((FFiinndd  aa  lliisstt  ooff  aallll  SSuurraahhss  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  nnaammeess  iinn  tthhee  aappppeennddiixx))  

 

AA  CCHHRROONNOOLLOOGGIICCAALL  LLIISSTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSUURRAAHHSS    

WWee  aallrreeaaddyy  lleeaarrnneedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  wwaass  ggiivveenn  oovveerr  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  2233  yyeeaarrss,,  ppaarrtt  ooff  iitt  iinn  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  tthhee  

ootthheerr  ppaarrtt  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa..  HHeerree  iiss  tthhee  lliisstt  pprroodduucceedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprroobbaabbllyy  mmoosstt  eemmiinneenntt  sscchhoollaarr  iinn  tthhiiss  ffiieelldd  

((TThheeooddoorr  NNööllddeekkee))..  

SSuurraahhss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppeerriioodd  iinn  MMeeccccaa    ::  

9966,,  7744,,  111111,,  110066,,  110088,,  110044,,  110077,,  110022,,  110055,,  9922,,  9900,,  9944,,  9933,,  9977,,  8866,,  9911,,  8800,,  6688,,  8877,,  9955,,  110033,,  8855,,  7733,,  110011,,  

9999,,  8822,,  8811,,  5533,,  8844,,  110000,,  7799,,  7777,,  7788,,  8888,,  8899,,  7755,,  8833,,  6699,,  5511,,  5522,,  5566,,  7700,,  5555,,  111122,,  110099,,  111133,,  111144,,  11  

SSuurraahhss  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ppeerriioodd  iinn  MMeeccccaa::  

5544,,  3377,,  7711,,  7766,,  4444,,  5500,,  2200,,  2266,,  1155,,  1199,,  3388,,  3366,,  4433,,  7722,,  6677,,  2233,,  2211,,  2255,,  1177  ,,2277,,  1188  
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SSuurraahhss  ffrroomm  tthhee  llaatttteerr  ppeerriioodd  iinn  MMeeccccaa::  

3322,,  4411,,  4455,,  1166,,  3300,,  1111,,  1144,,  1122,,  4400,,  2288,,  3399,,  2299,,  3311,,  4422,,  1100,,  3344,,  3355,,  77,,  4466,,  66,,  1133  

SSuurraahh  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMeeddiinnaa  ppeerriioodd::  

22,,  9988,,  6644,,  6622,,  88,,  4477,,  33,,  6611,,  5577,,  44,,  6655,,  5599,,  3333,,  6633,,  2244,,  5588,,  2222,,  4488,,  6666,,  6600,,  111100,,  4499,,  99,,  55  

OOtthheerr  sscchhoollaarrss  hhaavvee  pprroodduucceedd  ssiimmiillaarr  lliissttss,,  wwiitthh  sslliigghhttllyy  vvaarryyiinngg  rreessuullttss,,  ee..gg..  JJaallaalluu''dd--ddiinn  SSuuyyaattii,,  

JJ..MM..  RRooddwweellll  aanndd  SSiirr  WW..  MMuuiirr..  

  

IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  CCRRIITTEERRIIAA  CCOONNCCEERRNNIINNGG  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN      

RReeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt  

AAlltthhoouugghh  wwee  mmuusstt  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  nneevveerr  rreeaadd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  oorr  eevveenn  ppaarrttss  tthheerreeooff,,  wwee  ffiinndd  iinn  

tthhee  QQuurr''aann  mmaannyy  aanndd  eexxtteennssiivvee  rreefflleeccttiioonnss  oonn  bbiibblliiccaall  ssttoorriieess..  TThheessee,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ddiiffffeerr  wwiiddeellyy,,  nnoott  

oonnllyy  iinn  ffoorrmm  bbuutt  aallssoo  iinn  ccoonntteenntt,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  tteexxtt..  MMaannyy  ooff  tthhee  OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt  ssttoorriieess  iinn  tthhee  

QQuurr’’aann  ccaann  bbee  ttrraacceedd  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  TTaallmmuudd,,  wwhhiicchh  oofftteenn  aaddddss  ffaanncciiffuull  ddeevviiaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ssoobbeerr  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  AAlltthhoouugghh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  rreefflleeccttss  oonn  mmaannyy  hhiissttoorriiccaall  aaccccoouunnttss,,  ssuucchh  aass  tthhee  

lliivveess  ooff  NNooaahh,,  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  IIssaaaacc,,  JJaaccoobb,,  JJoosseepphh,,  MMoosseess  aanndd  ootthheerrss,,  wwee  ffiinndd  tthheessee  vviirrttuuaallllyy  vvooiidd  ooff  tthhee  

bbiibblliiccaall  ssppiirriittuuaall  mmeessssaaggee..  

RReeggaarrddiinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  aauutthhoorriittyy  

OOnn  nnuummeerroouuss  ooccccaassiioonnss  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  iinntteerrrruupptteedd  wwiitthh  pprroommiisseess  ooff  bblliissss  ffoorr  tthhoossee  

wwhhoo  oobbeeyy  AAllllaahh  aanndd  hhiiss  MMeesssseennggeerr,,  aanndd  ffeeaarrffuull  ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  ""ffeeaarr  AAllllaahh  aanndd  

oobbeeyy  hhiiss  MMeesssseennggeerr""..  PPaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  ttaakkeenn  uupp  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeeffeennccee  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheetthhoooodd  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  hhiiss  ppoolleemmiiccss  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreejjeecctteedd  hhiimm  aass  aa  pprroopphheett..  WWee  ffiinndd  sseevveerraall  qquurr’’aanniicc  

ppaassssaaggeess,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  aarrgguummeennttss  ooff  tthhee  ''uunnbbeelliieevveerrss''  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  pprroopphheetthhoooodd  aarree  

qquuootteedd,,  ee..gg..  ""HHee  hhaass  ffoorrggeedd  iitt!!""  ((SSuurraahh  1100::3388))  oorr  ""IItt  iiss  aa  mmaann  tthhaatt  tteeaacchheess  hhiimm””  ((SSuurraahh  1166::110033))..  IInn  mmaannyy  

ppllaacceess  wwee  ffiinndd  iinntteerrwwoovveenn  ‘‘rreevveellaattiioonnss’’  tthhaatt  sseeccuurree  hhiiss  oowwnn  ppoossiittiioonn  aanndd  iinnfflluueennccee  aanndd  jjuussttiiffyy  hhiiss  

aaccttiioonnss..    

  

TTHHEE  EEFFFFEECCTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREECCIITTAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  IINN  AARRAABBIICC      

NNoonn--MMuusslliimmss  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  tthhee  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iinn  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  llaanngguuaaggee  hhaass  aa  

ddeeffiinniittee  eeffffeecctt  oonn  tthhee  mmiinndd  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  TThheeyy  ddoo  sseeeemm  ttoo  ggeett  aann  eemmoottiioonnaall  eellaattiioonn  ffrroomm  ssuucchh  

rreecciittaattiioonn,,  aalltthhoouugghh,,  iinn  tthhee  mmaajjoorriittyy  ooff  ccaasseess,,  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  ccoonntteenntt  ssiinnccee  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  

ssppeeaakk  AArraabbiicc..  

  

TTHHEE  LLIITTEERRAARRYY  QQUUAALLIITTYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN      

IIttss  lliitteerraarryy  qquuaalliittyy  wwaass  aanndd  iiss  aa  ccoonnssttaanntt  aarrgguummeenntt  bbyy  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  tthheeiirr  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  ‘‘pprroovvee’’  tthhee  ddiivviinnee  

oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  TThhaatt  iiss  wwhhyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  rreeppeeaatteeddllyy  cchhaalllleennggeedd  hhiiss  ccoonntteemmppoorraarriieess::  ""PPrreesseenntt  

ssoommee  ootthheerr  bbooookk  ooff  eeqquuaall  bbeeaauuttyy""    ((SSuurraahh  22::2233  aanndd  1177::8888))..    SSeevveerraall  sscchhoollaarrss  hhaavvee  vveerryy  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  

ddoonnee  tthhaatt,,  hhoowweevveerr  wwiitthh  nnoo  rreessppoonnssee  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd..  ((ee..gg..  ‘‘TThhee  TTrruuee  FFuurrqqaann’’,,  OOmmeeggaa  22000011,,  

PP..OO..  BBooxx  229933662277,,  SSaaccrraammeennttoo,,  CCAA  9955882299,,  UUSSAA))..  
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CCoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ppiieecceess  ooff  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  AArraabbiicc  lliitteerraattuurree,,  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  iiss  nnoott  nneecceessssaarriillyy  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  tthhee  bbeesstt,,  bbuutt  aatt  lleeaasstt  iinn  ppaarrtt  ttoouucchhiinngg  aanndd,,  iinn  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  oorriiggiinnaall,,  ooff  aa  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  lliitteerraarryy  

ssttyyllee..  HHoowweevveerr,,  pphhiilloollooggiissttss  cceerrttiiffyy  tthhaatt  iittss  ggrraammmmaarr  iiss  qquuiittee  iimmppeerrffeecctt  aanndd  tthhaatt  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ffoorreeiiggnn  

wwoorrddss,,  wwhhiicchh  ssuuggggeesstt  ffoorreeiiggnn  tthhoouugghhtt,,  wweerree  iinnttrroodduucceedd  ttoo  iitt..    

TThhee  ssttyyllee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  iiss  aannootthheerr  mmaatttteerr..  WWee  ffiinndd  nneeiitthheerr  aa  cchhrroonnoollooggiiccaall  sseeqquueennccee  nnoorr  aannyy  ttooppiiccaall  

oorrddeerr  iinn  iitt..  IItt  iiss  hhaarrddllyy  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  mmyytthhss  iinntteerrssppeerrsseedd  wwiitthh  wwaarrnniinnggss  aanndd  tthhrreeaattss..    

  

TTHHEE  AALLLLEEGGEEDD  SSUUPPEERRIIOORRIITTYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN      

AAnnootthheerr  aalllleeggeedd  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ‘‘ssuuppeerriioorriittyy’’  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  tthhee  oorrddeerr  iinn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  wwaass  rreevveeaalleedd  iinn  

rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ootthheerr  ‘‘HHoollyy  BBooookkss’’,,  ffoorr  iitt  iiss  sseeeenn  aass  tthhee  ffiinnaall  oonnee  iinn  aa  sseerriieess  ooff  rreevveellaattiioonnss..  MMuusslliimmss  

wwiillll  rreeaassoonn  tthhaatt  ooff  tthhee  ''rreevveeaalleedd  bbooookkss''  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  oonnee  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffuullllyy  pprreesseerrvveedd  aanndd  bbyy  

tthhaatt  tthhee  oonnllyy  rreelliiaabbllee  ''BBooookk''..  AAllll  tthhee  ‘‘ffoorrmmeerr  BBooookkss’’  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccoorrrruupptteedd..  TThhee  

QQuurr''aann  mmeennttiioonnss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  SSccrriippttuurreess::  

11..  TTaauurraatt    ((TToorraahh))  

22..  ZZaabbuurr  ((PPssaallmmss))  

33..  ‘‘TThhaatt  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ((aallll))  pprroopphheettss  bbyy  tthheeiirr  LLoorrdd’’  ((SSuurraahh  22::113366))  ((wwee  aassssuummee  tthhiiss  ttoo  mmeeaann      

tthhee  OO..TT..))  

        44..    IInnjjiill  ((tthhee  GGoossppeell  ==  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt)),,  aanndd  llaasstt  aanndd  ffiinnaallllyy  

        55..    QQuurr''aann  

TThhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  nnaammeedd  tthhee  ‘‘MMootthheerr  ooff  BBooookkss’’  ((SSuurraahh  4433::33))  aanndd  iitt  iiss  ccaalllleedd  gglloorriioouuss,,  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  iiss  

pprreesseerrvveedd  oonn  aann  eetteerrnnaall  ttaabblleett  iinn  hheeaavveenn  ((SSuurraahh  8855::2222))..  

  

MMUUSSLLIIMMSS  DDOO  NNOOTT  RREEAADDIILLYY  AACCCCEEPPTT  AA  CCRRIITTIIQQUUEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN      

Muslims may accept a critique of their behaviour, their teachers, even their religious practices, 

traditions, and many other things. But they will absolutely not tolerate any form of critique of the 

Qur'an and their Prophet, whether by historians, scientists, orientalists or theologians. The 

Muslim believes the Qur'an to be the absolute identical copy of the eternal heavenly book, even 

so far as the punctuation, titles and divisions are concerned.    

RReeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  SSccrriippttuurree  MMuusslliimmss  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  uupp  aa  vveerryy  iimmpprrooppeerr  ppoossiittiioonn::  WWhhiillee  

ttoottaallllyy  rreeffuussiinngg  ttoo  rreeccooggnniissee  tthhee  nneeeedd  ttoo  ssuubbjjeecctt  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  tthhee  aaHHaaddiitthh  ttoo  sscchhoollaarrllyy  ssccrruuttiinnyy  aanndd  

eevvaalluuaattiioonn,,  tthheeyy  qquuoottee  WWeesstteerrnn  ccrriittiiccss  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ttoo  ddeeccllaarree  oouurr  SSccrriippttuurree  ttoo  bbee  ccoorrrruupptt..  
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    AN INTRODUCTION TO THE QUR’AN PROVIDED IN THE MISHKAT1 

The Qur'an was arranged into chapters by the Prophet himself. It contains 114 

chapters, each chapter containing some sections called Ruku and each Ruku 

containing some verses. There are 30 parts, 114 chapters, 6616 verses, 77943 

words and 338606 letters in the Holy Book. 86 chapters were revealed at 

Mecca, while 28 chapters covering nearly one third of the Book were revealed 

at Medina. The Meccan chapters are generally short and the Medinan long. 

For convenience of reading, the Qur'an has been divided in to 30 equal parts 

with seven manzils for reading the whole Qur'an in at least seven days.   
Mishkat chapter XXXVII, vs. 2232 

The Qur'an was revealed not at a time but piecemeal in the course of the 

Prophet's apostolic career covering over twenty three years, thirteen years at 

Mecca and ten years at Medina. The first verse (97Q)[ should be Surah 96] 

was revealed in the Cave Hira at Mecca in Lailatul Kadr (Blessed Night) 

which is one of the last ten nights of Ramzan, and in the pure dialect of the 

Quraish which is chaste written Arabic.   Mishkatul’masabih
 

 

TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  ––  AA  RREEVVEELLAATTIIOONN  --  BBYY  WWHHOOMM??    

BBeeffoorree  wwee  llooookk  aatt  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  mmaatteerriiaall  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  wwee  wwiillll  hhaavvee  ttoo  sseerriioouussllyy  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  ooppttiioonnss::  

  

    11..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  aa  pprroopphheett  iinn  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  ssuucccceessssiioonn..  ((IInn  tthhaatt  ccaassee  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  wwoouulldd        

nnoott  ccoonnttrraaddiicctt  tthhee  BBiibbllee))  

    22..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  hhaalllluucciinnaattiioonnss  ((iilllluussiioonnss))  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  ppssyycchhiicc  oorr  ooccccuulltt  

iinnfflluueenncceess..      

    33..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  aa  lliiaarr  ((wwhhiicchh  wwee  mmuusstt  rruullee  oouutt,,  aass  wwee  hhaavvee  ccoonnvviinncciinngg  eevviiddeennccee  tthhaatt  hhee  

hhaadd  rreevveellaattiioonnss))..  

    44..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  rreevveellaattiioonnss,,  bbuutt  nnoott  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  ssoouurrccee  aass  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  ii..ee..  nnoott  ffrroomm  

YYaahhwweehh  EElloohhiimm..  

  

WWee  mmaayy  ssaaffeellyy  eexxcclluuddee  ppoossssiibbiilliittiieess  11  aanndd  33..  SSoo  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  ootthheerr  ttwwoo..  

TThheerree  aarree  rreeppoorrttss,,  wwhhiicchh  ssttrroonnggllyy  ssuuggggeesstt  aann  ooccccuulltt  bbaacckkggrroouunndd:: 

Al-Harith ibn Hisham asked the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him 

and grant him peace, "How does the revelation come to you?" and the 

Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 

"Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of a bell, and that is the hardest 

for me, and when it leaves me I remember what it has said. And sometimes 

the angel appears to me in the likeness of a man and talks to me and I 

remember what he says.  al-Muwatta Hadith 15.7 
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A'isha added, "I saw it coming down on him on an intensely cold day, and 

when it had left him his forehead was dripping with sweat.                                          
al-Muwatta Hadith 15.7 

 

 Obadah-b-Swamet reported that when a revelation came unto the prophet, he 

used to become greatly perturbed and his face became changed.                               
Mishkat IV, p. 359 

 Muslim [a tradition collector] relates the following Tradition: 'Whenever 

Inspiration was sent down upon him, the Prophet grew troubled  thereat, and 

his countenance changed'. 

 Ibn Ishaq says that, before the Revelation first began to descend upon him, 

Muhammad's friends feared that he was suffering from the evil eyes: and 

that, when it came upon him, almost the same illness attacked him again. What 

this particular malady was we can perhaps infer from the statements of the 

Traditionalists. Ali Halabi, in his Turkish work entitled 'Insanu'l Uyun', 

informs us that many people declared that Aminah, Muhammad's mother, 

used a spell in order to recover him from the influence of the evil eye. On the 

authority of Amr ibn Sharhabil it is stated that Muhammad said to Khadijah, 

'When I was lone I heard a cry: O Muhammad, O Muhammad'. In tradition it 

is stated that he said, 'I fear lest I should become a magician, lest one should 

proclaim me a follower of the Jinn'; and again: 'I fear lest there should be 

madness' (or demonic possession) in me'. After an accession of shivering 

and shutting his eyes, there used to come over him what resembled a swoon, 

his face [mouth?] would foam, and he would roar like a young camel. Abu 

Hurairah says: 'As for the Apostle of God, when inspiration descended on him, 

no one could raise his glance to him until the inspiration came to an end'. In 

Tradition it is stated that 'He was troubled thereat, and his face foamed, and 

he closed his eyes, and perchance roared like the roaring of the young 

camel'. Umar ibnu'l Khattab says: 'When inspiration descended on the 

Apostle of God, there used to be heard near his face as it were the buzzing of 

bees'. 

 Somewhat similarly we read in the Turkish work, Mira'at i Kainat: 'When 

inspiration came with a message of threatening and warning, it descended 

with a terrible sound like that of a bell ... On the authority of Abu Hurairah, 

too, it is related that, when inspiration descended on the Apostle, they used to 

bathe his sacred head with henna, because of the headache that used to 

come on'. 

 In the Turkish Insanu'l Uyun of 'Alt Halabi we read: Zaid ibn Thabit relates: 

'When inspiration descended on the Prophet, he became very heavy. Once his 

leg fell upon mine, and, by God, there is no such heavy leg as was that of the 

Apostle of God'. Sometimes a revelation would come to him when he was on 

his camel. Then it shuddered as if it would collapse, and it usually knelt down 

... As often as the Prophet received inspiration, it seemed as if his soul were 

being taken from him, for he had always a kind of swoon and looked like one 

intoxicated. (Freely quoted from the Mizanu'l Haqq by C.G. Pfander D.D., pp. 345-356) 

This is confirmed elsewhere. Someone had asked Muhammad a question about the Umra 

(minor pilgrimage): 
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A man came to the Prophet (peace be upon him)  ...  He said: Apostle of 

Allah, what do you command me to do while performing my Umrah. In the 

meantime, Allah, the Exalted, sent a revelation to the Prophet (peace be 

upon him).  When he (the Prophet) came to himself gradually, he asked: 

Where is the man who asking about umrah? (When the man came) he (the 

Prophet) said: Wash the perfume which is on you, ... take off the tunic, then 

do in your umrah as you do in your hajj. 
 Sunan Abu Dawood, Hadith 1815 

 

It is clear that Muhammad at that time was in a trance. This is precisely the condition in 

which religious performances in Animistic, Hindu and Buddhist traditions are done. Before 

his first revelation, Muhammad already suffered under eerie, occult experiences. It says 

that 

 …he saw prophetic dreams and heard unseen voices and calls. Before he 

received the first revelation, he took himself in complete seclusion to the 

Mount of Light and there applied himself in ardent divine service which 

consisted only of deep meditation. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 354 – Commentary 

 

WWhhaatt  aappppeeaarrss  iinnddeeeedd  vveerryy  ssttrraannggee  ttoo  uuss  iiss  tthhee  mmooddee  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  ooff  rreevveellaattiioonn  wwaass  

ddeetteerrmmiinneedd:: 

 Ismail b.Abu Hakim, a freedman of the family of al-Zubayr, told me on 

Khadija's authority that she said to the apostle of god, 'O son of my uncle, are 

you able to tell me about your visitant, when he comes to you?' He replied that 

he could, and she asked him to tell her when he came. So when Gabriel came 

to him;, as he was wont, the apostle said to Khadija, 'This is Gabriel who has 

just come to me'. 'Get up, O son of my uncle', she said, 'and sit by me left 

thigh'. The apostle did so, and she said, 'Can you see him?' 'Yes', he said. She 

said, 'Then run round and sit on my right thigh'. He did so , and she said, 'Can 

you see him?' when he said that he could she asked him to move and sit in her 

lap. When he had done this she again asked if he could see him, and when he 

said yes, she disclosed her form and cast aside her veil while the apostle was 

sitting in her lap. Then she said, 'Can you see him?' And he replied, 'No'. She 

said, 'O son of my uncle, rejoice and be of good heart, by God he is an angel 

and not a satan'. 

 I told Abdullah b.Hasan this story and he said, 'I heard my mother Fatima, 

daughter of Husayn, talking about this tradition from Khadija, but as I heard it 

she made the apostle of God come inside her shift.  (loose piece of clothing or 

underwear)  

 

EEqquuaallllyy  ssttrraannggee  ttoo  uuss  iiss  tthhee  ttrriivviiaalliittyy  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  rreevveellaattiioonnss:: 

 Aisha reported that Sauda (Allah be pleased with her) went out (in the fields) 

in order to answer the call of nature even after the time when veil has been 

prescribed for women. She had been a bulky lady, significant in height 

amongst the women, and she could not conceal herself from him who had 

known her. Umar B.Khattab saw her and said: Sauda, by Allah, you cannot 

conceal from us. Therefore, be careful when you go out. She (Aisha) said: She 
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turned back. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) was at that time in 

my house having his evening meal and there was a bone in his hand. She 

(Sauda) came and said: Allah's Messenger, I went out and Umar said to me so 

and so. She (Aisha) reported: There came the revelation to him and then it was 

over; the bone was still in his hand and he had not thrown it and he said: 

'Permission has been granted to you that you may go out for your needs'. 
 Sahih Muslim, Vol. III, p. 1186 

 It is narrated byAisha that:  The Apostle of Allah (peace be upon him) was 

using the tooth-stick, when two men, one older than the other, were with him. 

A revelation came to him about the merit of using the tooth-stick. He was 

asked to show proper respect and give it to the elder of the two.                        
Sunan of Abu-Dawood, Hadith 50 

 

WWhheenn  wwee  llooookk  aatt  aallll  tthheessee  aaHHaaddiitthh,,  aa  ppiiccttuurree  bbeeggiinnss  ttoo  ffoorrmm..  AAnnyyoonnee  aaccqquuaaiinntteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ooccccuulltt  

hhaass  bbeeccoommee  aawwaarree  ooff  tthhee  pphheennoommeennaa  tthhaatt  oonnee  eexxppeeccttss  aatt  aa  ssééaannccee..  BBeessiiddeess  hhiiss  ooccccuulltt  eexxppeerriieenncceess  

iinn  cchhiillddhhoooodd,,  ddaayyddrreeaammss,,  tthhee  hheeaarriinngg  ooff  vvooiicceess  aanndd  ccaallllss,,  nniigghhttllyy  mmeeddiittaattiioonnss,,  eexxcceessssiivvee  

ppeerrssppiirraattiioonn  dduurriinngg  ttrraannccee  aanndd  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  eexxhhaauussttiioonn  aanndd  sswwoooonn--lliikkee  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  --  eevveenn  tthhee  

rriinnggiinngg  ooff  bbeellllss  --  aarree  nnoott  uunnccoommmmoonn..  TThhee  ccoonnddiittiioonn  tthhaatt  llooookkeedd  lliikkee  iinnttooxxiiccaattiioonn  iiss  eeqquuaallllyy  

rreevveeaalliinngg..  AAnnyyoonnee  bbeeiinngg  iinn  aa  ttrraannccee  hhaass  tthhaatt  llooookk..  ((OOnn  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ooccccaassiioonnss  oonnee  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  

[[GG..NN..]]  wwiittnneesssseedd  tthhiiss  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy))..  

AAnnootthheerr  tteelllliinngg  pphheennoommeennoonn  iiss  aa  rreeppoorrtteedd  ssuuiicciiddaall  iinncclliinnaattiioonn..  IItt  ooccccuurrrreedd  wwhheenn  tthheerree  wwaass  aa  

ssiilleennccee  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  rreevveellaattiioonnss.. 

 And revelation broke off. Bukhari added: ‘Until the Prophet felt grief about 

what has reached us, such a grief that he went out several mornings in that 

mood, so that he might destroy himself from the midst of the hills. Whenever he 

ascended on the submit of a hill in order to cast himself down therefrom. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 358, also al-Bukhari, Hadith 9.111 

 

With this occult background,  wwee  wwoonnddeerr  nnoo  mmoorree  aabboouutt  tthhee  aavveerrssiioonn  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  ttoo  

tthhee  CCrroossss:: 

 The Prophet was of a highly strung and nervous temperament. So afraid was 

he of darkness, that, on entering a room at night, he would not sit down till a 

lamp had been lighted for him; and Al-Wakidi adds that he had such a 

repugnance to the form of the cross that he broke everything brought into the 

house with the figure upon it. 
 ‘The Life of Mohammed’ by Sir William Muir, p. 200 

    

 The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: There is no prophet between me and 

him, that is, Jesus (peace be upon him). He will descent (to the earth). … He 

will fight the people for the cause of Islam. He will break the cross, kill swine, 

and abolish jizyah. Allah will perish all religions except Islam. He will 

destroy the Antichrist and will live on the earth for forty years and then he 

will die. The Muslims will pray over him.                                                                                         
Sunan of Abu-Dawood, Hadith 4310, also al-Bukhari, Hadith 3.425 and Sahih Muslim I, p. 92 
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TThhee  ffoooottnnoottee  228899  ((iinn  SSaahhiihh  MMuusslliimm))  eexxppllaaiinnss::    

CCrroossss  iiss  aa  ssyymmbbooll  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..  JJeessuuss  wwiillll  bbrreeaakk  tthhiiss  ssyymmbbooll  aafftteerr  tthhee  aaddvveenntt  

ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  IIssllaamm  iiss  tthhee  ddiinn  [[rreelliiggiioonn]]  ooff  AAllllaahh  aanndd  ssoo  nnoo  ootthheerr  rreelliiggiioonn  iiss  

aacccceeppttaabbllee  ttoo  HHiimm.. 

  

TTHHEE  CCOOLLLLAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN      

TThhee  MMiisshhkkaatt  ((aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  AAHHaaddiitthh))  tteellllss  uuss  iinn  aa  ccoommmmeennttaarryy:: 

 THE COLLECTION OF THE QUR'AN IN A BOOK. No complete written copy 

of the Qur'an existed at the time of the Holy Prophet. It was not also possible 

as it was revealed during a course of 23 years. So during his time, it was kept 

in tablets, on parchment, papers, leaves and skins. After the holy demise, it was 

for the first time that the question of its collection in a book form was raised by 

Huzrat Omar before the first Caliph Abu Bakr. At first, the aged Caliph was 

not willing to do what the Prophet had not done. Afterwards he thought the 

propriety of collection and undertook the onerous task. The copy thus prepared 

by Abu Bakr was with Omar's daughter Hafsah (Prophet's wife) after his 

death. The public had then no written copies. 
 Mishkat III, Commentary, p. 664 

   
 Zaid bin Thabit reported: Abu Bakr sent for me owing to the large number of 

casualties in the battle of Al-Yamama, while 'Umar was sitting with him. Abu 

Bakr said (to me), (Umar has come to me and said, 'A great number of Qaris 

(pl. of Qurra, people who had memorised the Qur’an) of the Holy Qur'an were 

killed on the day of the battle of Al-Yamama, and I am afraid that the 

casualties among the Qaris of the Quran may increase on other battlefields 

whereby a large part of the Quran may be lost. Therefore I consider it 

advisable that you (Abu Bakr) should have the Qur'an collected.' I said, 'How 

dare I do something which Allah's Apostle did not do?' 'Umar said, By Allah, it 

is something beneficial.' 'Umar kept on pressing me for that till Allah opened 

my chest for that for which He had opened the chest of 'Umar and I had in that 

matter, the same opinion as 'Umar had." Abu Bakr then said to me (Zaid), 

"You are a wise young man and we do not have any suspicion about you, and 

you used to write the Divine Inspiration for Allah's Apostle. So you should 

search for the fragmentary scripts of the Quran and collect it (in one Book)." 

Zaid further said: By Allah, if Abu Bakr had ordered me to shift a mountain 

among the mountains from one place to another it would not have been 

heavier for me than this ordering me to collect the Qur'an. Then I said (to 

'Umar and Abu Bakr), "How can you do something which Allah's Apostle did 

not do?" Abu Bakr said, "By Allah, it is something beneficial." Zaid added: So 

he (Abu Bakr) kept on pressing me for that until Allah opened my chest for that 

for which He had opened the chests of Abu Bakr and 'Umar, and I had in that 

matter, the same opinion as theirs.  

 So I started compiling the Qur'an by collecting it from the leafless stalks of the 

date-palm tree and from the pieces of leather and hides and from the stones, 

and from the chests of men (who had memorized the Quran). I found the last 

verses of Sirat-at-Tauba: )Verily there has come unto you an Apostle 

(Muhammad) from amongst yourselves..." (9.128-129) from Khuzaima or Abi 

Khuzaima and I added to it the rest of the Sura. The manuscripts of the Qur'an 
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remained with Abu Bakr till Allah took him unto Him. Then it remained with 

'Umar till Allah took him unto Him, and then with Hafsa bint 'Umar. 
 Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 9.301, see also 6.201 

 

                IItt  iiss  vveerryy  ddoouubbttffuull  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  CCooddeexx,,  kkeepptt  bbyy  HHaaffssaa,,  eevveerr  ppllaayyeedd  aa  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  lliivveess  ooff  tthhee            

MMuusslliimmss  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee..  OOtthheerr  ccooddiicceess  wweerree  mmoorree  wwiiddeellyy  uusseedd..  

TThhee  MMiisshhkkaatt  ccoonnttiinnuueess:: 

 So Osman, during his Caliphate, ordered Za'd-b-Saber, Abdullah-b-Zubair, 

Sa'd-b-alA's and Abdur Rahman to examine independent sources3 [of the 

Qur'an] and to test the veracity of Hafsah's copy. Thus they prepared some 

copies which he distributed throughout the then Muslim world. These copies 

were exactly similar [sic] to the copy of Hafsah and that text has thus been 

kept intact and it is now what it was 14 hundred years ago. 
 Mishkat III, p. 664 

AAss  wwee  sshhaallll  sseeee,,  tthhee  aabboovvee  rreeppoorrtt  iiss  nnoott  ccoorrrreecctt  --  oorr  iitt  iiss,,  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhee  lleeaasstt,,  aa  vveerryy  rroommaannttiicc  

iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  hhiissttoorriicc  ssiittuuaattiioonn..  

  

TTHHEE  RREEVVIISSIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  UUNNDDEERR  KKHHAALLIIFF  UUTTHHMMAANN      

AA  lliittttllee  llaatteerr,,  wwhheenn  ccoonntteennttiioonn  aarroossee  bbeettwweeeenn  bbeelliieevveerrss  ccaauusseedd  bbyy  ddiiffffeerriinngg  rreecciittaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  

QQuurr’’aann  ((iinn  tthhee  ssaallaatt  pprraayyeerr)),,  UUtthhmmaann  oorrddeerreedd  tthhee  tteexxtt  ttoo  bbee  eeddiitteedd  ""aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiaalleecctt  ooff  tthhee  

QQuurraaiisshh""..  TThhiiss  wwaass  ddoonnee  aanndd  iitt  iiss  nnooww  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  UUtthhmmaannii  tteexxtt..  IItt  rreemmaaiinneedd  tthhee  tteexxttuuss  rreecceeppttuuss  ttoo  

tthhiiss  ddaayy..  

AAll--BBuukkhhaarrii  ffiillllss  iinn  ssoommee  ddeettaaiill: 
 Anas bin Malik reported:  Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to Uthman at the time 

when the people of Sham and the people of Iraq were waging war to conquer 

Arminya and Adharbijan. Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the people of Sham 

and Iraq) differences in the recitation of the Qur'an, so he said to 'Uthman, "O 

chief of the Believers! Save this nation before they differ about the Book 

(Qur'an) as Jews and the Christians did before." So 'Uthman sent a message to 

Hafsa saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the Qur'an so that we may compile 

the Qur'anic materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you." 

Hafsa sent it to 'Uthman. 'Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, 'Abdullah bin 

AzZubair, Said bin Al-As and 'Abdur-Rahman bin Harith bin Hisham to 

rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies. 'Uthman said to the three Quraishi 

men, "In case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Qur'an, 

then write it in the dialect of Quraish, the Qur'an was revealed in their 

tongue." They did so, and when they had written many copies, 'Uthman 

returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. 'Uthman sent to every Muslim 

province one copy of what they had copied, and ordered that all the other 

Qur'anic materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole 

copies, be burnt. Said bin Thabit added, "A Verse from Surat Ahzab was 

missed by me when we copied the Qur'an and I used to hear Allah's Apostle 

reciting it. So we searched for it and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-

                                                 
3 Ibn Abi Dawud, p. 24 and his attempt to explain it on p. 25. See also Ibn Asakir, V, 445. 
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Ansari. (That Verse was): 'Among the Believers are men who have been true in 

their covenant with Allah.'  (33.23). 
 Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 6.510 

UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  iiss  nnoott  eexxpplliicciitt  eennoouugghh  ttoo  mmeennttiioonn  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vvaarriiaanntt  rreeaaddiinnggss  iinn  

ootthheerr  ccooppiieess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  eexxiisstteenntt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  rreevviissiioonn  uunnddeerr  UUtthhmmaann..  FFoorrttuunnaatteellllyy,,  mmuucchh  ooff  tthhaatt  

ddaattaaiill  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreeccoorrddeedd  bbyy  iibbnn  AAbbii--DDaawwuudd  DDaawwuudd (824-897 AD)  iinn  hhiiss  ‘‘KKiittaabb  aall--MMaassaahhiiff ’’  

((‘‘BBooookk  ooff  DDooccuummeennttss’’))..  IItt  iiss  nnoott  aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  EEnngglliisshh,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ccoonntteenntt  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ooff  tthhee  

bbooookk  ‘‘MMaatteerriiaallss  ffoorr  tthhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  TTeexxtt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann’’  bbyy  AArrtthhuurr  JJeeffffrreeyy..  IItt  lliissttss  oonn  oovveerr  335500  

ppaaggeess  tthhee  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  ddiiffffeerreenntt  rreeaaddiinnggss  ooff  qquurr''aanniicc  mmaannuussccrriippttss  bbeeffoorree  iittss  eeddiitt..  TThheessee  

ddeevviiaattiioonnss  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eexxttrraacctteedd  aanndd  ccoommppiilleedd  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  pprreesseerrvveedd  bbyy  iibbnn  AAbbii  DDaawwuudd..  WWhheenn  

UUtthhmmaann  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  tthhee  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  rriivvaall  tteexxttss,,  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  iinn  HHaassffaa’’ss  ccaarree,,  wwaass  

ssaavveedd  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee,,  bbuutt  ddiidd  nnoott  eessccaappee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  aa  lliittttllee  llaatteerr.. 

 That the material in the Codex of Hafsa was considerably different from that in 

the Uthmanic text is evident from the anxiety of Marwan to destroy it. The 

story tells of how when Marwan was Governor of Medina he sent to Hafsa 

demanding her Codex that he might destroy it, but she refused to give it up. 

When she died Marwan assisted at her funeral and at its conclusion sent and 

with much insistence demanded the Codex from Abdallah b.Umar, Hafsa's 

brother. Abdallah finally sent it to him and he had it destroyed, fearing, he 

said, that if it got abroad the variety of readings that Uthman desired to 

suppress would recommence. 
 ‘Materials for the History of Text of the Qur'an’ by A.Jeffrey 

NOTE: It is often reasoned by Muslims that the differences had to do with different ‘readings’, 

or better reciting. They had nothing to do with different meanings, but rather different ‘dialects’. 

The prescribed form was the recitation in the dialect of the Quraish, the tribe of Muhammad, 

and that had not been observed.  

Of course, we are aware of different dialects. Classic Arabic is quite differently pronounced by 

people of Morocco, Egypt or Syria. But the written language is alike. The same applies to 

English. The Americans speak noticeably different than Australians, English, Scottish or Irish. 

But with now few exceptions they write the same. 

In the case of the revision of the Qur’an, it were the different written texts that were 

scrutinized, revised and then destroyed – not the dialects. 

MMUUSSLLIIMMSS  CCLLAAIIMM::  ‘‘TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  HHAASS  NNEEVVEERR  BBEEEENN  CCHHAANNGGEEDD!!’’    

  TThhiiss  iiss  ccoonnttrraaddiicctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  uunnddeenniiaabbllee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  wwee  hhaavvee  ddeettaaiilleedd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  

          1155  MMaajjoorr  CCooddiicceess  aanndd  

          1133  MMiinnoorr  CCooddiicceess  

tthhaatt  ddiiffffeerr  ssoommeewwhhaatt  iinn  lleennggtthh  aanndd  ccoonntteenntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  tteexxtt  ooff  tthhee  UUtthhmmaannii  vveerrssiioonn..  ((‘‘MMaatteerriiaallss                                                

ooff    tthhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  TTeexxtt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann’’  bbyy  AA..JJeeffffrreeyy))  

TThhee  mmoosstt  pprroommiinneenntt  ffoouurr  ooff  tthheessee  aarree::  

      TThhee  CCooddeexx  ooff  ZZaaiidd  iibbnn  TThhaabbiitt  ((MMeeddiinnaa))  

      TThhee  CCooddeexx  ooff  AAbbdduullllaahh  iibbnn  MMaassuudd  ((KKuuffaa))  
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      TThhee  CCooddeexx  ooff  UUbbaaii  iibbnn  KKaa''bb  ((SSyyrriiaa))  

      TThhee  CCooddeexx  ooff  AAbbuu  MMuussaa  ((BBaassrraa))  

  

IInn  iibbnn  AAbbii--DDaawwuudd’’ss  ‘‘KKiittaabb  aall--MMaassaahhiiff’’  wwee  rreeaadd:: 

Ibn Mas'ud is reported to have said: 'The Prophet taught me to recite seventy 

Surahs which I had mastered before Zaid had even become a Muslim'. Or 

again: 'Am I to be debarred from copying the mushafs4 and the job given to a 

man who was an infidel in his father's reins when I first became a Muslim?' 

Abdullah is supposed to have enjoined his followers: 'Lay up your Qur'an! 

How can you order me to recite the readings of Zaid, when I recited from the 

very mouth of the Prophet some seventy Surahs? 'Am I', asks Abdullah, 'to 

abandon what I acquired from the very lips of the Prophet?' 
 "Masahif" by Ibn abi Dawood, pp. 12,14 

LLiikkee  aanncciieenntt  HHeebbrreeww,,  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  AArraabbiicc  wwrriittiinnggss  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  nnoo  vvoowweellss..  TThhee  ddiiaaccrriittiiccaall                                                      

mmaarrkkss55  iinnddiiccaattee  wwhheerree  vvoowweellss  wweerree  iinnttrroodduucceedd  llaatteerr..  TThhiiss  ccoommppoouunnddss  tthhee  pprroobblleemm,,  ffoorr 

 …without diacritical marks a word could read active or passive and many 

consonants could not be distinguished without the diacritical dots which were 

added afterwards, when and by whom we do not know. 
 ‘Collection of the Qur'an’ by John Burton 

  

  

THE QUR’AN WAS REVEALED IN SEVEN FORMS   

While the Qur’an is to consist of one text, the Hadith tell us of seven distinguishable text 

revelations: 

  Omar b-ai Khattab reported: I heard Hisham-b-Hakim-b-Hezam reading the 

chapter Distinction (25Q) other than (different from) what I read [= recited] it 

and what the Apostle of Allah read [= recited]  it over to me. I was about to 

hasten (attack) on him, but then I gave him time till he finished. Then I tied 

him with his cloth and came with him to the Apostle of Allah. I said: O Apostle 

of Allah! I heard him reading [= recite]  the chapter 'Distinction' other than 

what you read [= recited]  over to me. The Apostle of Allah said: Let him read 

[= recite]. Then he read as I had heard him read [= recite]. 

 The Prophet said: Thus it has been revealed. Then he asked me: Read. I read 

[= recite]. He said: Thus it has been revealed: This Qur'an has been revealed 

upon seven modes of reading [= reciting]. So read [= recite]  what appears 

easy therefrom. 
 al – Bukhari, Hadith 3.601 

 Ubayy ibn Ka'b reported: I was in the mosque when a man entered, and 

prayed and recited (the Qur'an) in a style to which I objected. Then another 

man entered (the mosque) and recited in a style different from that of his 

                                                 
4 Mushaf = original manuscript. 
5 Diacritical marks = 'relating to signs placed above or below a character or letter to 

indicate that it has a different phonetic value, is stressed, or for some other reason' ("The 

Collins Dictionary"). 
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companion.  When we had finished the prayer, we all went to Allah's 

Messenger (peace be upon him) and I said to him: This man recited in a style 

to which I objected, and the other entered and recited in a style different from 

that of his companion.  The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) asked 

them to recite, so they recited. The Apostle (peace be upon him) expressed 

approval of their efforts (their modes of recitation), and there occurred in my 

mind a sort of denial  (unbelief) which did not occur even during the Days of 

Ignorance. When the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) saw how I was 

affected (by a wrong idea), he struck my chest, whereupon I broke into a sweat 

and felt as though I were looking at Allah in fear.  He (the Holy Prophet) said 

to me: Ubayy, a message was sent to me to recite the Qur'an in one dialect, 

and I replied: Make (things easy for my people. It was conveyed to me for the 

second time that it should be recited in two dialects. I again replied to him: 

Make affairs easy for my people. It was again conveyed to me for the third 

time to recite in seven dialects and (I was further told): You have got a seeking 

for every reply that I sent you, which you should seek from Me. I said: O Allah! 

Forgive my people, forgive my people. So I have deferred the third one for the 

day on which the entire creation will turn to me, including even Ibrahim 

(peace be upon him) (for intercession).    Sahih Muslim, Hadith 1787 
 

WWhhaatt  wweerree  tthheessee  sseevveenn  ffoorrmmss,,  oorr  ‘‘ddiiaalleeccttss’’  ((‘‘aahhrruuff ’’))??  DDiidd  tthheeyy  jjuusstt  rreepprreesseenntt  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

pprroonnuunncciiaattiioonnss??  OOrr  ddiidd  tthheeyy  ccaarrrryy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  mmeeaanniinnggss??  WWhhyy  ffuussss  oovveerr  aa  ddiiaalleecctt,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  

mmeeaanniinngg  iiss  cclleeaarr??  MMuusslliimm  sscchhoollaarrss  aarree  ddiivviiddeedd  oovveerr  tthhiiss  iissssuuee..  TThheerree  iiss  ssiimmppllyy  nnoo  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  

wwhhaatt  tthheessee  ‘‘aahhrruuff’’  aaccttuuaallllyy  wweerree..  TThhee  eeaarrllyy  QQuurr’’aann  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  aanndd  hhiissttoorriiaann  aatt--TTaabbaarrii    ((bboorrnn  

222244  AA..HH..))  bbeelliieevveedd  aallll  bbuutt  oonnee  ooff  tthheessee  ffoorrmmss  wweerree  bbuurrnntt  bbyy  UUtthhmmaann  ((‘‘AA  ‘‘PPeerrffeecctt’’  QQuurr’’aann’’,,  pp..  

2288,,  bbyy  BBrroo..  MMaarrkk))  

BBootthh  tthhee  ddiiffffeerriinngg  ccooddiicceess  aanndd  ddiiffffeerriinngg  ffoorrmmss  bbeeaarr  wwiittnneessss  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  uunncchhaannggeedd  

bbooookk  MMuusslliimmss  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  iitt  ttoo  bbee..  

((FFoorr  aa  ffuulllleerr  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  tthheessee  ccllaaiimmss  rreeffeerr  ttoo  EEvvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann    llaatteerr  iinn  tthhiiss  cchhaapptteerr..))  

  

AADDDDIITTIIOONNSS  TTOO  AANNDD  OOMMIISSSSIIOONNSS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN    

PPAASSSSAAGGEESS  AADDDDEEDD  TTOO  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN         

Besides the parallel texts and the seven different forms of the Qur’an there is also evidence 

of interpolations  (additions) and omissions in the now existing text of the Qur’an. 

 A curious story is told about 'Abd-Allah ibn-Abi-Sarh. While Mohammed was 

dictating to him the passage beginning with Surah 23:12, he was carried away 

by wonder at this description of the creation of man; and, when Mohammed 

paused after the words 'another creature', exclaimed: 'Blessed be God, the best 

of creators'. Mohammed accepted this as the continuation of the revelation 

and told him to write it down. 

  

 This aroused doubt, however, in ibn-Abi-Sarh, and later he gave up Islam and 

returned to Mecca; at the conquest of Mecca he was one of those prescribed 

[to be killed], but was pardoned on the intercession of Uthman. 
 ‘Introduction to the Qur'an’ by R.Bell, p. 37 – quoted from al-Baidawi's and Zamaksharis's                        

Commentaries. 
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 The canonical traditionists report that Surah 4:95 was dictated by the prophet 

to his amanuensis (secretary) Zayd thus: 'Those believers, who sit at home, are 

not equal to those who fight in the way of God with their goods and their 

persons'. A blind man was present and heard the words. He immediately 

interjected that were he as other men, he would certainly fight; whereupon the 

prophet interposed the words: 'except those who suffer from a grave 

impediment' which stand in the text today'. 
 ‘Islam’  by A. Guillaume, p. 191; see also al-Bukhari, Hadith 6.118 

 

AAllll  tthheessee  ffaaccttss  aarree,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  iiff  aatt  aallll,,  lliittttllee  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  MMuusslliimmss..  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ppooiinntt  ooff  mmaakkiinngg  tthheemm  

aawwaarree  ooff  tthheessee  pprroobblleemmss??  CCeerrttaaiinnllyy  nnoott  ttoo  uunnddeerrmmiinnee  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  ttrruusstt  iinn  GGoodd!!  BBuutt  iitt  iiss  hheellppffuull  

ffoorr  aannyy  ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  bbee  aawwaarree  ooff  ppoossssiibbllee  ccrraacckkss  iinn  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  lliivveess,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  wwhheenn  

tthheessee  eeffffeecctt  tthheeiirr  eetteerrnnaall  ddeessttiinnyy..  BBeeccaauussee  tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  aaddjjuussttmmeennttss  ppoossssiibbllee  aafftteerr  ddeeaatthh,,  

ccoommppaassssiioonn,,  kkiinnddnneessss  aanndd  lloovvee  ddiiccttaattee  uuss  ttoo  ppooiinntt  ttoo  aa  qquueessttiioonnaabbllee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  oouurr  

hhuummaann  ffeellllooww  ttrraavveelllleerrss,,  wwhhiillee  iitt  iiss  ppoossssiibbllee..  

BBuutt  lleett  uuss  ttaakkee  nnoottee::  

       

        

PPAASSSSAAGGEESS  TTHHAATT  HHAAVVEE  BBEEEENN  OOMMIITTTTEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN       

TThhee  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ccoolllleeccttoorr  MMuusslliimm  ggiivveess  uuss  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnss:: 

 We used to recite a Surah which resembled in length and severity (Surah) 

Bara'at. I have, however, forgotten it with the exception of this which I 

remember out of it: 'If there were two valleys full of riches, for the son of 

Adam, he would long for a third valley, and nothing would fill the stomach of 

the son of Adam but dust'. And we used to recite a Surah which resembled one 

of the Surahs of Musabbthat, and I have forgotten it, but remember (this 

much) out of it: 'O people who believe, why do you say that which you do not 

practise' (61:2)  and 'that is recorded in your necks as a witness (against you) 

and you would be asked about it on the Day of Resurrection' (17:13). 

 Footnote 1416 explains: The words of this Surah have been abrogated in the 

Qur'an; its meaning has, however, been preserved in other verses of the 

Qur'an, e.g. in Surah 17:100: 'If you possess the treasures of the mercy of my 

Lord, you would then withhold (them) from fear of spending (it away). And 

man is ever niggardly. Sahih Muslim II, p. 501 

 

 Abdullah b.Abbas reported that Umar b.Khattab sat on the pulpit of Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) and said: Verily Allah sent Muhammad 

(may peace be upon him) with truth and He sent down the Book upon him, 

and the verse of stoning was included in what was sent down to him. We 

recited it, retaining it in our memory and understood it. Allah's Messenger 

(may peace by upon him) awarded the punishment of stoning to death (to the 

UUnnlleessss  iitt  hhuurrttss  uuss  mmoorree  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhiiss  ttoo  aa  MMuusslliimm  tthhaann  iitt  wwiillll  hhuurrtt  

hhiimm  ttoo  hheeaarr  aanndd  ppeerrcceeiivvee  iitt,,  wwee  hhaavvee  tthhee  wwrroonngg  aattttiittuuddee  ttoowwaarrdd  

hhiimm  !!!!!! 
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married adulterer and adulteress) and, after him, we also awarded the 

punishment of stoning. I am afraid that, with the lapse of time, the people 

(may forget it) and may say: We do not find the punishment of stoning in the 

Book of Allah, and thus go astray by abandoning this duty prescribed by 

Allah. Stoning is a duty laid down in Allah's Book for married men and 

women who commit adultery when proof is established, or if there is 

pregnancy, or a confession. Sahih Muslim III, p. 912 

 

AA    ccoommmmeennttaarryy  ttrriieess  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn:: 

 Here is an example of an abrogation of Qur'anic verses in which the words 

are abrogated whereas the ordinance has been conserved for all time to come 

in the Shariah through the words of the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) 

such as his judgments in such cases of adultery. This also shows how closely 

the Qur'an and the Sunnah are interlinked. 
 ibid. 

TThheessee  vveerrsseess  aarree  nnoott  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  AAss  wwee  ccaann  sseeee,,  tthhee  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  eexxppllaaiinnss  tthhiiss  ttoo  bbee  dduuee  

ttoo  aabbrrooggaattiioonn.. 

Ibn Abbas reported: “Allah sent Muhammad with the Truth and revealed the 

Holy Book to him, and among what Allah revealed, was the Verse of the 

Rajam (the stoning of married person (male & female) who commits illegal 

sexual intercourse, and we did recite this Verse and understood and 

memorized it. Allah's Apostle did carry out the punishment of stoning and so 

did we after him.  

I am afraid that after a long time has passed, somebody will say, 'By Allah, 

we do not find the Verse of the Rajam in Allah's Book,' and thus they will go 

astray by leaving an obligation which Allah has revealed.”                                        
Al-Bukhari, Hadith 8.817 

 

 There is a tradition from Ayesha, the prophet's wife, that a certain chapter, 

which now consists of 73 verses, once contained no less than 200, and that 

when Uthman compiled the Qur'an the missing verses could not be found. One 

of them was called the Verse of Stoning, and is said to have contained the 

order to stone a man or woman who had committed adultery ... This verse is 

said to have been part of the original Qur'an. Many early authorities say so, 

and what is very significant is, that the first Caliphs punished adulterers by 

stoning. This is still penalty-prescribed [sic] in Muslim law books, whereas the 

Qur'an (Surah 24:2) prescribed a hundred stripes. 
 ‘Islam’  by A. Guillaume, p. 191 

 ... there is the ... verse (53:19f.) ' Have you considered al-Lat and al-Uzza and 

Manat the third one?' This was once followed by the words: 'Verily they are 

the exalted maidens (Gharaniq, also translated 'cranes') and their 

intercession is to be hoped for' ('is approved' in another version). The earliest 

authorities on the life of Muhammad (i.e. Ibn Ishaq) asserts that these words 

were uttered by Muhammad at the instigation of Satan. 
 ‘Islam’, p. 189 and "New Light in the Life of Mohammed", by A. Guillaume, p. 38 

 The Qur'an has made a slight alteration and a significant omission to the first 

text: instead of saying 'By al-Lat, etc., it reads, 'Have you considered al-Lat' 

etc. and the sentence about the exalted maidens is dropped altogether. 
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Subsequently Gabriel came to the prophet and denied that he had revealed the 

word to him.  

 The polytheists of Mecca were delighted about this, for these words were those 

of the chant of the Quaraish as they processed around the Ka'ba. 
 References in the Siratut-ul Rasul as revised by Ibn Hisham, vs. 239. Tabari pp. 1192 ff., al 

Suhayli, p. 229, according to A. Guillaume (our emphasis). 

 

 

OOTTHHEERR  IINNCCOONNSSIISSTTEENNCCIIEESS  IINN  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN    

FFrroomm  qquuiittee  aa  nnuummbbeerr,,  wwee  lliikkee  ttoo  sskkeettcchh  ssoommee  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttiinngg  ssttaatteemmeennttss  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann::  

SSoommee  PPrroopphheettss  eexxcceell  aabboovvee  ootthheerrss 

 Those apostles we endowed with gifts, some above others. To some of them 

Allah spoke, others He raised to degrees (of honour). Surah 2:253 

 

 Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the family of 

Imran above all people. Surah 3:33 

 

    BBUUTT::  PPrroopphheettss  aarree  wwiitthhoouutt  ddiissttiinnccttiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthheemm 

 Say ye: 'We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to 

Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and 

Jesus and that given to (all) prophets from their Lord: WE make no 

difference between one and another of them..." Surah 2:136 

 

 The Apostle believeth in what hath been revealed to him from his Lord, as 

do the men of faith. Each one (of them) believeth in Allah, His angels, His 

books, and His messenger. We make no distinction (they say between one 

and another of His apostles). And they say, 'We hear, and we obey: (We 

seek) thy forgiveness, our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all journeys'.                       
Surah 2:285 

 

 Say: 'We believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us and what 

was revealed to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes. And in (the 

Books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the prophets, from their Lord: We make 

no distinction between one and another among them.  Surah 3:84 

     

    JJuuddggmmeenntt  wwiillll  bbee  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ddeeeeddss 

 The balance that day will be true (to a nicety). Those whose scale (of good) 

will be heavy, will prosper: Those whose scale will be light, will find their 

souls in perdition, for that they wrongfully treated our Signs. 
 Surah 7:8-9 

    BBUUTT::  FFoorrggiivveenneessss  wwiillll  bbee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  wwhhoomm  AAllllaahh  wwiillllss 

 Of the men He hath created: He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He 

punishes whom He pleaseth. 
 Surah 5:20 

    HHeeaavveennss  aanndd  eeaarrtthh  wweerree  ccrreeaatteedd  iinn  ssiixx  ddaayyss 
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 He it is Who created the heavens and earth in six days - and his Throne was 

over the waters - that He might try you, which of you is best in conduct. 
 Surah 11:7 

 Verily your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days, 

and is firmly established on the Throne (of authority). 
 Surah 10:3 

    BBUUTT::  HHeeaavveennss  aanndd  eeaarrtthh  wweerree  ccrreeaatteedd  iinn  eeiigghhtt  ddaayyss 

 Say: Is it that ye deny Him Who created the earth in two days? And do ye join 

equals with Him? He is the Lord of (all) the worlds.  

 He set on the (earth), mountains standing firm, high above it, and bestowed 

blessings on the earth, and measured therein all things to give them 

nourishment in due proportion, in four days, in accordance with (the needs of) 

those who seek (sustenance). 

 Moreover He comprehended in His design the sky, and it had been (as smoke): 

He said to it and to the earth: 'Come ye together, willingly or unwillingly'. 

They said: 'We do come (together) in willing obedience. 

 So he completed them as seven firmaments in two days and he assigned to 

each heaven its duty and command. 
 Surah 41:9-12 

 

 

TTHHEE  PPRROOBBLLEEMM  OOFF  AABBRROOGGAATTIIOONN    

BBaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  IIssllaamm  hhaass  ddeevveellooppeedd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  aabbrrooggaattiioonn..  TThhiiss  eeffffeecctteedd  aann  

uunniiddeennttiiffiieedd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  vveerrsseess  tthhaatt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreemmoovveedd  ((tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  MMaannssuukkhh--VVeerrsseess))  

aanndd  tthheenn  rreeppllaacceedd  ((bbyy  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  NNaassiikkhh--VVeerrsseess))  dduurriinngg  tthhee  lliiffeettiimmee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..    

TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  tteeaacchheess  tthhaatt 

 … none of our revelations do we abrogate or cause to be forgotten. But we 

substitute something better or similar. Knowest thou not that Allah hath 

power over all things? Surah 2:106 

 

 When we substitute one revelation for another - and Allah knows best what he 

reveals (in stages) - they say, 'Thou art but a forger'. But most of them 

understand not. Surah 16:101 

 

AAllllaahh  ddooeess,,  iinn  ffaacctt,,  tthhrreeaatteenn  ttoo  wwiitthhddrraaww  aallll  rreevveellaattiioonn!! 

              If it were Our Will, we could take away that which we have sent thee by  

inspiration: then wouldst thou find none to plead thy affair in the matter as 

against Us. Surah 17:86 

 

AAllllaahh  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  aabbssoolluuttee  ssoovveerreeiiggnn  rruulleerr  oovveerr  aallll  aanndd  eevveerryytthhiinngg..  OOff  ccoouurrssee,,  GGoodd  

wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  GGoodd,,  iiff  HHee  ddiidd  nnoott  hhaavvee  tthhiiss  ppoowweerr..  HHoowweevveerr,,  GGoodd  hhaass  rreessttrriicctteedd  HHiimmsseellff  iinn  

aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  HHiiss  nnaattuurree  aanndd  cchhaarraacctteerr..  GGoodd  iiss  ggoooodd  aanndd  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  eevviill..  HHiiss  ggooooddnneessss  

eexxcclluuddeess  aarrbbiittrraarryy  aaccttiioonn  ((sseeee  ""PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn""))..  TThhuuss  tthhee  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  bbeettwweeeenn  AAllllaahh  aanndd  aa  

MMuusslliimm  iiss  nnoott  lliikkee  tthhee  oonnee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  GGoodd  rreevveeaallss  HHiimmsseellff  aass  oouurr  

ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee  FFaatthheerr..  TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  vveerrssiioonn  rraatthheerr  ddeeccllaarreess  tthhaatt  AAllllaahh  iiss  tthhee  rruulleerr  aanndd  tthhee  bbeelliieebbeerr  

hhiiss  ssllaavvee..  TThhiiss  iiss  ccoorrrroobboorraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  ttaa--aabbuuddii,,  aa  ssttaatteemmeenntt,,  wwhhiicchh  ddiissaalllloowwss  sseeaarrcchh  

aanndd  qquueessttiioonniinngg,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  ddeemmaannddss  uunnqquueessttiioonnaabbllee  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn..  TThhiiss  iiss  wwhhyy  IIssllaammiicc  tthheeoollooggyy  
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ccaannnnoott  aallllooww  aannyy  ccrriittiiccaall  rreesseeaarrcchh  iinn  iittss  bbooookkss..  TThheeyy  aarree  ttaa--aabbuuddii..    IInn  ssuucchh  kkiinndd  ooff  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  

ffeeaarr  ssiilleenncceess  eevveerryy  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  oobbjjeeccttiivvee  eessttaabblliisshheedd      TTrruutthh..  TThheerreeffoorree  mmoosstt  MMuusslliimmss  

ddoo  nnoott  eevveenn  rreemmootteellyy  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  qquueessttiioonn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  iittss  vvaalliiddiittyy..  

WWee  sshhoouulldd  ttaakkee  nnoottee,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ooff  aa  ssttrriikkiinngg  cchhaalllleennggee  ttoo  ssuucchh  aa  ccoonncceepptt:: 

 Do they not consider the Qur'an (with care)? Had it been from other than 

Allah, they would surely have found therein much discrepancy. 
 Surah 4:82 

We do consider! AAtt  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ‘‘ddiissccrreeppaannccyy’’  wwee  nnoottiiccee  tthhaatt  vveerrsseess  wweerree  ttaakkeenn  oouutt  aanndd  rreeppllaacceedd  bbyy  

ootthheerr  tteexxttss  wwiitthhiinn  aa  vveerryy  bbrriieeff  ttiimmee  ssppaann  ooff,,  aatt  tthhee  mmoosstt,,  2233  yyeeaarrss..  

MMuusslliimm  sscchhoollaarrss  ttrryy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhiiss  bbyy  ssuuggggeessttiinngg  tthhaatt  iitt  iiss  ‘‘pprrooggrreessssiivvee  rreevveellaattiioonn’’,,  lliikkee  iinn  tthhee  

BBiibbllee,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  YYaahhwweehh  rreevveeaalleedd  ssoommee  ooff  HHiiss  tthhoouugghhttss  ttoo  NNooaahh,,  AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  ootthheerrss..  TThheenn  HHee  

sseenntt  tthhee  LLaaww  ttoo  IIssrraaeell  tthhrroouugghh  MMoosseess  ((550000  yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr))..  WWhheenn  CChhrriisstt  ccaammee  HHee  iinnttrroodduucceedd  tthhee  

NNeeww  CCoovveennaanntt  ooff  GGrraaccee..  TThhiiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ddiidd  nnoott  hhaappppeenn  oovveerr  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  2233,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  11,,550000  

yyeeaarrss,,  aanndd  wwaass  ddiiccttaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  hhiissttoorriiccaall  aanndd  ssppiirriittuuaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  GGoodd..  

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  pprroodduucceess  aannootthheerr  pprroobblleemm  bbyy  ddeeccllaarriinngg  tthhee  vveerryy  ooppppoossiittee,,  nnaammeellyy  tthhaatt     

 … no change can there be in the Words of Allah 
 Surah 10:64 

 and, 

 there is none that can alter the Words (and decree) of Allah  
 Surah 6:34 

WWee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  iitt  ssaayyss::  

              ""WWee  ssuubbssttiittuuttee""  ((ii..ee..  eexxcchhaannggee))  iinn  SSuurraahhss  22::110066  aanndd  1166::110011,,  aanndd  

            ""NNoo  cchhaannggee""  iinn  SSuurraahhss  1100::6644  aanndd  66::3344..  

WWee  ddoo  kknnooww  ooff  cchhaannggeess,,  hhoowweevveerr:: 

 Jalalu'd-Din as-Suyuti (born 1445 in Cairo), a very well accepted Islamic theologian 

and commentator, said that the number of abrogated verses has been variously 

estimated to range from 5 to 500. 

 In his commentary "Itqan" he furnished a list of 20 verses, which are 

acknowledged by all commentators to be abrogated. 
 ‘Dictionary of Islam’, p. 520 

 

LLeett  uuss  llooookk  aatt  aa  ffeeww  aabbrrooggaattiioonnss  hheerree::  

      TThhee  QQiibbllaa  ((pprraayyeerr  ddiirreeccttiioonn))  wwaass  cchhaannggeedd  ffrroomm  JJeerruussaalleemm  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  ((SSuurraahh  22::114422--114455))..  

      TThhee  DDiivviissiioonn  ooff  IInnhheerriittaannccee  lleefftt  bbyy  ppaarreennttss  oorr  ootthheerr  rreellaattiivveess  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  SSuurraahh  44::77  

hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  eeqquuaall  ((aa  sshhaarree  aanndd  aa  sshhaarree  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd))..  TThhiiss  wwaass  aabbrrooggaatteedd  

aanndd  rreeppllaacceedd  bbyy  vveerrssee  1111,,  wwhheerree  iitt  iiss  ccoommmmaannddss  tthhaatt  mmaalleess  mmuusstt  ggeett  ddoouubbllee  tthhee  sshhaarree  

ooff  ffeemmaalleess..  

                                    TThhee  FFaasstt  ooff  RRaammaaddaaaann    ((SSuurraahh  22::118855))  rreeppllaacceess  tthhee  vveerrssee  bbeeffoorree  iitt,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  ffaassttiinngg          

dduurriinngg    RRaammaaddaaaann  mmaayy  bbee  rreeppllaacceedd  bbyy  ffeeeeddiinngg  aa  ppoooorr  mmaann..  

    TThhee  NNiigghhtt  ooff  PPrraayyeerr  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  bbyy  rreecciittiinngg  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  oouugghhtt  ttoo  bbee  mmoorree  oorr  lleessss  hhaallff  tthhee  

ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  nniigghhtt    oorr  aass  lloonngg  aass  iitt  iiss  eeaassyy  ((SSuurraahh  7733::22--44  aanndd  vvss..  2200))..    
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    TThhee  TTrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  AAdduulltteerreesssseess  iiss  ttoo  bbee  lliiffee  iimmpprriissoonnmmeenntt  ((SSuurraahh  44::1155)),,  wwhhiicchh  

cchhaannggeedd  ttoo  ffllooggggiinngg  wwiitthh  110000  ssttrrookkeess  ((SSuurraahh  2244::22))..  AAtt  ffiirrsstt  iitt  wwaass  aappppaarreennttllyy  ssttoonniinngg  

ttoo  ddeeaatthh..  TThhiiss  ddeessppiittee  tthhee  lleenniieennccyy  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ffoorr  hhoommoosseexxuuaallss  ((SSuurraahh  44::1166))  aafftteerr  

rreeppeennttiinngg..  

    PPrroovviissiioonn  ffoorr  wwiiddoowwss    ((SSuurraahh  22::224400  aanndd  44::1122))  iiss  oonnee  yyeeaarrss’’  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  aanndd  oonnee  ssiixxtthh  

oorr  aa  tthhiirrdd  ooff  tthhee  iinnhheerriitteedd  ssuubbssttaannccee  

    TThhee  RReettaalliiaattiioonn  iinn  CCaasseess  ooff  CCrriimmee,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  mmuurrddeerr,,  wwaass  ttoo  bbee  ccoonnffiinneedd  ttoo  ppeeooppllee  

ooff  eeqquuaall  rraannkk  ((ssllaavvee  ffoorr  ssllaavvee;;  ffrreeee  ffoorr  ffrreeee  eettcc..))((SSuurraahh  22::117788))..  TThhiiss  iiss  iinn  

ddiissaaggrreeeemmeenntt  wwiitthh  SSuurraahh  55::4488  aanndd  SSuurraahh  1177::3333,,  wwhheerree  rreettaalliiaattiioonn  iiss  aalllloowweedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  

aa  mmuurrddeerreerr  oonnllyy..  

    TThhee  JJiihhaaaadd  oorr  HHoollyy  WWaarr  wwaass  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn  iinn  tthhee  ssaaccrreedd  mmoonntthhss  ((SSuurraahh  99::55)),,  bbuutt  iiss  

aalllloowweedd,,  eevveenn  eennccoouurraaggeedd,,  iinn  vveerrssee  3366,,  wwhhiicchh  rreeppllaacceess  tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr.. 

 The much discussed 'verses of the sword': "... fight and slay the pagans 

wherever ye find them and seize them, beleaguer them and lie in wait for them 

in every stratagem (of war)" (Surah 9:5), and "... when you meet the unbeliever 

(in fight) cut off their necks ..." (Surah 47:5), are said to have cancelled no less 

than 124 verses which enjoined toleration and patience. 

 ‘Islam’  by A. Guillaume 

 

CCLLAAIIMMSS  RREEGGAARRDDIINNGG  TTHHEE  UUNNIIQQUUEENNEESSSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN::                            

‘‘PPRROODDUUCCEE  AA  SSUURRAAHH  LLIIKKEE  IITT!!’’      

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  iittss  cchhaalllleennggee  ttoo  pprroovvee  iitt  ttoo  bbee  ttrruuee,,  iiss  ffoouunndd  aass  aa  

ccoommmmeennttaarryy  iinn  tthhee  MMiisshhkkaatt::  

 The Qur'an is a miracle and an Universal Book. The Qur'an is the greatest 

wonder among the wonders of the world. It repeatedly challenged the people 

of the world to bring a chapter like it but they failed and the challenge remains 

unanswered up to this day. The Qur'an declares: And if you are in doubt as to 

that which We have revealed to Our servant, then produce a chapter like it and 

call on your helper besides Allah if you are truthful - Surah 2:23. Say: If men 

and Jinn should combine together to bring the like of this Qur'an, they cannot 

bring the like of it, though some of them help other. And certainly We have 

made distinct for men every kind of description but the majority of men do not 

consent but are denying - Surah 17:89. As the Qur'an was revealed, no credit 

is given therefore to the Prophet, but the fact remains that this book is second 

to none in the world according to the unanimous decision of the learned men 

in points of diction, style, rhetoric, thoughts and soundness of laws and 

regulations to shape the destinies of mankind. It is an epitome in itself. It is an 

universal book like the vast page of Nature. Worlds of nature are subject to 

laws. Nature is mute and does not explain the reason of such laws, while the 

Qur'an explains them and says that there is one god who is regulating the 

government of this universe with these laws with an object in view. The Qur'an 

is a perfect code of human life. It is a Divine Light that dissipates darkness 

from all around. Man-made lights are insufficient to remove the all-pervading 

darkness and hence man-made laws are insufficient as a panacea for all 

problems of the world. By the divine Light of the Qur'an, all darkness is 

removed from the soil of the mind just as by the sun all darkness of the 

universe is removed. It is therefore a solution of the world problems both 
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temporal and spiritual, and is thus an Universal Book for the guidance of 

mankind. 
 Mishkat III, Commentary, pp. 663-665 

 Or do they say, 'He forged it'? Say: 'Bring  then a Surah like unto it, and call 

(to your aid) anyone you can, besides Allah, if it be ye speak the truth!' 
 Surah 10:38 

 And if ye are in doubt as to what we have revealed from time to time to Our 

servant, then produce a Surah like thereunto: and call your witnesses or 

helpers (if there are any) besides Allah, if your (doubts) are true. But if ye 

cannot - and of a surety ye cannot - then fear the fire whose fuel is men and 

stones - which is prepared for those who reject Faith. 
 Surah 2:23-24 

 Say: If the whole of mankind and Jinns were to gather together to produce the 

like of this Qur'an, they could not produce the like thereof, even if they backed 

each other with help and support. And We have explained every kind of 

similitude: yet the greater part of men refuse (to receive it) except with 

ingratitude! 
 Surah 17:88-89 

 This Qur'an is not such as can be produced by other than Allah. 
  Surah 10:37 

  

WWee  aacccceepptt  tthhee  cchhaalllleennggee!!  

IInn  aann  aadd  hhoocc  ffaasshhiioonn,,  wwee  mmaaddee  aa  qquuiicckk  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  ‘‘pprroodduuccee’’  ssoommee  ‘‘SSuurraahhss’’..  AAnnyyoonnee  ccaann  aadddd  ttoo  tthhaatt..  

WWee  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  jjuusstt  ffiivvee  ppoorrttiioonnss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwrriittiinngg  aanndd  mmiixxeedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  ssiixx  SSuurraahhss  ((oorr  

ppoorrttiioonnss  tthheerreeooff))  aanndd  ssiixx  SSccrriippttuurreess  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ffoorr  ccoommppaarriissoonn..  

YYoouu,,  tthhee  rreeaaddeerr  ((hheeaarreerr)),,  bbee  tthhee  jjuuddggee..  WWee  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  ttoo  mmaakkee  yyoouurr  oowwnn  hhoonneesstt  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  

lliitteerraarryy  qquuaalliittyy,,  aanndd  sseeppaarraatteellyy  ooff  tthhee  ttrruutthh  ccoonntteenntt  aanndd  ddeevvoottiioonnaall  vvaalluuee  ooff  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  ppaassssaaggeess  

qquuootteedd..  AAfftteerr  yyoouurr  jjuuddggeemmeenntt    ffiinndd  oouutt  wwhhoo  tthhee  wwrriitteerrss  wweerree..  

TThhee  aauutthhoorrss  aarree  sshhoowwnn  aatt  tthhee  eenndd.. 

1. Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

 That I practice love where I am hated, 

 That I forgive where I am offended, 

 That I heal where there is strife, 

 That I speak truth where there is error, 

 That I bring faith where doubt oppresses, 

 That I rouse hope where despair torments, 

 That I kindle your light where darkness reigns, 

 That I bring joy where sadness is dwelling. 

 Lord, let me not seek to be comforted, 

 But that I may comfort others also; 

 Not seek to be understood, 

 But understand others also; 

 Not seek to be loved, 

 But to love others also; 

 For he that gives shall receive, 

 He that forgets himself shall find, 

 He that forgives shall be forgiven, 

 He that dies shall awake to eternal life." 
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2. To the Thamud people (we send) Salih, one of their own brethren: He said: 'O 

my people! Worship Allah; ye have no other god but Him. Now hath come 

unto you a clear (sign) from your Lord! This she-camel of Allah is a sign unto 

you. So leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and let her come to no harm, or ye 

shall be seized with a grievous punishment. And remember how He made you 

inheritors after the Ad people and gave you habitations in the land: ye build for 

yourselves palaces and castles in (open) plains, and carve out homes in the 

mountains; so bring to remembrance the benefits (ye have received) from 

Allah, and refrain from evil and mischief on the earth." 

  

3.  He is no fool that gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose". 

  

4.  Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not 

leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he 

finds it?" 

 I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me…and I lay 

down my life for the sheep ... No-one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 

my own accord." 

 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them 

eternal life, and they shall never perish." 

  

5. If Allah so wills, He could make you all one people: but He leaves straying  

(should read: “leads astray”) whom he pleases, and He guides whom He 

pleases: but ye shall certainly be called to account for all your actions." 

 

6. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing.  He makes me lie down in 

green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He 

guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows.  

 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the for ever." 

 

7. Grant me, Almighty God, that I may circumspectly explore your will for my 

life, that I may truly know it and completely fulfill it. 

 Arrange my life that it may bring honour to You and salvation to me. 

 Add to this, O Lord, a free heart, a strong heart, a vigilant heart, an 

unchangeable heart. 

 Make me modest without presumption, serious without sadness, truthful 

without deceit, brave without fear, active without being thoughtless. 

 Let my way reach its purpose safely. Let me set my hope on You forever, You 

the loving God of my life". 
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8. Perish the hands of the Father of Flame!  Perish he! No profit to him from all 

his wealth, and all his gains! Burnt soon will he be in a fire of blazing flame! 

His wife shall carry the (cracking) wood - as fuel! A twisted rope of palm-leaf 

fibre round her (own) neck!" 

  

9. It is not important what people think or say to us, but what we are before God. 

 It is not important what we do, but how we do it. 

 It is not important that we escape suffering, but that suffering fulfils its 

purpose. 

 It is not important when we die, but that we are ready to meet God!" 

  

10. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 

of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." 

 

11. Fight those who believe not in God nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden 

which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Apostle, nor acknowledge the 

Religion of Truth (even if they are) of the people of the Book6, until they pay 

the Jizya7 with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued." 

  

12. God our Saviour… wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of 

the truth." 

 

13. O ye that reject Faith! I worship not that which ye worship. Nor will ye 

worship which I worship. And I will not worship that which ye have been 

wont to worship, nor will ye worship that which I worship. To you be your 

Way, and to me mine." 

 

14. You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 

wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants 

to be first must be your slave - just as the Son of Man (Jesus) did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

  

15. By the Sun and his (glorious) splendour; by the Moon as she follows him; by 

the Day as it shows up (the Sun's) glory; by the Night as it conceals it; by the 

firmament and its (wonderful) structure; by the Earth and its (wide) expanse; 

by the Soul and the proportion and order given to it; and its enlightenment as 

to its wrong and its right. (should read as in older translations (according to the 

Mishkat): '... and breathed into it (i.e. the soul) wickedness and piety'.). Truly 

he succeeds that purifies it. And he fails that corrupts it!"    

  

16. “God, Who needs nothing, loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures 

in order that He may love and perfect them.” 

 

                                                 
6 Jews and Christians 
7 Jizya = a tax demanded from Jews and Christians living under Muslim rule. 
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17. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in 

adultery. They made her stand before the group  and said to Jesus, “Teacher, 

this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law Moses 

commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?”  They were 

using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.  

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.  

When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If 

any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  

Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.  

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, 

until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.  Jesus 

straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?”  

“No one, sir,” she said.  

 “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your 

life of sin.” 

 

  

              Sources:   
  1. Francis of Assissi 1182-1226 AD 

  2. Surah 7:73-74 

  3. Jim Elliot - "Martyr for the Gospel in the Amazon Jungle", 1956 

  4. Luke 15:3-4, John 10:14,18,28 

  5. Surah 16:93 

  6. Psalm 23 

  7. Thomas Aquinas 1224-1274 

  8. Surah 111:1-5 

  9. Eva von Thiele-Winkler 

 10. 1. Cor. 13:4-7 

 11. Surah 9:29 

 12. 1. Tim. 2:4 

 13. Surah 109:1-6 

 14. Matth. 20:25-28   

 15. Surah 91:1-10 

 16. C.S. Lewis (‘The four loves’) 

  17. John 8:3-11 

  

 

TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  IISS  CCLLAAIIMMEEDD  TTOO  BBEE  TTHHEE  FFIINNAALL  RREEVVEELLAATTIIOONN,,  AANNDD  TTOO  AABBRROOGGAATTEE  

AALLLL  OOTTHHEERRSS  GGIIVVEENN  BBEEFFOORREE    

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy  IIssllaamm  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  nnooww  rreeppllaacciinngg  aallll  ffoorrmmeerr  rreevveellaattiioonnss..  TThheeyy  ggoott  lloosstt  

oorr  wweerree  ccoorrrruupptteedd,,  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd..  AAllll  ''ffoorrmmeerr  rreevveellaattiioonnss'',,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  aarree  aassssuummeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  

ffoorrmmeerrllyy  bbeeeenn  ssyynnoonnyymmoouuss  wwiitthh  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  TThhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  eexxiissttss  eetteerrnnaallllyy,,  

aanndd  iiss  uunnccrreeaatteedd  iinn  hheeaavveenn..  AAllll  SSccrriippttuurreess  wweerree  rreepplliiccaass  tthheerreeooff..  BBuutt  oonnllyy  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  QQuurr''aann  iiss  

vviieewweedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  ttrruuee  rreepplliiccaa  ooff  tthhiiss  nnooww..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  tthhee  ddiilleemmmmaa,,  tthhaatt  ‘‘tthhee  

ffoorrmmeerr  SSccrriippttuurreess’’  ccaarrrryy  vveerryy  ddiiffffeerriinngg  mmeessssaaggeess  aass  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann.. 
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TTHHEE  SSOOUURRCCEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUURR''AANN  

IIssllaamm  bbuuiillddss  iittss  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  oonn  tthhee  aassssuummppttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  aa  rreevveellaattiioonn  ffrroomm  GGoodd  ((iitt  iiss  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ''nnaazziill'',,  ii..ee..  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  ffrroomm  hheeaavveenn))..  EEvveerryy  rreelliiggiioonn  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  aa  ccllaaiimm  mmuusstt  bbee  

pprreeppaarreedd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  eevviiddeennccee  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  iittss  ''nnaazziill''  cchhaarraacctteerr..  

TThhee  vveerryy  wwoorrdd  rreevveellaattiioonn  ssuuggggeessttss  tthhaatt  ssoommeetthhiinngg  hhiitthheerrttoo  uunnkknnoowwnn  aanndd//oorr  iinnaacccceessssiibbllee  ttoo  tthhee  

hhuummaann  mmiinndd,,  iiss  nnooww,,  bbyy  ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall  mmeeaannss,,  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee  aacccceessssiibbllee..  IInn  tthhee  ccaassee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  aa  

ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  ppaarrtt      ccaann  bbee  sshhoowwnn  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eexxiissttiinngg  kknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhaatt  wwaass  aacccceessssiibbllee  ttoo  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  

WWee  aarree  aawwaarree  ooff  aa  vveerryy  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  BBiibbllee  ssttoorriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  

TThheeyy  oofftteenn  ddiiffffeerr  ggrreeaattllyy  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  bbiibblliiccaall  oorriiggiinnaallss..  WWee  sshhaallll  ffiinndd  tthheessee  ttoo  bbee  TTaallmmuuddiicc,,  

AAppooccrryypphhaall  oorr  hheerreettiiccaall  ssttoorriieess,,  wwhhiicchh,,  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  ccaann  bbee  pprroovveenn  ttoo  bbee  hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy  aanndd//oorr  

bbiibblliiccaallllyy  uunnttrruuee..  

JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ccrriittiicciizzeedd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ffoorr  tthhiiss..  IInn  rreettuurrnn  hhee  aattttaacckkeedd  tthheemm  bbyy  ccllaaiimmiinngg  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  ppeerrvveerrtteedd  tthheeiirr  BBooookk.. 

 There is among them a section who distort the Book with their tongues; (as they 

read) you would think it is a part of the Book but it is no part of the Book; and 

they say "That is from Allah" but it is not from Allah: it is they who tell a lie 

against Allah and (well) they know it!  Surah 3:78 

 

CCoommmmeennddaabbllyy,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ddiiffffeerreennttiiaatteedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ''BBooookk''  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  BBiibbllee))  aanndd  wwhhaatt  tthhee  JJeewwss  

‘‘kknnoowwiinnggllyy  ddiissttoorrtteedd  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  ttoonngguueess’’..  TThhiiss  ddooeess  nnoott  eevveenn  ffaaiinnttllyy  ssuuggggeesstt  iinn  aannyy  wwaayy  tthhaatt  tthhee  

QQuurr’’aann  ccllaaiimmss  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  cchhaannggeedd..    

WWee  hhaavvee  nnoo  cchhooiiccee,,  bbuutt  ttoo  ccoonncclluuddee  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ttoo  aa  llaarrggee  eexxtteenntt  iiss  aann  iinnaaccccuurraattee  

ccoonngglloommeerraattee  ooff  oofftteenn  iillll--ppeerrcceeiivveedd  rreelliiggiioouuss  ssttoorriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  cciirrccuullaatteedd  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd..    

  

CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  TTAAKKEENN  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  AARRAABBIIAANN  PPAASSTT      

AALLLLAAHH  

AAllllaahh  iiss  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  wwoorrdd  ffoorr  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  llooccaall  ppaaggaannss,,  aass  aallssoo  tthhee  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  uusseedd..  

TThhiiss  nnaammee  wwaass  nnoo  iinnnnoovvaattiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  aass  ccaann  bbee  nnoottiicceedd  bbyy  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  hhiiss  

ccoonntteemmppoorraarriieess..  HHiiss  ffaatthheerr''ss  nnaammee  wwaass  AAbbdd--aallllaahh  ((ssllaavvee  ooff  AAllllaahh)),,  aanndd  hhiiss  uunnccllee  wwaass  ccaalllleedd  

OObbeeiidd--aallllaahh..  BBeessiiddeess,,  tthhee  iinnffiiddeellss  ooff  MMeeccccaa  nneevveerr  oobbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  rreeffeerreennccee  ttoo  AAllllaahh,,  

ffoorr  tthhiiss  wwaass  aa  kkiinndd  ooff  cchhiieeff  ddeeiittyy  aammoonngg  tthhee  ootthheerrss..    

  

TTHHEE  KKAA’’BBAA  

((ttooddaayy  aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ‘‘HHoollyy  MMaassjjiidd’’))  wwaass  aallrreeaaddyy  ddeessccrriibbeedd  aass  aa  sshhrriinnee  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp  bbyy  DDeeooddoorruuss  

SSiiccoolluuss  iinn  6600  BBCC..  IItt  wwaass  uusseedd  ffoorr  iiddooll  wwoorrsshhiipp  aanndd  ooccccuulltt  pprraaccttiicceess  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhhoo  tthheenn  lliinnkkeedd  iitt  ttoo  AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  IIsshhmmaaeell,,  eevveenn  AAddaamm,,  ttoo  ggiivvee  iitt  ccrreeddeennccee..  
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TTHHEE  HHAAJJJJ  

TThhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  wwaass  aallssoo  pprraaccttiicceedd  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ttiimmee..  LLiikkee  ttooddaayy,,  iitt  

iinncclluuddeedd  cciirrccuummaammbbuullaattiinngg  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  tthhee  kkiissssiinngg  ooff  tthhee  BBllaacckk  SSttoonnee,,  vviissiittss  ttoo  tthhee  hhiillllss  ooff  SSaaffaa  

aanndd  MMaarrwwaa  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  rruunn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ttwwoo  hhiillllss,,  aanndd  aallssoo  tthhee  tthhrroowwiinngg  ooff  ssttoonneess  aaggaaiinnsstt  aa  

ssttoonnee  ppiillllaarr,,  ssyymmbboolliizziinngg  IIbblliiss  ((tthhee  ddeevviill))  iinn  WWaaddii  MMiinnaa..  AAllssoo  tthhee  ssllaauugghhtteerriinngg  ooff  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  aatt  

MMiinnaa  wwaass  aa  hheeaatthheenn  pprraaccttiiccee..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aattttrriibbuutteedd  aa  nneeww  hhiissttoorryy  aanndd  mmeeaanniinngg  ttoo  tthhiiss  ppaaggaann  

ccuulltt..  

  

TTHHEE  RRIITTUUAALL  PPRRAAYYEERRSS  

TThhee  nnooww  eexxttiinncctt  ttrriibbee  ooff  tthhee  SSaabbaaeeaannss,,  wwhhoo  lliivveedd  iinn  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  PPeenniinnssuullaarr,,  oobbsseerrvveedd  sseevveenn  ddaaiillyy  

pprraayyeerrss  aatt  aappppooiinntteedd  ttiimmeess..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  sseelleecctteedd  ffiivvee  ooff  tthheessee  ffoorr  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthheeiirr  

nnaammeess  aanndd  ggaavvee  iitt  lleeggiittiimmaaccyy  bbyy  ccllaaiimmiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  wwaass  oorrddaaiinneedd  bbyy  GGoodd,,  wwhhiillee  oonn  hhiiss  nniigghhttllyy  

jjoouurrnneeyy  ttoo  hheeaavveenn  ((‘‘mmiirraajj’’))..  TThhee  SSaabbaaeeaannss  aallssoo  pprraayyeedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ddeeaadd,,  aa  ccuussttoomm  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  

aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  IIssllaamm..  

  

FFAASSTTIINNGG  DDUURRIINNGG  RRAAMMAADDAAAANN  

TThhee  SSaabbaaeeaannss  ffaasstteedd  tthhiirrttyy  ddaayyss  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  aanndd  cceelleebbrraatteedd  tthhee  EEiidd--ffeessttiivvaall  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  aass  tthhee  

bbrreeaakkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffaasstt..  TThhee  ffaasstt  wwaass  pprroolloonnggeedd  bbyy  oonnee  ddaayy,,  sshhoouulldd  tthhee  nneeww  mmoooonn  nnoott  bbee  cclleeaarrllyy  

vviissiibbllee  oonn  EEiidd..  TThhiiss  pprraaccttiiccee  wwaass  aallssoo  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  nneeww  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm..  IInn  tthhee  MMiisshhnnaa  

BBeerrkkhhootthh  ((JJeewwiisshh  TTaallmmuudd))  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  ffaassttiinngg  sshhoouulldd  bbeeggiinn  aanndd  ssttoopp  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  wwhheenn  oonnee  ccaann  

bbeeggiinn  ttoo  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  bbeettwweeeenn  aa  wwhhiittee  aanndd  bbllaacckk  ccoottttoonn--tthhrreeaadd..  TThhiiss  ccuussttoomm  hhaass  aallssoo  bbeeeenn  

iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  IIssllaammiicc  ttrraaddiittiioonnss..  

WWee  ccaannnnoott  aacccceepptt  tthhaatt  tthheessee  iimmiittaattiioonnss  aarree  ppuurreellyy  ccooiinncciiddeennttaall..  WWee  hhoolldd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  wweerree  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  tthheemm  iinnttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  wwhhiillee  ootthheerrss  wweerree  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  

tthhee  HHaaddiitthh..  

TThhee  aassssuummppttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  tthhee  HHaajjjj,,  tthhee  FFaasstt  aanndd  tthhee  PPrraayyeerr  rreegguullaattiioonnss  ddaattee  bbaacckk  ttoo  

AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  IIsshhmmaaeell,,  wwhhoo  iinnttrroodduucceedd  tthheemm  ttoo  AArraabbiiaa,,  ccaannnnoott  ppoossssiibbllyy  bbee  eessttaabblliisshheedd..  IItt  iiss  

uunnbbiibblliiccaall  aanndd  hhiigghhllyy  uunnlliikkeellyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssuurrvviivveedd  22  550000  yyeeaarrss  ooff  vveerrbbaall  ttrraannssmmiissssiioonn  iinn  aa  ppaaggaann  

ssoocciieettyy,,  wwhheenn  nnoo  aacccceeppttaabbllee  ssoouurrccee  pprroovviiddeess  aannyy  eevviiddeennccee  ffoorr  tthhiiss..  

QQUURR’’AANNIICC  CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  TTAAKKEENN  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  JJEEWWIISSHH  TTAALLMMUUDD        

IInn  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  PPeenniinnssuullaa  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  hhaadd  sseettttlleedd  iinn  tthhee  ddiiaassppoorraa  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

tthhee    ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  JJeerruussaalleemm  iinn  7700  AADD..  TThheessee  sseeeemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  llaarrggeellyy  bbeeeenn  gguuiiddeedd  bbyy  lleeggeennddss  

((HHaaggaaddddaa  eettcc..))  aanndd  TTaallmmuuddiicc  wwrriittiinnggss,,  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  TToorraahh..  MMaannyy  JJeewwss  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  

tthhee  TTaallmmuudd  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  ‘‘pprreesseerrvveedd  ttaabblleettss’’  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  TTeenn  CCoommmmaannddmmeennttss,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  

kkeepptt  iinn  tthhee  AArrkk  ooff  tthhee  CCoovveennaanntt  aanndd  wweerree  bbeelliieevveedd  ttoo  bbee  rreepplliiccaass  ooff  tthhee  hheeaavveennllyy  bbooookkss))..  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  eeddiitteedd  tthheessee  ssoouurrcceess,,  aanndd  nnoott  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  iinnttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..      

  

SSAATTAANN’’SS  RREEFFUUSSLL  TTOO  WWOORRSSHHIIPP  AADDAAMM  

TThhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  ffrroomm  SSuurraahh  22::3344  ccaann  bbee  ttrraacceedd  ttoo  tthhee  TTaallmmuudd    ((IIssllaamm  bbyy  AA..  GGuuiillllaauummee,,  pp..  6622))..  
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CCAAIIMM  AANNDD  AABBEELL  

TThhee  wwaayy  tthhee  ssttoorryy  ooff  CCaaiinn  aanndd  AAbbeell  iiss  rreellaatteedd  iinn  SSuurraahh  55::3300--3355  sshhoowwss  qquuiittee  cclleeaarrllyy  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  iiss  

ccooppiieedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  TTaarrgguumm  ooff  JJoonnaatthhaann--bbeenn--UUzzzziiaahh,,  tthhee  TTaarrgguumm  ooff  JJeerruussaalleemm  aanndd  PPiirrkkee  RRaabbbbii  

EElleeaazzaarr..  

  

AABBRRAAHHAAMM  

WWhhaatteevveerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  kknneeww  aabboouutt  AAbbrraahhaamm  iiss  nnoott  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  bbuutt  ffrroomm  JJeewwiisshh  lleeggeennddss,,  tthhee  

ssoouurrccee  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  MMiiddrraasshh  RRaabbbbaahh  ((SSuurraahhss  22::226600;;  66::7744--8844;;  1199::4422--5500;;  2211::5522--7722;;  2266::7700--8822;;  2299::1166++1177;;  3377::8833--8899;;  

4433::2266--3300;;  6600::44))..  

  

TTHHEE  VVIISSIITT  OOFF  TTHHEE  QQUUEEEENN  OOFF  SSHHEEBBAA        

iiss  ffaanncciiffuullllyy  ddeessccrriibbeedd  iinn  SSuurraahh  2277::1177  ffff..  LLiikkee  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssttoorriieess,,  iitt  ddooeess  nnoott  rreefflleecctt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aatt  aallll..  

WWee  ccaann  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  ssoouurrccee,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  wwhhiicchh  eevviiddeennttllyy  iiss  tthhee  IIII  TTaarrgguumm  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk  ooff  EEsstthheerr  

((ppaarraapphhrraasseedd  ttrraannssllaattiioonn)),,  aalltthhoouugghh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  rreeppoorrttss  tthhiiss  aass  ttoo  bbee  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  

  

HHAARRUUTT  AANNDD  MMAARRUUTT    

TThheessee  ttwwoo  aannggeellss  aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  SSuurraahh  22::110022..  HHaarruutt  aanndd  MMaarruutt  wweerree  iiddoollss  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  iinn  

AArrmmeenniiaa..  TThheeiirr  eexxiisstteennccee  wwaass  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  MMaarruutt,,  tthhee  HHiinndduu  ggoodd  ooff  tthhee  wwiinndd..  WWee  ffiinndd  tthhiiss  ssttoorryy  

rreellaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  TTaallmmuudd    ((MMiiddrraasshh  YYaallzzuutt,,  CChhaapptt..  4444))..  

  

SSEEVVEENN  HHEEAAVVEENNSS  AANNDD  SSEEVVEENN  HHEELLLLSS                

TThhee  rreeppoorrttss  ooff  tthheessee  iinn  SSuurraahhss  1155::4444  aanndd  1177::4444  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  ssoouurrccee  iinn  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ccaalllleedd  

HHaaggiiggaahh  aanndd  ZZuuhhaall..  

  

QQUURR’’AANNIICC  CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  TTAAKKEENN  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  AAPPOOCCRRYYPPHHAA      

TThhee  AAppooccrryypphhaa  iiss  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  lleeggeennddss  aanndd  ssttoorriieess  aabboouutt  JJeessuuss,,  mmaaiinnllyy  ffrroomm  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  

CCeennttuurryy,,  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  nnoott  aacccceepptteedd  aass  SSccrriippttuurree  bbyy  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  CChhuurrcchh,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  

lliinnkkeedd  ttoo  tthhee  AAppoossttlleess,,  aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  llaacckkeedd  aauutthheennttiicciittyy..  CChhrriissttiiaann  sseeccttaarriiaannss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  

aaccccoommmmooddaatteedd  tthhee  AAppooccrryypphhaa  aanndd  tthheeiirr  tteeaacchhiinngg  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  ffoouunndd  tthheeiirr  wwaayy  ttoo  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  

PPeenniinnssuullaa..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  oobbvviioouussllyy  hheeaarrdd  tthheessee  ffaabblleess,,  bbeelliieevviinngg  tthheeyy  wweerree  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell..  

AAllssoo  oonnee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ccoonnccuubbiinneess,,  MMaarryy  tthhee  CCoopptt,,  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  rreellaatteedd  tthheessee  ssttoorriieess  ttoo  hhiimm,,  

aanndd  ssoo  WWaarraaqqqqaa  iibbnn  NNaauuffaall,,  aa  ccoouussiinn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ffiirrsstt  wwiiffee  KKhhaaddiijjaahh,,  wwhhoo  iiss  ccaalllleedd  aa  

CChhrriissttiiaann  iinn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh..  IItt  iiss  uunnddeenniiaabbllee  tthhaatt  tthheessee  lleeggeennddss  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  tthhee  aauutthheennttiicc  BBiibbllee  ffoouunndd  

tthheeiirr  wwaayy  iinnttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  

  

JJEESSUUSS        

JJeessuuss’’  nnaammee  iinn  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  QQuurr''aann  iiss  IIssaa..  IInn  SSuurraahh  1199::1166--3311  iitt  iiss  rreellaatteedd  tthhaatt  HHee  wwaass  bboorrnn  uunnddeerr  

ppaallmm  ttrreeeess..  TThhiiss  ssttoorryy  ccaann  bbee  ttrraacceedd  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  ‘‘HHiissttoorryy  ooff  NNaattiivviittyy’’,,  aann  aappooccrryypphhiicc  wwrriittiinngg..  

WWhheenn,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  MMaarryy’’ss  ffaammiillyy  rreebbuukkeedd  hheerr  ffoorr  hhaavviinngg  aa  cchhiilldd  oouuttssiiddee  aa  mmaarriiaaggee  

bboonndd,,  tthhee  nneewwbboorrnn  JJeessuuss  ssppeeaakkss  oouutt  ooff  tthhee  ccrraaddllee  iinn  ddeeffeennssee  ooff  hhiiss  mmootthheerr..  TThhee  ssoouurrccee  ooff  tthhiiss  

lleeggeenndd  iiss  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  ‘‘GGoossppeell  ooff  IInnffaannccyy’’..  ((BBootthh  ssoouurrcceess  aarree  nnoott  bbiibblliiccaall,,  bbuutt  aarree  aappooccrryypphhaall))..  
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IInn  SSuurraahh  33::4499  aanndd  55::111133  iitt  iiss  rreellaatteedd  tthhaatt  aass  aa  cchhiilldd  JJeessuuss  ffoorrmmeedd  aa  bbiirrdd  oouutt  ooff  ccllaayy..  BByy  bbrreeaatthhiinngg  

oonn  iitt,,  hhee  lleett  iitt  ccoommee  aalliivvee  ssoo  tthhaatt  iitt  fflleeww  aawwaayy..  TThhiiss  ssttoorryy  ccoommeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  ‘‘GGoossppeell  ooff  

TThhoommaass’’  ((AAppooccrryypphhaa))..  IInn  SSuurraahh  44::115566  iitt  iiss  rreellaatteedd  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  wwaass  nneeiitthheerr  kkiilllleedd  nnoorr  ccrruucciiffiieedd..  TThhee  

ssoouurrccee  iiss  aa  DDoocceettiicc  oorr  GGnnoossttiicc  hheerreessyy,,  pprroommootteedd  bbyy  BBaassiilliiddeess,,  aann  eeaarrllyy  CChhrriissttiiaann  hheerreettiicc  ooff  tthhee  

sseeccoonndd  cceennttuurryy..    

TThhee  HHaaddiitthh  ssppeeaakkss  ooff  tthhee  rreettuurrnn  ooff  JJeessuuss  iinn  aa  wwaayy  tthhaatt  iiss  ffoorreeiiggnn  ttoo  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  AAtt  hhiiss  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  

eeaarrtthh,,  hhee  wwiillll  ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  lliivvee  ffoorrttyy  yyeeaarrss,,  mmaarrrryy  aanndd  hhaavvee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  tthheenn  ddiiee  aanndd  bbee  bbuurriieedd  nneexxtt  ttoo  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa..  

  

TTHHEE  TTRRIINNIITTYY  OOFF  GGOODD            

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aarree  ssuurrpprriisseedd  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr  iinn  SSuurraahhss  55::111166  aanndd  55::7755++7766  tthhaatt  tthhee  TTrriinniittyy  ccoommpprriisseess  ooff  

GGoodd,,  MMaarryy  aanndd  JJeessuuss..  TThhiiss  tthhoouugghhtt  iiss  ffoorreeiiggnn  ttoo  CChhrriissttiiaannss  aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  bbuutt  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  ffiinnddss  iittss  

oorriiggiinn  iinn  tthhee  vveenneerraattiioonn  ooff  MMaarryy  aass  ‘‘TThhee  MMootthheerr  ooff  GGoodd’’,,  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ssttiillll  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  tthhee  ccaatthhoolliicc  

aanndd  oorrtthhooddooxx  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..  

  

TTHHEE  VVIIRRGGIINN  MMAARRYY          

CChhrriissttiiaannss  rreeaadd  wwiitthh  aassttoonniisshhmmeenntt  iinn  SSuurraahh  1199::2288++2299  tthhaatt  MMaarryy,,  tthhee  MMootthheerr  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  wwaass  aa  ssiisstteerr  

ooff  AAaarroonn..  LLeeaarrnneedd  mmeenn  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  wwhhoo  aarree  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  MMiirriiaamm,,  tthhee  ssiisstteerr  ooff  AAaarroonn,,  aanndd  MMiirriiaamm  oorr  

MMaarryy,,  tthhee  mmootthheerr  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  aarree  sseeppaarraatteedd  bbyy  aa  ggaapp  ooff  11  550000  yyeeaarrss,,  ttrryy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhaatt  MMaarryy,,  tthhee  

mmootthheerr  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  aallssoo  hhaadd  aa  bbrrootthheerr  wwhhoo  wwaass  aallssoo  nnaammeedd  AAaarroonn..  SSiinnccee  MMaarryy  iiss  aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  

ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  IImmrraann  ((SSuurraahh  6666::1122)),,  tthhee  AAmmrraamm  ooff  EExxoodduuss  66::2200,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddiissmmiissss  tthhiiss  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  

ccoovveerr  uupp  aa  hhiissttoorriicc  bblluunnddeerr  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  AAmmrraamm  wwaass  iinnddeeeedd  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  ooff  AAaarroonn,,  MMoosseess  aanndd  

MMiirriiaamm..  TToo  ttoopp  iitt  aallll,,  JJaallaalluu''dd  DDeeeenn  hhaadd  ssttaatteedd  tthhaatt  MMaarryy''ss  mmootthheerr  wwaass  HHaannnnaahh,,  aass  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  

II..SSaamm..11..  IIff  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  bbee  ccoorrrreecctt,,  sshhee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  lliivveedd  aabboouutt  11  000000  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  hheerr  ‘‘ddaauugghhtteerr’’..  

‘‘TThhee  GGoossppeell  ooff  JJaammeess’’,,  aannootthheerr  aappooccrryypphhaall  bbooookk,,  wwaass  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  ooff  tthhee  rreeppoorrtt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ggiirrll  MMaarryy  

lliivveedd  iinn  tthhee  TTeemmppllee,,  rreecceeiivviinngg  ffoooodd  ffrroomm  aannggeellss,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  JJoosseepphh  wwaass  cchhoosseenn  ttoo  bbee  hheerr  hhuussbbaanndd  

bbyy  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  rrooddss,,  aass  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  rreeppoorrttss    SSuurraahh  33::3355++3366  aanndd  4422--4477..  

  

TTHHEE  MMIIRRAAJJ        

TThhiiss  ddeessccrriibbeess  tthhee  aasscceennssiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttoo  tthhee  SSeevveenntthh  HHeeaavveenn  dduurriinngg  aa  mmiirraaccuulloouuss  nniigghhttllyy  

jjoouurrnneeyy  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  ttoo  JJeerruussaalleemm  oonn  aa  hhoorrssee--lliikkee  bbeeaasstt,,  ccaalllleedd  BBuurraaqq..  TThhiiss  ssttoorryy  iiss  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  uuss  

iinn  SSuurraahh  1177..  MMoorree  ddeettaaiill  iiss  ffuurrnniisshheedd  bbyy  aall--BBuukkhhaarrii  ((44..442299,,  44..446622,,  66..224400,,  77..448822,,  77..550088,,  88..558833,,  88..661100))  aanndd  

TTiirrmmiizzii  ((11444455,,  55992200))..  WWee  ccaann  ttrraaccee  tthhiiss  ssttoorryy  bbaacckk  ttoo  aa  ffiiccttiittiioouuss  bbooookk  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ‘‘TTeessttaammeenntt  ooff  

AAbbrraahhaamm’’,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  EEggyypptt((  220000  BBCC))  aanndd  tthheenn  ttrraannssllaatteedd  iinnttoo  GGrreeeekk  aanndd  AArraabbiicc..  

  

TTHHEE  CCAAVVEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSEEVVEENN  SSLLEEEEPPEERRSS            

IItt  iiss  nnoott  ddiiffffiiccuulltt  ttoo  ddeetteecctt  tthhee  ssttrriikkiinngg  rreesseemmbbllaannccee  ooff  tthhiiss  ssttoorryy  ffrroomm  SSuurraahh  1188::99--2266  ttoo  aa  bbooookk  

ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ‘‘SSttoorryy  ooff  MMaarrttyyrrss’’  bbyy  GGrreeggoorryy  ooff  TToouurrss..  IItt  iiss  aa  lleeggeennddaarryy  ttaallee  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  uunnddeerr  

ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn  tthhaatt  ffeellll  aasslleeeepp  iinn  aa  ccaavvee  ffoorr  220000  yyeeaarrss..  TThhee  QQuurr''aann  pprroolloonnggss  tthhiiss  ttoo  330099  yyeeaarrss..  

AAllll  tthhiiss  iiss  aa  hhooppeelleessss  mmiixx--uupp  ooff  hhiissttoorriiccaall  eevveennttss..  WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  wwee,,  iinn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  tthhiiss,,  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  

QQuurr''aann  ttoo  bbee  ttrruuee  aanndd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ttoo  bbee  ccoorrrruupptteedd??    AAllll  tthhee  eevviiddeenncceess  ppooiinntt  ttoo  tthhee  ooppppoossiittee..  
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QQUURR’’AANNIICC  CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  TTAAKKEENN  FFRROOMM  EEAASSTTEERRNN  SSOOUURRCCEESS          

PPAARRAADDIISSEE            

TThhee  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  PPaarraaddiissee  iinn  SSuurraahhss  5555::5566  aanndd  5566::3355++3366,,  wwhhiicchh  ssppeeaakk  ooff  ""wwiiddee--eeyyeedd  HHuurriiss  

wwiitthh  eeyyeess  lliikkee  ppeeaarrllss,,  aa  rreeccoommppeennssee  ffoorr  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  llaabboouurreedd"",,  hhaass  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ppaarraalllleellss  iinn  tthhee  

ZZoorrooaassttrriiaann  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  PPeerrssiiaa,,  wwhheerree  tthheeiirr  nnaammee  iiss  nnoott  HHuurriiss,,  bbuutt  PPaaaarriiss..  

  

TTHHEE  BBAALLAANNCCEESS        

FFoorr  ssoommee  ssttrraannggee  rreeaassoonn,,  ppeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  WWoorrlldd,,  eenntteerrttaaiinn  tthhee  uunnbbiibblliiccaall  iiddeeaa  ooff  aa  sseett  ooff  

bbaallaanncceess,,  wwhhiicchh  GGoodd  wwiillll  ooppeerraattee  oonn  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff  JJuuddggeemmeenntt  ttoo  wweeiigghh  oouurr  ggoooodd  aanndd  bbaadd  ddeeeeddss  

aaggaaiinnsstt  eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  wwhheetthheerr  wwee  qquuaalliiffyy  ffoorr  hheeaavveenn  oorr  hheellll..  IInn  ssttaarrkk  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhiiss  

tthhee  BBiibbllee  tteeaacchheess  eexxpplliicciittllyy  aanndd  rreeppeeaatteeddllyy  tthhaatt  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  iiss  bbyy  ffaaiitthh,,  aanndd  nnoott  bbyy  ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss,,  

aalltthhoouugghh  tthheessee  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  oouuttffllooww  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh..  

AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  bbaallaannccee  aanndd  jjuuddggeemmeenntt  ccoonncceepptt  iiss  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iinn  SSuurraahhss  110011::55++66  aanndd  4422::77,,  

wwee  ddiissccoovveerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  ssoouurrccee  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘TTeessttaammeenntt  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm’’..  ‘‘TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  tthhee  DDeeaadd’’,,  aallssoo  

ffrroomm  EEggyypptt,,  rreeffeerrss  ttoo  jjuuddggeemmeenntt  bbyy  OOssiirriiss,,  aann  EEggyyppttiiaann  ddeeiittyy,,  aanndd  hheerree  tthhee  ssaammee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  

jjuuddggeemmeenntt  bbyy  bbaallaanncceess  iiss  uusseedd..  

  

TTHHEE  SSIIRRAATT        

iiss  aa  bbrriiddggee  tthhaatt  ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  lleeaaddss  oovveerr  aann  aabbyyssss  wwiitthh  hheellll  bbeellooww  oonn  oonneess  wwaayy  ttoo  PPaarraaddiissee,,  aanndd  

wwhhiicchh  oonnllyy  tthhee  ggoooodd  ppeeooppllee  wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ccrroossss..  TThhiiss  ccoonncceepptt  wwaass  wweellll  kknnoowwnn  iinn  PPeerrssiiaa,,  aanndd  iiss  

ccaalllleedd  CChhiinnaavvaadd  ((tthhee  ccoonnnneeccttiinngg  lliinnkk))  iinn  tthhee  ZZoorrooaassttrriiaann  bbooookk  ‘‘DDiinnkkaarrtt’’..  

  

QQUURR’’AANNIICC  CCOONNCCEEPPTTSS  TTAAKKEENN  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  HHAANNIIFFSS  ((HHaanniiffiitteess))  

HHaanniiffss  aarree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ffoolllloowweerrss  ooff  tthhee  ttrruuee  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  mmeenn  wwhhoo  rreejjeecctteedd  

tthhee  ppoollyytthheeiissttiicc  wwoorrsshhiipp  pprreevvaalleenntt  iinn  pprree--IIssllaammiicc  MMeeccccaa..  IInn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhee  ppaaggaannss  tthheeyy  bbeelliieevveedd  

iinn  oonnee  GGoodd,,  tthhee  ‘‘GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm’’..  WWhhiillee  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  mmaakkeess  nnoo  ddiirreecctt  mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthheessee  mmeenn,,  aanndd  

oonnllyy  oonnee  oorr  ttwwoo  AAHHaaddiitthh  rreeffeerr  ttoo  tthheemm,,  tthhee  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  bbyy  IIbbnn  IIsshhaaqq  ggiivveess  ssoommee  

ddeettaaiill..  FFoouurr  mmeenn  aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd  bbyy  nnaammee..  WWee  mmuusstt  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aabboouutt  tthhee  oonnee  

GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm  ddiidd  nnoott  hhaavvee  iittss  ssoouurrccee  iinn  oorraall  ttrraannssmmiissssiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  bbuutt  

rraatthheerr  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  tthhee  JJeewwss  wwhhoo  lliivveedd  iinn  tthheeiirr  nneeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd..  

TThhee  HHaanniiffss,,  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh,,  hhaadd  aa  ccoommmmoonn  bbeelliieeff....  AAllll  tthhrreeee  rreejjeecctteedd  iiddooll  wwoorrsshhiipp  aanndd  

tthhee  bbuurryyiinngg  ooff  iinnffaanntt  ggiirrllss,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  aann  AArraabbiiaann  pprraaccttiiccee..  TThheeyy  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  ‘‘uunniittyy  ooff  GGoodd’’,,  

wwhhaatteevveerr  tthhaatt  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  mmeeaann,,  bbeelliieevveedd  iinn  PPaarraaddiissee  aanndd  hheellll,,  aanndd  ccaallll  AAllllaahh  ‘‘LLoorrdd  MMoosstt  

MMeerrcciiffuull  aanndd  CCoommppaassssiioonnaattee’’..  IItt  iiss  mmoosstt  pprroobbaabbllee  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhheenn  hhee  wwiitthhddrreeww  ttoo  tthhee  

ccaavvee  ooff  HHiirraa,,  mmeett  ZZaaiidd--iibbnn--AAmmrr,,  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm..  HHee  ttoooo  wwaass  rreejjeecctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss..  IItt  wwaass  ffoorr  tthhee  

ssttaatteemmeenntt  ''II  wwoorrsshhiipp  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm''..  HHee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  eexxppeelllleedd  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  lliivveedd  oonn  

MMoouunntt  HHiirraa..  IInn  pprree--IIssllaammiicc  AArraabbiiaa  tthhee  wwoorrdd  HHaanniiff  mmeeaanntt  ''uunncclleeaann''  oorr  ''aappoossttaattee'',,  bbeeccaauussee  HHaanniiffss  

hhaadd  aabbaannddoonneedd  tthheeiirr  ffoorrmmeerr  rreelliiggiioonn..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  ggaavvee  tthhiiss  wwoorrdd  aa  ppoossiittiivvee  ccoonnnnoottaattiioonn..  IItt  nnooww  

mmeeaannss  ''oonnee  tthhaatt  iiss  iinncclliinneedd  ttoo  GGoodd'',,  oorr  iiss  ssiimmppllyy  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  mmeeaann  ''oorrtthhooddooxx''..  BByy  iimmpplliiccaattiioonn  

AAbbrraahhaamm  wwaass  aa  HHaanniiff  ((SSuurraahhss  44::112255;;  33::9955  aanndd  66::116611))..  TThhee  MMeeccccaannss  wweerree  ssttrroonnggllyy  aaddmmoonniisshheedd  

bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd:: 
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 Verily my Lord hath guided me to a way that is straight, a religion of right the 

path (trod) by Abraham the true in faith and he (certainly) joined not gods with 

Allah. 

   

IItt  iiss  ssaadd  ttoo  rreeaalliizzee  tthhaatt  ttooddaayy''ss  MMuusslliimmss  ddoo  nnoott  ffoollllooww  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm..  HHaadd  tthheeyy  ttuurrnneedd  ttoo  

tthhee  TTaauurraatt  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aabboouutt  hhiimm,,  hhiissttoorryy  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  ttaakkeenn  aannootthheerr  ccoouurrssee..  

IItt  iiss  rreevveeaalliinngg  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  lliivveess  aanndd  ffaattee  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurr  HHaanniiffss  aass  ttoolldd  iinn  tthhee  ""SSiirraattuutt--uull  RRaassuull""  bbyy  

iibbnn  IIsshhaaqq,,  tthhee  eeaarrlliieesstt  bbiiooggrraapphheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd::  

 

 One day when the Quraysh had assembled on a feast day to venerate and 

circumambulate the idol to which they offered sacrifices, this being a feast 

which they held annually, four men drew apart secretly and agreed to keep 

their counsel in the bonds of friendship. They were Waraqa b.Naufal, 

Ubaydullah b.Jahsh, whose mother was Umayma d.'Abdu'l Muttalib, Uthman 

b.al-Huwayrith and Zayd b.'Amr. They were of the opinion that their people 

had corrupted the religion of their father Abraham, and that the stone they 

went round was of no account; it could neither hear, nor see, nor hurt, nor 

help. 'Find for yourselves a religion',, they said, 'for by God you have none'.  

So they went their several ways in the lands, seeking the Hanifiya, the religion 

of Abraham. 

 Waraqa attached himself to Christianity and studied its Scriptures until he 

had thoroughly mastered them. 'Ubaydullah went on searching until Islam 

came; then he migrated with the Muslims to Abyssinia taking with him his wife 

who was a Muslim, Umm Habiba. When he arrived there he adopted 

Christianity, parted from Islam, and died a Christian in Abyssinia. 

 After his death the apostle married his widow Umm Habiba. Uthman b.al-

Huwayrith went to the Byzantine emperor and became a Christian. He was 

given high office there. Zayd b.'Amr stayed as he was: he accepted neither 

Judaism nor Christianity. He abandoned the religion of his people and 

abstained from idols, animals that had died, blood, and things offered to idols. 

He forbade the killing of infant daughters, saying that he worshipped the God 

of Abraham, and he publicly rebuked his people for their practices. 

 Hisham b.'Urwa from his father on the authority of his mother Asma d.Abu 

Bakr said that she saw Zayd as a very old man leaning his back on the Ka'ba 

and saying: 'O Quraysh, By Him in whose hand is the soul of Zayd, not one of 

you follows the religion of Abraham but I'. Then he said: 'O God, if I know 

how you wished to be worshipped I would so worship you; but I do not know'. 

Then he prostrated himself on the palms of his hands". 

        Most significant is perhaps a statement of Ubaid Ubaydullah b.Jahsh: 

 “While living there [i.e. Ethiopia], he he converted to Christianity and died 

a Christian. After his conversion, he said to his companions who had 

migrated with him to Abyssuina, ‘We have clearly come to know the truth, 

but you still search for it and have not yet seen anything ‘. 

 With these words he employed an expression that is used when a young dog 

opens its eyes for the first time, seeing nothing clearly. 
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                 AN EVALUATION 

CCaann  oonnee  rreeaassoonnaabbllyy  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaannyy  ssiimmiillaarriittiieess  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  oonn  tthhee  oonnee  hhaanndd,,  aanndd  

tthhee  AAppooccrryypphhaa,,  TTaallmmuuddiicc,,  PPeerrssiiaann  aanndd  ootthheerr  wwrriittiinnggss  aarree  ppuurreellyy  ccooiinncciiddeennttaall??  TThhee  oodddd  oonnee  mmaayy  

wweellll  bbee..  KKnnoowwiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wwaass  ccoonnttaacctt  bbeettwweeeenn  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd    JJeewwss  aanndd  sseeccttaarriiaann  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  

wwhhoo  uusseedd  tthhee  ssttoorriieess  wwhhiicchh  rreeaappppeeaarreedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  wwee  hhaavvee  lliittttllee  cchhooiiccee,,  bbuutt  ttoo  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  

tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  wwaass  aauutthhoorreedd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  TThhee  ddiissssiimmiillaarriittiieess  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  tteexxtt  aanndd  iittss  

ffaanncciiffuull  aanndd  iinnccoorrrreecctt  aappppeeaarraannccee  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ccaannnnoott  bbee  eexxppllaaiinneedd  ootthheerr  tthhaann  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee  wwaass  aatt  bbeesstt  ssccaannttyy  aanndd  ppoooorr,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  mmiisslleedd  iinnttoo  bbeelliieevviinngg  tthhaatt  

tthhee  lleeggeennddaarryy  ttaalleess  hhee  hheeaarrdd  wweerree  aaccttuuaallllyy  bbiibblliiccaall..  

WWee  aallssoo  rreemmeemmbbeerr  SSaallmmaann,,  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann,,  wwhhoo  iiss  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  SSiirraattuutt--uull  RRaassuull  aanndd  iinnddiirreeccttllyy  

iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  HHee  wwaass  ssuussppeecctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  AArraabbss  ttoo  bbee  ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  ttaauugghhtt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((SSuurraahh  1166::110022++110033))..    

((MMuucchh  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  gglleeaanneedd  ffrroomm  TThhee  SSoouurrccee  ooff  IIssllaamm    bbyy  WW..  

SStt..CCllaaiirreeTTiissddaallll..))  

  

                                                                                                      TTHHEE  HHAADDIITTHH  

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  DDEEFFIINNIITTIIOONN        

TThhee  aaHHaaddiitthh  ((ppll..  ooff  HHaaddiitthh))  aarree  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  aabboouutt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  lliiffee..  TThhee  ppuurrppoossee  iiss  

ttwwooffoolldd::  

  **  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett  tthhee  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  rriigghhttllyy::  TTaaffssiirr..  

  **  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  iimmiittaattee  tthhee  lliiffee  ssttyyllee  ooff    MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  SSuucchh  iimmiittaattiioonn  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  

hhiigghhllyy  mmeerriittoorriioouuss..  TThhiiss  iiss  ccaalllleedd  SSuunnnnaahh  ((==    ''ppaatthh'',,  ''wwaayy'',,  ''mmaannnneerr  ooff  lliiffee''))..  

  Since only a few people are sure of the morality of their actions, it has always 

been considered a 'good' way to do what most people do. To copy the one who 

was Allah's chosen Prophet, who must have been well-pleasing to Allah, is 

surely to follow the best example. 
     Jens Christensen 

  

IInn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  sseeeekkss  gguuiiddaannccee  ffoorr  hhiiss  lliiffee--ssttyyllee..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss  aanndd  

rriigghhtt  aaccttiioonn  eeaarrnn  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee  iinn  PPaarraaddiissee,,  aanndd  tthheessee  aarree  oobbttaaiinneedd  bbyy  ‘‘aall--hhiiddaayyaa’’,,  ‘‘rriigghhtt  gguuiiddaannccee’’..  

SSiinnccee  MMuusslliimmss  ccoonnssiiddeerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  lliiffee  aanndd  eevveerryyddaayy  wwaallkk  aanndd  ttaallkk  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  iinnssppiirreedd,,  tthhee  

ccooppyyiinngg  ooff  wwhhaatt  hhee  ddiidd,,  sseeeemmss  ttoo  MMuusslliimm  bbeelliieevveerrss  tthhee  ssaaffeesstt  wwaayy  ttoo  pplleeaassee  AAllllaahh..    IInn  rreeaall  tteerrmmss  

tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee  ooff  MMuusslliimmss  cceenntteerrss  mmoorree  oonn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  tthhaann  oonn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann::    

 

 Some of us met to exchange Hadith reports. One fellow said: 'Enough of this! 

Refer to the Book of Allah'. Imran b.Husain said: 'You are a fool! Do you find 

in the Book of Allah the prayers explained in detail? Or the Fast? The Qur'an 

refers to them in general terms only. It is the Sunnah which supplies the 

detailed explanation'. 
 "L'tibar" by al Hamda 

 

 

  
  

TThhee  HHaaddiitthh  iiss  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  bbiiooggrraapphhiicc  rreeppoorrttss  aabboouutt  

tthhee  ssaayyiinnggss,,  ccuussttoommss  aanndd  ddooiinnggss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  hhiiss  

ccoommppaanniioonnss;;  tthheeyy  aallssoo  rreefflleecctt  oonn  wwhhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

pprreessccrriibbeedd,,  oorrddeerreedd,,  ttoolleerraatteedd  iinn  hhiiss  pprreesseennccee  oorr  

ffoorrbbaaddee.. 
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AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  aaHHaaddiitthh  wweerree  ccoolllleecctteedd  aanndd  wwrriitttteenn  ddoowwnn  mmuucchh  llaatteerr  ((aabboouutt  225500--330000  yyeeaarrss)),,  tthhee  

iimmiittaattiioonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  lliiffee  wwaass  eennccoouurraaggeedd  bbyy  hhiimm  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg::   

   

 Yahya related to me from Malik that he heard that the Messenger of Allah, may 

Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, "I have left two matters with you. 

As long as you hold to them, you will not go the wrong way. They are the Book 

of Allah and the Sunna of His Prophet.  Al-Muwatta,  Hadith 46.3 

 

 Abu Huraira reprted:  I heard Allah's Apostle saying, … ‘’He who obeys me, 

obeys Allah, and he who disobeys me, disobeys Allah’.                                                          
Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 4.204 

 

 IInn  pprraaccttiiccaall  tteerrmmss  iitt  llooookkss  ssoommeewwhhaatt  lliikkee  tthhiiss:: 

 Narrated byZaid bin Aslam from his father who said: "Umar bin Al-Khattab 

addressed the Corner (Black Stone) saying, 'By Allah! I know that you are a 

stone and can neither benefit nor harm. Had I not seen the Prophet touching 

(and kissing) you, I would never have touched (and kissed) you.' Then he 

kissed it .  Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 2.675 

 

AAbbdduullllaahh  iibbnn--UUmmaarr  wwaass  sseeeenn  rriiddiinngg  hhiiss  ccaammeell  iinn  aa  cciirrccllee  aatt  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ppllaaccee..  WWhheenn  

qquueessttiioonneedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  tthhiiss  eexxeerrcciissee,,  hhee  ssaaiidd::  ""TThhaatt  II  kknnooww  nnoott,,  oonnllyy  II  hhaavvee  sseeeenn  

tthhee  PPrroopphheett  ddoo  ssoo  hheerree""..  

AAhhmmaadd--iibbnn--HHaammbbaall  wwoouulldd  nnoott  eeaatt  wwaatteerrmmeelloonn,,  bbeeccaauussee  aalltthhoouugghh  hhee  kknneeww  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  aattee  

tthheemm,,  hhee  ddiidd  nnoott  kknnooww  wwhheetthheerr  hhee  aattee  tthheemm  wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  rriinndd,,  oorr  wwhheetthheerr  hhee  bbrrookkee,,  

bbiitt  oorr  ccuutt  tthheemm..  EEvveenn  ssoo,,  hhiiss  aaccttiioonn  wwaass  nnoott  SSuunnnnaahh,,  ffoorr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ddiidd  eeaatt  wwaatteerrmmeelloonnss!!  

  

TTHHEE  CCOONNTTEENNTTSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  aaHHAADDIITTHH  ……  

……ccoovveerr  jjuusstt  aabboouutt  eevveerryy  aassppeecctt  ooff  lliiffee::  

TThhee  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  iittss  rreevveellaattiioonn  aanndd  ccoolllleeccttiioonn,,  ffaaiitthh,,  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  aabblluuttiioonn  ((rriittuuaall  wwaasshhiinnggss)),,  

pprraayyeerrss,,  ffuunneerraallss,,  cchhaarriittyy,,  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee,,  ffaassttiinngg,,  bbuussiinneessss  ooff  aallll  kkiinnddss,,  ssllaavveerryy,,  tteessttaammeennttss,,  tthhee  

''hhoollyy  wwaarr'',,  pprroopphheettss,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  tthhee  vviirrttuueess  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  ddiivvoorrccee,,  ffoooodd  aanndd  eeaattiinngg,,  

mmeeddiicciinneess,,  ssaaccrriiffiicceess,,  ddrreessss  aanndd  mmaannnneerrss,,  pprree--ddeessttiinnaattiioonn,,  ooaatthhss,,  iinnhheerriittaannccee,,  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  

ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooff  aappoossttaatteess  ffrroomm  IIssllaamm,,  ddrreeaammss,,  cclleeaannlliinneessss  aanndd  eetteerrnnaall  jjuuddggmmeenntt,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  ttrriivviiaall  

tthhiinnggss  ssuucchh  aass  ssnneeeezziinngg,,  yyaawwnniinngg,,  tthhee  ttrriimmmmiinngg  ooff  aa  bbeeaarrdd,,  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ppeerrffuummee,,  tthhee  cclleeaanniinngg  ooff  

tthhee  tteeeetthh  aanndd  nnoossee  aanndd  tthhee  uussee  ooff  aa  ttooiilleett..  

OOtthheerr  aaHHaaddiitthh  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  ddiieettaarryy  pprreessccrriippttiioonnss,,  hhyyggiieennee,,  ppeerrffuummee  aanndd  aann  iinnssiigghhtt  iinnttoo  PPaarraaddiissee::     

 Jabir reported that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) commanded 

the licking of fingers and the dish, saying: 'You do not know in what portion 

the blessing lies'". 

 "Ibn 'Abbas reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: 

'When any one of you eats food he should not wipe his hand until he has licked 

it himself or has given it to someone else to lick'. 
 Sahih Muslim III, p. 1119-1120 
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 Umm Sulaym reported that “Allah's Apostle (peace be upon him) visited her 

house and (took rest) and she spread a piece of cloth for him and he had a siesta 

on it. And he sweated profusely and she collected his sweat and put it in a 

perfume and in bottles. Allah's Apostle (peace be upon him) said: Umm Sulaym, 

what is this? She said: It is your sweat, which I put in my perfume.”                                          
Sahih Muslim, Hadith 5763  

 It is narrated by Jabir ibn Abdullah that “I heard Allah's Apostle (peace be upon 

him) as saying that the inmates of Paradise would eat and drink but would 

neither spit, nor pass water, nor void excrement, nor suffer catarrh. It was said: 

Then, what would happen with food? Thereupon he said: They would belch and 

sweat (and it would be over with their food), and their sweat would be that of 

musk and they would glorify and praise Allah as easily as you breathe.                           
Sahih Muslim, Hadith 6798 

 

On a more serious level, all that Muslims should and should not do is listed. Some more  

unusual Hadith may give us some insight: 

 

 It is narrated byAbu Talha that “the Prophet said, "Angels do not enter a 

house in which there is a dog or there are pictures." 
 Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 7.833 

 It is narrated by Ayesha: “I purchased a cushion with pictures on it. The 

Prophet (came and) stood at the door but did not enter. I said (to him), "I 

repent to Allah for what (the guilt) I have done." He said, "What is this 

cushion?" I said, "It is for you to sit on and recline on." He said, "The makers 

of these pictures will be punished on the Day of Resurrection.'" 
 Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 7.840 

 

 Ayesha reported that “the Prophet entered upon me while there was a curtain 

having pictures (of animals) in the house. His face got red with anger, and 

then he got hold of the curtain and tore it into pieces. The Prophet said, "Such 

people as paint these pictures will receive the severest punishment on the Day 

of Resurrection ." 
 Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 8.130 

 

TThheessee  aaHHaaddiitthh  aarree  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  MMuusslliimm  hhoommeess  bbeeiinngg  ddeeccoorraatteedd  aallmmoosstt  eexxcclluussiivveellyy  wwiitthh  

ppiiccttuurreess  ooff  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  oorr  QQuurr''aann  vveerrsseess  iinn  ccaalllliiggrraapphhiicc  ((oorrnnaammeennttaall))  wwrriittiinngg..  AAllll  ootthheerr  

mmoottiivveess  aarree  ‘‘hhaarraaaamm’’,,  tthhaatt  iiss  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn..  IIrroonniiccaallllyy  wwee  sseeee  MMuusslliimmss  uussee  aa  ccaammeerraa  aanndd  

wwaattcchhiinngg  TTVV!! 

 It is narrated by Buraydah ibn al-Hasib that “Allah's Apostle (peace be upon 

him) said: He who played chess is like one who dyed his hand with the flesh 

and blood of swine.” Sahih Muslim, Hadith 5612  

"Jabir b.'Abdullah reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as 

saying: None of you should lie on his back and place one of his feet upon the 

other" 

 Narrated by Asma: “A woman asked the Prophet saying, "0 Allah's Apostle! 

My daughter got measles and her hair fell out. Now that I got her married, 

may I let her use false hair?" He said (to her), "Allah has cursed the lady 
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who lengthens hair artificially and the one who gets her hair lengthened 

artificially."  Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 7.824 

 Yahya related to me from Malik that Humayd ibn Qays al-Makki said, "A man 

came to the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 

with the two sons of Jafar ibn Abi Talib. He said to their nursemaid, 'Why do I 

see them so thin?' Their nursemaid said, 'Messenger of Allah, the evil eye goes 

quickly to them. Nothing stops us from asking someone to make talismans 

(using ayats of Qur'an) for them, except that we do not know what of that 

would agree with you.' The Messenger of ,Allah, may Allah bless him and 

grant him peace, said, 'Make talismans for them. Had anything been able to 

precede the decree, the evil eye would precede it.' "  Al-Muwatta, Hadith 50.3 

 

 Abd Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: 

'Let there be the curse of Allah upon the thief who steals an egg and his hand 

is cut off, and steals a rope and his hand is cut off. Sahih Muslim II, p. 908 

 

      SSoommee  HHaaddiitthh  wwiillll  ccaauussee  uuss  ttoo  ssmmiillee..  WWee  oobbvviioouussllyy  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthheemm  wwiitthh  aa  ''ppiinncchh  ooff  ssaalltt'':: 

 Ibn Umar reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: A 

believer eats in one intestine, whereas a non-believer eats in seven intestines. 
 Sahih Muslim III, p. 1137 

 Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah said: 'When a fly falls in 

[sic] the utensil of some one of you, immerge [sic] it, because there is disease 

in one of its wings and cure in another, and also because it first throws its wing 

wherein there is disease. So immerge [sic] it entirely.  Mishkat II, p. 152 

      

  AAnnootthheerr  HHaaddiitthh  rreeccoorrddss:: 

 Narrated byAbu Huraira: “The Prophet said, ‘Allah loves sneezing but 

dislikes yawning; so if anyone of you sneezes and then praises Allah, every 

Muslim who hears him (praising Allah) has to say Tashmit to him. But as 

regards yawning, it is from Satan, so if one of you yawns, he should try his best 

to stop it, for when anyone of you yawns, Satan laughs at him.’" 
 Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 8.245 

  

      TThhee  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  ooff  tthhee  MMiisshhkkaatt  eexxppllaaiinnss:: 

 Yawning is the result of sloth and sluggishness and has therefore been termed 

coming from the devil, and sneezing is the result of sound brain and sound 

health and is therefore termed as coming from an angel. Whenever a man 

yawns, he should cover his mouth with cloth or hands, as something injurious 

may enter there.   Mishkat I, p. 589-590  

 
 

   TThhee  HHaaddiitthh  ccoolllleeccttoorr  MMuusslliimm  iinn  aannootthheerr  ffoooottnnoottee  tthhrroowwss  mmoorree  lliigghhtt  oonn  tthhiiss  ttooppiicc:: 

 Sneezing was spoken of as good as it makes the brain clear, and yawning was 

spoken of as coming from the devil as it comes out as a result of sloth and 

idleness. (ibid.) 
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 "The son of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported on the authority of his father that 

Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: 'When one of you yawns, he 

should try to restrain it with the help of his hand since it is the Satan that 

enters therein.  Sahih Muslim IV, p. 1540 

  

  

TTHHEE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  TTRRUUSSTTWWOORRTTHHIINNEESSSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  HHAADDIITTHH          

AAss  ssoooonn  aass  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  ddiieedd,,  qquueessttiioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  ffuullffiillllmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ddeemmaanndd  ttoo  lliivvee  

aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  SSuunnnnaahh,,  aarroossee..  AAnndd  ffrroomm  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  tthhee  TTrraaddiittiioonnss  wweerree  uusseedd  ttoo  ffiinndd  tthhee  

rreessppeeccttiivvee  aannsswweerrss..  IItt  bbeeccaammee  aann  oorraall  ttrraaddiittiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  ffrroomm  ggeenneerraattiioonn  ttoo  

ggeenneerraattiioonn  ffoorr  225500  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  mmoorree..  

OOnnee  ccaann  hhaarrddllyy  eexxppeecctt  ddiissttoorrttiioonnss  oorr  iinnaaccccuurraacciieess  ttoo  bbee  aavvooiiddeedd..  AAnndd  tthhaatt  hhaappppeenneedd..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  

tthheeoollooggiiaannss  wwhhoo  nneeeeddeedd  bbaacckkiinngg  ffoorr  cceerrttaaiinn  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonnss  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn,,  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  

wwaanntteedd  ttoo  pprrooppaaggaattee,,  wwiitthh  aaHHaaddiitthh  ooff  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  mmaakkiinngg..  

SSoobbeerr  ssccrruuttiinnyy  wwiillll  ccaasstt  ddoouubbtt  oonn  tthhee  rreelliiaabbiilliittyy  ooff  mmaannyy  aa  HHaaddiitthh..  TThhee  mmooddee  ooff  ccoolllleeccttiioonn,,  

sseelleeccttiioonn  aanndd  ccoollllaattiioonn  bbyy  tthhee  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  HHaaddiitthh  ccoolllleeccttoorrss  aaddddss  ttoo  tthhee  ddiilleemmmmaa..  TToo  ggiivvee  aann  

eexxaammppllee::  AAbbuu  DDaa''uudd,,  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm,,  aacccceepptteedd  oonnllyy  44  880000  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  oouutt  ooff  aa  mmaassss  ooff  550000  000000..  

AAlltthhoouugghh  hhee  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  vveerryy  ccrriittiiccaall  iinn  hhiiss  aasssseessssmmeenntt  aanndd  sseelleeccttiioonn,,  hhee  ssttaatteess  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaass  

wwrriitttteenn  ddoowwnn  oonnllyy  ""tthhoossee  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee  aauutthheennttiicc  aanndd  tthhoossee  wwhhiicchh  aarree  nneeaarrllyy  ssoo""..    ((IIbbnn--

KKhhaalliikkaann  VVooll..  II,,  pp..  ll5599))..  

OOff  4400  000000  HHaaddiitthh  ttrraannssmmiitttteerrss,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  iinnssttrruummeennttaall  iinn  hhaannddiinngg  ddoowwnn  TTrraaddiittiioonnss,,  aall--

BBuukkhhaarrii  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeess  oonnllyy  22  000000  aass  rreelliiaabbllee  aauutthhoorriittiieess..  FFrroomm  660000  000000  aaHHaaddiitthh  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  

ggaatthheerreedd,,  hhee  sseelleecctteedd  aa  mmeerree  77  220000,,  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aabboouutt  hhaallff  aarree  dduupplliiccaatteess  ooff  ootthheerrss..  EEaacchh  sseelleeccttiioonn  

wwaass  ddoonnee  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  jjuuddggeemmeenntt  ooff  oonnllyy  tthhee  oonnee  iinnddiivviidduuaall  ccoolllleeccttoorr..  AAll--BBuukkhhaarrii  sseelleecctteedd  

11..22%%  ooff  tthhee  aavvaaiillaabbllee  mmaatteerriiaall  wweellll  oovveerr  220000  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  rreeccoorrddeedd  eevveennttss  ssuuppppoosseeddllyy  ttooookk  

ppllaaccee..  BByy  ccoommppaarriissoonn  wwee  wwoouulldd  ttooddaayy  hhaavvee  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  ooff  tthhee  rreeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  hhaappppeenniinnggss  tthhaatt  hhaadd  

bbeeeenn  oorraallllyy  ttrraannssmmiitttteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  GGeeoorrggee  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn   

 Abu Hurairah reported on the authority of Zaid ibn Sabet who told Nu'man ibn 

Amr who heard it from Safwan ibn Solaim that: '...' 

TThhee  aaccttuuaall  HHaaddiitthh  tthheenn  ffoolllloowwss  ssuucchh  aa  cchhaaiinn  ooff  rreeffeerreennccee..    

AA  ggrraaddiinngg  iinnttoo  ddeeggrreeeess  ooff  rreelliiaabbiilliittyy  wwaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd..  AA  HHaaddiissuu''ss--SSaahhiihh  iiss  aa  ''ggeennuuiinnee  ttrraaddiittiioonn'',,  

hhaannddeedd  ddoowwnn  bbyy  ttrruullyy  ppiioouuss  ppeerrssoonnss,,  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  iinntteeggrriittyy..  AAnndd  tthheenn  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhee  

HHaaddiissuu''ss--ZZaa''iiff,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aa  ''wweeaakk  ttrraaddiittiioonn''..  AAnnootthheerr  sscchhooooll  ddiivviiddeess  tthheemm  iinnttoo  ''eexxhhoorrtteedd  

ttrraaddiittiioonnss'',,  ''rreessttrriicctteedd  ttrraaddiittiioonnss''  aanndd  ''iinntteerrsseecctteedd  ttrraaddiittiioonnss''..  YYeett  aannootthheerr  oonnee  ddiivviiddeess  tthhee  

HHaaddiitthh  iinnttoo  ''uunnddoouubbtteedd  ttrraaddiittiioonn'',,  ''wweellll--kknnoowwnn  ttrraaddiittiioonn'',,  ''rraarree  ttrraaddiittiioonn'',,  ''ppoooorr  ttrraaddiittiioonn''  aanndd  

aa  ''ssiinnggllee  ssaayyiinngg''..  AAllll  tthhiiss  aafftteerr  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  eexxtteennssiivveellyy  ssiifftteedd  bbyy  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttoorrss!!  

FFrroomm  tthhee  hhoosstt  ooff  TTrraaddiittiioonn--ccoolllleeccttiioonnss  ((ssoommee  11446655!!)),,  MMuusslliimm  sscchhoollaarrss  hhaavvee  sseelleecctteedd  ssiixx,,  wwhhiicchh,,  

aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthheeiirr  jjuuddggmmeenntt,,  wweerree  aauutthheennttiicc..  TThheessee  aarree  nnooww  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  ''ccoorrrreecctt  bbooookkss''  ((SSiihhaahhuu''ss  

SSiittttaahh))  TThheeyy  aarree  nnaammeedd  aafftteerr  tthheeiirr  ccoolllleeccttoorrss..  

SSttrraannggeellyy,,  tthhee  cchhiieeff  mmeetthhoodd  ffoorr  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  tthhee  ttrruussttwwoorrtthhiinneessss  aa  HHaaddiitthh,,  iiss  tthhee  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  ‘‘cchhaaiinn  ooff  ttrraannssmmiitttteerrss’’  ((AArraabb..''iissnnaadd''))..  TThhiiss  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  ddeetteecctt  aannyy  uunnrreelliiaabbllee  TTrraaddiittiioonn..  AA  

ttyyppiiccaall  ‘‘iissnnaadd’’  llooookkss  ssoommeewwhhaatt  lliikkee  tthhiiss::    
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IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  wwee  aallssoo  hhaavvee  ttoo  mmeennttiioonn  tthhee  MMiisshhkkaatt  ((oorr  mmoorree  eexxaaccttllyy,,  tthhee  ''MMiisshhkkaattuu''ll--MMaassaabbiihh'')):: 

 ...being a collection of most authentic sayings and doings of the Prophet 

Muhammad selected from the most reliable collections of Hadith literature...  
 al-Baghawi 

TThhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  tthhee  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  aanndd  jjuuddiicciiaall  ssyysstteemm  aanndd  iittss  pprraaccttiiccaall  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  iiss,,  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  

QQuurr''aann,,  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthheessee  bbooookkss.. 

  

SSOOMMEE  IISSLLAAMMIICC  TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  OONN  OOBBEEDDIIEENNCCEE  TTOO  TTHHEE  TTRRAADDIITTIIOONNSS      

TThhee  ccoommmmeennttaarryy  ooff  tthhee  ''MMiisshhkkaatt''  tteeaacchheess  MMuusslliimmss:: 

 The traditions of the Holy Prophet have got paramount importance side by 

side with the Qur'an in the formation of a religious life of a human being for 

the attainment of perfection. Indeed the Qur'an minus Hadis remains 

unintelligible in many cases in the work-a-day life of a man. It is the very 

injunction of the Quran to follow the Prophet in all his deeds and sayings. 

Therefore, if the Quran is believed, there is no other alternative, but to 

believe in the Hadis of the Prophet. Some of the verses that have been 

revealed in this connection are as follows:  

 Say, if you love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you.   Surah 3:31.               

 Most certainly it is the word of an honoured Apostle, the possessor of strength, 

having an honourable place with the Lord of the Throne - one to be obeyed, 

and faithful in trust.                    

 Jaber reported that the Messenger of Allah said on the Farewell Pilgrimage: 

“And I have left among you a thing if you adhere to, you will never be 

misguided after me - the Book of Allah and what you get from me by 

questions.”(=Hadith) 

 Once a copy of the Torah was seen in the hand of a companion. The prophet 

got enraged and said: By One in whose hand there is my life, had Moses come 

to you and you would have followed him and left me, you would have certainly 

gone astray from the right path. Had Moses been alive and would have 

reached my prophethood, he would have certainly followed me.” (I:20w). 

 Jalaluddin Sayuti says: If one seeks the Qur'an he shall seek 'Sunnah' because 

it is the commentary of the Qur'an and its explanation. Darimi reported that 

Hasan said: Gabriel revealed 'Sunnah' to the Holy Prophet as He revealed the 

Qur'an to him. He says also that 'Sunnah' is a judge upon the Qur'an and not 

  

                  11..      aall--BBuukkhhaarrii          ((225566  AAHH))  

                  22..      MMuusslliimm          ((226611  AAHH))  

                  33..      aatt--TTiirrmmiizzii          ((227799  AAHH))  

                  44..      AAbbuu--DDaa''uudd          ((227755  AAHH))  

                  55..      AAbbuu--AAbbddii''rr--RRaahhmmaann      ((330033  AAHH))  

                  66..      AAbbuu  AAbbddii''llllaahh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((227733  AAHH))  
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the Qur'an upon Sunnah. Hedayah says: Hadis is a hidden revelation and that 

which differs from Hadis to the extent of a hair shall be given up. 

 From the above verses, traditions and sayings of theologians, it is now beyond 

question that all Muslims to whatever ages and climes do they belong, must 

necessarily follow the Hadis of the Holy Prophet. 
 Mishkat I, p. 3-5 – Introduction 

 

         TThhee  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  ooff  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  ooff  SSaahhiihh  MMuusslliimm  eexxhhoorrttss:: 

 We have been told in clear terms that the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon 

him) neither said anything nor did anything of his own accord; whatever he 

said and whatever he did emanated from the Lord: 

  He does not speak of his own desire   Surah 53:3. 

  Say, I follow only that which is revealed to me from my Lord      Surah 7:203. 

 All the utterances and deeds of the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) are 

thus divinely inspired, and in them alone can one find the true meaning and 

the real significance of the Will of Allah. 

 Mere transmission of the Book of Allah to the people faithfully and sincerely 

does not exhaust the Prophet's duties. On him also lies the responsibility of 

explaining the real purpose of the Qur'anic teachings and then giving them a 

visible shape so that mankind may see, along with the injunctions of  

 Words alone, however powerful and however pointed, cannot be fully 

comprehended unless these conjure before our minds definite forms and 

shapes. Similarly, precepts, however valuable, can be best understood only 

when these are supported by living examples. 

 It is indeed a boundless favour of Allah to humanity that, along with His 

message, He also sent to us His Messenger to elaborate and elucidate it, and 

then transmute it into practical reality under his direct guidance. 

 And We have sent unto thee the Admonition that thou mayest expound unto 

mankind that which hath been revealed towards them. 

 As a final dispenser of the Message of Allah, the Prophet alone is best fitted 

and, therefore, divinely authorized to determine the meanings of the Holy 

Qur'an, to unfold before humanity the deep wisdom contained in it. 

 The Prophet is no doubt human, but his leadership is divinely inspired and 

none can be called a Muslim who does not accept this basic doctrine of the 

Holy Qur'an. 

  Say (O Muhammad): If you love Allah, follow me and Allah will love    

you and forgive you your sins; for Allah is Forgiving; a Dispenser of 

Mercy. Surah 3:31.                             

 It is by following Muhammad (may peace be upon him) that we can achieve 

the cherished goal of winning Allah's favour. 

 Some of the misguided people suggest that the commands of the Holy Prophet 

(may peace be upon him) were valid only during his lifetime, and that now 

when he is no more amongst us, we need follow only the injunctions of the 

Holy Qur'an and treat the Hadith as an account of the past which has some 
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allusions to the life of the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him), having no 

practical value as a code of life. These so-called pseudo-reformers [sic] little 

realize that a denial of the eternal validity of the Sunnah amounts to a denial 

of the Holy Qur'an's claim that the prophethood of Muhammad (may peace be 

upon him) is not time-bound; it is universal and the Prophet's words and deeds 

are the timeless expressions of the Will of Allah.                                    

 Muhammad (may peace be upon him) is the Messenger of Allah for the whole 

of mankind; no new prophet is to be raised after him. His prophethood is thus 

both universal and eternal. It is, therefore, an integral part of one's faith in the 

prophethood of Muhammad (may peace be upon him) that his words and 

deeds should always be taken as one of the two most reliable sources of right 

guidance. 

 The study of the records of the Ahadith and the life-history of those who 

maintained them proves beyond any shadow of doubt that the preservation of 

the Hadith was not an after-thought, conceived long after the death of the Holy 

Prophet (may peace be upon him). It started right during his lifetime and was 

continued immediately after him with full earnestness and religious fervour, 

because it had to serve eternally as the fountain-head of right guidance". 
 Introduction to Sahih Muslim, p. I-IV  

 

AA  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN  EEVVAALLUUAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  HHAADDIITTHH      

TThhee  ssyysstteemm  ooff  tthhoouugghhtt  iinn  IIssllaamm  hhaass  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess  ffooccuusseedd  oonn  wwhhaatt  aa  MMuusslliimm  mmuusstt  ddoo..  

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  iiss  sseeeenn  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  kkeeyy  ttoo  rreeddeemmppttiioonn..  SSuubbmmiissssiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ggaaiinniinngg  ooff  mmeerriitt  aarree  

tthhee  ffooccaall  ppooiinntt  ooff  iittss  rreelliiggiioonn..    

IInnsstteeaadd,,  tthhee  ffooccuuss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  oonn  GGoodd..  WWhhoo  iiss  HHee??  WWhhaatt  iiss  HHee  lliikkee??  HHooww  ccaann  wwee  rreellaattee  ttoo  

HHiimm??    WWiillll  HHee  bbee  ssaattiissffiieedd  wwiitthh  mmaann’’ss  eeffffoorrtt  ssoo  ssccoorree  aa  lliittttllee  bbeetttteerr,,  oorr  bbyy  ssuubbmmiissssiivveenneessss,,  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  eexxpprreesssseedd  iinn  aa  tthhoouussaanndd  ffoorrmmss??  AA  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ooff  lloovvee  iiss  rreecciipprrooccaall..  IItt  rreessttss  oonn  tthhee  

ddeevvoottiioonn  ooff  oouurr  hheeaarrttss  aanndd  nnoott  aa  ssllaavviisshh  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn....  

WWee  ccaannnnoott  ffaaiill  ttoo  ddiissccoovveerr  hhooww  tthhee  ssttrriicctt  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  tthhee  TTrraaddiittiioonnss  ppuuttss  aa  MMuusslliimm  iinnttoo  aa  

lleeggaalliissttiicc  ssttrraaiigghhttjjaacckkeett  ooff  DDoo''ss  aanndd  DDoonn’’ttss..  QQuueessttiioonnss  ooff  wwhhaatt  iiss  ''hhaallaaaall''  ((==ppeerrmmiitttteedd)),,  aanndd  

wwhhaatt  iiss  ''hhaarraaaamm''  ((==ffoorrbbiiddddeenn))  ddiirreecctt  tthhee  eevveerryyddaayy  lliiffee  ooff  aa  MMuusslliimm    

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aarree  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  uunnddeerr  tthhee  llaaww..  TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaassssaaggeess  wwiillll  rreemmiinndd  uuss  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  

hhaass  ''sseett  uuss  ffrreeee’’      GGaallaattiioonnss  55::11..  

  

Jesus said: “Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth goes 
into the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that come 
out of the mouth come from the heart and these make a man 
'unclean'. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what 
make a man 'unclean', but eating with unwashed hands does not 
make him 'unclean'.  Matth. 15:10-11 

                                                                                                                              

See to it that no-one takes you captive through hollow and 
deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the 
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basic principle of this world rather than on Christ ... Therefore do not 
let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink or with regard to a 
religious festival, a new moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These 
are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, 
is found in Christ... Col. 2:8Since you died with Christ to the basic 
principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do 
you submit to its rules: "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not 
touch!"? These are all destined to perish with use, because they are 
based on human commands and teachings. Such regulations 
indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed 
worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, 
but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.  Col. 2:16-23 

 
     ... gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the 

conscience of the worshipper. They are only a matter of food and 
drink and various ceremonial washings - external regulations 
applying until the time of the new order. When Christ came as high 
priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to 
say, not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the 
blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once 
for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.  Hebr. 

9:8-12 
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WWee  rreeccaallll::  

  TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘hhoollyy  bbooookk’’  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  iiss  bbeelliieevveedd  bbyy  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

vveerrbbaallllyy  iinnssppiirreedd..  

The content of the Qur’an is a mixture of alienated stories of the Old 

Testament and the Jewish Talmud, apocryphal stories of the New Testament, 

commands, threats, promises and interjections referring to contemporary 

events. 

 

During the life time of Muhammad an unknown, but considerable number of 

passages of the Qur’an had either been abrogated or replaced by others. It is 

also believed that seven forms of the Qur’an had been revealed. 

 

A large, but unknown number of the portions of the Qur’an had been 

preserved in the memories of the early Muslims, who passed them on from 

generation to generation over some 200 years. The variations in the texts 

caused the third Khalif to have them revised into one form (Uthmanic Text). 

Even today, variant readings of the Qur’an remained in its Arabic form. 

 

Yet Muslims claim that the text(s) available today has never seen any human 

manipulation 

 

The Qur’an is difficult to read and needs interpretation (tafsir) to explain its 

content. Since only the prophet himself was qualified to do that, many of the 

sayings and practices (aHadith) of Muhammad have been preserved to enable 

Muslims to interpret the Qur’an. 

 

Since Muhammad is viewed to have lived a perfect life, he is considered the 

model by which Muslims ought to live.   

 

To preserve the knowledge of Muhammad’s sayings, and practices, and to 

understand and interpret the Qur’an, the hundreds of thousands of memorised 

traditions about Muhammad that had been orally in circulation, were 

collected, evaluated and written down by the Hadith collectors about two 

Centuries after the events had taken place. 

 

Six recognised Hadith collectors had collected a vast sum of traditions which, 

with the Qur’an, provide the material for the Islamic Law, the Sunnah, that is 

Muhammad’s life style, which Muslims are to follow, and the needed 

information to interpret the Qur’an. 

 

The aHadith are, at least in part, of a very questionable nature. 

 



  

109 

 

  

  

  

  

RReeccoommmmeennddeedd  LLiitteerraattuurree  ffoorr  CChhaapptteerr  44  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  BBeellll  aanndd  MM..  WWaatttt,,  EEddiinnbbuurrgghh  UUnniivv..  PPrreessss  11997700,,  225500  ppaaggeess  

TThhee  TTeeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  HH..UU..WW..  SSttaannttoonn,,  BBiibbllee  &&  TTaannnneenn,,  NN..YY..  11996699,,  113300  ppaaggeess  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aasskk  MMuusslliimmss,,  GGeerrhhaarrdd  NNeehhllss,,  LLCCAA  11999922,,  pppp..  8899--110022,,  112244--113322..  

      AA  ccrriittiiccaall  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccllaaiimmss  ooff  IIssllaamm  rreeggaarrddiinngg  iittss  BBooookkss,,  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  

pprraaccttiicceess,,    

JJaamm''  AAll--QQuurr''aann,,  TThhee  CCooddiiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  TTeexxtt,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  MMEERRCCSSAA,,  

11998899,,  115544            ppaaggeess..                          

      pprroovveess  tthhaatt  tthheerree  wweerree  sseevveerraall  pphhaasseess  iinn  tthhee  ccoommppiillaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

ssttaannddaarrddiisseedd  ffoorrmm  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  bbyy  ssuurrvveeyyiinngg  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  rreeccoorrddss  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  

11998844,,  IInndduussttrriiaall  PPrreessss..  TThhiiss  ddeettaaiilleedd  ssttuuddyy  rreejjeeccttss  tthhee  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  

ooff  ddiivviinnee  oorriiggiinn..  

TThhee  QQuurr''aann  --  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  MMEERRCCSSAA,,  11999955,,  114477  ppaaggeess..  

      tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  aanndd  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  iittss  iimmppaacctt  oonn  mmooddeerrnn  MMuusslliimmss,,  

bbuutt  aallssoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann''ss  oorriiggiinn  aanndd  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  aarree  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  rreessppeeccttffuullllyy  bbuutt  nnoott  

wwiitthhoouutt  ppuuttttiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ssoommee  ppeerrttiinneenntt  qquueessttiioonnss..  

IIssllaamm,,  AAllffrreedd  GGuuiillllaauummee,,  11997799  PPeenngguuiinnee  BBooookkss    

TThhee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  JJoohhnn  BBuurrttoonn,,  CCaammbbrriiddggee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss  11997777,,  

          AA  sscchhoollaarrllyy  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ccoommppoossiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  

MMaatteerriiaallss  ffoorr  tthhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  TTeexxtt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  AArrtthhuurr  JJeeffffrreeyy,,  BBrriillll,,  LLeeiiddeenn  

11993377,,  336600  ppaaggeess  

          AA  ccoommppiillaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  vvaarriiaanntt  rreeaaddiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  QQuurr’’aann  ccoolllleeccttiioonnss    ffrroomm  

tthhee  ‘‘KKiittaabb  aall--MMaassaahhiiff ’’    bbyy  iibbnn  AAbbii  DDaawwuudd..  

EEvviiddeennccee  ffoorr  tthhee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,    JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  11998844  IInndduussttrriiaall  PPrreessss  

AA  ‘‘PPeerrffeecctt’’  QQuurr’’aann,,  BBrrootthheerr  MMaarrkk,,  440000  ppaaggeess  

          AA  ccrriittiiccaall  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ccllaaiimm  tthhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  wwaass  nneevveerr  cchhaannggeedd..  

TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  iittss  EExxeeggeessiiss,,  HHeellmmuutt  GGaattjjee,,  RRoouuttlleeddggee  &&  KKeeggaann  PPaauull,,  LLoonnddoonn  11997711,,    

          AA  ccoonncciissee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  TThheeoollooggyy  

TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann,,  AA..  MMaauudduuddii,,  11997777  TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaammiicc  TThheeoollooggyy  aanndd  LLaaww,,  IIggnnaazz  GGoollddzziihheerr,,  PPrriinncceettoonn  UUnniivv..  PPrreessss  

11998811  

          aa  ssttuuddyy  ooff  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm  aanndd  iittss  tthheeoollooggyy  aanndd  llaaww..    

DDoo’’ss  aanndd  DDoo--NNoott’’ss  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  AAbbdduurr  RReehhmmaann  SShhaadd,,  YYaajj  PPuubblliisshheerrss,,  BBoommbbaayy  11999922,,    

      AA  ccoommppiillaattiioonn  ooff  aaHHaaddiitthh  ffoorr  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  rreeaaddeerr..
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55..  AALLLLAAHH  TTHHEE  GGOODD  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

  

TTHHEE  VVEERRYY  WWOORRDD  ‘‘GGOODD’’  AACCCCOOMMMMOODDAATTEESS  MMAANNYY  MMEEAANNIINNGGSS      

LLeett  uuss  bbee  aawwaarree  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrdd  GGoodd..  IItt  iiss  aa  ‘‘mmuullttii--ccuullttuurraall’’  nnaammee,,  uusseedd  ffoorr  aa  ggrreeaatt  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ddeeiittiieess  

((ggooddss))  oorr  ccoonncceeppttss..  BBuuddddhhaa  ooff  tthhee  FFaarr  EEaasstt,,  VViisshhnnuu,,  KKrriisshhnnaa,,  SShhiivvaa,,  aanndd  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ootthheerrss  iinn  

IInnddiiaa,,  nnoott  ttoo  mmeennttiioonn  tthhee  mmaannyy  ddeeiittiieess  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  SSoouutthh  AAmmeerriiccaa  aanndd  AAuussttrraalliiaa,,  aarree  aallll  ccaalllleedd  

ggooddss..  AArree  tthheeyy  aallll  tthhee  ssaammee??  OOff  ccoouurrssee  nnoott!!  

HHOOWW  TTOO  RREECCOOGGNNIIZZEE  TTHHEE  OONNLLYY  TTRRUUEE  GGOODD        

WWee  rreeccooggnniizzee  aa  ppeerrssoonn  bbyy  hhiiss  oorr  hheerr  ffeeaattuurreess..  OOuurr  ffrriieennddss  kknnooww  uuss  bbyy  oouurr  llooookkss  aanndd  oouurr  vvooiiccee,,  

aanndd  wwee  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthheemm  tthhee  ssaammee  wwaayy..  WWee  mmaayy  wweellll  ssaayy,,  wwee  aallll  hhaavvee  aa  hheeaadd  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  eeaarrss,,  aa  

nnoossee,,  aa  mmoouutthh  aanndd  hhaaiirr  eettcc..  WWee  aallll  hhaavvee  aa  bbooddyy  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  aarrmmss  aanndd  hhaannddss,,  ttwwoo  lleeggss  aanndd  ffeeeett,,  aanndd  

iinnssiiddee  uuss  bblloooodd,,  fflloowwiinngg  iinn  vveeiinnss,,  aa  hheeaarrtt,,  lluunnggss,,  aa  ssttoommaacchh,,  iinntteessttiinneess  eettcc..  eettcc..  SSoo  wwee  aarree  aallll  tthhee  

ssaammee..  AArree  wwee  rreeaallllyy??  CCaann  wwee  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  oonnee  ffrroomm  aannootthheerr??  OOff  ccoouurrssee  wwee  ccaann,,  aanndd  wwee  ddoo..  

WWee  ccaannnnoott  rreeccooggnniizzee  YYaahhwweehh  oorr  AAllllaahh  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee,,  pphhyyssiiccaall  mmaannnneerr..  WWee  ccaann  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthheemm  

oonnllyy  bbyy  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  rreevveeaall  ooff  tthheemmsseellvveess..  BBootthh  ccllaaiimm  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  CCrreeaattoorr  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  BBootthh  ccllaaiimm  ttoo  

bbee  aallmmiigghhttyy,,  aallll  kknnoowwiinngg,,  aanndd  pprreesseenntt  eevveerryywwhheerree..  BBootthh  hhaavvee  ggiivveenn  mmaannkkiinndd  rruulleess  ooff  bbeehhaavviioouurr,,  

aanndd  bbootthh  ccllaaiimm  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  JJuuddggee  aatt  tthhee  ‘‘LLaasstt  DDaayy’’..  BBootthh  ssppeeaakk  ooff  tthheemmsseellvveess  aass  bbeeiinngg  mmeerrcciiffuull  aanndd  

ffoorrggiivviinngg..  BBootthh  mmeennttiioonn  iinn  tthheeiirr  rreevveellaattiioonnss  AAddaamm  aanndd  NNooaahh,,  AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  MMoosseess,,  DDaavviidd  aanndd  

JJeessuuss  aanndd  mmaannyy  ootthheerrss..  SSoo  ffaarr  tthhee  ssiimmiillaarriittiieess..  

But we can easily detect existential differences. These may be subtle, but are important indeed 

and need to be formulated and recognized. Not to be difficult or sow dissension. Not to create 

unnecessary boundries or to create enmity. But to avoid deception. 

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN      

IIssllaamm  aassssuummeess  tthhaatt  AAllllaahh  iiss  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  YYaahhwweehh  EElloohhiimm,,  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  IIssaaaacc  aanndd  

JJaaccoobb..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  tthhoouugghhtt  ssoo,,  aanndd  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  eexxpprreesssseess  tthhaatt  iinn  nnoo  uunncceerrttaaiinn  tteerrmmss::  

  Dispute ye not with the People of the Book [Jews and Christians], except with means 

better (than mere disputation), unless it be with those of them who inflict wrong (and 

injury); But say: 'We believe in the Revelation which has come down to us and in 

that which came down to you; our Allah and your Allah is One; and it is to Him 

we bow (in Islam)'.  Surah 29:46 

 

 Say ye: 'We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to Abraham, Ismail, 

Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus and that given to 

(all) prophets from their Lord; We make no difference between one and another of 

them; and we bow to Allah (in Islam)'.  Surah 2:136 

 

  We can read similarly in  SSuurraahhss  33::22--33;;  44::113366;;  55::4477,,  7711;;  1100::1177,,  9944;;  66::9922;;  44::4477;;  2211::77!!  TThheessee  

ssttaatteemmeennttss  aarree  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  bbee  bbeelliieevveedd  aanndd  aacccceepptteedd  bbyy  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm..  BBuutt  tthhiiss  iiss  

ggeenneerraallllyy  nnoott  ddoonnee..  

  
  



 

111 

 

WWHHAATT  DDIIDD  TTHHEE  AARRAABBSS  BBEEFFOORREE  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD    KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  GGOODD??      

MMuusslliimmss  aarree  mmaaddee  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd  ((AAllllaahh))  wwaass  ttrraannssmmiitttteedd  wwiitthhiinn  tthheeiirr  AArraabb  

ssoocciieettyy  aanndd  ccuullttuurree  ooff  oolldd  bbyy  wwoorrdd  ooff  mmoouutthh,,  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  HHaaggaarr  aanndd  IIsshhmmaaeell  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

((22000000  BBCC  --  661100  AADD))..  IItt  wwaass  ssuupppprreesssseedd  ffoorr  aa  ttiimmee  bbyy  iiddooll  wwoorrsshhiipp  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommiinngg  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  bbuutt  wwaass  uupphheelldd  bbyy  tthhee  HHaanniiffss,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  kkeepptt  oonn  bbeelliieevviinngg  iinn  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  

AAbbrraahhaamm..  TThhiiss  aassssuummppttiioonn  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ssuubbssttaannttiiaatteedd  aanndd  iiss  aa  hhiigghhllyy  uunnlliikkeellyy  pprrooppoossiittiioonn..  WWee  wwiillll  

rraatthheerr  hhaavvee  ttoo  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  tthhee  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  cchhaarraacctteerrss  wwaass  

ttrraannssmmiitttteedd  ttoo  bbootthh,,  tthhee  HHaanniiffss  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd,,  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  

JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  AArraabbiiaa..  

TTHHEE  HHIISSTTOORRIICCAALL    RROOOOTTSS    OOFF  TTHHEE  WWOORRDD  AALLLLAAHH  

Throughout the Middle East, from Turkey via Mesopotamia to Egypt, by the Sabaeans, 

Sumerians, Assyrians, Babylonians and Canaanites, a moon-god was worshiped. His wife was 

the sun and their daughters were the stars. This is reflected in Scripture (Deut. 4:19, 2. Kings 3:5, 

Jer. 8:2), for even the Israelites were tempted to worship them. 

In the middle of the last Century (1950) archaeologists G. Caton Thompson, Carlton S. Coon, 

Wendell Phillips, the famous W.F. Albright and Richard Bower were at work at Qataban, 

Timna, Marib, the former capital of Sheba, and other places. They found thousands of 

inscriptions on walls and rocks in Northern Arabia, as well as reliefs and pictures of the three 

daughters of the moon-god al-Lat, al-Uzza and Manat with the Crescent Moon above them. 

The name of the moon-god was Sin, but his title was al-Ilah, i.e. ‘the god’.  (This information 

is supplied by Dr. Robert Morey). So al-Ilah, later transformed to Allah, became the common 

name for God, also among the Christians and Jews in Arabia. Muhammad most likely drew 

his concept of God largely from them.  

 

HHOOWW  IISS  TTHHEE  NNAATTUURREE  OOFF  GGOODD  RREEFFLLEECCTTEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  AANNDD  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE        

WWhhoo  iiss  AAllllaahh??  

AAllllaahh  aass  uunnddeerrssttoooodd  iinn  IIssllaamm  iiss  ‘‘ttaawweeeedd’’’’,,  aabbssoolluuttee  ssiinngguullaarr..  HHee  hhaass  nnoo  ppaarrttnneerrss!!  ((SSuurraahhss  66::2222--2244,,  

113366--113377,,  116633))..  HHee  aallssoo  hhaass  nnoo  ssoonn!!  ((SSuurraahh  22::111166;;  66::110000;;  1199::8855;;  2233::9911;;  111122::11--44))..  HHiiss  aattttrriibbuutteess  

eemmpphhaassiissee  tthhaatt  hhee  iiss  mmeerrcciiffuull,,  ggrraacciioouuss  aanndd  aallll--ffoorrggiivviinngg..  TThhaatt  aaggaaiinn  iiss  ffllaattllyy  ccoonnttrraaddiicctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  

IIssllaammiicc  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn  ((SSuurraahh  55::2200;;  sseeee  aallssoo  cchhaapptteerr  ''PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn'',,  pppp..  113344ffff))..  HHee  iiss  

uunnddeerrssttoooodd  ttoo  bbee  ddiissttaanntt  ffrroomm  mmaann,,  aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aallssoo  ssaayyss::  ""WWee  [[ii..ee..  AAllllaahh]]  aarree  nneeaarreerr  ttoo  

hhiimm  [[ii..ee..  mmaann]]  tthhaann  hhiiss  jjuugguullaarr  vveeiinn""  ((SSuurraahh  5500::1166))..  

MMuusslliimmss  iinntteerrpprreett  tthhiiss  ttoo  mmeeaann  tthhee  cclloosseenneessss  ttoo  AAllllaahh..  IInn  aa  sseennssee  tthhiiss  iiss  ttrruuee..  BBuutt  wwhhyy  ssppeeaakk  ooff  

jjuugguullaarr  vveeiinn  aanndd  nnoott  tthhaatt  hhee  iiss  nneeaarreerr  tthhaann  oonneess  sskkiinn,,  oorr  hhaaiirr,,  oorr  ppeerrhhaappss  hheeaarrtt,,  oorr  aa  ffrriieenndd??  TThhee  

ccoonntteexxtt  ssuuggggeessttss  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  cclloosseenneessss  iinnssppiirreess  aa  tthhrreeaatt  rraatthheerr  tthhaatt  ccoommffoorrtt..  AA  jjuugguullaarr  vveeiinn  iiss  ccuutt  ttoo  

kkiillll!!  

  

                    IItt  ffoolllloowwss  tthhaatt::  

IIff  tthhee  rreevveellaattiioonn,,  nnaattuurree  aanndd  eexxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  AAllllaahh  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ddooeess  nnoott  

ccooiinncciiddee  wwiitthh  tthhoossee  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  tthhee  qquurr’’aanniicc  AAllllaahh  ccaannnnoott  bbee  YYaahhwweehh  EElloohhiimm,,  

tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  IIssaaaacc,,  JJaaccoobb  aanndd  IIssrraaeell,,  tthhee  ffaatthheerr  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  

CChhrriisstt.. 
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IInn  ffaaiirrnneessss  ttoo  bbootthh,,  MMuusslliimmss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss,,  wwee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  pprreesseenntt  tthhrreeee  aasssseessssmmeennttss  oorr  

pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  oonn  tthhee  ttooppiicc  ""WWhhoo  iiss  AAllllaahh??""..  FFiirrsstt  aa  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  

ssttaatteemmeennttss  ooff  ttwwoo  ooff  tthhee  ffoorreemmoosstt  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  AAll--GGhhaazzzzaallii  aanndd  AAll--BBaarrqqaavvii..    

IInn  tthhee  DDiiccttiioonnaayy  ooff  IIssllaamm  ((bbyy  TT..PP..  HHuugghheess))  wwee  rreeaadd:: 

 Allah is supposed to be derived from ilah, a deity or god with the addition of 

the definite article al-lah, "the God" - or, according to some authorities, it is 

from lah, i.e. Al-lah, "the secret one". But Abu Hanifah says that just as the 

essence of God is unchangeable, so is His name, and that Allah has ever been 

the name of the Eternal Being.  

 Allah may be an Arabic rendering of the Hebrew El, and the unused root Ul, 

"to be strong", or from Eloah, the singular form of Elohim. Another word very 

frequently used for the Almighty in the Qur'an is Rabb, which is generally 

translated in English versions of the Qur'an  as "Lord". It seems to stand in the 

relative position of the Jehovah of the Old Testament and the kyrios of the New 

Testament. The word is understood by Muslims to mean "the sustainer", but it 

is probably derived from the Hebrew rabbah, "a stronghold", or from its root 

rab, which, according to Gesenius, means "a multitude", or anything of size or 

importance. 

 A belief in the existence of God, His Unity, His Absolute Power, and in the other 

essential attributes of an Eternal and Almighty Being, is the most important part 

of the Muslim religion, and is supposed to be expressed in the two clauses of the 

well-known formula: There is no deity but Allah. 

The first clause, 'There is no deity' is known as the Nafi, or that which is rejected, 

and the second clause, 'but Allah', as the Isbat, or that which is established, the 

terms Nafi wa-Isbat being applied to the first two clauses of the Muslim's 

Kalimah, or creed. 

 

 The teaching of Muhammad in his Qur'an as to the nature of God, forms such an 

important consideration in an exposition of Islam, that no apology is needed.  

 The following verses are arranged in chronological order according to Jalalu'd-

for full and lengthy quotations from that book on the subject, din as-Suyuti's list:  

 

 Say: He is Allah, the One and Only. Allah, the Eternal, Absolute. He   

begetteth not, nor is He begotten. And there is none like unto Him. 
 Surah 112:1-4  [one of the earliest revealed chapters of the Qur'an] 

 

 They say, '(Allah) Most Gracious hath begotten a son!' Indeed ye have put 

forth a thing most monstrous.  
 At it the skies are ready to burst, the earth to split asunder, and the 

mountains to fall down in utter ruin, that they should invoke a son for 

(Allah) Most Gracious.  
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 For it is not consonant with the majesty of (Allah) Most Gracious that he 

should beget a son.  

 Not one of the beings in the heavens and the earth but most come to (Allah) 

Most Gracious as a servant.  

 He does take an account of them (all) and hath numbered them (all) 

exactly.  

 And every one of them will come to Him singly on the Day of Judgement.  

 On those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, will (Allah) Most 

Gracious bestow love. 
 Surah 19:88-96   

 

 And your Allah is One Allah. There is no god but He, Most Gracious, Most 

Merciful.  

 Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the alternation of 

the night and the day; in the sailing of the ships through the ocean for the 

profit of mankind; in the rain which Allah sends down from the skies, and 

the life which He gives therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts of 

all kinds that he scatters through the earth; in the change of the winds, and 

the clouds which they trail like their slaves between the sky and the earth; 

(Here) indeed are signs for a people that are wise. 

 Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides Allah as equal 

(with Allah). They love them as they should love Allah. 
 Surah 2:163-165   

  

 Allah! There is no god but He - the Living. The Self-subsisting, Eternal. No 

slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on 

earth. Who is thee (sic. should read ‘there who’) can intercede in his 

presence except as he permitteth? He knoweth what (appeareth to His 

creatures as) Before or After or Behind them. Nor shall they compass aught 

of his knowledge except as he willeth. His throne doth extend over the 

heavens and the earth, and he feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving 

them for he is the Most High, the Supreme (in glory). 
 Surah 2:255 

  

 Say: 'O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule). Thou givest Power to whom Thou 

pleasest, and Thou strippest off Power from whom Thou pleasest. Thou 

enduest with honour whom thou pleasest, and Thou bringest low whom 

Thou pleasest; in Thy hand is all Good. Verily, over all things Thou hast 

power. 

 Thou causest the Night to gain on the Day, and Thou causest the Day to 

gain on the Night; Thou bringest the Living out of the Dead, and Thou 

bringest the Dead out of the Living; and Thou givest sustenance to whom 

Thou pleasest without measure. 
 Surah 3:26+27 

 

LLeett  uuss  ffoollllooww  tthhiiss  uupp  wwiitthh  eexxttrraaccttss  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  ttwwoo  wweellll--kknnoowwnn  aanndd  ggeenneerraallllyy  aacccceepptteedd  

IIssllaammiicc  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  ooff  oolldd..  FFoorr  tthhee  ssaakkee  ooff  bbrreevviittyy  wwee  hhaavvee  sseelleecctteedd  tthhee  ppaassssaaggeess  wwhhiicchh  aarree  

iinn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  bbiibblliiccaall  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg..  
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AAll--GGhhaazzzzaallii  ((11005588--11111111))  iinn  hhiiss  bbooookk  ‘‘aall--MMaaqqssaadduu''ll--aassnnaa’’  ddeessccrriibbeess  tthhee  aattttrriibbuutteess  ooff  

AAllllaahh,,  nnaammeellyy  HHiiss  ppoowweerr,,  HHiiss  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  HHiiss  wwiillll,,  HHiiss  wwoorrdd,,  aanndd  HHiiss  wwoorrkkss:: 

 (His word) He does speak, command, forbid, promise, and threaten by an 

eternal, ancient word, subsisting in His essence. Neither is it like to the word 

of the creatures, nor does it consist in a voice arising from the commotion of 

the air and the collision of bodies, nor letters which are separated by the 

joining together of the lips or the motion of the tongue. The Qur'an, the Law, 

the Gospel, and the Psalter, are books sent down by Him to His apostles, and 

the Qur'an, indeed, is read with tongues, written in books, and kept in hearts. 

 (His works). He, praised be His name, exists after such a manner that nothing 

besides Him has any being but what is produced by His operation, and flows 

from His justice after the best, most excellent, most perfect, and most just 

model. He is, moreover, wise in His works, and just in His decrees. But His 

justice is not to be compared with the justice of men. For a man may be 

supposed to act unjustly by invading the possession of another; but no 

injustice can be conceived by God, inasmuch as there is nothing that belongs 

to any other besides Himself, so that wrong is not imputable to Him as 

meddling with things not appertaining to Him. All things, Himself only 

excepted, genii  (spirits), men, the devil, angels, heaven, earth, animals, 

plants, substance, accident, intelligible, sensible, were all created originally 

by Him. He created them by His power out of mere privation (necessity), and 

brought them into light, when as yet they were nothing at all, but He alone 

existing from eternity, neither was there any other with Him. Now He created 

all things in the beginning for the manifestation of His power, and His will, 

and the confirmation of His word, which was true from all eternity. Not that 

He stood in need of them, nor  wanted them; but He manifestly declared His 

glory in creating and producing, and commanding, without being under any 

obligation, nor out of necessity. Loving kindness, the showing of favour and 

grace, and beneficence, belong to Him; whereas it is in His power to pour 

forth upon men a variety of torments, and afflict them with various kinds of 

sorrows and diseases, which, if He were to do, His justice could not be 

arraigned, nor would he be chargeable with injustice. 

 Yet he rewards those that worship Him for their obedience on account of his 

promise and beneficence, not of their merit nor of necessity, since there is 

nothing which He can be tied to perform; nor can any injustice be supposed 

in Him, nor can He be under any obligation to any person whatsoever. That 

His creatures however, should be bound to serve Him, arises from His 

having declared by the tongues of the prophets that it was due to Him from 

them. The worship of Him is not simply the dictate of the understanding, but 

He sent messengers to carry to men His commands, and promises, and 

threats, whose veracity He proved by manifest miracles, whereby men are 

obliged to give credit to them in those things that they relate. 

IImmaamm  aall--BBaarrqqaavvii  wwaass  aa  cceelleebbrraatteedd  QQuurr''aann  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  aanndd  TTrraaddiittiioonn  ccoolllleeccttoorr  ((ddiieedd  11113322))..  HHee  

wwrroottee  iinn  hhiiss  ‘‘HHaafftt  ssiiffaatt’’:: 

 God Most High is alone to be adored. He has neither associate nor equal. He 

is free from the imperfections of humanity. He is neither begotten nor does He 

beget. He is invisible. He is without figure, colour or parts. His existence has 
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neither beginning nor end. He is immutable. If He so wills, He can annihilate 

the world in a moment of time and, if it seems good to Him, recreate it in an 

instant. Nothing is difficult to Him, whether it be the creation of a fly or that of 

the seven heavens. He receives neither profit nor loss from whatever may 

happen. If all the Infidels became believers and all the irreligious pious, He 

would gain no advantage. On the other hand, if all Believers became 

infidels, He would suffer no loss.  

 He can do what he wills, and whatever He wills comes to pass. He is not 

obliged to act. Everything, good or evil, in this world exists by His will. He 

wills the faith of the believers and the piety of the religious. If He were to 

change His will there would be neither a true believer nor a pious man. He 

wills also the unbelief of the unbeliever and the irreligion of the wicked and, 

without that will, there would neither be unbelief nor irreligion. All we do we 

do by His will; what He wills not does not come to pass. If one should ask 

why God does not will that all men should believe, we answer: 'We have no 

right to enquire about what God wills and does. He is perfectly free to will 

and to do what he pleases'. In creating unbelievers, in willing that they 

should remain in that state; in making serpents, scorpions and pigs; in 

willing, in short, all that is evil, God has wise ends in view which it is not 

necessary that we should know. 

 Extracts from "Dictionary of Islam", pp. 141ff 

 

TTHHEE  ‘‘EESSSSEENNCCEE’’  OOFF  AALLLLAAHH            

AALLLLAAHH  IISS  TTHHEE  AALLLL--PPOOWWEERRFFUULL    

He is the creator of all, as we already noted. 

All things…genii  (spirits), men, the devil, angels, heaven, earth, animals, 

plants, substance, accident, intelligible, sensible, were all created originally 

by Him. Everything, good or evil, in this world exists by His will. He is 

perfectly free to will and to do what he pleases, in creating unbelievers, in 

willing that they should remain in that state. He wills also the unbelief of 

the unbeliever and the irreligion of the wicked. He is perfectly free to will 

and to do what he pleases.Reference 

 

That must be the reason, why we find a prayer of Muhammad in the Qur’an, which reads: 

 

      I take refuge in the Lord of the dawn from the evil He hath created.                         
Surah 113:11-12 

 

  While Christians emphasize God’s foremost attribute in the Bible, which is 

love, Muslims emphasize Allah’s foremost attribute, and that is power. 

Whether it is in prayer, in the call to prayer from the minaret, or in political 

gatherings, we hear “Allahu’aqbar!” – Allah is the greatest. 
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AALLLLAAHH  IISS  OONNEE  

TThhee  ssoo--ccaalllleedd  ‘‘uunniittyy  ooff  AAllllaahh’’,,  ''ttaawwhheeeedd'',,  iiss  ppoossssiibbllyy  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  tthheemmee  iinn  

IIssllaammiicc  tthheeoollooggyy..  AA  ccoonnddeennsseedd  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  tthhiiss  iiss  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  ""SShhoorrtteerr  EEnnccyyccllooppeeddiiaa  ooff  

IIssllaamm""::  

 Tawhid, means literally 'making one' or 'asserting oneness' (Lane, p. 2927). 

In consequence, it is applied theologically to the oneness (wahdaniya, 

tawahhud) of Allah in all its meanings. The word does not occur in the 

Kur'an ... But unity is far from being a simple idea; it may be internal or 

external; it may mean that there is no other god except Allah, who has no 

partner (sharik); it may mean that Allah is a Oneness in himself; it may 

mean that he is the only being with real or absolute existence (al-hakk), all 

other beings having merely a contingent existence; it may even be 

developed into a pantheistic assertion that Allah is All. Again, knowledge of 

this unity may be reached by the methods of systematic theology ('ilm) or 

by religious experience (ma'rifa, mushahada); and the latter, again, may be 

pure contemplation or philosophical speculation.                                                              
H. A. R. Gibb and J. H. Kramers, p. 586 

 

WWhhaatteevveerr  ‘‘uunniittyy’’  iinn  eesssseennccee  mmeeaannss,,  tthhee  cchhiieeff  ppuurrppoossee  iiss  oobbvviioouussllyy  ttoo  eexxcclluuddee  aannyy  ootthheerr  

ddeeiittyy  --  aanndd  JJeessuuss,,  aass  hhee  iiss  ppoorrttrraayyeedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthheemm,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  

AALLLLAAHH  IISS  AALLTTOOGGEETTHHEERR  DDIIFFFFEERREENNTT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

HHee  iiss  ‘‘mmuukkhhaalliiffaa’’..  AAnnyy  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  oorr  aattttrriibbuuttee  tthhaatt  oonnee  ccaann  aappppllyy  ttoo  mmaann  ccaannnnoott  bbee  uusseedd  

ffoorr  AAllllaahh..  

AALLLLAAHH  IISS  DDIISSTTAANNTT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

HHee  iiss  ‘‘ttaannzziihh’’,,  ii..ee..  ffaarr  rreemmoovveedd  ffrroomm  mmaann  aanndd  lliivveess  ddeettaacchheedd  iinn  hhiiss  gglloorryy..  
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  YYAAHHVVEEHH    EELLOOHHIIMM        

OOvveerr  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  vviieeww  ooff  GGoodd  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  oonnee..  YYaahhwweehh  ((==  LLoorrdd))  rreevveeaalleedd  

HHiimmsseellff  aass  EElloohhiimm  ((==  tthhee  pplluurraall  ffoorrmm  ooff  GGoodd)),,  iimmppllyyiinngg  HHiiss  ttrriiuunnee  eesssseennccee::  GGoodd  tthhee  

CCrreeaattoorr  aanndd  FFaatthheerr,,  GGoodd  tthhee  SSoonn  aanndd  RReessttoorreerr  oorr  RReeddeeeemmeerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ooff  GGoodd,,  tthhee  

gguuiiddee  ffoorr  HHiiss  ppeeooppllee  ((IIssaa..  6633::88--1100))..  

TToo  ssoommeehhooww  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  wwhhaatt  tthheeoollooggiiaannss  ccaallll  tthhee  ‘‘TTrriinniittyy’’  ooff  GGoodd,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttaakkee  aa  llooookk  

aatt  oouurrsseellvveess,,  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  HHiiss  CCrreeaattiioonn,,  wwhheenn  iinn  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  HHee  ssaaiidd::  

““Let US make man in OUR image, after OUR likeness.” Genesis 1:26 

  WWhhoo  iiss  ‘‘uuss’’??  AAnndd  wwhhaatt  wwaass  ccrreeaatteedd  iinn  ‘‘oouurr’’  iimmaaggee??  WWeellll,,  tthhiiss  ccaann  mmeeaann  nnootthhiinngg  eellssee  tthhaann  

tthhee  ttrrii--uunnee  GGoodd  ccrreeaatteedd  mmaannkkiinndd  iinn  HHiiss  lliikkeenneessss,,  bbuutt  iinn  oouurr  ccaassee  wwiitthh  bbooddyy,,  ssoouull,,  aanndd  

SSppiirriitt..  BByy  tthhee  wwaayy,,  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ‘‘ttrriinniittyy’’,,  mmeeaanniinngg  ssoommeetthhiinngg  lliikkee  ‘‘tthhrreeeeffoollddnneessss’’,,  ddooeess  nnoott  

ffeeaattuurree  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  jjuusstt  tthhee  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  iitt..  

YYaahhwweehh  iiss  hhoollyy..  BBeeccaauussee  hhoolliinneessss  aanndd  uunnhhoolliinneessss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  hhaarrmmoonniisseedd  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  nnoott  

eexxiisstt  aalloonnggssiiddee  eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  HHee  wwaannttss  aanndd  eexxppeeccttss  uuss  ttoo  bbee  hhoollyy  aass  wweellll  ((HHeebbrr..  1122::1144))..  

TThheerreeffoorree,,  YYaahhwweehh  rreevveeaalleedd  HHiiss  rriigghhtteeoouuss  ssttaannddaarrddss  ttoo  mmaann..  

TThheessee  aarree  ffoouunnddaattiioonnaall  aanndd  ccoonnddiittiioonnaall  ttoo  oouurr  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  wwiitthh  HHiimm..  BBuutt  mmaann  --  eevveerryy  mmaann  

--  ffeellll  sshhoorrtt  ooff  tthhiiss  ssttaannddaarrdd,,  vvoolluunnttaarriillyy  oorr  bbyy  ccoommppuullssiioonn..  

TThhiiss  ccaauusseedd  tthhee  sseeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  mmaann  ffrroomm  GGoodd,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aallll  ttoooo  oobbvviioouuss  wwhheenn  wwee  oobbsseerrvvee  

mmaannkkiinndd  aanndd  iittss  tthhoouugghhtt  aanndd  ddeeeedd..  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,  mmaann  ccaannnnoott  ddoo  aannyytthhiinngg  ttoo  rreemmeeddyy  tthhaatt!!  

HHoowweevveerr,,  iinn  HHiiss  lloovvee  aanndd  ccoommppaassssiioonn,,  GGoodd,,  rriigghhtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg,,  mmaaddee  aa  ppllaann  ttoo  

rreeccoonncciillee  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  rreessccuuee  mmaann  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  ddiilleemmmmaa..  

BBeeiinngg  hhoollyy  aanndd  rriigghhtteeoouuss,,  GGoodd  uutttteerrllyy  ccoonnddeemmnnss  ssiinn..  EEvveerryy  ssiinn!!  CCoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn  iiss  ttoo  bbee  

ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  eexxeeccuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  jjuuddggeemmeenntt..  BBeeccaauussee  ooff  HHiiss  lloovvee  aanndd  mmeerrccyy,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  

hhoollyy  JJuuddggee  ttooookk  oouurr  ssiinn  oonn  HHiimmsseellff,,  aanndd  HHee  wwaass  eexxeeccuutteedd  iinn  oouurr  sstteeaadd..  HHee  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  

""LLaammbb  ooff  GGoodd,,  wwhhoo  ccaarrrriieess  aawwaayy  tthhee  ssiinn  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd""  ((JJoohhnn  11::2299))..  IInn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  YYaahhwweehh''ss  

hhoolliinneessss  aanndd  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  wweerree  mmeett  iinn  tthhaatt  ssiinn  wwaass  ppuunniisshheedd..  AAnndd  YYaahhwweehh''ss  lloovvee  aanndd  

mmeerrccyy  wweerree  ssaattiissffiieedd::  HHee  rreessccuueedd  aanndd  ppuurriiffiieedd  uuss  bbyy  ppllaacciinngg  oouurr  ssiinn  oonn  JJeessuuss,,  wwhhoo  ccaarrrriieedd  

oouurr  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwee  mmaayy  hhaavvee  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  HHiimm  aanndd  lliivvee  wwiitthh  HHiimm  ffoorreevveerr..  TThhiiss  iiss  

tthhee  ggrreeaatt  tthheemmee  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee!!  

On the Cross the holiness and righteousness of God and His love met, and now every 

sinner has the chance find forgiveness and reconciliation with God. The only condition: 

To trust in what God has said and done, i.e. to have faith in Him. 

 

IISSLLAAMM’’SS  RREEAACCTTIIOONN  TTOO  TTHHEE  TTRRIIUUNNEE  GGOODD    

YYaahhwweehh  rreevveeaalleedd  HHiimmsseellff  aass  tthhee  OOnnee,,  bbuutt  ttrriiuunnee  GGoodd..  ‘‘PPaarrtt’’  ooff  tthhiiss  ttrriiuunnee  GGoodd  iiss  tthhee  LLoorrdd  

JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd,,  aanndd  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt..  WWee  ssttaattee  tthhiiss  wwiitthhoouutt  

aappoollooggyy!!  TThhiiss  iiss  hhooww  GGoodd  rreevveeaalleedd  HHiimmsseellff  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree..  
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TThhiiss  iiss  ssttrroonnggllyy  ccoonnttrraaddiicctteedd  bbyy  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann 

 They do blaspheme who say: 'Allah is Christ the son of Mary'. But said 

Christ: 'O Children of Israel! Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord'. 

Whoever joins other gods with Allah, Allah will forbid him the garden, 

and the fire will be his abode. There will for the wrong-doers be no one 

to help. 

 They blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a trinity; for there is 

no god except One Allah. 

 Christ the son of Mary was no more than an apostle; many were the 

apostles that passed away before him. His mother was a woman of truth, 

they had both to eat their (daily) food.   
 Surah 5:72-7 

 

This spells out the perception Muhammad had of the  TTrriinniittyy::  GGoodd  ++  MMootthheerr  MMaarryy  ++  

CChhrriisstt,,  tthhee  ssoonn..  TThhee  rreessppoonnssee  iiss  aallssoo  nnoottaabbllee::  ""TThheeyy  ((ii..ee..  MMaarryy  aanndd  CChhrriisstt))  hhaadd  bbootthh  ttoo  eeaatt  

tthheeiirr  ((ddaaiillyy))  ffoooodd""..  SSiinnccee  oonnee  ccaannnnoott  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  GGoodd  hhaass  aannyy  pphhyyssiiccaall  nneeeeddss,,  iitt  wwaass  cclleeaarr  

ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  ttwwoo  ccoouulldd  nnoott  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ddiivviinnee.. 

 O people of the book! Commit no excesses in your religion: nor say of 

Allah aught but truth. Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) 

an apostle of Allah. And His Word, which he bestowed on Mary, and a 

spirit proceeding from Him: so believe in Allah and His apostles. Say 

not "Trinity": desist. It will be better for you: For Allah is One Allah. 

Glory be to Him; (For exalted is He) above having a son. To Him 

belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a 

Disposer of affairs. 
 Surah 4:171 

 It is not befitting to (the majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son. 

Glory be to Him! When He determines a matter, He only says to it, 'Be', 

and it is. 
 Surah 19:35 

 The Jews call 'Uzair a son of Allah, and the Christians call Christ the 

Son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouths; (In this) they but 

imitate what the Unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's curse be on 

them: how they are deluded away from the Truth! 
       Surah 9:30 

There appears to be no way to reconcile the biblical and the qur’anic view of God. 
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TTHHEE  MMEERRCCYY  AANNDD  GGRRAACCEE  OOFF  GGOODD  AASS  DDEEPPIICCTTEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  AANNDD  

TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE      

TTHHEE  MMEERRCCYY  AANNDD  GGRRAACCEE  OOFF  AALLLLAAHH  IINN  IISSLLAAMM    

EEvveerryy  SSuurraahh  ((cchhaapptteerr))  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ((eexxcceepptt  SSuurraahh  99,,  wwhhiicchh  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ppaarrtt  ooff  

SSuurraahh  88  bbeeffoorree)),,  bbeeggiinnss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ''BBiissmmiillllaahh''::  ““IInn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  AAllllaahh,,  mmoosstt  ggrraacciioouuss  aanndd  

mmoosstt  mmeerrcciiffuull””..  

IIbbnn--HHaazzmm,,  aannootthheerr  tthheeoollooggiiaann,,  oobbsseerrvveess:: 

 While the Qur'an uses the name Allah, which means 'the most merciful of those 

who show mercy', this cannot mean that he is merciful in the way we 

understand the word, for Allah is evidently not merciful. He tortures his 

children with all manner of sicknesses, warfare and sorrow. What then does 

the Qur'an mean? Simply that 'merciful' is one of Allah's names. A name that 

is not in any way descriptive of Allah or man to throw light on his nature. We 

must use it because the Qur'an uses it, but not pretend to understand what is 

meant by it. 

 The word originally used in the Qur'an must have had a different meaning in 

that day, which we cannot really understand today. Nevertheless, we must 

continue to use the word, because we cannot change the words of the Qur'an. 

TThhee  wwoorrddss  ''mmeerrccyy''  aanndd  ''ggrraaccee''  hhaavvee,,  nnoo  ddoouubbtt,,  aa  mmeeaanniinngg  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ttoo  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  

ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  tthhiiss  mmeeaannss  aa  hhoosstt  ooff  tthhiinnggss..  BBeeggiinnnniinngg  wwiitthh  PPaarraaddiissee  ((SSuurraahh  33::110077)),,  tthhee  

KKnnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  AAllllaahh  ((SSuurraahh  1188::6655)),,  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ((SSuurraahh  77::220044;;  1177::8822;;  1100::5577)),,  tthhee  BBooookkss  ooff  

MMoosseess  ((SSuurraahh  1111::1177)),,  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  AAppoossttlleess  ((SSuurraahh  1122::1111)),,  lliivveelliihhoooodd  iinn  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd  ((SSuurraahh  

4433::3322;;  3355::33)),,  nnoott  ttoo  ddrroowwnn  ((SSuurraahh  3366::4433--4444)),,  sshhiippss  ssaaiilliinngg  oonn  tthhee  sseeaa  ((SSuurraahh  3300::4466;;  

4422::3322)),,  tthhee  ccyyccllee  ooff  sseeaassoonnss  ((SSuurraahh  3300::4488--5500)),,  hheeaarriinngg,,  ssiigghhtt,,  iinntteelllliiggeennccee,,  aaffffeeccttiioonn,,  

hhoommeess,,  ggaarrmmeennttss  aanndd  eevveenn  aarrmmoouurr  ((SSuurraahh  1166::7788--8811)),,  wwoommeenn  ffoorr  tthhee  mmeenn  ((SSuurraahh  3300::2222)),,  

mmaarrrriiaaggee  ((SSuurraahh  2255::5544)),,  ppuurriittyy  ooff  hheeaarrtt  ((SSuurraahh  1144::2211)),,  ccoommffoorrtt  aanndd  eeaassee  ((SSuurraahh  1188::1166)),,  

ddoommeessttiicc  aanniimmaallss  ((SSuurraahh  1166::55--1133;;  4422::2299;;  3366::7711--7733)),,  nniigghhtt  aanndd  ddaayy  ((SSuurraahh  2288::7733;;  2255::4477)),,  

rraaiinn,,  wwiinndd  aanndd  cclloouuddss  ((SSuurraahh  2255::4488;;  4422::2288;;  22::116644;;  3311::3311)),,  aavveerrtteedd  ppeennaallttyy  ((SSuurraahh  66::1166)),,  

hhoonnoouurr  ((SSuurraahh  1199::5500)),,  gguuiiddaannccee  tthhrroouugghh  ddaarrkknneessss  oonn  llaanndd  aanndd  sseeaa  ((SSuurraahh  2277::6633))  aarree  aallll  

ccaalllleedd  mmeerrccyy  oorr  ggrraaccee  aanndd  aarree  aa  oobbttaaiinneedd  bbyy  rreegguullaarr  pprraayyeerr  ((ssaallaatt))  aanndd  cchhaarriittyy  ((SSuurraahh  

1144::5566))..  IItt  iiss  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  ggoooodd  ((SSuurraahh  77::5500)),,  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ((SSuurraahh  

2211::7755,,8866)),,  aanndd  iiss  oorrddaaiinneedd  ffoorr  aallll  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ((SSuurraahh  5577::2277))..  AAllllaahh''ss  rreevveellaattiioonn  iiss  mmeerrccyy,,  bbuutt  

aaddmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  AAllllaahh''ss  mmeerrccyy  iiss  ggrraanntteedd  oonnllyy  ttoo  wwhhoomm  hhee  wwiillllss  ((SSuurraahh  4488::2255))..  MMeerrccyy  iiss  aa  

ttrreeaassuurree  ((SSuurraahh  1188::8822))  aanndd  pprreevveennttss  tthhee  sskkyy  ffrroomm  ffaalllliinngg  oonnttoo  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  ((SSuurraahh  22::6655))..  IInn  

SSuurraahh  5555  wwee  ffiinndd  aa  ccoonnddeennssaattiioonn  ooff  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee..  

  

TTHHEE  MMEERRCCYY  AANNDD  GGRRAACCEE  OOFF  GGOODD  IINN  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  

GGrraaccee,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  iiss  GGoodd’’ss  uunnmmeerriitteedd  ffaavvoouurr  ttoo  mmaann..  BBeeccaauussee  aallll  mmeenn  hhaavvee  

ttrreessppaasssseedd  GGoodd’’ss  LLaaww,,  wwhhiicchh  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  HHiiss  wwiillll  ffoorr  uuss,,  ggrraaccee  iiss  GGoodd’’ss  mmeeaannss  ttoo  eeffffeecctt  

rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  wwiitthh  HHiimm..  

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  wwee  kknnooww  ooff  wwhhaatt  iinn  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  llaanngguuaaggee  iiss  tteerrmmeedd  ‘‘ccoommmmoonn  ggrraaccee’’..  TThhiiss  

mmoorree  oorr  lleessss  ccooiinncciiddeess  wwiitthh  tthhee  qquurr’’aanniicc  lliisstt..  BBuutt  ffoorreemmoosstt  aanndd  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  GGoodd  ooffffeerrss  HHiiss  

‘‘ssaavviinngg  ggrraaccee’’..  WWhhiillee  ccoommmmoonn  ggrraaccee  iiss  GGoodd’’ss  pprroovviissiioonn  ffoorr  oouurr  lliivveelliihhoooodd,,  ssaavviinngg  ggrraaccee  iiss  
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ccoonncceerrnneedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreessccuuee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  ssiinn..  IItt  ccoonnssttiittuutteess  GGoodd’’ss  ooffffeerr  ttoo  

ffoorrggiivvee  aanndd  ppaarrddoonn  uuss..  

”I will frown on you no longer, for I am merciful,’ declares the 
LORD, ‘I will not be angry forever. Only acknowledge your 
guilt— you have rebelled against the LORD your God, you 
have scattered your favors to foreign gods under every 
spreading tree, and have not obeyed me,’” declares the 
LORD. “Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I 
am your husband. Jer. 3:12-14 

The offer is mercy and grace. Man’s positive response leads to forgiveness and 

restoration. In His saving grace God demonstrates his love, mercy and compassion. 

Jesus had to suffer and die to effect this salvation.  

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in 
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this ... , 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects 
of wrath.  But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich 
in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast. Eph. 2:1-9 

I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me—just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice. 

I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my 
Father’s name speak for me, but you do not believe because 
you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no 
one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.                                        

John 10:14-16, 25-28 

Salvation by grace is the unique offer of God in the Bible to all people, who seek 

forgiveness and want to live a life under the care of God. 
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TTHHEE  LLOOVVEE  OOFF  GGOODD  AASS  DDEEPPIICCTTEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  AANNDD  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE      

AALLLLAAHH’’SS  LLOOVVEE  AASS  VVIIEEWWEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  

AAllllaahh  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  aallttooggeetthheerr  ootthheerr  tthhaann  mmaann  ((''mmuukkhhaallaaffaa''))  aanndd  hhoollyy  ((''qquuddzzii''))..                                        

WWhhaatteevveerr  ccaann  bbee  ssaaiidd  ooff  mmaann  ccaann  nneevveerr  aappppllyy  ttoo  AAllllaahh..  

HHee  hhaass  nnoo  nneeeeddss  wwhhaatteevveerr..  AAll--GGhhaazzzzaallii  iilllluussttrraatteess  iitt:: 

   Love is to sense a need of the beloved, and since Allah cannot be said 

to have a need or an experience of a need, it is therefore impossible 

that Allah should love". (Compare with John 3:16).  

AAllllaahh  iiss  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteedd  aass  tthhee  ssoovveerreeiiggnn  tthhaatt  iiss  aabboovvee  aallll  aanndd  ddooeess  wwhhaatt  hhee  pplleeaasseess..  HHee  iiss  ttoottaallllyy  

ddeettaacchheedd  aanndd  uunnrreessttrriicctteedd,,  aass  wwee  aallrreeaaddyy  ssaaww  iinn  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  cchhaapptteerr..  

IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  uunnjjuusstt,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  ''lloovvee  ooff  AAllllaahh’’  ddooeess  nnoott  ffeeaattuurree  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  HHeerree  iiss  aa  

lliisstt  ooff  aallll  iinnssttaanncceess  ooff  AAllllaahh’’ss  lloovvee  tthhaatt  aappppeeaarr  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  FFiirrsstt  wwee  llooookk  aatt  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee::  

  

  

AAllllaahh  ddooeess  NNOOTT  lloovvee  

    ttrraannssggrreessssoorrss  ((SSuurraahh  22::119900))  

    mmiisscchhiieeff  aanndd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  iitt  ((SSuurraahh  22::220055;;  2288::7777))  

    uunnggrraatteeffuull  aanndd  wwiicckkeedd  ccrreeaattuurreess  ((SSuurraahh  22::227766))  

    tthhee  ttrreeaacchheerroouuss  ((SSuurraahh  88::5588))  

    wwaasstteerrss  ((SSuurraahh  66::114411;;  77::3311;;  55::8877  [[tthhoossee  wwhhoo  lliivvee  iinn  eexxcceessss,,  eexxttrraavvaaggaanntt!!]]))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ttrreessppaassss  bbeeyyoonndd  bboouunnddss  ((SSuurraahh  77::5555))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  wwrroonngg  ((SSuurraahh  33::114400;;  4422::4400))  

    aarrrrooggaanntt  bbooaasstteerrss  ((SSuurraahh  3311::1188;;  5577::2233))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  eexxuulltt  [[iinn  rriicchheess]]  ((SSuurraahh  2288::7766))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  rreejjeecctt  ffaaiitthh  ((SSuurraahh  3300::4455))  

    aannyy  ttrraaiittoorrss  ((SSuurraahh  2222::3388))  

    tthhoossee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  ppeerrffiiddyy  aanndd  ccrriimmee  [[cchheeaattiinngg]]  ((SSuurraahh  44::110077))  

AAllllaahh  lloovveess  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  ggoooodd  ((SSuurraahh  22::119955;;  33::113344;;  55::9933))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ttuurrnn  ttoo  hhiimm  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  aanndd  kkeeeepp  tthheemmsseellvveess  ppuurree  aanndd  cclleeaann                                

((SSuurraahh  22::222222;;  99::110088))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelliieevvee  aanndd  wwoorrkk  ddeeeeddss  ooff  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ((SSuurraahh  1199::9966))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  lloovvee  hhiimm  ((SSuurraahh  33::3311;;  55::5544))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffiigghhtt  iinn  hhiiss  ccaauussee  iinn  bbaattttllee  ((SSuurraahh  6611::44))  

    tthhee  jjuusstt  ((SSuurraahh  4499::99;;  6600::88;;  55::4422))  

    tthhee  rriigghhtteeoouuss  ((SSuurraahh  99::44,,77))  

    tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  kkiinndd  ((SSuurraahh  55::1133))  
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TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ffuullll  lliisstt  eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  ttwwoo  ppaassssaaggeess:: 

 He is oft-forgiving, full of loving-kindness (Surah 85:14) and  

 My lord is indeed full of mercy and loving-kindness (Surah 11:41). 

 

TThhee  qquuootteedd  tteexxttss  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  bbeenneeffiicciiaarriieess  ooff  AAllllaahh’’ss  lloovviinngg--kkiinnddnneessss::  

TThhee  ppuurree,,  kkiinndd,,  jjuusstt  aanndd  rriigghhtteeoouuss  bbeelliieevveerrss,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddoo  ggoooodd,,  lloovvee  AAllllaahh  aanndd  ((iiff  nneeeedd  

bbee))  ffiigghhtt  ffoorr  hhiimm  iinn  bbaattttllee,,  aanndd  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoo  mmiisscchhiieeff  oorr  eexxuulltt  iinn  rriicchheess  oorr  cchheeaatt,,  aarree  nnoott  

ttrraannssggrreessssoorrss  ((ooff  GGoodd''ss  llaaww))  oorr  ttrreessppaasssseerrss,,  lliivvee  nnoott  eexxttrraavvaaggaannttllyy  iinn  eexxcceessss  aanndd  wwaassttee,,  aarree  

nnoott  uunnggrraatteeffuull  oorr  wwiicckkeedd,,  aarree  nnoott  aarrrrooggaanntt  oorr  vvaaiinngglloorriioouuss  oorr  bbooaasstteerrss,,  nneeiitthheerr  ttrraaiittoorrss  aanndd  

ddoo  nnoo  wwrroonngg..  WWhhoo  ooff  uuss  qquuaalliiffiieess??  

TThhee  lloovvee  ooff  AAllllaahh  iiss  ccoonnddiittiioonnaall,,  qquuiittee  uunnlliikkee  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  YYaahhwweehh  aanndd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  

  

                    TTHHEE  LLOOVVEE  OOFF  GGOODD  AASS  SSHHOOWWNN  IINN  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  

      This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us. We 
love Him, because He first loved us  1.John 4:10,16 

 

IIff  aasskkeedd  wwhhiicchh  iiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  pprroommiinneenntt  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  ooff  GGoodd''ss  nnaattuurree,,  mmoosstt  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

wwoouulldd  rreeppllyy  wwiitthhoouutt  hheessiittaattiioonn  lloovvee..  AA  ffeeww  ppaassssaaggeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  wwiillll  

ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  tthhiiss  ccoonnvviinncciinnggllyy:: 

      I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with 
loving-kindness.  Jer. 31:3 

 
      He said: 'Surely they are my people, sons who will not be false 

to me'; and so he became their Saviour. In all their distress he 
too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up 
and carried them.  Isa. 63:8+9 

 
      For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.  John 3:16+17 

 
      Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world 

and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 

   John 13:1 

      As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that 
my joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other 
as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that 
one lay down his life for his friends. 

   John 15:9-12 
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      God's Son loves us and gave himself for us  Gal. 2:2 
 

  Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved.  Eph. 2:4+5 

 
  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 

Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly 
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners Christ died for us.  Rom. 5:6-8 

 

  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword? As it is written: 'For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered'. No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Rom. 8:35-39 

 

  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.  Gal. 2:20 

 

  How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God!  1. John 3:1 

 

  God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.  1. John 4:8-10,16 

 

  We love him because he first loved us.  1. John 4:19 

  To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 
and Father - to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

  Rev. 1:5+6 

IItt  iiss  ssuurreellyy  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ''lloovvee''  oorr  rreellaatteedd  wwoorrddss  aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd  mmoorree  tthhaann  225500  ttiimmeess  

aalloonnee  iinn  tthhee  NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt  ((wwhhiicchh  iiss  aabboouutt  2255%%  lloonnggeerr  tthhaann  tthhee  QQuurr''aann)),,  wwhheerreeaass  oonnllyy  2233  

ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann??    
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GGOODD’’SS  PPOOWWEERR  AASS  DDIISSPPLLAAYYEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  AANNDD  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE      

ALLAH’S POWER IN ISLAM  

AAllllaahh’’ss  ppoowweerr  iiss  aabbssoolluuttee,,  oovveerr  aallll..  IItt  iiss  nnoott  nneecceessssaarriillyy  rreessttrraaiinneedd  bbyy  hhiiss  nnoorrmmss  ooff  

rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss..    

AA  ccoommppaarriissoonn  ooff  GGoodd  wwiitthh  aa  ggoooodd  sshheepphheerrdd  ((aass  iinn  PPss..  2233,,  LLkk..  1155::44--55  oorr  JJoohhnn  1100::1144))  oorr,,  mmoorree  

ppeerrssoonnaall,,  wwiitthh  aa  bbrriiddeeggrroooomm  oorr  hhuussbbaanndd  ((IIssaa  6622::55,,  JJeerr..  22::22  aanndd  33::11,,  1144)),,  aass  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ddooeess,,  iiss  

mmiissssiinngg  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  IInnddeeeedd  iitt  mmiigghhtt  bbee  vviieewweedd  ttoo  bbee  bbllaasspphheemmoouuss..  

TThhee  MMuusslliimm  uunnddeerrssttaannddss  hhiimmsseellff  ttoo  bbee  aa  ssllaavvee  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  MMaasstteerr,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  aann  uunnrreeaassoonnaabbllee  

ppoossiittiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ccrreeaatteedd  oovveerr  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  CCrreeaattoorr..  AAllllaahh  iiss  ddeeppiicctteedd  aass  aann  aauutthhoorriittaarriiaann  rruulleerr..  HHee  

ddiidd  nnoott  rreevveeaalleedd  hhiimmsseellff,,  bbuutt  hhiiss  llaawwss..  HHee  pprroovviiddeess  mmaann  wwiitthh  hhiiss  gguuiiddaannccee  aanndd  ddeemmaannddss  hhiiss  

ccoommmmaannddss  ttoo  bbee  ccaarrrriieedd  oouutt..  HHoowweevveerr,,  aallll,,  eevveenn  oobbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  hhiiss  LLaaww,,  iiss  pprreeddeetteerrmmiinneedd  bbyy  hhiiss  

wwiillll:: 

      If We [i.e. Allah] had so willed, we could certainly have brought every 

soul its true guidance; but the word from me will come true, 'I will fill 

hell with Jinns and men all together'. Surah 32:13 

 

      Had Allah willed He could have made you (all) one nation, but He 

sendeth whom He will astray and guideth whom He will, and ye will 

indeed be asked of what ye used to do.  Surah 16:93 

 

      Allah leads astray those whom He pleases, and guides whom He    

pleases. He is the Mighty, the Wise. Surah 14:4 

 

     Of the men He hath created: He forgiveth whom He pleaseth and He 

punishes whom He pleaseth.  Surah 5:20 

 

 

RReeaadd  aallssoo  SSuurraahhss  3377::9966;;  7766::2299--3300;;  44::8888;;  1166::3366;;  66::114499;;  77::115588..  

TThhiiss  iiss  ssttrroonnggllyy  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh..   

YYAAHHWWEEHH''SS  PPOOWWEERR  IINN  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  

  IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  iinnccoorrrreecctt  ttoo  ssttaattee  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ddooeess  nnoott  mmeennttiioonn  tthhee  ssoovveerreeiiggnnttyy  aanndd  

ppoowweerr  ooff  GGoodd::  

God is exalted in His power! Job 36:22 

He heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds. He 
determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. 
Great is our Lord and mighty his power; his understanding has no 
limit. Ps. 147:3-5 

No-one is like you; O Lord, you are great, and your name is 
mighty in power. Who should not revere you, O King of the 
nations? This is your due. Among all the wise men of the nations 
and in all their kingdoms, there is no-one like you. Jer. 10:6+7 
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Tell them this: 'These gods, who did not make the heavens and 
the earth, will perish from the earth and from under the heavens'. 
But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by 
his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding. 
Jer. 10:11+12 

 
     Come and see what God has done, how awesome his works in 

man's behalf! He turned the sea into dry land, they passed 
through the river on foot - come, let us rejoice in him. He rules for 
ever by his power, his eyes watch the nations - let not the 
rebellious rise up against him. Ps. 66:5-7 

 
                       YYaahhwweehh  uusseess  HHiiss  ppoowweerr  ttoo  bbeenneeffiitt  uuss:: 

     His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his 
own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires. 2. Pet. 1:3+4 

 
     God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 

love and self-discipline. 2. Tim. 1:7 

 
I, the Lord, do not change! Mal. 3:6 

 

 

     Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows.  James 1:17 

 
    Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his 

purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he 
confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by two 
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be 
greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure.  Hebr. 6:17-19 

 

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  iitt  mmuusstt  bbee  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  YYaahhwweehh  iiss  nnoott  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  ooff  eevviill  oorr  ssiinn,,  nneeiitthheerr  ddooeess  HHee  wwiillll  iitt..  

HHee  tteemmppoorraarriillyy  ttoolleerraatteess  iitt  aanndd  uusseess  ssoorrrrooww  oorr  ddiissttrreessss  aass  mmeeaannss  ttoo  ccaallll  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  

ttoo  HHiimmsseellff..  OOnnllyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddiiee  wwiitthhoouutt  hhaavviinngg  aacccceepptteedd  tthhee  ooffffeerreedd  ppaarrddoonn  ooff  GGoodd  aarree  lloosstt  aanndd  

wwiillll  bbee  iinn  hheellll..  IItt  wwaass  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  cchhooiiccee!! 

TThheerree  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  aarrbbiittrraarryy  aaccttiioonn  nnoorr  cchhaannggee  iinn  YYaahhwweehh..  NNeeiitthheerr  HHee  nnoorr  HHiiss  

WWoorrdd  wwiillll  cchhaannggee..  HHee  hhaass  ccoommmmiitttteedd  HHiimmsseellff  ttoo  iitt  --  ssoo  wwee  ccaann  ffuullllyy  ttrruusstt  iitt.. 
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 You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil. With you the wicked 
cannot dwell, the arrogant cannot stand in your presence. You hate all 
who do wrong. You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and 
deceitful men the Lord abhors.  Ps. 5:4-6 

 

 

 

 

      TTHHEE  9999  MMOOSSTT  EEXXCCEELLLLEENNTT  NNAAMMEESS  OOFF  AALLLLAAHH   

 The most beautiful (or excellent) names belong to Allah, so call on Him by 

them. Surah 7:180 

 

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aa  HHaaddiitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssaaiidd::  ""AAllllaahh  hhaass  nniinneettyy--nniinnee  NNaammeess,,  oonnee--hhuunnddrreedd  lleessss  oonnee;;  aanndd  

hhee  wwhhoo  mmeemmoorriizzeedd  tthheemm  aallll  bbyy  hheeaarrtt  wwiillll  eenntteerr  PPaarraaddiissee..""  TToo  ccoouunntt  ssoommeetthhiinngg  mmeeaannss  ttoo  kknnooww  iitt  bbyy  

hheeaarrtt..  ((NNaarrrraatteedd  bbyy  AAbbuu  HHuurraaiirraa))..  ((SSaahhiihh  AAll--BBuukkhhaarrii  HHaaddiitthh  99..448899,,  sseeee  aallssoo  33..889944  aanndd  TTiirrmmiizzii  

HHaaddiitthh  22228855))..  

BBaasseedd  oonn  tthhiiss,,  mmaannyy  MMuusslliimmss  rreecciittee  tthheessee  nnaammeess  ((oofftteenn  uussiinngg  aa  ''TTaassbbiihh'',,  aa  kkiinndd  ooff  rroossaarryy  wwiitthh  110000  

bbeeaaddss,,  oonnee,,  tthhee  bbiiggggeerr  oonnee,,  ssttaannddss  ffoorr  tthhee  nnaammee  AAllllaahh,,  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerrss  ffoorr  tthhee  9999  nnaammeess  oorr  aattttrriibbuutteess))..  

       

TThheessee  aarree  tthhee  nnaammeess  ooff  AAllllaahh  aanndd  ((iinn  bbrraacckkeettss))  tthhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ttiimmeess  tthheeyy  aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann::  

  

  TThhee  MMeerrcciiffuull  ((116699))  

  TThhee  CCoommppaassssiioonnaattee  ((111144))  

  TThhee  KKiinngg  ((66))  

  TThhee  MMoosstt  HHoollyy  OOnnee  ((22))  

  TThhee  PPeeaaccee  ((tthhee  SSoouunndd  OOnnee))  ((11))  

  TThhee  FFaaiitthhffuull  OOnnee  ((wwhhoo  ggiivveess  sseeccuurriittyy))  ((11))  

  TThhee  PPrrootteeccttoorr  ((aanndd  gguuaarrddiiaann))  ((22))  

  TThhee  UUnniiqquuee  aanndd  MMiigghhttyy  OOnnee  ((8899))  

  TThhee  SSuuppeerr  SSttrroonngg  OOnnee  ((wwhhoo  ccoommppeellss  ttoo  oobbeeyy))  ((11))  

  TThhee  SSuupprreemmee  oorr  PPrroouudd  OOnnee  ((11))  

  TThhee  CCrreeaattoorr  ((88))  

  TThhee  MMaakkeerr  ((OOrriiggiinnaattoorr  ooff  aallll  ccrreeaattiioonn))  ((22))  

  TThhee  FFaasshhiioonneerr  ((11))  

  TThhee  FFoorrggiivviinngg  OOnnee  ((55))  

  TThhee  DDoommiinnaanntt  ((IIrrrreessiissttiibbllee  CCoonnqquueerroorr))  ((66))  

  TThhee  BBeessttoowweerr  ((ggiivviinngg  ffrreeeellyy  aanndd  rriicchhllyy))  ((33))  

  TThhee  PPrroovviiddeerr  ((wwhhoo  pprroovviiddeess  aallll  ssuusstteennaannccee))  ((11))  

  TThhee  OOppeenneerr  ((wwhhoo  ooppeennss  aallll  tthhiinnggss))  ((22))  

  TThhee  OOmmnniisscciieenntt  ((tthhee  KKnnoowweerr))  ((115588))  

  TThhee  RReessttrraaiinneerr  ((ttaakkeess  hhoolldd  aanndd  ddrraawwss  ttooggeetthheerr))  

  TThhee  SSpprreeaaddeerr  

  TThhee  AAbbaasseerr  ((ffoorr  uunnbbeelliieevveerrss))  

      TThhee  EExxaalltteerr  ((ffoorr  bbeelliieevveerrss))  

  TThhee  OOnnee  wwhhoo  eexxaallttss  aanndd  rraaiisseess  ttoo  hhoonnoouurr  

  TThhee  DDeessttrrooyyeerr  ((wwhhoo  hhuummbblleess))  

  TThhee  AAllll--HHeeaarriinngg  OOnnee  ((4466))  

  TThhee  AAllll--SSeeeeiinngg  OOnnee  ((4444))  

  TThhee  RRuulleerr  oorr  AArrbbiitteerr  

  TThhee  JJuusstt  oorr  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  OOnnee  

  TThhee  SSuubbttllee  OOnnee  ((77))  

  TThhee  AAwwaarree  OOnnee  ((4455))  

  TThhee  CClleemmeenntt  ((FFoorrbbeeaarriinngg  OOnnee))  ((1122))  

  TThhee  GGrraanndd  OOnnee  ((88))  

  TThhee  MMoossttllyy  FFoorrggiivviinngg  OOnnee  ((9911))  

  TThhee  GGrraatteeffuull  OOnnee  ((eexxpprreessssiinngg  tthhaannkkffuullnneessss))  ((44))  

  TThhee  EExxaalltteedd  ((MMoosstt  HHiigghh  OOnnee))  ((66))  

  TThhee  PPoowweerrffuull  GGuuaarrddiiaann  ((tthhee  pprreesseerrvveerr))  ((11))  

  TThhee  SSttrreennggtthheenneerr  ((pprroovviiddeess  aallll  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss))  ((11))  

  TThhee  RReecckkoonneerr  ((44))  

  TThhee  MMaajjeessttiicc  ((SSuubblliimmee  OOnnee))  ((22))  

  TThhee  PPuurree  aanndd  GGeenneerroouuss  OOnnee  ((33))  

  TThhee  WWaattcchheerr  ooff  AAllll  ((55))  

  TThhee  AApppprroovveerr  ((wwhhoo  rreessppoonnddss  ttoo  eevveerryy  nneeeedd))  ((11))  

  TThhee  CCoommpprreehheennssiivvee  OOnnee  ((uunnlliimmiitteedd  ccaappaacciittyy))  ((99))  

  TThhee  UUllttiimmaatteellyy  WWiissee  ((9955))  

  TThhee  OOnnee  WWhhoo  sshhoowwss  SSyymmppaatthhyy  ((22))  

  TThhee  MMoosstt  GGlloorriioouuss  OOnnee  ((22))  

  TThhee  RRaaiisseerr  ((wwhhoo  sseennddss  tthhee  ddeeaadd  ttoo  lliiffee))  

  TThhee  WWiittnneessss  ((wwhhoo  iiss  oommnniisscciieenntt))  ((2211))  

  TThhee  RRiigghhtt  aanndd  tthhee  TTrruutthh  ((wwhhoo  iiss  jjuussttiiccee))  ((88))  

  TThhee  AAddvvooccaattee  ((aanndd  ffaaiitthhffuull  ttrruusstteeee))  ((1133))  

  TThhee  SSttrroonngg  ((1111))  
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            TThhee  FFiirrmm  ((aanndd  RReelliiaabbllee  OOnnee))  ((11))  

  TThhee  FFrriieennddllyy  PPrrootteeccttoorr  ((2211))  

  TThhee  PPrraaiisseewwoorrtthhyy  OOnnee  ((1177))  

  TThhee  CCoouunntteerr  ((wwhhoo  kkeeeeppss  eexxaacctt  ssttaattiissttiiccss))  

  TThhee  BBeeggiinnnneerr  ((oorriiggiinnaattoorr))  

  TThhee  RReessttoorreerr  ((1122))  

  TThhee  QQuuiicckkeenneerr  ((22))  

  TThhee  KKiilllleerr  

  TThhee  LLiivviinngg  ((aanndd  aabbssoolluuttee  ppeerrcciippiieenntt  oonnee))  ((55))  

  TThhee  SSuubbssiissttiinngg  OOnnee  ((wwhhoo  ssttaannddss  ffiirrmm))  ((33))  

  TThhee  FFiinnddeerr  ((wwhhoo  hhaass  nnoo  nneeeeddss))  

  TThhee  OOnnee  GGlloorriiffiieedd  

  TThhee  OOnnee  aanndd  oonnllyy  ((2211))  

  TThhee  EEtteerrnnaall  ((11))  

  TThhee  MMiigghhttyy  aanndd  PPoowweerrffuull  OOnnee    ((4444))  

  TThhee  PPrreevvaaiilliinngg  OOnnee  ((44))  

  TThhee  OOnnee  wwhhoo  bbrriinnggss  ffoorrwwaarrdd  

  TThhee  DDeeffeerrrreerr  ((kkeeeeppiinngg  aallll  aatt  aa  ddiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  hhiimm))  

  TThhee  LLiigghhtt  ((55))  

  TThhee  GGuuiiddee  ((aanndd  lleeaaddeerr))  ((1100))  

  TThhee  IInnccoommppaarraabbllee  MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  OOnnee  ((22))  

  TThhee  EEnndduurriinngg  OOnnee  

            TThhee  FFiirrsstt  ((11))  

              

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

          TThhee  LLaasstt  ((11))  

          TThhee  OOuuttwwaarrddllyy  MMaanniiffeesstt  aanndd  EEvviiddeenntt  OOnnee  ((22))  

          TThhee  IInnwwaarrdd  ((HHiiddddeenn  OOnnee))  ((22))  

          TThhee  GGoovveerrnnoorr  ((3311))  

          TThhee  IInnhheerriittoorr  

TThhee  DDiirreeccttoorr  ((wwhhoo  ggiivveess  jjuuddiicciioouuss  gguuiiddaannccee))  ((11))  

TThhee  PPaattiieenntt  OOnnee  ((wwhhoo  hhaass  ppeerrffeecctt  ttiimmiinngg))                            

TThhee  EExxaalltteedd  ((11))                                                                 

TThhee  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  BBeenneeffaaccttoorr  ((DDuuttiiffuull  OOnnee))  ((11))                    

TThhee  OOnnee  wwhhoo  ccaauusseess  aanndd  rreecceeiivveess  ((1100))               

TThhee  AAvveennggeerr                                                                            

TThhee  PPaarrddoonneerr  ((55))                                                              

TThhee  KKiinndd  aanndd  IInndduullggeenntt  OOnnee  ((1100))                                     

TThhee  RRuulleerr  ooff  tthhee  KKiinnggddoomm  ((wwhhoo  ccoonnttrroollss  aallll))  ((22))               

TThhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  aallll  MMaajjeessttyy  aanndd  HHoonnoouurr  ((22))                              

TThhee  EEqquuiittaabbllee  OOnnee  ((wwhhoo  hhaannddss  oouutt  jjuussttiiccee))                                

TThhee  CCoolllleeccttoorr  ((wwhhoo  aaccccoommpplliisshheess  hhiiss  ppuurrppoossee))  ((22))                              

TThhee  RRiicchh  OOnnee  ((wwhhoo  nneeeeddss  nnootthhiinngg))  ((1188))                             

TThhee  EEnnrriicchheerr                                                                     

TThhee  GGiivveerr                                                                                       

TThhee  WWiitthhhhoollddeerr                                                                       

TThhee  DDiissttrreesssseerr  ((wwhhoo  iiss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  eevviill))                         

TThhee  PPrrooffiitteerr  ((wwhhoo  iiss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  ffoorr  ggoooodd)) 
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WWEE  TTAAKKEE  NNOOTTEE::  

The word ‘God’ is used by all religions but with greatly differing meaning. 

Consequently, we need to compare  Allah with the God of the Bible in order to 

find out whether they are identical – or not. 

 

 The word Allah was known before Muhammad. The name was used for the chief 

deity in Arabia, but also by Jews and Christians. 

 

 Who then is Allah? 

 He is ‘taweed’, absolutely alone, the only one. This is in contrast to the 

triune nature of God in the Bible. 

  

 ‘Allahu akbar’, Allah is great! He has power over all things. He is the only 

cause of whatever exists and is done. Nothing happens without his will. 

Consequently, he is the author of evil and the only one who causes it. This 

understanding originated the Islamic doctrine of pre-decree, which is utter 

determinism and contradicts any responsibility of man for his actions. Yet 

man will face the punishment for his sinful actions. 

 

 Allah is ‘mukhalifa’, absolutely other than anything existing. 

 

 Allah is ‘tanzih’, far removed in his glory and majesty. 

 

These given premises contradict attributes like love, mercy and grace, which are 

often used in the Qur’an, but given a differing meaning as in the Bible 

 

  11..  AAllllaahh  wwaass  kknnoowwnn  aanndd  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  bbyy  ppaaggaannss  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  ttiimmee  aass  

aa  cchhiieeff  ddeeiittyy,,  aanndd  ssoo  wweerree  hhiiss  ‘‘ddaauugghhtteerrss’’  oorr  mmiinnoorr  ddiieettiieess..  TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  AAllllaahh  bbeeccaammee  aa  ssoommeewwhhaatt  mmiissuunnddeerrssttoooodd  oorr  mmiissrreepprreesseenntteedd  ffoorrmm  ooff  

tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  aanndd  wwaass  ggiivveenn  aa  sseeeemmiinnggllyy  bbiibblliiccaall  aappppeeaarraannccee..  

  22..  TThhee  ddeessccrriippttiioonn  ooff  YYaahhwweehh  EElloohhiimm  ((iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee))  aanndd  AAllllaahh  ((iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann))  

vvaarryy  ssttrroonnggllyy  iinn  mmaannyy  wwaayyss..  HHoowweevveerr,,  bbootthh  aarree  vviieewweedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ccrreeaattoorr,,  aallmmiigghhttyy  

eettcc..,,  aanndd  tthhee  jjuuddggee  ooff  mmaannkkiinndd  oonn  tthhee  LLaasstt  DDaayy..  

  33..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  --  tthhee  oonnllyy  wwiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  aallssoo  ooff  IIssllaamm  --  

ddooeess  nnoott  bbiibblliiccaallllyy  qquuaalliiffyy  ffoorr  pprroopphheetthhoooodd,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ssiinnccee  hhiiss  mmeessssaaggee  ddiiffffeerrss  

ffuunnddaammeennttaallllyy  ffrroomm  bbiibblliiccaall  SSccrriippttuurree,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  rreevveeaalleedd  ttoo  mmaannyy  pprroopphheettss  oovveerr  aa  

ppeerriioodd  ooff  11440000  yyeeaarrss..  TThheerree  iiss  aallssoo  nnoo  ootthheerr  aacccceeppttaabbllee,,  eevviiddeenncceedd  rreeaassoonn  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ccllaassssiiffiieedd  aass  aa  mmeesssseennggeerr  ffrroomm  GGoodd  aammoonngg  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  

wwrriitteerrss  wwhhoomm  hhee  ccoonnttrraaddiiccttss..  ((RReeaadd::  ‘‘TThhee  IIssllaammiicc--CChhrriissttiiaann  CCoonnttrroovveerrssyy))..  

  44..  TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ccoonnvviinncciinngg  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ddiivviinnee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  

  55..  AArraabb  CChhrriissttiiaannss  uussee  tthhee  nnaammee  AAllllaahh  ffoorr  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  bbeeccaauussee  iitt  iiss  tthhee  

AArraabb  wwoorrdd  ffoorr  GGoodd..  IInn  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  BBiibblleess  tthhee  WWoorrdd  EElloohhiimm  oorr  TThheeooss  ((==  GGoodd))  iiss  

aallwwaayyss  ttrraannssllaatteedd  aass  AAllllaahh..  TThhiiss  ggooeess  ffaarr  bbaacckk  iinn  hhiissttoorryy!!  
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RReeccoommmmeennddeedd  LLiitteerraattuurree  ffoorr  CChhaapptteerr    55..  

MMiizzaannuu’’ll  HHaaqqqq,,  ‘‘TThhee  BBaallaannccee  ooff  TTrruutthh’’,,  CC..GG..  PPffaannddeerr,,  11991100,,  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffrroomm  ‘‘LLiigghhtt  

ooff  LLiiffee’’,,  PPoossttffaacchh  1133,,  AA--99550033  VViillllaacchh,,  AAuussttrriiaa  

TThhee  MMoosslleemm  DDooccttrriinnee  ooff  GGoodd,,  SSaammuueell  ZZwweemmeerr,,  AAmmeerriiccaann  TTrraacctt  SSoocciieettyy  11990055,,  112200  

ppaaggeess..  

    aass  aa  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  aanndd  sscchhoollaarr  ooff  IIssllaamm  ZZwweemmeerr  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess  cclleeaarrllyy  tthhaatt  tthhee  

AAllllaahh  ooff  IIssllaamm  iiss  tthhee  ccoommpplleettee  ooppppoossiittee  ooff  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  ooff  

JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  AAlltthhoouugghh  wwrriitttteenn  lloonngg  ttiimmee  aaggoo  iitt  hhaass  iittss  rreelleevvaannccee  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  

tthhee  uunncchhaannggeedd  MMuusslliimm  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  GGoodd..  

WWhhoo  iiss  AAllllaahh  iinn  IIssllaamm??,,  AAbbdd  AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee,,  110088  ppaaggeess..  

                          tthhiiss  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  ccoonnttrraasstt  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBiibblliiccaall  

vviieeww        ppooiinnttss  ttoo  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  ssuucchh  aa  ccoonncceepptt  lleeaaddss  ttoo  tthhee  oopppprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  

aanndd  tthhee  bboonnddaaggee  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss..  IItt  iiss  vveerryy  hheellppffuull  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn  

tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aanndd  tthhee  QQuurr''aann 

  Islam, Alfred Guillaume, 1979 Penguine Books 

  Christians ask Muslims, Gerhard Nehls, 1987, Life Challenge Africa 
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                                                            66..  TTHHEE  TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  ooff  aa  rreelliiggiioonn  ddeeffiinneess  iittss  ffoorrmmaall  aanndd  ssppiirriittuuaall  ccoonntteenntt..  AAss  aa  rruullee  ooff  tthhuummbb  oonnee  ccaann  

ssaayy  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmoorree  eemmpphhaassiiss  iiss  llaaiidd  oonn  tthhee  ffoorrmmss,,  tthhee  lleessss  ssppiirriittuuaalliittyy  mmaayy  bbee  ffoouunndd..  

WWee  wwiillll  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  iiss  iinnddeeeedd  eexxcceessssiivvee  iinn  pprreesseennttiinngg  rruulleess  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp  aanndd  bbeehhaavviioouurr,,  

eexxpprreessssiinngg  iittss  uutttteerr  ssuubbjjeeccttiioonn  ttoo  LLaaww..  

TThhee  bbooddyy  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  tthhee  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn,,  tthhee  ssuumm  ooff  ffoolllloowweerrss,,  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘uummmmaahh’’..  TThhiiss  ‘‘uummmmaahh’’  iiss  

pprroovviiddiinngg  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  wwiitthh  aa  ccoonntteexxtt  ffoorr  hhiiss  rreelliiggiioouuss  lliiffee..  IItt  iiss  aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  tthhee  ccoonnttrroolllliinngg  

bbooddyy  tthhaatt  pprreevveennttss,,  eevveenn  oopppprreesssseess  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt,,  iinnddiivviidduuaall  tthhoouugghhtt..  WWhhaatt  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  ffoolllloowweedd,,  

sshhoouulldd  bbee  ddoonnee  aass  vviissiibbllyy  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..  TThhaatt  mmaakkeess  ffeeaarr  tthhee  ppeerrhhaappss  uunnccoonnsscciioouuss  bbuutt  nnoonnee  tthhee  

lleessss  rreeaall  ccoonnttrrooll  mmeecchhaanniissmm  ooff  IIssllaamm..  

NNoo--oonnee  ccaann  bbee  aa  MMuusslliimm  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  ssppeecciiffiieedd  ffaaiitthh,,  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘iimmaann’’,,  aanndd  aaddhheerriinngg  ttoo  cceerrttaaiinn  

PPrraaccttiicceess,,  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘DDeeeenn’’..  SSiinnccee  tthhee  pprraaccttiiccee  iiss  mmoorree  iinn  tthhee  ffoorreeggrroouunndd,,  wwee  bbeeggiinn  wwiitthh  tthhiiss..  

  

  

DDEEEENN::  TTHHEE  PPRRAACCTTIICCEE  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM      

TThhee  bbaassiicc  eesssseennttiiaallss  iinn  ‘‘TThhee  PPrraaccttiiccee  ooff  IIssllaamm’’  aarree  ssuummmmeedd  uupp  iinn  tthhee  ffiivvee  ppiillllaarrss  ooff  ffaaiitthh..        

TThheeyy  aarree::  

  

  11..  SSHHAAHHAADDAA  --  TTHHEE  CCOONNFFEESSSSIIOONN  OOFF  FFAAIITTHH,,  ii..ee..  tthhee  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ''KKaalliimmaa''  ((==  

wwoorrdd))::    

""TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ggoodd  bbuutt  AAllllaahh,,  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee  mmeesssseennggeerr  ((aappoossttllee))  ooff  AAllllaahh""  

IItt  rreepprreesseennttss  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall,,  tthhee  eesssseennccee  ooff  IIssllaamm..  IItt  iiss  aa  MMuusslliimm’’ss  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  

mmuusstt  aallssoo  bbee  ccoonnffeesssseedd  ttoo  nnoonn--MMuusslliimmss..    

TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhiiss  ssttaatteemmeenntt  iiss  rreecciitteedd  ttoo  ccoonnffeessss  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  GGoodd  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp  

aanndd  oobbeeddiieennccee  tthhaann  tthhee  oonnee  aanndd  oonnllyy  lliivviinngg  GGoodd..  

TThhee  sseeccoonndd  ppaarrtt  aaffffiirrmmss  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  tthhee  ffiinnaall  aanndd  llaasstt  pprroopphheett  aanndd  mmeesssseennggeerr  ooff  

AAllllaahh..  IItt  iiss  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  hhiiss  tteeaacchhiinnggss  aarree  ggiivveenn  ffoorr  aallll  mmaannkkiinndd  aanndd  ffoorr  aallll  ttiimmee..  AAllll  ffoorrmmeerr  

pprroopphheettss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aappppooiinntteedd  ffoorr  oonnee  nnaattiioonn  aanndd  ffoorr  aa  ssppeecciiffiicc  ttiimmee  oonnllyy..  TThheeiirr  tteeaacchhiinngg  iiss,,  

tthheerreeffoorree,,  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  vvaalliidd..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  rreeppllaacceedd  tthheemm  wwiitthh  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann..  MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt,,  

aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  pprreeaacchheedd  tthhee  ssaammee  mmeessssaaggee,,  iitt  ggoott  lloosstt  oorr  wwaass  ppeerrvveerrtteedd..  BBeessiiddeess,,  oonnllyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  wwoorrddss  aanndd  aaccttiioonnss  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  tthhee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

QQuurr’’aann  ((ttaaffssiirr)),,  aanndd  tthheessee  aarree  pprreesseerrvveedd  ccoorrrreeccttllyy  ttoo  tthhiiss  ddaayy..  

TThhee  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ccrreeeedd  iiss  tthhee  eennttrraannccee  ttoo  IIssllaamm..  BByy  vviirrttuuee  ooff  rreecciittiinngg  iitt  bbyy  ffaaiitthh  iinn  

AArraabbiicc,,  aa  ppeerrssoonn  bbeeccoommeess  aa  MMuusslliimm..  TThheerreeffoorree  ssoommee  MMuusslliimmss  ttrryy  ttoo  mmaakkee  aa  lleeaarrnneerr  ooff  

AArraabbiicc,,  oorr  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwhhoo  kknnoowwss  ssoommee  AArraabbiicc,,  rreecciittee  iitt..  ““TThhiiss  iiss  aa  ssoolleemmnn  aaffffiirrmmaattiioonn,,  

ddeeccllaarraattiioonn,,  pplleeddggee  oorr  aa  ffoorrmmaall  aaggrreeeemmeenntt  tthhaatt  iiss  lleeggaallllyy  bbiinnddiinngg  ttoo  aa  MMuusslliimm  wwhhoo  ccllaaiimmss  ttoo  

bbee  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  BBrrootthheerrhhoooodd..””  ((==  ‘‘uummmmaahh’’))  ((TTBBII,,  pp..  6633))  

FFrroomm  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  cchhiillddhhoooodd  aa  MMuusslliimm  wwiillll  ccoonnffeessss  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  AAllllaahh  aanndd  tthhee  ffiinnaalliittyy  ooff  tthhee  

PPrroopphheetthhoooodd  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  WWiitthh  tthheessee  ssttaatteemmeennttss  hhee  iiss  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  iimmmmuunniizzeedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  aallll  

rreelliiggiioouuss  iinnfflluueenncceess  ffrroomm  oouuttssiiddee  IIssllaamm..  EEvveerryy  MMuusslliimm  hhaass  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthhee  ccrreeeedd,,  ootthheerrwwiissee  

hhee  iiss  nnoott  rreeggaarrddeedd  aa  MMuusslliimm  ((==  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  ttoo  GGoodd))..  TThheerreeffoorree,,  aa  MMuusslliimm  wwhhoo  iiss  ssuussppeecctteedd  ttoo  

hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  iiss  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbee    aasskkeedd  ttoo  rreecciittee  tthhee  SShhaahhaaddaa  oorr,,  aass  iitt  iiss  aallssoo  ccaalllleedd,,  

KKaalliimmaa..  

IItt  mmuusstt  bbee  aaddddeedd  hheerree,,  tthhaatt  aa  MMuusslliimm  iiss  ffrreeee  ttoo  ddeennyy  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh,,  iiff  tthhaatt  sshhoouulldd  eennddaannggeerr  

hhiimm//hheerr,,  aass  SSuurraahh  1166::110066  tteeaacchheess::  ““AAnnyy  oonnee  wwhhoo,,  aafftteerr  aacccceeppttiinngg  ffaaiitthh  iinn  AAllllaahh,,  uutttteerrss  

uunnbbeelliieeff,,  eexxcceepptt  uunnddeerr  ccoommppuullssiioonn,,……oonn  tthheemm  iiss  wwrraatthh  ffrroomm  AAllllaahh  aanndd  tthheeiirrss  wwiillll  bbee  aa  

ddrreeaaddffuull  cchhaassttiisseemmeenntt””..  TThhiiss  iiss  aa  ssttrraannggee  tthhiinnkkiinngg  ttoo  aannyy  CChhrriissttiiaann..  WWee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  aa  ggrreeaatt  
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nnuummbbeerr  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaannss  hhaadd  ttoo  ddiiee  aa  hhoorrrriibbllee  ddeeaatthh  aafftteerr  ccoonnffeessssiinngg  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh,,  wwhhiicchh  ccoouulldd  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aavveerrtteedd  bbyy  aa  ddeenniiaall  ooff  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt..  

TThhiiss  tteeaacchhiinngg  aabboouutt  ccoonncceeaallmmeenntt  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘ttaaqqiiyyaa’’  aanndd  iiss  qquuiittee  ffrreeeellyy  uusseedd  iinn  tthhee  SShhii’’aa  

MMuusslliimm  wwoorrlldd,,  tthhoouugghh  bbyy  nnoo  mmeeaannss  eexxcclluussiivveellyy  ssoo,,  aanndd  nnoott  jjuusstt  uunnddeerr  ccoommppuullssiioonn..  OOvveerr      

tthhee  yyeeaarrss  ‘‘ttaaqqiiyyaa’’  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  aa  bbrraanndd  nnaammee  ffoorr  aannyy  ccoonncceeaallmmeenntt  iinncclluuddiinngg  lliieess,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  

ttoowwaarrddss  nnoonn--MMuusslliimmss..  

YYeett  iitt  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  oobblliiggaattoorryy  ffoorr  aa  MMuusslliimm  ttoo  ccoonnffeessss  aanndd  pprrooppaaggaattee  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh..  TThhiiss        

iiss  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘ddaawwaahh’’..  AAccttuuaallllyy    ''ddaawwaahh''  mmeeaannss  iinnvvooccaattiioonn,,  ‘‘ttoo  ccaallll  oonn’’..  TThhee  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm  

bbyy  TT..PP..  HHuugghheess  eexxppllaaiinnss  tthhaatt  tthhee  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ffoorrmm  ooff  tthhiiss  iinnvvooccaattiioonn  oorr  ccaalllliinngg  iiss  ddiirreecctteedd  

ttoowwaarrddss  ssppiirriittss  aanndd  iiss  bbyy  tthhaatt  ttookkeenn  aann  ooccccuulltt  pprraaccttiiccee  aanndd  iinnvvoollvveess  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ssppeellllss..  OOnnee  iiss  

oonnllyy  aalllloowweedd  ttoo  ccaallll  oonn  ‘‘ggoooodd  aannggeellss’’  oorr  ‘‘jjiinnnnss’’,,  hhoowweevveerr..  ((sseeee::  FFoollkk  IIssllaamm))..  TTooddaayy’’ss  

MMuusslliimmss  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  tteerrmm  ttoo  mmeeaann  tthhee  ccaallll  oonn  nnoonn--MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  aacccceepptt  IIssllaamm,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  iiss  

tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  mmeeaanniinngg  ooff  ‘‘ddaawwaahh’’..  FFrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  ‘‘IIssllaammiicc  RReevvoolluuttiioonn’’  ‘‘ddaawwaahh’’  

mmoovveemmeennttss  hhaavvee  mmuusshhrroooommeedd..  AAllll  oovveerr  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ggrreeaatt  nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  MMuusslliimm  mmiissssiioonnaarriieess  

pprrooppaaggaattee  IIssllaamm,,  mmoorree  oofftteenn  tthhaann  nnoott  bbyy  aattttaacckkiinngg  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  

AAss  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwee  oobbsseerrvvee::                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ((aanndd  tthhee  hhiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  cchhuurrcchh))  pprroovviiddee  uuss  wwiitthh  aa  sseevveerraall  

ffoorrmmuullaattiioonnss  ooff  aa  ccrreeeedd  ((NNiicceeaann  CCrreeeedd,,  PPhhiill..  22::55--1111,,  11..  TTiimm..  22::55++66  eettcc)),,  wwee  ddoo  nnoott  

ccoonnssiiddeerr  ssoommeeoonnee  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  jjuusstt  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  rreecciitteess  aannyy  ooff  tthheessee..  

  

  22..  SSAALLAATT    [[iinn  aarraabb..  tthhee  ''tt''  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  iiss  nnoott  pprroonnoouunncceedd]]..  TThhee  RRIITTUUAALL  PPRRAAYYEERRSS  

ccoonnssiisstt  ooff  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ffiivvee  ddaaiillyy  lliittuurrggiiccaall  pprraayyeerrss  aatt  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ttiimmeess  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  

pprreessccrriibbeedd  mmaannnneerr,,  mmuusstt  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd..  WWiitthhiinn  tthhiiss  ddaaiillyy  rroouuttiinnee  aa  pprreessccrriibbeedd  pprraayyeerr  mmuusstt  bbee  

rreecciitteedd  sseevveenntteeeenn  ttiimmeess  aallttooggeetthheerr  ((ttwwiiccee  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg  pprraayyeerr;;  ffoouurr  ttiimmeess  aatt  tthhee  nnoooonn  

pprraayyeerr,,  ffoouurr  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  aafftteerrnnoooonn  pprraayyeerr;;  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  ffoouurr  ttiimmeess  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  nniigghhtt  pprraayyeerr))..  TThhiiss  iiss  ccaalllleedd  bbyy  mmaannyy  PPeerrssiiaann  aanndd  IInnddiiaann  MMuusslliimmss  ''nnaammaazz''..  TThhee  

wwoorrddiinngg  ooff  tthhiiss  pprraayyeerr  iiss  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  aappppeennddiixx..  

TThhee  SSaallaatt  iiss  nnoott  aa  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  pprraayyiinngg,,  aass  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwoouulldd  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  iitt..  IItt  iiss  ccoommppuullssoorryy  

aanndd  hhiigghhllyy  rreegguullaatteedd..  WWee  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  tthhaatt  ccoommmmuunniinngg  wwiitthh  GGoodd  eesssseennttiiaallllyy  eexxcclluuddeess  bbootthh,,  

ccoommppuullssiioonn  aanndd  rreegguullaattiioonn,,  aass  iitt  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  ddeevvoottiioonn  aanndd  lloovvee,,  wwhhiicchh  sshhoouulldd  nneeiitthheerr  bbee  

eennffoorrcceedd  nnoorr  ffoorrmmaalliizzeedd..    

TThhee  nnaammeess  aanndd  tthhee  ttiimmee  ffoorr  tthhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  tthheessee  ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerrss  iiss  ffiixxeedd..  TThheeyy  aarree::  

    

ffaajjrr    ((bbeettwweeeenn  ddaawwnn  aanndd  ssuunnrriissee))  ((wwiitthh  22  rruukkuu’’)),,    

zzuuhhrr  ((bbeettwweeeenn  mmiiddddaayy  aanndd  mmiidd--aafftteerrnnoooonn))  ((wwiitthh  44  rruukkuu’’)),,    

              ‘‘aassrr  ((bbeettwweeeenn  mmiidd--aafftteerrnnoooonn  aanndd  ssuunnsseett))  ((wwiitthh  44  rruukkuu’’)),,  

mmaagghhrriibb  ((jjuusstt  aafftteerr  ssuunnsseett))  ((wwiitthh  33  rruukkuu’’)),,  

iisshhaa’’  ((bbeettwweeeenn  nniigghhttffaallll  aanndd  ddaayybbrreeaakk))  ((wwiitthh  44  rruukkuu’’)),,  

  

TThheessee  pprraayyeerrss  aarree  nnoott  nnoorrmmaallllyy  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  iinn  aa  mmoossqquuee,,  eexxcceepptt  ffoorr  tthhee  FFrriiddaayy  nnoooonn  pprraayyeerr..    

BBeeffoorree  aannyy  pprraayyeerr  aa  rriittuuaall  wwaasshhiinngg  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  ((gghhuussll,,  wwuudduu))..  TThhee  pprraayyeerr  iiss  ddiirreecctteedd  

vviiaa  tthhee  qqiibbllaa  ((iinnddiiccaatteedd  bbyy  aa  nniicchhee  iinn  eevveerryy  mmoossqquuee))  ttoo  tthhee  kkaa’’bbaa  iinn  MMeeccccaa..  TThhee  wwoorrddss  ooff  tthhee  

pprraayyeerr  ttoo  bbee  rreecciitteedd  ((sseeee  AAppppeennddiixx))  aarree  aaccccoommppaanniieedd  bbyy  mmeettiiccuulloouussllyy  pprreessccrriibbeedd  aaccttiioonnss..  TThhiiss  

iinncclluuddeess  bboowwiinngg  ddoowwnn  ((rruukkuu’’,,  ssiinngguull..  rraakk’’aahh))  aanndd  pprroossttrraattiioonnss  ((ssuuddjjuudd))..  DDeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  tthhee        

ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  ddaayy,,  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  nnuummbbeerr  ooff    rruukkuu’’  aanndd  ssuuddjjuudd  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd,,  eeaacchh  aaccccoomm--
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ppaanniieedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreecciittaall  ooff  tthhee  pprraayyeerr..  SSoo  iinn  aallll  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  wwiillll  hhaavvee  ttoo  bbee  rreecciitteedd  1177  ttiimmeess                                

eevveerryy  ddaayy..      FFoorr  tthheessee  pprraayyeerrss  eexxaacctt  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  aarree  iissssuueedd  ttoo  pprreessccrriibbee  tthhee  ppoossiittiioonniinngg  ooff  tthhee  

bbooddyy,,  tthhee  hhaannddss  aanndd  ffeeeett  aatt  eevveerryy  ssttaaggee..  AA  pprraayyeerr,,  wwhhiicchh  ppeerrffoorrmmss  aammiissss,,  iiss  ssaaiidd  nnoott  ttoo  bbee  

aacccceeppttaabbllee  ttoo  AAllllaahh..  

IItt  iiss  ttrruullyy  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  ttoo  ffiinndd  MMuusslliimmss,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  aa  ccaalllluusseedd  sskkiinn  oonn  tthheeiirr  ffoorreehheeaadd,,  wwhhiicchh  

rreessuulltteedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  ttoouucchhiinngg  tthhee  fflloooorr  iinn  pprraayyeerr..  

TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  rriittuuaall  pprraayyeerrss  aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd,,  bbuutt  nnoott  ddeessccrriibbeedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ((SSuurraahhss  1111::111144,,                                  

1177::7788,,  22::223388)),,  oonnllyy  iinn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssaaiidd::  ""BBeettwweeeenn  aa  mmaann  aanndd  aappoossttaassyy  ((tthhee  aacctt                          

ooff  ttuurrnniinngg  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  oonnee’’ss  rreelliiggiioonn))  tthheerree  iiss  oonnllyy  tthhee  ggiivviinngg  uupp  ooff  aass--SSaallaatt..""  ((TTBBII,,  pp..  6655))  SSoo,,                                    

eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm  wwhhoo  ggiivveess  uupp  pprraayyeerr  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aann  uunnbbeelliieevveerr..  

TThhee  pprraaccttiiccee  ooff  SSaallaatt  IIssllaamm  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ssppiirriittuuaall  gguuiiddaannccee  ttoo  MMuusslliimmss..  IItt  iiss  aann  aacctt  ooff  

wwoorrsshhiipp  aanndd  mmeeaanntt  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  pprraaccttiiccee,,  ssppiirriittuuaall  nnoouurriisshhmmeenntt  aanndd  ttrruuee  mmoottiivvaattiioonn  

((TTBBII,,  pp..  6644))..  TThhee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  tthhee  ssaallaatt  iiss  nnaattuurraallllyy  vviieewweedd  aass  mmeerriitt  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd,,  aass  aallssoo  tthhee  

QQuurr’’aann  ssuuggggeessttss..  

MMuusslliimmss  ssaayy  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprraayyeerrss  

    ssttrreennggtthheenn  tthhee  bbeelliieeff  iinn  AAllllaahh  aanndd  ccrreeaattee  tthhee  wwiilllliinnggnneessss  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  hhiimm  

    hheellpp  ttoo  ffooccuuss  oonn  ggoooodd  eelleemmeennttss  iinn  lliiffee  

    aarree  aa  mmeeaannss  ooff  cclleeaannlliinneessss,,  ppuurriittyy  aanndd  ppuunnccttuuaalliittyy  

    bbrriinngg  uupp  ggoooodd  qquuaalliittiieess  ((ppaattiieennccee,,  hhooppee,,  ccoonnffiiddeennccee,,  ggrraattiittuuddee,,  ggoooodd  mmaannnneerrss))  

    pprroovvee  tthhee  uunniittyy  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  bbrrootthheerrhhoooodd  

TThhee  ccaallll  ttoo  pprraayyeerr,,  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘aazzaann’’,,  aannnnoouunncceess  tthhee  ttiimmee  ffoorr  pprraayyeerr..  FFoorrmmeerrllyy,,  tthhiiss  wwaass  cchhaanntteedd  bbyy  

tthhee  MMuueezzzziinn  ffrroomm  tthhee  MMiinnaarreett  ((ttoowweerr))  ooff  aa  mmoossqquuee  bbuutt  nnoowwaaddaayyss  tthhiiss  iiss  ddoonnee  tthhrroouugghh  

lloouuddssppeeaakkeerrss..  IInn      pprreeddoommiinnaannttllyy  ‘‘CChhrriissttiiaann’’  aarreeaass,,  tthhee  ffiivvee  pprraayyeerr--ccaallllss  aarree  eeqquuaallllyy  aa  tteessttiimmoonnyy  

ttoo  IIssllaamm..  

TThhee  ccaalllleerr  ffaacceess  tthhee  ‘‘qqiibbllaahh’’  ((ddiirreeccttiioonn  ttoo  MMeeccccaa))  aanndd  rraaiisseess  bbootthh  hhaannddss  ttoo  hhiiss  eeaarrss,,  sshhoouuttiinngg::  

""AAllllaahhuu  AAkkbbaarr"".. 

               On hearing the azan, a Muslim’s heart is filled with the splendour of the call 

and the glory of Allah. Both the crier and the hearer of azan should make a 

private petition to God to give all the honour to Prophet Muhammad 

(p.b.u.h.) on the Day of Judgement and to allow him to intercede on their 

behalf for their sins.   TBI, p. 79 

  

  33..  ZZAAKKAATT  --  TTHHEE  GGIIVVIINNGG  OOFF  AALLMMSS    [[aaggaaiinn  tthhee  ''tt''  iiss  nnoott  pprroonnoouunncceedd]]  TThhiiss  ‘‘ppoooorr  ttaaxx’’  iiss  

aa  rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttyy  aanndd  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  lleessss  tthhaann  22..55%%  ooff  tthhee  iinnccoommee  aabboovvee  oonneess  bbaassiicc  nneeeeddss..  

TThhiiss  lleeggaallllyy  oorrddeerreedd  cchhaarriittyy  iiss  ttoo  bbee  ppaaiidd  aannnnuuaallllyy  bbyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  ppoooorr  

aanndd  ootthheerr  ccaatteeggoorriieess  ooff  ddeesseerrvviinngg  ppeerrssoonnss  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  LLaaww..  ((TTBBII,,  pp..  110055))  

EEvveerryy  MMuusslliimm  wwhhoo  ddooeess  nnoott  wwaanntt  ttoo  ppaayy  tthhiiss  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  iiss  wwaarrnneedd  sseevveerreellyy  iinn  SSuurraahh  99,,  aa  

cchhaapptteerr  oorriiggiinnaallllyy  rreeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  JJiihhaaaadd  bbuutt  ttooddaayy  uusseedd  aass  aa  ggeenneerraall  ssttaatteemmeenntt:: 

             Those who hoard gold and silver and spend it not in the Way of Allah: 

announce unto them a most grievous penalty ... On the Day when it 

(Wealth) will be heated in the fire of Hell and with it will be branded with 

their foreheads, their flanks and their backs... ’This is the (treasure) which 

you hoarded for yourselves: taste ye, then, the treasures ye stored up!’  
Surah 9:34-35 

              O ye who believe! spend out of (the bounties) We have provided for you, 

before the Day comes when no bargaining (will avail), nor friendship, nor 

intercession.  Surah 2:254 
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  44..  SSAAWWMM  --  KKEEEEPPIINNGG  TTHHEE  FFAASSTT  DDUURRIINNGG  TTHHEE  MMOONNTTHH  OOFF  RRAAMMAADDAAAANN                                                      

iiss  aa  dduuttyy  ffoorr  aallll,,  eexxcceepptt  tthhee  ssiicckk,,  ttrraavveelleerrss,,  pprreeggnnaanntt  wwoommeenn,,  nnuurrssiinngg  mmootthheerrss  aanndd  cchhiillddrreenn..  TThhee  

ffaasstt  iiss  ttoo  llaasstt  ffrroomm  tthhee  rriissiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssuunn  uunnttiill  ssuunnsseett..  

AA  ggoooodd  MMuusslliimm  wwiillll  ffaasstt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  RRaammaaddaaaann  ((99tthh  mmoonntthh  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  lluunnaarr  

ccaalleennddaarr))..  DDuurriinngg  tthheessee  3300  ddaayyss  aa  MMuusslliimm  wwiillll  rreeffrraaiinn  ffrroomm  eeaattiinngg,,  ddrriinnkkiinngg,,  ssmmookkiinngg,,  

sseexxuuaall  aaccttiivviittyy  aanndd  aannyy  pplleeaassuurreess  ffrroomm  tthhee  rriissiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssuunn  ttoo  iittss  ggooiinngg  ddoowwnn..  TThhiiss  

ffaassttiinngg  iiss  oobblliiggaattoorryy  ffoorr  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm..  NNoott  eevveenn  tthhee  ssaalliivvaa  sshhoouulldd  bbee  sswwaalllloowweedd..  YYeett,,  iinn  

rreeaalliittyy  mmaannyy  MMuusslliimmss  ssppeenndd  mmoorree  mmoonneeyy  oonn  ffoooodd  dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  RRaammaaddaaaann  tthhaann  iinn  

aannyy  ootthheerr..    

IInn  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  iiss  ttoo  bbee  rreecciitteedd    ((tthhiiss  iiss  wwhhyy  iinn  mmaannyy  QQuurr''aann  

eeddiittiioonnss  tthhee  tteexxtt  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  3300  sseeccttiioonnss))..  

  

  

  55..  HHAAJJJJ  --  PPIILLGGRRIIMMAAGGEE  TTOO  MMEECCCCAA      iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnccee  iinn  aa  lliiffeettiimmee  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  ZZuu''ll--HHiijjjjaahh,,  iiff  tthhee  mmeeaannss  aalllloowwss  tthhiiss..  TThheerree  iiss  aallssoo  aa  mmiinnoorr  

ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ((UUmmrraa)),,  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  bbee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  aatt  aallll  ootthheerr  ttiimmeess..  WWee  oouugghhtt  ttoo  rreeaalliizzee  tthhaatt  

vveerryy  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllee  ccoosstt  iiss  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  aa  ppiillggrriimmaaggee,,  qquuiittee  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttrraavveell  ffaarree..  

AA  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  tthhee  ''bbaaiitt''aallllaahh'',,  tthhee  ‘‘hhoouussee  ooff  AAllllaahh’’,,  tthhee  kkaa''bbaa,,  oonnccee  iinn  aa  lliiffeettiimmee  iiss  aann  

oobblliiggaattiioonn  MMuusslliimmss  hhaavvee  ttoo  ffyyllffiillll,,  pprroovviiddeedd  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  tthhee  mmeeaannss  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo..  TThhiiss  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  

ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  aatt  aa  cceerrttaaiinn  ttiimmee  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr,,  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  ''ZZuu''ll--HHiijjjjaahh  ((tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  ccaalleennddaarr  iiss  

aabboouutt  tteenn  ddaayyss  sshhoorrtteerr  tthhaann  oouurrss,,  ccaauussiinngg  tthhee  ttiimmeess  ooff  ppiillggrriimmaaggeess,,  ffeeaassttss  eettcc..  ttoo  sshhiifftt  yyeeaarr  

bbyy  yyeeaarr))..  AA  vviissiitt  ttoo  tthhee  hhoollyy  ppllaaccee  aatt  aannootthheerr  ttiimmee  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘uummrraahh’’  oorr  mmiinnoorr  ppiillggrriimmaaggee,,  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnoott  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  aa  ssuubbssttiittuuttee  ffoorr  tthhee  HHaajjjj  bbuutt  aa  mmeerriitt  ttoo  aadddd  ttoo  iitt..  

IIrroonniiccaallllyy,,  pprraaccttiiccaallllyy  aallll  rreelliiggiioouuss  rriitteess  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  iinn  IIssllaamm  aarree  ooff  pprree--IIssllaammiicc,,  aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  

ttookkeenn  hheeaatthheenn,,  oorriiggiinn..  WWhheenn  iinn  hhiiss  llaatteerr  yyeeaarrss  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttrriieedd  ttoo  ppeerrssuuaaddee  tthhee  MMeeccccaannss  

ttoo  ttuurrnn  ttoo  IIssllaamm,,  hhee  ccoommpprroommiisseedd  ppaarrttss  ooff  hhiiss  eeaarrlliieerr  ccoonnvviiccttiioonnss..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  aallll  

mmeennttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHaajjjj  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  wwaass  ddoonnee  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa..  SSoommee  sscchhoollaarrss  eevveenn  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  

tthheeyy  aarree  aaddddiittiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  ddoonnee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  AAbbbbaassiidd  rruullee..  

WWhheenn  aa  ppiillggrriimm  aarrrriivveess  aatt  tthhee  ‘‘hhoollyy  cciittyy’’,,  iitt  iiss  iinnccuummbbeenntt  uuppoonn  hhiimm  ttoo  cchhaannggee  hhiiss  nnoorrmmaall  

ccllootthheess  ffoorr  tthhee  iihhrraamm,,  aa  wwhhiittee  ggaarrmmeenntt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwoorrnn  ssppeecciiaallllyy  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ppuurrppoossee..  TThhee  

ppiillggrriimmaaggee  rriitteess  iinncclluuddee  aa  wwaallkk  ttoo  tthhee  ZZaammzzaamm  wweellll,,  wwhhiicchh,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  IIssllaammiicc  lleeggeenndd,,  

pprroovviiddeedd  wwaatteerr  ttoo  ssaavvee  IIsshhmmaaeell  aanndd  HHaaggaarr  ffrroomm  ddeeaatthh..  MMuusslliimmss  wwiillll  nnoott  oonnllyy  wwaanntt  ttoo  

ddrriinnkk  ffrroomm  iitt  bbuutt  oofftteenn  ttaakkee  jjeerrrryy--ccaannss  ffuullll  ooff  ‘‘hhoollyy  wwaatteerr’’  wwiitthh  tthheemm,,  aass  ppooppuullaarr  bbeelliieeff  

aattttrriibbuutteess  ttoo  iitt  aa  ccuurree  ffoorr  aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  ssiicckknneessss..  TThheenn  tthhee  ppiillggrriimm  wwiillll  wwaallkk  sseevveenn  ttiimmeess  

aarroouunndd  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  kkiissssiinngg  aa  bbllaacckk  ssttoonnee  sseett  iinn  ssiillvveerr  aatt  oonnee  ooff  iittss  ccoorrnneerrss..  AAfftteerr  tthhiiss  tthhee  

ppiillggrriimm  mmuusstt  rruunn  sseevveenn  ttiimmeess  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ttwwoo  hhiillllss  SSaaffaa  aanndd  MMaarrwwaa  ((aa  rreemmnnaanntt  ooff  ppaaggaann  

ddaayyss,,  wwhheenn  oonn  eeaacchh  hhiillll  ssttoooodd  aann  iiddooll..  TTooddaayy  aallll  iiss  uunnddeerr  rrooooff))..  OOnn  tthhee  eeiigghhtthh  ddaayy  hhee  

pprroocceeeeddss  ttoo  MMiinnaa,,  aa  vvaalllleeyy  nneeaarr  MMeeccccaa,,  ttoo  mmeeddiittaattee  aanndd  pprraayy..  OOnn  tthhee  nniinntthh  ddaayy  hhee  

pprrooggrreesssseess  ttoo  mmoouunntt  AArraaffaatt  ((wwhheerree  AAddaamm  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  sseeeekkiinngg  GGoodd''ss  mmeerrccyy))..  AAtt  

tthhiiss  ttiimmee  uupp  ttoo  ttwwoo  mmiilllliioonn  ppiillggrriimmss  wwiillll  ‘‘ssttaanndd  bbeeffoorree  AAllllaahh’’  iinn  pprraayyeerr  aanndd  lliisstteenn  ttoo  aa  

sseerrmmoonn  oonn  tthhee  ssiittee  wwhheerree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  pprreeaacchheedd  hhiiss  ffaammoouuss  ffaarreewweellll  sseerrmmoonn  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  

ddeeaatthh..  BBaacckk  aatt  MMiinnaa  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ddaayy,,  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmss  ggaatthheerr  ppeebbbblleess  aanndd  ccaasstt  tthheemm  aatt  aa  

ssttoonnee  ppiillllaarr,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssyymmbboolliizziinngg  tthhee  ddeevviill..  HHeerree  aallssoo  tthhee  mmeenn  hhaavvee  tthheeiirr  hheeaadd  sshhaavveenn  

((aanndd  wwoommeenn  ccuutt  ooffff  aa  ssyymmbboolliicc  lloocckk  ooff  tthheeiirr  hhaaiirr))..  
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AAtt  tthhee  eenndd,,  EEiidd  uull--AAddhhaa’’  tthhee  GGrreeaatt  FFeeaasstt,,  iiss  cceelleebbrraatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssllaauugghhtteerr  ooff  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  

((sseeee  aallssoo  ‘‘TThhee  FFeeaassttss  ooff  IIssllaamm’’  aanndd  ‘‘SSaaccrriiffiicceess’’))..  CCoonncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  HHaajjjj,,  tthhee  ppiillggrriimm  mmaayy  

wwaanntt  ttoo  vviissiitt  MMeeddiinnaa,,  bbuutt  tthhiiss  iiss  nnoo  oobblliiggaattiioonn  ttoo  hhiimm..  

BByy  ppooppuullaarr  bbeelliieeff  tthhee  hhaajjjj  wwiillll  ccaauussee  ppuurriittyy  ooff  hheeaarrtt  bbyy  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  ooff  ssiinnss..  TThhee  hheeaavveennss  

aarree  bbeelliieevveedd  ttoo  bbee  ooppeenn  ddiirreeccttllyy  aabboovvee  tthhee  KKaa’’bbaa  aanndd  pprraayyeerrss  tthheerree  wwiillll  ggoo  uunnhhiinnddeerreedd  ttoo  

AAllllaahh  wwhhoo  wwiillll  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  aannsswweerr  tthheemm..  AA  hhaajjjjii  ((==  oonnee  wwhhoo  hhaass  ccoommpplleetteedd  tthhee  ‘‘hhaajjjj’’))      wwiillll  

hhaavvee  aa  rraaiisseedd  ssttaattuuss  iinn  hhiiss  ssoocciieettyy..  

  

IIMMAANN  ––  TTHHEE  FFAAIITTHH  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM                                                                                                                                                  

A Mulim is obliged to believe in the Articles of Faith as they appear in the Qur’a 

IItt  iiss  nnoott  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  tthhaatt  yyee  ttuurrnn  yyoouurr  ffaacceess  ttoowwaarrddss  EEaasstt  oorr  WWeesstt;;  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  

rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  --  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  AAllllaahh,,  aanndd  tthhee  LLaasstt  DDaayy,,  aanndd  tthhee  AAnnggeellss,,  aanndd  tthhee  

BBooookkss  aanndd  tthhee  MMeesssseennggeerrss;;  ttoo  ssppeenndd  ooff  yyoouurr  ssuubbssttaannccee,,  oouutt  ooff  lloovvee  ffoorr  hhiimm;;  

ffoorr  yyoouurr  kkiinn,,  ffoorr  oorrpphhaannss,,  ffoorr  tthhee  nneeeeddyy,,  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aasskk,,  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  

rraannssoomm  ooff  ssllaavveess;;  ttoo  bbee  sstteeaaddffaasstt  iinn  pprraayyeerr,,  aanndd  pprraaccttiissee  rreegguullaarr  cchhaarriittyy..                                                      
SSuurraahh  22::117777  

  11..  AALLLLAAHH..  AA  MMuusslliimm  mmuusstt  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  AAllllaahh,,  wwhhoo  iiss  oonnee..  HHiiss  qquuaalliittiieess,,  

nnaattuurree  aanndd  eesssseennccee  aarree  ddeeppiicctteedd  iinn  hhiiss  ‘‘9999  MMoosstt  BBeeaauuttiiffuull  NNaammeess’’  ((pppp..  112233ffff))..  

  22..  AANNGGEELLSS..  MMuusslliimmss  aarree  ssttrroonngg  bbeelliieevveerrss  iinn  aannggeellss..  TThheessee  iinncclluuddee  44  aarrcchhaannggeellss  ((GGaabbrriieell  iiss  

nnaammeedd))  aanndd  aann  iinnddeeffiinniittee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  oorrddiinnaarryy  aannggeellss..  TThheeyy  aallssoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  jjiinnnnss,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  

ssppiirriittss,,  ssoommee  ggoooodd  aanndd  ssoommee  bbaadd..  ((sseeee  tthhee  cchhaapptteerr  oonn  FFoollkk  IIssllaamm))..  

  33..  AALLLL  RREEVVEEAALLEEDD  BBOOOOKKSS..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  IIssllaamm  ssccrriippttuurreess  wweerree  rreevveeaalleedd  ttoo  AAddaamm,,  SSeetthh,,  

EEnnoocchh,,  AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  mmaannyy  ootthheerrss..  TThheessee  aarree  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  lloosstt..  TThhee  SSccrriippttuurreess  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aass  

bbeeiinngg  iinn  eexxiisstteennccee  aarree::  

          TThhee  TToorraahh  ((TTaauurraatt))  

          TThhee  PPssaallmmss  ((ZZaabbuurr))  

          TThhee  GGoossppeell  ((IInnjjiill))  

          TThhee  QQuurr''aann  

  IItt  iiss  iinnddeeeedd  nnootteewwoorrtthhyy  tthhaatt  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  aabboovvee  ddooccttrriinnee  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm  iiss  oobblliiggeedd  

ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  tthhiiss  iiss  nnoott  ddoonnee  ((sseeee  VVooll  22::  ‘‘TThhee  IIssllaammiicc--

CChhrriissttiiaann  CCoonnttrroovveerrssyy’’))..  
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  44..  AALLLL  PPRROOPPHHEETTSS..  MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  112244  000000  pprroopphheettss  lliivveedd  iinn  ttiimmeess  ppaasstt  aammoonngg  aallll  

nnaattiioonnss..  MMoosstt  aarree,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee,,  nnoott  nnaammeedd..  PPrroopphheettss  aarree  ccaalllleedd  ''NNaabbii''  ((ppll..  ‘‘AAmmbbiijjaa’’))  oorr  

''RRaassuull''  ((ppll..  ‘‘RRuussuull’’))..  AA  RRaassuull  iiss  oonnee  wwhhoo  wwaass  ggiivveenn  aa  bbooookk  bbyy  aann  aannggeell,,  aa  NNaabbii  oonnee  wwhhoo  

rreecceeiivveedd  iinnssppiirraattiioonn..  PPrroopphheettss  tthhaatt  aarree  nnaammeedd  aarree::  AAddaamm  ((AAddaamm)),,  IIddrriiss  ((EEnnoocchh)),,  NNuuhh  

((NNooaahh)),,  HHuudd  ((??)),,  SSaahhllii  ((MMeetthhuusseellaahh)),,  IIbbrraahhiimm  ((AAbbrraahhaamm)),,  IIssmmaaiill  ((IIsshhmmaaeell)),,  IIsshhaaqq  ((IIssaaaacc)),,  

YYaaqquubb    ((JJaaccoobb)),,  YYuussuuff    ((JJoosseepphh)),,  LLuutt    ((LLoott)),,  MMuussaa    ((MMoosseess)),,  HHaarruunn  ((AAaarroonn)),,  SShhuu’’aaiibb    

((JJeetthhrroo??)),,  Da’ud (David), Sulaiman (Solomon), Ilyas (Elijah), Alyasa (Elisha), Ayub 

(Job), Yunus (Johnah), Uzair (Ezra), Luqman (?), Zu’l-Kiff  (possibly Isaiah),  ZZakariya  

(Zacharias, father of the Baptist)), Yahya (John the Baptist) and Isa (Jesus).1188  ooff  tthheessee  

aarree  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  SSuurraahh  66::8833--8866..  

  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  tthheerree  aarree  331155  ''ssppeecciiaall  mmeesssseennggeerrss''..  NNiinnee  ooff  tthheessee  aarree  eennttiittlleedd  UUlluu''ll--AAzzmm  ((==  

PPoosssseessssoorrss  ooff  CCoonnssttaannccyy))..  NNaammeellyy::  NNooaahh,,  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  DDaavviidd,,  JJaaccoobb,,  JJoosseepphh,,  JJoobb,,  MMoosseess,,  JJeessuuss  

aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  

  AAggaaiinn  nnootteewwoorrtthhyy  iiss  tthhee  rreeqquueesstt  bbyy  IIssllaamm  tthhaatt  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm  iiss  uunnddeerr  oobblliiggaattiioonn  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  iinn  aallll  

tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  pprroopphheettss  ––  iinncclluuddiinngg  JJeessuuss!!  HHeerree  aaggaaiinn  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  ffoouunndd  wwaayyss  ttoo  uutttteerrllyy  

ddiissccoouurraaggee  MMuusslliimmss  ffrroomm  ttaakkiinngg  tthhiiss  sseerriioouuss..  

  55..  TTHHEE  LLAASSTT  DDAAYY..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff  JJuuddggmmeenntt  wwhheenn  aallll  mmeenn  aarree  ttoo  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  

ttoo  tthheeiirr  ddeeeeddss    oorr  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprreeddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  ooff  AAllllaahh,,  aanndd  aaddmmiitttteedd  ttoo  PPaarraaddiissee  oorr  HHeellll..  

  66..            OOtthheerrss  hhaavvee  aaddddeedd  PPRREEDDEESSTTIINNAATTIIOONN..  IItt  iiss,,  iinn  ffaacctt,,  eesssseennttiiaall  ffoorr  aa  MMuusslliimm  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  

iinn  pprreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn..      

  

  

 

HHOOWW  FFAATTEE  IISS  PPRREEDDEESSTTIINNEEDD  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  

IInn  AArraabbiicc  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ''qqaaddaarr''  oorr  ''ttaaqqddiirr''  ((ssaammee  rroooott))  aarree  ttrraannssllaatteedd  aass  ‘‘pprreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn’’..  IItt  sshhoouulldd  

bbeetttteerr  bbee  ttrraannssllaatteedd  aass  pprree--ddeeccrreeee..  

IInn  aa  CCoommmmeennttaarryy  ooff  IIssllaammiicc  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ((HHaaddiitthh))  wwee  hhaavvee  tthhiiss  ddeeffiinniittiioonn:: 

  Taqdir means in the popular sense pre-destination, fate or destiny. It 

means literally to make manifest the measure of a thing or simply to 

determine a measure. Another word which comes in this connection is 

Qaza meaning pre-decree or pre-decision. 
 Mishkat III, p. 93 

Thhee  QQuurr''aann  ssaayyss:: 

 Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed for us. 
 Surah 9:51 

 

 He is irresistibly, supreme over his servants  Surah 6:61 

 

WWhheenn  wwee  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  AAllllaahh  iiss  iirrrreessiissttiibbllee,,  tthhee  ppoossssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  cchhooiiccee  iiss  nnoott  ggrraanntteedd  ttoo  mmaann..  TThhee  

iimmpplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ddooccttrriinnee  iiss  bbeesstt  ddeessccrriibbeedd  iinn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh::  
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He is the Irresistible (watching) from above over His worshippers, and 

He sets guardians over you. At length, when death approaches one of 

you, our angels take his soul and they never fail in their duty. 

 
 Sahl b.Sa'd reported it from Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon 

him) that a person (that) performs deeds like the deeds of the people of 

Paradise ... would be amongst the dwellers of Hell. And a person  

(that) acts apparently like the people of Hell, but (in fact) he would be 

among the dwellers of Paradise. 

 

 There was argument between Adam and Moses. Moses said to Adam: 

You are our father. You did us harm and caused us to get out of 

Paradise. Adam said to him: You are Moses. Allah selected you (for 

direct conversation with you) and wrote with His own Hand the Book 

(Torah) for you. Despite this you blame me for an act which Allah had 

ordained for me forty years before He created me. Allah's Apostle 

(may peace be upon him) said: This is how Adam came the better of 

Moses. 

 

 Abu Huraira reported Allah's Apostle (may peace be upon him) as 

saying: Verily Allah has fixed the very portion of adultery which a 

man will indulge in, and which he of necessity must commit.”   

 "Most of the persons have committed grave error in the proper 

understanding of this hadith. They argue that if one has of necessity to 

commit adultery, then why an extremely severe punishment has been 

prescribed by Islam for his offense? This argument exposes the lack of 

understanding on their part. The simple and straight meaning of this 

hadith is that just as each person is created as a separate entity having 

distinct qualities - physical, intellectual - of his own, in spite of his 

being a member of the human race, in the same way each person is 

endowed with a sexual lust of a certain measure, according to which 

he has his sexual yearnings from which he cannot find an escape. 
 Sahih Muslim IV, p. 1396-1398 

 Abu Hurairah reported that the Apostle of Allah said: Verily Allah pre-

ordained for the son of Adam his share of fornication. That will 

overtake  him without doubt.   Mishkat III, p. 103 

  

    SShhoouulldd  oonnee  nnoott  ddiiffffeerreennttiiaattee  bbeettwweeeenn  aadduulltteerryy  aanndd  nnaattuurraall  sseexxuuaall  yyeeaarrnniinngg??  

  

 

PREDESTINATION AS IT IS TAUGHT IN THE QUR’AN    

 

Over the years Muslim theologians have argued about the mutually excluding doctrines 

of freedom of choice and pre-decree. The Mutazilah argued strongly for the necessity for 

freedom of choice, if an accountability for transgression is envisaged, but… 
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 … better far than all argument, the orthodox say, is the testimony of 

the Book. 'All things have we created under a fixed decree' (Surah 

54:49). 'God created you and that ye make' (Surah 37:96). 'Some of 

them there were whom God guided and there were others decreed to 

err' Surah 16:36 
 ‘Dictionary of Islam’, p. 473 

TThheessee  ppaassssaaggeess  aarree  qquuootteedd  ffrroomm  aann  oollddeerr  QQuurr''aann  ttrraannssllaattiioonn..  MMoorree  rreecceenntt  ttrraannssllaattoorrss  hhaavvee  

eexxppeeddiieennttllyy  ''iinntteerrpprreetteedd''  tthheessee  pprroobblleemmaattiicc  vveerrsseess..  PPlleeaassee  ccoommppaarree::  

TThhee  mmooddeerrnn  ''ttrraannssllaattiioonn''  bbyy  YYuussuuff  AAllii  ccaammoouuffllaaggeess  tthhee  mmeeaanniinngg:: 

 Verily, all things have we created in proportion and measure. 
 Surah 54:49 

 But Allah has created you and your handiwork! 
 Surah 37:96 

 Of the people were some whom Allah guided, and some on whom error 

became inevitably (established). 
       Surah 16:36  

MMoorree  aabboouutt  tthhee  ddiissppuuttee  wwee  ccaann  rreeaadd  iinn  aa  ccoommmmeennttaarryy  iinn  tthhee  ''MMiisshhkkaatt'':: 

 Much intellectual blood has been spent over the question of pre-

destination. The strong Muslim solidarity which the Prophet had once 

so laboriously cemented has been greatly weakened on account of 

bitter controversies over this question. This is because there are 

apparent conflicting views on the subject in the Qur'an and Hadis. On 

the one hand, the scriptures uphold the doctrine of freedom of will and 

the consequent responsibility for actions, and on the other they 

emphasis that it is only God who guides and misguides as He pleases 

and that the fate of man and everything was pre-determined before 

their creation. Among the former Muslims, there were two extreme 

schools of thought - the Zabariyas and the Qadriyas. The former 

school holds that God is the Creator of man's deeds whether good or 

bad and that man is entirely powerless and without responsibility in 

the matter. They contend that man has got no power to go beyond his 

destiny or decree of God before his creation. They cite the following 

Qur'anic verses in their support - "And whomsoever Allah guides, 

there in none that can misguide him"  Surah 39:37. "And if Allah afflict 

[sic] you with harm, then there is none to remove it but He and if He 

intends good to you, there is none to repel His grace" Surah 10:107. And 

"with Him are the measures of the unseen - none knows them but He, 

and He knows what is in the land and in the sea, and there falls not a 

leaf but He knows it, nor a grain in the darkness of the earth, nor 

anything green or dry but it is all in a clear book"  Surah 6:39. "No evil 

befalls on the earth, nor on your own souls but it is in a book before 

We bring it into existence Surah 57:22. 

 

 The Qadriyas and later on the Mutazilas hold that man has got 

absolute freedom of will and the consequence [sic] responsibility of 

[sic] actions, and that if the former view is accepted, the rewards for 

various acts and punishments for sins cannot at all be explained. They 

cite the following verse in support of their case. "And whatever 

affliction befalls on you, it is on account of what your hands have 

wrought  Surah 42:30. 
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 "The two views as above noted are diametrically opposite to each 

other, and none could find out a satisfactory solution of [sic] the 

problem. We have therefore no other alternative but to believe in 

predestination as well as in freedom of will with consequence of 

actions. Let us, however, try to harmonise the apparent conflict to 

some extent leaving the rest to God. This complexity of human 

character leads us to absolute faith both in predestination and human 

freedom of will. The next point is that the right view according to the 

majority of the Muslim jurists to our opinion is the mean [middle] 

between the two extreme views. In other words, man is neither 

absolutely compelled, nor absolutely free". 
 Mishkat III, p. 93-95 

 

WWee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhiiss  ttoo  bbee  aa  vveerryy  ssttrraannggee  ''ssoolluuttiioonn''..      

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  vveerrsseess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iimmppllyy  tthhaatt  mmaann  iiss  rreessppoonnssiibbllee  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  

ppuunniisshheedd  oorr  rreewwaarrddeedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  ddeeeeddss:: 

JJuusstt  aabboouutt  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimmss  eexxppeeccttss  ttoo  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ddeeeeddss::    

  

  Allah guideth not such as He leads astray, and there is none to help 

them. 
 Surah 16:37 

 Say: 'With Allah is the argument that reaches home: if it had been 

his will, he could indeed have guided you all. 

 Surah 6:149 

 For We assuredly sent amongst every People an apostle (with the 

command), 'Serve Allah and eschew Evil'. Of the people were some 

whom Allah guided, and some on whom error became inevitably 
(established). So travel through the earth and see what was the end 

of those who denied (the truth). 
 Surah 16:36 

 Had Allah willed He could have made you (all) one nation, but He 

sendeth whom He will astray and guideth whom He will, and ye 

will indeed be asked of what ye used to do. 
 Surah 16:93 - translation by Marmaduke Pickthall 

 If Allah so willed He could make you all one people: but He 

leaves straying whom He pleases and He guides whom He 

pleases: but ye shall certainly be called to account for all your 

actions. 
 Surah 16:93 – translated by Yusuf Ali 

 

     Above, the more accurate translation is marked by bold type. 

 

 If thy Lord had so willed, He could have made mankind one people; 

but they will not cease to dispute. Except those on whom He hath 

bestowed His Mercy. And for this did He create them: and the Word 

of thy Lord shall be fulfilled: 'I will fill Hell with jinns and men 

together'. 
 Surah 11:118+119 
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 Seek ye to guide him whom Allah hath sent astray? He whom Allah 

sendeth astray, for him thou (O Muhammad) canst not find a road. 

 Surah 4:88 - translation by Marmaduke Pickthall 

 As to those who rejected faith, it is the same to them whether thou 

warn them or do not warn them; they will not believe. Allah hath set 

a seal on their hearts and on their hearing and on their eyes is a 

veil; great is the penalty they (incur). 
 Surah 2:6+7 

 If We had so willed, we could certainly have brought every soul its 

true guidance. But the word from me will come true, 'I will fill Hell 

with Jinns and men all together. 
 Surah 32:13 

 Allah sendeth whom He will astray, and guideth whom He will. He 

is the Mighty, the Wise. 
 Surah 14:4 - translation by Marmaduke Pickthall 

 He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He punisheth whom He 

pleaseth. 
 Surah 5:18 

 Allah doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth. Surah 13:39 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

This is an admonition: whosoever will, let him take a (straight) path 

to the Lord. But ye will not, except as Allah wills; for Allah is full of 

knowledge and wisdom. 
 Surah 76:29+30 

 He intimated to it [i.e. the soul] by inspiration its deviation from 

truth and its piety. 

 as quoted in the Mishkat III, p. 104  (By the soul and the proportion and 

order given to it; and its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right, 

as incorrectly translated by Yusuf Ali) 

 We shall set up scales of justice for the Day of Judgement, so that 

not a soul will be dealt with unjustly in the least. 
 Surah 21:47 

 The balance that day will be true (to the nicety). Those whose scale 

(of good) will be heavy, will prosper. Those whose scale will be 

light, will find their souls in perdition, for that they wrongfully 

treated our signs. 
 Surah 7:8+9 

JJuusstt  aabboouutt  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimmss  eexxppeeccttss  ttoo  bbee  jjuuddggeedd  bbyy  hhiiss  ddeeeeddss  ((ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  aass  aa  MMuusslliimm  

aass  ddeettrreemmeennttaall    aass  tthhaatt  mmaayy  bbee..  

TThhee  ootthheerr  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  iiss,,  tthhaatt  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  mmaann  iiss  aabbssoolluutteellyy  ssuubbjjeecctteedd  ttoo  AAllllaahh''ss  

wwiillll.. 

   

AAllllaahh  mmaayy  oorr  mmaayy  nnoott  gguuiiddee,,  aanndd  eevveenn  lleeaaddss  aassttrraayy..  HHee  ffoorrggiivveess  oorr  rreeffuusseess  ttoo  ffoorrggiivvee  aass  hhee  

pplleeaasseess.. 
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WWhhoomm  AAllllaahh  mmiisslleeaaddss  ccaannnnoott  bbee  gguuiiddeedd  bbyy  aannyyoonnee.. 

  AAllllaahh  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  aallll  mmaannkkiinndd  oonnee  ppeeooppllee  ((uummmmaahh)),,  bbuutt  hhee  lleeaaddss  aassttrraayy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

--  aanndd  tthhee  mmiisslleedd  ppeeooppllee  mmuusstt  bbeeaarr  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  tthheerreeooff.. 

    AAllllaahh  ddeeccrreeeess  eerrrroorr  --  tthhoouugghh  hhee  ccoouulldd  hhaavvee  gguuiiddeedd  aallll  rriigghhttllyy.. 

        AAnndd  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  tthhaatt??  BBeeccaauussee  ooff  tthheeiirr  ddiissoobbeeddiieennccee??    

  

TThhee  ccoonntteexxtt  ooff  tthhee  tteexxttss  eexxppllaaiinn::  

 

Whom Allah doth guide - he is one the right path; whom He 

rejects from his guidance such are the persons who perish. 

 Many are the Jinns and men we have made for Hell; they have 

hearts wherewith they understand not, eyes wherewith they see 

not and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle - nay 

more misguided. 
 Surah 7:178+179 

           AAnnootthheerr  ttrraannssllaattiioonn  ssaayyss:: 

 He whom Allah leadeth, he indeed is led aright, while he whom 

Allah sendeth astray - they indeed are losers. 

 

 Already have We urged unto hell many of the Jinns and 

humankind, having hearts wherewith they understand not, and 

having eyes wherewith they see not, and having ears wherewith 

they hear not. These are as the cattle - nay, but they are worse! 

These are the neglectful. 
 Surah 7:178+179 - translation by Marmaduke Pickthall 

  AAll--BBaaqqaawwii  ssaayyss:: 

 Not only can he do anything, he actually is the only one who does 

anything. When a man writes, it is Allah who has created in his mind 

the will to write. Allah at the same time gives the power to write, then 

brings about the motion of the hand and the pen and the appearance 

upon paper. All other things are passive, Allah alone is active. 

 

PREDESTINATION AS IT IS TAUGHT IN THE HADITH 

PPeeooppllee  aarree  ccrreeaatteedd  ffoorr  ppaarraaddiissee  oorr  hheellll 

 Umar ibn al-Khattab said: Muslim ibn Yasar al-Juhani said: When 

Umar ibn al-Khattab was asked about the verse "When your Lord took 

their offspring from the backs of the children of Adam" - al-Qa'nabi 

recited the verse--he said: I heard the Apostle of Allah (peace be upon 

him) say when he was questioned about it: Allah created Adam, then 

passed His right hand over his back, and brought forth from it his 

offspring, saying: I have these for Paradise and these will do the deeds 

of those who go to Paradise. He then passed His hand over his back 

and brought forth from it his offspring, saying: I have created these for 

Hell, and they will do the deeds of those who go to Hell.  A man asked: 

What is the good of doing anything, Apostle of Allah?  The Apostle of 

Allah (peace be upon him) said: When Allah creates a servant for 

Paradise, He employs him in doing the deeds of those who will go to 

Paradise, so that his final action before death is one of the deeds of 
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those who go to Paradise, for which He will bring him into Paradise. 

But when He creates a servant for Hell, He employs him in doing the 

deeds of those who will go to Hell, so that his final action before death 

is one of the deeds of those who go to Hell, for which He will bring him 

into Hell.  Sunan of Abu-Dawood, Hadith 4686 

 

  

    TThhiiss  iiss  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  eellsseewwhheerree:: 

 Abu Darda's reported that the Holy Prophet said: Allah created Adam 

when He created him. Then he stroke his right shoulder and took out a 

white race as if they were seeds, and He stroke his left shoulder and 

took out a black race as if they were coals. Then He said to those who 

were in his right side: Towards Paradise and I don't care. He said  to 

those who were on his left shoulder: Towards Hell and I don't care. 
 Mishkat III, p. 117 

 
    AAnndd  iitt  iiss  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  bbyy  aall--BBuukkhhaarrii:: 

 Narrated 'Abdullah Allah's Apostle, the truthful and truly-inspired, 

said, 'Each one of you collected in the womb of his mother for forty 

days, and then turns into a clot of an equal period (of forty days) and 

then Allah sends an angel and orders him to write four things, i.e., 

his provision, his age, and whether he will be of the wretched or the 

blessed (in the Hereafter). Then the soul is breathed into him. And by 

Allah, a person among you (or a man) may do deeds of the people of 

the Fire till there is only a cubit or an arm-breadth distance between 

him and the Fire, but then that writing (which Allah has ordered the 

angel to write) precedes, and he does the deeds of the people of 

Paradise and enters it; and a man may do the deeds of the people of 

Paradise till there is only a cubit or two between him and Paradise, 

and then that writing proceeds and he does the deeds of the people of 

the Fire and enters it. 
 Al-Bukhari - "Al-Qadr" vs.  593 

 

 

 

TTHHEE  WWIILLLL  AANNDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS  OOFF  MMAANN  AARREE  PPRREE--DDEETTEERRMMIINNEEDD 

 Verily the Almighty and Glorious Allah finished five things for every 

man of His creation: his fixed term, his action, his resting place, his 

movement and his provision. 
 Mishkat III, p. 117 

     

PPRREE--DDEECCRREEEE  DDOOEESS  NNOOTT  RREESSUULLTT  FFRROOMM  GGOOOODD  OORR  BBAADD  AACCTTIIOONNSS 

 It is arrated by Imran ibn Husayn: Abul Aswad reported that Imran 

asked me: What is your view what the people do today in the world, 

and strive for, is it something decreed for them or preordained for 

them or will their fate in the Hereafter be determined by the fact that 

their Prophets brought them teaching which they did not act upon?  I 

said: Of course, it is something which is predetermined for them and 

preordained for them. He (further) said: Then, would it not be an 
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injustice (to punish them)?  I felt greatly disturbed about that, and 

said: Everything is created by Allah and lies in His Power. He will not 

be questioned as to what He does, but they will be questioned.  

Thereupon he said to me: May Allah have mercy upon you, I only 

meant to ask you in order to test your intelligence. Two men of the 

tribe of Muzaynah came to Allah's Apostle (peace be upon him) and 

said: Allah's Apostle, what is your opinion? That which the people do 

in the world and strive for, is something decreed for them, something 

preordained for them? And will their fate in the Hereafter be 

determined by the fact that their Prophets brought them teachings 

which they did not act upon and thus they deserve of punishment?  

Thereupon, he said: Of course, it happens as it is decreed by Destiny 

and preordained for them, and this view is confirmed by this verse of 

the Book of Allah, the Exalted and Glorious: "Consider the soul and 

Him Who made it perfect, then breathed into it its sin and its piety. 
(91:8).   Sahih Muslim, Hadith 6406 

 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR MAN TO CHANGE AGAINST WHAT IS PRE-DECREED 

FOR HIM/HER   

 The Holy Prophet said: When you hear about a mountain that it has 

shifted itself from its place, believe it, but when you hear about a man, 

that he has changed his nature don't believe it as it will return to what 

it was created upon. 
 Mishkat III, p. 121 

     WWee  aarree  tteemmpptteedd  ttoo  qquuoottee  ffrroomm  tthhee  BBiibbllee:: 

 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed, 
the new has come! 

      2.Cor. 5:17 

 

THERE IS NEITHER ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENSS, NOR OF AN ETERNAL 

DESTINY 

 I heard the Messenger of Allah say - Verily the Almighty and Glorious 

Allah caught one hold with His right hand and another with another 

hand, and said: This is for this, and this is for this, and I don't care. I 

don't know in which of the two holds I am. 
 Mishkat III, p. 118 

 

 Narrated byAnas ibn Malik: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) 

used to say quite frequently: O Turner of the heart, keep me steadfast 

in your religion. I said: Allah's Apostle, we do affirm faith in you and 

in that which you have been sent with. (Despite this) you entertain fear 

about us. Whereupon he said: Yes. Verily the hearts are between two 

Fingers from the Fingers of Allah and He turns them as He likes. 
 Al-Tirmidhi HadithHadith 102 

  

 

 'Say: Nothing shall ever befall upon to us except what Allah has 

ordained for us'[sic].Mujahid said 'Bifatanin, Bimudillin': You cannot 
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make anyone go astray except that whom Allah  has written for to go 

to Hell [sic]. 
 Al-Bukhari - "Al-Qadr", Chapt. 14 

 

 Never could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided 

us. 

 If only Allah had guided me, I should indeed have been among the 

pious. 
 Al-Bukhari - "Al-Qadr", Chapt. 15 

 

 

TTHHEE  NNAATTUURREE  OOFF  MMAANN  AASS  VVIIEEWWEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  AANNDD  TTHHEE  

BBIIBBLLEE    

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN  

AA  llaaww  iiss  ttoo  ddeeffiinnee  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  aanndd  ttrraannssggrreessssiioonn..  AAnn  aasssseessssmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  nnaattuurree  aanndd  

cchhaarraacctteerr  ooff  mmaann  iiss,,  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy,,  bboouunndd  ttoo  tthhee  llaaww..  IIff  aa  llaaww  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  

aaccccoommmmooddaattee  tthhee  wweeaakknneessss  ooff  mmaann,,  iitt  wwoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  jjuusstt  aanndd  ccoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  nnoott  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  

GGoodd..  OOnn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  iiff  GGoodd  ggiivveess  uuss  HHiiss  LLaaww  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  HHiiss  oowwnn  hhoollyy  

ssttaannddaarrdd,,  mmaann  wwiillll  sshhooww  ooffff  ttoo  bbee  hhooppeelleessssllyy  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee..  IInn  tthhaatt  ccaassee  mmaann  iiss  eennttiirreellyy  

ddeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  GGoodd’’ss  mmeerrccyy  aanndd  ppaarrddoonn..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  eexxaacctt  ssiittuuaattiioonn  tthhaatt  iiss  oouuttlliinneedd  iinn  tthhee  

BBiibbllee..  

Islam, in contrast, assumes that man is capable of keeping the Law of God. Man is 

expected to strain himself to keep the Law in order to qualify for Paradise. Let us look 

at the two assessments of man, the one in the Bible and the other in Islam. 

A fair selection of relevant extracts from both books will show best the 

similarities and differences in their teachings. Let us have a look: 

 

 

MAN IN RELATION TO GOD ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE 
 

MAN IS A CREATION OF GOD 

 

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 

him; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in                                       

number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea 

and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves 

on the ground.”  Genesis 1: 27-28 

 

 

Yahweh has committed himself to His Word. This cannot be said of Allah.                                               

He can only be viewed as capricious and arbitrary. 

 

 

 

He is the absolute sovereign. He acts as he wills. 
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ADAM ABUSED THE CHOICE GOD HAD GIVEN HIM – WHICH 

RESULTED IN HIS MORTALITY (observe the symbolism!) 

 

To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God — children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born 

of God. John 1:12 

 

God said: `Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let 

them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 

livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground'. "So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
Gen.1:26+27 

 

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 

evening, and there was morning - the sixth day.   
Gen.1:31 

 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man: 

`You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not 

eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 

eat of it you will surely die.  
Gen.2:15-17 

 

...cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will 

eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for 

you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your 

brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from 

it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return. 
Gen.3:16-19 

 

What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you 

care for him? You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you 

put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of 

the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim 

the paths of the seas.   
Ps.8:4-8 

 

The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had 

become and that every inclination of thoughts of his heart was 

only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had made 

man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.  
Gen.6:5+6 
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The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it?  Jer.17:9+10 

 

For from within, out of men's heart come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 

envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside 

and make a man `unclean'.  Mk.7:21-23 

 

We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are 

all under sin. As it is written: `There is no-one righteous, not even 

one; there is no-one who understands, no-one who seeks God. All 

have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is 

no-one who does good, not even one. Their thoughts are open 

graves, their tongues practise deceit. The poison of vipers is on 

their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet 

are swift to shed blood, ruin and misery mark their ways, and the 

way of peace they do not know. There is no fear of God before their 

eyes.  Rom.3:9-18 

 

The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, (is) slow 

to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to 

thousands and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does 

not leave the guilty unpunished.  Exod.34:6; Ps.103:8-14 

 

The Lord appeared to us in the past saying: `I have loved you with 

an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness'.  Jer.31:3 

 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 

died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 

man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by 

his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath 

through him!  Rom.5:6-9 

 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 

power, together with all the saints (i.e. believers), to grasp how wide 

and long and high and deep is the love of Christ and to know this 

love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God".  Eph.3:17-19 

 

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 

godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 

glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great 

and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in 
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the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by 

evil desires.  II Pet.1:3+4 

 

To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God - children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born 

of God.  Jn.1:12+1 

 

Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they 

are born again… “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom 

of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives 

birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be 

surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’…For God so 

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did 

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 

the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 

but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because 

they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 

darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone 

who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 

that their deeds will be exposed.  But whoever lives by the truth 

comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 

have done has been done in the sight of God. John 3:3, 5, 7, 16-21 

 

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and 

clothed them. And the LORD God said, “The man has now become 

like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to 

reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and 

live forever”  Gen. 3:21-22  

 
 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the 
tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food 
from it all the days of your life. 
 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the 
field. 
By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

 

 

So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work 

the ground from which he had been taken.  Gen. 3:17-19, 23  
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Now the serpent (Satan) was more crafty than any of the wild 

animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 

really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in 

the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree 

that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you 

will die.’  

‘You will not certainly die,’ the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God 

knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 

and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she 

took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 

and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 

together and made coverings for themselves… 

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to 

the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to 

dust you will return.  Gen. 3:1-7,19 

 

The LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any 

tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will 

certainly die.  Gen. 2: 16-17 

 

Now the serpent (Satan) was more crafty than any of the wild 

animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 

really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in 

the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree 

that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 

you will die.’  

You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For 

God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, 

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 

and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 

she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them 

were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 

fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves… 

Gen. 3:1-7 

 

 
GOD HAS PLACED MAN OVER ALL HIS CREATION – AND MADE HIM 

RESPONSIBLE FOR IT   
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Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 

likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 

over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  Gen. 1:26 

 

 

MAN’S SINFUL NATURE GRIEVES GOD 

  

The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had 

become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of 

the human heart was only evil all the time. The LORD regretted that 

he had made human beings on the earth, and his heart was 

deeply troubled. Gen. 6:5-6  

 

 

BECAUSE MAN DISBELIEVED AND DISOBEYED GOD, AND BECAUSE 

GOD IS HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS, HIS JUDGMENT IS SURE TO COME 

   

To Adam he said, “… I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it 

(the ‘forbidden fruit),’ and ate from the tree about which I 

commanded you, “you must not eat of it”, cursed is the ground 

because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the 

days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your 

browyou will eat your   food until you return to the ground, since 

from it you were taken; for dust you areand to dust you will 

return.”… 

So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work 

the ground from which he had been taken. Gen. 3:17-19, 23  

 

 

DESPITE MAN’S FALLEN NATURE, GOD DID NOT ABANDON HIM. 

 

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and 

clothed them. And the LORD God said, “The man has now become 

like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to 

reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and 

live forever”  Gen. 3:21-22  

 

 

BECAUSE GOD LOVES MAN. HE WANTS MAN TO RETURN TO HIM.   

SO GOD MADE HIM AN OFFER TO BE RECONCILED WITH HIM 

 

Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 

they are born again… “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh 

gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should 
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not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’…For 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For 

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one 

and only Son.  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, 

but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 

were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 

come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.  But 

whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be 

seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight 

of God. John 3:3, 5, 7, 16-21 

 

 

GOD GAVE MAN MORE THAN HIS FORGIVENESS AND LOVE.                        

HE GAVE HIM HIS DIVINE NATURE     

 

God said: `Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let 

them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 

livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground'. "So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  
Gen.1:26+27 

 

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there 

was evening, and there was morning - the sixth day".   
Gen.1:31 

 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man: 

`You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not 

eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you 

eat of it you will surely die. Gen.2:15-17 

 

...cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will 

eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles 

for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of 

your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, 

since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 

return. Gen.3:16-19 

 

What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you 

care for him? You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 

you put everything under his feet: all flocks and herds, and the 
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beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all 

that swim the paths of the seas".  Ps.8:4-8 

 

The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had 

become and that every inclination of thoughts of his heart 

was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had 

made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain".  
Gen.6:5+6 

 

The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it? ".  Jer.17:9+10 

 

For from within, out of men's heart come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 

lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come 

from inside and make a man `unclean'.   
Mk.7:21-23 

 

We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike 

are all under sin. As it is written: `There is no-one righteous, not 

even one; there is no-one who understands, no-one who seeks 

God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 

there is no-one who does good, not even one. Their thoughts are 

open graves, their tongues practise deceit. The poison of vipers is 

on their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their 

feet are swift to shed blood, ruin and misery mark their ways, and 

the way of peace they do not know. There is no fear of God before 

their eyes.   
Rom.3:9-18 

 

The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, (is) 

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love 

to thousands and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he 

does not leave the guilty unpunished  Exod.34:6; Ps.103:8-14 

 

The Lord appeared to us in the past saying: `I have loved you with 

an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness'  
Jer.31:3 

 

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 

Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly 

dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now 

been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved 

from God's wrath through him!  Rom.5:6-9 
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And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may 

have power, together with all the saints (i.e. believers), to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ and to 

know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled 

to the measure of all the fullness of God.  Eph.3:17-19 

 

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 

godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 

glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great 

and precious promises, so that through them you may participate 

in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused 

by evil desires.  II Pet.1:3+4 

 

To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God - children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but 

born of God.  Jn.1:12+1 

 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.   Jn.10:1 

 

 

 

THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE OFFER OF JESUS ARE BORN INTO GOD’S  

‘FAMILY’ TO BECOME HIS ‘CHILDREN’    

 

To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God — children born not of 

natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but 

born of God.  John 1:12 

 

 

 

MMAANN  IINN  RREELLAATTIIOONN  TTOO  GGOODD  AACCCCOORRDDIINNGG  TTOO  TTHHEE  QUR'AN 
 

ALLAH CREATED MAN   

He Who has made everything which He has created Most Good: He 

began the creation of man with (nothing more than) clay. 
And made his progeny from a quintessence of the nature of a fluid 

despised: 

But He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him 

something of His spirit. And He gave you (the faculties of ) hearing and 

sight and feeling (and understanding): Little thanks do ye give! 
         Surah 32:7-9 

 

[Allah] Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood. 
Surah 96:2 

(See also S.6:2; 23:12-14; 75:36-39; 95:4-5) 

 



 

152 

 

I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me. 
Surah 51:56 

 

Verily We have created man into toil and struggle. 
Surah 90:4 

 

Allah doth wish to lighten your (difficulties): For man was created weak 

(in flesh). 
Surah 4:28 

 

It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his 

soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. 
Surah 50:16 

 

Truly man was created very impatient: Fretful when evil touches him; 

And niggardly when good reaches him 
Surah 70:19-21 

 

Man is (ever) niggardly!. 
Surah 17:100 

 

Most ungrateful is man! 
Surah 17:67 

 

That which is on earth we have made but as a glittering show for the 

earth, in order that We may test them - as to which of them are best in 

conduct.  Surah 18:7 

 

Verily, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude" 
Surah 14:34 

 

 

 

 

THE PURPOSE OF THE CREATION OF MAN AND HIS NATURE   

 

MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS AGREE that 

 

Man is a creation of God 

Man is weak, a sinner, poor in character  

  - in the Bible as a result of the fall, in the Qur'an by creation 

There is a moral responsibility and accountability. 

 

Yet Muslims and Christians discover a different purpose and calling for man in 

their respective books: 

  

 

                               Bible: 

God created mankind with the freedom to 

exercise its free will. Else man would be a 

puppet with no choice to honour, love, or 

obey God. Sadly, even the the best of 

people have failed Him. We did not take 

Him serious enough. We did and do what 

 

  

 Islam: 

Allah rules the universe and demands 

submission from all people on earth. 

Wherever necessary and possible, the will 

of Allah is to be enforced. It is formulated 

in the Shariah, the law, which prescribes 

the way of life with all required actions for 
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opposes, and separates us from Him and 

His heaven! We all failed! 1000fold!  

 

But God’s love for us provided a way for 

us to return to Him. The holiness of God  

demands absolute purity of thought and 

action in His presence. Spurned by His 

love, God came to our earth as a human 

being, likewise His ‘Son’, Jesus. As such 

He suffered the righteous punishment for 

your and my failure, and died in our stead 

for the sin we  have committed. And this is 

His offer: Whosoever believes Him shall 

not perish, but have eternal life. (John 
3:16). All sin is ‘paid’ for and non-existent 

any more. 

 

God offers man what he has not: His own 

righteousness and love and holiness. 

Because God is love, He wants no one to 

perish.  

 

 

 

all people. The aim is to fortify and spread 

the rule of Allah every-where. 

 

Allah is great and sovereign. Therefore he 

forgives whom he pleases. “If all sinners 

become saints he would gain no advantage 

and if all pious became infidels he would 

suffer no loss.” He is the author of 

everything, includung sin, and wills sin in 

some and piety in others. He forgives by 

just willing to do so, and not by the 

removing of sin on his expense (sacrifice). 

Paradise is the reward for right action or 

the result of Allah's (arbitrary) 

forgiveness. Paradise offers the fulfilment 

of human desires. 

 

To verify what has just been stated, we 

look ate the respective sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD'S HOLINESS AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE DEEPLY 

OFFENDED BY OUR SIN.  

IT EITHER DISPLAYS REBELLION AGAINST   

  

 WE MUST TAKE NOTE THAT THE BIBLE TEACHES  

THAT SATAN IS THE AUTHOR OF SIN,  

WHEREAS ACCORDING TO ISLAM ALLAH IS THE AUTHOR 

OF EVERYTHING - INCLUDING SIN. 

 

GOD'S HOLINESS AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ARE DEEPLY 

OFFENDED BY OUR SIN.  

IT EITHER DISPLAYS REBELLION AGAINST   

OR INDIFFERENCE TOWARDS HIM.  

BY NATURE MAN ENJOYS SINNING.  
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THE CONCEPT OF SIN IN ISLAM AND THE BIBLE  

WHAATT  TTHHEE  BBIIBBLLEE  TTEEAACCHHEESS:: 

TThhee  BBiibbllee  rriigghhttllyy  ssttaatteess::  ““wwhheerree  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  llaaww,,  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ttrraannssggrreessssiioonn””  ((RRoomm..  44::1155)),,  aanndd  wwee  

““wwoouulldd  nnoott  hhaavvee  kknnoowwnn  wwhhaatt  ssiinn  wwaass,,  eexxcceepptt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  llaaww””  ((RRoomm..  77::77))..    

AA  llaaww  rreegguullaatteess  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  aa  ssoocciieettyy  bbyy  ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  rriigghhtt  aanndd  wwhhaatt  iiss  wwrroonngg..  IItt  ddooeess  nnoott  

nneecceessssaarriillyy  mmaakkee  ggoooodd  ppeeooppllee..  HHoowweevveerr,,  iiff  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ffuunnccttiioonniinngg  llaaww--eennffoorrcceemmeenntt,,  tthhee  ttrraannssggrreessssoorrss  

ooff  tthhee  llaaww  wwiillll  bbee  ttaakkeenn  ttoo  ttaasskk  aanndd  ppuunniisshheedd  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  aannttii--ssoocciiaall  bbeehhaavviioouurr..  PPuunniisshhmmeenntt  iiss  tthheerreeffoorree  aa  

ddeetteerrrreenntt..      

SSiinn  iiss  ttrreessppaassssiinngg  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww  ((11..  JJoohhnn  33::44))..  SSoo,,  tthhee  LLaaww  eexxiissttss  ttoo  ddeeffiinnee  wwhhaatt  ttrreessppaassss,,  wwhhaatt  ssiinn  iiss..  IInn  

aaddddiittiioonn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  sseettss  aa  ddiivviinnee  mmoorraall  ssttaannddaarrdd  bbyy  ssaayyiinngg::  ““EEvveerryytthhiinngg  tthhaatt  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoommee  ffrroomm  

ffaaiitthh  iiss  ssiinn””  ((RRoomm..  1144::2233))..  TThhiiss  ssiimmppllyy  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  aannyytthhiinngg  wwee  tthhiinnkk  oorr  ddoo  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  

ooff  GGoodd  iiss  iinnttrriinnssiiccaallllyy  wwrroonngg..    BBuutt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aallssoo  ggiivveess  tthhee  aannsswweerr  ttoo  tthhee  pprroobblleemm::  ““LLoovvee  iiss  tthhee  

ffuullffiillllmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww””  ((RRoomm..  1133::1100))..  WWhheenn  JJeessuuss  wwaass  aasskkeedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

LLaaww,,  hhee  aannsswweerreedd::    

LLoovvee  tthhee  LLoorrdd  yyoouurr  GGoodd  wwiitthh  aallll  yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt  aanndd  wwiitthh  aallll  yyoouurr  ssoouull  aanndd  

wwiitthh  aallll  yyoouurr  mmiinndd..  TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aanndd  ggrreeaatteesstt  ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt..  AAnndd  

tthhee  sseeccoonndd  iiss  lliikkee  iitt::  LLoovvee  yyoouurr  nneeiigghhbboouurr  aass  yyoouurrsseellff..  AAllll  tthhee  LLaaww  

aanndd  tthhee  PPrroopphheettss  hhaanngg  oonn  tthheessee  ttwwoo  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss..                                                    

MMaatttthh..  2222::3377--3399  

WWee  ccaann  sseeee  tthhaatt  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww  aanndd  ssiinn  oorr  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  aarree  iinntteerrttwwiinneedd  aanndd  

ccaannnnoott  rreeaallllyy  bbee  sseeppaarraatteedd..  IInn  tthhee  ssaammee  wwaayy  tthhee  JJuuddggee  aanndd  tthhee  aaccccuusseedd,,  tthhee  llaaww--bbrreeaakkeerr,,  

aarree  ppaarrttss  ooff  iitt..  SSoo  wwee  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ccoommpplleexx  ttooggeetthheerr..  

 

  

THE ORIGIN OF SIN   

The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 

Lord God had made. He said to the woman, `Did God really say, 

`you must not eat from any tree in the garden'? The woman said to 

the serpent, `We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but 

God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 

middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die'. 

`You will not surely die', the serpent said to the woman. `For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil'. When the woman saw 

that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, 

and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. 

She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 

it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realised 

they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for themselves.  Gen.2:25 - 3:7 
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God made mankind upright, but men have gone in search of many 

schemes.  Eccl.7:29 

 

Jesus said about Satan: “He was a murderer from the beginning, 

not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, 

he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of 

lies.  Jn.8:42-44 

 

 

 

THE DEFINITION OF SIN 

 

 

 

Sin is missing the aim God has for our lives and us! It is an expression  

of the will of man in contrast to the will of God. It is subsequently an  

attitude towards God and not just the violation of laws, although this  

is the yardstick to assess sin. The tempter and prompter is always  

Satan, but we have been given the choice to resist Satan's attempts  

and are responsible for all our actions. A temptation from Satan to  

seduce a person becomes at the same time a test by God of man's  

faithfulness, loyalty and commitment to Him. 

 

The Lord said to Moses, `Speak to the entire assembly of Israel 

and say to them: Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy'.   
Lev.19:2 

 

  Where there is no law there is no transgression. Romans 4:15 

 
Before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken 
into account when there is no law. Romans 5:13 

 
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness         
1. Jn.3:4 
 
All wrongdoing is sin  1. Jn. 5:17 

 
Everything that does not come from faith is sin. Rom.14:23 

 
Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do 

it, sins. Js.4:17 

 

MAN HAS A DEPRIVED NATURE    

 

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as        

a slave to sin… what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do   

Rom. 7:14 
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MAN CANNOT SAVE HIMSELF FROM CONDEMNATION 

 

No one will be declared righteous in his (God’s) sight by observing  

the Law.  Rom. 2:20 

 

 

LET US SUM UP: 

 

To regulate the relationship between God and man, and between man and man, He 

gave us the rules by which this could happen, His LAW. But every person has 

broken it ever so many times in thought and deed. That is called SIN. 

Consequently,  no man ‘qualifies’ to live in all eternity with God in His Heaven. 

That is too horrible to even imagine. 

 

In His Love God provided a way out of this dilemma. He offered us His 

FORGIVENESS.    

 

 

 

THE CONDITION FOR FORGIVENESS   

 

When we look at the O.T. and N.T. for forgiveness and salvation, we find that the only 

means to obtain this is when someone else will suffer the punishment instead of the 

offender, to be a sacrifice, the substitutional sin bearer. The shed blood of the sacrifice on 

the altar alone  secured forgiveness of sin (Lev. 17:10, Hebr. 9:22). Animal sacrifices in the 

O.T. were, however, only a shadow, or token, of the ‘Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world’ (John 1:29).  Man can by no means save himself in any way, but is 

dependent on the pardon of God, which is through Christ. 

  
According to the Bible righteousness is imputed, it is a gift of God by grace, not 

a human quality: 

 

What does the Scripture say? `Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness'. Now when a man works, 
his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 
However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who 
justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.  

             Rom.4:3-5, see also Js.2:23 

 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men's sins against them. I Cor.5:19 
 

Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God 
and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's 
righteousness.  Rom. 10:2 
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WWHHAATT  IISSLLAAMM  TTEEAACCHHEESS::  

IIssllaamm  ppllaacceess  tthhee  eemmpphhaassiiss  ooff  iittss  ffaaiitthh  oonn  tthhee  llaaww..  TThhee  llaaww  ddeetteerrmmiinneess  hhooww  ttoo  

aaccccuummuullaattee  mmeerriitt,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd    ttoo  bbee  tthhee  kkeeyy  ttoo  PPaarraaddiissee..  MMuusslliimmss,,  lliikkee  tthhee  

PPhhaarriisseeeess  ooff  oolldd,,  ttrryy  ttoo  eeaarrnn  hheeaavveenn..  

TThhiiss  vviieeww  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  ddeettrriimmeennttaall  eerrrroorr  tthhaatt  aassssuummeess  tthhaatt  ssiinn  ccaann  bbee  ccoommppeennssaatteedd            

bbyy  ‘‘ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss’’..  OOff  ccoouurrssee,,  oouurr  lliivveess  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ffuullll  ooff  tthheessee,,  bbuutt  wwee  sshhoouulldd  eeqquuaallllyy  

kknnooww  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  iiss  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  oouurr  dduuttyy  ttoo  ddoo  ((LLuukkee  1177::1100))..  

TThhee  vveerryy  aassssuummppttiioonn  tthhaatt  mmaann  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoommppeennssaattee  ffoorr  ssiinn,,  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  

mmiissccoonncceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  HHoolliinneessss  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  tthhee  aawwffuullnneessss  ooff  ssiinn..  SSeeeenn  iinn  tthhiiss  lliigghhtt,,  

oobbsseerrvvaannccee  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww  aass  aa  mmeeaannss  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  iiss  tthhee  vveerryy  aannttii--tthheessiiss  ttoo  tthhee  

GGoossppeell..  AAss  ccoommmmeennddaabbllee  ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss  aarree,,  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  eelliimmiinnaattee  aannyy  ssiinnss..  AAnn  

aassssuummppttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ccoonnttrraarryy,,  bbeeccoommeess    ttoo  MMuusslliimmss  tthhee  vveerryy  bbaarrrriieerr  tthhaatt  kkeeeeppss  tthheemm  oouutt  ooff  

hheeaavveenn,,  ““ffoorr  iitt  iiss  bbyy  ggrraaccee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssaavveedd,,  tthhrroouugghh  ffaaiitthh  ––  aanndd  tthhiiss  nnoott  

ffrroomm  yyoouurrsseellvveess,,  iitt  iiss  tthhee  ggiifftt  ooff  GGoodd  ––  nnoott  bbyy  wwoorrkkss,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  nnoo  oonnee  ccaann  bbooaasstt,,  
((EEpphh..  22::88--99))..  ssaayyss  tthhee  BBiibbllee..  
 

 

THE ISLAMIC DEFINITION OF SIN 

   

Islam does not assume that man is a compulsive sinner. To justify such belief, sin is 

relativated und classified. Only severe sins are considered offensive to God. 

 

Observances of ... duties is called virtue, and the negligence or breach 

thereof is called sin. Virtue and sin result from lawful and unlawful 

things". "In every act there is sin and virtue". 

Any breach of the fundamental duties of which the performance is 

compulsory and obligatory is called a great sin. Any breach of other 

minor duties is called a minor sin. Breach of any duty which the Holy 

Prophet used to do constantly without any break is a great sin. Constant 

repetition of a minor sin makes it a major one. 
(All emphases in quotations from Islamic sources are ours.) Mishkat III, pp. 121-129, 

Commentary (vol.III, p.128),  
 

Consequently, Islamic theologians divide sins into Gunahii-`kabirah' and Gunahii 

`saghirah', great and little sins. Since Muslims are divided into four schools of law, 

there is no uniformity regarding the exact number of `kabirah' sins. The ‘Mishkat’ 

lists 53 however one may consider the following seventeen as those agreed upon: 

 

  1.  Kufr (unbelief, spiritual infidelity) 

     2.  Perpetual commitment of `small' sins 

     3.  Despairing of Allah's mercy 

     4.     Imagined immunity against the wrath of Allah 

     5.  False witness 

     6.  Falsely charging a Muslim with adultery 

     7.  Perjury 

     8.  Practice of magic (although this is very commonly done  

     by many Muslims - and in agreement with Islam) 

     9.  Drinking of alcoholic beverages 

   10. Appropriation of the property of orphans 

   11. Usury 

   12. Adultery 



  

158 

 

   13. Unnatural crime 

   14. Theft 

   15. Murder 

   16. Fleeing in battle before infidel enemies 

   17. Disobedience to parents 
(‘Dictionary of Islam’, p.594) 

 

Several terms are used to distinguish between varying degrees of sins: 

 

`khati'a’    is considered stumbling, missing the aim, committing an error; 

a sin committed on purpose (see S.17:31) 

`zanb'  ('dhanb') is a sin, a crime (compare S.24:14 and 81:9), also expressing   

      'faults' of Mohammed (S.47:19 and 48:2) 

`ithm'        is anything forbidden in the law, a heavy sin 

 

`shirk'       is adding a partner to Allah, polytheism 
‘Encyclopaedia of Islam’, p.250 

 

TThhee  wwoorrdd  ''ddhhaannbb''    ((pprroonnoouunnccee  ‘‘zzaannbb’’))  ttooddaayy  iiss  iinntteerrpprreetteedd  ttoo  mmeeaann  aa  ffaauulltt,,  aa  kkiinndd  ooff  

wwrroonngg  ddooiinngg  wwiitthhoouutt  nneecceessssaarriillyy  ggooiinngg  aaggaaiinnsstt  aannyy  ooff  GGoodd''ss  ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss..  IItt  iiss,,  

lliikkeewwiissee,,  aa  ''hhoorriizzoonnttaall''  ssiinn,,  nnoott  aa  ''vveerrttiiccaall''  oonnee..  IInn  tthhee  AArraabbiicc--EEnngglliisshh  LLeexxiiccoonn,,  bbyy  EE..WW..  

LLaannee,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ''ddhhaannbb''  iiss  ''ssiinn,,  aa  ccrriimmee,,  aa  ffaauulltt,,  aa  ttrraannssggrreessssiioonn  oorr  aann  aacctt  ooff  ddiissoobbeeddiieennccee''..  

SSiinnccee  tthhiiss  wwoorrdd  iiss  uusseedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aaggaaiinnsstt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iittss  mmeeaanniinngg  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  mmooddiiffiieedd  bbyy  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  mmeeaann  ''sshhoorrttccoommiinngg,,  rreessuullttss  ffrroomm  iinnaatttteennttiioonn,,  iinnccaappaacciittyy,,  

iimmppeerrffeeccttiioonn''.. 

'Light sins' may be repaired by good works, 'severer sins' require 'istighfar' (i.e. 

seeking forgiveness of Allah) and 'shirk', the severest of sins, requires 'taubah', i.e. 

repentance (ibid). 

 

 

 

WHAT THE QUR’AN TEACHES ABOUT SIN   

 

Those who avoid great sins and shameful deeds, only (falling into) 

small faults [ithm], verily thy Lord is ample in forgiveness.  Surah 53:32 

 

Nay, those who seek gain in Evil, and are girt round by their sins 

[khati'a], they are Companions of the fire: Therein shall they abide 

(for ever) .  Surah 2:81 

 

 

Kill not your children for fear of want: We shall provide sustenance 

for them as well as for you: Verily the killing of them is a great sin 

[khati'a]. Surah 17:31 

  

 

Allah forgiveth not that partners should be set up [shirk] with Him; 

but He forgiveth anything else, to whom He pleaseth.  Surah 4:48 

 

Those who reject Allah, and hinder (men) from the Path of Allah, then 

die rejecting Allah - Allah will not forgive them.  Surah 47:34 
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Those who go on increasing in unbelief - Allah will not forgive them 

nor guide them on the Way.  Surah 4:137 
 

O Our people, hearken to the one who invites (you) to Allah, and 

believe in him: He will forgive you your faults [dhanb], and deliver 

you from a penalty grievous.   
            Surah 46:31 

 

 

THE QUR’ANIC PERCEPTION OF THE ORIGIN OF SIN 

    

Say: 'Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed for us: 

He is our Protector'. And on Allah let the Believers put their trust. 
         Surah 9:51 

 

He said: Worship ye that which ye yourself do carve. 

When Allah hath created you and what ye make. 
         Surah 37:95-96 

 

Another verse must be added here, but we will use an older translation, since 

the most accepted translation by Yusuf Ali is obscure: 

 

By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it. 

And its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right. 
Surah 91:7-8 (Yusuf Ali), or 

 

He (Allah) intimated to it by inspiration its wickedness and goodness 
  (as it is more accurately translated in the Mishkat III p.104) 

 

 

One might object to the above texts, which show that man is absolutely 

predetermined to do what Allah has decreed without a choice of his own, but 

that is what the Qur’an says: 

 

This is an admonition: Whosoever will, let him take a (straight) path 

to his Lord. 

But ye will not, except as Allah wills; for Allah is full of knowledge 

and wisdom. 

He will admit to his mercy whom He will; but the wrong-doers - for 

them he prepared a grievous penalty. 
           Surah 76:29-31 

 

It is assumed (in the above passage) that Allah has a purpose in barring people 

from ‘a (straight) path’. But by that he denies man a choice of action. 

Consequently, man cannot be culpable (blameworthy) and does not deserve 

deserve ‘a grievous penalty’. 

 

 

May we recall the words of al-Barqawi (p.116): 

 

He receives neither profit nor loss from whatever may happen. If all the 

Infidels became believers and all the irreligious pious, He would gain no 

advantage. On the other hand, if all believers became infidels, He would 
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suffer no loss. He can do what He wills, and whatever He wills comes to 

pass, He is not obliged to act. Everything good or evil, in this world 

exists by His will ... He willeth also the unbelief of the unbelievers and 

the irreligion of the wicked and, without that will, there would neither be 

unbelief nor irreligion. All we do we do by His will: what He willeth not 

does not come to pass ... He is perfectly free to will and to do what He 

pleases. In creating unbelievers, in willing that they should remain in 

that state ..... 

 

This fully underlines that Allah is ‘tansih’, i.e. far removed. We can clearly 

detect that the biblical and qur'anic concepts of sin are in stark contrast to each 

other. 

 

HHOOWW  FFOORRGGIIVVEENNEESSSS  IISS  OOBBTTAAIINNAABBLLEE  AACCCCOORRDDIINNGG  TTOO  TTHHEE  QQUURRAANN  



 

He rewards those who do good with what is best. Those who avoid great sins and 

shameful deed, only (falling into) small faults, verily thy Lord is ample in 

forgiveness.  Surah 53:31-32 

 

O ye who believe! Fear Allah, and (always) say a word directed to the 

Right: 

That He may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive you your 

sins: He that obeys Allah and His Apostle has already attained the highest 

achievement.  Surah 33:70-71 

 

For those who reject Allah, is a terrible penalty: but for those who believe 

and work righteous deeds, is forgiveness, and a magnificent reward. 
Surah 35:7 

 

O ye who believe! If ye fear Allah, He will grant you a criterion (to judge 

between right and wrong). Remove from you (all) evil (that may afflict) you, 

and forgive you: For Allah is the Lord of grace unbounded.  Surah 8:29 

 

   If two men among you are guilty of lewdness, punish them both. If they 

repent and amend, leave them alone; for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most 

Merciful.  

Allah accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and repent 

soon afterwards; to them will Allah turn in mercy. For Allah is full of 

knowledge and wisdom.  Surah 4:16-17 

 

And whoever repents does good has truly turned to Allah with an 

(acceptable) conversion.  Surah 25:71 

 

Their apostles said: 'Is there a doubt about Allah, the Creator or the heaven 

and the earth? It is He Who invites you, in order that He may forgive you 

your sins'.  Surah 14:10 

 

Say to the Unbelievers. If (now) they desist (from unbelief), their past would 

be forgiven them.  Surah 8:38 

 

Say: 'O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not 

of the mercy of Allah; for Allah forgives all sins [dhanb]; for He is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.  Surah 39:53 

 

Which is contradicted by other passages: 

 

He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and punisheth whom He pleaseth. For 

Allah hath power over all things.  Surah 2:284 and also 3:129 

 

 

All this, of course, is again in contrast to the doctrine of predestination in Islam. 

 

 

 

WHAT THE HADITH TEACHES ABOUT SIN 
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Narrated by Abdullah ibn Masud: A man said, "O Allah's Apostle! Which sin is 

the biggest in Allah's Sight?" The Prophet said, "To set up rivals unto Allah 

though He Alone created you." That man said, "What is next?" The Prophet 

said, "To kill your son lest he should share your food with you. The man said, 

"What is next?" The Prophet said, "To commit illegal sexual intercourse with 

the wife of your neighbour." Then Allah revealed in confirmation of that: "And 

those who invoke not with Allah any other god, nor kill such life as Allah has 

made sacred except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse and 

whoever does this shall receive the punishment..."                                                                           
Surah 25:68 with Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 9.623 

 

Narrated byAbdullah bin Amr: The Prophet said, "The biggest sins are: To join 

others (i.e. to join partners to Allah) in worship with Allah; to be undutiful to 

one's parents; to kill somebody unlawfully; and to take an oath Al-Ghamus. 
Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 8.667  

 

Narrated byAbu Huraira: The Prophet said, "Avoid the seven great destructive 

sins." They (the people) asked, "O Allah's Apostle! What are they?" He said, 

"To join partners in worship with Allah; to practice sorcery; to kill the life 

which Allah has forbidden except for a just cause (according to Islamic law); 

to eat up usury (Riba), to eat up the property of an orphan; to give one's back 

to the enemy and fleeing from the battlefield at the time of fighting and to 

accuse chaste women who never even think of anything touching chastity and 

are good believers." 
Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 8.840 

 

Narrated byAbu Huraira: The Prophet said, "Allah has accepted my invocation 

to forgive what whispers in the hearts of my followers (what their breasts 

prompt towards evils), unless they put it to action or utter it." (See Hadith No. 

657 Vol. 8) (intentions are disregarded) 
  Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 3.705  

 

Mu’az reported that the Apostle of Allah instructed me with ten counsels. He 

said: Set up nothing with Allah ... nor be disobedient to your parents ... nor 

give up the compulsory prayers ... nor drink wine ... beware of flight from 

holy war ... and aspend for your family out of your means .... 
  Ahmad,  Mishkat III, p. 138 

 

Safwan-b-Assai reported ... Set up nothing with Allah, nor steal, nor commit 

adultery, nor kill a soul ... nor take an innocent man to a man of power that 

he may put him to death, nor practice sorcery, nor devour interest nor cast 

blasphemy on a chaste woman, nor turn back for fight ....  Mishkat III, p.136 

 

A mild view of sin combined with the expectation of generous forgiveness and mercy 

does away with a need for salvation and a Saviour. Adherence to Islam and 

performing its rules is deemed sufficient.   

 

 

REPENTANCE, FORGIVENESS, AND PARDON FOR SIN IN THE QUR’AN 
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The word repentance, ‘tauba’, we find around 50 times in the Qur’an. It was well 

defined by an-Nawawi who wrote in his ‘Commentary on Muslim’ (vol.ii, p.354): “It 

is the turning of the heart from sin.”  Some typical passages will help us 

understand: 

O ye who believe! turn to Allah with sincere repentance: in the 

hope that your Lord will remove from you your ills and admit you 

to Gardens beneath which Rivers flow the Day that Allah will not 

permit to be humiliated the Prophet and those who believe with 

him.  Their Light will run forward before them and by their right 

hands while they say "Our Lord! perfect our Light for us and grant 

us forgiveness; for Thou has power over all things.  Surah 66:8 

Allah accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and 

repent soon afterwards; to them will Allah turn in mercy; for Allah 

is full of knowledge and wisdom. Of no effect is the repentance of 

those who continue to do evil.  Surah 4:17-18 

Turn ye to your Lord (in repentance) and bow to His (Will) before 

the Penalty comes on you: after that ye shall not be helped.                     
Surah 39:54 

“Know they not that Allah doth accept repentance from His 

votaries and receives their gifts of charity and that Allah is verily 

He the Oft-Returning Most-Merciful?  Surah 9:104 

Those who reject faith after they accepted it and then go on adding 

to their defiance of faith never will their repentance be accepted; 

for they are those who have (of set purpose) gone astray.                      
Surah 3:90 

 

Many of these verses are right, beautiful and challenging. Only, we do have to see them in 

the context that all man does, is pre-determined. Besides, “It is the blood that makes 
atonement”  (Lev. 17:11), and that is no issue in Islam. 

 

The above passages are, of course, contradicted by the verses  on predestination: 

 

This is an admonition: Whosoever will let him take a (straight) path 

to his Lord. 

But ye will not, except as Allah wills. For Allah is full of knowledge 

and wisdom". Surah 76:29-30 

 

If We had so willed, We could certainly have brought every soul its 

true guidance: But the Word from Me will come true: 'I will fill hell 

with jinns and men all together'.  Surah 32:13 

 

Had Allah willed He could have made you (all) one nation, but He 

sendeth whom He will astray and guideth whom He will, and ye 

will indeed be asked of what ye used to do. Surah 16:93 
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He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He punisheth whom He 

pleaseth.  Surah 5:20 

 

Whom Allah doth guide - He is  on the right path. whom He rejects 

form His guidance - such are the persons who perish. Many are the 

jinns and men We have made for hell.  Surah 7:178-179 

 

With this background knowledge in mind, we have a look at the Shariah, the Law  

of  Islam.  

 

 

TTHHEE  SSHHAARRIIAAHH    

TThhee  SShhaarriiaahh  iiss  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss,,  cciivviill  aanndd  ccrriimmiinnaall  llaaww  tthhaatt  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  tthhee  

HHaaddiitthh  

FFoouurr  ((pplluuss  sseevveerraall  mmiinnoorr))  IIssllaammiicc  ddooccttoorrss  ooff  llaaww  ffoorrmmuullaatteedd  iitt  iinnddeeppeennddeennttllyy  aabboouutt  115500  

yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  ddiieedd..  SSuubbsseeqquueennttllyy,,  wwee  ffiinndd  ffoouurr  ((pplluuss))  ssoommeewwhhaatt  ddiiffffeerriinngg  

LLaaww  SScchhoooollss  iinn  IIssllaamm..  TThhee  SShhaarriiaahh  iiss  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  AAllllaahh  ffoorr  aallll  

mmaannkkiinndd..  

IInn  pprraaccttiiccaall  tteerrmmss  tthhee  SShhaarriiaahh  iiss  tthhee  ccoommmmoonn  llaaww  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  mmeeaanniinngg  ‘‘tthhee  wwaayy’’  oorr  ''rrooaadd  iinn  tthhee  

rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  IIssllaamm''..  IItt  iiss  eessttaabblliisshheedd  ffoorr  ‘‘aall--HHiiddaayyaa’’,,  tthhee  rriigghhtt  gguuiiddaannccee  ffoorr  MMuusslliimmss,,  bbootthh  ffoorr  

tthhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  ooff  AAllllaahh  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhee  dduuttiieess  ooff  lliiffee..  IItt  iiss  iinn  ffaacctt  tthhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  eevvaalluuaattiioonn  aanndd  

rreegguullaattiioonn  ooff  aallll  aaffffaaiirrss  ooff  lliiffee..  TThhee  ''SScciieennccee  ooff  LLaaww''  iiss  ccaalllleedd  ''FFiikkhh''..  TThhee  tteerrmm  ''aasshh--SShhaarriiaahh''  

aaccttuuaallllyy  oonnllyy  ooccccuurrss  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann.. 

     To each among you have We prescribed a Law and an Open Way. If 

Allah has so willed, he would have made you a single people, but (his 

plan is) to test you in what he hath given you; so strive as in a race in all 

virtues. The goal of you all is to Allah. It is he that will show you the 

truth of the matters in which ye dispute.  Surah 5:48. 

 

     Then We put thee on the (right) Way of Religion: so follow thou that 

(way), and follow not the desires of those who know not.  Surah 45:18 

                 

    To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that 

came before it, and guarding it in safety; so judge between them by 

what Allah hath revealed.... Surah 5:48 

  

TTHHEE  FFOORRMMUULLAATTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSHHAARRIIAAHH  

WWhhiillee  IIssllaammiicc  jjuussttiiccee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  pprraaccttiicceedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  oonn  tthhee  pprreemmiissee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  bbyy  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  tthhee  aaHHaaddiitthh)),,  tthhee  ffoorrmmuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  tthhee  ccoonncceepptt  aanndd  ccoonntteenntt  

ooff  tthhee  SShhaarriiaahh  wwaass  nnoott  ssyysstteemmaattiiccaallllyy  aapppprrooaacchheedd  uunnttiill  115500  ––  220000  yyeeaarrss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhheenn  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaattoorrss  ooff  tthhee  ffoouurr  LLaaww  SScchhoooollss  ccoommppiilleedd  tthheeiirr  rreessppeeccttiivvee  vveerrssiioonnss..  
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TTHHEE  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSHHAARRIIAAHH  

PPeerrhhaappss  iitt  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  tthhee  SShhaarriiaahh  iiss  nnoott  aa  BBooookk  ooff  LLaaww..  IItt  iiss  tthhee  gglleeaanniinngg  ooff  vveerrsseess  

ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  HHaaddiitthh  wwhhiicchh  aarree  vviieewweedd  ttoo  rreegguullaattee  oorr  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  tthhee  ddaaiillyy  lliiffee  ooff  eevveerryy  

MMuusslliimm..  IItt  aarree  tthhee  jjuurriissttss,,  wwhhoo  ffrroomm  tthheessee  bbooookkss  ccoommppoosseedd  aa  ccooddee  ooff  jjuussttiiccee  bbyy  ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  

wwhhaatt  iiss  rriigghhtt  aanndd  wwhhaatt  iiss  wwrroonngg,,  aanndd  hhooww  tthhiiss  SShhaarriiaahh  sshhoouulldd  bbee  eennffoorrcceedd..  

‘‘AAsshh--SShhaarr''  oorr  ''tthhee  LLaaww'',,  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ffiivvee  sseeccttiioonnss::  

  

  

  

  

  

  

''IIttiiqqaaddaatt'',,  eemmbbrraacceess  aallll  tthhaatt  iiss  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  ssiixx  aarrttiicclleess  ooff  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ffaaiitthh,,  nnaammeellyy,,  bbeelliieeff  iinn::  

    GGoodd  

    HHiiss  AAnnggeellss  

    HHiiss  BBooookkss  

    HHiiss  PPrroopphheettss  

    TThhee  DDaayy  ooff  JJuuddggmmeenntt  

    TThhee  DDeeccrreeeess  ooff  GGoodd  

    ''AAddaabb'',,  eemmbbrraacceess  tthhee  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  aallll  tthhoossee  ''mmoorraall  eexxcceelllleenncceess''  wwhhiicchh  aarree  eennjjooiinneedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

aanndd  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  aass::  

    SSiinncceerriittyy,,  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  iinn  GGoodd,,  hhuummiilliittyy,,  rreessiiggnnaattiioonn,,  kkeeeeppiinngg  ddoowwnn  oonnee''ss  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss,,  rreennuunncciiaattiioonn  

ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  ggiivviinngg  ggoooodd  ccoouunnsseell  aanndd  aaddvviiccee,,  ccoonntteennttmmeenntt,,  lliibbeerraalliittyy,,  lloovvee  ooff  GGoodd  aanndd  mmaann,,  

ppaattiieennccee..  

‘‘IIbbaaddaatt''  iinncclluuddeess  aallll  aaccttss  ooff  ddeevvoottiioonn  ttoo  GGoodd,,  ssuucchh  aass  aarree  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  tthhee  FFiivvee  PPiillllaarrss  ooff  PPrraaccttiiccee::  

    ''SShhaahhááddaa'',,  tthhee  rreecciittaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCrreeeedd  

    ''SSaallaatt'',,  tthhee  rriittuuaall  pprraayyeerr  

    ''ZZaakkaatt'',,  tthhee  lleeggaall  aallmmss  ggiivviinngg  

          ''SSaawwmm'',,  tthhee  ffaassttiinngg  

          ''HHaajjjj'',,  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa  

    IItt  iiss  aallssoo  ttoo  rreegguullaattee  ssuucchh  rreelliiggiioouuss  dduuttiieess  aass  ''JJiihhaaaadd''  oorr  wwaarrffaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooppaaggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn    

ooff  IIssllaamm..  

''MMuu''aammaallaatt''  iinncclluuddeess  ssuucchh  dduuttiieess  aass  aarree  rreeqquuiirreedd  bbeettwweeeenn  mmaann  aanndd  mmaann..  TThhiiss  ccoovveerrss  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  

sseeccttiioonnss  ooff  cciivviill  jjuurriisspprruuddeennccee  ssuucchh  aass  ttrraaddee  aanndd  bbuussiinneessss,,  tthheefftt,,  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  ddiivvoorrccee,,  ddoowweerr,,  

ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp,,  ccllaaiimmss,,  eettcc..  

''UUqquubbaatt''  ddeennootteess  tthhee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  iinnssttiittuutteedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  TTrraaddiittiioonnss..  TThheessee  aarree::  rreettaalliiaattiioonn,,  

ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  ffoorr  tthheefftt  ((bbyy  ccuuttttiinngg  ooffff  aa  hhaanndd)),,  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  ffoorr  ffoorrnniiccaattiioonn  aanndd  aadduulltteerryy  ((bbyy  ssttoonniinngg  ffoorr  

aa  mmaarrrriieedd  ppeerrssoonn  aanndd  oonnee  hhuunnddrreedd  llaasshheess  ffoorr  aann  uunnmmaarrrriieedd  ppeerrssoonn)),,  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  ooff  eeiigghhttyy  llaasshheess  ffoorr  

ssllaannddeerr,,  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  bbyy  ddeeaatthh  ffoorr  aappoossttaassyy,,  aanndd  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  wwiitthh  eeiigghhttyy  llaasshheess  ffoorr  wwiinnee  ddrriinnkkiinngg  

eettcc..  

                                      IIttiiqqaaddaatt    ""bbeelliieeff""  

                                      AAddaabb    ""mmoorraalliittiieess""  

                                      IIbbaaddaatt    ""ddeevvoottiioonnss""  

                                      MMuu''aammaallaatt    ""ttrraannssaaccttiioonnss""  

                                      UUqquubbaatt    ""ppuunniisshhmmeenntt""  
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IIssllaammiicc  llaaww  ssttrroonnggllyy  bbuuiillddss  iittss  ccaassee  oonn  wwhhaatt  iiss  ''llaawwffuull''  ((‘‘hhaallaaaall’’))  aanndd  ''uunnllaawwffuull''          ((‘‘hhaarraaaamm’’))..  

  

TThhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  llaawwffuull  iiss  ggrraaddeedd  iinnttoo  ffiivvee  ccllaasssseess::  

                ''FFaarrzz'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  pprroovveedd  bbeeyyoonndd  aallll  ddoouubbtt  ttoo  bbee  ttaauugghhtt  bbyy  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

oorr          iinn  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ooff  uunnddoouubbtteedd  aauutthhoorriittyy..  TThhee  ddeenniiaall  oorr  ddiissoobbeeddiieennccee  ooff  

ssuucchh  iiss  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ppoossiittiivvee  iinnffiiddeelliittyy..  

    ''WWiijjiibb'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  oobblliiggaattoorryy,,  bbuutt  ooff  wwhhiicchh  tthheerree  iiss  ssoommee  ddoouubbtt  wwhheetthheerr  

oorr  nnoott  iitt  wwaass  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  oorr  iinn  aa  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ooff  uunnddoouubbtteedd  

aauutthhoorriittyy..  

    ''SSuunnnnaahh'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  pprraaccttiicceedd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  

    ''MMuussttaahhaabbbb'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  hhiiss  ccoommppaanniioonnss  ssoommeettiimmeess  

oommiitttteedd..  

    ''MMuubbaahh'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ddeessiirraabbllee,,  bbuutt  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  bbee  oommiitttteedd  wwiitthhoouutt  ffeeaarr  

ooff  ssiinn..  

                    IItt  mmaayy  aallssoo  bbee  ggrraaddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  mmaannnneerr::  

    ''SSuunnnnaahhuu''ll--FFiillii'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhiimmsseellff  ddiidd..  

    ''SSuunnnnaahhuu''ll--QQuuaallii'',,  ooff  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  iitt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  pprraaccttiicceedd..  

    ''SSuunnnnaahhuu''ll--TTaaqqrriittii'',,  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ddoonnee  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  

aanndd  wwhhiicchh  hhee  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssaannccttiioonneedd..  

                  ((AAllll  tthhee  aabboovvee  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm    bbyy  HHuugghheess,,  uunnddeerr  ‘‘LLaaww’’..))  

 

  

TTHHEE  QQUURR’’AANN  AANNDD  HHAADDIITTHH  PPRROOVVIIDDEE  TTHHEE  OORRIIGGIINN  AANNDD  FFOOUUNNTTAAIINN  OOFF  AALLLL  

IISSLLAAMMIICC  LLAAWW    

NNoo  MMuusslliimm  sscchhooooll  ooff  tthheeoollooggyy  eevveerr  nneegglleecctteedd  tthheemm..  TThheeyy  aarree  bbiinnddiinngg  uuppoonn  SSuunnnniiss  aanndd  

SShhii’’aahh  bbeelliieevveerrss..  TThhee  oonnllyy  ddiiffffeerreennccee  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  SSuunnnnii  aanndd  SShhii''ááhh  bbeeiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  uussee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  

ccoolllleeccttiioonnss  ooff  TTrraaddiittiioonnss  ((HHaaddiitthh))..  

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  aanndd  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh,,  IIssllaammiicc  LLaaww  hhaass  iinnttrroodduucceedd  ttwwoo  ffuurrtthheerr  ccoonncceeppttss::  

    IIJJMMAA  IIff  aa  ccaassee  ccaannnnoott  bbee  ddeedduucctteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  oorr  HHaaddiitthh,,  tthhee  ccoonnsseennssuuss  ((==  ''iijjmmaa''))  ooff  

tthhee  jjuurriissttss  mmaayy  bbee,,  aanndd  oofftteenn  iiss,,  aapppplliieedd..  

  QQIIYYAASS  iiss  ‘‘aann  aannaallooggiiccaall  eexxtteennssiioonn  ooff  aa  rreeccooggnniizzeedd  tteexxtt  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  aannootthheerr  ssiittuuaattiioonn  wwhhiicchh  

wwoouulldd  lleeggiittiimmaatteellyy  bbee  hheelldd  ttoo  bbee  ccoovveerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  pprriinncciippllee  ((''iillllaa))  wwhhiicchh  tthhaatt  tteexxtt  

eennuunncciiaatteedd’’  ((==  ssttaatteedd  cclleeaarrllyy))..  

  

AAnn  iilllluussttrraattiioonn  mmaayy  hheellpp  uuss  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhiiss..  TThhee  QQuurr’’aann  mmaakkeess  tthhee  ddrriinnkkiinngg  ooff  wwiinnee  uunnllaawwffuull  

((‘‘hhaarraaaamm’’))..  IInn  tthhaatt  ccaassee,,  mmaayy  aa  MMuusslliimm  ddrriinnkk  bbeeeerr??  TThhee  QQaaddiiss    ((jjuurriissttss))  wwoouulldd  rreeaassoonn  tthhaatt  11..  

bbeeccaauussee  iitt  ccaauusseess  iinnttooxxiiccaattiioonn  wwiinnee  iiss  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn,,  22..  bbeeeerr  iiss  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  oorr  

HHaaddiitthh,,  33..  bbeeeerr  aallssoo  iinnttooxxiiccaatteess,,  tthheerreeffoorree::  44..  bbeeeerr  iiss  aallssoo  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn..  
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SSUUNNNNIISS  AARREE  DDIIVVIIDDEEDD  IINNTTOO  FFOOUURR  SSCCHHOOOOLLSS  OOFF  LLAAWW                                                                                                        

TThheessee  aarree  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  

AABBUU--HHAANNIIFFAA  bboorrnn  8800    AAHH  iinn  KKuuffaahh  ((ttooddaayy  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa,,  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  

ssoommeewwhhaatt  iinn  EEggyypptt))  

MMAALLIIKK  bboorrnn  9966  AAHH  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa  ((ttooddaayy  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  WWeesstt  AAffrriiccaa  aanndd  NNoorrtthh  AAffrriiccaa,,  

eexxcceeppttiinngg  EEggyypptt))  

AASSHH--SSHHAAFFII''II  bboorrnn  115500  AAHH  iinn  GGaazzaa  ((ttooddaayy  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  SSoouutthh  AArraabbiiaa,,  EEaasstt  AAffrriiccaa,,  

MMaallaayyssiiaa,,  EEggyypptt  aanndd  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa))  

IIBBNN--HHAANNBBAALL  bboorrnn  116644  AAHH  iinn  BBaagghhddaadd  ((ttooddaayy  pprraaccttiicceedd  iinn  ppaarrttss  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  ppeenniinnssuullaa))  

  

TThheessee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sscchhoooollss  ooff  jjuurriisspprruuddeennccee  ooff  SSuunnnniiss  ddoo  nnoott  ddiiffffeerr  iinn  ffuunnddaammeennttaallss  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  

bbeelliieeff,,  bbuutt  iinn  tthhee  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  aanndd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  LLaaww..      

The study of the Shariah takes a number of years and is part of the study of Theology. 

Consequently, the Qadi , i.e. the judge in an Islamic society is at the same time the Mullah or 

the Shaikh, who enjoys much respect. 

 

The Islamic law has not, as the West, given way to the permissive doctrine of secular 

humanism, which has plunged much of it into a morass of lawlessness and moral decay. These 

decidedly anti-Christian forces are, very unfortunately, construed to be the result of a failed 

Christianity. It has to be said, however, that unlike in Islam, the West exercizes no pressure on 

unbelievers to act, as though they were believers, which leads to hypocrisy. 

 

In conclusion we can sum up that Christians and Muslims stand on different premises 

with regard to their concept of justice, particularly divine justice. 

 

 

 

A MUSLIM LIVES ‘UNDER THE LAW’,  

 

 

 

 

 

By that token a Muslim views himself as ‘Abdullah’, a slave of Allah. A 

Christian sees himself as a child of God, once strayed, but now reconciled to the 

Father and loved by Him. 

 

      A MUSLIM LIVES ‘UNDER THE LAW’, 

A CHRISTIAN ‘UNDER GRACE’. 
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TTHHEE  OORRIIGGIINN  AANNDD  MMEEAANNIINNGG  OOFF  SSAACCRRIIFFIICCEESS  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  

SSaaccrriiffiicceess  aarree  ooffffeerreedd  iinn  mmaannyy  rreelliiggiioonnss..  TThhee  AArraabb  ppaaggaannss  wweerree  nnoo  eexxcceeppttiioonn..  BBuutt  tthhee  

iinnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ‘‘qqoorrbbaann’’  ssaaccrriiffiiccee  iinn  IIssllaamm  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  eevveenn  iiff  ffaallsseellyy  

uunnddeerrssttoooodd::  

 A few months after the Hijrah (flight from Mecca to Medina), 

Muhammad, living in Medina, observed that on the tenth day of the 

seventh month the Jews kept the great fast of the Atonement. Tradition 

records that the prophet asked them why they kept this fast. He was 

informed that it was a memorial of the deliverance of Moses and the 

children of Israel from the hands of Pharaoh. 

 "We have a greater right in Moses than they", said Muhammad. So he 

fasted with the Jews and commanded his followers to fast too. This 

was at the period of his mission, when Muhammad was friendly with 

the Jews of Medina, who occasionally came to hear him preach. The 

Prophet  also occasionally attended the synagogue. Then came the 

change of Qibla (i.e. the direction in which to pray) from Jerusalem 

to Mecca, for the Jews were not so ready to change their creed as 

Muhammad had at first hoped. In the second year of the Hijrah, 

Muhammad and his followers did not participate in the Jewish fast, 

for Muhammad now instituted the Idu'l-Adha. The idolatrous Arabs 

had been in the habit of making an annual pilgrimage to Mecca at 

this season of the year. 

 The offering of animals in sacrifice formed a part of the concluding 

ceremony of that pilgrimage. That portion - the sacrificing of animals 

-Muhammad adopted in the feast which now, at Medina, he 

substituted for the Jewish fast. 

 This was well calculated to attract the attention of the Meccans and to 

gain the goodwill of the Arabs. Muhammad could not make the 

pilgrimage to Mecca, for as yet there was a hostile feeling between 

the inhabitants of the two cities; but on the tenth day of the month 

Zu'l-Hijjah, at the very time when the Arabs at Mecca were engaged 

in sacrificing victims, Muhammad went forth from his house at 

Medina and, assembling his followers, instituted the Idu'l-Adha. Two 

young kids were brought before him. One he sacrificed and said: 

 "O Lord! I sacrifice this for my whole people, all those who bear 

witness to Thy unity and to my mission. O Lord! That is for 

Muhammad and for the family of Muhammad". 

 (Notice the similarity to Leviticus 16.) 

 There is nothing in the Qur'an to connect this sacrifice with the 

history of Ishmael, but it is generally held by Muslims to have been 

instituted in commemoration of Abraham's willingness to offer his son 

as a sacrifice. And Muslim writers generally maintain that the son 

was Ishmael and not Isaac, and that the scene took place on Mount 
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Mina near Mecca, and not in the land of Moriah, as is stated in 

Genesis. 

 It is a notable fact that whilst Muhammad professed to abrogate the 

Jewish ritual, and also ignored entirely the doctrine of Atonement as 

taught in the New Testament, denying even the very fact of our 

Saviour's crucifixion, he made the "day of sacrifice" the great festival 

of his religion. 
 All the above according to "The Life of Muhammad" by W.Muir 

 

    TThheerree  iiss  aa  vveerryy  rreemmaarrkkaabbllee  HHaaddiitthh  rreellaatteedd  bbyy  AAyyeesshhaa:: 

 Ayesha reported that the Apostle of Allah said: The son of Adam does 

not do anything of the actions of the day of sacrifice which is more 

pleasing to Allah than the shedding of blood, and he will come on 

the Resurrection Day with its hairs, horns and hoofs; and the blood 

certainly falls in a place near Allah before it falls down on the 

ground. So make yourself purified therewith. 
 Mishkat III, p. 490 

 

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  hhaadd  bbeeccoommee  aa  wwiittnneessss  ooff  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee  ooff  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh  tthhaatt  ""wwiitthhoouutt  

sshheeddddiinngg  ooff  bblloooodd,,  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  ooff  ssiinn"",,  aalltthhoouugghh  hhee  pprroobbaabbllyy  ddiidd  nnoott  

uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  iimmpplliiccaattiioonn  aanndd  ssoo  tthhiiss  ddooccttrriinnee  iiss  rreejjeecctteedd  bbyy  IIssllaamm..  

TThhee  aanniimmaallss  ssaaccrriiffiicceedd  mmuusstt  bbee  wwiitthhoouutt  bblleemmiisshh,,  aanndd  ooff  ffuullll  aaggee,,  aanndd  iitt  mmaayy  bbee  eeiitthheerr  aa  

ggooaatt,,  aa  sshheeeepp,,  aa  ccooww  oorr  aa  ccaammeell..  ((CCaammeellss  aarree  ‘‘uunncclleeaann’’  aanniimmaallss  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ((DDeeuutt..  1144::77))  

aanndd  bbyy  tthhaatt  nnoott  ffiitt  ffoorr  ssaaccrriiffiiccee))..  

  

TThhee  eexxppeeccttaattiioonn  wwhhiicchh  aaccccoommppaanniieess  ssaaccrriiffiicceess::  

 'If you sacrifice a fat animal it will serve you well, and carry you 

across the Sirat (i.e. bridge over hell to Paradise). O Believers, thus 

said the Prophet, on whom be the mercy and peace of Allah, 'Sacrifice 

the victim with your own hands, this was the Sunnah of Ibrahim, on 

whom be peace'. 

 'O Believer, if ye do so, Allah will pardon the sins of fifty years which 

are past and of fifty years to come. The reading of the Surahs is equal, 

as an act of merit, to the reading of all the books Allah has sent by his 

prophets'. 

 'May Allah include us amongst those who are accepted by Him, who 

act according to the Law, whose desire will be granted at the Last 

Day. To all such there will be no fear on the Day of Resurrection; no 

sorrow in the examination at the Day of Judgement. The best of all 

books is the Qur'an. O Believers! May Allah give to us and to you a 

blessing for ever, by the grace of the Noble Qur'an. May its verses be 

our guide, and may its wise mention of Allah direct us right. I desire 

that Allah may pardon all believers, male and female, the Muslimin 

and Muslimat. O Believers, also seek for pardon. Truly Allah is the 
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Forgiver, the Merciful, the Eternal King, the Compassionate, the 

Clement. O Believer, the Khutbah (= sermon) is over'. 

 The Khutbah being ended, the people all returned to their homes. The 

head of the family then takes a sheep, or a cow, or a goat or camel, 

and turning its head towards Mecca says: 

 'In the name of the great Allah. Verily, my prayers, my sacrifice, my 

life, my death, belong to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. He has no 

partner: that is what I am bidden!' 

 And then he slays the animal. The flesh of the animal is then divided 

into three portions, one third being given to relatives, one third to the 

poor, and the remaining third reserved for the family. Quite apart 

from its religious ceremonies, the festival is observed as a great time 

of rejoicing, and the holiday is kept for two or three days in a similar 

way to that of the minor festival or the ‘Idul'l-Fitr’. 
CCaannoonn  EEddwwaarrdd  SSeellll  rreeccoorrddeedd  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  sseerrmmoonn  pprreeaacchheedd  oonn  IIdduu''ll--AAddhhaa::                                                   
‘Dictionary of Islam’ by  T.P Hughes, p. 194 

 

IItt  iiss  ssuurreellyy  nnoo  ccooiinncciiddeennccee  tthhaatt  IIdduu''ll  AAddhhaa  ffaallllss  yyeeaarr  aafftteerr  yyeeaarr  oonn  tthhee  ssaammee  ddaayy  ((oorr  vveerryy  

cclloossee  ttoo))  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ‘‘YYoomm  KKiippppuurr"",,  tthhee  ""DDaayy  ooff  AAttoonneemmeenntt""  aass  pprreessccrriibbeedd  iinn  

LLeevviittiiccuuss  1166..  

  

TTHHEE  IISSLLAAMMIICC  TTEEAACCHHIINNGG  OONN  SSAALLVVAATTIIOONN    ((SSootteerriioollooggyy))    

IInn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  wwee  ffiinndd  wweellll--ddeeffiinneedd  tteeaacchhiinngg  aabboouutt  ssaallvvaattiioonn..  IItt  iiss  tthhee  wwaayy  wwhheerreebbyy  aa  ppeerrssoonn  

mmaayy  oobbttaaiinn  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  aanndd  bbee  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  GGoodd  ((22..  CCoorr..  55::1188,,1199))..  EEvveerryy  ppeerrssoonn  wwiitthh  aa  ffaaiirr  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  GGoodd''ss  WWoorrdd  aanndd  nnoott  ccoonnffuusseedd  bbyy  cceerrttaaiinn  cchhuurrcchh  ddooggmmaass,,  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  jjuuddggee  iinn  

wwhhaatt  ppoossiittiioonn  hhee//sshhee  ssttaannddss  bbeeffoorree  GGoodd::  ffoorrggiivveenn  oorr  nnoott  ffoorrggiivveenn,,  ssaavveedd  oorr  lloosstt..    IInn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  

tthhaatt  nnoo  MMuusslliimm  mmaayy  jjuussttiiffiiaabbllyy  ccoonncclluuddee  tthhaatt  hhiiss//hheerr  ssiinnss  aarree  ffoorrggiivveenn,,  tthhaatt  hhee//sshhee  iiss  

ssaavveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff  ssiinn,,  aanndd  hhaass  bbyy  tthhaatt  ttookkeenn  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  GGoodd  aanndd  tthhee  

aassssuurraannccee  ooff  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee  iinn  hheeaavveenn..  

IIssllaamm  pprreesseennttss  aaccttuuaallllyy  tthhrreeee  ''wwaayyss  ooff  ssaallvvaattiioonn'',,  iiff  oonnee  mmaayy  ccaallll  tthheemm  bbyy  tthhiiss  nnaammee,,  bbuutt  

tthheessee  ccoonnfflliicctt  wwiitthh  eeaacchh  ootthheerr::  

SSAALLVVAATTIIOONN  IISS  AACCHHIIEEVVEEDD  BBYY  RRIIGGHHTT  AACCTTIIOONN 

 The balance that day will be true (to a nicety). Those whose scale (of good) 

will be heavy, will prosper. 

 Those whose scale will be light, will find their souls in perdition, for that 

they wrongfully treated our signs.  Surah 7:8-9 

 
SSAALLVVAATTIIOONN  IINN  IISSLLAAMM  IISS  OOBBTTAAIINNEEDD  TTHHRROOUUGGHH  GGOODD’’SS  MMEERRCCYY  AANNDD  

FFOORRGGIIVVEENNEESSSS 

 Say: If ye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you, and forgive you 

your sins. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.  Surah 3:31 
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SSAALLVVAATTIIOONN  CCOOMMEESS  BBYY  PPRREE--DDEECCRREEEE 

 Say: Why then doth He punish you for your sins? Nay, ye are but men - of 

the men He hath created. He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He 

punishes whom He pleaseth. And to Allah belongeth the dominion of the 

heavens and the earth, and all that is between.  Surah 5:18 

 He leads astray whom He pleases and guides whom He pleases: but ye 

shall certainly be called to account for all your actions.  Surah 16:93 
It is only martyrs in a ‘holy war’, who have a qur’anic assurance to  bbee  ffoorrggiivveenn    

aanndd  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  PPaarraaddiissee..  

  

TThhee  wwoorrdd  ''ssaallvvaattiioonn'',,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  nnaajjaatt  iinn  AArraabbiicc,,  oonnllyy  aappppeeaarrss  oonnccee  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann::  IItt  lleettss  aa  

bbeelliieevviinngg  ssuubbjjeecctt  ooff  PPhhaarraaoohh  ssaayy:: 

 O, my people! How (strange) it is for me to call you to salvation while ye 

call me to the fire (i.e. hell).  Surah 40:41 

 

YYuussuuff  AAllii  ttrraannssllaatteess  tthhee  wwoorrdd  ''ffaauuzz''  wwiitthh  ''ssaallvvaattiioonn'':: 

 Allah will say: 'This is a day on which the truthful will profit from their 

truth. Theirs are the Gardens, with rivers flowing beneath, - their eternal 

home: Allah well-pleased with them, and they with Allah. That is the great 

salvation (the fulfillment of all desires).  Surah 5:119 

 

TThhee  ffoooottnnoottee  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  eexxppllaaiinnss:: 

 Fauz = felicity, happiness, achievement, salvation, the attainment or fulfilment of 

desires. What a beautiful definition of salvation or the end of life! - that we should win 

God's good pleasure and that we should reach the stage at which His good pleasure is 

all-in-all to us. 

IInn  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  nnoottee  ((aapppp..  XXIIII,,  pp..  11446699))  wwee  rreeaadd:: 

 This, then, is the Muslim idea of salvation. It consists, not in being saved from the 

consequences of our sins by the suffering or the merits of others, nor in Nirvana, or 

annihilation or absorption - but in the achievement, the attainment of all desires, the 

felicity in excelsis. 

 This is our idea of salvation: the negative avoidance of all the consequences of evil, and 

the positive attainment of all - and more than all - that our hearts could possibly desire. 

For God's bounty outstrips anything that our eyes have seen, or our ears have heard of, 

or our imagination can conceive. 

 

TToo  aannyy  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  kknnoowwss  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  tthhiiss  iiss  aann  aattrroocciioouuss  bbllaasspphheemmyy  aanndd  aa  ttoottaall  mmiissjjuuddggmmeenntt  

ooff  GGoodd,,  mmaann  aanndd  ssiinn!!  
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WWee  ccoonncclluuddee::  

        

  

  

  

  

  

BBeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  mmiissuunnddeerrssttoooodd  hhoolliinneessss  aanndd  rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ooff  GGoodd,,  ssiinn  iiss  mmiissjjuuddggeedd..  TThhiiss  

lleeaaddss  ttoo  tthhee  wwrroonngg  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthhaatt  mmaann  iiss  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoommppeennssaattee  ffoorr  hhiiss  ssiinn  oorr  tthhaatt  GGoodd  wwiillll  

eelliimmiinnaattee  iitt  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  mmaann''ss  ssiinncceerriittyy,,  wwhhiicchh  uullttiimmaatteellyy  iiss  aallssoo  hhiiss  oowwnn  eeffffoorrtt..  

  

CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  sseeeess  nnoo  nneeeedd  ffoorr  

aattoonneemmeenntt,,  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  

rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  oorr,,  ffoorr  tthhaatt  mmaatttteerr,,  ggrraaccee..  

  

 

 

AN EVALUATION 

 

We perceive from all this that Islam coaches people to repentance, but offers a 

forgiveness without atonement, and reconciliation without the shed blood of a 

sacrifice. By Scriptural standards Islam therefore offers no salvation, or worse, 

misguides people to trust a teaching that does not base on God's fundamental 

requirement: "without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin", and that 

it is the blood of Christ which alone cleanses or purifies us from all sin (Hebr.9:22 and I 

Jn.1:7). Islam thereby contradicts what God has said in His Word! Islam is by that 

‘another Gospel’ (Gal.1:6-9) (Greek = heteros evanggelion = another of a different 

kind). 

 

When we investigate the Islamic understanding of the Law and try to relate to it the 

concept of sin, it is inevitable to look at the biblical and Islamic teaching about man, 

his nature and purpose. 

 

 

 

IISSLLAAMMIICC  EESSCCHHAATTOOLLOOGGYY      

EEsscchhaattoollooggyy  iiss  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  oonn  ‘‘tthhee  llaasstt  tthhiinnggss’’,,  ggeenneerraallllyy  mmeeaanniinngg  tthhee  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  

TTiimmee  ooff  tthhee  EEnndd,,  tthhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  LLaasstt  JJuuddggmmeenntt,,  HHeeaavveenn  aanndd  HHeellll,,  aanndd  ccoonncceerrnnss  iittsseellff  

aatt  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  rreeggaarrddiinngg  ddeeaatthh  aanndd  lliiffee  aafftteerr  ddeeaatthh..  

AAlltthhoouugghh  iiddeennttiiccaall  wwoorrddss  ffoorr  tthheessee  eevveennttss  aarree  uusseedd  aass  iinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  ccoonntteexxtt,,  tthhee  ccoonntteenntt  iiss  

rraatthheerr  ddiiffffeerreenntt..  

  

MMuusslliimmss  hhaavvee  

AA  FFAALLSSEE  CCOONNCCEEPPTT  OOFF  GGOODD  

AA  FFAALLSSEE  CCOONNCCEEPPTT  OOFF  MMAANN  

AA  FFAALLSSEE  CCOONNCCEEPPTT  OOFF  SSIINN 
 

  

CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  aa  MMuusslliimm  sseeeess  nnoo  nneeeedd  ffoorr  

aattoonneemmeenntt,,  jjuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn  aanndd  rreeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn  oorr,,  ffoorr  

tthhaatt  mmaatttteerr,,  ggrraaccee.. 
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DDEEAATTHH  AANNDD  TTHHEE  PPUUNNIISSHHMMEENNTT  IINN  TTHHEE  GGRRAAVVEE  

TToo  ffiinndd  oouutt  wwhhaatt  aa  MMuusslliimm  hhaass  ttoo  eexxppeecctt  aafftteerr  ddeeaatthh,,  wwee  llooookk  aatt  ssoommee  aaHHaaddiitthh  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ppooppuullaarr  bbooookk  WWhhaatt  hhaappppeennss  aafftteerr  DDeeaatthh??  bbyy  HHaazzrraatt  MMaauullaannaa  AAhhmmeedd  SSaaeeeedd  DDeehhllwwii  aanndd  ootthheerr  

TTrraaddiittiioonnss..  WWee  mmuusstt  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh  pprroovviiddeess  tthhee  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  aanndd  iiss  

tthheerreeffoorree  aann  aabbssoolluuttee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ttoo  MMuusslliimmss..  

  

WWHHAATT  IISS  TTHHEE  PPUUNNIISSHHMMEENNTT  LLIIKKEE?? 

  …for believers, this pain is more than all other pains but for the non-believers it 

is very light as his trouble will come in the form of ever-lasting punishment after 

death. (Abu Naim)  ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 52 

 

 Hazrat Umar asked Hazrat Ka'ab to narrate the conditions of death. He told that 

a tree of thorns was thrust in his stomach and every thorn of it was entangled with 

a vein and in that state a very powerful man was pulling out that tree with all his 

force and with [sic] thorns all the veins were coming out. (Ibn Abi Shaiba, Ibn 

Abiddumya)   ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 54 

 

 Hazrat Ata Bin Yasaar has quoted the Holy Prophet to have stated that the grip 

of the Angel of Death is harder than thousand strikes of a sword. The believer, 

who dies, feels pain in every vein separately. At the time of death, Satan, the 

enemy of Allah, is very near to the dying man. (Masnad Haaris) 
 ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 55 

 At that time the eyes are taken out, the veins are snatched away, the backbone is 

crushed and the whole physical frame is put to agonies which no human language 

can express. If there is a wound in the body, the whole body suffers endless pain. 

Imagine the condition of the body when the entire bodily limbs [sic] will be 

snatched away one by one. This is the turning hour of a man from one stage to 

another, from a life of flesh to a life of spirit. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 83 - Commentary 

 Narrated by AbuHurayrah: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: When 

the dead body (of a Muslim) is buried in the grave there appear before him two 

Angels, both having black faces and blue eyes. One is called Munkar and the 

other is called Nakir and they say: Say what you have to say about this person 

and he will say: He is the servant of Allah and His Messenger. I bear testimony to 

the fact that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger and 

they both will say: We already knew that you would say this. Then his grave will 

be expanded to the extent of 4900 square cubic feet and it will be illuminated, then 

it will be said to him: Go to sleep and he will say: I intend to go to my family in 

order to inform them and they would say: Go to sleep like the sleep of a newly 

wedded bride whom no one awakens but one who is dearest to her amongst his 

family members. Only Allah would resurrect him from his resting place. If he (the 

dead) were a hypocrite he will say: I heard people making a statement (pertaining 

to the oneness of Allah and the apostlehood of  Muhammad) and I said the same 

but I do not know. And they would say: We already knew that you would say this 

and the earth will be told to press him and it will press him till his ribs are clasped 

together and he will not be relieved of the torment till Allah resurrects him from 

his resting-place.  Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 130 
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 A virtuous man will live in a semi-conscious state of happiness in his grave as if 

he is in dream in the midst of the sweet company of a beautiful girl. When he will 

be awake, he will exclaim: O woe to us! who has raised us from our sleeping 

place? The sinner will also live likewise in the midst of huge snakes, tigers and 

lions as if he is in dream. He will continue to have such punishment in proportion 

to his evil deeds. 
 Mishkat III, p. 78+79 Commentary 

                    The dead man will continue to feel the pangs of death so long as he is in the 

grave. For the believers, this pain is more than all other pains but for the non-

believers it is very light as his trouble will come in the form of ever-lasting 

punishment after death". (Abu Naim) 

 "What Happens After Death?", p. 52 

 Hazrat Umar asked Hazrat Ka'ab to narrate the conditions of death. He told that 

a tree of thorns was thrust in his stomach and every thorn of it was entangled with 

a vein and in that state a very powerful man was pulling out that tree with all his 

force and with [sic] thorns all the veins were coming out. (Ibn Abi Shaiba, Ibn 

Abiddumya) 

 "What Happens After Death?", p. 54 

 Hazrat Ata Bin Yasaar has quoted the Holy Prophet to have stated that the grip 

of the Angel of Death is harder than thousand strikes of a sword. The believer, 

who dies, feels pain in every vein separately. At the time of death, Satan, the 

enemy of Allah, is very near to the dying man. (Masnad Haaris) 
 "What Happens After Death?", p. 55 

 At that time the eyes are taken out, the veins are snatched away, the backbone is 

crushed and the whole physical frame is put to agonies which no human language 

can express. If there is a wound in the body, the whole body suffers endless pain. 

Imagine the condition of the body when the entire bodily limbs [sic] will be 

snatched away one by one. This is the turning hour of a man from one stage to 

another, from a life of flesh to a life of spirit.  Mishkat IV, p. 83 – Commentary 

 

 Narrated by AbuHurayrah: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said: When 

the dead body (of a Muslim) is buried in the grave there appear before him two 

Angels, both having black faces and blue eyes. One is called Munkar and the 

other is called Nakir and they say: Say what you have to say about this person 

and he will say: He is the servant of Allah and His Messenger. I bear testimony to 

the fact that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger and 

they both will say: We already knew that you would say this. Then his grave will 

be expanded to the extent of 4900 square cubic feet and it will be illuminated, then 

it will be said to him: Go to sleep and he will say: I intend to go to my family in 

order to inform them and they would say: Go to sleep like the sleep of a newly 

wedded bride whom no one awakens but one who is dearest to her amongst his 

family members. Only Allah would resurrect him from his resting place. If he (the 

dead) were a hypocrite he will say: I heard people making a statement (pertaining 

to the oneness of Allah and the apostlehood of  Muhammad) and I said the same 

but I do not know. And they would say: We already knew that you would say this 

and the earth will be told to press him and it will press him till his ribs are clasped 

together and he will not be relieved of the torment till Allah resurrects him from 

his resting-place.  Al-Tirmidhi, Hadith 130 
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 A virtuous man will live in a semi-conscious state of happiness in his grave as if 

he is in dream in the midst of the sweet company of a beautiful girl. When he will 

be awake, he will exclaim: O woe to us! who has raised us from our sleeping 

place? The sinner will also live likewise in the midst of huge snakes, tigers and 

lions as if he is in dream. He will continue to have such punishment in proportion 

to his evil deeds.  Mishkat III, p. 78+79 Commentary 
 

 

HHOOWW  LLOONNGG  IISS  TTHHEE  SSUUFFFFEERRIINNGG  TTOO  LLAASSTT?? 

 What does grave mean? Grave means the period from the time of death up to the 

Resurrection Day when judgment will take place.  Mishkat III, p. 78 Commentary 

 

 Hazrat Ibn Abbas said that the Holy Prophet said that while ordering to take out 

the soul of the sinful believers Allah asks the Angel of Death to give him the glad 

tiding of Paradise, although on account of sin, they will be given punishment of 

fire for a certain period. It means that the followers of Muhammad would 

certainly get Paradise although after completing their term of punishment for the 

sins.  ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 92 
 

CCoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  BBiibbllee  cclleeaarrllyy  ssttaatteess:: 

 Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. 
 Hebr. 9:27 

 

WWhhiillee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  ggrraavvee  iiss  tteemmppoorraarryy,,  ii..ee..  uunnttiill  tthhee  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  aanndd  ffiinnaall  jjuuddggeemmeenntt,,  

hheellll  iiss  eetteerrnnaall.. 

 If We had willed, We could certainly have brought every soul its true guidance. 

But the Word from Me will come true: 'I will fill Hell with Jinns and men all 

together. Taste ye then - for ye forgot the Meeting of this Day of yours, and We 

too will forget you - taste ye the penalty of Eternity for your (evil) deeds! 
 Surah 32:13+14 

 The Sinners will be in the punishment of Hell, to dwell therein (for ever).  

 Nowise will the (punishment) be lightened for them, and in despair will they be 

there overwhelmed. Nowise shall We be unjust to them: But it is they who have 

been unjust themselves. They will cry: 'O Malik!8 Would that thy Lord put an end 

to us!' He will say: 'Nay, but ye shall abide!'.  Surah 43:74-77 

 

 Those who are wretched shall be in the Fire: there will be for them therein 

(nothing but) the heaving of sighs and sobs. 

 They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure, 

except as thy Lord willeth: for thy Lord is the (sure) Accomplisher of what he 

planneth.  Surah 11:106+107 

 

 Their wish will be to get out of the fire, but never will they get out therefrom. 

Their penalty will be one that endures.  

                                                 
88  MMaalliikk  ==  kkeeeeppeerr  ooff  hheellll 
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 Surah 5:37 

IInn  ttoottaall  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  tthhaatt  MMuusslliimmss  aarree  eennccoouurraaggeedd  ttoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  wwhhiillee  tthheeyy  wwiillll  hhaavvee  ttoo  ggoo  ttoo  

hheellll  ffoorr  aa  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee  ttoo  ssuuffffeerr  ffoorr  tthhee  ssiinnss,,  wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  ccoommmmiitttteedd  wwhhiillee  oonn  eeaarrtthh,,  tthheeyy  

mmaayy  wweellll  eexxppeecctt  ttoo  eenntteerr  PPaarraaddiissee  tthheerreeaafftteerr..  

TThhiiss  rraaiisseess  ssoommee  qquueessttiioonnss::  

  11..  IIff  hheellll  iiss  ffoorreevveerr  --  hhooww  ddoo  tthheeyy  hhooppee  ttoo  ccoommee  oouutt??  

  22..  WWhheerree  ddooeess  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  ccoommee  iinn??  

  33..  WWhhyy  sshhoouulldd  AAllllaahh  lleett  tthhoossee  ppeeooppllee  oouutt  ooff  hheellll  iinnttoo  PPaarraaddiissee  wwhhoo  ssiinnnneedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  bbeetttteerr  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss)),,  wwhhiillee  lleeaavviinngg  tthhee  iiggnnoorraanntt  ffoorr  eetteerrnnaall  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt??  

   

 

WWHHIICCHH  SSIINNSS  WWIILLLL  BBEE  PPUUNNIISSHHEEDD??  

TThheerree  iiss,,  ooff  ccoouurrssee  aa  ggrreeaatt  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ssiinnss  ffoorr  wwhhiicchh  ppeeooppllee  wwiillll  ggeett  ppuunniisshheedd..  WWee  wwiillll  

mmeennttiioonn  oonnllyy  tthhee  ssoommeewwhhaatt  uunnuussuuaall..  PPuunniisshhmmeenntt  wwiillll  bbee  mmeetteedd  oouutt  ffoorr……uurriinnaattiinngg  

wwrroonnggllyy::  

 Hazrat Ibn Umar retired for night halt to a house which belonged to an aged 

woman. There was a grave at short distance from the house. During the night he 

heard a voice from the grave, shouting: 

 'Urine that urine - water container that water container'. 

 When he inquired of the woman about the grave she said that it belonged to her 

husband who was suffering from tribulation of the grave for two reasons - first he 

did not take care in urinating and secondly he pointed to an empty water 

container when a very thirsty man asked for water to quench his thirst. As a 

result the man did not find water therein and died of the thirst. 
 ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 190 

 "Sheikh Ibn Hajar Makki narrates that the Traditions mentioning carelessness in 

urinating causing tribulation of the grave are a proof that carelessness in 

urinating is a grave sin (Kubair) and so also fault finding and back biting". 

(Kitabe Zawajir)  ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 195 

 

……ccoonnssiiddeerriinngg  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  pprraayyeerrss  ((SSaallaatt))  aa  bbuurrddeenn  aanndd  ffoorr  nneegglleeccttiinngg  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  

aallmmssggiivviinngg:: 

 It is narrated by Abu Huaira that during the Night of Miraj the Holy Prophet 

passed by a group whose heads were being crushed with the stones, they were 

those who performed salat like unburdening a load from their heads or treated 

the salat as a burden. Then there was a group which had covered their sexparts 

with a piece of rag only and was grazing hot stones and cactus, they did not pay 

Zakat and Sadaqat.  ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 203 

 

 The snake says: 'I have been appointed over you by my Lord in order to bite you 

till sunrise for having missed your morning prayers, and I am appointed to bite 

you till afternoon for missing the noon prayer, and then I am to bite you till 

sunset for having missed the afternoon prayers; and I am to bite you till night-

prayer's time for missing the evening prayers and missing the night prayers. I 
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am appointed to bite you continuously till morning. When the snake bites him but 

once the corpse sinks into the earth to the depth measuring the length of seventy 

hands. And in the same manner he will continue to suffer this torment till 

Doomsday.  ‘What Happens After Death?’, Part II 

 

……tthhoossee,,  wwhhoossee  aaccttiioonnss  ddiiffffeerr  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  wwoorrddss,,  wwhhoo  ttrryy  ttoo  hheeaarr  aanndd  sseeee  iilllleeggiittiimmaattee  

tthhiinnggss,,  wwhhoo  rreeffuusseedd  ttoo  ssuucckkllee  tthheeiirr  bbaabbiieess,,  aanndd  wwhhoo  bbrrookkee  tthhee  ffaasstt  ((SSaawwmm))  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  

ttiimmee:: 

 According to Hazrat Abu Imama the Holy Prophet Sal'am described a dream to 

his Companions. He found women and men whose mouth corners were ripped, 

they were those whose actions were different from their words. Going onward 

certain women and men were seen in whose ears and eyes nails were thrust, they 

were those who always tried to hear and see the illegitimate things. The certain 

[sic] women were hanging upside down and there [sic] breasts were bitten by 

snakes, they were those who refused to suckle their babies. A little ahead, many 

men and women were found hanging upside down and licking mud, they were 

those fast observers who broke their fasts before the appointed time. 
 ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 204 

……tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wweerree  lliiaarrss:: 

 In the fourth grave the dead was seen burning in the fire and the Angels of 

Tribulation were thrashing him which had made him cry loudly. In the same 

manner it was said that the dead used to take false oaths and was a liar". 
 ‘What Happens After Death?, p. 210  

 

……aanndd  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ppllaayyeedd  cchheessss:: 

 In the fifth grave the dead was being beaten with the pillars of fire and he was 

crying very loudly. It was said about him in the same manner that he was an 

amateur player of chess etc. although such things are prohibited by the Apostle of 

Allah. 
 ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 210 

IIss  aallll  tthhiiss  nnoott  ddeessppeerraatteellyy  ssaadd??  IItt  iiss  iinnddeeeedd!!  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  eexxpprreesssseedd  iitt  ttoooo:: 

 It is said by Hazrat Burra that he accompanied the Holy Prophet Sal'am in a 

funeral and the latter wept near a grave so excessively that the soil was moistened 

and upon their inquiry he told the Companions to be prepared for the grave 

which was so terrifying. (Ibn Maja) 
 ‘What Happens After Death?’, p. 169  

WWee  nnoottee::  

  11..  WWee  ccaann  sseeee  tthhaatt  MMuusslliimmss  hhaavvee  mmoorree  tthhaann  eennoouugghh  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  ffeeaarr  tthhee  tteerrrroorrss  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  tthhee  

ggrraavvee,,  jjuuddggmmeenntt  aanndd  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt..  

  22..  TThhiiss  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  iinnttiimmiiddaattiinngg  ffaaccttoorrss,,  wwhhiicchh  hhoolldd  eevveerryy  MMuusslliimm  tteerrrroorriizzeedd  aanndd  

mmeessmmeerriizzeedd,,  ssiinnccee  hhee  ffeeaarrss  mmoorree  tthhaann  aannyytthhiinngg  eellssee  tthhee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt,,  wwhhiicchh  hhee  iiss  

ttaauugghhtt  ttoo  eexxppeecctt  wwhheenn  lleeaavviinngg  IIssllaamm..  

  33..  UUnnttiill  tthhee  ppooiinntt  ooff  ddeeaatthh,,  eevveenn  ttoo  tthhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  aanndd  LLaasstt  JJuuddggmmeenntt,,  aa  MMuusslliimm  hhaass  nnoo  

kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  hhiiss  ddeessttiinnyy..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  hhee  hhaass  nnoo  aassssuurraannccee  ooff  ffoorrggiivveenneessss,,    
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aalltthhoouugghh  tthhee  QQuurr’’aann  mmaakkeess  mmuucchh  ooff  iitt..  IIssllaamm  ooffffeerrss  nnoo  ssaallvvaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  wwaayy  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

ddooeess..  BByy  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  iiss  bbaassiiccaallllyy  aa  rreelliiggiioonn  ooff  ffeeaarr..  IInnttiimmiiddaattiioonn  ffaacceess  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  

ccoonnssiiddeerr  lleeaavviinngg  IIssllaamm  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  CChhrriissttiiaannss..  

FFeeaarr  ooff  ssuucchh  pprroossppeeccttss  mmaakkee  iitt  eevviiddeennttllyy  qquuiittee  ddeessiirraabbllee  ffoorr  MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  sseeeekk  mmaarrttyyrrddoomm..  

TThhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  ddeeaatthh  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  gglloorryy  wwhhiicchh  aawwaaiittss  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddiiee  aass  bbeelliieevveerrss  iinn  

CChhrriisstt  --  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  ffoorrggiivveenn,,  hhaavviinngg  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  GGoodd  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  bbeeeenn  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  

GGoodd,,  ooffffeerrss  ssuucchh  eennoorrmmoouuss  ccoonnttrraasstt,,  tthhaatt  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  mmiissss  ttoo  sshhaarree  tthhiiss  wwiitthh  

hhiiss  MMuusslliimm  ffrriieenndd..  

  

  

TTHHEE  TTIIMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  EENNDD    

TThhee  MMaahhddii  wwiillll  ccoommee  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  JJeessuuss,,  wwhhoo  wwiillll  kkiillll  tthhee  AAnnttiicchhrriisstt::  

TToowwaarrddss  tthhee  EEnndd  ooff  TTiimmee  aa  ddeesscceennddaanntt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwiillll  aappppeeaarr  aass  tthhee  MMaahhddii  ((pprroonnoouunncceedd  

MMaacchhaaddii))..  HHee  wwiillll  mmoovvee  ffrroomm  MMeeddiinnaa  ttoo  MMeeccccaa,,  bbee  tthhee  llaasstt  IImmaamm  ttoo  tteeaacchh  aanndd  gguuiiddee  aallll  ffaaiitthhffuull  

MMuusslliimmss..  HHee  iiss  nnoott  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  ssccaarrcceellyy  iinn  tthhee  HHaaddiitthh,,  aanndd  nnoott  aatt  aallll  bbyy  tthhee  bbeesstt--

aacccceepptteedd  HHaaddiitthh  ccoolllleeccttoorrss  ((aall--BBuukkhhaarrii  aanndd  MMuusslliimm))..  IInn  tthhee  MMiisshhkkaatt  wwee  rreeaadd:: 

 Abdullah b-Masud reported that the Prophet said: the world shall not pass away 

till a man of my house rules over the Arabs. His name will be similar to my 

name". Umme Salamah reported: I heard the Prophet of Allah say: The Mahdi 

will appear from my stock, from the descendants of Fatima.  
 Mishkat IV, p. 44-45 

Narrated byAbuSa'id al-Khudri: The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: The 

Mahdi will be of my stock, and will have a broad forehead a prominent nose. He 

will fill the earth will equity and justice as it was filled with oppression and 

tyranny, and he will rule for seven years.  Sunan of Abu-Dawood Hadith 4272 

SShhiiááhh  MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhee  MMaahhddii  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  ccoommee  iinn  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  ooff  tthhee  1122tthh  KKhhaalliiff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  AAbbuu''ll--QQaassiimm,,  wwhhoo  iiss  bbeelliieevveedd  ttoo  bbee  hhiiddiinngg  ((iinn  aa  ddeeeepp  wweellll))  uunnttiill  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  ttiimmee..  

  

AAll--DDaajjjjaall  iiss  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  AAnnttii--CChhrriisstt:: 

 It appears from many traditions that Dajjal was living or at least born at the time 

of the Holy Prophet. He will not die till he will be killed by Jesus. In the mean 

time, he has been kept in strong iron chains. The Holy Prophet has given his 

physical description. He will be squint of right eye, floating of the left eye, curly 

and coarse haired, having biting teeth, big and fat so much so that there will be a 

distance of 70 cubits between his two eyes. His father will be long statured with 

long nose like a beak, and his mother will be fat and long of two hands"=. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 51 – Commentary 

 

JJeessuuss  wwiillll  ddeeffeeaatt  AAll--DDaajjjjaall:: 

 When Dajjal, representing the embodiment of evils, will let flow his poisonous 

teachings attended with general oppression and sham miracles, Jesus will come 

down from heaven placing his two palms upon the wings of angels and descend in 

[sic] the white minaret to the east of Damascus. He will pray behind Imam Mahdi 
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thereby showing that he will establish the Shariah of the Holy Prophet of Arabia. 

He will destroy the Cross which represents the crucifixion of Jesus Christ because 

it is a gross misrepresentation. He will establish the kingdom of god on earth in 

which there will remain no mutual hatred, jealousy, enmity and rancour. The 

world will be filled up for a time with the melodious names of Allah. He will be 

nearly of square size, red, extremely beautiful, having hanging hairs. He will take 

wife and issues9 will be born to him. He will search for Dajjal and find him out at 

Lud, a town in Syria and he will kill him there with his own hand. Thereafter 

almost all including the Jews and the Christians will accept Islam thus proving 

the truth of the Qur'anic verse: 'He it is who sent  his Apostle with guidance and 

true religion in order that He may cause it to prevail over all other religions'. 

During his Khalifat, two mighty tribes known as Gog and Magog will appear 

from the hilly countries between Turkisthan and Transoxania and will devastate 

the land carrying pillage and murders. Through the invocation of Jesus, they will 

be destroyed. Then there will be heavy shower of rain which will enrich the world 

with foodstuffs and vegetables. Thereafter a pleasant wind will carry all the 

believers to death leaving the unbelievers to suffer. After this Jesus will die and he 

will be buried at the Prophet's sepulcher just by the side. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 80 - Commentary 

  

JJeessuuss  wwiillll  ddeessttrrooyy  aallll  ccrroosssseess:: 

 Narrated by Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle said, "By Him in Whose Hands my soul 

is, surely (Jesus,) the son of Mary will soon descend amongst you and will judge 

mankind justly (as a Just Ruler); he will break the Cross and kill the pigs and 

there will be no Jizya (i.e. taxation taken from non-Muslims). Money will be in 

abundance so that nobody will accept it, and a single prostration to Allah (in 

prayer) will be better than the whole world and whatever is in it." Abu Huraira 

added "If you wish, you can recite (this verse of the Holy Book):   'And there is 

none Of the people of the Scriptures (Jews and Christians) But must believe in 

him (i.e Jesus as an Apostle of Allah and a human being) Before his death. And on 

the Day of Judgment He will be a witness Against them." (4.159) (See Fateh Al 

Bari, Page 302 Vol 7)  Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 4.657 

 

JJeessuuss  wwiillll  mmaarrrryy,,  hhaavvee  cchhiillddrreenn,,  ddiiee  aanndd  bbee  bbuurriieedd  nneexxtt  ttoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd:: 

 Abdullah-b-Amr reported that the Messenger of Allah said: Jesus, son of Mary, 

will come down to the world. He will marry and there will be his issue, and he 

will live for forty five years and then die. He will be buried with me in my grave. 

Then I and Jesus, son of Mary, will stand up in one grave between Abu Bakr and 

Omar". (Ibnul Jaozi)  Mishkat IV, p. 82 

 

The king of Kings and the lord of Lords 

With this background knowledge only can we understand the following Hadith: 

                                                 
99  iissssuuee  ==  cchhiillddrreenn 
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 Narrated by Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle said, "The most awful name in Allah's 

sight on the Day of Resurrection, will be (that of) a man calling himself Malik Al-

Amlak (the king of kings)." Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 8.224 

                          

                        TThhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  DDaayy 

 The resurrection is spoken of under various names, the most important of which is 

given below: the day of Resurrection, [occurring seventy times in the Qur'an], the 

day of requital, the next world, [occurring over one hundred times], the day of 

trial, [occurring five times], The Hour [occurring forty times in the Qur'an] does 

not properly apply to the Day of Resurrection as it is the hour of Destruction 

(Doomsday), while the Resurrection is the hour of Construction. With the first 

blowing of the Trumpet, the Hour of Destruction will come to pass, and then after 

a lapse of forty years in Barzakh the Resurrection will take place. 

 Then it shall be blown again, when lo, they shall stand up awaiting. And the earth 

shall shine with the light of its Lord and the book shall be laid down and the 

prophets and the witnesses shall be brought up (Surah 39:69). And the whole 

earth shall be in His grip on the Resurrection Day and the heavens will be rolled 

up in His right hand (Surah 39:67). And the Trumpet shall be blown when lo, 

from their graves they shall hasten on to their Lord. They shall say: O woe to us! 

who has raised us from our sleeping-place ... There shall be nought but a single 

cry when lo they shall be all brought before Us (Surah 36:51). The day on which the 

Trumpet shall be blown, so that you shall all come forth in hosts and the heavens 

shall be opened, so that it shall be all openings (Surah 78:19). The earth will be red-

white plane without trees, plants, mountains and rivers. The sun will shine just 

above the head from a little distance. The people will rise up naked, barefooted 

and uncircumcised. There will be no place for concealment and no shade except 

the shade of the Throne of the Almighty, which the righteous only shall enjoy. 

There will be no sin or bloodshed or evil-doing as everybody will be engaged in 

the thoughts of salvation. The Qur'an says: For every man out of them there will 

be an affair on it that day which will keep him engaged (Surah 80:37). The first to 

rise from his grave will be the Prophet Muhammad and then the other prophets 

and pious men will follow him".  Mishkat IV, p. 94+95 – Commentary 

 

 Much intellectual blood is being spent on the question whether man will rise with 

body or without body. The old theory of dogmatic religion upholds the doctrine of 

only physical resurrection, while the new school of thought inclines to adopt only 

the spiritual resurrection. We cannot definitely answer either of the two questions 

as our vision of comprehension does not extend so far. The Qur'an and Hadith 

give us some clue by upholding the doctrine of spiritual resurrection combined 

with a physique made out of the good and evil deeds of a man. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 97 - Commentary 

 Meqdad reported: I heard the Apostle of Allah say: The sun will be brought near 

creation on the Resurrection Day so much so that it will be from them like the 

distance of a mile. People will remain in perspiration in proportion to their deeds. 

Of them, there will be one who will remain up to his heels, and of them will be one 

who will remain up to his joints, of them will be one who will remain up to his 
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knees, of them will be those whom perspiration will drown a drowning; and the 

Messenger of Allah pointed out to his mouth with his hand. 
 Mishkat IV, p. 102 - Commentary 

 Ayesha reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah say in one of his prayers: O 

Allah! take easy account of me. I asked: O Prophet of Allah! what is easy 

account? He replied: To look to his record (of deeds) and to forgive him. O 

Ayesha! he whose account will be strictly taken on that day will be destroyed. 

(Ahmad)  Mishkat IV, p. 106  

 

TThhee  DDaayy  ooff  JJuuddggmmeenntt 

 There will be none left who will not be asked these four things - his age, in what 

way he spent it; his actions, with what object he did them; his body, how he had 

worn it out; and his wealth, wherefrom he acquired it and how he spent it. All 

these questions will be put to him in presence of all the creatures from the 

beginning of the world up to its end. 

 

TThhee  BBooookk  ooff  DDeeeeddss 

 Then the Book of Deeds will be placed in his hands, such a book as had omitted 

nothing, small or great from being written. The Qur'an says: And the Book shall 

be placed, then you will see the guilty fearing from what is in it, and will say: Ah! 

woe to us! what a book is this? It has not omitted any great one but numbers them 

all [sic]. And they shall find what they done, and your Lord does not deal 

unjustly with any man (Surah 18:49).We made everyman's actions to cling to his 

neck, and will We bring forth to him on the Resurrection Day a book which he 

will find wide open (Surah 17:13). Whoever has done an atom's weight of good 

shall see it, and whoever has done an atom's weight of evil shall see it (Surah 

99:7). The Almighty Allah will then ask: Read thy book, thy own soul is a 

reckoner against thee this day (Surah 17:14). The virtuous will receive it by the 

right hand and the sinner by the left and the unbelievers by the back. (Surah 69:19) 

 

SSiinnnneerrss  aarree  cchhaaiinneedd 

 For the sinners in general, the Lord will pass order to the angels: Lay hold on 

him, then put a chain on him, then thrust him into a chain the length of which is 

seventy cubits (Surah 69:30). At this time, the heavens and earth will weep for him at 

his disaster. 

  

TThhee  bbaallaannccee  ddeecciiddeess  iinn  ccaassee  ooff  ddoouubbtt 

 After those that will enter Paradise without account and those that will enter the 

Fire, there will remain a class of too numerous people who mixed good with evil 

and thus committed both virtues and sins. the virtues and sins of only these people 

will be weighed in the Balance. The Qur'an says: We will not set up a balance for 

them [unbelievers] on the Day of Resurrection (Surah 18:105). The first class will be 

the people who spent their nights by standing in prayer and whom neither the 

commodities of this world, nor its riches could have diverted from the 
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remembrance of Allah (Surah 24:37). The second class will be the polytheists and 

unbelievers - those that set up partnership with God and disbelieved the Prophet 

and the simple articles of religion. The trial at the Balance will be very severe and 

there will be none left who will not be overwhelmed with fear, bewilderment and 

crushing anxiety. 

 

TThhee  BBaallaannccee  DDeecciiddeess  tthhee  FFaattee 

 If his virtues outweigh, the man will be fortunate and will enter Paradise; if 

his sins outweigh, the man will be unfortunate and enter Hell. It is to this 

fact that the Qur'an says: Then as for one whose measure of good deeds is 

heavy, he shall have a pleasant life, and as one whose measure is light, his 

abode shall be the abyss. And what will make you know what it is? A 

burning fire.   Surah 101:6. 

 

OObbsseerrvviinngg  tthhee  LLaaww  ccaauusseess  ssppiirriittuuaalliittyy 

 And as for those whose balances are heavy, these are successful, and as for 

those whose balances are light, these are they who caused damage to their 

souls (Surah 23:102). Thus spiritual deterioration is caused by the neglect 

of the Balance of Shariah injunctions and prohibitions. Again the Qur'an 

says: We sent our apostles with clear arguments, and sent down with them 

the Book and the Balance that men may conduct themselves with equity.  
Surah 57:25. 

  

RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  DDaayy  iiss  aa  ddaayy  ooff  rreeccoommppeennssee 

 At that time, Allah will proclaim: Today every soul will be recompensed for what 

he did. There's no oppression today. And thus the verse will come out to be true. 

And don't think that Allah is heedless of what the oppressors do (Surah 14:42). He 

whose rights were infringed will get the virtue of the wrongdoer to the extent of 

the injury done, and if the virtues fall short of compensation, the sins of the 

wronged will fall on the wrong-doer. Thus the wrong-doer will be bereft of 

virtues and become empty handed when virtues will be urgently required. He will 

be truly poor. 

 After the measurement is over, the people will be driven towards the Great Path 

which runs over a bridge extended over the back of the Hell-fire. The bridge is 

sharper than knife and thinner than hair. There will be the fire of which the flames 

will be rising high just below the bridge and there will be thorny plants raising 

their heads above in the fire. Only those who were steadfast to the straight path of 

Islam will be able to cross it safe by virtue of their good deeds, and those who 

went astray and made their backs heavy will slip down unto Hell at the first step 

they will take on the Path. The Path will be enveloped in darkness and only those 

that will have light of good deeds will be able to pass it, some in the twinkling of 

an eye, some like the passing of air, some galloping, some walking, some crawling 

and falling down. This will occur according to the light of good deeds". 
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 The Holy Prophet will be the first to cross the Path with his pious followers. 

None would speak except one whom the Beneficent God permits (Surah 78:38). 

Nothing but pious deeds will be true friends at the great crisis. 
 All above quotes from Mishkat IV, pp. 109-112 - Commentary 

 Narrated by Aisha:  Allah's Apostle said, "(On the Day of Resurrection) anyone 

whose account will be taken will be ruined (i.e. go to Hell)." I said, "O Allah's 

Apostle! May Allah make me be sacrificed for you. Doesn't Allah say: "Then as 

for him who will be given his record in his right hand, he surely will receive an 

easy reckoning?"   (84.7-8) He replied, "That is only the presentation of the 

accounts; but he whose record is questioned, will be ruined."                                                     
Sahih Al-Bukhari Hadith 6.463, also  8.545 

 

 

    WWEE  TTAAKKEE  NNOOTTEE::  

              IInn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  wwee  ffiinndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmoottiivvee  ffoorr  aaccttiioonn  iiss  aa  pprriimmaarriillyy  ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn..  TThhee  rreessuullttiinngg  

ssiinn  iiss  oonnllyy  aann  oouuttffllooww  ffrroomm  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ooff  tthhoouugghhtt..  NNootthhiinngg  uunncclleeaann  sshhaallll  eevveerr  eenntteerr  

GGoodd’’ss  pprreesseennccee  ((EEpphh..  55::55))..  TThheerreeffoorree  nnoo  oonnee  ccaann  eevveerr  hhooppee  ttoo  eenntteerr  GGoodd’’ss  PPrreesseennccee  ––  

eexxcceepptt  hhee//sshhee  oobbttaaiinneedd  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  aanndd  ppaarrddoonn..  

        WWee  qquueessttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  pprreessccrriibbeedd  rreelliiggiioouuss  rriittuuaallss  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccee  iinn  tthhee  rriigghhtt  

mmaannnneerr  aanndd    aatt  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ttiimmee  aarree  bbyy  tthhaatt  ttookkeenn  vviirrttuuoouuss..  

    WWee  qquueessttiioonn  tthhaatt  aa  rreellaattiivveellyy  ‘‘ssmmaallll’’  aammoouunntt  ooff  ssiinn  ((lleessss  tthhaann  5500%%))  wwiillll  mmaakkee  mmaann’’ss  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  ccoommppaattiibbllee  wwiitthh  GGoodd’’ss  hhoolliinneessss..  TToo  eenntteerr  hheeaavveenn,,  aabbssoolluuttee  hhoolliinneessss  aanndd  ppuurriittyy  

aarree  aa  nneecceessssiittyy..        

                            

  

                        AAnn  iilllluussttrraattiioonn  mmaayy  hheellpp  aa  MMuusslliimm  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhiiss::    

                        WWhheenn  iiss  aa  ssaauussaaggee  nnoott  hhaarraaaamm  ((uunncclleeaann))??  

          WWhheenn  iitt  iiss  mmaaddee  ooff  ppoorrkk??  

          IIff  oonnllyy  4499%%  oorr  lleessss  ooff  iitt  iiss  ppoorrkk??  

          OOrr  iiff  oonnllyy  iittss  sskkiinn  iiss  ffrroomm  aa  ppiigg??  

            TThhee  oobbvviioouuss  aannsswweerr  iiss::  nnoonnee  ooff  tthheessee  ssaauussaaggeess  aarree  hhaallaaaall..  AAllll  aarree  hhaarraaaamm1100..    

            TThhee  ssaammee  pprriinncciippllee  ccaann  bbee  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  mmaann..    

                      WWhheenn  iiss  aa  mmaann  nnoott  aacccceeppttaabbllee  ttoo  GGoodd??  

        WWhheenn  hhee  iiss  aa  mmaassss  mmuurrddeerreerr??  

        WWhheenn  hhee  iiss  aann  ooccccaassiioonnaall  aadduulltteerreerr??  

        WWhheenn  hhee  ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy  hhaass  eevviill  tthhoouugghhttss??  

                  

                WWee  ccoonnssiiddeerr::  

                                                 
1100  hhaarraaaamm  ==  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn 
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                      WWee  mmuusstt  rreeaalliizzee  aaggaaiinn  tthhaatt  aa  llaaww  ccaannnnoott  ssaavvee..  IItt  oonnllyy  sshhoowwss  wwhhaatt  iiss  wwrroonngg  oorr  rriigghhtt..  FFeeaarr  

ooff  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  mmaayy  iimmpprroovvee  bbeehhaavviioouurr..  BBuutt  iitt  ccaannnnoott  cchhaannggee  aa  ppeerrssoonn''ss  aattttiittuuddee,,  

cchhaarraacctteerr  aanndd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ttoo  GGoodd..  OOnnee  mmaayy  kkeeeepp  aallll  tthhee  llaawwss  wwiitthh  aann  uunnttoouucchheedd  hheeaarrtt,,  

tthhee  mmoottiivvee  bbeeiinngg::  II  wwaanntt  ttoo  bbee  iinn  PPaarraaddiissee..  

  

  

PPAARRAADDIISSEE  

TThhee  PPaarraaddiissee  rreeppllaacceess  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  HHeeaavveenn  iinn  IIssllaamm..  WWhhaatt  iiss  iitt  lliikkee?? 

 Narrated by Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle said, "Allah said, 'I have prepared for my pious 

worshipers such things as no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard of, and nobody has ever 

thought of.'”  Abu Huraira added: If you wish you can read:  'No soul knows what is kept hidden 

(in reserve) for them of joy as reward for what they used to do.' (Surah 32:17).                                   
Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith 6.302 

 

LLeett  uuss  ccoommppaarree  tthhiiss  tteexxtt  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  aabboovvee  tteexxtt  iiss  vveerryy  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  oorriiggiinnaattee::  

 

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has  
prepared for those who love him  1. Cor. 2:9 - quoting Isa. 64:4 

 
  

  

AA  ddrraammaattiiccaallllyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  HHeeaavveenn  aanndd  PPaarraaddiissee  ((aall--JJaannnnaahh))  aanndd  HHeellll  ((aall--

JJaahhaannnnaamm))  iiss  aappppaarreenntt  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aass  ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  IIssllaamm..      

WW..HH..TT..  GGaaiirrddnneerr  oobbsseerrvveess  iinn  hhiiss  bbooookk  TThhee  RReepprrooaacchh  ooff  IIssllaamm:: 

 On earth His name is ever on their [i.e. the Muslim's] lips, yet in Paradise itself, it is not 

He who is the object of their hearts delight. 

LLeett  uuss  rreeaadd  wwhhaatt  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  hhaass  ttoo  ssaayy  aabboouutt  HHeellll  aanndd  PPaarraaddiissee:: 

 When the Event inevitable cometh to pass, then will no (soul) entertain falsehood 

concerning its coming.(Many) will it bring low, (many) will it exalt; when the 

earth shall be shaken to its depth, and the mountains shall be crumbled to atoms, 

becoming dust scattered abroad. And ye shall be sorted out into three classes. 

Then (there will be) the companions of the Right Hand; what will be the 

companions of the Right Hand? And the companions of the Left Hand; what will 

be the companions of the Left Hand? And those foremost (in faith) will be 

foremost (in the Hereafter).These will be those nearest to Allah; in Gardens of 

bliss. A number of people from those of old, and a few from those of later 

times.(They will be) on thrones encrusted (with gold and precious 

stones).Reclining on them, facing each other. Round about them will (serve) 

PPaarraaddiissee  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  iiss  rreewwaarrdd  ffoorr  ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss  oorr  tthhoossee  pprreeddeessttiinneedd  ffoorr  iitt..  TThhee  

bbiibblliiccaall  HHeeaavveenn  iiss  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  lloovvee  GGoodd  aanndd  wweerree  rreeccoonncciilleedd  ttoo  HHiimm  bbyy  ggrraaccee  

wwhhiicchh  ccaammee  ttoo  uuss  tthhrroouugghh  JJeessuuss.. 
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youths11 of perpetual (freshness), with goblets (shining) beakers, and cups out 

of clear-flowing fountains12.No after-ache will they receive therefrom, nor will 

they suffer intoxication13.And with fruits, and that they may select; and the flesh of 

fowls, any that they may desire. And (there will be companions14) with beautiful, 

big and lustrous eyes -like unto pearls well-guarded. A reward for the deed of 

their past (life).No frivolity will they hear therein, nor any taint of ill -only the 

saying, 'Peace! Peace!'. The companions of the Right Hand; what will be the 

companions of the Right Hand?(They will be) among Lote-trees without thorns, 

among Tall trees with flowers (or fruits) piled one above another -in shade long-

extended, by water flowing constantly. And the fruit in abundance, whose season 

is not limited, nor (supply) forbidden. And on thrones (of dignity) raised 

high15,We have created (their companions) of special creation16,and made them 

virgin-pure (and undefiled) -Beloved (by nature) equal in age -for the 

companions of the Right Hand. A (goodly) number from those of old17,and a 

(goodly) number from those of later times.   Surah 56:1-40 

 

TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  SSuurraahh  ((5555::4477--7766))  ggiivveess  aa  ssiimmiillaarr  ddeessccrriippttiioonn,,  wwhhiicchh  wwee  mmiigghhtt  bbeetttteerr  rreeaadd  iinn  aa  

ttrraannssllaattiioonn  mmoorree  ccoommpprreehheennssiibbllee:: 

 For those who feared the presence of their Lord, two gardens are designated ... 

decorated with trees having spreading branches ... in both are murmuring 

streams, in both are two kinds of fruit ... They shall rest on cushions of silk 

embroidered with gold ... and the fruits of both gardens shall be close to hand ... 

in both gardens are black-eyed virgins with cast down eyes whom neither man 

nor jinns have touched. They are beautiful like rubies and pearls ... Should the 

reward for good works be other than good? ... Besides the two gardens are two 

more gardens prepared ... shaded by dark green ... In these are two wells which 

always yield water ... In both gardens is fruit: dates and pomegranates ... also 

most glorious and most beautiful maidens ... with big black eyes, kept in tents for 

you ... never touched by men or jinns ... there you rest on green cushions and 

glorious carpets. 

 

HHEELLLL  

        IInn  eeqquuaallllyy  ddeessccrriippttiivvee  wwoorrddss  hheellll  iiss  vviivviiddllyy  ppoorrttrraayyeedd:: 

 The companions of the Left Hand; what will be the companions of the Left 

Hand?(They will be) in the midst of a fierce blast of fire and in boiling water; and 

in the shades of black smoke. Nothing will there be to refresh, nor to please. All 

will certainly be gathered together for the meeting appointed for a Day well-

known. Then will ye truly O ye that go wrong, and treat (truth) as falsehood! Ye 

                                                 
1111  tthheessee  aarree  yyoouunngg  mmeenn!! 
1122  aaccttuuaallllyy::  wwiitthh  fflloowwiinngg  wwiinnee 
1133  aaccttuuaallllyy::  ''iitt  wwiillll  nnoott  ccaauussee  hheeaaddaacchhee  nnoorr  ddiimm  tthhee  mmiinndd'' 
1144  aaccttuuaallllyy::  vviirrggiinnss 
1155  aaccttuuaallllyy::  ''tthheeyy  wwiillll  lliivvee  wwiitthh  HHuurriiss  rreessttiinngg  oonn  rraaiisseedd  ccuusshhiioonnss'' 
1166  aaccttuuaallllyy::  ''wwoommeenn  ccrreeaatteedd  iinn  aa  ssppeecciiaall  wwaayy'' 
1177  FFrroomm  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd 
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will surely taste of the Tree of Zaqqum. Then will ye fill your insides therewith, 

and drink boiling water on top of it. Indeed ye shall drink like diseased camels 

raging with thirst! Such will be their entertainment on the Day of Requital! 
 Surah 56:41-44, 50-56 

 Has the story reached thee of the overwhelming (event)?Some faces, that Day, 

will be humiliated, labouring (hard), weary; the while they enter the blazing Fire; 

the while they are given to drink of a boiling hot spring. No food will there before 

them but a bitter Dhari, which will neither nourish nor satisfy hunger. But if any 

turn away and reject Allah, Allah will punish him with a mighty punishment. For 

to Us will be their return; then it will be for Usto call them to account. 
 Surah 88:1-7, 23-26 

 

TThhee  aaHHaaddiitthh  iilllluussttrraattee  tthhiiss  eevveenn  ffuurrtthheerr..  AAllll  tthhiiss  iiss,,  nnoo  ddoouubbtt,,  aa  vveerryy  ssttrroonngg  ttooooll  ttoo  ffrriigghhtteenn  

MMuusslliimmss  ttoo  ddoo  wwhhaatt  IIssllaamm  pprreessccrriibbeess  --  bbuutt  aallssoo  ttoo  rreessiisstt  eevveenn  llooookkiinngg,,  aatt  tthhee  eexxcceeeeddiinnggllyy  mmoorree  

aattttrraaccttiivvee  aalltteerrnnaattiivvee::  tthhee  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt..  

  

  

  

  

RReeccoommmmeennddeedd  LLiitteerraattuurree  ffoorr  CChhaapptteerr  66                                                                    

                                                              TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaannWWiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  JJeessuuss  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss    

        ggiivveess  tthhee  aauutthhoorr''ss  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  wwiittnneessssiinngg  ttoo      wweesstteerrnniizzeedd  MMuusslliimmss  bbyy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

pprreesseennttiinngg  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  eevvaannggeelliissmm,,  GGoossppeell  ccoonncceeppttss  aanndd  aannsswweerrss  ttoo  

MMuusslliimm  oobbjjeeccttiioonnss..    

AAnnsswweerriinngg  IIssllaamm,,  GGeeiisslleerr  aanndd  SSaalleeeebb,,  11999955  BBaakkeerr  BBooookkss  HHoouussee  

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ttoo  IIssllaammiicc  TThheeoollooggyy  aanndd  LLaaww,,  IIggnnaattzz  GGoollddzziihheerr,,  PPrriinncceettoonn  

UUnniivv..  PPrreessss  11998811  

IIssllaamm  iinn  tthhee  MMooddeerrnn  WWoorrlldd,,  NNoorrmmaann  AAnnddeerrssoonn,,  AAppoollllooss  11999900  

IIsshhmmaaeell,,  mmyy  BBrrootthheerr,,  ccoommppiilleedd  bbyy  AAnnnnee  CCooooppeerr,,  MMAARRCC,,  EEvvaannggeelliiccaall  

MMiissssiioonnaarryy  AAlllliiaannccee,,  11999933,,  pppp..  111133--114400..  

DDoo’’ss  aanndd  DDoonn’’tt’’ss  iinn  IIssllaamm,,AA..RR..  SShhaadd,,  11999922  TTaajj  PPuubblliisshheerrss  

TThhee  FFaaiitthh  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  CCaannoonn  RReevv..  SSeellll,,  11992200  SSoocciieettyy  ffoorr  PPrroommoottiinngg  

CChhrriissttiiaann……  

FFrreeee  WWiillll  aanndd  PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  WW..MM..  WWaatttt,,  11994488  LLuuzzaacc  &&  CCoo  

IIsshhmmaaeell  mmyy  BBrrootthheerr,,  11999933  MMAARRCC  

SSiinn  aanndd  AAttoonneemmeenntt  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  IIsskkaannddeerr  JJaaddeeeedd,,  LLiigghhtt  

ooff  LLiiffee,,  5577  ppaaggeess..  

IInn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  hheellll  iiss  tthhee  rreewwaarrdd  ffoorr  eevviill  ddeeeeddss..  IInn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  iitt  iiss  tthhee  aabbooddee  ooff  aallll  

wwhhoo  ddeenniieedd  oorr  rreejjeecctteedd  GGoodd’’ss  ppaarrddoonn.. 
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                  ccoommppaarreess  tthhee  ssuubbjjeecctt  iinn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  QQuurr''aann  aanndd  BBiibbllee..  TThhee  ssttuuddyy  

lleeaaddss  ttoo  tthhee  rreeaalliizzaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nneecceessssiittyy  ooff  rreeddeemmppttiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  ffoorrggiivveenneessss  

ooff  ssiinn  bbyy  tthhee  aattoonniinngg  ddeeaatthh  ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  oonn  tthhee  ccrroossss..  

    TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  WWaayy  ooff  LLiiffee,,  AA..  MMaauudduuddii,,  11998866  DDootteessiiooss  PPrriinntteerrss  

    TThhee  LLaawwss  ooff  MMaarrrriiaaggee  aanndd  DDiivvoorrccee,,  11998877  IIssllaammiicc  BBooookk  PPuubblliisshheerrss  

    TThhee  PPoossiittiioonn  ooff  WWoommeenn  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  HHaammdduunn  DDaagghheerr,,  11999944  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee  

    TThhee  LLaaww  ooff  AAppoossttaaccyy  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  SSaammuuaall  ZZwweemmeerr,,  11997755  AAmmaarrccoo  BBooookk  

AAggeennccyy  

    WWhhaatt  hhaappppeennss  aafftteerr  DDeeaatthh??  SS..  HHiinndd,,  11998855  DDiinnii  AArrtt  PPrriinntteerrss  

    TTeexxttbbooookk  ooff  IIssllaamm  IIII,,  MM..AA..  QQuurraaiisshhyy,,  11998899,,  TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  

PP..OO..BBooxx  3300661111,,  NNaaiirroobbii,,  KKeennyyaa..  

TThhee  PPrraayyeerr  ooff  tthhee  LLoosstt,,  AAbbdd  AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee  11999933,,  112200  ppaaggeess..  

        ccoommppaarreess  tthhee  ooppeenniinngg  SSuurraahh  AAll--FFaattiihhaa  wwiitthh  tthhee  LLoorrdd''ss  PPrraayyeerr  

aanndd  tthhuuss  ddeemmoonnssttrraatteess  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  iinn  pprraayyeerr  bbeettwweeeenn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  tthhee  

CChhrriissttiiaann  ffaaiitthh..  TThhee  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ssppiirriitt  ppoorrttrraayyeedd  iinn  tthheessee  pprraayyeerrss  aalleerrttss  uuss  ttoo  

rreeccooggnniizzee  tthhee  ttrruuee  nnaattuurree  ooff  IIssllaamm..  
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77..  TTHHEE  SSTTAATTUUSS  OOFF  WWOOMMEENN  IINN  OORRIIGGIINNAALL  IISSLLAAMM    

WWhhiillee  wwee  nnoottiiccee  wwiitthh  ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  MMuusslliimm  wwoommeenn  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  rreeaallmm  ooff  tthhee  

WWeesstteerrnn  ssoocciieettyy  iiss  ssoommeewwhhaatt  eemmaanncciippaatteedd,,  tthhiiss  iiss  nneeiitthheerr  ttrruuee  iinn  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  IIssllaamm,,  nnoorr  

iinn  mmoosstt  ccoouunnttrriieess  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ttrraaddiittiioonnaallllyy  IIssllaammiicc..    

TThhee  BBiibbllee  aattttaacchheess  ssppeecciiffiicc  rroolleess  ttoo  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn..  WWhhiillee  tthheessee  mmaayy  ddiiffffeerr,,  tthhiiss  ddooeess  

nnoott  ssuuggggeesstt  iinnffeerriioorriittyy  oorr  ssuuppeerriioorriittyy  ttoo  eeiitthheerr..  WWhhiillee,,  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  

pphhiilloossoopphhyy  ooff  lliiffee,,  tthhee  BBiibbllee  aassccrriibbeess  tthhee  lleeaaddiinngg  rroollee  iinn  ffaammiillyy  aanndd  ppuubblliicc  lliiffee  ttoo  mmeenn,,  

tthhiiss  iinn  nnoo  wwiissee  ddeeggrraaddeess  wwoommeenn..  WWee  ffiinndd  iitt  tthheerreeffoorree  aappppaalllliinngg,,  wwhheenn  wwoommeenn  aarree  

ddiissggrraacceedd  oorr  hhuummiilliiaatteedd:: 

     Narrated by Abu Hurayrah: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon 

him) said, "If I were to order anyone to prostrate himself before 

another, I should order a woman to prostrate herself before her 

husband. 
     Al-Tirmidhi HadithHadith 3255 

 
     Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of Allah was asked: 

Who among women is the best? He replied: She who gives 

pleasure to him (husband) when he looks, obeys him when he bids, 

and who does not oppose him regarding herself and her riches 

fearing his displeasure. 
     Mishkat I, p. 216 

 

      Narrated byMu'awiyah ibn Haydah: I said: Apostle of Allah, how 

should we approach our wives and how should we leave them? He 

replied: Approach your tilth when or how you will, give her (your 

wife) food when you take food, clothe when you clothe yourself, do 

not revile her face, and do not beat her.  Sunan of Abu-DawoodHadith 

2138 

 

      Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: By Him in Whose 

hand is my life, when a man calls his wife to his bed, and she 

does not respond, the One Who is in the heaven is displeased 

with her until he (her husband) is pleased with her. 

      Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's 

Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: When a man 

invites his wife to his bed and she does not come, and he (the 

husband) spends the night being angry with her, the angels curse 

her until morning". 
      Sahih Muslim II, p. 723 

      Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach your tilth when or 

how ye will.  Surah 2:223 

 

TThhee  aabboovvee  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  sshhoorrtt  ooff  aabbuussiivvee  bbeehhaavviioouurr..  AA  wwoommaann  iiss  ddeeggrraaddeedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGoodd--

iinntteennddeedd  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  ttoo  aann  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  uussee  oorr  aabbuussee..  AA  ccoommppaarriissoonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  BBiibbllee  wwiillll  

sshhooww  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee::  



  

189 

 

WWiivveess,,  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  yyoouurr  hhuussbbaannddss  aass  ttoo  tthhee  LLoorrdd........  HHuussbbaannddss  lloovvee  yyoouurr  

wwiivveess,,  jjuusstt  aass  CChhrriisstt  lloovveedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  aanndd  ggaavvee  hhiimmsseellff  ffoorr  hheerr..                                                            
EEpphheessiiaannss  55::2222,,2255  

MMaarrrriiaaggee  

MMaarrrriiaaggee  iinn  IIssllaamm  iiss  aa  ccoonnttrraacctt  tthhaatt  iinn  tthhee  ddaayyss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  rraatthheerr  

lliigghhttllyy..  AAllll  iitt  rreeqquuiirreedd  wwaass  tthhaatt  aa  ddoowweerr  hhaadd  ttoo  bbee  ppaaiidd,,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  oofftteenn  ooff  vveerryy  lliittttllee  

vvaalluuee..  IItt  ccoouulldd  bbee  aa  ggaarrmmeenntt  oorr  eevveenn  aa  ffeeww  hhaannddffuullss  ooff  ddaatteess.. 

  Narrated Sahl ibn Sa'd As-Sa'idi: A woman came to Allah's 

Apostle and said: 'O Allah's Apostle! I have come to give you 

myself in marriage (without dower)'. Allah's Apostle looked at her. 

He looked at her carefully and fixed his glance on her and then 

lowered his head. When the lady saw that he did not say anything, 

she sat down. A man from his companions got up and said: 'O 

Allah's Apostle! If you are not in need of her, then marry her to 

me'. The Prophet said, 'Have you got anything to offer?' The man 

said, 'No, by Allah, O Allah's Apostle!' The Prophet said to him, 

'Go to your family and see if you have something'. The man went 

and returned, saying, 'No, by Allah, I have not found anything'. 

Allah's Apostle said, '(Go again) and look for something, even if it 

is an iron ring'. He went again and returned, saying, 'No, by Allah, 

O Allah's Apostle! I could not find even an iron ring, but this is my 

Isar. He added, 'I give half of it to her'. Allah's Apostle said, 'What 

will she do with your Izar? If you wear it, she will be naked, and if 

she wears it, you will be naked'. So that man sat down for a long 

while and then got up (to depart). When Allah's Apostle saw him 

going, he ordered that he be called back. When he came, the 

Prophet said, 'How much of the Qur'an do you know?' He said, 'I 

know such Surah and such Surah', counting them. The Prophet 

said, 'Do you know them by heart?'. He replied, 'Yes'. The Prophet 

said, 'Go, I marry her to you for that much of the Qur'an which 

you have'.  al-Bukhari VII, p. 15-16; Sahih Muslim II, p. 717-718 

 

CCoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  bbiibblliiccaall  ddiiccttaattee,,  ddiivvoorrccee  iiss  qquuiittee  aacccceeppttaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  MMuusslliimm  ssoocciieettyy:: 

  Recent years have brought some amelioration (improvement) of 

the hard lot of women in Muslim countries in the matter of divorce. 

Under the Hanafi law - and this, be it remembered, obtains in the 

greater part of the Muslim world - a husband may divorce his wife 

for any reason or for no reason at all ... The husband can divorce 

his wife by simply saying so three times. On the other hand, a 

woman can never divorce her husband on any ground whatever, 

unless she has his permission to do so. Nor can she get a judicial 

dissolution of marriage for neglect, ill-treatment, or positive 

cruelty ... A feature of the Hanafi system is that a divorce uttered in 

jest (for fun) and not meant seriously is just as binding as a 

deliberate utterance. But this is not all. Even a divorce spoken 
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when a man is drunk is valid if he was culpably drunk, and so, too, 

is a divorce uttered under compulsion. 
  ‘Islam’ by A. Guillaume, p. 174 

DDiivvoorrccee 

    TThhee  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm    bbyy  TT..PP..  HHuugghheess  ggiivveess  tthhiiss  oouuttlliinnee  oonn  ddiivvoorrccee:: 

  The Sunni Law of Divorce: Divorce may be given either in the 

present time or may be referred to some future period. It may be 

pronounced by the husband either before or after the 

consummation of the marriage. It may be either given in writing or 

verbally. The words by which divorce can be given are of two 

kinds: ‘Sarih’, meaning ‘express’, as when the husband says, 

'Thou art divorced'; and ‘kinayah’, meaning ‘metaphorical’, as 

when he says, 'Thou art free, thou art cut off; veil yourself! Arise! 

Seek for a mate’, etc. etc. 

  A man may divorce his wife without any misbehaviour on her part, 

or without assigning any cause. If a man pronounce a divorce 

whilst in a state of inebriety from drinking fermented liquor, such 

as wine, the divorce takes place. Repudiation by any husband who 

is sane and adult, is effective, whether he be free or a slave; 

willing, or acting under compulsion; and even though it were 

uttered in sport or jest, or by a mere slip of the tongue, instead of 

some other word. 

     The following are causes for divorce, but generally required to be 

ratified by a decree from the ‘Qadi’, the ‘judge’: 

 1. Jubb. That is, when the husband has been by any cause deprived 

of his organ of generation. This condition is called majbub. In 

this case the wife can obtain instant divorce if the defect 

occurred before marriage. Cases of evident madness and 

leprosy are treated in the same way. Divorce can be obtained at 

once. 

 2. Unnah or 'impotence'. In cases of impotence in either husband or 

wife, a year of probation can be granted by the judge. 

 3. Inequality of race or tribe. A woman cannot be compelled to 

marry a man who belongs to an inferior tribe, and, in case of 

such a marriage, the elders of the superior tribe can demand a 

divorce; but if the divorce is not demanded, the marriage 

contract remains. 

 4. Insufficient dower. If the stipulated dowry is not given when 

demanded, divorce takes place. 

 5. Refusal of Islam. If one of the parties embrace Islam, the judge 

must offer it to the other three distinct times, and if he or she 

refuse to embrace the faith, divorce takes place. 

 6. La'n, or "imprecation". That is, when a husband charges his wife 

with adultery, the charge is investigated, but if there is no proof, 

and the man swears his wife is guilty, and the wife swears she is 

innocent, a divorce must be decreed. 
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 7. Ila, or "vow". When a husband makes a vow not to have carnal 

intercourse with his wife for no less than four months, and 

keeps the vow inviolate, an irreversible divorce takes place. 

 8. Apostasy from Islam. The author of the Raddu'l Mukhtar (Vol. II, 

p.649) says: 'When a man or woman apostatises from Islam, 

then an immediate dissolution of the marriage takes place, 

whether the apostasy be of the man or of the woman, without a 

decree from the Qadi".  ‘Dictionary of Islam’, pp. 87ff 

WWee  sseeee,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  aallssoo  ssoommee  ffaaiirrnneessss  oorrddeerreedd  ttoowwaarrddss  llaaddiieess  iinn  tthhee  pprroocceessss  ooff  

bbeeiinngg  ddiivvoorrcceedd:: 

  Let the women live (in iddat) in the same style as ye live, according 

to your means. Annoy them not, so as to restrict them. And if they 

carry (life in their womb), then spend (your substance) on them 

until they deliver their burden. And if they suckle your (offspring), 

give them their recompense; and take mutual counsel together, 

according to what is just and reasonable. And if ye find yourselves 

in difficulties, let another woman suckle (the child) on the 

(father's) behalf. 
  Surah 65:6 

 

  TThhee  RRoollee  ooff  WWoommeenn  

    WWee  rreeaadd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann:: 

   Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah 

has given the one more (strength) than the other, and because they 

support them from their means. Therefore the righteous women 

are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's) absence what 

Allah would have them guard. As to those women on whose part ye 

fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (next) refuse 

to share their beds, (and last) beat them (lightly). But if they return 

to obedience, seek not against them means (of annoyance); for 

Allah is Most High, Great (above you all).  Surah 4:34 

 

The LLaaww  ooff  IInnhheerriittaannccee may well assess value of a woman..    IItt  ddeetteerrmmiinneess  tthhaatt  mmaallee  

ooffffsspprriinngg  ggeettss  ddoouubbllee  tthhee  iinnhheerriittaannccee  ooff  tthhee  ffeemmaallee..  LLiikkeewwiissee,,  iinn  IIssllaammiicc  CCoouurrttss  ooff  

JJuussttiiccee,,  aa  mmaann''ss  wwiittnneessss  iiss  wwoorrtthh  ttwwiiccee  tthhaatt  ooff  aa  wwoommaann..  IInn  pprraaccttiiccee  tthhee  rreessuulltt  ooff  ssuucchh  aann  

aattttiittuuddee  wwaass  tthhaatt  aarroouunndd  tthhee  yyeeaarr  11990000  9900%%  ooff  aallll  MMuusslliimm  wwoommeenn  wweerree  iilllliitteerraattee,,  aa  

ccoonnddiittiioonn  wwhhiicchh  ddiidd  nnoott  iimmpprroovvee  ddrraammaattiiccaallllyy  iinn  IIssllaammiicc  ccoouunnttrriieess.. 

IInn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  wwhhaatt  wwee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd,,  iitt  ssoouunnddss  aallmmoosstt  iirroonniicc  tthhaatt  aa  MMuusslliimm  llaaddyy  ((OOlliivvee  

TToottoo))  wwrroottee  aa  ppooeemm  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  ppuubblliisshheedd  iinn  aann  IIssllaammiicc  ppaappeerr  ssoommee  ttiimmee  bbaacckk,,  ppaarrtt  ooff  

wwhhiicchh  rreeaaddss  aass  ffoolllloowwss:: 

    

   "Islam lifts women to a high degree; 

   Gives them their full rights legally. 



  

192 

 

   By Islam's Law a woman's property 

   (Whether single or married she be) 

   Is still her own right lawfully". 

 

WWiitthhoouutt  ssuuggggeessttiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhiiss  ttoo  bbee  ttyyppiiccaall,,  wwee  oouugghhtt  ttoo  mmeennttiioonn  tthhee  ‘‘fflleexxiibbiilliittyy’’  oonnee  mmaayy  

eennjjooyy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  SShhaarriiaahh  ((LLaaww))::  IIbbnn--SSaauudd  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  aaddmmiitttteedd  ttoo  hhaavviinngg  hhaadd  oovveerr  220000  

wwiivveess,,  bbuutt  mmaaiinnttaaiinneedd  tthhaatt  ssiinnccee  hhee  hhaadd  nneevveerr  hhaadd  mmoorree  tthhaann  ffoouurr  aatt  oonnee  ttiimmee,,  hhee  hhaadd  

nneevveerr  ssiinnnneedd  iinn  tthhiiss  rreessppeecctt.. 

WWee  aarree  aallssoo  aawwaarree  tthhaatt  tthhee  EEmmiirr  ooff  KKuuwwaaiitt  mmaarrrriieedd  aa  nneeww  bbrriiddee  eevveerryy  TThhuurrssddaayy  --  

oobbvviioouussllyy  aafftteerr  hhaavviinngg  ddiivvoorrcceedd  aannootthheerr  wwiiffee  bbeeffoorree.. 

BBeessiiddeess  aallll  tthhaatt,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ttaakkee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  aalllloowwss  ppoollyyggaammyy  ((aaccttuuaallllyy  iitt  sshhoouulldd  

rreeaadd  ‘‘ppoollyyggyynnyy’’,,  ffoorr  ppoollyyggaammyy  wwoouulldd  aallllooww  bbootthh  mmeenn  aanndd  wwoommeenn  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmoorree  tthhaann  

oonnee  ppaarrttnneerr..  ‘‘PPoollyyggyynnyy’’,,  oonn  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaanndd,,  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  oonnllyy  mmeenn  mmaayy  hhaavvee  mmoorree  tthhaann  

oonnee  ppaarrttnneerr))  ::    

 

 If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with the orphans, 

marry women of your choice, two , or three, or four. But if ye fear 

that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one, 

or (a captive) that your right hands possess, that will be more 

suitable, to prevent you from doing injustly. Surah 4:3 

 

TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  PPoossiittiioonn  

JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  sshhoowweedd  uuss  aa  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccoonncceepptt:: 

  Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked: 'Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every 
reason?' 'Haven't you read', he replied, 'that at the 
beginning the Creator made them male and female, and 
said, For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let man not separate'. 

  'Why then', they asked, 'Did Moses command that a man 
give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?' 
Jesus replied, 'Moses permitted you to divorce your wives 
because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from 
the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another 
woman commits adultery. 

  Matth. 19:3-8 

   

    TThhee  bboonndd  ooff  mmaarrrriiaaggee  iiss  ttoo  bbee  aa  bboonndd  ooff  lloovvee,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  iiss  ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  aass  wweellll:: 
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If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away.  1.Cor. 13:3-8 

 

 

 

                        WWee  rreeccaallll::  

Islam rules that a man may have up to four wives. Concubines may be 

added, but a woman may not have more than one husband 

 

In public women ought to be veiled and not without the escort of her 

husband or close relative 

 

Legally the testimony or witness of a man is considered worth twice that of a 

woman. Likewise, men are entitled to twice the portion of an inheritance as 

compared with that of women 

 

Men may divorce their wives by exclaiming three times the formula: “I 

divorce you!” 

 

From the Qur’an and Hadith it appears that women were little more than 

toys and servants of men  

 

However, in modern society we find a reasonably broad spectrum of rights 

granted to women. However, it seems to be the rule, that the more Islamic 

orthodox or rural a society is, the greater the pressure is on women, not 

excepting female circumcision 

 

On the other hand, it appears that divorce is by no means a general feature in 

the Muslim society, as one might have expected.  
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  RReeccoommmmeennddeedd  LLiitteerraattuurree  ffoorr  CChhaapptteerr  77::  

TThhee  LLaawwss  ooff  MMaarrrriiaaggee  aanndd  DDiivvoorrccee  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  MMaauullaannaa  AAbbuull  AA’’aallaa  

MMaauuddooooddii,,  IIssllaammiicc  BBooookk  PPuubblliisshheerrss,,  SSaaffaatt,,  KKuuwweeiitt,,  11998833  

CChhrriissttiiaannss  aasskk  MMuusslliimmss,,  GGeerrhhaarrdd  NNeehhllss,,  LLCCAA  11999922,,  pppp..  110033--110077.. 

TTeexxttbbooookk  ooff  IIssllaamm  IIII,,  MM..AA..  QQuurraaiisshhyy,,  TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  11998899,,    pppp..  

118877--220022.. 

TThhee  PPoossiittiioonn  ooff  WWoommeenn  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  HHaammaadduunn  DDaagghheerr,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee  11999955,,  220088  

ppaaggeess..  

    tthhee  ffoorrmmeerr  MMuusslliimm  DDaagghheerr  pprroovviiddeess  bbaacckkggrroouunndd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  

tthhee  ppoossiittiioonn  ooff  wwoommeenn  iinn  IIssllaamm  ffrroomm  oorriiggiinnaall  IIssllaammiicc  ssoouurrcceess..  

NNoobbooddyy  wwhhoo  hhaass  rreeaadd  tthhiiss  bbooookk  wwiillll  qquueessttiioonn  tthhee  hhoossttiilliittyy  ooff  IIssllaamm  

ttoowwaarrddss  wwoommeenn..  IItt  aallssoo  iinncclluuddeess  ddeettaaiilleedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  wwiivveess..  
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8. OUR VERDICT 

WWhheenn  aasssseessssiinngg  IIssllaamm  ffrroomm  aa  bbiibblliiccaall  ppeerrssppeeccttiivvee,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  oouurr  oonnllyy  ooppttiioonn,,  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  

ccoonncclluuddee  tthhaatt  IIssllaamm  iiss  iinn  rreeaall  tteerrmmss  aa  rreevveerrssaall  ooff  tthhee  mmeessssaaggee  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell..  TThhee  NNeeww  

CCoovveennaanntt  tthhaatt  GGoodd  iinn  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  ooffffeerreedd  ttoo  mmaannkkiinndd  iiss  aa  CCoovveennaanntt  ooff  GGrraaccee..  IItt  iiss  

bbaasseedd  oonn  lloovvee..  FFiirrssttllyy  oonn  tthhee  lloovvee  ooff  GGoodd  ttoowwaarrdd  uuss  iinn  tthhaatt  HHee  ccaammee  ttoo  uuss  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  

mmaann  ttoo  ooffffeerr  HHiimmsseellff  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aattoonnee  ffoorr  oouurr  ssiinn..  BBuutt  aallssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  cceennttrraall  eetthhiicc  JJeessuuss  

pprrooccllaaiimmeedd  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  lloovvee..  

In contradistinction to that Islam majors on Law, power and self-justification of the 

sinner. 

It positions itself distinctly and clearly as anti-Christian and is not prepared to open 

itself to truly scholarly debate and correction. We also fail to see any truly 

supernatural evidence, which may support the divine origin of Islam. 

 

  

WWEE  FFIINNDD  TTHHRREEEE  VVIITTAALL  MMIISSCCOONNCCEEPPTTIIOONNSS  IINN  IISSLLAAMM::      

11..  TTHHEE  MMIISSCCOONNCCEEPPTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNAATTUURREE  OOFF  GGOODD  

GGoodd''ss  jjuuddggmmeenntt  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  ttiimmee  eesssseennttiiaallllyy  rreefflleeccttss  HHiiss  nnaattuurree  aanndd  cchhaarraacctteerr    ((iiff  

oonnee  iiss  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  ttoo      uussee  tthheessee  wwoorrddss  iinn  rreellaattiioonn  ttoo  GGoodd))..  

IIff  HHee  iiss  rriigghhtteeoouuss  aanndd  hhoollyy,,  aass  wwee  bbeelliieevvee  HHee  iiss,,  HHee  wwiillll  nnoott  oovveerrllooookk  ssiinn  aanndd  cchhoooossee  ttoo  

eetteerrnnaallllyy  lliivvee  wwiitthh  ssiinnnneerrss..  

22..    TTHHEE  MMIISSCCOONNCCEEPPTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNAATTUURREE  OOFF  MMAANN  

GGoodd''ss  jjuuddggmmeenntt  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  ttiimmee  eeqquuaallllyy  rreefflleeccttss  HHiiss  vviieeww  ooff    ssiinn..  WWee  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  

GGoodd  hhaass  aa  rreeaall  aanndd  ddeeeepp  ccoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  uuss  iinnddiivviidduuaallllyy..  HHee  iiss  nnoott  uunnttoouucchheedd  bbyy  oouurr  

wweeaakknneesssseess!!  

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
firmly to the faith we profess.  For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are—yet he did not sin.  Let us then approach God’s throne 
of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need.  HHeebbrr..  44::1155  

  

HHee  iiss  nnoott  rreemmoovveedd  ffrroomm  uuss,,  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  aabbssoolluuttee  SSoovveerreeiiggnn,,  bbuutt  ddooeess  ccoonnddeesscceenndd  ttoo  uuss  

iinn  lloovvee..  

BBuutt  mmaann,,  iinn  hhiiss  ffaalllleenn  ssttaattee,,  lliivveess  iinn  eennmmiittyy  wwiitthh  GGoodd.. 
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 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds 
set on what that nature desires; but those who live in 
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the 
Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind 
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is 
hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do 
so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

 Rom. 8:5-8 

 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the 
world is hatred towards God? Anyone who chooses to be a 
friends of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

 James 4:4 

 The sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict 
with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 

 Gal. 5:17 

33..  TTHHEE  MMIISSCCOONNCCEEPPTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNAATTUURREE  OOFF  SSIINN  

IInn  IIssllaamm  ccoommmmiittttiinngg  ""SShhiirrkk""  ((aaddddiinngg  aa  ppaarrttnneerr  ttoo  AAllllaahh))  aanndd  ""KKuuffrr""  ((uunnbbeelliieeff))  aarree  

ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  sseerriioouuss  ssiinnss..  AAllll  ootthheerr  ssiinnss  aarree  vviieewweedd  rraatthheerr  lliigghhtt--hheeaatteeddllyy  aass  mmiissttaakkeess,,  

ffaauullttss,,  ffaaiilluurreess  wwhhiicchh  ccaann  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  rreeccttiiffiieedd  bbyy  aa  lliimmiitteedd  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  iinn  hheellll  ffoorr  aa  

sseeaassoonn,,  uunnttiill  tthheeyy  aarree  ‘‘ppaaiidd  ffoorr’’..  BByy  vviirrttuuee  ooff  aann  ooffffeennddeerr''ss  ffaaiitthh  iinn  AAllllaahh,,  ((tthhiiss  iiss  sseeeenn  aass  

bbeelliieeff  iinn  tthhee  eexxiisstteennccee  ooff  AAllllaahh))  AAllllaahh  iiss  eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  eexxeerrcciissee  hhiiss  ggrraaccee  aanndd  mmeerrccyy  aanndd  

ssaavvee  tthhee  ssiinnnneerr  ffrroomm  eetteerrnnaall  ddoooomm..  TThhiiss  wwaayy  ssiinn  iiss  mmiinniimmiizzeedd,,  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  ssoommeewwhhaatt  

hhaarrmmlleessss  aanndd  mmaann  iiss  sseeeenn  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  iitt..  HHee  ccaann  ''ppaayy''  ffoorr  iitt..  

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  BBiibbllee,,  mmaann  ccaannnnoott  ssoollvvee  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  ooff  ssiinn  hhiimmsseellff,,  aanndd  aa  bbrrookkeenn  

ccoommmmaannddmmeenntt    rreessuullttss  iinn  GGoodd''ss  eetteerrnnaall  rreejjeeccttiioonn,,  bbeeccaauussee  HHiiss  hhoollyy  nnaattuurree  aanndd  mmaann''ss  

ssiinnffuullnneessss  jjuusstt  ddoonn''tt  mmaattcchh..  ((PPlleeaassee  ssttuuddyy  22..  PPeett..  11::44;;  11..  PPeett..  11::1155;;  11..  CCoorr..  11::22;;  22..  CCoorr..  66::1166;;  EEpphh..  11::44;;  

22..  PPeett..  33::1111;;  11..  TThheessss..  44::33++77;;  22..  TTiimm..  11::99;;  HHeebbrr..  1100::1100;;  CCooll..  11::2222))..  

TThhee  BBiibblliiccaall  tteeaacchhiinngg  iiss  cclleeaarr,,  aanndd  wwee  aallll  kknnooww  iitt::  MMaann  iinn  hhiiss  ffaalllleenn  nnaattuurree  ccaannnnoott  hheellpp  

bbuutt  ssiinn..  

WWhhiillee  GGoodd  lloovveess  eevveenn  tthhee  ssiinnnneerr,,  HHee  uutttteerrllyy  rreejjeeccttss  ssiinn..  SSiinnccee  ssiinn  pprroodduucceess  ssppiirriittuuaall  

ddeeaatthh  ((EEpphh..  22::11--33)),,  iitt  uutttteerrllyy  aanndd  eetteerrnnaallllyy  sseeppaarraatteess  tthhee  ssiinnnneerr  ffrroomm  GGoodd..  UUnnlleessss  GGoodd  ddooeess  

ssoommeetthhiinngg  ttoo  rreessccuuee  mmaann,,  hhee  hhaass  nnoo  hhooppee..  BBuutt  GGoodd,,  iinn  HHiiss  lloovvee  ffoorr  uuss,,  ddeeaalltt  wwiitthh  ssiinn..    

IInn  CChhrriisstt,,  HHee  ssuuffffeerreedd  tthhee  ppuunniisshhmmeenntt  ffoorr  oouurr  ssiinnss  oonn  tthhee  ccrroossss..  HHee  ddiieedd  iinn  oouurr  sstteeaadd..  HHee  

bbeeccaammee  ''tthhee  LLaammbb  ooff  GGoodd  wwhhiicchh  ccaarrrriieess  aawwaayy  tthhee  ssiinn  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd''  ((JJoohhnn  11::2299))..  ((IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  

yyoouu  ccaann  aallssoo  rreeaadd  EEpphh..  22::44--99;;  IIssaa..  5533  aanndd  11..  PPeett..  22::2244;;  33::1188))..  

                  WWEE  AARREE  NNOOTT  SSIINNNNEERRSS  BBEECCAAUUSSEE  WWEE  SSIINN,,    

                  BBUUTT  WWEE  SSIINN  BBEECCAAUUSSEE  WWEE  AARREE  SSIINNNNEERRSS.. 
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WE CONFIRM THAT THERE IS NO WAY TO FIND  

RECONCILIATION TO GOD WITHOUT JESUS THE MESSIAH,  

WHO PAID THE PRICE FOR OUR SIN.  

HE ALONE COULD SAY: 

“I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE.  

NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH ME.”  

(John 14:6) 

  

  

WWHHYY  SSHHOOUULLDD  MMUUSSLLIIMMSS  NNOOTT  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  TTHHIISS??  

WWHHAATT  RRIIGGHHTT  DDOO  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANNSS  HHAAVVEE    

TTOO  WWIITTHHHHOOLLDD  TTHHIISS  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  FFRROOMM  TTHHEEMM??

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

99..  AAPPPPEENNDDIIXX    

TTHHEE  KKAALLIIMMAA  ((aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘sshhaahhaaddaa’’))  

TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh:: 
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 La llaha illa Ilahu: Muhammadun Rasulu llah. 

 There is no deity but Allah: Muhammed is the Apostle of Allah. 

 

TTHHEE  SSAALLAATT  

TThhee  SSaallaatt  ((pprroonnoouunncceedd  SSaallaahh))  iiss  tthhee  ddaaiillyy  pprraayyeerr  ccyyccllee  ttoo  bbee  rreeppeeaatteedd  ffiivvee  ttiimmeess  eevveerryy  ddaayy..  TThhee  

ccoonntteenntt  ooff  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  iiss  pprreessccrriibbeedd  aanndd  hhaass  ttoo  bbee  rreecciitteedd  iinn  AArraabbiicc..  EEaacchh  SSaallaatt  ccoonnssiissttss  ooff  RRaakk''aattss11  

((pprroonnoouunncceedd  RRaakk''aahh))..  TThheessee  aarree  pprroossttrraattiioonn  pprreessccrriibbeedd  iinn  eevveerryy  ddeettaaiill..  WWiitthh  eeaacchh  tthhee  ffiixxeedd  pprraayyeerr  

hhaass  ttoo  bbee  rreecciitteedd..  TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  RRaakk''aattss  iiss  ffiixxeedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  ttiimmee::  

TTwwiiccee  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg,,  oonnccee  aatt  nnoooonn,,  ffoouurr  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  aafftteerrnnoooonn,,  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  iinn  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  aanndd  

ffoouurr  ttiimmeess  aatt  bbeeddttiimmee..  TThhiiss  mmaakkeess  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  sseevveenntteeeenn  ttiimmeess  aa  ddaayy,,  oovveerr  66  220000  ttiimmeess  aa  yyeeaarr,,  aanndd  

110000  000000  ttiimmeess  iinn  ssiixxtteeeenn  yyeeaarrss..  WWee  hhaavvee  nnoo  iiddeeaa  wwhhaatt  ppssyycchhoollooggiiccaall  eeffffeecctt  tthhiiss  hhaass  oonn  aa  ppeerrssoonn''ss  

lliiffee!!  

HHeerree  iiss  tthhee  pprraayyeerr  ffoorr  oonnee  RRaakk''aatt:: 

 Allah akbar! (Allah is great). 

 Holiness unto Thee, O Allah! And praise be to Thee! 

 Great is Thy name! Great is Thy greatness! 

 There is no deity but Thee! 

 I seek refuge of Allah from the cursed Satan. 

 In the name of Allah, the compassionate, the merciful. 

 "Praise be to Allah, Lord of all worlds! 

 The compassionate, the merciful King of the day of reckoning! 

 Thee only do we worship, and to Thee only do we cry for help. 

 Guide Thou us in the straight path. The path of those to 

 whom Thou hast been gracious. With whom Thou art not angry  

 and who go not astray. Amen".  Surah 1 

 

 Say: He is Allah alone. Allah the eternal! 

 He begetteth not, and is not begotten, and there is none  

 like unto him. Allah is great!  Surah 112 

 I extol the holiness of the Lord, the most High! (3x) 

 Allah is great! (2x) 

 I extol the holiness of the Lord, the most High! (3x) 

 Allah is great! 

 

 The adoration of the tongue are for Allah, and also the  

 adoration of the body, and alms giving! 

 Peace be on Thee, O Prophet, with the mercy of Allah and  

 His blessing! 

 

 Peace be upon us and upon Allah's righteous servants! 

 I testify that there is no deity but Allah, and I testify 

 that Mohammed is the servant of Allah, and the messenger of Allah! 

 O Allah have mercy on Muhammad and on his descendants, as 

 thou didst have mercy on Abraham and on his descendants. 

 Thou art to be praised, and Thou art great. O Allah, bless 

 Muhammad and his descendants as Thou didst bless Abraham  
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 and his descendants! 

 

 Thou are to be praised and Thou art great! 

 O Allah, our Lord, give us the blessings of this life, 

 and also the blessings of life everlasting. 

 Save us from the torments of fire! 

 

TTHHEE  KKAA’’BBAA  

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  lleeggeennddss  tthhiiss  ccuubbee--lliikkee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ((aapppprrooxx..  1144  xx  1188  mm,,  1122  mm  hhiigghh))  ccoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  ssttoonnee  

bblloocckkss  ooff  vvaarryyiinngg  ssiizzeess,,  wwaass  ffiirrsstt  bbuuiilltt  bbyy  AAddaamm..  IItt  wwaass  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  bbyy  tthhee  fflloooodd  aanndd  rreebbuuiilltt  bbyy  

AAbbrraahhaamm  aanndd  IIsshhmmaaeell..  TThhee  ffaammoouuss  BBllaacckk  SSttoonnee,,  ffiitttteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  EEaasstt  ccoorrnneerr,,  wwaass  aalllleeggeeddllyy  ggiivveenn  

ttoo  IIsshhmmaaeell  bbyy  tthhee  AAnnggeell  GGaabbrriieell..  IItt  wwaass  wwhhiittee  oorriiggiinnaallllyy,,  bbuutt  ttuurrnneedd  bbllaacckk  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  ssiinn  ooff  

tthhee  ppeeooppllee..  

HHiissttoorryy  kknnoowwss  tthhaatt  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  wwaass  ddeeffiinniitteellyy  pprree--IIssllaammiicc  aanndd  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  iiddooll  wwoorrsshhiipp..  TThhee  

KKaa''bbaa  iinn  MMeeccccaa  wwaass  bbyy  nnoott  tthhee  oonnllyy  oonnee  iinn  AArraabbiiaa,,  bbuutt  pprroobbaabbllyy  tthhee  mmoosstt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  oonnee..  IItt  wwaass  

ddeessttrrooyyeedd  aanndd  rreebbuuiilltt  sseevveerraall  ttiimmeess,,  oonnccee,,  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  660088  AADD,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ppllaayyeedd  aa  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  

rreebbuuiillddiinngg  ooff  iitt..  

WWiitthh  MMeeccccaa  ffaalllliinngg  iinnttoo  MMuusslliimm  hhaannddss,,  tthhee  iiddoollss  wweerree  ddeessttrrooyyeedd..  IItt  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoonnttaaiinneedd  336600  

iiddoollss,,  bbuutt  tthhiiss  iiss  hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy  uunncceerrttaaiinn..  MMoosstt  ooff  tthhee  iiddoollss  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee  wweerree  

ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  oovveerr  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppllaacceess  iinn  AArraabbiiaa..  TThhee  iiddoollss  wweerree  llaarrggeellyy  ffaammiillyy  oorr  ccllaann  rreellaatteedd  

ddeeiittiieess..  HHuubbaall  wwaass  kkeepptt  iinn  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  bbuutt  wwaass  ddeessttrrooyyeedd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  

AAnn  iinntteerreessttiinngg  ffaacctt  iiss,,  tthhaatt  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  tthhee  iinnssiiddee  ooff  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  wwaass  ddeeccoorraatteedd  wwiitthh  

ppiiccttuurreess  ppaaiinntteedd  oonn  tthhee  wwaallllss;;  ""PPiiccttuurreess  ooff  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  ......  aanndd  aannggeellss  aanndd  oonnee  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  tthhee  

ffrriieenndd  ooff  GGoodd  ......  aanndd  aa  ppiiccttuurree  ooff  JJeessuuss,,  ssoonn  ooff  MMaarryy  wwiitthh  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  ......""..  TThhee  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ccoonnttiinnuueess  

ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wweenntt  iinnttoo  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  aanndd  oorrddeerreedd  aallll  ppiiccttuurreess  ttoo  bbee  wwaasshheedd  ddoowwnn  wwiitthh  

ZZaammzzaamm  wwaatteerr..  HHee  sspprreeaadd  hhiiss  aarrmmss  pprrootteeccttiivveellyy  oovveerr  JJeessuuss  aanndd  MMaarryy,,  ssaayyiinngg::  ""eexxcceepptt  tthheessee""..  

TThhee  wwoorrsshhiipp  iinn  aanndd  aarroouunndd  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  iittss  rriittuuaallss  hhaass,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  nnoott  bbeeeenn  cchhaannggeedd,,  

tthhoouugghh  iitt  iiss  aassssuummeedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  mmeeaanniinngg  wwaass  rreessttoorreedd..  TThhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  wwiitthh  iittss  bbllaacckk  ssttoonnee,,  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  sseett  iinn  ssiillvveerr  aanndd  vveenneerraatteedd  bbyy  bbeeiinngg  kkiisssseedd  bbyy  tthhee  ppiillggrriimmss,,  iiss  tthhee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  aallll  

MMuusslliimmss  pprraayy  wwhheenn  pprroossttrraattiinngg..  

TThhee  KKaa''bbaa  hhaass  aa  ddoooorr,,  bbuutt  aabboouutt  22  mmeetteerrss  aabboovvee  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  nneeaarr  tthhee  bbllaacckk  ssttoonnee,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  aabboouutt  

11,,44  mmeetteerrss  aabboovvee  tthhee  ggrroouunndd..  

TThhee  KKaa''bbaa  iiss  ccoovveerreedd  aallll  oovveerr  wwiitthh  aa  bbllaacckk  ddrraappiinngg  ((‘‘KKiisswwaahh’’))  mmaaddee  ooff  ssiillkk  aanndd  ccoottttoonn,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  

eemmbbrrooiiddeerreedd  wwiitthh  ggoollddeenn  vveerrsseess  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..  IItt  iiss  cchhaannggeedd  aannnnuuaallllyy..  

TTHHEE  MMOOSSQQUUEE          

IInn  tthhee  TTeexxttbbooookk  ooff  IIssllaamm    bbyy  QQuurraaiisshhyy  wwee  rreeaadd:: 

 It is not ... necessary to have a particularly consecrated place for the holding 

of divine service. One may say his (sic.) prayer wherever he (sic.) likes and 

this will not detract from the efficacy (sic.) of the prayer. However, there is a 

need to have a masjid or a mosque in which Muslims can worship Allah 

comfortably. The mosque is the undying symbol of Islam. Where there is no 
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adhan (pronounce ‘azan’, i.e. the Call to Prayer from the minaret) or prayers 

in congregation, there can be no Islamic community. 
 TBI, p. 67 

  

IIssllaamm  sshhoowwss  iittss  pprreesseennccee  bbyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  MMoossqquueess..  PPaarrtt  ooff  iitt  iiss  tthhee  ‘‘MMaaddrraassssaa’’,,  tthhee  sscchhooooll..  FFrreeee  

eedduuccaattiioonn,,  hhoowweevveerr  ssiimmppllee,,  iiss  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ooffffeerreedd..  

TThhee  mmoossqquuee  iiss  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  aallll  MMuusslliimm  aaccttiivviittiieess..  TThhee  MMaassjjiidd  aall--NNaabbii  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa  sseerrvveess  aass                                                    

aann  eexxaammppllee::  

 Teachers and missionaries were dispatched from this mosque to those tribes 

who accepted Islam. A shady place at the north wall was the home of 

shelterless Companions of the Prophet. Here some of them received regular 

training in the early Islamic sciences of the Qur’an and Hadith. The Prophet’s 

mosque was also used for consultation on important political and military 

matters. ... Deputations coming from outside Madina were put up in the 

Prophet’s Mosque. For instance, when the Christians of Najran sent a 

deputation, the Prophet made arrangements for their stay in the mosque. The 

Prophet also used to distribute the gifts of war booty among his Companions 

at the same mosque. It also served as a court of justice, for legal disputes were 

also settled in it. The Prophet himself used to spend ten days of Ramadhan in 

I’tikaf (retirement) in his mosque. 
 TBI, p. 68 f. 

 

TTooddaayy  aa  mmoossqquuee  mmaayy  bbee  uusseedd  ffoorr  aaddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee,,  ppoolliittiiccaall,,  ssoocciiaall,,  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  aanndd  rreelliiggiioouuss  

ppuurrppoosseess..  EEssppeecciiaallllyy  iinn  vviillllaaggeess  tthhiiss  iiss  ssttiillll  tthhee  ccaassee..  TThhuuss  iitt  oofftteenn  bbeeccoommeess  aa  ppllaaccee  ffoorr  

ffuunnddaammeennttaalliisstt’’ss  aaccttiivviittiieess..    

Women may enter a mosque, provided they do not use perfume (men may use perfume and 

often do so on Fridays).   W.E. 

 

       

  

  

  

TTHHEE  IISSLLAAMMIICC  CCAALLEENNDDAARR  

        ((MMoonntthhss  iinn  tthhee  sseeqquueennccee  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  LLuunnaarr  CCaalleennddaarr))  

  11..  MMuuhhaarrrraamm  

  22..  SSaaffaarr  

  33..  RRaabb''iill''ll--AAwwwwaall  

  44..  RRaabb''iill''ll--AAkkhhiirr  

  55..  JJuummaaddaa''ll--UUllaa  

  66..  JJuummaaddaa''ll--UUkkhhrraa  
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  77..  RRaajjaabb  

  88..  SShh''bbaann  

  99..  RRaammaaddaaaann  

  1100..  SShhaawwwwaall  

  1111..  ZZuu''ll--QQuu''ddaahh  

  1122..  ZZuu''ll--HHiijjjjaahh  

  

  

                    TTHHEE  FFEEAASSTT  OOFF  IISSLLAAMM  

AA  ssoollaarr  yyeeaarr  iiss  mmaaddee  uupp  ooff  rroouugghhllyy  336655  ddaayyss  aanndd  aa  qquuaarrtteerr..  IIssllaamm  uusseess  aa  ccaalleennddaarr  wwiitthh  1122  lluunnaarr  

mmoonntthhss..  TThhiiss  rreessuullttss  iinn  aa  yyeeaarr  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  1111  ddaayyss  sshhoorrtteerr..  CCoonnsseeqquueennttllyy  tthhee  mmoonntthhss  aanndd  tthhee  

ffeeaassttss  iinn  tthheemm  mmoovvee  ffoorrwwaarrdd  bbyy  1100--1111  ddaayyss  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr..  TThhuuss  eeaacchh  MMuusslliimm  mmoonntthh  mmoovveess  aarroouunndd  

oouurr  ssoollaarr  yyeeaarr  iinn  aabboouutt  3333  yyeeaarrss..      

LLiikkee  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  IIssllaamm  hhaass  iittss  aappppooiinntteedd  ffeeaassttss..  TThheessee  aarree::  

AASSHHUURRAA  

IItt  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  ddaayy  ooff  MMuuhhaarrrraamm  oobbsseerrvveedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSuunnnnii  MMuusslliimmss  ((SShhii’’aahh  cceelleebbrraattee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  1100  

ddaayyss)),,  rreemmeemmbbeerriinngg  tthhee  ddaayy  oonn  wwhhiicchh  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd  GGoodd  ccrreeaatteedd  AAddaamm  aanndd  EEvvee,,  hheeaavveenn  aanndd  eeaarrtthh,,  

tthhee  ttaabblleett  ooff  ddeeccrreeee,,  tthhee  ppeennaallttyy,,  lliiffee  aanndd  ddeeaatthh..      

IItt  iiss  aa  vvoolluunnttaarryy  ddaayy  ooff  ffaassttiinngg,,  oobbsseerrvveedd  oonn  tthhee  tteenntthh  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  MMuuhhaarrrraamm..  IItt  iiss  rreellaatteedd  tthhaatt  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  oobbsseerrvveedd  iitt  aanndd  ssaaiidd  iitt  wwaass  aa  ddaayy  rreessppeecctteedd  bbyy  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss..  

TThhiiss  ffeeaasstt  ddaayy  iiss  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  cceelleebbrraatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  SShhii’’aahh  MMuusslliimmss,,  ffoorr  iitt  iiss  aallssoo  tthhee  ddaayy  oonn  wwhhiicchh  

KKhhaalliiff  HHuussssaaiinn  wwaass  ssllaaiinn  ((sseeee  ''HHiissttoorryy  ooff  IIssllaamm''))..  

MMAAUULLIIDD  

IItt  iiss  tthhee  bbiirrtthhddaayy  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  kknnoowwnn  aass  MMaauulliidduu  ''nn--NNaabbii  aanndd  iiss  cceelleebbrraatteedd  oonn  tthhee  

1122tthh  ooff  RRaabb''iiuu''ll--AAwwwwaall..  IInn  cceerrttaaiinn  aarreeaass,,  ssuucchh  aass  LLaammuu  iissllaanndd  oonn  tthhee  KKeennyyaann  ccooaasstt,,  tthhiiss  ffeeaasstt  

bbeeccoommeess  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  eevveenntt  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  wwiitthh  wweeeekklloonngg  QQuurr''aann  rreecciittaattiioonn  ccoommppeettiittiioonnss,,  ddrraawwiinngg  

ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  aanndd  ssppeeccttaattoorrss  ffrroomm  nneeaarr  aanndd  ffaarr..  

LLAAIILLAATTUU''NN--NNIISSFF  MMIINN  SSHHAA''BBAANN  

‘‘TThhee  nniigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  SShhaa''bbaann’’  ((aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘LLaaiillaatt  aall--bbaarraa''aa’’))  

OOnn  tthhiiss  nniigghhtt,,  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ssaaiidd,,  GGoodd  rreeggiisstteerreedd  aannnnuuaallllyy  aallll  tthhee  aaccttiioonnss  ooff  mmaannkkiinndd  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  

ttoo  ppeerrffoorrmm  dduurriinngg  tthhee  yyeeaarr;;  aanndd  tthhaatt  aallll  tthhee  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  mmeenn  wwhhoo  aarree  ttoo  bbee  bboorrnn  aanndd  ttoo  ddiiee  iinn  tthhee  

yyeeaarr  aarree  rreeccoorrddeedd..  TThhee  nniigghhtt  iiss  oofftteenn  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  tthhee  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  tthhee  ddeeaadd..  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  iitt  iiss  ssaaiidd,,  eennjjooiinneedd  hhiiss  ffoolllloowweerrss  ttoo  kkeeeepp  aawwaakkee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  nniigghhtt,,  ttoo  rreeppeeaatt  oonnee  

hhuunnddrreedd  RRaakk''aahh    pprraayyeerrss,,  aanndd  ttoo  ffaasstt  tthhee  nneexxtt  ddaayy,,  bbuutt  tthheerree  iiss  ggeenneerraallllyy  ggrreeaatt  rreejjooiicciinngg  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  

aa  ffaasstt..  
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RRAAMMAADDAAAANN  

RRaammaaddaaaann  mmaayy  bbee  sseeeenn  aass  aa  ffeessttiivvee  mmoonntthh  ooff  ccoommppuullssoorryy  ffaassttiinngg  ((SSaawwmm))..  DDuurriinngg  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  

""nnootthhiinngg  mmuusstt  eenntteerr  tthhee  bbooddyy"",,  ii..ee..  ffoooodd,,  ddrriinnkk  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  ssaalliivvaa)),,  ssmmookkee  ((ooff  ttoobbaaccccoo)),,  eevveenn  aann  

iinnjjeeccttiioonn..  SSeexxuuaall  aaccttiivviittyy  iiss  eeqquuaallllyy  ffoorrbbiiddddeenn..  AAllll  tthhiiss  iiss,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  oonnllyy  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  hhoouurrss  ooff  

ssuunnrriissee  aanndd  ssuunnsseett..  TThhee  RRaammaaddaaaann  ffaasstt  hhaass  ddeeffiinniitteellyy  aa  pprree--IIssllaammiicc  hhiissttoorryy..  

IItt  iiss  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhaatt  ffaassttiinngg  dduurriinngg  RRaammaaddaaaann  iiss  tthhiirrttyy  ttiimmeess  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  aatt  aannyy  ootthheerr  ttiimmee..  

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ttrraaddiittiioonn,,  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  tthhee  ggaatteess  ooff  hheeaavveenn  aarree  ooppeenn  aanndd  tthhee  ggaatteess  ooff  hheellll  

cclloosseedd,,  aanndd  tthhee  ddeevviillss  aarree  iinn  cchhaaiinnss..  

TThhoossee  wwhhoo  oobbsseerrvvee  tthhee  ffaasstt  wwiitthh  ppuurree  mmoottiivveess  aarree  bbeelliieevveedd  ttoo  oobbttaaiinn  rreemmiissssiioonn  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssiinnss..  

LLAAIILLAATTUU''LL--QQAADDRR''LL--QQAADDRR  --  ""TThhee  nniigghhtt  ooff  ppoowweerr""  

IItt  iiss  aa  mmyysstteerriioouuss  nniigghhtt,,  iinn  tthhee  mmoonntthh  ooff  RRaammaaddaaaann,,  tthhee  pprreecciissee  ddaattee  ooff  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ssaaiidd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

kknnoowwnn  oonnllyy  ttoo  tthhee  PPrroopphheett  aanndd  aa  ffeeww  ooff  tthhee  ccoommppaanniioonnss..  IItt  iiss  uussuuaallllyy  cceelleebbrraatteedd  oonn  tthhee  2277tthh  nniigghhtt  

ooff  RRaammaaddaaaann  aanndd  mmaannyy  MMuusslliimmss  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  tthheeiirr  ssiinnss  aarree  ffoorrggiivveenn  dduurriinngg  tthhiiss  nniigghhtt..  TThhee  

ffoolllloowwiinngg  iiss  tthhee  aalllluussiioonn  ttoo  iitt  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann:: 

 We have indeed revealed this (message) in the Night of Power. 

 And what will explain to thee what the Night of Power is? 

 The Night of Power is better than a thousand months. 

 Therein come down the angels and the spirit by Allah's permission, on every 

errand. Peace! ... This until the rise of Morn!   Surah 97:1-5 

 

EIDDUU''LL--FFIITTRR  

IItt  iiss  tthhee  ffeessttiivvaall  ooff  tthhee  bbrreeaakkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffaasstt..  AAccttuuaallllyy  iitt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ttrraannssllaatteedd  aass  ""tthhee  mmiinnoorr  ffeeaasstt""..  

IItt  ccoommmmeenncceess  aass  ssoooonn  aass  tthhee  mmoonntthh''ss  ffaasstt  iinn  RRaammaaddaaaann  iiss  oovveerr,,  ii..ee..  oonn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddaayy  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh  

ooff  SShhaawwwwaall..  IItt  iiss  ccuussttoommaarryy  ttoo  vviissiitt  tthhee  ggrraavveess  ooff  tthhee  ddeeppaarrtteedd  oonn  tthhiiss  ddaayy.. 

 Ibn Abbas reported that he said in the last Ramazan: Take out alms of your 

fast. The Messenger of Allah made this charity compulsory. One sa'a from 

dried dates, or barley, or half sa'a from wheat upon every free man or slave, 

male or female, young or old. 
 Mishkat II, p. 58 

 ((GGeenneerraall  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iiss  ttaakkeenn  ffrroomm  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy  ooff  IIssllaamm    bbyy  TT..PP..  HHuugghheess..))  

IIDDUU''LL--AADDHHAA  ((oorr  IIdduu’’ll  AAzzhhaa))  

TThhiiss  iiss  aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ffeessttiivvaall’’  ((iinn  ccoonnttrraasstt  ttoo  IIdduu''ll  FFiittrr  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  ‘‘mmiinnoorr  ffeessttiivvaall’’))..  

IItt  iiss  cceelleebbrraatteedd  oonn  tthhee  1100tthh  ddaayy  ooff  ZZuu''ll--HHiijjjjaahh,,  aanndd  iiss  oobbsseerrvveedd  iinn  aallll  ppaarrttss  ooff  IIssllaamm  bbootthh  aass  aa  ddaayy  

ooff  ssaaccrriiffiiccee  ((tthhee  ‘‘qqoorrbbaann’’  ))..  IItt  iiss  ffoouunnddeedd  oonn  aann  iinnjjuunnccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ((SSuurraahh  2222::3322--3388)).. 

 To every people did We appoint rites (of sacrifice), that they might celebrate 

the name of Allah over the sustenance He gave them from animals (fit for 

food). But your God is One God, submit then your wills to Him (in Islam) and 

give thou the good news to those who humble themselves. 

 The sacrificial camels we have made for you as amount the symbols from 

Allah; in them is (much) good for you; then pronounce the name of Allah over 

them as they line up (for sacrifice). When they are down on their sides (after 

slaughter). Eat ye thereof, and feed such as (beg not but) live in contentment 
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and such as beg with due humility; thus have We made animals subject to you, 

that ye may be grateful. 

 It is not their meat nor their blood, that reaches Allah; it is your piety that 

reaches Him: He has thus made them subject to you, that ye may glorify Allah 

for His guidance to you. And proclaim the Good News to all who do right. 
 Surah 22:34, 36+37 

TThhee  ttwwoo  ffeessttiivvaallss  LLaaiillaattuu  ''nn--nnssiiff  mmiinn  SShhaa''bbaann  aanndd  IIdduu''ll--AAddhhaa  aarree  cclloossee  ttoo  eeaacchh  ootthheerr,,  aanndd  vveerryy  

lliikkeellyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  oorriiggiinn  iinn  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ttrraaddiittiioonn..  TThhee  ffoorrmmeerr,,  aallssoo  ccaalllleedd  LLaaiillaatt  aall--bbaarraa''aa,,  iiss  

bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  NNeeww  YYeeaarr,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff  AAttoonneemmeenntt,,  ‘‘YYoomm  KKiippppuurr’’,,  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  cclloosseellyy  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ooffffeerriinngg  ooff  ssaaccrriiffiicceess..  

AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ttrraaddiittiioonn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  wwaass  ccrreeaatteedd  oonn  tthhaatt  ddaayy..  TThhee  nnaammee  ‘‘LLaaiillaatt  aall--bbaarraa''aa’’  

aaccttuuaallllyy  mmeeaannss  ‘‘tthhee  nniigghhtt  ooff  ccrreeaattiioonn’’..  TThhee  wwoorrdd  ((bbaarraa''aa))  iiss  pprroobbaabbllyy  ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  HHeebbrreeww  

wwoorrdd  ‘‘bbeerrii''aa’’  wwhhiicchh  mmeeaannss  ccrreeaattiioonn..  ((EExxttrraaccttss  ffrroomm  HHaannddwwooeerrtteerrbbuucchh  ddeess  IIssllaamm  bbyy  WWeennssiinncckk  

aanndd  KKrraammeerr  uunnddeerr  ''RRaammaaddaaaann''))..  

                                    RReeccoommmmeennddeedd  LLiitteerraattuurree::  

                                                                MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  FFeessttiivvaallss,,  GG..EE..  vvoonn  GGrruunneebbaauumm,,  CCuurrzzoonn  PPrreessss,,  LLoonnddoonn,,                                                                  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

     THE NAMES OF THE 114 SURAHS (CHAPTERS) OF THE QUR’AN  

 

Number 
Arabic 

language 

Anglicized 

name 
Arabic name English Translation 

 الفاَتحَِة 1
al-Fatihah al-faatiHah The Opening 

 البقَرََة 2
al-Baqarah al-baqarah The Cow 

 آل عِمرَان 3
Al-Imran aali-`imraan The Family Of Imran 

 النِِّسَاء 4
an-Nisa' an-nisaa' Women 

 المَائدة 5
al-Ma'idah al-maa'idah The Food 

 الأنعاَم 6
al-An`am al-an`aam The Cattle 

 الأعرَاف 7
al-A`raf al-a`raaf The Elevated Places 
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 الأنفاَل 8
al-Anfal al-anfaal The Spoils Of War 

 التوبَة 9
at-Taubah at-tawbah Repentance 

 يوُنس 10
Yunus yoonus Jonah 

 هُود 11
Hud hood Hud 

 يوُسُف 12
Yusuf yoosuf Joseph 

عْد 13  الرَّ
ar-Ra`d ar-Ra`d The Thunder 

 إبراهِيم 14
Ibrahim ibraheem Abraham 

 الحِجْر 15
al-Hijr al-Hijr The Rock 

 النَّحْل 16
an-Nahl an-naHl The Bee 

 الإسْرَاء 17
Al-Isra al-Isra' The Night Journey 

 الكهْف 18
al-Kahf al-kahf The Cave 

 مَريَم 19
Maryam maryam Mary 

 طه 20
Ta Ha Taa haa Ta Ha 

 الأنبياَء 21
al-Anbiya' al-anbiyaa' The Prophets 

 الحَج 22
al-Hajj al-Hajj The Pilgrimage 

 المُؤمنون 23
al-Mu'minun al-mu'minoon The Believers 

 النُّور 24
an-Nur an-noor The Light 

 الفرُْقان 25
al-Furqan al-furqaan The Criterion 

 الشُّعرََاء 26
ash-Shu`ara' ash-shu`araa' The Poets 

 النَّمْل 27
an-Naml an-naml The Ant 

 القصََص 28
al-Qasas al-qasas The Narrative 

 العنَكبوت 29
al-`Ankabut al-`ankaboot The Spider 

وم 30  الرُّ
ar-Rum ar-room The Romans 

 لقمَان 31
Luqman luqmaan Lukman 

 السَّجدَة 32
as-Sajdah as-sajdah The Adoration 

 الأحزَاب 33
al-Ahzab al-aHzab The Allies 

 سَبأَ 34
Saba' as-Saba' Sheba 

 فاَطِر 35
Fatir faaTir The Creator 

 يس 36
Ya Sin yaa seen Ya Sin 

افات 37  الصَّ
as-Saffat aS-Saaffaat The Rangers 

 Sad Saad Sad ص 38

مَر 39  الزُّ
az-Zumar az-zumar The Companies 
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 غَافِر 40
Ghafir Ghafir The Forgiving One 

لَتْ  41  فصُِِّ
Fussilat Fussilat 

Revelations Well 

Expounded 

 الشُّورَى 42
ash-Shura ash-shooraa The Counsel 

خْرُف 43  الزُّ
az-Zukhruf azl-zukhruf The Embellishment 

 الدُّخان 44
ad-Dukhan ad-dukhaan The Evident Smoke 

 الجاثيِة 45
al-Jathiyah al-jaathiyah The Kneeling 

 الأحقاف 46
al-Ahqaf al-aHqaaf The Sandhills 

د 47  مُحَمِّ
Muhammad muHammad Muhammad 

 الفتَْح 48
al-Fath al-fatH The Victory 

 الحُجُرات 49
al-Hujurat al-Hujuraat The Chambers 

 Qaf qaaf Qaf ق 50

 الذَّارياَت 51
ad-Dhariyat ad-dhaariyaat The Scatterers 

 الطُّور 52
at-Tur aT-Toor The Mountain 

 النَّجْم 53
an-Najm an-najm The Star 

 القَمَر 54
al-Qamar al-qamar The Moon 

حمن 55  الرَّ
ar-Rahman ar-raHmaan The Merciful 

 الواقِعَة 56
al-Waqi`ah al-waaqi`ah That Which is Coming 

 الحَديد 57
al-Hadid al-Hadeed The Iron 

 المُجادَلة 58
al-Mujadilah al-mujaadilah She Who Pleaded 

 الحَشْر 59
al-Hashr al-Hashr The Exile 

 المُمتحََنة 60
al-Mumtahanah 

al-

mumtaHanah 
She Who is Tested 

 الصَّف 61
as-Saff as-saff The Ranks 

مُعة 62  الجُّ
al-Jumu`ah al-jumu`ah The Day of Congregation 

 المُنافقِوُن 63
al-Munafiqun al-munafiqoon The Hypocrites 

 التَّغابنُ 64
at-Taghabun at-taghaabun The Cheating 

 الطَّلاق 65
at-Talaq, aT-Talaaq The Divorce 

 التَّحْريم 66
at-Tahrim at-taHreem The Prohibition 

 المُلْك 67
al-Mulk al-mulk The Kingdom 

م 68 ََ  القلَـَ
al-Qalam al-qalam The Pen 

 الحَاقِّـةَ 69
al-Haqqah al-Haaqqah The Inevitable 
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 المَعارِج 70
al-Ma`arij al-ma`aarij The Ladders 

 نوُح 71
Nuh nooH Noah 

 الجِنِّ  72
al-Jinn al-jinn The Jinn 

ـلِ 73 مِّ  المُزَّ
al-Muzammil al-muzammil The Mantled One 

ثــِِّر 74  المُدَّ
al-Mudathir al-muddaththir The Clothed One 

 القِيامَة 75
al-Qiyamah al-qiyaamah The Resurrection 

 الإنسان 76
al-Insane al-insane The Man 

 المُرسَلات 77
al-Mursalat al-mursalaat The Emissaries 

 النـَّبأ 78
an-Naba' an-naba' The Tidings 

 النـِّازِعات 79
an-Nazi`at an-naazi`aat Those Who Pull Out 

 عَبَس 80
`Abasa `abasa He Frowned 

 التـَّكْوير 81
at-Takwir at-takweer The Cessation 

 الإنفِطار 82
al-Infitar al-infiTaar The Cleaving Asunder 

 المُطـفَِِّفين 83
Al-Mutaffifeen Al-Mutaffifeen The Defrauders 

 الإنشِقاق 84
al-Inshiqaq al-inshiqaaq The Rending 

 البرُوج 85
al-Buruj al-burooj the Constellations 

 الطِّارق 86
at-Tariq aT-Taariq The Night-Comer 

 الأعلی 87
al-A`la al-A`laa The Most High 

 الغاشِيَة 88
al-Ghashiya al-ghaashiyah 

The Overwhelming 

Calamity 

 الفجَْر 89
al-Fajr al-fajr The Dawn 

 البَـلـدَ 90
al-Balad al-balad The City 

 الشــَّمْس 91
ash-Shams ash-shams The Sun 

 اللـَّيل 92
al-Layl al-lail The Night 

 الضُّحی 93
ad-Duha aD-DuHaa The Early Hours 

 الشَّرْح 94
ash-Sharh ash-Sharh The Expansion 

 التـِِّين 95
at-Tin aT-Teen The Fig 

 العلَـقَ 96
al-`Alaq al-`alaq The Clot 

 القـدَر 97
al-qadr al-qadr The Majesty 

 البيَِِّنَة 98
al-Bayyinah al-bayyinah The Proof 

 الزلزَلة 99
Az-Zalzala Az-Zalzala The Shaking 

 العاَدِيات 100
al-`Adiyat al-`aadiyaat The Assaulters 
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 القارِعَة 101
al-Qari`ah al-qaari`ah The Terrible Calamity 

 التكَاثـرُ 102
at-Takathur at-takaathur Worldly Gain 

 العصَْر 103
al-`Asr al-`asr Time 

 الهُمَزَة 104
al-Humazah al-humazah The Slanderer 

 الفِيل 105
al-Fil al-feel The Elephant 

 قـرَُيْش 106
al-Quraish al-quraish The Quraish 

 المَاعُون 107
al-Ma`un al-maa`oon The Daily Necessaries 

 الكَوْثرَ 108
al-Kauthar al-kauthar Abundance 

 الكَافرُِون 109
al-Kafirun al-kaafiroon The Unbelievers 

 النـَّصر 110
an-Nasr an-naSr The Help 

 المَسَد 111
Al-Masad Al-Masad The Palm Fibre 

 الإخْلَاص 112
al-Ikhlas al-ikhlaaS The Unity 

 الفلََق 113
al-Falaq al-falaq The Daybreak 

 النَّاس 114
an-Nas an-naas The Men 
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AA  BBRRIIEEFF  DDIICCTTIIOONNAARRYY  OOFF  IISSLLAAMMIICC  TTEERRMMSS        

AAbbuu  FFaatthheerr  

AAhhlluu''ll--KKiittaabb  ((ppll..))  TThhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk  --  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

AAhhll--ii--KKiittaabb  ((ssiinngg..))  

(((())((ssiinngg..))  
TThhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk  --  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

AAhhmmaaddiiyyyyaa  IIssllaammiicc  sseecctt  

AAllllaahh''uu--aakkbbaarr  AAllllaahh  iiss  ggrreeaatt((eerr))  

aall--MMaassiihh  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh  

AAlliimm  aa  lleeaarrnneedd  ppeerrssoonn  ((ppll..  UUllaammaa))  

AAnnssaarr  ffrriieennddss;;  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aassssiisstteedd  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  iinn  MMeeddiinnaa  

aarr--RRaahhmmaann  tthhee  mmeerrcciiffuull;;  ttiittllee  ooff  AAllllaahh  

aarr--RRaahhiimm  tthhee  ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee;;  ttiittllee  ooff  AAllllaahh  

AAssssaallaaaamm--AAllyykkuumm  ggrreeeettiinngg  ((ppeeaaccee  ttoo  yyoouu))  

AAyyaa  ''ssiiggnn''  uusseedd  ffoorr  vveerrssee  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

AAzzaann  ccaallll  ttoo  pprraayyeerr  

BBaaiitt''aallllaahh  aaccttuuaallllyy  hhoouussee  ooff  GGoodd,,  bbuutt  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  

BBaannuu  ttrriibbee  
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BBiillaall  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ''mmuueezzzziimm'';;  ccaalllleerr  ttoo  pprraayyeerr  

BBiinntt  ddaauugghhtteerr  

BBiissmmiillllaahh  tthhee  ffoorrmmuullaa  wwiitthh  wwhhiicchh  eeaacchh  SSuurraahh  ((eexxcceepptt  oonnee))  bbeeggiinnss::  ""IInn  tthhee    

      nnaammee  ooff  AAllllaahh,,  tthhee  ccoommppaassssiioonnaattee,,  tthhee  mmeerrcciiffuull""  

DDaa''wwaahh  tthhee  mmiissssiioonnaarryy  mmoovvmmeenntt  ooff  IIssllaamm  aann  ''iinnvvooccaattiioonn'',,  aann  aaccttuuaall  pprraaccttiiccee    

      ooff  tthhee  ooccccuulltt  

DDeeeenn  ((DDiinn))  tthhee  pprraaccttiicceess,,  dduuttiieess  iinn  IIssllaamm  

EEiidd  ffeeaasstt  ddaayy  

FFiiqqhh  IIssllaammiicc  ddooggmmaattiicc  tthheeoollooggyy;;  llaaww  

FFuurrkkaann  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheess  bbeettwweeeenn  ggoooodd  aanndd  eevviill;;  llaawwffuull  aanndd  uunnllaawwffuull;;  

        uusseedd  aallssoo  aass  aa  ttiittllee  ffoorr  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  oorr  aa  SSuurraahh  

HHaaddiitthh  ((HHaaddiiss))  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ttrraaddiittiioonnss  aabboouutt  tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  MMoohhaammmmeedd  ((ppll..  aaHHaaddiitthh))  

HHaaffiizz  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  ccaann  mmeemmoorriizzee  tthhee  wwhhoollee  QQuurr''aann  

HHaajjjj  ppiillggrriimmaaggee  ttoo  MMeeccccaa;;  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ppiillllaarrss  ooff  ffaaiitthh  

HHaajjjjii  ((HHaaddjjii))  MMuusslliimm  wwhhoo  hhaass  bbeeeenn  iinn  MMeeccccaa  

HHaanniiff  ''oonnee  wwhhoo  iiss  iinncclliinneedd'',,  aa  ttiittllee  ggiivveenn  ttoo  mmoonnootthheeiisstt  GGoodd  sseeeekkeerrss  

HHaallaaaall  llaawwffuull  ((ffoooodd  ttoo  eeaatt))  

HHaammdduullii''llllaahh  pprraaiissee  ttoo  AAllllaahh  

HHaaqqqq  ttrruutthh  

HHaarraamm  uunncclleeaann  ((ffoooodd))  

HHaazzrraatt  ttiittllee  ooff  rreessppeecctt  

HHiirraa  mmoouunnttaaiinn  nneeaarr  MMeeccccaa,,  iinn  aa  ccaavvee  iinn  wwhhiicchh  MMoohhaammmmeedd  hhaadd  hhiiss  ((ffiirrsstt))    

rreevveellaattiioonn  

HHiijjrraahh  ((HHeejjiirraa))  tthhee  ‘‘fflliigghhtt’’  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ffrroomm  MMeeccccaa  ttoo  MMeeddiinnaa;;  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  tthhee    

MMuusslliimm  ccaalleennddaarr  

HHiijjaazz  tthhee  wwiiddeerr  tteerrrriittoorryy  aarroouunndd  MMeeccccaa  aanndd  MMeeddiinnaa;;  ssaaccrreedd  aarreeaa  

HHoouurriiss  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  mmaaiiddeennss  wwiitthh  aallmmoonndd--sshhaappeedd  eeyyeess  aanndd  ffaaiirr  sskkiinnnneedd,,  wwhhoo    

ddeelliigghhtt  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  ((mmeenn))  iinn  ppaarraaddiissee  

HHuubbaall  aann  iiddooll  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  iinn  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  bbeeffoorree  IIssllaamm  

IIbblliiss  tthhee  ddeevviill  ((aallssoo  ''SShhaaiittaann''))  

IIbbnn  ((bbeenn))  ssoonn  

IImmaamm  pprraayyeerr  lleeaaddeerr  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  

IImmaann  ffaaiitthh  

IInnjjiill  tthhee  GGoossppeell  

IInnsshhaa''llllaahh  iiff  AAllllaahh  wwiillllss  

IIssaa  ((aallssoo  IIssssaa))  JJeessuuss  

IIssllaamm  ''ssuubbmmiissssiioonn''  ttoo  GGoodd;;  ccoorrrreecctt  nnaammee  ffoorr  MMuusslliimm  rreelliiggiioonn  

IIssnnaadd  cchhaaiinn  ooff  HHaaddiitthh  ttrraannssmmiittttoorrss  

IIssrraaffiill  aanndd  IIssrraaiill  aannggeellss  ooff  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn  aanndd  ddeeaatthh  

JJaannnnaahh  ppaarraaddiissee  ((aaccttuuaallllyy  ''ggaarrddeenn''))  

JJaahhaannnnaamm  hheellll  

JJiihhaaaadd  HHoollyy  WWaarr  ttoo  pprroommoottee  IIssllaamm  

JJiinnnnss  ssppiirriittss  

KKaaaa''bbaa  ccuubbee--lliikkee  bbuuiillddiinngg  aatt  MMeeccccaa  

KKaaffiirr  uunnbbeelliieevveerr  

KKaaffiirraa  hheeaadd  ccoovveerriinngg  ooff  mmeenn  

KKaalliimmaa  IIssllaammiicc  ccrreeeedd::  ''TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  GGoodd  bbuutt  AAllllaahh  aanndd  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iiss  hhiiss  pprroopphheett''  

KKaalliimmaattuu''llllaahh  ''TThhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd'';;  JJeessuuss,,  tthhee  MMeessssiiaahh  

KKhhaalliiff  ((CCaalliipphh))  ‘‘LLeeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull’’,,  ssuucccceessssoorrss  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  
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KKiittaabb  bbooookk;;  uusseedd  ffoorr  ''hhoollyy  bbooookkss'',,  aallssoo  tthhee  BBiibbllee  

KKiittaabbii  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ""PPeeooppllee  ooff  tthhee  BBooookk""  --  JJeewwss  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaannss  

KKhhuuttbbaa  sseerrmmoonn  oonn  FFrriiddaayyss  

KKhhaattiibb  pprreeaacchheerr  

KKuuffrr  uunnbbeelliieeff  

MMaaddrraassssaahh  IIssllaammiicc  sscchhooooll  

MMaahhddii  ''tthhee  gguuiiddeedd  oonnee'',,  ttoo  aappppeeaarr  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  eenndd  

MMaalliikk  tthhee  aannggeell  pprreessiiddiinngg  oovveerr  hheellll  

MMaannssuukkhh  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aabbrrooggaatteedd  

MMaarrwwaa  aanndd  SSaaffaa  ttwwoo  lliittttllee  hhiillllss  iinn  MMeeccccaa  

MMaassjjiidd  mmoossqquuee  

MMaauullaannaa  tteeaacchheerr  ooff  IIssllaamm  

MMeeccccaa  tthhee  ''hhoollyy  cciittyy''  ooff  IIssllaamm;;  hhoommee  ttoowwnn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

MMeeddiinnaa  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  cciittyy  ooff  eexxiillee  aafftteerr  tthhee  hheeddjjrraahh;;  ffoorrmmeerrllyy  ccaalllleedd  YYaatthhrriibb  

MMiihhrraabb  nniicchhee  iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee  mmaarrkkiinngg  pprraayyeerr  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ((QQiibbllaa))  

MMiimmbbaarr  ppuullppiitt  iinn  mmoossqquuee  

MMiinnaarreett  ttoowweerr  ooff  aa  mmoossqquuee  ttoo  ccaallll  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  pprraayyeerr  

MMiirraajj  aa  nniigghhttllyy  jjoouurrnneeyy  ''iinn  tthhee  ssppiirriitt''  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttoo  tthhee  ''sseevveenntthh  hheeaavveenn''  

MMiirrzzaa  ttiittllee  ooff  rreessppeecctt  

MMiisshhkkaatt  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ''mmoosstt  aauutthheennttiicc''  SSuunnnnii  ttrraaddiittiioonnss;;  tthhee  ffuullll  nnaammee  iiss    

      ''MMiisshhkkaattuu''ll  MMaassaabbii''  

MMiizzaann  ggrreeaatt  bbaallaanncceess  ((ssccaalleess))  ttoo  ''wweeiigghh''  aa  mmaann''ss  ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss  aaggaaiinnsstt    

      tthhee  bbaadd  aatt  jjuuddggmmeenntt  

MMuueezzzziinn  aa  ccaalllleerr  ttoo  pprraayyeerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  mmiinnaarreett      

MMuujjaahhiidd  wwaarrrriioorr  iinn  tthhee  ccaauussee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

MMuullllaahh  tteeaacchheerr  ooff  IIssllaamm  

MMaannkkaarr  aanndd  NNaakkiirr  aannggeellss  wwhhoo  eexxaammiinnee  tthhee  ddeeaadd  iinn  tthhee  ggrraavvee  

MMuurrttaadddd  aappoossttaattee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

MMuusshhaaff  oorriiggiinnaall  ddooccuummeenntt  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ((ppll..  MMaassaahhiiff  ))  

MMuusshhrriikk  oonnee  wwhhoo  aaddddss  aa  ccoommppaanniioonn  ttoo  AAllllaahh  ((aallssoo  CChhrriissttiiaannss))  

MMuusslliimm  ((MMoosslleemm))  oonnee  wwhhoo  ssuubbmmiittss  ((ttoo  IIssllaamm))  

NNaammaazz  aann  IInnddiiaann  tteerrmm  ffoorr  SSaallaatt  

NNaabbii  aa  pprroopphheett;;  oonnee  wwhhoo  rreecceeiivveedd  ddiirreecctt  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  bbyy  mmeeaannss  ooff  aannggeellss,,    

  

NNaassiikkhh  
      ddrreeaammss  oorr  ''iinn  tthhee  hheeaarrtt''  

ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  oorr  HHaaddiitthh  wwhhiicchh  aabbrrooggaatteess  aa  pprreevviioouuss  oonnee  NNaazziill  ''sseenntt  ddoowwnn'';;  IIssllaammiicc  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  iinnssppiirraattiioonn  

PPuurrddaa  ccllooaakk  wwhhiicchh  ccoovveerrss  ppiioouuss  wwoommeenn  

QQaaddaarr  pprreeddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  

QQaaddii  ((QQaazzii))  jjuuddggee  

QQiibbllaa  ddiirreeccttiioonn  ooff  pprraayyeerr    

QQiissmmaatt  ((KKiissmmeett))  aacccceeppttaannccee  ooff  AAllllaahh''ss  ssoovveerreeiiggnn  ((aarrbbiittrraarryy))  aaccttiioonn  

QQuurr''aann  ''tthhee  rreeaaddiinngg''  oorr  ''rreecciittiinngg''  ,,  tthhee  hhoollyy  bbooookk  ooff  IIssllaamm  

QQuurrbbaann  ssaaccrriiffiiccee  

RRaabbbb  LLoorrdd  

RRaakk''aatt  pprreessccrriibbeedd  pprroossttrraattiioonn  iinn  pprraayyeerr  

RRaammaaddaaaann  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  mmoonntthh  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  aannnnuuaall  ffaasstt  ttaakkeess  ppllaaccee  

RRaassuull  ((RRaassooooll))  mmeesssseennggeerr;;  aappoossttllee;;  oonnee  wwhhoo  bbrriinnggss  aa  bbooookk  ttoo  mmeenn  

RRuuhh  ssppiirriitt    

RRuuhhuull''ll--QQuudddduuss  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  

SSaawwmm  ffaassttiinngg  
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SSaabbaaeennss  aanncciieenntt  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  SSoouutthh  WWeesstt  AArraabbiiaa;;  wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss  ooff  ssuunn  aanndd  ssttaarrss  

SSaahhiihh  ttrraaddiittiioonn  ccoolllleeccttoorrss  ffrroomm  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ccoommppaanniioonnss  

SSaallaaaamm  ppeeaaccee  

SSaallaatt  CCoommppuullssaarryy  pprraayyeerr  ttoo  bbee  ccoonndduucctteedd  ffiivvee  ttiimmee  ddaaiillyy  

SShhaaiikkhh  tteeaacchheerr  ooff  IIssllaamm  ((aaccttuuaallllyy  ''oolldd  mmaann''))  

SShhaahhááddaa  oobblliiggaattoorryy  ccoonnffeessssiioonn  ooff  ffaaiitthh  

SShhaarriiaahh  ((SShhaarriiaatt))  llaaww  ooff  IIssllaamm  

SShhii''ááhh  ''ddiivviissiioonn'';;  IIssllaammiicc  sseecctt  iinnssiissttiinngg  tthhaatt  aa  KKhhaalliiff  mmuusstt  bbee  aa  pphhyyssiiccaall    

      ddeesscceennddaanntt  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

SShhiirrkk  tthhee  ssiinn  ooff  aaddddiinngg  aa  ppaarrttnneerr  ttoo  AAllllaahh  

‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’    ''TThhee  lliiffee  ooff  tthhee  PPrroopphheett'';;  aa  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  bbyy  IIbbnn  IIsshhaaqq,,    

      rreevviisseedd  aanndd  eeddiitteedd  bbyy  IIbbnn  HHiisshhaamm  

SSuuffii    aa  MMuusslliimm  sseecctt  sseeeekkiinngg  mmyyssttiiccaall  eexxppeerriieenncceess  

SSuunnnnaahh  ((SSuunnnnaahh))  ''ppaatthh'';;  iimmiittaattiioonn  ooff    tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aass  rreeccoorrddeedd  iinn  tthhee    

      ttrraaddiittiioonnss  ooff  IIssllaamm  

SSuunnnnii  ''oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ppaatthh'';;  mmaaiinn  ggrroouupp  ooff  MMuusslliimmss  

SSuurraahh  ((SSuurraatt))  cchhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  

  aattee  TTaassbbiihh  ((TTaajjbbiihh))  ‘‘rroossaarryy’’  wwiitthh  9999  bbeeaaddss  ffoorr  pprraayyeerr  

TTaasslliimm  bbeenneeddiiccttiioonn  

TTaauurraatt  ((TToouurraatt))  tthhee  ffiivvee  bbooookkss  ooff  MMoosseess  

TTaawwaaff  cciirrccuummaammbbuullaattiioonn  ((wwaallkkiinngg  aarroouunndd))  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  sseevveenn  ttiimmeess    

      dduurriinngg  tthhee  HHaajjjj    

UUlleemmaa  IIssllaammiicc  tteeaacchheerrss  ((ssiinngguullaarr  AAlliimm))  

UUmmmm  mmootthheerr  

UUmmmmaahh      nnaattiioonn;;  ffaammiillyy;;  mmoossttllyy  uusseedd  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  ccoonnggrreeggaattiioonn;;  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  IIssllaamm  

UUmmrraahh  mmiinnoorr  HHaajjjj  

WWuudduu  rriittuuaall  wwaasshhiinngg  bbeeffoorree  pprraayyeerr  iinn  mmoossqquuee  

ZZaabbuurr  PPssaallmmss  



211 

 

WWHHOO  IISS  WWHHOO  IINN  IISSLLAAMM??      

TTHHEE  FFIIRRSSTT  FFOOUURR  KKHHAALLIIFFSSTTHHEE  FFIIRRSSTT  FFOOUURR  KKHHAALLIIFFSS  

AAbbuu--BBaakkrr  cclloossee  ffoolllloowweerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  ffiirrsstt  KKhhaalliiff  ((663322--663344  AADD))..  HHee  wwaass  

aallssoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ffaatthheerr--iinn--llaaww  ((tthhrroouugghh  AAiisshhaa))..  

UUmmaarr  ((oorr  OOmmaarr))  sseeccoonndd  KKhhaalliiff  ((663344--664444  AADD))..  HHee  wwaass  aassssaassssiinnaatteedd  wwhhiillee  iinn  pprraayyeerr..  

HHee  wwaass  aallssoo  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ffaatthheerr--iinn--llaaww  ((tthhrroouugghh  HHaaffssaa))..  

UUtthhmmaann  ((oorr  OOssmmaann))  tthhiirrdd  KKhhaalliiff  ((664444--665566  AADD))..  HHee  oorrddeerreedd  tthhee  eeddiittiinngg  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann..      HHee  

wwaass  aallssoo  mmuurrddeerreedd..  

AAllii  nneepphheeww  aanndd  aaddoopptteedd  ssoonn  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhhoo  mmaarrrriieedd  FFaattiimmaa  aanndd  

bbeeccaammee  tthhee  ffoouurrtthh  KKhhaalliiff..  HHee  wwaass  aallssoo  mmuurrddeerreedd..  

  

NNAAMMEEDD  WWIIVVEESS  OOFF  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADDWWIIVVEESS  OOFF  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  

KKhhaaddiijjaahh  ffiirrsstt  wwiiffee  aanndd  oonnllyy  ccoommppaanniioonn  ffoorr  2255  yyeeaarrss  

SSaa''uuddaa  BBiinntt  ZZaammaa    

AAiisshhaa  BBiinntt  AAbbuu  BBaakkrr  tthhee  oonnllyy  nnoonn--wwiiddooww  hhee  mmaarrrriieedd  

HHaaffssaahh  BBiinntt  UUmmaarr    

ZZaaiinnaabb  BBiinntt  

KKhhuussaaiimmaa  
  

UUmmmm  SSaallaammaa    

ZZaaiinnaabb  BBiinntt  JJaahhsshh    

JJuuwwaaiirriiyyyyaa  

  
  

SSaaffiiaa    

UUmmmm  HHaabbiibbaa    

MMaaiimmuunnaa    

  

NNAAMMEEDD  CCOONNCCUUBBIINNEESS  OOFF  MMUUHHAAMMMMAADD  

                  RRiihhaannaa  

                MMiirryyaamm  ((MMaarryy  tthhee  CCoopptt))  

TTHHEE  FFOOUURR  GGRREEAATT  TTEEAACCHHEERRSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLAAWW    

                HHaannaaffii  

                SShhaaffiiii  

                HHaannbbaallii  

                MMaalliikk  
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OOTTHHEERR  NNAAMMEESS  AANNDD  TTHHEEIIRR  MMEEAANNIINNGGSS  

AAbbdduu''llllaahh  ffaatthheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd;;  ''aa  ssllaavvee  ooff  AAllllaahh''  

AAbbdduu''ll--MMuuttttaalliibb  ggrraannddffaatthheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd;;  hhiiss  ffiirrsstt  gguuaarrddiiaann  

AAbbdduull  CCaassssiimm  tthhee  pprrooppeerr  nnaammee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

AAbbuu  TTaalliibb  uunnccllee  aanndd  gguuaarrddiiaann  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

AAhhmmaadd  ''pprraaiisseedd  oonnee'';;  ssaammee  wwoorrdd  rroooott  aass  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  IItt  iiss  ccllaaiimmeedd  tthhaatt    

AAhhmmaadd  wwaass  pprroopphheecciieedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ((SSuurraahh  6611::66))..  

aall--BBaaiizzaawwii  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  ((990000  AAHH)),,  aallssoo  ssppeelllleedd  aall--BBaaiiddaawwii  

aall--BBaaqqaawwii  ((oorr  aall--BBaagghhaawwii))  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  ((551155  AAHH))  

aall--BBuukkhhaarrii  ccoolllleeccttoorr  ooff    ttrraaddiittiioonnss  aabboouutt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((881100--887700  AADD))  

aall--GGhhaazzzzaallii  IIssllaammiicc  tteeaacchheerr  ((445500  AAHH))  

AAllllaahh  TThhee  wwoorrdd  ffoorr  ‘‘ggoodd’’  ooff  IIssllaamm      

aall--TTaabbaarrii  hhiissttoorriiaann  aanndd  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  

aall--VVaaqqqqiiddii  aa  bbiiooggrraapphheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

AAmmiinnaa  mmootthheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

DDaawwoooodd  ((oorr  DDaawwuudd))  DDaavviidd  

FFaattiimmaa  tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aann  ooffffsspprriinngg  tthhrroouugghh  AAllii  

HHaalliimmaa  nnuurrssee  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

IIbbnn  IIsshhaaqq  eeaarrlliieesstt  bbiiooggrraapphheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

IIbbnn  KKhhaalldduunn  hhiissttoorriiaann  

IIbbnn  SSaa''dd  eeaarrllyy  bbiiooggrraapphheerr  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  

IIbbrraahhiimm  AAbbrraahhaamm  

IIbbuu  HHiisshhaamm  EEddiittoorr  ooff  IIbbnn  IIsshhaaqq''ss  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  

IIssaa  nnaammee  uusseedd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ffoorr  JJeessuuss  

JJaallaalluu''ddeeeenn  aall--SSaayyuuttii  ccoommmmeennttaattoorr  ((990000  AAHH))  

JJiibbrriill  AAnnggeell  GGaabbrriieell  

MMoooossaa  ((oorr  MMuussaa))  MMoosseess  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ((oorr  MMoohhaammmmeedd))  tthhee  pprroopphheett  ooff  IIssllaamm  ((==  tthhee  pprraaiisseedd  oonnee))  

MMuusslliimm  oonnee  wwhhoo  ssuubbmmiittss  ttoo  tthhee  wwiillll  ooff  AAllllaahh  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  aallssoo  nnaammee  ooff  aa    

HHaaddiitthh  ccoommppiilleerr  

QQuurraaiisshh  AArraabb  ttrriibbee  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  oorriiggiinnaatteedd  aanndd  ffrroomm    

wwhhiicchh  aallll  KKhhaalliiffss  wweerree  ttoo  bbee  cchhoosseenn  

SSuulleeiimmaann  SSoolloommoonn  

YYaahhyyaa  JJoohhnn  tthhee  BBaappttiisstt  

ZZaaiidd--iibbnn--HHaarriitthh  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  aaddoopptteedd  ssoonn,,  wwhhoossee  ddiivvoorrcceedd  wwiiffee  ZZaaiinnaabb    

hhee  llaatteerr  mmaarrrriieedd  

ZZaaiidd--iibbnn--TThhaabbiitt  ccoommppiilleerr  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann  ((1144  AADD))  
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HHUUBBAALL    

TThhee  nnaammee  HHuubbaall  wwaass  mmeennttiioonneedd  bbeeffoorree..  HHee  wwaass  tthhee  ggoodd  ooff  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  IIssllaammiicc  ttrraaddiittiioonn  tthhiiss  iiddooll  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  ffrroomm  MMooaabb  ((‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  

RRaassuull’’  aass  ttrraannssllaatteedd  bbyy  AA..  GGuuiillllaauummee,,  pppp..  5500--5511))  bbyy  AAmmrr  bb..LLuuhhaaiiyy..  ""HHuubbaall  uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy  

wwaass  aa  nneewwccoommeerr  ((ttoo  AArraabbiiaa)),,  bbuutt  hhiiss  iimmaaggee  wwaass  uusseedd  ttoo  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  oollddeerr  aall--LLiiaahh  ((tthhee  

tteerrmm  ffrroomm  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  nnaammee  AAllllaahh  eemmaannaatteedd  GG..NN..)),,  ''tthhee  oonnee  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd'',,  tthhee  mmaallee  ssuupprreemmee  

ggoodd  ooff  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa""  ((""AArraabbiiaa  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd""  bbyy  OO''LLeeaarryy  rreeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ‘‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  

RRaassuull’’))..  

WWhhaatt  ddooeess  tthhee  nnaammee  rreellaattee  ttoo  uuss??  AAccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  EEnnccyyccllooppeeddiiaa  ooff  IIssllaamm  bbyy  GGiibbbb  aanndd  

KKrraammeerrss,,  iitt  ccaannnnoott  bbee  eexxppllaaiinneedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  AArraabbiicc  llaanngguuaaggee..  IInn  hhiiss  bbooookk  ‘‘SSppeecciimmeenn  

HHiissttoorriiccaaee  AArraabbuumm’’  tthhee  aauutthhoorr  ((PPooccoocckk))  ssuuggggeessttss  tthhaatt  tthhee  nnaammee  mmiigghhtt  wweellll  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  

ddeerriivveedd  ffrroomm  hhaa--BBaaaall..  TThhee  oorriiggiinnaall  SSeemmiittiicc  llaanngguuaaggeess  uusseedd  nnoo  wwrriitttteenn  vvoowweellss..  BByy  tthhaatt  

ttookkeenn,,  tthheerree  wwoouulldd  bbee  nnoo  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhee  ssppeelllliinngg  ooff  HHuubbaall  aanndd  hhaaBBaaaall  ((==  tthhee  BBaaaall))..  TThheessee  

nnaammeess  wwoouulldd  aappppeeaarr  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  aass  HHBBLL,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  ccoouulldd  bbee  rreeaadd  aass  HHUUBBAALL    oorr  HHAABBAAAALL..    

AAss  wwee  aallll  kknnooww,,  BBaaaall  wwaass  aa  ddeeiittyy,,  aann  iiddooll,,  mmeennttiioonneedd  iinn  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ((NNuumm..  2255::33,,  HHoosseeaa  99::1100,,  

DDeeuutt..  44::33,,  JJoosshh..  2222::1177  aanndd  PPss..  110066::2288--2299))..  WWhheerree  wwaass  BBaaaall  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd??  IInn  MMooaabb!!  IItt  wwaass  

tthhee  ‘‘ggoodd  ooff  ffeerrttiilliittyy’’..  AAnndd  AAmmrr  iibbnn  LLuuhhaaiiyy  iiss  rreeccoorrddeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  bbrroouugghhtt  HHuubbaall  ffrroomm  MMooaabb  

ttoo  AArraabbiiaa..  

TThhee  nnaammee  ''AAllllaahh''  ((ffrroomm  ''aall--IIllllaahh''  --  tthhee  ggoodd  oorr  ''aall--LLiiaahh''  ==  tthhee  oonnee  wwoorrsshhiippppeedd))  wwaass  wweellll--uusseedd  

iinn  pprree--IIssllaammiicc  ttiimmeess..  IItt  wwaass  rraatthheerr  aa  ttiittllee  tthhaann  aa  nnaammee,,  aanndd  iitt  wwaass  uusseedd  ffoorr  aa  ddiivveerrssiittyy  ooff  

ddeeiittiieess..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ggrraannddffaatthheerr  rreeppoorrtteeddllyy  pprraayyeedd  ttoo  HHuubbaall  aanndd  aaddddrreesssseedd  hhiimm  aass  AAllllaahh..  

TThhee  ddeeiittiieess  aall--LLaatt,,  aall--UUzzzzaa  aanndd  MMaannaatt  wweerree  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘tthhee  ddaauugghhtteerrss  ooff  AAllllaahh’’  ((SSuurraahh  5533::1199))..  

""AAllllaahh  wwaass  vviieewweedd,,  aallrreeaaddyy  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  aass  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa,,  wwhhiillee,,  iiff  nnoott  

ssuurreellyy,,  bbuutt  vveerryy  pprroobbaabbllyy,,  tthhiiss  ssaannccttuuaarryy  wwaass  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  HHuubbaall,,  wwhhoossee  iimmaaggee  wwaass  ppllaacceedd  

iinnssiiddee""  ((RReessttee  AArraabbiisscchheenn  HHeeiiddeenntthhuummss,,  pp..  222211  bbyy  JJ..WWeellllhhaauusseenn))..  ""WWhhiillee  tthhee  rriittuuaallss  

ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  aarree  ssttiillll  aaddddrreesssseedd  ttoo  tthhee  rreessppeeccttiivvee  ddeeiittiieess,,  AAllllaahh  iiss  sseeeenn  aass  tthhee  ccrreeaattoorr,,  tthhee  

ffaatthheerr  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhaatt  tthhee  ssuuppeerriioorr  LLoorrdd..  BBuutt  hhee  iiss  vviieewweedd  ttoo  bbee  ttoooo  ggeenneerraall,,  nneeuuttrraall  aanndd  

iimmppeerrssoonnaall  aa  LLoorrdd""  ((iibbiidd  pp..  221199))..     

 

"It is presupposed by Muhammad and admitted by his opponents, that Allah is the Lord 

of the Ka'ba. Is perhaps the Allah of Mecca Hubal? In other words, was Hubal called 

Allah in Mecca as Yahweh was called Elohim in Israel?" (J.Wellhausen ibid p. 75). This 

becomes even more likely when we realize that the polytheists of Arabia recognized 

Allah as creator (Surahs 23:84-89; 29:61), and swore by him (Surah 6:109). "At first 

Allah was the title used within each individual tribe to address its tribal deity instead of its 

proper name. All said 'Allah', but each one had its own deity in mind. The expression 

'the god' (al-ilah), which became the only usage, became the bridge to the concept of an 

identical god which all tribes had in common' “(J.Wellhausen, p. 218). 

 

On the other hand wee  hhaavvee  ttoo  rreeccooggnniizzee  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  aallssoo  aa  cclloossee  rreesseemmbbllaannccee  ooff  tthhee  nnaammee  

‘‘AAllllaahh’’  ttoo  tthhee  HHeebbrreeww  ''EEllaahh''  ((OO..TT..)),,  wwhhiicchh  iinn  tthhee  OO..TT..  iiss  ttrraannssllaatteedd  aass  GGoodd  ((8899  ttiimmeess  

ccoommppaarreedd  wwiitthh  EEll  ==  222244  ttiimmeess,,  aanndd  EElloohhiimm  ==  33225511  ttiimmeess))..  IItt  iiss  tthheerreeffoorree  qquuiittee  tthhiinnkkaabbllee,,  

tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iinntteerrpprreetteedd  tthhee  ppaaggaann  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  AAllllaahh  aass  aa  ppeerrvveerrtteedd  ffoorrmm  ooff  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  

AAbbrraahhaamm..  
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MMoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  HHuubbaall,,  iiss  ggiivveenn  iinn  tthhee  SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  ooff  iibbnn  IIsshhaaqq  ((‘‘TThhee  LLiiffee  ooff  

tthhee  PPrroopphheett’’  ttrraannssllaatteedd  bbyy  AA..  GGuuiillllaauummee)),,  tthhee  oollddeesstt  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd..  IIbbnn  IIsshhaaqq  

wwaass  bboorrnn  8855  AAHH  ((aafftteerr  tthhee  HHeeddjjrraa)),,  wwhhiicchh  wwaass  662222  AADD))  aanndd  ccoommppiilleedd  tthhiiss  bbiiooggrraapphhyy  ffrroomm  

mmaannyy  ssoouurrcceess..  TThhiiss  iiss  nnooww  lloosstt,,  bbuutt  aa  rreevviissiioonn  ooff  hhiiss  bbooookk  bbyy  iibbnn  HHiisshhaamm  hhaass  bbeeeenn  

pprreesseerrvveedd..  IItt  tteellllss  uuss  wwhhaatt  rroollll  HHuubbaall  ppllaayyeedd  iinn  AArraabbiiaa  aatt  tthhee  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  MMuuhhaammmmaadd’’ss  

ccoommiinngg::  

 

It is alleged, and Allah only knows the truth, that when 'Abdu'l-Muttalib 

(Muhammad’s grandfather) encountered the opposition of Quraysh (the 

tribe to which he belonged)when he was digging Zamzam (a well in 

Mecca), he vowed that if he should have ten sons to grow up and protect 

him, he would sacrifice one of them to Allah at the Ka'ba. Afterwards 

when he had ten sons who could protect him he gathered them together 

and told them about his vow and called on them to keep faith with Allah. 

They agreed to obey him and asked what they were to do. He said that 

each one of them must get an arrow, write his name on it, and bring it to 

him; this they did and he took them before Hubal in the middle of the 

Ka'ba. (The statue of) Hubal stood by a well there. It was that well in 

which gifts made to the Ka'ba were stored. 

 Now beside Hubal there were seven arrows, each of them containing 

some words. One was marked 'bloodwit'. When they disputed about who 

should pay the bloodwit they cast lots with the seven arrows and the one 

on whom the lot fell had to pay the money. Another was marked 'yes', 

and another 'no', and they acted accordingly on the matter on which the 

oracle had been invoked. Another was marked 'of you'; another mulsaq, 

another 'not of you'; and the last was marked 'water'. If they wanted to 

dig for water, they cast lots containing this arrow and wherever it came 

forth they set to work (water divining). If they wanted to circumcise a 

body, or make a marriage, or bury a body, or doubted someone's 

genealogy, they took him to Hubal with a hundred dirhams (Arabian 

currency) and a slaughter camel and gave them to the man who cast the 

lots; then after leading the man in front of Hubal they would say, 'Our 

god (Allah) here stands the stranger about whom we would like to know 

this and that. Lt us know the truth about him’. Then they would say to 

the man who cast the arrows 'Cast!' and if there came out 'of you' then 

he was a true member of their tribe; and if there came out 'not of you' 

then he was an ally; and if there came out mulsaq he had no blood 

relation to them and was not an ally. Where 'yes' came out in other 

matter, they acted accordingly; and if the answer was 'no', they deferred 

the matter for a year until they could bring it up again. They used to 

conduct their affairs according to the decision of the arrows. 

 'Abdu'l-Muttalib said to the man with the arrows, 'Cast the lots for my 

sons with these arrows', (a practice of the Babylonians, see Hes. 21:21) 

and he told him of the vow which he had made. Each man gave him the 

arrow on which his name was written. Now 'Abdullah (he became the 

father of Muhammad)was his father's youngest son, he and al-Zubayr 

and Abu Talib were born to Fatima d.'Amr b.'A'idh b.'Abd b.'Imran b. 

.. 
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Makhzum b.Yaqaza b. Murra b. Ka'b b.Lu'ayy b.Ghalib b.Fihr (113). It 

is alleged that 'Abdullah was 'Abdu'l-Muttalib's favourite son, and his 

father thought that if the arrow missed him he would be spared. (He was 

the father of the apostle of Allah). When the man took the arrows to cast 

lots with them, 'Abdu'l-Muttalib stood by Hubal praying to Allah. Then 

the man cast lots and 'Abdullah's arrow came out. His father led him by 

the hand and took a large knife; then he brought him up to Isaf and 

Na'ila (T. two idols of Quraysh at which they slaughtered their 

sacrifices) to sacrifice him; but Quraysh came out of their assemblies 

and asked what he was intending to do. When he said that he was going 

to sacrifice him, they and his sons said 'By Allah! you shall never 

sacrifice him until you offer the greatest expiatory sacrifice for him. If 

you do a thing like this there will be no stopping men from coming to 

sacrifice their sons, and what will become of the people then?' Then said 

al-Mughira b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. Makhzum b. Yaqaza, 'Abdullah's 

mother being from his tribe, 'By Allah, you shall never sacrifice him 

until you offer the greatest expiatory sacrifice for him. Though his 

ransom be all our property we will redeem him'. Quraysh and his sons 

said that he must not do it, but take him to the Hijaz for there there was 

a sorcerer who had a familiar spirit, and he must consult her. Then he 

would have liberty of action. If she told him to sacrifice him, he would be 

no worse off; and if she gave him a favourable response, he could accept 

it. So they went off as far as Medina and found that she was in Khaybar, 

so they allege. So they rode on until they got to her, and when 'Abdu'l-

Muttalib acquainted her with the facts she told them to go away until her 

familiar spirit visited her and she could ask him. When they had left her 

'Abdu'l-Muttalib prayed to Allah, and when they visited her the next day 

she said, 'Word has come to me. How much is the blood money among 

you?' they told her that it was ten camels, as indeed it was. He told them 

to go back to their country and take the young man and ten camels. Then 

cast lots for them and for him; if the lots falls against your man, add 

more camels, until you lord is satisfied. If the lots falls against the 

camels then sacrifice them in his stead, for your lord will be satisfied 

and your client escape death. So they returned to Mecca, and when they 

had agreed to carry out their instructions, 'Abdu'l-Muttalib was praying 

to Allah. Then they brought near 'Abdullah and ten camels while 

'Abdu'l-Muttalib stood by Hubal praying to Allah. Then they cast lots 

and the arrow fell against 'Abdullah. They added ten more camels and 

the lot fell against 'Abdullah, and so they went on adding ten at a time, 

until there were one hundred camels, when finally the lot fell against 

them. Quraysh and those who were present said, 'At last your lord is 

satisfied 'Abdu'l-Muttalib'. 'No, by Allah', he answered (so they say), 'not 

until I cast lots three times'. This they did and each time the arrow fell 

against the camels. They were duly slaughtered and left there and no 

man was kept back or hindered (from eating them). 
 ‘SSiirraattuu’’ll  RRaassuull’’  by Ibn Ishaq (translated by A. Guillaume and G. Weil respectively) 
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WWee  nnoottee::  

    AAbbdduu''ll--MMuuttttaalliibb  wwaass  MMuuhhaammmmaadd''ss  ggrraannddffaatthheerr,,  aanndd  AAbbdduullllaahh  ((AAbbdd--aallllaahh  

==  sseerrvvaanntt  ooff  AAllllaahh))  hhiiss  ffaatthheerr..  

    OOnnee  ooff  AAbbdduu''ll--MMuuttttaalliibb''ss  ssoonnss  wwaass  ttoo  bbee  ssaaccrriiffiicceedd  ttoo  ''ggoodd  aatt  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa''..  

    TThhee  ‘‘ggoodd  ooff  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa’’,,  wwaass  HHuubbaall..  

    FFoorr  cciirrccuummcciissiioonn,,  mmaarrrriiaaggee,,  bbuurriiaall  eettcc..  ppeeooppllee  wweenntt  ttoo  HHuubbaall,,  tthhee  ''LLoorrdd  ooff  

tthhiiss  hhoouussee''..  

    MMaaggiicc  wwaass  uusseedd  ttoo  ddeetteerrmmiinnee  HHuubbaall''ss  wwiillll  ((ccaassttiinngg  ooff  aarrrroowwss))..  

    TThhee  bbooyy  AAbbddaallllaahh  wwaass  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  aann  iiddooll  ttoo  bbee  ssaaccrriiffiicceedd  ttoo  ''hhiimm''..  

    AAbbdduu''ll--MMuuttttaalliibb  ccoonnssuulltteedd  aa  ssoorrcceerreerr  wwhhoo  hhaadd  aa  ffaammiilliiaarr  ssppiirriitt  ((''ddeemmoonn  

aatttteennddiinngg  aanndd  oobbeeyyiinngg  aa  wwiittcchh'';;  OOxxffoorrdd  DDiiccttiioonnaarryy))..  

    HHee  ggeettss  aann  aannsswweerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  ''ffaammiilliiaarr  ssppiirriitt''  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  wwiittcchh..  

    HHee  iiss  ttoo  ccaasstt  lloottss  bbeeffoorree  HHuubbaall  ''uunnttiill  yyoouurr  lloorrdd  iiss  ssaattiissffiieedd''..      

  

  

WWee  ssuumm  uupp::  

WWee  ddoo  nnoott  qquueessttiioonn  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  wwaass  aann  aarrddeenntt  mmoonnootthheeiisstt..  HHee  hhaadd  aallll  iiddoollss,,  

iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhaatt  ooff  HHuubbaall,,  ddeessttrrooyyeedd..  HHee  aalllloowweedd  oonnllyy  AAllllaahh  ttoo  ''ssuurrvviivvee''  aanndd  eeqquuaatteedd  

hhiimm  wwiitthh  ""II  aamm  WWhhoo  II  aamm,,  tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  AAbbrraahhaamm,,  IIssaaaacc  aanndd  JJaaccoobb""..  

                    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

YYeett  wwhhaatt  wwee  mmuusstt  ttrryy  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  iiss  tthhaatt  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ddrraassttiiccaallllyy  cchhaannggeedd  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  

pprree--IIssllaammiicc  ccoonncceepptt  ooff  AAllllaahh..  

WWee  ddeeaall  hheerree  wwiitthh  ssppiirriittuuaall  mmaatttteerrss..  AAlltthhoouugghh  tthhee  BBiibbllee  ssaayyss  tthhaatt  ““wwee  kknnooww  tthhaatt  aann  iiddooll  iiss  

nnootthhiinngg  aatt  aallll  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  GGoodd  bbuutt  oonnee””  ((11..  CCoorr..  88::44)),,  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  

aallssoo  ssaayyss::  ““......  tthhee  ssaaccrriiffiicceess  ooff  ppaaggaannss  aarree  ooffffeerreedd  ttoo  ddeemmoonnss,,  nnoott  ttoo  GGoodd””  ((11..  CCoorr..  1100::1199--

2200))..  WWee  aallssoo  rreeaadd  tthhaatt  wwhheenn  ppeeooppllee  wweerree  ppaaggaannss,,  ““ssoommeehhooww  oorr  ootthheerr  tthheeyy  wweerree  iinnfflluueenncceedd  

aanndd  lleedd  aassttrraayy  ttoo  dduummbb  iiddoollss””  ((11..  CCoorr..  1122::22))  aanndd  tthhaatt  ““aallll  tthhee  ggooddss  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnss  aarree  iiddoollss””  

((PPss..  9966::55))..  IItt  aallssoo  tteeaacchheess  uuss  tthhaatt  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  ddoo  nnoott  kknnooww  GGoodd  aarree  ““ssllaavveess  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbyy  

nnaattuurree  aarree  nnoott  ggooddss””            ((GGaall..  44::88))..  

WWee  mmaayy  rriigghhttllyy  ccoonncclluuddee  tthhaatt  iiddoollss  aarree  mmaann--mmaaddee  aanndd  aass  ssuucchh  uutttteerrllyy  iimmppootteenntt..  BBuutt  

iiddoollss  aarree  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  ddeemmoonnss,,  aanndd  ddeemmoonnss  aarree  ppoowweerrffuull  iinnddeeeedd..  DDeemmoonnss  lliiee  aanndd  

ddeecceeiivvee..  

  

NNoo  MMuusslliimm  wwiillll  ppeerrcceeiivvee  tthhaatt  hhee  bbeelliieevveess  iinn  aann  iiddooll  oorr  

aa  ddeemmoonn  --  aanndd  hhee  ddooeessnn''tt!!  AAllllaahh  ttoo  hhiimm  iiss  tthhee  vveerryy  

ooppppoossiittee  ooff  tthhaatt..  LLiittttllee  ccoouulldd  bbee  mmoorree  ooffffeennssiivvee  ttoo  aa  

MMuusslliimm  tthhaann  tthhee  ssuuggggeessttiioonn  tthhaatt  AAllllaahh  iiss  aann  iiddooll  oorr  

ddeemmoonn..  WWhheerree  wwee  oonnllyy  rreefflleecctt  oonn  tthhee  oorriiggiinn  ooff  tthhee  

ccoonncceepptt  ooff  AAllllaahh 
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IIff  wwee  llooookk  aatt  HHuubbaall  aanndd  hhiiss  rroollee,,  wwee  mmaayy  wweellll  hhaavvee  ttoo  ffeeaarr  tthhaatt  aannyyoonnee  bboowwiinngg  ddoowwnn  ttoo  

‘‘tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  HHoouussee’’  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  KKaa’’bbaa)),,  ccoouulldd  ccoommee  uunnddeerr  hhiiss  iinnfflluueennccee,,  nnoottwwiitthhssttaannddiinngg  

tthhaatt  tthhee  wwoorrsshhiippppeerr  hhaass  aa  ttoottaallllyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ppeerrcceeppttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  oobbjjeecctt  ooff  hhiiss  ssuubbmmiissssiioonn  iinn  hhiiss  

mmiinndd..  TThhee  KKaa''bbaa  wwaass  tthhee  hhoouussee  ooff  HHuubbaall..  EEvveenn  iiff  tthhiiss  iiss  uunnbbeekknnoowwnn  ttoo  MMuusslliimmss,,  tthheeyy  rriisskk  

ttoo  bbee  iinnfflluueenncceedd  bbyy  aa  ppoowweerr  tthheeyy  ddoo  nnoott  kknnooww  ooff,,  ccaannnnoott  ccoonnttrrooll,,  aanndd  wwhhiicchh  kkeeeeppss  tthheemm  

ffrroomm  SSaallvvaattiioonn..  

IInn  tthhee  lliigghhtt  ooff  aallll  tthhiiss  iitt  iiss  ssuurreellyy  ssiiggnniiffiiccaanntt  tthhaatt  wwee  rreeaadd  ooff  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  iinn  tthhee  QQuurr''aann::  

 

 For me, I have been commanded to serve the Lord of this city, Him 

Who has sanctified it and to whom (belong) all things ... . 
 Surah 27:91 

 

         More explicitly, in the 3rd  or 4th  Surah which was revealed, it says: 

 Let them adore the Lord of this House (the Ka’ba).  Surah 106:3 

 

And that was Hubal at that tine! 

    

 WWee  ccoonncclluuddee::  

    HHuubbaall  wwaass  tthhee  cceenntteerr  ooff  wwoorrsshhiipp  iinn  tthhee  KKaa''bbaa  iinn  MMeeccccaa..  

    HHee  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ‘‘iimmppoorrtteedd’’  ffrroomm  MMooaabb  wwhheerree  hhee  wwaass  aa  ccoonntteessttaanntt  ttoo  YYaahhwweehh  

EElloohhiimm..  

    HHee  wwaass  ''tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  cciittyy'',,  MMeeccccaa,,  aanndd  ‘‘tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhiiss  hhoouussee’’,,  tthhee  KKaa’’bbaa,,  tthhee  

oonnee  wwhhoo  wwaass  ccaalllleedd  AAllllaahh..  

     While we must not conclude that Allah is Hubal, we may well consider the 

spiritual implications when Muslims bow in worship towards the Ka'ba 

and submit to Allah.  
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BBiibbllee    33,,  1111,,  1122,,  1144,,  1155,,  3333,,  3344,,  3377,,  5500,,  5533,,  5544,,  5555,,  6633,,  6644,,  6677,,  7733,,  7744,,  7755,,  7766,,  7777,,  8844,,  8855,,  8866,,  8877,,  8888,,  

9900,,  9955,,  9999,,  110011,,  110022,,  110044,,  110066,,  110077,,  110088,,  111166,,  111177,,  111199,,  112266,,  112277,,  113300,,  113311,,  113355,,  114477,,  114499,,  116600,,  116633  

——CC——  

CChhrriissttiiaann    11,,  55,,  66,,  77,,  1111,,  1144,,  2255,,  3366,,  3388,,  4400,,  4411,,  4422,,  4433,,  4455,,  4499,,  5511,,  5599,,  6699,,  7733,,  7755,,  7777,,  8877,,  9911,,  110033,,  

110044,,  110066,,  110088,,  110099,,  111100,,  111177,,  111188,,  113322,,  113344,,  113355,,  114400,,  114411,,  114444,,  114477,,  115500  

CCooddeexx    6600,,  6611,,  6622  

CCooddiicceess    6622  

CCoonnttrraaddiiccttiioonnss    6666  

CCrroossss    5588,,  112222,,  112233  

CCrruussaaddee    4411  

——DD——  

DDaayy  ooff  AAttoonneemmeenntt    1144,,  1155,,  113399,,  114411  

DDaayy  ooff  JJuuddggeemmeenntt    7766,,  9922,,  110055,,  111133,,  114411  

DDeeaatthh    2200,,  111188,,  111199,,  112200,,  112211  

DDeeeeddss    112244  

DDiivvoorrccee    114444,,  114455,,  115588  

——EE——  

EEvviill    111144,,  112200  

——FF——  

FFaaiitthh    1199,,  3355,,  6622,,  7711,,  110033,,  111100  
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FFaattiimmaa    1100,,  3333,,  5577,,  8899,,  112222,,  116622,,  116633  

FFoorrggiivveenneessss    6666,,  113300  

——GG——  

GGaabbrriieell    1111,,  1133,,  3300,,  5533,,  5555,,  5566,,  5577,,  5599,,  6655,,  8822,,  111100,,  115544,,  116633  

GGhhaarraanniiqq    6655  

GGrraaccee    77  

GGrraavvee    111188,,  111199  

——HH——  

HHaaddiitthh    22,,  1133,,  3300,,  3311,,  3333,,  3355,,  3377,,  4455,,  4466,,  4477,,  4499,,  5500,,  5555,,  5588,,  7744,,  7755,,  7766,,  7788,,  7799,,  8800,,  8811,,  8822,,  8833,,  110000,,  

110011,,  110044,,  110077,,  111100,,  111111,,  111122,,  111155,,  112222,,  112244,,  113333,,  113344,,  114400,,  114477,,  115555,,  115599,,  116600,,  116611,,  116633  

HHaaffssaahh    2266,,  5599,,  6600,,  116622  

HHaallaaaall    112266,,  115599  

HHaarraamm    115599  

HHeeaavveenn    1133,,  111177  

HHeellll    2222,,  110066,,  111111,,  111144,,  111155,,  111166,,  111177,,  111199,,  112200,,  112255,,  112277,,  112299  

HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt    5599,,  8844,,  8866,,  9966,,  110066,,  111100,,  116611  

HHuubbaall    99,,  8877,,  8888,,  8899,,  9900,,  9911,,  115544,,  115599  

——II——  

IInnhheerriittaannccee    6688,,  114466  

IInnjjiill    5544,,  7733,,  111100,,  116600  

IInnssppiirraattiioonn    5566  

IIssaa    3355,,  3388,,  7755,,  8866,,  9977,,  112277,,  115500,,  116600,,  116633  

IIsshhmmaaeell    77,,  99,,  1133,,  3388,,  7744,,  8844,,  8855,,  110022,,  110099,,  113355,,  114400,,  115544,,  116644  

IIssnnaadd    116600  

IIssrraaeell    77,,  99,,  3377,,  6677,,  8877,,  8888,,  9966,,  110088,,  113399,,  115588  

——JJ——  

YYaahhwweehh    5555,,  8855,,  8866,,  8877,,  8888,,  9911,,  9955,,  9966,,  9999,,  110000,,  110011,,  111177  

JJeessuuss    33,,  66,,  99,,  1133,,  2211,,  2255,,  3300,,  3377,,  3388,,  4477,,  5588,,  5599,,  6666,,  7733,,  7755,,  8855,,  8866,,  8877,,  9955,,  9966,,  9977,,  9999,,  110000,,  110011,,  110022,,  

110088,,  111100,,  112222,,  112233,,  112277,,  113355,,  114411,,  114477,,  115500,,  115511,,  115544,,  116600,,  116633  

JJeewwss    33,,  99,,  1111,,  1133,,  1144,,  1155,,  1166,,  1177,,  1188,,  2200,,  2244,,  4422,,  4455,,  6600,,  7700,,  7733,,  7744,,  7766,,  8855,,  8888,,  9966,,  112233,,  113322,,  113377,,  

113399,,  115599,,  116600  

JJiihhaaaadd    77,,  1188,,  1199,,  2200,,  4477,,  6688,,  110066,,  113333,,  116600  

JJiinnnnss    6622,,  110000,,  111144,,  111155,,  111199,,  116600  

JJuuddggeemmeenntt    9922,,  110055,,  111133,,  114411  

JJuussttiiccee    114466  

——KK——  

KKaa''bbaa    99,,  1155,,  5599,,  6666,,  7733,,  7744,,  7777,,  8800,,  8877,,  8888,,  9900,,  9911,,  110099,,  115544,,  115599,,  116600,,  116611  

KKaaffiirr    116600  

KKaalliimmaa    3366,,  110033,,  110044,,  115533,,  116600  

KKhhaaddiijjaa    1100,,  1111,,  2255,,  3322,,  5577  

KKhhaalliiff    1100,,  3399,,  4400,,  4411,,  4422,,  4466,,  112222,,  113377,,  116600,,  116611,,  116622  

KKiittaabb    99,,  4477,,  115599,,  116600  
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——LL——  

LLaasstt  DDaayy    1199,,  7700,,  8866,,  8877,,  111111,,  114411  

LLaaww    3377,,  6677,,  9933,,  110000,,  110066,,  112255,,  112266,,  113322,,  113333,,  113344,,  114411,,  114444,,  114466,,  116622  

LLoovvee    2222,,  7722,,  9955,,  9966,,  9977,,  9988,,  114466,,  114477  

——MM——  

MMaannssuukkhh    6677,,  116600  

MMaarrrriiaaggee    2299,,  114433,,  114466  

MMeeccccaa    55,,  99,,  1100,,  1111,,  1133,,  1144,,  1177,,  1188,,  2299,,  3322,,  3333,,  4400,,  4433,,  4466,,  4477,,  4488,,  5544,,  5555,,  5566,,  6644,,  6666,,  6688,,  7733,,  7766,,  8888,,  

9900,,  9911,,  110033,,  110099,,  112222,,  113333,,  113399,,  114400,,  114411,,  114466,,  115544,,  115555,,  115599,,  116600,,  116633  

MMeeddiinnaa    99,,  1100,,  1111,,  1144,,  1177,,  1188,,  2222,,  2244,,  2255,,  3322,,  4400,,  4433,,  4466,,  5500,,  5555,,  6611,,  6622,,  7755,,  8899,,  110099,,  112222,,  113344,,  113399,,  

114400,,  115555,,  115599,,  116600  

MMeerrccyy    3311,,  8833,,  9955,,  111144,,  113300  

MMeessssiiaahh    4466,,  4477,,  110011,,  112222,,  115599,,  116600  

MMiisshhkkaatt    1111,,  1199,,  2200,,  2255,,  2266,,  2299,,  3311,,  3333,,  3344,,  3366,,  4455,,  5500,,  5555,,  5566,,  5577,,  5588,,  5599,,  6600,,  6611,,  6633,,  7711,,  7766,,  7788,,  7799,,  

8811,,  8822,,  111111,,  111122,,  111133,,  111144,,  111166,,  111177,,  111188,,  111199,,  112222,,  112233,,  112244,,  112266,,  112277,,  113388,,  114400,,  114433,,  116600  

MMoosseess    1122,,  1133,,  1144,,  1166,,  5533,,  6666,,  6677,,  7755,,  8822,,  8855,,  8866,,  9955,,  110088,,  111100,,  111111,,  113322,,  113399,,  114477,,  116611,,  116633  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd    55,,  77,,  99,,  1100,,  1111,,  1122,,  1133,,  1144,,  1155,,  1166,,  1177,,  1188,,  2222,,  2233,,  2255,,  2266,,  2277,,  2288,,  2299,,  3300,,  3311,,  3322,,  3333,,  3344,,  

3355,,  3366,,  3377,,  3388,,  3399,,  4400,,  4411,,  4455,,  4466,,  4488,,  5500,,  5533,,  5544,,  5555,,  5566,,  5588,,  5599,,  6655,,  6677,,  7711,,  7733,,  7744,,  7755,,  7766,,  7777,,  7788,,  

7799,,  8800,,  8811,,  8833,,  8855,,  8877,,  8888,,  9900,,  9911,,  9922,,  9966,,  110011,,  110033,,  110044,,  110055,,  110088,,  110099,,  111100,,  111144,,  111188,,  111199,,  112211,,  112222,,  

112233,,  112244,,  112288,,  113322,,  113344,,  113377,,  113388,,  113399,,  114400,,  114433,,  114466,,  114477,,  115533,,  115544,,  115555,,  115588,,  115599,,  116600,,  116611,,  116622,,  

116633  

MMuusshhaaff    6622,,  116600  

——NN——  

NNaabbii    1100,,  1122,,  111100,,  113377,,  115555,,  116611  

NNaammeess  ooff  AAllllaahh    110011,,  115577  

NNaassiikkhh    6677,,  116611  

NNaazziill    7733,,  116611  

NNeeww  TTeessttaammeenntt    99,,  2222,,  3366,,  5544,,  9922,,  9988,,  110011,,  114400  

NNooaahh    5533,,  6666,,  6677,,  8866,,  111100,,  115588  

——OO——  

OOccccuulltt    5522,,  5588  

OOlldd  TTeessttaammeenntt    99,,  2255,,  5533,,  5544,,  9922  

OOssmmaann    4411,,  6600,,  116622  

——PP——  

PPaaggaann    7733  

PPaarraaddiissee    1199,,  2200,,  3311,,  7766,,  7788,,  8822,,  9955,,  110011,,  111111,,  111155,,  111166,,  111199,,  112200,,  112255,,  112277,,  114400  

PPeeaaccee    2266,,  7700,,  110055,,  112288,,  113388,,  115533,,  115577  

PPoowweerr    1155,,  7700,,  9922,,  9933,,  9999,,  110000,,  113388,,  115588  

PPrraayyeerr    7744,,  110033,,  110044,,  110055,,  110066,,  113355  

PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn    3388,,  6677,,  8866,,  111111,,  111122,,  111133,,  111155  

PPrroopphheett    99,,  1100,,  1111,,  1122,,  1133,,  2200,,  2211,,  2222,,  2233,,  2266,,  2277,,  2288,,  2299,,  3300,,  3311,,  3322,,  3355,,  3366,,  3377,,  3388,,  4455,,  5555,,  5566,,  5588,,  

5599,,  6611,,  6622,,  6633,,  6655,,  7788,,  8811,,  8822,,  8833,,  8888,,  110055,,  111122,,  111166,,  111177,,  111188,,  111199,,  112200,,  112211,,  112222,,  112244,,  112255,,  112266,,  

113388,,  113399,,  114400,,  114444,,  115533,,  115555,,  116611  

PPuunniisshhmmeenntt    3322,,  111188  
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——QQ——  

QQuuaarraaiisshh    6666  

QQuurr''aann    22,,  55,,  66,,  77,,  99,,  1111,,  1122,,  1133,,  1166,,  2266,,  2277,,  2288,,  3300,,  3311,,  3322,,  3344,,  3355,,  3377,,  3388,,  3399,,  4455,,  4466,,  4477,,  4499,,  5500,,  5533,,  

5544,,  5555,,  5599,,  6600,,  6611,,  6622,,  6633,,  6644,,  6655,,  6666,,  6677,,  6688,,  6699,,  7733,,  7744,,  7755,,  7766,,  7777,,  7788,,  7799,,  8800,,  8811,,  8822,,  8833,,  8844,,  8855,,  

8866,,  8877,,  9911,,  9922,,  9933,,  9944,,  9955,,  9988,,  110011,,  110022,,  110044,,  110077,,  110088,,  110099,,  111100,,  111111,,  111122,,  111133,,  112200,,  112222,,  112233,,  112244,,  

112255,,  112277,,  113300,,  113311,,  113322,,  113333,,  113344,,  113355,,  113377,,  113388,,  113399,,  114400,,  114411,,  114444,,  114455,,  115544,,  115555,,  115577,,  115588,,  115599,,  

116600,,  116611,,  116622,,  116633  

——RR——  

RRaammaaddaaaann    5533,,  6688,,  7744,,  110033,,  110066,,  113377,,  113388,,  113399  

RRaassuull    99,,  1100,,  1111,,  1144,,  1177,,  2222,,  2233,,  2244,,  2255,,  5577,,  6666,,  7777,,  8888,,  9900,,  111100,,  116611  

RReevveellaattiioonn    1133,,  5566,,  8855  

——SS——  

SSaaccrriiffiiccee    114400  

SSaallaatt    110033,,  110044,,  110055,,  110066,,  112200,,  113333,,  115533,,  116611  

SSaallvvaattiioonn    111100,,  113300  

SSaattaann    5500,,  5599,,  6655,,  7744,,  7799,,  111188,,  113355,,  115533  

SSaawwmm    110033,,  112211,,  113333,,  113388,,  116611  

SShhaarriiaahh    22,,  33,,  44,,  55,,  6655,,  113322,,  116611  

SShhii’’aahh    4466  

SSiinn    112266,,  113355,,  114499  

SSuubbmmiissssiioonn    22,,  1100  

SSuuffiissmm    4455,,  4477,,  4488,,  5522  

SSuunnnnaahh    3311,,  7788,,  116611  

SSuunnnniiss    4455,,  4466,,  4477,,  113344,,  113377  

——TT——  

TTaaffssiirr    7788  

TTaallmmuudd    99,,  5533,,  7733,,  7744,,  7755  

TTaauurraatt    5544,,  7733,,  7777,,  111100,,  116611  

TTaawwhhiidd    9944  

TTrriinniittyy    7755,,  8866,,  9966  

TTrruutthh    22,,  33,,  1188,,  1199,,  2277,,  7700,,  9966,,  113322,,  115511,,  115577  

——UU——  

UUmmaarr    1177,,  2211,,  2266,,  3399,,  5566,,  5588,,  6611,,  6655,,  7788,,  7799,,  111188,,  112200,,  116622  

UUmmmmaa    44,,  116611  

UUtthhmmaann    3399,,  6600,,  6611,,  6644,,  6655,,  7777,,  116622  

——WW——  

WWoorrsshhiipp    7711,,  7744,,  9966  

——ZZ——  

ZZaabbuurr    5544,,  111100,,  116611  

ZZaakkaatt    110033,,  110077,,  112200,,  113333 
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NNaaiirroobbii::  UUzziimmaa  PPrreessss,,  11998888  
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MMuusslliimmss,,  11998899  
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MMoossqquuee  ((nnoo  yyeeaarr))  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aanndd  tthhee  JJeewwss  ooff  MMeeddiinnaa,,  bbyy  JJ..  WWeellllhhaauusseenn  &&  AA..  JJ..  WWeennssiinncckk,,  LLeeiiddeenn::  BBrriillll  11990088  ((rreepprriinntt  

BBeerrlliinn::  AAddiiyyookk  11998822))  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd,,  TThhee  PPrroopphheett  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  bbyy  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  MMoonnddeeoorr::  MMEERRCCSSAA,,  11999944  

MMuuhhaammmmaadd  aatt  MMeeddiinnaa,,  bbyy  WW..MM..  WWaatttt,,  OOxxffoorrdd::  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss,,  11995566  ((rreepprriinntt  11998811))  

MMuuhhaammmmaaddaann  FFeessttiivvaallss,,  bbyy  GG..  EE..  vvoonn  GGrruunneebbaauumm,,  LLoonnddoonn::  CCuurrzzoonn  PPrreessss  11995511,,  ((rreepprriinntt  11998811))  

MMiizzaannuu''ll  HHaaqqqq,,  bbyy  CC..  GG..  PPffaannddeerr,,  rreevviisseedd  aanndd  eennllaarrggeedd  bbyy  WW..  SStt..  CCllaaiirr  TTiissddaallll,,  LLoonnddoonn::  RReelliiggiioonnss  

TTrraacctt  SSoocciieettyy,,  11991100  
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NNeeww  LLiigghhtt  oonn  tthhee  LLiiffee  ooff  MMoohhaammmmeedd,,  bbyy  AA..  GGuuiillllaauummee,,  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  SSeemmiittiicc  SSttuuddiieess  NNoo..  11,,  

MMaanncchheesstteerr::  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss  ((nnoo  yyeeaarr))  

PPrroommiisseess  aammdd  PPrriinncciipplleess  ooff  MMuusslliimm  EEvvaannggeelliissmm,,  bbyy  GG..  NNeehhllss,,  NNaaiirroobbii::  LLCCAA,,  11999911  

RReessttee  AArraabbiisscchheenn  HHeeiiddeenntthhuummss,,  bbyy  JJ..  WWeellllhhaauusseenn,,  VVeerrllaagg  GGeeoorrgg  RReeiimmeerr  11888877  ((rreepprriinntt    BBeerrlliinn::  WWaalltteerr  

ddee  GGrruuyytteerr,,  11996611))  

SSaahhiihh  aall  BBuukkhhaarrii,,  HHaaddiitthh,,  99  vvoolluummeess,,  ttrraannssllaatteedd  bbyy  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  MMuusslliimm  KKhhaann,,  LLaahhoorree::  KKaazzii  PPuubbll..,,  

11997799  ((66tthh  eedd..  11998866))  

SSaahhiihh  MMuusslliimm,,  HHaaddiitthh,,  44  vvoolluummeess,,  ttrraannssll..  bbyy  AAbbdduull  HHaammiidd  SSiiddddiiqqii,,  LLaahhoorree::  SShh..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  AAsshhrraaff,,  

11998877  ((rreepprriinntt))  

SSaayyiinnggss  ooff  tthhee  AAyyaattoollllaahh  KKhhoommeeiinnii,,  ttrraannssll..  bbyy  HHaarroolldd  SSaalleemmssoonn,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk::  BBaannttaamm  11998800  

SShhoorrtteerr  EEnnccyyccllooppaaeeddiiaa  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  bbyy  HH..  AA..  RR..  GGiibbbb  aanndd  JJ..  HH..  KKrraammeerrss,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk::  CCoorrnneellll  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  

PPrreessss,,  11995533  

SSiinn  aanndd  AAttoonneemmeenntt  iinn  IIssllaamm  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy,,  bbyy  IIsskkaannddeerr  JJaaddeeeedd,,  VViillllaacchh::  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee  ((nnoo  yyeeaarr))  

SSiirraattuu’’ll  NNaabbii,,  bbyy  IIbbnn  llsshhaaqq  rreevviisseedd  bbyy  IIbbnn  HHiisshhaamm,,  ttrraannssll..  bbyy  AA..  GGuuiillllaauummee,,  KKaarraacchhii::  OOxxffoorrdd  PPrreessss,,  

11995555  ((99tthh  eedd..  11999900))  

SSoommee  RReemmaarrkkss  oonn  FFrreeee  WWiillll  aanndd  PPrreeddeessttiinnaattiioonn,,  bbyy  AA..  GGuuiillllaauummee,,  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  tthhee  RRooyyaall  AAssiiaattiicc  

SSoocciieettyy,,  JJaann..  11992244  

TTeexxttbbooookk  ooff  IIssllaamm  II,,  MM..  AA..  QQuurraaiisshhyy,,  NNaaiirroobbii::  TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  11998899  

TTeexxttbbooookk  ooff  IIssllaamm  IIII,,  MM..  AA..  QQuurraaiisshhyy,,  NNaaiirroobbii::  TThhee  IIssllaammiicc  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  11998899  

TThhee  BBiibbllee  --  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  oorr  WWoorrdd  ooff  MMaann??,,  bbyy  AA..SS..KK..  JJoooommaall,,  JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg,,  IIMMSS  PPuubbll..,,  11997766  

TThhee  CChhrriissttiiaann  WWiittnneessss  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  JJeessuuss  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss  11998888,,  441122pp..  

TThhee  CChhuurrcchh  iinn  AAffrriiccaa  ttaakkeess  nnoottee  ooff  tthhee  IIssllaammiicc  AAggeennddaa,,  LLCCAA  11999966,,  88pp..  

TThhee  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  QQuurr''aann,,  bbyy  JJoohhnn  BBuurrttoonn,,  CCaammbbrriiddggee::  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss,,  11997777  

TThhee  GGoossppeell  ooff  BBaarrnnaabbaass,,  ttrraannssllaatteedd  bbyy  LLoonnssddaallee  aanndd  LLaauurraa  RRaagggg,,  OOxxffoorrdd::  CCllaarreeddoonn  PPrreessss,,  11990077  

TThhee  GGrreeaatt  CCoommmmiissssiioonn,,  YYoouu  aanndd  tthhee  MMuusslliimmss,,  GGeerrhhaarrdd  NNeehhllss,,  LLCCAA  11999922,,  113355pp..  

TThhee  GGrreeaatt  DDeecceeppttiioonn,,  HHooww  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  ttrriieedd  ttoo  wwiinn  tthhee  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffoorr  IIssllaamm,,  AAbbdd  AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  

LLiiffee,,  11999955  117799pp..  

TThhee  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  tthhee  AArraabbss,,  bbyy  PP..KK..  HHiittttii,,  LLoonnddoonn::  MMaaccMMiillllaann  PPrreessss,,  11993377  ((1100tthh  rreepprriinntteedd  eedd..  11998800))  

TThhee  KKoorraann,,  wwiitthh  eexxppllaannaattoorryy  nnootteess  bbyy  GGeeoorrggee  SSaallee,,  22  vvoolluummeess,,  LLoonnddoonn::  JJ..  JJoohhnnssoonn,,  VVeerrnnoorr  &&  HHoooodd  eett  

aall..,,  11880011  

TThhee  LLiiffee  ooff  MMoohhaammmmeedd,,  bbyy  SSiirr  WW..  MMuuiirr,,  EEddiinnbbuurrgghh,,  JJ..  GGrraanntt,,  11992233::  NNeeww  YYoorrkk::  AAMMSS  PPrreessss,,  11997755  

TThhee  LLiigghhtt,,  bbyy  SSuullttaann  HHaaffiizz  AAbbddooooll,,  LLaahhoorree::  MM..  SSiirraajj--uudd--DDiinn  &&  SSoonnss,,  11997722  

TThhee  MMeeaanniinngg  ooff  tthhee  GGlloorriioouuss  KKoorraann,,  aann  eexxppllaannaattoorryy  ttrraannssllaattiioonn  bbyy  MM..  MM..  PPiicckktthhaallll,,  NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  

IIssllaammiicc  BBooookk  SSeerrvviiccee,,  11993300  ((eedd..  11998899))  

TThhee  MMoosslleemm  DDooccttrriinnee  ooff  GGoodd,,  bbyy  SS..  ZZwweemmeerr,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk::  AAmmeerriiccaann  TTrraacctt  SSoocciieettyy,,  11990055  

TThhee  OOccccuulltt  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  AAbbdd  AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee,,  4499pp..  

TThhee  OOrriiggiinn  ooff  IIssllaamm  iinn  iittss  CChhrriissttiiaann  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt,,  bbyy  RRiicchhaarrdd  BBeellll,,  LLoonnddoonn::  FFrraannkk  CCaassss  &&  CCoo..,,  

11996688  

TThhee  PPoossiittiioonn  ooff  WWoommeenn  iinn  IIssllaamm,,  HHaammaadduunn  DDaagghheerr,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee,,    

TThhee  PPrraayyeerr  ooff  tthhee  LLoosstt,,  AAbbdd  AAll--MMaassiihh,,  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee  11999933,,  112200pp..  

TThhee  PPrroopphheecciieess  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  QQuurr''aann,,  bbyy  QQ..JJ..  HHiinnggoorraa,,  LLaahhoorree,,  SShh..  MMuuhhaammmmaadd  AAsshhrraaff,,  11996644  

TThhee  QQuurr''aann,,  ttrraannssll..  bbyy  AArrtthhuurr  JJ..  AArrbbeerrrryy,,  LLoonnddoonn::  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  PPrreessss,,  11996644  

TThhee  QQuurr''aann  --  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurree  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  JJoohhnn  GGiillcchhrriisstt,,  MMoonnddeeoorr::  MMEERRCCSSAA,,  11999955,,  114477pp..  

TThhee  QQuurraann,,  wwiitthh  ccoommmmeennttaarryy  bbyy  YYuussuuff  AAllii,,  BBrreennttwwoooodd::  AAmmaannee  CCoorrppoorraattiioonn,,  11998899  
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TThhee  QQuurraann  aanndd  iittss  EExxeeggeessiiss,,  bbyy  HH..  GGaaeettjjee,,  LLoonnddoonn::  RRoouuttlleeddggee  &&  KKaaggaann  PPaauull,,  11997766  

TThhee  SSoouurrcceess  ooff  IIssllaamm,,  bbyy  WW..  SStt..CCllaaiirr--TTiissddaallll,,  ttrraannssll..  aanndd  aabbrriiddggeedd  bbyy  SSiirr  WW..  MMuuiirr,,  EEddiinnbbuurrhhgg::  LLiigghhtt  ooff  

LLiiffee,,  11990000  

WWaass  hhaatt  MMoohhaammmmeedd  aauuss  ddeemm  JJuuddeenntthhuummee  aauuffggeennoommmmeenn??,,  bbyy  AA..  GGeeiiggeerr,,  LLeeiippzziigg::  VVeerrllaagg  MM..  WW..  

KKaauuffmmaannnn,,  11990022  

WWhhaatt  HHaappppeennss  AAfftteerr  DDeeaatthh,,  bbyy  MMaauullaannaa  AAhhmmeedd  SSaaeeeedd,,  ttrraannssll..  bbyy  HHaanniiff  KKhhaann,,  BBoommbbaayy,,  11999933  ((22nndd  

rreevv..))  

WWhhoo  iiss  AAllllaahh  iinn  IIssllaamm??,,  bbyy  AAbbdd  aall--MMaassiihh,,  VViillllaacchh::  LLiigghhtt  ooff  LLiiffee  

WWhhoo  CCaarreess??,,  GGeerrhhaarrdd  NNeehhllss,,  NNaaiirroobbii::  LLCCAA,,  11998800  
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