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Chapter 1

COUNTDOWN TO GENOCIDE

The original inhabitants of Rwanda, the Twa Pygmies, were gradually displaced from 1000
AD onwards by migrating Hutu. The Hutu, in turn, came to be dominated by the Tutsi from

the 15th Century onwards. The Rwandan kingdom developed a feudal system similar to that



in Ethiopia and adopted the local institutions of the Hutu - the sacred fire, the royal drums,
divine kingship, the agricultural rituals and royal burial customs. The authority of the

Mwami (king) was far greater in Rwanda than in neighbouring Burundi.

Throughout the centuries the royal house, religious observances and the military tended to be
controlled by the Tutsi. Competition for land between the Hutu cultivators and Tutsi pastoralists

was often fierce.

From 1885 the German Empire occupied Rwanda until 1916 when the Belgians took over during
World War 1. At the end of the war, Rwanda and Burundi were mandated to the Belgians. The

Belgians continued the policy of indirect rule through the Mwami and his princes.

In 1959, following the death of Mwami Matara IlI, a ruthless Tutsi clan seized power. Their
repression led to a massive Hutu uprising. Over 100 000 Tutsi were massacred by the Hutu mobs
and many thousands more fled into neighbouring countries along with the new Mwami. The
Belgians stood by and allowed centuries of Tutsi rule to be brought to an abrupt and violent end.
At independence in 1962 a Hutu government came to power. As some Tutsi resisted these
changes the Hutu unleashed reprisals which slaughtered thousands of Tutsi. A further outbreak
of killings of Tutsi erupted in 1967. In 1973, Major General Juvenal Habyarimana led a military

coup to overthrow the government.

Habyarimana was the first Northern Hutu to rule Rwanda. Northern Hutu had long regarded the
Southern Hutu as too closely associated with the Tutsi and criticised them for their failure to
pursue a true Hutu republic. The more extreme Northern Hutu even regarded the Southern
Hutu as barely distinguishable from Tutsi. This explains why almost all the Hutu targeted for

execution in April 1994 were leaders from the South.

In October 1990 Tutsi discontent at the pattern of discrimination against them exploded into the
open. Over 5000 well-armed Tutsi rebels of the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF) invaded the
North of Rwanda from their refugee camps in Uganda. Two days later, at Habyarimana's request,

France, Belgium and Zaire flew in troops to repulse the RPF.

With this international support the Rwandese army (FAR) went on the rampage against Tutsis in
general and any Hutu "suspected" of collaborating with the rebels. Thousands were shot or
hacked to death and countless others indiscriminately arrested in round-ups and herded into

football stadiums or jails. .



Approximately 10 000 people were detained without trial and held in abysmal conditions. Many
were subjected to torture. Many died of starvation in prison. Those who could, fled to Uganda.
Zairese troops joined in the killing and looting with enthusiasm. The French troops played a
decisive role in halting the RPF advance. They manned roadblocks, assisted in artillery assaults

and provided training and advice to the FAR.

A cease-fire was finally agreed to by 29 March 1991. The agreement included an end to
hostilities, the withdrawal of foreign troops, the establishment of a neutral military observer
group to monitor adherence to the cease-fire, an end to hostile media propaganda and the
opening of political dialogue. The MRND government began violating their side of this

agreement almost immediately.

The Protocol on Power Sharing was followed by a crackdown on political opposition parties.
Inflammatory rhetoric denigrating the opposition continued to pour from the state-controlled
media. Reports by the Rwandese Association for the Defence of Human Rights (ARDHO) (Dec
1992) and the International Commission of Inquiry into Human Rights Violations in Rwanda
(March 1993) accused the MRND government of complicity in the murder of 2 000 citizens. The
response of the MRND was to detain some of the witnesses and harass one of the Rwandese

interpreters until he committed suicide.

The political deadlock was broken by a renewed outbreak of the war in December 1992 and
January 1993. A rapid advance by the RPF towards Kigali was halted once again only by French
troops. After a month of fighting, a new cease- fire was agreed upon and a fresh round of
negotiations began. The result was the Arusha Accords signed on 4 August 1993. The protocols
agreed upon included: the rule of law, power sharing, return of refugees and integration of the
armed forces. It also provided for the creation of a United Nations Assistance Mission for
Rwanda (UNAMIR) to oversee the implementation of the Accords. In addition, a 600 strong
battalion of the RPF was to be stationed in Kigali to provide security for the RPF members of the

transitional cabinet and parliament.

The Arusha Accords promised peace, justice, democracy and reconciliation. Yet it also spelled
the end of the one party rule of the MRND. At this point the countdown to the assassination of

Habyarimana and the genocide against the Tutsis began.

"o

Radio RTLM began to denigrate all Tutsi as "foreigners”, "Hamitic invaders”, "Cockroaches”,

"Racial supremicists like Hitler's Nazi's", who needed to be "returned to Ethiopia” by having their



bodies thrown into the Nyabarongo River. Wild rumours were recklessly spread by RTLM

accusing the Tutsis of sinister plots.

Radical Hutus went so far as to twist the Bible and abuse the churches as a platform to propagate
their hatred. A new "Ten Commandments” was published in Kangura. This bizarre and
blasphemous document forbade any Hutu to marry, befriend or even employ a Tutsi. It forbade
business partnerships, borrowing from or lending to Tutsis. It bluntly asserted: "every Mututsi is
dishonest” and "The Rwandese Armed Forces should be exclusively Hutu" and "The Bahutu should

stop having mercy on the Batutsi".

Often quoted was the assertion that the Bible instructs you to kill a snake and "all the Tutsis are
snakes”. "If you are struck on one cheek you should strike your adversary back so hard on both

cheeks that he will never get up again”, taught Dr. Mugesera of the MRND.

It may be somewhat normal to find such fanatical extremism on the fringes of society, but in
Rwanda this extremist ideology was being propagated by top leaders of the MRND government

and the Anglican and Roman Catholic hierarchies.

Popular poet and song writer, Simon Bikindi, composed songs which provoked Hutus to hate
their Tutsi neighbours. Extremists toured the country to incite racial hatred against the Tutsi.
New terms were popularised: “clearing the brush”, which originally referred to clearing land for
cultivation, came to mean killing Tutsis. "Interahamwe", which used to mean communal work
parties, now came to mean mobs who would hunt out and kill the Tutsi. Even the term "work"

itself now came to mean the task of "killing™!

These few quotes from Dr. Leon Mugesera (a vice- president of the MRND in the prefecture of
Gisenyi) are representative: “The Tutsi are inyenzis” (cockroaches); "What are we waiting for to
decimate these families . . .?"; "they have no right to live among us . . ."; "eliminate these people . . .";
"Destroy them. No matter what you do, do not let them get away”. Mugesera, who had a key role

in inciting the genocide, later fled to Canada.

In addition to using the national Radio Rwanda, as a propaganda platform, the MRND
extremists set up a private broadcasting station: Radio T,l,vision Libre des Milles Collines
(RTLM). The RTLM was hardly a commercial success, but the MRND found it politically
profitable and so Habyarimana and his inner circle poured vast amounts of money in to keep

RTLM broadcasting. The RTLM played a leading role in inciting the genocide. It manufactured



inflammatory stories and twisted all news to have an anti-Tutsi angle: "They are cockroaches from
cockroaches who speak for cockroaches”; "the Tutsis need to be killed"; "hunt out the Tutsi..."; "Who
will fill the half empty graves?”; "take your spears, clubs, guns, swords, stones, everything, sharpen
them, hack them, those enemies, those cockroaches...”; "like a mad dog you have to beat it up, and

up and up..."

By totally dominating the mass media, the Hutu extremists were able to mould minds and fill
them with hatred and a lust for blood. Studying the public speeches and broadcasts of Rwandese
government officials makes it clear that the MRND ruling party planned and promoted the
systematic annihilation of the Tutsi minority from as early as 1990. The pattern of the killings
also reveals that the massacres were meticulously organised in advance. The killings were

definitely not a spontaneous outburst, but were the result of instructions from the highest level.

Hutu soldiers of the Rwandese Armed Forces (FAR).

The genocidal orders were simultaneously passed through the administrative and military
hierarchies of the MRND government. Vast numbers of local administrators, soldiers,

gendarmes, judges, school teachers, doctors and nurses were involved in the systematic slaughter.

The Arusha Accords had set in motion a political process which would deprive the Hutu
extremists of their one-party control of power and would bring to an end their status as being

above the law. Therefore the MRND began to orchestrate a strategy to derail the peace process.



Death squads began to kill opposition leaders. Everything possible was done to destabilise the
political process and terrorise opposition parties. The installation of the new interim government
was repeatedly postponed. When, finally, internal and external pressure convinced President
Habyarimana that these incessant delaying tactics had to stop and the Arusha Accords had to be

implemented at once, the countdown to the genocide was begun.

As President Habyarimana returned from the sub- regional summit on 6 April 1994, at the
Kilimanjaro Hotel in Dar es Salaam (which had been attended by the Presidents of Tanzania,
Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi; the Vice President of Kenya and the Secretary General of the
OAU), it was clear that the MRND's days of one party rule in Rwanda were over. The
momentum created by domestic opposition groups and from all of Rwanda's neighbours and

overseas donors was apparently unstoppable.

The Hutu extremists now saw President Habyarimana's capitulation at the Dar es Salaam summit
as a threat to their own agenda. As the Presidential Aircraft approached Kigali airport at 8:30 pm

on 6 April it was shot down.

Three missiles were fired at the President's Mystere Falcon aircraft (supplied by France). Two
missiles exploded and the plane crashed in the grounds of the Presidential Palace. There were no

SUrvivors.

Belgium troops with UNAMIR identified the missiles as having been fired from the (FAR)
military base at Konombe. All on board the aircraft were killed. This included President
Habyarimana and the newly chosen President of Burundi, Cyprien Ntariyamira. The
assassination not only effectively derailed the peace process, it provided a pretext to launch the

"final solution to the Tutsi problem”.

Chapter 2

A TIME OF MADNESS

Just before dawn on Wednesday 13 April 1994, Hutu soldiers of the Presidential Guard
kicked in the doors of a church east of Kigali. Inside were hundreds of Tutsi Christians

huddled together in prayer.



The Hutu soldiers tossed handgrenades into the packed congregation and opened fire with
machine guns. They then systematically slaughtered the survivors with machetes, spears, clubs
and bullets. Before the sun rose, about 1 200 Tutsi church goers had been massacred. Most of the

dead were children.

On the weekend of April 22-24, Hutu soldiers attacked the hospital in Butare. Dr. Ronny
Zacharias of M,decins Sans Fronti,res (MSF) reported that about 300 Tutsi patients were
wrenched out of their beds and systematically executed in a nearby field. "state of complete
anarchy prevails. This is genocide,” he said. MSF then withdrew their staff from Southern
Rwanda: "All the patients at the hospital were butchered and all our local staff.”

In Kigali, 11 nuns and 8 priests were hacked to death in their mission station. A Red Cross
ambulance was stopped at a military checkpoint in Kigali and six wounded Tutsi patients were
dragged out and bayoneted or shot to death. The International Committee of the Red Cross
announced that 30 of their Rwandan Red Cross workers had been murdered and they were

therefore suspending operations in Rwanda.

Over 500 000 people - mostly Tutsi - were massacred in the three months after the presidents of
Burundi and Rwanda were blown up. It was the first incident in modern history when the

presidents of two nations were assassinated together.

Presidents Cyrien Ntaryamira of Burundi and Javenal Habyarimana of Rwanda were both
members of the majority Hutu tribe. Yet, while the military blamed the minority Tutsi tribe for
the assassinations, the Belgium military team in Kigali concluded that it was the Hutu dominated

Rwandan Army which rocketed the aircraft.

The Hutu Presidential Guard were clearly angered at the plans to include Tutsis in the

government.

President Ntaryamira had been installed as head of state of Burundi after the first Hutu president
Melchior Ndadaye was assassinated by troops from the Tutsi dominated Army of Burundi.
Between 50 000 and 100 000 Tutsis were massacred in revenge after that failed coup attempt in

Burundi. Burundi has had seven violent changes of government since independence in 1962.

In Burundi, the Tutsi made up 15% and the Hutu 80% of the total population of six million. The
small number of Pygmies have been despised and mistreated by both Hutus and Tutsis. 75% of

the inhabitants of Burundi are Roman Catholic and 16% are Protestant. Muslims make up 1% in



Burundi and 10% in Rwanda. However, with lavish financial support from Libya, the Muslim

community has been growing.

In Rwanda, the Tutsi made up 10% and the Hutu 87% of the total population of eight million.
62% of the inhabitants are Roman Catholic and 20% Protestant.

From the 1930s through the 1950s Rwanda and Burundi had been swept by a remarkable
spiritual revival. Tragically, that spiritual fervour was lost by the subsequent generations of
compromise. In Burundi persecution by the Libyan backed regime during the 1980s led to a
renewal of spiritual devotion in some churches. The 1994 carnage, however, confirmed the
catastrophic results of spiritual complacency and compromise mixed with witchcraft, marxism

and radical Islam.

The Akanyaru River, which divides the countries of Rwanda and Burundi, has traditionally
marked the sanctuary line for refugees fleeing the opposite tribe's rule. After the massacres in

1994 the river ran red with blood and was choked with thousands of human corpses.

One relief worker described the mind-numbing sight: "First came the corpses of the men and elder
boys, killed trying to defend their sisters and mothers. Then came the women and girls, flushed out
from their hiding places and slaughtered. Last came the babies."

Within a month, more Tutsis had been slaughtered in Rwanda than the total combined death toll
from ex-Yugoslavia, Croatia, Bosnia and Somalia over the previous four years! Even before the
conflict began, Rwanda and Burundi were among the world's poorest countries, officially among
the 20 poorest nations of the world. Then these Central African republics were spiraling beyond
the violent pattern of Ethiopia, Somalia and Sudan. In a single 24 hour period a quarter of a
million Rwandese (mostly Tutsis) had fled across the border into Tanzania. A total of two million

fled their homes in the months following the massacres .

Western missionaries and relief workers, who were evacuated from the chaos, testified of the
stunning savagery. Marauding bands of Hutu men armed with whistles, machetes, clubs and
machine guns prowled the streets hunting for Tutsis. When they spotted some suspect, the
whistles were blown and the murderous mobs converged on the victim. These death squads were

known as the interahamwe.



A flood tide of death: corpses fill the Akanvaru River.

Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda, became a ghetto for genocide. Thousands of severed heads and
limbs littered the streets. No matter how many bodies the relief workers removed, many more

decaying corpses filled the streets. Endless rows of mutilated bodies lay in pools of blood.

One American school teacher, Theresa Scimeni, recalled the time of terror before she and her
family were rescued. "We heard each of the houses near us attacked in turn. There would be firing,
screams, then silence. Then a few minutes later the men would move to the next house, and it

would start all over again and again.”

Belgium, France, Italy and the USA flew in military rescue teams to evacuate their foreign
nationals. In the process 10 Belgian soldiers were murdered. The Belgians were attempting to
escort the (Tutsi) Prime Minister. When they were stopped by a Rwandese army patrol on April
6 they were requested to hand over their weapons. Unbelievably, the Belgians complied. They
were then tortured and mutilated. The Hutu soldiers used machetes to chop up the Belgians

starting with their feet and hands.

Belgian UN peacekeepers later said that they were disgusted with their mission in Rwanda. Many

of them had witnessed massacres of civilians without being able to intervene because the UN



rules of engagement allowed them to only fire in self-defence! In retrospect they didn't even do

that.

Hutu soldiers and interahamwe regularly arrived at the Kigali sports stadium where thousands of
Tutsis were being kept under UN protection. Then they would present lists of Tutsis they

wanted. They hauled away hundreds of Tutsi professionals and intellectuals named on their lists.

These Tutsis were then executed. The UN troops stood by - obeying their orders not to intervene.

A harvest of horror litters the killing fields of Rwanda.
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Tutsi survivor stands amidst the remains of her community.

At another place 13 Red Cross workers and 21 Tutsi orphans were murdered. Several Hutu

ministers were buried alive for giving refuge to Tutsis.

Remarkably, however, there was no similar massacre of Hutus in Tutsi controlled areas. One UN
peacekeeping official acknowledged that: “The Tutsi have shown remarkable restraint - there's
been no ethnic cleansing in the Tutsi areas. They are not doing the kind of killing that the

. . ”
government is doing.

Understandably, however, the Tutsis in the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF) launched a desperate
offensive to seize Kigali and protect those who had managed to survive. RPF rebels maintained a

fierce mortar bombardment to weaken the Hutu FAR army's resolve to resist.

Despite strenuous Western diplomatic attempts to bring about a cease-fire and negotiations, the
RPF consistently refused to dialogue with “a clique of murderers”. The best hope for Rwanda
seemed to be the successful takeover of the country by the (Tutsi) rebels, who vowed to stop the

bloodshed. The RPF also pledged not to retaliate against the Hutus.



After an incredible whirlwind military campaign, the victims had become the victors as the RPF

siezed control of the country.

Meanwhile, nearly two million homeless Rwandans had fled and were living in overcrowded and
unsanitary refugee camps. Malarial mosquitoes swarmed amongst those in the low-lying areas,
while those in the mountains were drenched in the rainy season. The racking coughs of
pneumonia and tuberculosis echoed through those camps. Typhoid, dysentery and cholera

threatened all the refugees.

Yet even in those camps, the Tutsi communities showed surprising cohesion and a positive
attitude. Church services were very well-attended and an overwhelming sense of gratitude for
being alive - for having escaped from the killing fields of Rwanda and survived - was evident.
Most of these Tutsi refugees soon returned to Rwanda while Hutus fearing revenge fled from

Rwanda.

Chapter 3

THE ANTI-CHRISTIAN HOLOCAUST

The holocaust in Rwanda was widely reported. However, the anti-Christian frenzy of the
Hutu mobs seemed to have been generally ignored. So too was the influence of witchcraft,

marxism and Islam in fermenting the Hutu hatred.

In Kibungo, 2 800 Tutsi believers who had gathered in a church were slaughtered by Hutu
Interahamwe mobs using grenades, machine guns, machetes and rockets. Only 40 members of

the congregation escaped.



Over 1 000 Tutsis were massacred inside this cathedral in Nvarubuve

At Cyahinda, only 200 survived a massacre of 6000 Tutsi who had taken refuge in a church. At
Kibeho, another 4 000 were massacred in a church. In a church in Mibirizi another 2 000 were

killed. In a church in Shangi - 4 000 were murdered. At Rukara - 500 were killed in a church.

What became clear was that the massacres had been planned for months in advance. The
Presidential Guard (GP) and other elements of the Hutu (FAR) army had since 1992 been
training members of the political party in the ("those who attack as one") how to kill large
numbers of the minority Tutsi most efficiently. The Interahamwe were part of the MRND party
of the late president Juvenal Habyarimana. These mobs were then armed by the FAR.

The MRND radio station, Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM), had maintained a campaign of hate-

filled propaganda against the minority Tutsi people who were named as “traitors” and "enemies”



who “deserved to die.” Throughout the weeks of mass murder the radio incited the Hutu listeners
to genocide, encouraging them to "fill the half-empty graves” with Tutsi men, women and
children.

By the time the Rwandese Patriotic Front had chased the Hutu military and mobs out of Rwanda,
over 500 000 people had been killed. By then two million Hutu had fled the country, many in
response to the RTLM radio urging all Hutu to leave the country and join their government and

army in exile.

Another shocking aspect of this time of madness was that, on a smaller scale, trial run genocidal
campaigns had been practised in Rwanda in October 1990, January-February 1991, March 1992
and December 1992 - February 1993. In those localised mass murder sprees the MRND
government mobs had killed thousands of Tutsi and learned valuable lessons in how to organise
an improved nationwide genocide. The reactions (or the lack of them) of the international

community to these atrocities were also carefully monitored.

When the Presidential Guard and the Interahamwe launched their "final solution” on 6 April
1994 they concentrated on the capital, Kigali. The international community responded by
evacuating foreign nationals. Encouraged by this retreat the Hutu leaders then expanded their

genocide campaign throughout the country.

For the first two weeks of the slaughter the southern province of Butare remained calm and free
from violence. The Hutu and Tutsi had lived peacefully together in Butare for centuries. Then on
19 April the Tutsi governor, Jean-Baptiste Habyolimana, was removed and units of the
Presidential Guard flew into Butare airport. The massacres then began immediately. Huge pits
were dug and filled with burning tyres. Thousands of people were then systematically thrown
(generally alive) into the burning pits. The killings continued day and night for the next three

days. A dense network of roadblocks were set up to catch any fleeing survivors.

During this incredible campaign of coldblooded mass murder the international community
failed to act decisively. Had the 2 500 UNAMIR troops in Rwanda taken prompt and firm action
to suppress the initial violence, the entire holocaust might have been prevented. Instead, on April
21, the UN Security Council refused to admit that genocide against the Tutsi was taking place.
They voted instead to withdraw the majority of the UNAMIR force!



By mid-May the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights undertook a fact finding tour of
Rwanda and Burundi. In his report he condemned the violence, but failed to identify either the
culprits or the primary victims! Neither did he describe the killings as genocide. At a June 22
Security Council meeting, the UN was still unwilling to recognise that the Hutu MRND
government was guilty. Instead they supported the unilateral inteNention by France into

Rwanda.

For many years, France supported the Habyarimana regime. French troops even assisted the
Rwandan army in their campaigns against the RPF in October 1990 and again in February 1993.
France continued to strongly support the Rwandan army through the genocide of April/May
1994 even supplying weapon shipments to the mass murderers. Many Rwandese saw the French
inteNention as a rescue mission for the Rwandese (FAR) army and MRND murderers. In effect,

the French army actually protected the killers from receiving justice at the hands of the RPF.

As one relief aid worker in Zaire said: "All the criminals are now in these refugee camps. Casting
these refugees purely as victims reflects a lack of moral memory. These are the people responsible for
most of the murders!” Even in the refugee camps the hatred continued with Hutu mobs attacking

Tutsis and beating them to death.

Dr. Alain Destexhe, Secretary General of MSF, was quoted in Time (31 Oct 94) as saying:
"Normally, refugees are people who are persecuted. But here we are not dealing with classic
refugees. We are dealing with people responsible for genocide. We should recognise that and we

should not be strengthening these leaders”.

Francois Karera, as prefect of Kigali, was one of the key organisers of the genocide. Now he was
director of food distribution for the Rwandan Refugee Social Affairs committee in Goma. The 30

000 FAR soldiers in Goma were clearly living well, hoarding and selling the relief aid.

By way of contrast, most of the elderly, the women and the children were suffering from
malnutrition. The former MRND government were re-creating a replica of their defeated regime

in the refugee camps - with international aid.

Several relief workers recalled that foreign aid for Cambodian refugees on the Thai border, in the
late 1970s, enabled the defeated Khmer Rouge of Pol Pot to survive and live to fight another day
in that land where they had annihilated a third of the population.



"This is a classic environment for guerilla incursions”, observed Captain Declan O'Brien, an Irish
Army logistics specialist in Goma. The international relief aid was being hijacked by those guilty
of genocide and they would be using it to re-establish themselves and launch future military

attacks on Rwanda.

"Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction
and misery are in their ways; and the way of peace they have not known. There is no fear of God

before their eyes.” Romans 3: 14-18

Chapter 4

THE ROLE OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS

No words could adequately convey the shocking impact of seeing a church building filled with
corpses! No photographs could communicate the foreboding silence, the overpowering smell

of death and the continuous buzzing of flies at this massacre site.

Carnage in the Church

The victims of this atrocity at Ntarama have been left basically as they were after the massacre on
22 April 1994. Well over 1 200 people - mostly women and children - were slaughtered within
the walls of this church building. An estimated total of 6 000 were killed in surrounding Sunday
School classes, at a nearby school and throughout the bush surrounding it. The survivors
described how the Hutu soldiers had first thrown grenades into the church. Then the
interahamwe had moved into the packed congregation with machetes, chopping off limbs and

heads. Some survived by hiding under corpses and pretending to be dead themselves .

The church at Ntarama has been left untouched as an appropriate monument to the unbelievable
horrors of the anti- Christian holocaust of April/May 1994 in Rwanda. Human skulls litter the
altar. Skulls and bones are piled high outside the church building. Skeletons and clothing cover
the entire floor space of the church. The charred remains of others are visible inside the burnt out

Sunday School classrooms a few meters away from the church.

During my previous 14 years as a missionary to the persecuted churches, I had seen some horrific
atrocities - particularly in Mozambique and Angola. But nothing could compare with the

enormity of this atrocity. The scope and intensity of the genocide in Rwanda was unique. Well



over half a million people - mainly Tutsi Christians - were slaughtered within the first six weeks -

most with machetes, spears and clubs. And more Rwandese died in churches than anywhere else.

Bloodied, desecrated and looted, it is the church buildings which speak most eloquently of the
horrific carnage that ravaged Rwanda. Bloodstained altars, bullet ridden doors and shattered
windows bear testimony to the hatred. Splattered with blood, blackened by fire, shattered by
blasts of hand grenades - virtually every room in every church testifies to the time of mass
murder. The churches of Ntarama, Shangi, Rukara, Cyahinda, Karama, Kibeho and Gishamvu

and hundreds of others were sites of massacres.

Filled with dismembered skeletons and decomposed bodies, Ntarama Church is a monument

to the anti-Christian holocaust of April/May 1994.

Christian Traitors

The killers did not merely kill people in churches, they killed church workers - pastors, ministers,
priests and nuns. However, the most shocking aspect of the anti-Christian mass murder was how
many of the people responsible for the slaughter were trusted members of the congregations. On

many occasions even priests, nuns and ministers were directly involved in the genocide!



Rwanda has been described as "the most Catholic country in Africa”. Eighty percent of the
Rwandese claimed to be Christians (62% Roman Catholic). Rwanda has also been described as
"one of the jewels in the crown of charismatic Christianity." It is one of Africa's most evangelised
nations where tens of thousands were reported to have been "baptised in the Spirit" at mass

evangelistic crusades!

The disgraceful complicity of so many church leaders in the Rwandese genocide has prompted
much soul searching and reflection by Christian missionaries: How could the churches have

failed so dismally in Rwanda?

The Roman Catholic Archbishop, Monsignor Vincent Nsengigumva was also a member of the
Central Committee of the ruling MRND government for 14 years. The Archbishop
conspicuously failed to challenge any of the many injustices perpetrated by the Rwandese

government, including the murder of dissident priests.

The Anglican Church has a similar disgraceful record with most of its bishops supportive of the
regime. The Anglican Archbishop Augustin Nshamihigo was particularly close to President

Habyarimana. "Even the most senior members of the Anglican church were acting as errand boys
for political masters who have preached murder and filled the rivers with blood.” (The Observer 3

July 1994).

The Baptists, among the Burundi refugees in the south of the country, also strongly supported

Habyarimana.

Not only did most religious leaders fail to condemn the government promoted hatred, but they
neglected to provide any solace and support to the victims. Instead, many of the most senior
church leaders went out of their way to publicly support the architects of genocide. Their betrayal
has profoundly affected Christians in Rwanda. The 1 200 page report by African Rights provides

exhaustive documentation:

Father Thaddee Rusingizandekwe was seen leading groups of killers at Kibeho. He personally

shot refugees at his parish.

Father Anaclet Sebahinde led groups of militia up the mountains of Huye in search of refugees.

He personally was involved in the murder of eight priests and eight nuns in Butare.



Father Athanase Nyandwi participated in the massacres at Kaduha. He profited from the refugees
by selling them rice stocks freely donated by Caritas. He also stole the vehicle of the murdered

priest Vianney Niyirema.
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Piles of skulls outside the Ntarama Church bear testimony to the genocide.

Two thousand people are estimated to have died in the church of Nyange on 15 April. One of the
men who drove one of the bulldozers which flattened the crowded building was arrested. He
identified Father Abbe Serumba as the organiser who paid him and the other drivers for their

"work'".

The President of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda, Michael Twagirayesu, was accused of

inciting the killings in Kibuye. He had since fled to Kenya.

The President of the Adventists in Kibuye, Elsaphane Ntakirutimana, was accused of organising
the massacre at the Adventist Church in Ngoma. He encouraged Adventist pastors to seek refuge
at the church in Ngoma. He is accused of having then brought the gendarmes (police) to the
church. When the sixty pastors, and their families, sought his help he refused their appeal. "You



die like men, not like children"” was his reported response. He fled to the United States after the
RPF victory.

Courage and Compassion

By the grace of God one can also point to hundreds of testimonies of courage and compassion by
pastors and missionaries who hid the fugitives, protected the vulnerable, tended the wounded,
reassured the terrified, fed the hungry, took in abandoned children, confronted the authorities
and provided comfort to the heartbroken. In the midst of a genocide launched with the full
authority of the state and with the apparent support of church hierarchies, it must have taken
extraordinary courage for those Christians who risked everything to help their hunted
neighbours. These heroes deserve to have books written and films made about their courageous

exploits amidst the horrific holocaust.

Courage and compassion is what one would expect from Christian leaders in any time of crisis. It

is compromise and cowardice which has no place in any church which claims to serve Christ.

The Curse of Compromise

At a public seminar "Revivalism and Ethnic Conflict: Questions from the Rwandan Tragedy", held
at the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, some serious issues were raised. One Catholic bishop
declared: "The Christian message was not being heard. We have to begin again because our best

catechists, those who filled our churches, were the first to go out with machetes in their hands.”



An orphanage in the Baptist Theological College in Butare.

There are an estimated 300 000 orphans in Rwanda.

Rev. Roger Bowen of the Mid-Africa Ministry noted that while the East African revival contained
many valuable emphasis, it failed to teach the "whole counsel of God. People were keener to pass on
the blessing than give systematic instruction in the Faith. Testimony became a substitute for
Biblical teaching.” In his opinion the churches had a limited doctrine of sin. It was confined to
private morality, "don't lie, drink, smoke or commit adultery”, but had "no understanding of
structural evil or corporate sin manifest in genocide.” The result was a naive support for those in
power based upon a superficial and selective reading of Romans 13. The church failed to exercise

"critical awareness" and discernment.

Bishop Emmanuel Kolini commented: "One of the problems was lack of teaching on how the
Scriptures could be applied to social and political questions. Some missionaries taught that politics

was a ditty game and the Christian duty was to escape it.”

Tharcisse Gatwa, the General Secretary of the Bible Society of Rwanda, lamented that: "Human

rights were never on the churches' agenda."”



Rev. Alan Nichols of World Vision Australia concluded that the Rwanda holocaust reflects upon
Christian missionaries from the West offering “cheap grace” and "easy believism"” which does not

actually bring about true conversions.

Even secular journalists have expressed their disgust at how senior church leaders could try to
justify the genocide. Jean Helene of Le Monde wrote: “There wasn't the slightest trace of collective

guilt, not even among the Christian clergy.”

A Methodist minister in the Ngara refugee camp was quoted as saying: "The militias had certainly
some reasons for doing what they did.” A Roman Catholic priest in Hanika said that he would
prefer to forget the massacre at his church (where thousands of Tutsi were killed). "I do not know
who the attackers were, or how many were killed", he concluded: "Part of the population felt

threatened by the other part and were forced to defend themselves”!

Rev. Jorg Zimmerman of the United Evangelical Mission was deeply disturbed by what he
witnessed in the refugee camps: "I hardly heard or saw signs of reflection about the roots of the
tragedy . . . the issue of the responsibility of the church was never raised. Disturbing questions
about the lack of critical involvement in society or the limits of an inward looking faith without
any social dimensions were consciously or unconsciously avoided ... Rwanda has to be re-

evangelised quite differently if we do not want such carnages to come back regularly.”

The comprehensive report on the genocide by African Rights makes the following observation:
"The genocide in Rwanda has dramatically shown up the moral and spiritual bankruptcy of the
hierarchies of all the major churches. Through sins of omission and commission, the church has
forfeited the trust that millions of Rwandese had placed in it. The principled and courageous
actions of so many pastors who tried to resist the killings may have convinced ordinary Rwandese
that Christian values of solidarity, truth and love do still exist - but these values are strikingly

absent in the churches as institutions.”

The shocking collaboration of so many religious leaders with the mass murderers in Rwanda
should force us to re- evaluate what we mean by "Christian” and "minister”. The Bible clearly
distinguishes between religion and a relationship with God through Christ. The Lord Jesus
taught:

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord’ shall enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father in Heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord' ... And then I



will declare to them, "I never knew you, depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!" "

Matthew 7:21-23

"He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now ... he who hates
his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because

the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 1 John 2:9-11

"Whoever hates his brother is a murderer and you know that no murderer has eternal life

abiding in him". 1 John 3:15

Therefore one should distinguish between those who call themselves Christians and those whom
God recognises as His people. Having our name on the church membership roll is of no use if
our name does not appear in the Lamb's Book of Life. Jesus Christ warned us of false prophets
and taught that we should look at the fruit of any life to identify whether it evidences the saving

grace of God or not.

There is no doubt in my mind that the perpetrators of these massacres were unregenerate. The
scandal is that there was such a lack of spiritual discernment and church discipline that such
wicked people could rise to the leadership of religious organisations which presume to call

themselves churches.

"He who hates, disguises it with his lips, and lays up deceit within himself,- when he speaks
kindly, do not believe him ... though his hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness will be
revealed...” Proverbs 26:24-26



Primitive instruments of genocide. More people were killed with machetes in Rwanda

than have died from atomic weapons in all of history.

Chapter 5

DOCTORS OF DEATH

The medical fraternity and educationalists face a similar dilemma as thousands of teachers,

nurses and doctors participated in the mass murder of their pupils and patients.

As those wounded in the massacres sought medical attention the killers followed them and
turned the hospitals into places of slaughter. In Kibuye, for example, survivors from the
massacres in the local churches fled to the hospital hoping that they would find safety there.
However, some of the medical staff of Kibuye Hospital led the interahamwe into the rooms
where the refugees were hiding. Medical staff members also directly participated in the killings of
Tutsi patients. In Kibuye the prostitutes were also mobilised to kill the Tutsi children.



A bullet-riddled ambulance. Over 7 000 corpses were found in Kigali Central Hospital.

In Gitesi most of the Tutsi gathered in churches were massacred on 17 April. Most of the
refugees who had fled to the stadium were killed on the 1Bth and, on the 19th April, the hospital
in Gitesi was attacked. As one survivor testified: "The hospital became even more of a free-for-all.

They no longer bothered with identity cards. They relied on looks. If you were tall you died. You








































































