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Old Testament Survey Peter Hammond

INTRODUCTION
The GREATEST BOOK in the WORLD

This Old Testament Survey is the first part of our Bible Survey. It has taken
three years to produce. The messages on each Book of the Old Testament,
as presented to Livingstone Fellowship are also available in an Audio and
Data MP3 boxset. God willing, in two years we should be able to also offer the
New Testament Survey.

One cannot speak of the Bible without speaking in superlatives. It is the most
widely read book in the world. It is the most translated book in all of history.
It has continued to be the number one best-selling book in all of history. It is
the most valuable book in the world.

There is no question that it is the most life-changing book ever written.

The Foundation of Western Civilization

The impact of the Bible upon Western civilization has been absolutely
enormous. Western civilization is founded upon the Bible. Professor William
Phelps of Yale observed: “Our civilization is founded upon the Bible. More of
our ideas, our wisdom, our philosophy, our literature, our art, our ideals come
from the Bible than from all other books combined.”

The Bible has inspired the greatest literature, the greatest art, the greatest
achievements of architecture (the Cathedrals), the age of exploration, world
missions, the rule of law, the separation of powers, checks and balances,
representative government, the sanctity of life, and so much more.

It is to the Bible that we owe our legacy of the rule of law. It is the Bible that
ushered in an era of compassion, charity, liberty and justice. The Ten
Commandments are the moral and legal foundation of Western civilization.

Most of the world’s languages were written down by Christian missionaries.
The first book in most languages in the world was the Bible.

Educationalist Noah Webster declared: “The Bible is the chief moral cause of
all that is good, and the best corrective of all that is evil, in human society; the
best Book for regulating the temporal concerns of men, and the only Book that
can serve as an infallible guide...the principles of genuine liberty, and of wise
laws and administrations, are to be drawn from the Bible and sustained by it’s
authority. The man therefore who weakens, or destroys, the Divine authority of
that Book may be accessory to all the public disorders that society is doomed to
suffer...” Even Napoleon Bonaparte admitted: “The Bible is no mere book, but
a living power that conquers all that oppose it.”
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The Foundation of Modern Science

All of the great pioneer scientists who laid the foundations of modern physics,
astronomy, calculus, dynamics, oceanography, anesthesiology, and every
other branch of science, confirmed the Bible as the foundation and inspiration
for their work. This included Johannes Kepler, Francis Bacon, Galileo Galilei,
Isaac Newton, Karl van Linnius, Charles Babbage, Blaise Pascal, Samuel
Morse, Matthew Fonteine Maury, James Simpson, George Washington
Carver, and many, many more.

Sir Michael Faraday, one of the greatest scientists of all time, who discovered
electromagnetic induction and invented the generator, observed: “The Bible,
and it alone, with nothing added to it nor taken away from it by man, is the sole
and sufficient guide for each individual, at all times and in all circumstances. ..
Faith in the Divinity and work of Christ is a gift of God, and evidence of this
faith is obedience to the commandments of Christ.”

The Rule of Law

The foundations of the Common Law were made by King Alfred the Great of
England who introduced his code with the Ten Commandments, the Case
Laws of Exodus, The Golden Rule of Christ, and other Biblical principles. The
Magna Carta of 1215 was the first statute, the first written restriction on the
powers of government. It was written by a pastor and thoroughly saturated
with Scriptural principles.

The Greatest Best Seller of All Time

The Bible is the number one best-selling book in all of history. The Bible
Society alone has a world distribution of 24 million Bibles, 26 million New
Testaments and 577 million portions of Scripture each year. This does not
include the over one million New Testaments distributed each week by the
Gideons. Or the New Testaments distributed by the Pocket Testament
League. Nor the over 80 million Scriptures provided each year by the Bible
League, or the over 30 million Scripture booklets and tracts given away so far
by World Missionary Press and Scripture Gift Mission. Then there are even
more Bibles sold by Zondervan, Thomas Nelson, Tyndale and others. It’s
estimated that over 30 million Bibles are sold each year and possibly over 100
million New Testaments! Over 3 Billion Bibles and New Testaments have
been printed in the last century. The Bible, New Testament, or at least Gospels,
have been published in over 2,800 different languages worldwide.

Incomparable

There is no other book that can compare to the Bible in value, inspiration,
importance, and the amount of languages it is translated into. No other book
could compare with the Bible in how many have been sold, how often it is
read, and in terms of it's worldwide impact throughout history.
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Indestructible

Yet, the Bible is also the most attacked book in all of history. From the time
of Nero, and throughout the ten waves of persecution by Imperial Rome, to
Diocletian, the Romans made successive attempts to eradicate all Bibles. Yet,
despite the waves of repression by Rome and the destruction unleashed by
the Barbarians and the Vikings, and intensive campaigns of persecution such
as under Stalin’s Soviet Union, and Mao Tse Tung’s Red China, the Bible
remains the best attested-to Book in antiquity. Over 1,700 Hebrew
manuscripts of the Old Testament still exist. And there are over 5,000 Greek
manuscripts for the New Testament, 8,000 Latin and 1,000 other ancient
versions of the New Testament in existence. As Dr Martin Luther declared: “Tt
is a miracle how God has so long preserved His Book! How great and glorious
it is to have the Word of God!”

The Book of Books
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, who gave his life for the message of the
Scriptures, declared: “The Word of God is above the Church.”

Patrick Henry declared: “The Bible is worth all the other books which have ever
been printed.”

The Prince of Preachers, Charles Spurgeon, declared: “Nobody ever outgrows
Scripture; the Book widens and deepens with our years.”

The Bible is the Word of God
Almost every page of the Bible contains words such as: “The Lord said...”,
“God spoke”, “The Word of the Lord came...”.

“No prophesy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.”
2 Peter 1:20

“Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”
2 Peter 1:21

“God spoke...through the prophets...and by His Son.” Hebrews 1:1-2
“The Scripture cannot be broken.” John 10:35
“The Word of the Lord stands forever.” 1 Peter 1:25

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. That the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17

The Power of God’s Word
The Bible is the source of Truth: “Sanctify them by Your Truth; Your Word is
Truth.” John 17:17

4
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The Bible is the source of God’s Blessings: “Blessed are those who hear the
Word of God and obey it.” Luke 11:28

The Bible is a source of power: “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes...”
Romans 1:16

The Bible is the source of Spiritual guidance: “Your Word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105

The Bible is infallible: “The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” Psalm 19: 7

It is inerrant: “Every Word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put
their trust in Him.” Proverbs 30:5

It is authoritative and final: “For ever, O Lord, your Word is settled in the
Heavens.” Psalm 119:89

It will accomplish what is has been sent out to accomplish: “So shall My Word
be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall
accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent
it” Isaiah 55:11

It is complete; “For I testify to everyone who hears the Words of the prophesy
of this Book; if anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues
that are written in this Book; and if anyone takes away from the Words of
the Book of this prophesy, God shall take his part from the Book of Life, from
the Holy City, and from the things which are written in this Book.” Revelation
22:18-19

Therefore we should believe the Bible (John 6:68-69). We should honour the
Bible (John 29:18). We should study it (Ezra 7:10). Love it (Psalm 119:97);
Obey it (1 John 2:5). Guard it (1 Timothy 6:20). Fight for it (Jude 3); Preach
it (2 Timothy 4:2), teach it (Colossians 3:16) and live it.

It is our fervent prayer that our Lord will graciously use this Old Testament
Survey to inspire a greater hunger to study all of God's Word and to faithfully
proclaim, preach and teach the whole counsel of God, applying the Lordship
of Christ to all areas of life.

Dr. Peter Hammond
Livingstone Fellowship
MR P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725

! Ia Cape Town South Africa
P L)

mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE 39 BOOKS

OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
The Law (Pentateuch) - 5 Books Poetry - 5 Books
1. Genesis 1 Job
2. Exodus 2 Psalms
3. Leviticus 3. Proverbs
4. Numbers 4. Ecclesiastes
5. Deuteronomy 5. Song of Solomon

History - 12 Books Prophets - 17 Books

5 Major Prophets 12 Minor Prophets
1. Joshua 1. Isaiah 1. Hosea
2. Judges 2. Jeremiah 2. Joel
3. Ruth 3. Lamentations 3. Amos
4. 1 Samuel 4. Ezekiel 4. Obadiah
5. 2 Samuel 5. Daniel 5. Jonah
6. 1 Kings 6. Micah
7. 2 Kings 7. Nahum
8. 1 Chronicles 8. Habakkuk
9. 2 Chronicles 9. Zephaniah
10. Ezra 10. Haggai
11. Nehemiah 11. Zechariah
12. Esther 12. Malachi

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17

HISTORY

MAJOR PROPHETS  MINOR PROHETS

SN31AaT
siaquiny
sapIuoIY) ||

:
a

Suor




Old Testament Survey Peter Hammond
CHAPTER 1

GENESIS
The Book of Beginnings

SUMMARY of GENESIS
Generation - Creation
“In the beginning God created the Heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1

Degeneration - Fall - Judgement
“Cursed is the ground for your sake...” Genesis 3:17

Regeneration - New Beginnings - Restoration
“So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: ‘Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth’” Genesis 9:1

Why is There Suffering and Evil in the World?
God created a good and perfect world. Man’s rebellion against the Creator
introduced decay, disease, suffering and death into the world.

Who Wrote Genesis?
Genesis was written by Moses, after the Exodus from Egypt (about 1445BC).

When Did These Things Happen?
Genesis covers over 2,000 years of history - more than all other books of the
Bible combined.

Where Are the Main Places in Genesis?
Eden, Ararat, Babel, Ur, Canaan and Egypt. (Present day Iraq, Syria, Jordan,
Turkey, Lebanon, Israel and Egypt).

What Does Genesis Cover?

Theological foundations arelaid in Genesis concerning every major Christmas
doctrine, including the doctrines of: God, Man, Sin, Judgement, Redemption
and Covenant. Ultimately all Biblical doctrines find their roots in Genesis.
God is eternal, Holy and righteous, the Creator and Eternal Judge. God sets
Laws for us to obey. Sin separates us from God. Death came through sin. God
punishes sin.

A Book of Firsts

The first man — Adam, and woman - Eve,
The first marriage,

The first sin,

The first promise of Redemption,

The first family,

The first murder,
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The first worldwide judgement,
The first laws for society,
The origin of nations.

The First Messianic Prophecy - Genesis 3:15
The Protoevangelium - The Gospel in seed form.

1. Salvation is initiated by and achieved by God: “I will...”

2. Salvation shall come through a Mediator related to mankind: “The
Seed..”

3. Salvation will involve the suffering of the Redeemer - the enemy “shall
bruise His heel...”

4. Salvation shall destroy satan: “He shall bruise your head.”

Seeds of the Mid-East Conflict

The conflicts in the Middle East find their origins in the childless Sarah’s
foolish attempt to secure a descendent by having her husband Abraham take
her servant Hagar for a concubine. The Ishmael born to Hagar was prophesied:
“he shall be a wild man; his hand shall be against every man and every man’s
hand against him...” Genesis 16:12

How Do We See All Nations in God’s Purpose?

After the Creation, Corruption, Condemnation and Confusion, the Call of
God comes to Abraham to leave his home, country and family and go “to a
land that I will show you... and you shall be a blessing... in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.” Genesis 12:1-3

Relationship
God communicates with His creation. He calls us to fellowship, to walk with
Him - Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph...

The 5 Patriarchs of Genesis

Noah - who built the Ark. The Ark was a floating Church on the
sea of God’s wrath.

Abraham - the father of the Faithful whose seed will be a blessing to
all the families of the nations.

Isaac - the son of the promise, given by a miraculous birth and an
object lesson of God’s love and provision.

Jacob - whose twelve sons formed the 12 tribes of Israel — a
community of nations who will possess the gates of their
enemies.

Joseph - who was betrayed by his brothers into slavery, but whose

integrity lifted him from prison to the palace. A dreamer
and a doer. As imaginer and an engineer.
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Six Types of Christ in Genesis
The Seed of the woman (3:15) who will crush satan’s head.

The Door to the Ark (7:15-16) - One Door. The Way - the only Way of
Salvation.

Isaac’s sacrifice (22:1-24). God Himself will provide the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world.

Jacob’s Ladder that led to Heaven (28:12). The Way, the Truth and the Life —
No one comes to the Father except through Him.

Joseph lifted from the pit of death to the throne (37-41), Resurrection and
Ascension.

Judah’s Sceptre (49:10). All kings will bow down to Him.

The Creation Mandate

“Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:28

Dr. Peter Hammond
Livingstone Fellowship P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725 Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

Joseph and his brothers in Egypt



DATES of EVENTS RECORDED in The Book of Genesis
According to Bishop Ussher's Calculations

B.C. Events

4004 CREATION

3874 Birth of Seth

3769 Birth of Enos

3679 Birth of Cainan

3609 Birth of Mahaleel

3074 Death of Adam

3544 Birth of Jared

3382 Birth of Enoch

3317 Birth of Methuselah

3130 Birth of Lamech

3017 Translation of Enoch

2948 Birth of Noah

2348-9 FLOOD

2346 Birth of Arphaxad

2311 Birth of Salah

2281 Birth of Heber

1998 Death of Noah

2247 Birth of Peleg

2233 Confusion of Tongues at Babel
2217 Birth of Reu

2185 Birth of Serug

2155 Birth of Nahor

2126 Birth of Terah

1998 Death of Noah

1996 Birth of Abram

1921 Abram arrives in Canaan
1910 Birth of Ishmael

1896 Birth of Isaac

1856 Marriage of Isaac

1836 Birth of Esau and Jacob
1760 Jacob's flight to Padan Aram
1745 Birth of Joseph

1739 Jacob's return to Canaan
1732 Jacob's arrival at Hebron
1728 Joseph sold into slavery to Egypt =|'|'h':'h'.'|‘l
1716 Death of Isaac —_— -
1715 Joseph made Governor of Egypt
1706 Jacob goes to Egypt

1689 Death of Jacob

1635 Death of Joseph

10
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CHAPTER 2

EXODUS

“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me.” Exodus 20:2-3

The Outline

Exodus (Chapters 1-18) — Salvation
Law (19-24) — Obedience
Tabernacle (25-40) - Worship

The Message of Exodus
God is almighty.
God is sovereign over history.
God reveals Himself.
God is holy.
God is faithful in keeping His Covenants.
God acts and intervenes in history.
God judges sin, idolatry and false religion.
God forgives the sins of His people.
God speaks to people.
. God calls us to service.
. God guides His people.
. God provides for His people’s needs.
. God protects His people.
. God rescues and redeems His people.
. God delivers His people from bondage.
. God lives amongst His people.
. The Lord alone is God. There is no other.
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The Pilgrimage of the Christian Life
Throughout the Book of Exodus we see a type of the Christian life portrayed
in the pilgrimage of Israel:

The Egyptian bondage - the bondage of sin (John 8:34).
Moses as deliverer — a type of Christ.
The Exodus - a type of the abandonment of sin.
The Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7) — a type of Christ — the Lamb of God.
The opening of the Red Sea — God makes a way.
Pharaoh’s pursuit of Israel — a type of the evil forces that pursue believers.
The pillar of cloud and fire - God’s presence with, and guidance of, believers.
Marah - Bitter experiences.
The Tree that sweetened Marah - the Cross.
11
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Elim - sweet experiences.

The Manna (1 Corinthians 10:3) - the bread of life.

The quails — God’s provision.

The water from the rock (1 Corinthians 10:4) - the living water of Christ.
Moses raised hands - prayer.

The journey from Egypt to Canaan - our adventure of Discipleship from the
carnal to the spiritual life.

Leaving Egypt for the promised land - leaving the slavery of sin for freedom.
Liberation from slavery - freedom from slavery to sin.

Passing through the Red Sea — baptism.

Moses as prophet, leader and Law giver - Jesus is Prophet, Priest and King.
Moses gave the Law - Jesus the New Covenant.

To get the manna the believers had to get up early to gather it (before it
rotted). They had to get on their knees to receive it. They had to do it daily.
Thus the manna in the wilderness is a type of our devotional lives.

Moses and the Law fell short of possessing the land.

Jesus (Joshua) conquered and entered into the Promised land.

The Ten Plagues

The Ten Plagues were a judgement on the false religion and idolatry of Egypt,
which forced pharaoh to let Israel go. (Exodus 7:4-5). God describes the
Plagues as judgement executed on “all the gods of Egypt” (Exodus 12:12).

1. When the Lord turned the Nile into blood it was a judgement on the
Nile god whom the Egyptians worshipped.
The plague of frogs was a judgement on the frog gods: Hapi and Heat.
The plague of lice was a judgement on Seb.
The plague of flies was a judgement on Scaralaeus.
The pestilence on the cattle was a judgement on Apis.
The plague of boils was a judgement on Typhon.
The hail and fire was a judgement on Shu.
The plague of locusts was a judgement on Seraphis.
The darkness was a judgement on Ra, the Sun god.
. The death of the first born, including of the son of pharaoh, was a
judgement on pharaoh himself who was worshipped as a god.

WO NOU A WD
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The Ten Plagues revealed the power of the Lord God over all the forces of
nature and over pharaoh, Egypt and all their false gods and idols.

The Names of God in Exodus
Jehovah Shalom - the Lord of peace.
Jehovah Nissi — the Lord my banner.

12
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Jehovah Jireh - the Lord who provides.

Jehovah Rapheka - the Lord who heals.

Jehovah Zebaoth - the Lord of hosts.

Jehovah Eoyan - the Lord most high.

Jehovah Roe - the Lord my shepherd.

Jehovah Zidkenu - the Lord our righteousness.
Jehovah Mehaddishken - the Lord who sanctifies.
Jehovah Shammah - the Lord who is there.

El-Shaddai — Almighty God.

El Elyon - God most high.

El Olan - the everlasting God.

El Bethel - the God of peace.

El Roi - the God who sees.

El Elohe Yisaiel - God, the God of Israel.

YHWH - Yahweh - Jehovah - the LORD God “T am”

“You shall not take the Name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless who takes His Name in vain.” Exodus 20:7

The Law
1-4:  Our responsibility to God.
5: Our responsibility to our parents.

6-10:  Our responsibility to people.

“Therefore the Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith.” Galatians 3:24

Decalogue:

Respect for God.
Respect for people.
Respect for property.

“The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” Psalm 19:7

Three sections of the Law:
1. Moral Law - The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20).
2. Civil Law - Social relationships and regulations (Exodus 21 - 24).
3. Ceremonial Law — Rules for worship (Exodus 25 - 40).

Full Salvation in Exodus

God protected the Hebrews from the judgement of the plagues.

God redeemed His people from death through the blood of the Lamb.
God delivered His people from slavery.

God rescued Israel from Pharaoh and his chariots.

13
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God preserved the Israelites from starvation by providing manna, water and
quails.

God defended Israel against the armies of pharaoh and the Amalekites.

God saved the Israelites from themselves by disciplining, purging, purifying
and preparing them for worship and service.

“You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles
wings and brought you to Myself, now therefore, if you will indeed obey My
voice and keep My Covenant, then you will be a special treasure to Me above
all people: for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.” Exodus 19:4-6

Peter Hammond www.LivingstoneFellowship.co.za

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE
FROM THE EXODUS TO THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE
According to Professor Keil

B.C. Events Years
1492 The Exodus
1492 - 1491 Giving of the Law on the Mount
1452 Death of Moses and Aaron
1452 - 1445 Conquest of Canaan by Joshua 7
1445 - 1435 Division of Canaan to the invasion of Chushan Rishathaim 10
1442 Death of Joshua
1442 Wars of Israel against the Canaanites
1436 Expedition against Benjamin (Judges 20)
1435 - 1427 Oppression by Chushan Rishathaim 8
1427 - 1387 Othniel and rest of Israel 40
1387 - 1369 Oppression by the Moabites 18
1369 - 1289 Ehud and rest of Israel 80
Victory of Shamgar over the Philistines
1289 - 1269 Oppression by Jabin 20
1269 - 1229 Deborah and Barak and rest of Israel 40
1229 - 1222 Oppression by the Midianites 7
1222 - 1182 Gideon and rest 40
1182 -1179 Abimelech 3
1179 - 1156 Tola 23
1156 - 1134 Jair 22
1154 - 1114 Eli for forty years
Then: In the East In the West
1134 - 1094 Oppression by the By the Philistines 40
1114 Ammonites, 18 years: 1134 - 1116 Loss of the Ark

1116 - 1096 Jephthah, 6 years: 1116 - 1110 Samson's deeds
Samuel as a prophet

1094 - 1075 Ibzan, 7 years: 1110 - 1103 Samuel judge 19
1075 - 1055 Elon, 10 years: 1109 - 1093 Saul king 20
1055 - 1048 Abdon, 8 years: 1093 - 1085 David at Hebron 7
1048 — 1015 David at Jerusalem 33
1015 - 1012 Solomon to build Temple 3

TOTAL 480 Years

14
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CHAPTER 3

LEVITICUS
“You shall be holy, for I the Lord Your God am Holy.” Leviticus 19:2

Genesis is a universal Book and it covers many centuries.
Exodus, focuses on the Israelites deliverance from Egypt and it covers years.
Leviticus deals with the priestly tribe of Levi and it covers just one month.

In Genesis we see man ruined.
In Exodus we see man redeemed.
In Leviticus we see man reverencing God.

Most of Leviticus is made up of direct instructions from Almighty God. More
than any other Book in the Bible, Leviticus contains the Words of God to His
people as to how a sinful people can be reconciled to a Holy God, and how to
worship God acceptably.

In the second half of Exodus, the Tabernacle is built.
Leviticus focuses on how to worship God and how to live out our Faith in society.

Exodus talks about God’s approach to man.
Leviticus deals with man’s approach to God.

Exodus is about the deliverance that God brought to His people.
Leviticus is about the dedication of God’s people to Him.

Exodus is about God’s grace in setting His people free.
Leviticus shows how His people can show their gratitude to God for being set free.

We are Saved in order to serve.
Exodus shows how God saves His people.
Leviticus explains how His people are to serve Him.

Leviticus makes clear that God expects His people to be transformed and to
be holy even as He is Holy. His people are not to be conformed to the pattern
of the world.

Sacrifice

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The only way for a sinner to be
reconciled to a Holy God is through sacrifice. “Without the shedding of blood
there is no remission of sins.” Hebrews 9:22

The five offerings (burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin offering
and trespass offering) are pictures of how sinful people are to be reconciled to
a Holy God. All the sacrifices in the Book of Leviticus point to Jesus Christ as
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29).
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The burnt offering speaks of surrender.
The meal offering: service.

The peace offering: serenity.

The sin offering: substitution

The trespass offering: satisfaction.

We dedicate ourselves to God.

He consecrates us to His service.

“Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord to Thee.”

The first part of Leviticus describes our way to God - Justification.
The second part of Leviticus describes our walk with God - Sanctification.

Consecrated Calendar

The eight feasts are pictures of how Gods people are to worship God
acceptably. Leviticus makes it clear that God’s people are not to approach
Him just any way we like. God was very specific in Exodus as to how the
Tabernacle was to be built. Everything had significance.

In Leviticus He is even more specific as to how His people were to worship
Him. The calendar was to begin with the Passover - The Feast of Unleavened
Bread, which happened on the 15" day of the first month of the Hebrew New
Year (March/April), to remember how God delivered the Israelites out of
slavery in Egypt. On the day before the Passover began, a lamb had to be
killed at the 9" hour (3pm). Three days later they had to offer the First Fruits
of the harvest to God.

Pentecost

50 days after the First Fruits they were to hold the Feast of Pentecost. This
commemorated the day that the Law was given on the mountain. When the
Law was given, 3,000 people were put to death because of their sin (Exodus
32:28). When the Holy Spirit was poured out on the praying disciples at
Pentecost, 3,000 people were saved! (Acts 2:41).

As the Book of Hebrews makes clear, all the festivals of the people of Israel,
including the Feasts of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of
Tabernacles, are all fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world, the First fruit of the Resurrection from the dead. He is
also our Jubilee.

Jubilee

Every 50 years, there was to be a Jubilee where all debts were cancelled and all
property reverted to the family who originally owned it. This was known as
The Acceptable Day of the Lord. It was good news to the poor because captives

would be set at liberty.
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When our Lord Jesus Christ declared in Nazareth: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He
has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives
and the recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed;
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” One needs to understand
Leviticus to appreciate the full significance of those momentous words in
Luke 4:18-19.

Rules for Living

Leviticus distinguishes between the holy and the common, the clean and the
unclean. Most people think in terms of good and bad, but the Bible
distinguished between three areas: the Sinful, the Secular and the Sacred.

There are two processes explained in Leviticus. The first is when Sacred,
Godly and Holy things are profaned and become common. But just as there
is a process of profaning the Holy to make it common and polluting the
common to make it unclean, so there is a process of redeeming the situation,
by cleansing the unclean and consecrating the common to make it Holy.

Leviticus explains the downward process that profanes and pollutes and ends
in death and the upward process of cleansing the unclean and consecrating
the common to make it Holy.

Holiness in Daily Living
Leviticus 19 is the most important chapter of the Book as it spells out what
Holiness means in daily life:

We are to respect our parents, observe the Sabbath, honour God alone,
respect the poor, respect foreigners, respect boundaries and property, honour
our contracts, be considerate for the handicapped, respect life, conserve
nature, protect life, and show integrity in all areas of life.

The health of the body is shown to be most important. Body piercing and
tattoos are expressly forbidden, as are occultism. We are to show special
consideration for the poor, the deaf, the blind and the aged.

Acceptable and unacceptable sexual relations are clearly spelled out and
homosexuality and incest are expressly forbidden. Cross breeding of animals
is forbidden, as is sowing mixed seed. God is a God of purity, and He prohibits
mixing that which He has created for different purposes.

Trust and Obey

The dietary laws given in Leviticus can be shown to have good hygienic
reasons to protect from disease and infection. However, God does not always
give reasons for all His rules. His people are to trust and obey because of who
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God is, our Creator and Eternal Judge. With many of the Laws God is saying:
“Do you trust Me?”

The sacrifices in Leviticus speak of the blood that Saves.
The feasts speak of the food that sustains.

Seven

Every seventh day was a Sabbath to the Lord.

Every seventh year was a sabbatical year.

Every seven times seven years was followed by a year of Jubilee.

Pentecost was seven weeks after the Passover.

In the seventh month were the feasts of Trumpets, Tabernacles and Atonement.

Blessings and Curses

Rewards are promised for those who trust and obey God. However, severe
consequences are warned for those who distrust and disobey God. Leviticus
26 spells out the blessings of obedience and the curses of disobedience.

Strange Fire

In Leviticus 10, a shocking example is recorded where the Lord sent fire to
consume the two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu who offered unauthorised
fire before the Lord, contrary to His command (Leviticus 10:1-2). Quite
clearly the Laws of God are a matter of life and death.

Paul wrote to Timothy: “From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for Salvation through Faith which is in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction and righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:15-17

When this was written, the New Testament did not yet exist. The Scriptures
referred to here are the Old Testament. The Lord Jesus said: “Search the
Scriptures for they bear witness to Me...” (John 5:39). On the road to Emmaus,
the Lord Jesus opened their understanding that they might comprehend the
Scriptures: “All things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses
and the prophets and Psalms concerning Me... Thus it is written and thus it was
necessary for Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that
Repentance and remission of sin should be preached in His Name to all nations
beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24:44-47

The Holiness of God
There are over 90 references to Leviticus in the New Testament. A study of
Leviticus reveals to us the Holiness of God. He hates evil. “Let us worship God

with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.”
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The Depravity of Man

Leviticus shows the sinfulness of man. Human nature is capable of bestiality,
incest, superstitions and abominations — loathsome, vile and revolting to
Almighty God. The sinfulness of man is seen not just in our polluting clean
things, but also in profaning Holy things.

The Lamb of God

Leviticus also points to Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sins of the world, the perfect, spotless sacrifice. The Just who gave His life in
the place of the unjust. Leviticus also spells out how to live our lives in
gratitude to Almighty God, obeying His Word in all areas of life.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
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CHAPTER 4

NUMBERS

“Be sure your sin will find you out.” Numbers 32:23

In Genesis we see man ruined.

In Exodus we see man redeemed.

In Leviticus we see man reverencing God.

In Numbers we see man rebelling against God.

Wilderness Wanderings

The Promised Land of Canaan was a mere 11 days march from Egypt.
However, because of the negative and discouraging reports brought back by
10 of the 12 scouts, and because the people of Israel chose to ignore the
positive report brought back by 2 of the scouts, Joshua and Caleb, the Israelites
grumbled and rebelled against God, and it actually took them 13,780 days.

Because of their disbelief and disobedience, God declared that, with the
exception of the two faithful scouts, Joshua and Caleb, every one of that
rebellious generation over 20 years old, would die before the nation of Israel
would enter the Promised Land. A new generation was trained and disciplined
in the wilderness to conquer the Promised Land, 40 years after the Exodus
from Egypt.

“Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust
after evil things as they also lusted.” 1 Corinthians 10:6

Bad Examples

Numbers provides many examples of how not to behave as the people of
God. The 10 unfaithful scouts gave a negative report, which so discouraged
the people that they wept aloud, grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and
wanted to stone them to death. They declared that they would rather have
died in Egypt! The people dismissed the exhortation of the faithful scouts,
Joshua and Caleb, who said: “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we
are well able to overcome it” Numbers 13:30. They wanted to go back to Egypt!

A Good Report

Joshua and Caleb declared: “The land we passed through to spy out is an

exceedingly good land. If the Lord delights in us then He will bring us into this

land and give it to us, a land which flows with milk and honey. Only do not

rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread.

Their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear”
Numbers 14:7-9.
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Disbelief and Disobedience

The people sought to justify their disobedience by wanting to stone them
to death. At this point the Glory of the Lord appeared in the Tabernacle
and God declared: “How long will these people reject Me? And how long
will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among
them? I will strike them with pestilence and disinherit them...” Moses
interceded on behalf of the people. The Lord declared: “Because all these
men who have seen My Glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the
Wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not
heeded My voice, they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to
their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it. But My servant
Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I
will bring him to the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit
it” Numbers 14:22-24

God’s Judgement

“And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, how long shall I bear with this
evil congregation who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which
the children of Israel make against Me... The carcases of you who have
complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were
numbered, according to the entire number, from 20 years old and above, except
for Caleb, the son of Jephunneh and Joshua, the son of Nun. You shall by no
means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in. But your little
ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring them and they shall know
the land which you have despised. But as for you, your carcases shall fall in the
wilderness” Numbers 14:26-32

The Rebellion of Korah

Korah mobilised 250 leaders in a rebellion against Moses and Aaron: “You
take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation are holy, every one of
them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above
the assembly of the Lord?” Numbers 16:3. The response of Moses to this
egalitarian revolution was to turn to the Lord. Do not fight your own
battles. You fight God’s battles. Let God fight yours. The Lord sent fire from
Heaven which consumed the rebels and the earth swallowed them up
(Numbers 16:31-35).

Discontent and Disgruntled

Yet, even after this display of the power of God, the children of Israel still
complained against Moses and Aaron (Numbers 16:41). Despite the many
mighty miracles and miraculous provisions, the children of Israel continually
murmured, complained and rebelled. Moses even faced the sedition of his
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sister Miriam, and brother, Aaron, the High Priest. Jealousy, a desire for
honour and a critical spirit led to Miriam being punished with leprosy for
seven days until she repented.

Serpents

When, instead of being grateful for God’s provision of food in the wilderness,
the Israelites grumbled saying they would prefer to return to Egypt. God
struck them with a severe plague (Numbers 11:33). “And the soul of the people
became very discouraged on the way. The people spoke against God and against
Moses: Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread. So the
Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of
the people of Israel died.” Numbers 21:5-6

The Bronze Serpent on a Pole

When the people acknowledged: “We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord that He take the serpents from us.”
The Lord commanded Moses: “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it
shall be that everyone who has been bitten, when he looks at it, shall live. So
Moses made a bronze serpent and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had
bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.” Numbers 21:8-9

Saved to Serve

Numbers makes it clear that the children of Israel were set free from slavery
in Egypt to serve God. They were saved to serve. 80 times in Numbers, we
read: “God said to Moses...” From the instructions of God, we learn:
carefulness; cleanliness and costliness.

Carefulness

Each tribe was allotted a specific place in relation to the other tribes. The
camp was to be a hollow rectangle with the Tabernacle in the centre and
specific places allocated to each tribe. When the pillar of cloud, or fire, moved,
the people of Israel were to follow. Very specific instructions were given as to
the dismantling and transporting of the furniture and equipment of the
Tabernacle. The order of march was specific, with the tribe of Judah leading.
Numbers specifies punishments for sins of carelessness. God expects his
people to be careful, with attention to detail.

Cleanliness

The camp had to be spotlessly clean. The expression “cleanliness is next to
Godliness,” has tremendous support from the book of Numbers, which
specifies God’s concern for a clean, neat, tidy and orderly camp. God is Holy
and He requires His people to be holy as well.
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Costliness

Sacrifices were required on a daily, weekly and monthly basis. Only the best could
be offered to God. Worship requires sacrifice. True love is measured by sacrifice.
From Numbers we can see that God is an all-consuming fire. We are to fear God
and worship Him according to His requirements and nature, not our own.

The Frustration of Backsliding

Numbers also illustrates the frustration of being backslidden. Here the
children were freed from slavery in Egypt, but they had not yet entered into
the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey. This is a picture of the
backslidden Christian, who has too much of the world in them to enjoy
Christ and too much of Christ to enjoy the world.

The Sin of Moses

Moses did an exemplary job leading such a large multitude of disgruntled,
dissatisfied, complaining people. However, when God commanded him to
speak to the Rock, he struck the Rock twice. Because of this disobedience,
God told Moses that he would not enter the Promised Land. One may ask,
why such a severe punishment for what to us may seem like a small offence?

That Rock Was Christ

However, you read in 1 Corinthians 10:4 that the Rock from which flowed the
water that sustained the children in the wilderness was Christ. Christ suffered
once for our sins. He cannot be struck a second time. Nor did He need to be
compelled. He willingly gave up His life for us.

God in Numbers

Numbers tells us much about God: He is a God of love and mercy, providing
His people with food, water and protection. We also see the Holiness, justice
and wrath of God, in His Laws and in His Judgement on rebellion. God is a
Holy God and we must fear and worship Him.

Jesus in Numbers

Numbers reveals much about our Lord Jesus Christ. “And as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten son that whosoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” John 3:14-16. The
serpents of sin have bitten us all, and the wages of sin is death. We must look
unto Christ crucified for Salvation.

Jesus is the Bread of Life (John 6:32-35). Jesus is the Rock of our Salvation.
Whoever thirsts must come unto Him and drink and out of his innermost
being will flow rivers of living waters (John 7:37-39).
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Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. As Israel
spent 40 years in the wilderness, so Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness
being tempted before beginning His earthly ministry (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark
1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13).

To confirm Aaron’s call to be the High Priest, the leaders of each of the 12
tribes were to lay their staff, or stick, before the presence of the Lord (Numbers
17:8). In the morning, Aaron’s stick had blossomed with leaves, flowers and
budding fruit. The other twigs were still dead. In the same way, God has
shown that our Lord Jesus Christ is the Messiah, our High Priest, because He
alone was dead and is alive forever more (Matthew 28:8; Mark 16:6; Luke
24:5-6).

“A Star shall come out of Jacob; a Sceptre shall rise out Israel.”
Numbers 24:17

Medical Symbol
Today the symbol of ambulances, paramedics and veterinarians is the serpent
on the stake, alluded to in Numbers 21:9 and John 3:14.

The First Words Broadcast

The first words ever communicated by telegraph were from the Book of
Numbers. Samuel Morse, on 24 May 1844, inaugurated the telegraph with
these four words from Numbers: “What hath God wrought?” Numbers 23:23

Benediction

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give
you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
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CHAPTER 5

DEUTERONOMY

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the
Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul.” Deuteronomy 10:12

The Second Giving of the Law
Deuteronomy comes from two Greek words: Deutero, meaning second and
Nomos, meaning Law. Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Law.

A New Generation

Deuteronomy is the fifth book of Moses, the final book of the Pentateuch. After
40 years of wilderness wanderings, the entire generation of those who, through
disbelief and disobedience, were condemned by God to die in the Wilderness,
had passed away. With the exception of Moses, Joshua and Caleb, every adult
over the age of 20, who came out of Egypt and crossed the Red Sea had died.
Now a new generation had arisen, trained, by instruction and discipline. They
were on the East bank of the Jordan River, poised to enter the Promised Land.

Graduation Speech

Moses had forfeited his right to enter the land because he had disobeyed God
concerning the provision of water from the Rock. This then is Moses’ farewell
address. He reminds them of their history, reiterates the Law of God, and
warns them of the consequences of disobeying the Word of God.

Recollection

God’s people are warned not to forget their history. They are to remember the
lessons of history. Be warned of the severe consequences of breaking God’s
Laws. Be thankful for God’s mercy and grace in provision, guidance and
protection. The faithlessness of their parents is condemned. They lost their
Faith and therefore they lost the land. If you keep your Faith, you will keep
the land. Be faithful to God.

Regulation
If we are obedient, we will be blessed. If we are disobedient, we will be cursed.
The word hear is repeated 50 times in Deuteronomy. Do, keep and observe,
177 times. Deuteronomy commands us to hear God’s Word and to heed His
warnings. Love is mentioned 31 times. To love the Lord is to keep His Laws.
Love is the fulfilment of the Law. To love God is to be loyal to God and to keep
His Law. The Law given through Moses is unique. It was the first time in
history that a Common Law was given to people of all classes, including
women and children. The same Law applies to everybody. The Lordship of
God in all areas of life is applied.
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For Our Own Good

A re-occurring phrase throughout the book is: “that it may be well with you,
that you may live a long life in the land” God wants His people healthy and
happy, and so He gave us the Laws that will protect and bless us.

Child sacrifice is condemned. All the high places, where the Canaanites
sacrificed babies, were to be destroyed. Idolatry, witchcraft, necromancy,
consulting the dead, are forbidden. Blasphemy, misusing the Name of the
Lord and uttering false prophecy are capital offences.

If a murder occurs and the perpetrator cannot be found, the elders are to
come to the gates of the city and swear that they had nothing to do with this
shedding of innocent blood.

Murder, kidnapping and rape must be punished with the death penalty.
Stubborn, rebellious and violent youth commit capital crimes. There is no
provision for imprisonment. Property crimes are to be dealt with by restitution
and capital crimes by execution.

Inflation and usury are forbidden. Financial transactions are to be made in
terms of honest weights and measures. During war, soldiers must not cut
down fruit trees. The environment is to be protected. Sanitation is to be
strictly observed. Animals are to be treated well. No one should muzzle an ox,
while it is treading out the grain. A neighbour whose animal has strayed, is to
be assisted.

Charity to the poor is commanded. Sheaves of corn are to be left in the corner
of the fields for the poor to be sustained by. Body piercing and transvestitism
is detestable to God.

When a king comes to the throne, he is to write out the Laws of God in his
own handwriting and read them regularly. Kings are instructed not to have
multiple wives, nor to accumulate extravagant wealth.

No Syncretism

There is strict warning against syncretism. No mixing of seeds is allowed. A
donkey and an ox may not be yoked together. Clothes of wool and linen may
not be mixed. God is a Holy God. There are strict laws against theft and
moving of boundary markers.

A Sabbath Day rest is to be observed by all. Servants and animals are also to
enjoy one day rest out of seven.

To help the people to remember the great works of God in history, feasts and
holy days were to be established, including Passover, Pentecost and
Tabernacles.
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We are to respect God, His Name and His Word. We are to respect our
parents, people and property. The sanctity of life and the sanctity of marriage
are to be protected.

Deuteronomy makes it clear that God is interested in every aspect of our
lives. There is a right way to do everything. God wants us to be right in every
area of our lives.

Retribution

Obedience and righteousness will bring blessing. Disobedience and
wickedness will bring a curse. Immorality, injustice and idolatry demand
God’s judgement. Drought, famine, pestilence, and plague are promised as
natural consequences of violating God’s Law. If the people still will not repent,
then they will suffer invasion and oppression by foreigners. The whole history
of Israel, and indeed every nation, can be seen in the light of the blessings of
obedience and curses of disobedience recorded in Deuteronomy 28.

Oppression and Exile

Their occupation of the Promised Land was conditional on whether they obeyed
the Covenant required by God. When the children of Israel rebelled against
God, and engaged in immorality, injustice, and idolatry, foreigners invaded and
oppressed them and later they were exiled by the Assyrians and Babylonians.

The Land to be Possessed

Each generation must renew their Covenant with Almighty God. Moses
ensures that the new generation are informed about their past and ready to
face the future. A key phrase in Deuteronomy, which occurs 40 times, is: “the
land the Lord Your God gives you.” Psalm 24 states that “the earth is the Lord’s
and everything in it.” Ultimately God owns all the land. He gives it to whomever
He wishes. In Acts 17, Paul, in Athens, explains that God determines how
much space and how much time each nation is given on earth.

A second key phrase in Deuteronomy is: “go in and possess the land.”
Everything we receive from God is a gift, but we have to take it. Salvation is a
free gift from God, but we must work out our Salvation with fear and
trembling, to make our call and election sure.

Law and Grace

Note that God delivered the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt and
brought them through the Red Sea first, before giving them His Law and
instructing them how to live. This is the pattern throughout the Bible. We are
not saved by our good works, but unto good works. The Law does not save us,
the Law is the schoolmaster that leads us to Christ, that we might be justified
by Faith.

27



Old Testament Survey Deuteronomy

Faith and Works

Moses failed to enter the land. Joshua led God’s people into the Promised
Land. The Law can lead us to Christ, but only Christ can save us. Salvation is
by the grace of God alone, received by Faith alone. Only after we are saved
can we, out of gratitude, and by the grace and power of God’s Holy Spirit, live
in accordance with God’s Law.

Warfare

However, also notice that possessing the land required much hard work,
struggle and warfare. In every way the Exodus from Egypt and the struggle
for the Promised Land are spiritual lessons illustrating our adventure of
Discipleship.

Jesus in Deuteronomy
Jesus is the Prophet foretold by Moses.

In the wilderness, when tempted by satan, our Lord Jesus quoted repeatedly
from Deuteronomy (Matthew 4:4 & 10).

In the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord assured us that Heaven and earth pass
away before the least part of the Law could pass away (Matthew 5:17-18).

The Summary of the Law

When our Lord was asked to summarize the Law of Moses, He used the
Words from Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and soul and mind and strength” and He quoted Leviticus: “Love your
neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39).

Choose This Day
In the first four books of the Pentateuch, God chooses Israel.
Now in Deuteronomy, He is commanding Israel to choose Him.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

Joshua confronts Aachan
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CHAPTER 6

JOSHUA

“..And you know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing

has failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spoke concerning

you. All have come to pass for you; not one word of them has failed.”
Joshua 23:14

Saved to Serve

Joshua is a Book of Faith and obedience, where God’s people are united in
following His anointed leader. The Word of God is central. Joshua is a book
of conquest and victory.

Crossing the Jordan

Some Christians have imagined that the Promised Land symbolises Heaven.
One famous hymn contains the line: “When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my
anxious fears subside” depicting the river Jordan as passing through death,
from this world to Heaven. However, that is a misunderstanding. While many
Christians do indeed seem to wander in the wilderness, between their
conversion, but not quite entering into a balanced discipleship, that is not the
way it is meant to be!

Spiritual Warfare

Across the river lay many enemies, much warfare, sacrifice, injuries and
death. Entering into the Promised Land was rest from slavery, but it was
hardly passivity, or inactivity. Occupying the Promised Land required real,
serious warfare. So too a balanced Christian life of discipleship involves much
spiritual warfare, fighting the good fight of Faith.

“Be strong and of good courage... Only be strong and very courageous, that
you may observe to do according to all the Law which Moses My servant
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand, or to the left, that
you may prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night... Have I not
commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:6-9

Delay of Disobedience

Moses led the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt, through the Red Sea,
and through the wilderness. If the people of Israel had been faithful and obedient,
they could have entered into the Promised Land 39 years earlier. However, it was
their disbelief and disobedience that led them to being condemned to die in the
wilderness. Of all the men over 20-years-old that crossed the Red Sea, only two,
Joshua and Caleb, entered into the Promised Land.
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The Law leads us out of bondage to the world.
Jesus leads us into battle with the world.

The Joshua Generation

A new generation had been trained and disciplined in the wilderness. They
responded wholeheartedly: “All that you command us we will do, and wherever
you send us, we will go.” Joshua 1:16

Step Out in Faith

As Moses led the children of Israel through the Red Sea, so Joshua now led
them across the swollen Jordan River. However, the ministers were
commanded to carry the Ark of the Covenant and step into the River Jordan
first, before the Lord made a path for them through the Jordan. They had to
step out in Faith (Joshua 3:15-17).

As Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt, so now Joshua led the
children of Israel into the Promised Land.

Confrontation

As Joshua was walking outside the camp near Jericho, he was confronted by a
man standing with a drawn sword. “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” The
answer came back: “Neither, but as Commander of the Army of the Lord, I have
now come.” Joshua fell on his face and worshipped and said to Him: “What
does my Lord say to His servant?” (Joshua 5:13-15).

Christophany

Joshua was commanded to take off his sandals because the place where he
was standing was holy. This was not an Angel of the Lord, but The Angel of
the Lord. A Christophany, a pre-incarnational appearance of Jesus Christ
Himself.

Commander

Joshua was reminded that although he was the General of the Armies of
Israel, he was under the Commander of the Army of the Lord. If you are not
under authority, you have no authority. The Lord does not come to bless our
plans, but to give His orders. The questions is not: Is God on our side? But, Are
we on Godss side? “Whoever is for the Lord, come to Me.” Exodus 32:26

Jericho
The first target was the fortified city of Jericho. With a double wall, both 30
foot high, and the inner wall 12 feet thick, it was a formidable stronghold.

Successful Strategy
The strategy given by the Lord to Joshua required marching around the city
with all the armed men, for 6 days. On the 7" day, with the priests leading,
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they were to march 7 times around the city and on the 7" time, all the trumpets
were to be blown and all the men were to give a mighty shout. As the
fortifications fell, the armies of Israel were perfectly poised, as they surrounded
the city, to charge in and take the stronghold. The harlot, Rahab, and her
family were spared, to honour the promise of the spies, whom she had helped
(Joshua 6).

Defeat at Ai

After such an amazingly easy victory, the children of Israel became
overconfident, and underestimated their next target, Ai. Only a small
contingent was sent to seize this fortified city. There they were put to flight
and fled in disgrace. As the news of this shocking defeat came, Joshua fell face
down on the ground before the Ark of the Lord and prayed.

Prayer and Action

The Lord rebuked Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? Israel has
sinned...” Joshua 7:10-11. There is a time to pray, and there is a time to act.
Prayer must never be an excuse for disobedience and inaction. Prayer is a
foundation for obedient action, not an alternative to it. We also need to
understand the difference between Faith and presumption.

Sin in the Camp

God exposed Achan, who had stolen and hidden gold, silver and a garment, in
violation of God’s express command that there was to be absolutely no looting
of this city. “Be sure your sin will find you out!” Numbers 32:23. No one lives to
himself alone. Sin can affect the whole community. Sometimes an entire
nation suffers from the sin of one individual.

Everything has Consequences.

In the New Testament, Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for lying to
the Holy Spirit. Just as Achan died for the sin he brought into the camp, so the
early Church was to learn that sin is serious and everything has consequences
(Acts 5:1-11).

Divide and Conquer

Joshua’s military strategy was to cut the Promised Land in two. By seizing Jericho
and Al in the centre, and driving to the sea, they were then able to conquer the
Southern kingdoms and then the Northern kingdoms separately. After years of
strenuous fighting, the land was divided amongst the tribes of Israel.

The Courage of Caleb

The testimony of Caleb is most inspiring: “I was 40 years old when Moses the
Servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land and I
brought back word to him as it was in my heart. Nevertheless my brethren who
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went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the
Lord my God. So Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land where your
foot has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children’s forever. Because
you have wholly followed the Lord my God.” Now behold, the Lord has kept me
alive, as He said, these 45 years, ever since the Lord spoke this word to Moses,
while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am, this day, 85 years
old. As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my
strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for
coming in. Now therefore, give me this mountain...” Joshua 14:7-12

Give Me This Mountain!

We do not know the names of the other 10 scouts, but the names of Joshua and
Caleb are honoured forever. They may have given the minority report, but God
was with them. Caleb and Joshua were not lukewarm, passive and inactive.
They were not half-hearted, nor faint-hearted. They were wholehearted. Even
after 45 years of faithful service, Caleb did not hide behind any excuse, he still
wanted to be involved. He did not want to retire from life, or from warfare. He
did not ask for an easy assignment, but chose the honour of a hard and difficult
assignment: Give me that mountain! (Joshua 14:7-12)

He was saved and preserved for a purpose. “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me!” Phil. 4:13 “Submit to God, resist the devil and he will
flee from you!” James 4:7

Ending Well

The Bible tells us of many who began well but ended badly. Lot, King Saul,
Solomon and Demas, were some of those who ended shamefully. It is not so
important how we begin the race. What is of the greatest importance is how
we end the race. May we be able to say with the Apostle Paul: “I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the Faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7

Memorial Stones

After crossing the Jordan River, God instructed the children of Israel to take
stones from the riverbed, one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel and set up
a monument that future generations would be reminded of what God had
done there (Joshua 4). At the end of his long and productive life, Joshua set
up another memorial stone as a witness of the Covenant that the children of
Israel had chosen to obey the Lord (Joshua 24:27).

Mount Ebal and Gerizim

The Covenant was renewed by the children of Israel in the centre of the
Promised Land. The blessings of the Covenant were proclaimed from Mount
Gerizim. The curses of disobedience were proclaimed on Mount Ebal before
all the people of Israel as they responded with a hearty Amen! to each aspect
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of the Covenant (Joshua 8:30-35).

“Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua...” Joshua 24:31

Moses and Joshua

In the Law of Moses there is promise, but in Joshua: Fulfilment.

In the Law is legislation, but in Joshua: Application.

In the Law the Covenant is established, in Joshua the Covenant is expressed.
The Pentateuch has the cause, Joshua shows the effect.

God blesses obedience and He punishes disobedience.

Joshua is both history and prophecy. God speaks to Joshua and He speaks
through Joshua.

Hall of Faith

Matthew’s Gospel includes Rahab in the royal lineage of David and of our Lord
Jesus Himself (Matthew 1:5). Both Joshua and Rahab are honoured in the hall of
Faith in Hebrews 11:31, as part of the great cloud of witnesses that should inspire
us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and run with perseverance the race set before us.

The Blessings of Obedience

In his farewell speech, Joshua reminds the children of Israel of God’s
faithfulness, His provision, His protection and guidance. He reminds us that
when we are obedient to the Lord, He blesses us with victory. When we are
disobedient to the Lord, we suffer the consequences and experience defeat.

“Now, therefore, hear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put
away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the river and in
Egypt. Serve the Lord! ...Choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve... but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!” Joshua 24:14-15

Balanced Discipleship

Preaching on the Book of Joshua, Charles Spurgeon commented: “Pray as if it all
depended on God, and work as if it all depends on you.” In the Gospels the Lord
Jesus taught that before you go to battle you must count the cost (Luke 14:27-33).

Jesus in Joshua

The Book of Joshua makes it clear that we are Saved to serve, to fight the good
fight of Faith. God’s servant is mostly a soldier. The name Joshua means
Yahweh Saves. Joshua is the Hebrew form of what the Greek New Testament
translates as Jesus. Joshua is the Hebrew form of Jesus: Yahweh Saves.

Dr Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725 Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 7

JUDGES

“Now these are the nations which the Lord left, that He might test Israel by
them, that is, all who had not known any of the wars in Canaan. (This was
only so that the generations of the children of Israel might be taught to know
war, at least those who had not formerly known it).” Judges 3:1-2

The two great themes of Judges are:
The Faithfulness of the Covenant keeping God and
The unfaithfulness of the Covenant breaking people.

Judges is a record of man’s sin, God’s Judgement, and God’s Grace and
deliverance.

Judges show us man’s potential for greatness

and capacity for catastrophe.

In each section we can ask:

What is God’s Word of promise and command?

What is man’s response (rebellion, or faithful obedience)?
What is God’s response (blessing, or judgement)?

Contrasts

Joshua is a book of conquest, Judges a book of defeat.

Joshua is a book of Faith, Judges a book of unbelief.

Joshua is a book of obedience, Judges a book of disobedience.

In Joshua, God’s people are united in following God.

In Judges, there is division and ultimately anarchy.

In Joshua, God’s Word is central, in Judges, God’s Word is neglected.
Judges is a book of both failure and Faith.

The basic pattern that we see between Joshua and Judges, is that in Joshua
there is the Creation - the conquest of the land of Canaan.

In Judges there is the fall and decline through faithlessness and disobedience.
The result is God’s judgement seen in oppression by foreigners.

Then there is re-creation - God raises up Judges for redemption and
restoration of His people.

In the Book of Judges there are:

seven apostasies,

seven servitudes under foreign oppression and
seven deliverances.

Compromise with Paganism
The Book of Judges begins well with the Israelites seeking guidance from God
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(Judges 1:1). However, one can see the beginnings of compromise, the
mutilation of the Canaanite King Adoni-Bezek, whose thumbs and big toes,
were cut off (Judges 1:7). Mutilation is a pagan practise.

Selective Obedience

Then one sees the partial selective obedience of God’s people, leading to
limited victory through their lack of faith and selective obedience (ie: Judges
1:21 & 27:28).

From conquest in the Book of Joshua we see compromise and chastisement
in Judges.

“Another generation arose... who did not know the Lord, nor the work which
He had done...” Judges 2:10

Deterioration

One sees that God does not have grandchildren. The fervour of the first
generation has become the formalism of the second generation and the
apathy of the third generation.

Consequences

We see again and again the truth that what you sow is what you reap. There
are consequences for incomplete obedience: Forced labour and servitude
under foreign oppression.

No Compromise
God’s Word had been clear, there was to be no peace treaties, inter-marriages,
or religious syncretism. No peaceful co-existence with paganism.

Sin leads to servitude, which leads to supplication, which leads to Salvation.
Sin leads to slavery and suffering. However supplication and seeking the Lord
leads to salvation. When God’s people repented, the Lord raised up for them
a judge to deliver them. “So the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
Lord. They forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals and Asheras.
Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel and He sold them into the
hand of Cushan ...” Judges 3:7-8

“When the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a
deliverer... who delivered them.” Judges 3:9

Downward Spiral

They lost fellowship with God by incomplete obedience. They did not
consciously remind themselves of the grace of God. They neglected God’s
Word and became tolerant of the paganism that God had commanded them
to destroy.
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God’s Strategy for Complacency

In Judges 3: 1-2, we see God’s strategy for complacency. He turns sins into
scourges that He might teach His people how to trust Him in battle. This is
God’s plan, that His people might be trained, purged, purified, and prepared
through conflict to advance. Are you a spectator? Or a soldier?

A Test
The Lord left the heathen amongst them “that He might test Israel by them, to
know whether they would obey the Commandments of the Lord...” Judges 3:4

Idolatry and Immorality
Time and again one sees the twin curses of immorality and idolatry blighting
the people of Israel and leading them away from the Lord.

The Judges

In the Book of Judges, we read of 11 men and 1 woman, Deborah, raised up
as Judges to deliver Israel. God used different types of people. There was
Othniel, a man of proven ability, superior character, spiritual depth and
distinguished ancestry. There was Ehud, a prominent, courageous and
capable man with a difference. There was Shamgar, a peasant from a
paganised family (they named him after a pagan god).

God uses men who step out in Faith, who trust Him and have the courage to
take a risk, bold enough to confront the enemy.

Deborah

Deborah receives a large amount of space in the Book of Judges. Deborah saw
a need and was determined to do something about it. She enlisted qualified
help. She confronted Barak with God’s command. She strengthened her
general with God’s promises and developed a plan. Deborah encouraged
Barak with her presence. The armies of Israel were to meet the enemy at his
strongest point, on the plain. Although Israel was out-manoeuvred, out-
supplied and outpositioned, God intervened and sent a violent storm and
flood which broke the banks of the Kishon river, so that the plain was flooded
and the chariots of Sisera floundered in the mud. As Sisera fled on foot to the
tent of Jael, she employed Biblical body piercing by driving a tent peg through
his head. (Again and again, one sees this theme of the seed of the woman
crushing the serpent’s head, as prophesied in Genesis 3:15.)

Inactivity Condemned

In the song of Deborah, she rebukes those who stayed amongst the campfires
to hear the whistling of the flocks, those who had searching of heart, but
whose feet did not move, those who lingered by the ships and remained on
the coasts, who stayed in their coves and for various reasons failed to mobilise
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in the time of war. “Curse Meroz, said the Angel of the Lord, curse its
inhabitants bitterly, because they did not come to the help of the Lord, to
help the Lord against the mighty.” Judges 5:23. “Therefore to him who knows
to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” James 4:17

Power in Weakness

Time and again one sees God taking weak and apparently insignificant people
and transforming them and using them. All of God’s people have actually
been weak people who did great things for God, because they reckoned on
His strength being made perfect in their weakness.

It is notable that, in Judges, God delights in using what the world may look
down on. There is Ehud who used a homemade dagger. There is Deborah, a
remarkable woman. Gideon, the youngest from an obscure family of the
smallest tribe. There is Shamgar with an oxgoad and Samson with a jawbone.
Time and again one sees that God will bring deliverance by subordinates
when their leaders fail to take a stand. “Not by might, nor by power, but by
My Spirit says the Lord of Hosts.” Zechariah 4:6

Gideon

There is much attention given in Judges to Gideon. The aggressive Midianites
invaded the land, looting and ruining the crops, not sparing a living thing.
Like a swarm of locusts, they impoverished the Israelites until they cried out
to the Lord for help. The Angel of the Lord called Gideon, who at first seemed
timid and discouraged. He was commanded to go in the strength of the Lord,
but Gideon protested that his clan was the weakest in Manasseh and he was
the least in his own family. The will of God will never lead you where the grace
of God cannot keep you. Where God guides. He provides. God’s servant is
God’s responsibility. The safest place in the world is in the centre of God’s will.

Dismantling the Baal Altar

Before the Midianites can be expelled, the source of their political and
military power, Baal worship, must be attacked. God’s altar cannot be built
until Baal’s altar is destroyed. The first assignment of Gideon is to destroy an
altar of Baal and the place where he started was in his own back yard.

Courage and Confrontation

Private commitment must produce public courage and confrontation.
Gideon’s actions showed obedient faith in spite of his fear. Faith is not
fearlessness, but obedience. Gideon openly challenged Baal and lived to tell
the story, proving that Baal was powerless. When God calls us, he equips and
empowers us. Every time people saw Gideon, they saw a visible proof of God’s
power and Baal’s weakness. Gideon had destroyed the altar of Baal and lived

to tell about it!
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Gideon’s 300

Gideon then used a simple, secret and significant test to select his special
group of soldiers. Most of the 32,000 who chose to serve God were rejected
and sent home. They chose God, but He did not choose them. Anyone can
drink water, but it is how we do the little things that matters. Gideon’s 300
went out to defeat 135,000 Middianites.

Defeating the Middianites

Leading by example, Gideon mobilised a unity of action, using speed, skill
and surprise to defeat the enemy. Encircling the Middianites, with perfect
strategy and timing, with the noise of trumpets and the lights of their burning
torches, they deceived the enemy into thinking there were vast companies of
enemy on every side. The Middianites panicked and began killing one
another. The plunderers were plundered and the invaders fled. Gideon then
mobilised the nation to cut off their enemy’s retreat.

Thanksgiving and Worship

After surviving the Flood, Noah and his family built an altar to the Lord in
thanksgiving. Abraham built numerous altars at momentous occasions
recognizing God, as did Isaac and Jacob. On meeting the Angel of the Lord,
Gideon did build an altar too but after the tremendous victory God gave him
over the Middianites, what did not happen screams almost louder than what
did. Gideon did not build an altar in recognition of, or in thanksgiving to,
God. Neither did he raise a memorial (as Joshua had done on the banks of the
Jordan River to commemorate their crossing.) Gideon failed to publicly
thank God for their victory or set up a memorial that would testify to future
generations of the Lord's faithfulness in rescuing them from their enemies.
Instead, the men of Israel attempted to make Gideon king and while he
humbly refused, acknowledging that, "The Lord will rule over you,” (Judges
8:23), he did allow them to give him a significant amount of gold earrings as
a reward. Judges 8:27 records that "and Gideon made an ephod of it and put it
in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare
to Gideon and to his family."”

Samson

More space in Judges is given to Samson than to any other judge. God
answered the prayers of a devoted couple for a child. This child had a unique
birth and was to have a unique lifestyle — he was to be a permanent Nazarite,
set apart to maintain unbroken fellowship with God. He was to maintain a
simple lifestyle (abstain from luxury - wine, to be different — visibly set
apart by his long hair, and to not touch dead bodies, which would make him
ritually unclean and symbolise a break in fellowship with God. In other
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words, he was to walk in constant fellowship with God.

Squandered Opportunity

The story of Samson (whose name means sunshine), is one of great potential
wasted through lack of discipline. Like King Saul, Samson had great potential,
but squandered it. Samson had God-fearing parents, a unique birth, a unique
lifestyle, great personal strength and he was anointed by the Holy Spirit as a
deliverer. But Samson became a weak man, because he never learned to
control himself. “He who rules his spirit is better than he who captures a city.”
Proverbs 16:32

Downward

Samson went down to Timnah. He consorted with the enemy. He refused to
submit to parental authority. It was lust at first sight, ending in marriage to an
unbeliever. Samson slipped into compromise and lawlessness. Too late he
realised that he had lost his bet, his honour, and his wife. Too late Samson
learned that if you marry an unbeliever, you have the devil for a father-in-law.

Resistance

However, despite his serious flaws, Samson had a passion for freedom and he
recognised the threat of the Philistines. His resistance hurt the Philistines so
badly that they sent a large army to deal with him. The Hebrews, however,
were so backslidden and neutralised that they were ignored by the Philistines
who mobilised 3,000 men to apprehend Samson. The Hebrews not only
missed the opportunity to join God’s freedom fighter, they co-operated with
the oppressors to betray Samson into their hands! These Hebrews preferred
slavery to freedom! Compromise was more comfortable to them than
commitment and confrontation. They did the enemy’s dirty work for them.

Courage and Faith

Samson acted with courage and faith, allowing himself to be tied up and
walked unarmed and helpless into the vast army of screaming Philistines.
This event earned him honourable mention in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews
11. As the Philistines shouted in triumph and rushed towards him the Spirit
of God came upon Samson in power and he burst the ropes that tied him. He
picked up the only weapon he could lay his hands on, the jawbone of a donkey,
and struck down a thousand Philistines. This was followed by 20 years of
peace and stability for Israel under Samson. Peace comes through strength.
Stability comes through victory. Compromise and cowardiceled to captivity.
But the courage of Samson led to conquest.

Pride Comes Before a Fall
However, “pride goes before a fall” Proverbs 16:18. Samson became so self-

confident and careless that he deliberately exposed himself to the enemy.
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Samson dishonoured his parents, distorted his purpose, defiled his purity,
diluted his power, disgraced his profession and dissipated his potential. “Do
not be deceived: bad company ruins good character.” 1 Corinthians 15:33

Toying with Temptation

Samson toyed with temptation and sought out a Philistine prostitute in the
very stronghold of his enemy - Gaza. Sins may start small, but they do not
end that way. The Scripture warns us to “flee sexual immorality” 1 Corinthians
6:18, but Samson chose not to flee, and he lost his character.

Sin will take you further than you want to go.
Sin will keep you longer than you want to stay.
Sin will cost you more than you want to pay.

Moral compromise makes us vulnerable.
Temptation comes in attractive packages.

We see the stubborn self-confidence of Samson.
The seduction of Delilah and

the stupidity of sin.

The result was: disgrace, defeat, and disaster.

The Message of Judges
The story of Samson summarises the messages of Judges: Sin blinds. Sin
binds. Sin grinds. Whoring leads to blindness, powerlessness, slavery, and
death. An object lesson for Israel and for us. Samson went from victor to
vanquished. There is a high cost to low living.

“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he

will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption;

but he who sows to the Spirit, will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”
Galatians 6:7-8

But God did not give up on Samson. His discipline led to restoration. Blinded,
in chains, enslaved and imprisoned, Samson returned to God in repentance.
God heard his heartfelt prayer and accomplished a great victory over evil
through Samson. So Samson is honourably mentioned in Hebrews 11 - the
Hall of Faith.

Sin does not have to have the last word in our life.
Sin cannot win. Faith cannot fail.
Jesus is the Eternal Judge.

Dr Peter Hammond
www.LivingstoneFellowship.co.za
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CHAPTER 8

RUTH

“Wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, 1 will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God, my God.” Ruth 1:16

A Famine in the Land

In the days when the Judges ruled, there was a famine in the land of Israel.
Elimelech took his wife, Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion,
away from Bethlehem, Judea, to the country of Moab. Bethlehem means ‘the
house of bread’ and yet there was famine in Bethlehem. The land flowing with
milk and honey was being judged by the Lord with famine. The name
Elimelech means my God a King. Naomi means ‘pleasant’. However, their
childrens’ names were Mahlon (sickness) and Chilion (consumption). It must
have been a terrible time in the history of Israel.

The rabbis of Israel believed that Elimelech’s family left Israel in the days of
Ehud, and that Naomi and Ruth returned during the judgeship of Deborah.
It is also believed that Samuel edited and included the book of Ruth in the
Scriptures.

Disobedience Leads to Disaster

By taking his family for so long into the land of the heathen, Elimelech
dishonoured God and set a bad example. His sons married Moabite women
and Orpabh is said to have returned to her gods (1:15). It does not appear that
the Moabite women converted to the Jewish religion before their marriage to
the sons of Elimelech. Naomi lost her husband Elimelech, and then her
children. The country of Moab now held no attraction at all. Naomi
determined to return to Bethlehem.

A Time to Leave

Naomi then urged her daughters-in-law to return to their father’s house. She
dismissed them with commendation and prayer: “Go, return each to her
mother’s house. The Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead
and with me. The Lord grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her
husband.” Ruth 1:8-9

Discouragement or Discernment?

Was Naomi right to discourage her daughters-in-law from going with her,
when by taking them with her she might save them from the idolatry of Moab
and bring them to the Faith and worship of the God of Israel? Naomi probably
did want them to come, but she wanted them to make a deliberate choice, to
count the cost (Matthew 8:19-20).
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Two Different Decisions

Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and bade her farewell forever. Orpah’s kiss
showed that she had affection for Naomi and was sad to leave her but she did
not love her enough to leave her country. Ruth however, put an end to the
debate by a most solemn profession of her immovable resolution never to
forsake her, nor to return to her own country and her old relations again.

Determination and Dedication

“Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for
wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people
shall be my people, and your God my God.” Ruth 1:16

Here we have resolution, dedication, and conversion. “T have decided to follow
Jesus! No turning back!” Ruth’s loyalty and determination resound through
the ages and provide a solid testimony and inspiring example to each one of
us.

Ruth presents a most admirable testimony. She is modest, meek, courteous,
loyal, responsible, gentle, and yet decisive. Ruth always seems to be doing the
right thing at the right time. She does it gracefully. Ruth never swerves from
her unselfish purpose during the many trials that followed. She did not seem
to complain because she had given up everything: her country, her
relationships, or the chance to marry a man from her own country. She gave
up everything with the resolution of fierce quietness.

When Naomi saw that she was determined, she stopped trying to persuade
her to change her mind. They both turned their faces resolutely towards
Israel, the young and beautiful Ruth, and the old and wise Naomi.

A Difficult Journey

The distance they had to travel was under 200km, but this represented a long
fatiguing and dangerous journey. For two women alone, with neither money
nor protection, with no transport, they had to ascend mountains and descend
into deep valleys on foot, crossing the Arnon and Jordan rivers. The journey
would have taken them to desolate places, which would have tried them
severely.

They arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. This was
the first of the harvests, with the wheat harvest following shortly thereafter.
They now had an opportunity to provide for the coming winter.

Gleaning

When we take God for our God, we must take His people for our people and
we must be willing to enjoy both the good and endure the bad. In Bethlehem,
in order to support herself and her mother-in-law, Ruth performed the
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lowliest of tasks. Gleaning was a provision in the poor laws of Israel. The poor
were allowed to follow the reapers and gather up the fragments of grain,
which fell, or were left behind, for the poor. This was no free hand out; it was
back-straining, long and hard work. Plainly, Ruth had a high work ethic. Her
humility and industry were evident to all. She worked long and hard, from
early till late.

In the Field of Boaz

Here we also see the hand of God’s providence. “And she happened to come to
the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.” (2:3).
Boaz is described as a mighty man, of great wealth, mighty in the law. The
name Boaz means ‘in Him is strength The first time we read of Boaz he is
coming to encourage the reapers: “The Lord be with you!” They answered
him: “The Lord bless you!” (2:4). Boaz is evidently not only a diligent master,
but also God-honouring believer. He is also observant and concerned as he
asked after the gleaner, Ruth.

The Generosity of Boaz

Boaz encouraged Ruth and generously made provision for her. Boaz was kind
to Ruth and showed her favour. He ordered his servants to be respectful to
her and helpful. He commended her diligence on behalf of her mother-in-
law, and prayed a blessing from the Lord God upon her labours.

Boaz was evidently a man of God, a man of intelligence and observant. He
appreciated Ruth’s quiet industry, her modesty and purity. He made many
provisions for her, and invited her to join his workers for the mid-day meal.
When Ruth returned to Naomi at the end of the day with a bushel of barley
and she hears that the man who has favoured her so is Boaz, Naomi exclaims:
“This man is a relation of ours, one of our close relatives.” Ruth 2:20

A Kinsman Redeemer

The Law of God provided for a close relative to be a kinsman redeemer to
avenge wrongful death in a case of murder (Numbers 35:19-21); to buy back
property which a poor relative many have been forced to sell to settle their
debts (Leviticus 25:25); to redeem relatives who had been sold into slavery to
settle their debts and set them free (Leviticus 25:47-49); and to marry the
widow of a deceased relative (Deuteronomy 25:5-10).

While Naomi makes her schemes in order to provide for Ruth a bright future,
the Law of God had already done so. Boaz did not actually need to be
manipulated into doing his duty by a mother-in-law’s schemings; he was
committed to doing the right thing anyway. Naomi advises Ruth to place
herself at the feet of Boaz and seek his protection as a kinsman redeemer.

Upon hearing the report back from her daughter-in-law, Naomi declared: “Sit
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still, my daughter, until you know how the matter will turn out; for the man will
not rest until he has concluded the matter this day” Ruth 3:18

Boaz displays honourable and business-like character traits, going to the
gates of the city before the elders and challenging the closer relative as to
whether he was willing to fulfil his duty, then publicly informing all that he
had the intention of becoming engaged to Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of
Mabhlon, to be his wife.

A God-Honouring Marriage

Some have tried to describe the romance in Ruth as an example of a mixed
marriage. Of course, it was nothing of the sort. The people of Moab were
descendants of Lot, the nephew of Abraham. The rabbis teach that Ruth had
golden red hair and warm eyes, and the Scriptures tell us that David had red
hair. Ruth was a convert to Yahweh; she had embraced the people, the culture,
the language and the God of Israel. This was neither an inter-racial marriage,
nor an inter-faith marriage. In the words of the Psalmist, Ruth could say: “I
have chosen the way of Truth, I have set my heart on Your Laws.” Psalm 119:30

Wisdom and Discernment

Ruth turned her back on the idolatry of Moab and embraced the God of
Israel. The book of Ruth is about wise choices. Many years before Joshua had
challenged the people of Israel: “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve... but as for me and my household we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15 As
Solomon had prayed: “So give your servant a discerning heart... to discern
between right and wrong” 1 Kings 3:9, so both Ruth and Boaz evidenced a
discerning heart.

A Missionary Call

The story of Ruth is a type of God’s call to the gentiles. God’s Sovereignty is
seen throughout this beautiful story. We can see how everything was done in
the light and in accordance with God’s Law. Ruth was lifted out of obscurity
and poverty to influence and prosperity. From the marriage of Ruth and Boaz
sprang an auspicious lineage, the house of David (Matthew 1:5). Before the
birth of her son Obed (which means servant) Ruth was assured that her
child’s name would be “famous in Israel” (Ruth 4:14).

Naomi was told that the child would be a nourisher of her old age. Her
neighbours, rejoicing with her declared “and may he be to you a restorer of life
and a nourisher of your old-age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who
is better to you than seven sons, has borne him.” Ruth 4:15

An Ancestor of David
Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the father of David. Ruth, the Moabitess
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who had chosen to follow her mother-in-law, and Naomi, who went back to
Bethlehem, and who had embraced the God of Israel, became the great-
grandmother of King David, and an ancestor of the Messiah Himself.

“Wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you will lodge I will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God my God.” Ruth 1:16

Dr Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

e

Ruth gleam' in the fields of Boaz

45



Old Testament Survey Peter Hammond
CHAPTER 9

1 &2 SAMUEL

“Speak Lord, for your servant listens...” 1 Samuel 3:10

Leaders of Israel

From 2000 to 1500 B.C. Israel was led by Patriarchs.

From 1500 to 1000 B.C. they were led by Prophets.

From 1000 to 500 B.C. they were led by Princes (or Kings).

In the 500 years leading up to the time of Christ, they were led by Priests.

Main Characters

First Samuel begins with

Hannabh, the anxious wife, desperate to have a child,
Eli, the ailing high priest,

Israel the arrogant army, and

Saul, the anointed king.

The main characters in the first Book of Samuel are: Samuel - the last judge;
Saul - the first king; David - the best king of Israel and Jonathan, the
adventurous son of King Saul.

Samuel, the prophet, pronounced God’s judgement upon Saul, and anointed
David as the future king.

David, the steadfast shepherd, the skilled musician, the superb warrior, then
the suspected courtier, the stalked outlaw, and the soldier in exile.

A Time of Transition

Royal history of Israel begins with the Book of Samuel. The long period of the
rule of the Judges ends with Samuel. 1 Samuel begins the 500-year period of
the Kings of Israel.

Samuel

Samuel, the last of the judges, was God’s answer to the earnest prayers of his
mother, Hannah. Received from the Lord, she consecrated him back to the
Lord. Samuel was trained under Eli, who was both a judge and a high priest.

Eli

Eli had ruled Israel for 40 years. However, he was an indulgent father and a
permissive priest, allowing his wicked sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who were
also his priests, to behave in a most immoral and disgraceful manner. Young
Samuel was given a Word from the Lord of judgement upon the house of Elj,
because he had failed to deal with his sons and priests who were abusing their
positions through immorality, dishonesty and blasphemy.
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Disaster

Israel was invaded by the Philistines, their armies defeated, the Ark of the
Covenant seized by the idol-worshipping Philistines and placed into the
temple of Dagon, and Eli’s sons were killed. Eli died of shock when he heard
of these calamities.

The Power of God

The people of Israel learned that they could not manipulate God. The Ark of
God was a poor substitute for the God of the Ark. It was not that God had
deserted them, but they had deserted God. The Philistines soon learned that
their idols were no match for the God of Israel. The huge idol of Dagon was
found smashed face down in front of the Ark of the Covenant, in their own
temple. As God afflicted the Philistines with a terrible plague, they surrendered
the Ark back to Israel.

Idols for Destruction

Samuel the prophet called on the Israelites to repent and destroy their idols.
Then he led them in battle against the Philistines. This time they were
victorious. Whenever the Israelites disobeyed God an enemy was sent to
defeat them. Whenever they repented and destroyed their idols, God enabled
them to defeat their enemies.

The Demand for a King

As the Israelites demanded a king that they may be like the nations around
them, God told Samuel to warn the people of the consequences: a king would
want a palace and an army, so taxation and conscription would follow. When
the Israelites persisted in demanding a king, Samuel gave them the kind of
king they wanted: tall, handsome, strong and powerful in battle.

Saul

Saul proved a successful leader in battle, defeating the Philistines, the
Amalakites and Ammonites. However, although he began well, he grew
proud and presumptuous. Saul violated the separation between the role of a
king and that of a priest. He presumed to offer the sacrifice at God’s altar. Saul
was disobedient when commanded to destroy King Agag and the Amalakites.

Deteriorating Discernment

Saul’s relationships deteriorated, first with his adventurous son, Jonathan,
whom he sentenced to death for disobeying some ridiculous instruction that
his son was not even aware of. Only the firm action of his army prevented
Saul from unjustly executing his own son.

Disastrous Disobedience
Saul’s relationship with the prophet Samuel also deteriorated drastically. In
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response to Saul’s repeated disobedience of the Commands of the Lord,
Samuel declared: “To obey is better than sacrifice... for rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have
rejected the Word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king.” 1
Samuel 15:22-23. Ritual is no substitute for righteousness. Obedience is better
than any religious sentiment.

Disgraceful Defeat

King Saul’s relationship towards the young shepherd, David, who had boldly
challenged the giant Goliath and defeated him in combat, poisoned the last
years of Saul as king. Saul deteriorated morally and mentally. His jealousy
and hatred of David twisted his final years as king and distracted him from
his duties. Finally, King Saul descended to seeking out and enquiring of a
witch at Endor. Ultimately King Saul died in disgrace and defeat, committing
suicide on the field of battle, where three of his sons also died. Saul left his
nation in defeat, divided and in disgrace.

1 Samuel focuses on man’s choice as king - Saul.
2 Samuel focuses on God’s choice for king — David.

David

David is the most versatile character in the Bible: a shepherd, a musician, a
soldier, a writer of Psalms, a fugitive and outlaw, and the greatest King of
Israel. David is one of the most prominent figures in the history of the world.
There is more space given to the character of David than any other person in
the Old Testament. He is described as “a man after God’s own heart” (1
Samuel 13:14). He was athletic, a gifted musician, and his poetical skill was of
the highest order.

The Treasury of David

The Psalms, the treasury of David, is the largest Book of the Bible, the middle
Book of the Bible, the Prayer book and Hymn book of the Bible. Our Lord
Jesus Christ quoted more from the Psalms than from any other Book in the
Bible.

Defeating Goliath

David was the youngest of the eight sons of Jesse. The story of David and
Goliath must be one of the best known in the Bible. It is the mismatch of the
ages. Goliath of Gath was 9 feet, 6 inches tall. The head of his spear was 10kg.
King Saul and all his soldiers were dismayed and terrified. Only young David,
the shepherd boy, was willing to go down into the valley of the shadow of
death and confront this giant. With no breastplate, but his shepherd’s coat, no
spear, but his staff, no sword or bow, but a sling, no quiver, but 5 smooth

stones, David came in the Name of the Lord. David relied on the Lord, as
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Goliath relied on his sword and spear. David’s victory over Goliath is a type
of Christ’s victory over satan. David epitomises our calling to be more than
conquerors through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Contrasting Kings

Both Saul and David ruled as kings of Israel, both for 40 years (2 Samuel
12:13). Yet Saul was a failure and David was a success. It was not that David
was perfect, but he wholeheartedly confessed and repented of his sins and
transgressions against the Lord (Psalm 51). David displayed humility,
faithfulness, patience, and courage. He repeatedly spared the life of his
tormentor, Saul, refusing to assassinate God’s anointed king. Saul, an
unrepentant sinner, went to death and destruction, dragging his family and
country with him. David refused to take the law into his owns hands. He
trusted in God’s timing. David, a repentant sinner, achieved glorious victories
over his enemies. He left us some of the greatest songs of worship ever
composed in history.

Jerusalem

After the death of Saul, David was made king of Judea, and, 7 years later, king
over all the 12 tribes of Israel. He conquered Jerusalem from the Jebusites and
made it the new capital of the nation of Israel.

Sincerity is Not Enough

When he sought to bring the Ark of God into Jerusalem, it indicated a desire
to put God at the centre of the political and cultural life of the nation. However,
sincerity is not enough. Neither David, nor the priests, followed God’s specific
directions for how the Ark was to be transported. As a result, Uzzah was
struck dead for reaching out and touching the Ark. Here we learn that it is
not what we think, but what God says, that is important. The Ark was not
to be transported on an oxcart, but carried on poles by priests.

The Danger of Inactivity

David also fell into sin by remaining in Jerusalem at a time when kings went
out to war. Some temptations come to the industrious, but all temptations
come to the idle. Although David’s repentance was wholehearted and sincere
(Psalm 51), the terrible episode of David and Bathsheba confirm the truth of
Numbers 32:23, “be sure your sin will find you out”, and “what a man sows that
shall he reap” (Galatians 6:7). The baby died, Davids son, Absolom
treacherously sowed division and led the nation into civil war, and much
death and destruction resulted. Beware when you think you stand, lest you
fall.
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Parenthood and Personal Responsibility

The books of Samuel also show us the importance of parenthood. Both Eli
and Samuel failed to adequately discipline their children, and severe
consequences resulted. Yet, one also learns the responsibility of individual
choices. Although Jonathan was the son of a bad king (Saul), he was an
exemplary soldier and a friend who stuck closer than a brother. Although
Absolom was the son of a good king (David), he became selfish and
treacherous.

A Golden Age

David took a single tribe, developed it into a settled nation and expanded it
into a sizable empire. Although he inherited a divided and chaotic state, he
lifted Israel to the heights of becoming the dominant military and political
power in Western Asia.

Preparations for the Temple

David captured Jerusalem and established the capital of Israel there. He
brought the Ark back to Jerusalem and made all the preparations necessary
for the building of the Temple, which his son King Solomon would accomplish.
When God sent a plague to judge the nation, David bought a threshing floor
to establish an altar (2 Samuel 24:18-25; 1 Chronicles 22:1). It was on this
very spot that the Temple was later built under his son, King Solomon.
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CHAPTER 10

1 & 2 KINGS

“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow
Him; but if Baal, follow him.” 1 Kings 18:21

1 Samuel: Samuel to King Saul.
2 Samuel: reign of King David.
1 Kings: Solomon to Ahab.
2 Kings: Ahab to Zedekiah.

The Kingdom of Israel
The Kingdom of Israel went through three stages:
1. United Kingdom: Saul - 40 years.

David - 40 years.
Solomon - 40 years.
2. Divided Kingdom: 10 Tribes in the North - Israel or Samaria.
2 Tribes in the South - Judah.
Israel exiled by Assyria 721BC

3. Single Kingdom: 140 years until Judah is exiled to
Babylon 587BC.
The Books of 1 & 2 Kings cover 400 years.
Who wrote Kings?

Parts of Kings are identical to the Prophecies of Jeremiah. Although Jeremiah
was a contemporary of King Josiah and at the heart of many of the events
described, he is not mentioned in the book, indicating that he was probably
the author. Most of 1 & 2 Kings was probably written by the prophet Jeremiah.

Why Was Kings Written?

When Jerusalem fell, and the Temple was destroyed, the nation exiled,
effectively slaves again, in a foreign land, inevitably the people would have
asked: What went wrong? Why did God allow all this to happen to us? The
Book of Kings provides the answers.

The Blessings and Curses of the Covenant

In keeping with the Covenant God made with the people of Israel and
recorded in the Book of Deuteronomy, He warned that if the people turned
to idols and broke His Law, He would bring foreigners to destroy Jerusalem,
to destroy the Temple, and to scatter them in foreign lands. Deuteronomy 28
solemnly listed the blessings of obedience and the curses of disobedience. Yet
even here there is hope, because God promises that although His people may
break the Covenant, He never will. God promised to bring His people back
from exile. Their punishment would be for a limited time only - 70 years.
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The Message of Kings

We generally get the governments we deserve. A wicked people will be
oppressed by a wicked government. If we reject God, He will reject us. If we
obey God, He will bless us. If we repent, He will restore us. Kings records
history from God’s perspective.

Evaluation

Each king is evaluated in terms of their worship, whether they were faithful
to the Lord God or not, and their ethics and policies, whether they upheld
justice and morality, or not. God is no respecter of persons.

The Kings of Judah

The Southern kingdom of Judah had six good and two very good kings. They
also had one, who was the worst of all, Manasseh. Idolatry and immorality
marked his evil reign. Manasseh worshipped Molech and sacrificed his baby
sons in the Valley of Hinnon (Gehenna). Manasseh also murdered the
prophet Isaiah. The good kings of the Southern kingdoms of Judah included
Asawho did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. He expelled the prostitutes
from the land and got rid of all the idols, casting down the pornographic
Asherah poles and burning them in the Kidron Valley. Asa’s heart was fully
committed to the Lord all his life (1 Kings 15:11-14).

The Wicked Queen

There was a very bad Queen Athaliah. She was Jezebel’s daughter and married
the King of Judah in the South. She killed all the children of David’s royal line
and seized power. However, an aunt protected the youngest boy, Joash, and
concealed him to preserve the royal line.

Hezekiah

Hezekiah, who was contemporary with Isaiah, was a good king who dug the
tunnel to bring water into Jerusalem and secured its defences. However, he
made a huge mistake when he welcomed to his palace men from Babylon and
showed them all the secrets and treasures of his palace and the Temple. Isaiah
delivered the Word of the Lord to Hezekiah, that because of this, the
Babylonians would take away everything that he had showed off to them.
That was fulfilled when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem 586BC.

Reformation Under Josiah

Another good king of Judah was Josiah, who was born in the same year as the
prophet Jeremiah. When the Book of Deuteronomy was discovered by men
cleaning the Temple, King Josiah was shocked to read of the requirements of
God’s Law and of the judgements warned for disobedience. He ordered the
population to assemble for the full reading of the Law of God and initiated a

national Reformation, destroying all the high places where babies were
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sacrificed, destroying the idols which had subverted the land and brought
about a nation-wide renewal.

Defeat
However, King Josiah foolishly went to war with Egypt when he did not need
to and was killed at the Battle of Megiddo.

The Southern Kingdom

The South had 19 kings and 1 queen. 12 of them were condemned for having
done evil in the eyes of the Lord. 8 were commended, 2, Hezekiah and Josiah,
were highly praised for their diligence in uprooting idolatry and opposing
immorality.

Prophets to Judah

The main prophets to the South during the times of the kings were: Obadiah,
Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Naham, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk and
during the time of the exile to Babylon: Daniel and Ezekiel.

The Kings of Israel

In the Northern kingdom of Israel, all 20 kings were bad, 14 of which were
severely condemned for being exceptionally evil. While the South had just
one dynasty, the North had nine, with the succession precipitated by
assassination six times.

Ahab and Jezebel

Ahab stands out as one of the worst of the kings of Israel. He married a
Phoenician princess from Sidon, Jezebel. It was her scheming which arranged
for the false charges against Naboth, so that Ahab could seize his vineyard. It
was this event which marked the beginning of the Prophet Elijah’s ministry.
He confronted Ahab and Jezebel and famously challenged the prophets of
Baal to a contest on Mount Carmel, where God answered his fervent prayer
for fire from heaven on his altar.

Prophets to Israel
The main prophets to the Northern kingdom of Israel were: Elijah, Elisha,
Jonah, Amos and Hosea.

Elijah and Elisha
The prophets Elijah and Elisha were very different. Elijah was the preacher,
the fighter, the one who challenged the people and the false prophets. Elisha
was more pastoral and nurturing in his ministry. On one occasion, Elisha
raised to life a widow’s son in the village of Shumen, just half a mile from the
village of Nain, where the Lord Jesus would also raise a widow son. Elisha fed
100 people with a few barley loaves. Later the Lord Jesus would feed thousands
with five barley loaves and two fish. Elijah’s confrontational ministry was
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likened to that of John the Baptist, who was said to have the Spirit of Elijah,
as he prepared the way for the Lord. “The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul” “The Law of God is the schoolmaster that leads us to Christ.”

Warnings Before Judgement

Kings makes it clear that God always gives His people warnings before
bringing punishment upon them for what they know is wrong. Yet, generally
Israel and Judah ignored the warnings of God’s messengers and preferred the
soothing reassurances of the false prophets. The prophets God sent were
frequently ridiculed, beaten, punished and often martyred.

Where Were the Priests?

Throughout the spiritual decline of Israel and Judah, the priests should have
been reminding the people of the Law of God and calling them to repentance.
However, their silence and ineffectiveness led to God raising up prophets to
call the people to repentance.

Verbal, Visual and Violent

God’s warnings came in stages. First they were verbal, through the prophets.
Then they were visual and, finally, violent. The Israelites lost territory, they
lost their independence. The ten Northern tribes were deported to Assyria
and finally the kingdom of Judah in the South was deported to Babylon in
three stages. No one is judged without first receiving multiple warnings.

Solomon’s Falling Away

Solomon’s reign, which began so well, deteriorated as he accumulated
excessive wealth and multiple wives, in clear violation of the specific
instructions of God that kings were not to accumulate for themselves,
excessive wealth or multiple wives (Deuteronomy 17:14-20).

Immorality and Idolatry

The sins of the people which led to the fall of Jerusalem, the destruction of the
Temple and the exile of the people to Babylon, were immorality and idolatry.
They hardened their hearts against the repeated warnings of God, stubbornly
refusing to repent of their sins and return to the Lord.

Unequally Yoked

The Word of God commands us not to be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). Solomon, although he authored Proverbs, a
great Book of wisdom, did not practise wisdom in his own life. He married
many wives, many of them unbelievers, and fell into idolatry with them. He
also overtaxed and burdened his people to maintain his lavish lifestyle.
Solomon laid the foundations for the break up of the United Kingdom and
provoked the revolt of the ten Northern tribes when his foolish son,
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Rehoboam, took up the throne. Immorality and religious apostasy go
together. Nothing erodes the foundations of a nation faster than spiritual
decline.

Character and Conduct Determines Destiny

The Books of Samuel and Kings make clear that the character and conduct of
a king decides the fate of the nation. Kings catalogues why Israel and Judah
were judged, defeated, exiled and scattered.

Jesus in Kings

The Gospels tell us that Jesus is greater than Solomon (Luke 11:31). Christ is
our wisdom. Hebrews 9:11 teaches us that Jesus is greater than the Temple.
He likened His Body to the Temple. When our Lord died on Calvary, the
curtain in the Temple separating the Holy Place from the most Holy Place,
was split from top to bottom, indicating that the Lord had made open the way
for us to come to the Father (Matthew 27:51).

The Sign of Jonah

The prophet Jonah, mentioned in (2 Kings 14:25), was referred to by our
Lord, when He said that just as Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days
and three nights, so He would be raised to life (Luke 11:29-30).

The Son of David

The prophet Elijah met with the Lord Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration
(Matthew 17:3). Just as Elisha had raised the widow’s son, so Jesus raised a
boy from the dead, in the village of Nain. Just as Elisha had fed 100 with
bread, so the Lord fed over 5,000 with bread and fish. Jesus Christ is the King
of kings and the Lord of lords. He is the true Son of David, whose reign will
never end. Christ’s Kingdom will replace and outlast all others.

Do We Have Idols Today?

Many reading the Books of Kings may assume that we no longer have idols
today. However, if you look around it will be clear that there are many. We
speak of Hollywood idols, sports idols, sex idols, political idols. There are
even programmes called “Idols” Many Christians even make idols of religious
musicians and TV personalities. The Scriptures make clear that God hates all
idolatry. The division of Israel, the fall of Jerusalem, the Exile and scattering
of the tribes of Israel make clear that God is serious. He is a Holy God and we
cannot break His Law with impunity. What we sow we shall reap.
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The KINGS of JUDAH and ISRAEL

KINGS of JUDAH Reigned

Dates B.C.

Rehoboam, 932-915

17 years (1 Kings 14:21)

Abijah, 915 - 913

3 years (1 Kings 15:1-2)

Asa, 913 -873

41 years (1 Kings 15:9-10)

Jehoso Fhat 873 - 849

25 years (1 Kings 22:41-42)

Jehoram, co-regent
2 years 2 Kings 1:17)

Jehoram,

6 years (2 Kings 8:16-17)
Ahaziah,

1 year (2 Kings 8:25-26)
Athaliah,

6 years (2 Kings 11:3)
Joash,

40 years (2 Kings 12:1)
Amaziah,

29 years (2 Kings 14:1-2)
Uzziah,

52 years (2 Kings 14:21-22)

Jotham,
16 years (2 Kings 15:32-33)

Ahaz,

16 years (2 Kings 16:2)
Hezekiah,

29 years (2 Kings 18:1,2,10,13)
Manasseh,

55 years (2 Kings 21:1)
Amon,

2 years (2 Kings 21:19)
Josiah,

31 years (2 Kings 22:1)
Jehoahaz,

3 months (2 Kings 22:31)

Jehoiakim,
11 years (2 Kings 23:36)

Jehoiachin,
3 months (2 Kings 24:8)

Zedekiah,
11 years (2 Kings 24:18)

849 - 842

842 - 842

842 - 836

836 - 797

798 - 786

787 - 749

749 - 734

734 -727

728 - 687

687 - 639

639 - 638

638 - 608

608 - 608

608 - 597

597 - 597

597 - 586

Destruction of Jerusalem 586 B.C.
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KINGS of ISRAEL Reigned

Dates B.C.

Jeroboam, 932-911

22 years (1 Kings 14:20)

Nadab, 911 - 910

2 years (1 Kings 15:25)

Baasha, 910 - 887

24 years (1 Kings 15:33)

Elah, 887 - 88

2 years (1 Kings 16:8)

Zimri, 886 - 886

7 days (1 Kings 16:15)

Omri & Tibni, 886 - 882

4 years (1 Kings 16:21,23)

Omri, 882 - 875

8 years

Ahab, 875 - 854

22 years (1 Kings 16:29)

Ahazia, 854 - 853

2 years (1 Kings 22:51)

Jehoram, 853 - 842

12 years (2 Kings 3:1)

Jehu, 842 - 815

28 years (2 Kings 10:36)

Jehoahaz, 816 - 800

17 years (2 Kings 13:1)

Joash, 800 - 785

16 years (2 Kings 13:10)

Jeroboam II,
41 years (2 Kings 14:23)

785 - 745

Jeroboam II, Interregnum

11 years

Zachariah,
6 months (2 Kings 15:8)

Shallum,
1 month (2 Kings 15:13)

Menahem,
10 years (2 Kings 15:17)

Pekahiah,

2 years (2 Kings 15:23)
Pekah,

20 years (2 Kings 15:27)

Pekah, Interregnum
8 years

Hoshea,

9 years (2 Kings 15:30)

Exile of Israel

745 - 745
745 - 745
745 - 736
736 - 735

736 - 730

730 - 722

722 B.C.
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CHAPTER 11

1 &2 CHRONICLES

“..who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do...”
1 Chronicles 12:32

Who Wrote Chronicles?

Ezra compiled and edited the Books of 1 and 2 Chronicles, drawing from the
official histories and archives: The Chronicles of King David; the Book of
Samuel, the Book of Nathan, the Prophecy of Ahijah, the Book of the Kings of
Israel, the Vision of Isaiah the Prophet, and other annals. Ezra had access to
journals, diaries and public records, which are now not available.

What is the Difference Between Kings and Chronicles?

1 and 2 Kings give a parallel account of both the northern kingdom of Israel
and the southern kingdom of Judah, Chronicles focuses primarily on the
southern kingdom.

Three Sections of Chronicles

1: 1 Chronicles 1 - 9, lists the genealogies.

2: 1 Chronicles 10 - 2 Chronicles 9, presents the story of the United Kingdom
under King David and his son Solomon.

3:2 Chronicles 10 - 36, the story of Judah in the time of the divided kingdom.

Why So Much Attention to Genealogies?

Under the old Covenant land was apportioned to families and could not be
sold in perpetuity. It was to remain within the family. The priesthood was also
hereditary, according to families. Similarly, the kingly line was to come from
the ancestry of David. The emphasis on genealogies in the Bible shows that an
important part of our identity is who our parents and ancestors were. Who
we marry will affect future generations, for eternity.

Who are the Main Characters?

The central character of 1 Chronicles is King David. The central characters in
2 Chronicles: King Solomon, King Asa, King Jehoshaphat, King Joash, King
Hezekiah and King Josiah.

Reformations and Revivals
There are five great periods of Reformation and spiritual Revival recorded in
2 Chronicles. King Asa (Ch. 15), Jehoshaphat (Ch. 17), Joash (Ch. 23),
Hezekiah (Ch. 29 - 31), and Josiah (Ch. 34 — 35). In each of these times of
Reformation, there was a return to studying and applying the Law of God to
every area of life. Idols were destroyed, immorality repented of, prostitutes
banished from the land, pornographic Asherah poles demolished, Baal alters
(where babies had been sacrificed) destroyed. Decisive action was taken to
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confront sin in both hearts and society. These times of earnestly seeking God’s
face were followed with spiritual Revival.

The Temple

The Ark of the Covenant, the Tabernacle, the Temple, and the worship of the
Lord are central in Chronicles. David’s capture of Jerusalem, transporting the
Ark to Jerusalem, the preparation for building of the Temple, and the dedication
of the magnificent Temple in Jerusalem, are given much attention in Chronicles.

If My People

After the dedication of the Temple, the Lord appeared to Solomon and
instructed him: “When I shut up Heaven and there is no rain, or command the
locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, if My people,
who are called by My Name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven and
forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:13-14

National Repentance

When any natural or man-made disaster occurs, then God’s instruction to
His people is to humble ourselves, to pray, to seek His face, and to turn from
our wicked ways. Only then does He promise to hear our prayer, to forgive
our sin and to heal our land.

Sin is Serious

Chronicles makes clear that God always gives His people warning before He
brings judgement upon them for what they know is wrong. Sin is serious.
Everything has consequences. Jerusalem fell and the Temple was destroyed
because of persistent immorality and idolatry. “Now set your heart and your
soul to seek the Lord your God.” 1 Chronicles 22:19

Jesus in Chronicles

Jesus Christ is the Son of David, Messiah, King of kings and Lord of lords. He
has a greater Kingdom than that of Solomon, Christ has greater wisdom. He
is greater than the Temple. He is a greater High Priest. He is the Eternal Judge.

“O give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His Name; make known His deeds
among the peoples! Sing to Him, sing Psalms to Himj; talk of all His wondrous
works! Glory in His Holy Name; let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the
Lord! Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face evermore! Remember
His marvellous works which He has done, His wonders and the judgements
of His mouth.” 1 Chronicles 12:8-12

Dr Peter Hammond
www.LivingstoneFellowship.co.za
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CHAPTER 12

EZRA

“Ezra came up from Babylon; and he was a skilled scribe in the Law of
Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given. The king granted him all his
request, according to the hand of the Lord His God upon him.” Ezra 7:6

Who Was Ezra?

Ezra was a scribe, a descendant of Aaron, the original high priest, through his
son Eleazar, and later Phinehas and Zaddock. Ezra was of the tribe of Levi,
with a long, unbroken line of priests in his ancestry.

When Was Ezra Written?

The Book of Ezra was written between 460 and 440 BC.

The first exiles returned to Jerusalem from Babylon 537 BC.

The Temple was rebuilt 516 BC.

Esther became Queen of Persia 479 BC.

Ezra led the second expedition from Babylon 458 BC.

The Book of Ezra covers over 100 years, dealing with the three deportations
from the Southern Kingdom of Judah, and the three returns from Babylonian
captivity.

THE MESSAGE OF EZRA

Return

There had been two Exiles. The first Exile involved the ten tribes of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel, when Assyria conquered Samaria and deported
the ten tribes in 721 BC.

The second Exile involved the two tribes in the Southern Kingdom of Judah,
following the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians. The main prophets to the
Judeans in Exile in Babylonia were: Ezekiel and Daniel.

The Babylonian Empire was conquered by the Medo-Persian Empire. No
doubt influenced by Daniel, Cyrus, the King of Persia, made a proclamation
permitting the Judean exiles in his kingdom to return to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:1-
6). Cyrus even financed the return. “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the
kingdoms of the earth the Lord God of Heaven has given me. And He has
commanded me to build Him a House at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.” Ezra 1:2

The Book of Ezra is the first time that the Bible refers to the Jews. Many
mistakenly refer to the Hebrews of Moses time and the Israelites of the time
of King David and Solomon as Jews. This is historically inaccurate and
Biblically incorrect. Of the 12 Tribes of Israel, only the Judeans are referred to
as Jews, and then only after the captivity in Babylon.
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At Cyrus call (537BC), 42,360 Judeans return to Jerusalem under their
governor Zerubbabel. The families which participated in this long and
arduous journey are named, honoured and remembered.

Rebuilding

Zerubbabel, the governor and Joshua, the priest, led the people in first
building an altar and then rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. The place
where sin must be dealt with must come first in our life. Our hearts must be
right with God, before we come before Him in worship. Just as the altar was
at the centre of Temple worship, so the Cross must be at the centre of Christian
worship. The primary focus of Ezra is the rebuilding of the Temple,
Reformation of society, restoration of Biblical marriages and families and
revived worship of the Lord God. But it all starts with a restored altar.

Resistance

As the work of rebuilding the Temple began, resistance amongst the nearby
inhabitants attempted to distract and discourage God’s people. Attempts were
made to frustrate their purposes and false accusations were brought against
those engaged in the work. When God gives you an important work, expect
opposition. “Then the people of the land tried to discourage the people of Judah.
They troubled them...” Ezra 4:4

Reinforcements

Sixty years after the Judeans had first returned to Jerusalem, Ezra led a second
expedition from Babylon to reinforce the struggling Judeans. Ezra received a
commission from King Artaxerxes, to whom Queen Esther was married.
Ezra’s contingent journeyed four months (119 days) to reach Jerusalem. There
they reinforced and re-inspired the Judeans to restore the Temple. “Whatever
is commanded by the God of Heaven, let it diligently be done. ...also we inform
you that it shall not be lawful to impose tax, tribute, or custom on any of the
priests, ...or servants of the House of God.” Ezra 7: 23-24

Restoration

To revitalise Scripture study, Ezra founded the Synagogue worship pattern in
each community, setting out a pattern of Bible study followed by worship,
which was to become the pattern of the congregations in the early Church.
Ezra also edited 1 & 2 Chronicles and wrote some of the Psalms, including
the great Psalm 119, celebrating the Law of God.

Repentance

In his great prayer of national repentance Ezra warned against mixed
marriages. Israelites had married the daughters of Canaanites, Hittites,
Perisites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites.
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“For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and
their sons, so that the Holy seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands.
Indeed the hand of the leaders and rulers has been foremost in this trespass.
So when I heard this thing I tore my garment and my robe and plucked out
some of the hair on my head and beard and sat down astonished. Then
everyone who trembled at the Words of the God of Israel assembled to me,
because of the transgression of those who had been carried away captive,
and I sat astonished until the evening sacrifice. At the evening sacrifice, 1
rose from my fasting; and having torn my garment and my robe, I fell on my
knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my God. And I said: ‘O my God,
I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift up my face to You, my God; for our
iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has grown up to
the heavens.” Ezra 9:2-6

“Now therefore, do not give your daughters as wives for their sons, nor take
their daughters to your sons... that you may be strong and eat the good of
the land and leave it as an inheritance to your children forever” Ezra 9:12

Intermarrying with the heathen nations around them, Ezra describes as
“...our great guilt... our iniquities... these abominations...” Ezra 9:13-14

Reformation

Ezra taught the returned exiles the Scriptures, and applied the Law of God to
daily life. He reformed the laws of the communities and cleansed the
community of mixed marriages. God’s people were to be separate from the
world, a special people, dedicated to studying and obeying the Word of God
and worshipping the Lord alone. They were to be pure in their marriages and
in their worship. Those guilty of having “married foreign women” were named
and shamed in the last chapter of Ezra (10) as an everlasting testimony to all
ages of their disgrace. Who we marry matters. We have an obligation before
Almighty God to only marry according to His will. Marriage is not only a
personal choice. Marriage involves two families, the entire community, the
nation and the Kingdom of God. God seeks “..godly offspring...” Malachi 2:15

Revival

Ezra laid the foundations for what Nehemiah would later accomplish in
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem and restoring the community. Ezra was an
example of devotion to the study of God’s Word, and in prayer and fasting.
Ezra 9 records his leading the people in repentance. He tore his clothes in
great distress and grief, trembled in fear and reacted with revulsion to the
seriousness of their national sin. He communicated the holiness of God, the
seriousness of sin, and what true repentance involves. Repentance involves:
conviction, contrition, and conversion. This led to Spiritual Revival. He led

61



Old Testament Survey Ezra

the people in a sacred covenant with God and prepared them to be ready for
the fullness of the time when the Messiah would come to Jerusalem. If God
was to come, or call you, today — would you be ready?

Reading the Law

Ezra read the Law publicly, from a wooden pulpit, to the whole community of
Israel, of all ages assembled. This reading took place at the Feast of Tabernacles,
the Harvest Festival. At the reading of the Law, the people were so convicted
of their sins, that they broke down and wept confessing their sins to God. At
the conclusion of these prayers of repentance and confession, Ezra led the
people in renewing their Covenant with Almighty God, dealing with mixed
marriages, misappropriated funds, desecrated Sabbaths and neglected duties.

Remnant

Whenever man’s sin leads to disaster and judgement, God preserves a
remnant. Noah and his family were the remnant saved from the destruction
of the Flood. Lot’s family were the remnant rescued from Sodom and
Gomorrah. In the time of the great apostasy of Israel under Ahab and Jezebel,
God preserved 7,000 who had not bowed the knee to Baal. In the Book of
Ezra we read of the remnant who returned from exile in Babylon to the land
of Judah. The Apostle Paul writes: “What, do you not know what the Scripture
says of Elijah? How he pleads with God against Israel, saying, ‘Lord, they
have killed your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left,
and they seek my life!” But what does the Divine response say to him? ‘I have
reserved for Myself 7,000 men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’ Even
so then, at this present time, there is a remnant according to the election of
grace.” Romans 11:2-5. The Book of Ezra lists the family heads of those who
returned from Exile. Our ancestry and our family matters. Those whose
ancestry could not be proven from the official genealogy “..were excluded
from the priesthood as defiled.” Ezra 2:62

Restoration

The Book of Ezra is a chronicle of hope and restoration, as God’s people
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple, repenting of their sins,
rededicating their lives, restoring their marriages and families, reforming
their laws and renewing their worship of the Lord. God graciously responds
by pouring out Revival blessings upon them.

Haggai and Zechariah

The most prominent prophets during the time of Ezra were Haggai and
Zechariah, who called the people to their highest priority of worship. “So the
elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo ...” Ezra 6:14
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A Second Exodus
The Book of Ezra records a second exodus as God’s people returned from
captivity to the Promised Land. A new beginning for the people of God.

"Then the children of Israel who had returned from the captivity ate together
with all who had separated themselves from the filth of the nations of the land
in order to seek the Lord God of Israel." Ezra 6:21

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it
and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel” Ezra 7:10

Have you fully repented for all sin in your life?

Have you come to the Cross?

Have you returned to the Lord?

Have you prepared your heart?

Do you carefully study the Word of God?

Are you applying the Lordship of Christ to all areas of life?
Is the worship of God central to your life?

Is your marriage God-honouring?

Are you raising Godly children in the love and fear of God?

“The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul...” Psalm 19:7

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship i
P.O. Box 74 2

i
Newlands 7725
Cape Town South Africa

mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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The Temple in Jerusalem
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CHAPTER 13

NEHEMIAH

“You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates
are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we
may no longer be a reproach.” Nehemiah 2:17

Nehemiah was a contemporary of Queen Esther, the prophet Haggai, and
Ezra. Nehemiah was a cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. It is possible that Queen
Esther persuaded her stepson, Artaxerxes, to give this place of honour and
trust to Nehemiah.

Information

News of the trouble and disgrace of the returned exiles in Jerusalem reached
Nehemiah. The walls were still broken down and the gates had been burned
with fire. Nehemiah sat down, wept, mourned, fasted and prayed. From his
regret and repentance, he was led to make a request of the king, to be released
to travel to Jerusalem to aid his people in rebuilding the walls of the city.
Nehemiah provides us with a proven strategy for success in any venture. This
book inspired the launch of Africa Christian Action and it has guided many
in how to achieve their goals.

“My people perish for lack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6.

We must be informed. It is when people are informed that they can be inspired
to prayer and action. Nehemiah researched amongst the rubble and developed
a plan of action.

Vision

“Without a vision a people perish.” Nehemiah had a vision of a great work and
he inspired those around him with that vision.

Involvement

“Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and raise up the age-old
foundations; you will be called repairer of broken walls, restorer of streets
with dwellings.” Isaiah 58:12

Nehemiah motivated and mobilised the community to rebuild their portion
of the wall. Yet, while each group of families had their own part of the wall to
work on, they were united in a common goal. “The God of Heaven Himself
will prosper us, therefore we His servants will arise and build...” Nehemiah 2:20

Opposition
The rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem met resistance. Sanballat the
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arab, mocked and
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ridiculed the people of God as they sought to rebuild the wall. They sought to
undermine and interfere with the work and spread false charges against
Nehemiah and his followers. When God gives you a work to do, satan sends
people to waste your time. Some have the gift of criticism and a ministry of
discouragement. They seek to undermine those who seek first God’s Kingdom.

Intercession

In response to their threats, Nehemiah turned to God in prayer: “Hear O our
God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on their own heads and give them as
plunder to the land of captivity! Do not cover their iniquity, and do not let their sin
be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You to anger before the
builders.” Nehemiah 4:4-5. This is an example of praying the imprecatory Psalms.

Resistance

Nehemiah encouraged his people: “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the
Lord, great and awesome and fight for your brethren, your sons, your
daughters, your wives and your houses.” Nehemiah 4:14. The Bible is not a
pacifist book. Christians are called to stand up, to step out and to fight the
good fight of Faith. “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially
for those of his household, he has denied the Faith and is worse than an
unbeliever” 1 Timothy 5:8

With Sword and Tool

Nehemiah ensured that his people were armed and prepared. The people
worked with all their heart, with a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other.
“The work is great and extensive and we are separated far from one another on
the wall. Whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our
God will fight for us!” Nehemiah 4:19-20

The Trumpet

The trumpet bearer remained close to Nehemiah so that when any portion of
the wall came under attack, the trumpet would be blown and the other people
would rally to that point under attack. Historically the Church bell has alerted
people to fires and summoned the faithful to services. Today the newsletter
and mailing lists, Christian community radio programmes, the internet and
social media serve as trumpets of communication to concentrate our forces
where and when needed.

Distraction

The people were united in the common goal and alert to the threats. When
Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem sought to distract Nehemiah by calling him for
a conference, he responded: “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come
down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?” Nehemiah

6:3. Do not allow yourself to be side tracked. Seek first the Kingdom of God.
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Implementation

Within a mere 52 days, the wall was completed. “And it happened, when all
our enemies heard of it, and all the nations around us saw these things, that
they were very disheartened in their own eyes; for they perceived that this
work was done by our God.” Nehemiah 6:16

Perseverance
We should never allow ourselves to be distracted, deviated, discouraged or
drawn away from our duty.

Reading of the Law

Once the wall was rebuilt, all the people assembled in the square as Ezra the
Scribe brought out the Book of the Law of Moses and read it to all the people.
Ezra made it clear; giving the meaning, so that the people could understand
what was being read. As the people refocused on God’s Word, the response
was Repentance and Revival (Nehemiah 8:1-12). “The Law of the Lord is
perfect reviving the soul” (Psalm 19:7).

Repentance

The people wept as they listened to the Words of the Law and recognised
their sinfulness before a Holy God. Nehemiah responded to the people: “Do
not sorrow, for The joy of the Lord is your strength!” Nehemiah 8:10.
Nehemiah 9 records a great prayer of Repentance and Renewal of the
Covenant. Repentance lends to rejoicing.

The Israelites gathered together, fasting and wearing sack cloth and having
put dust on their heads, they stood and confessed their sins and the wickedness
of their fathers: “But they and our Fathers acted proudly, hardened their necks
and did not heed Your Commandments. They refused to obey, and they were
not mindful of Your wonders that You did among them. But they hardened their
necks, and in their rebellion they appointed a leader to return to their bondage.
But You are God, worthy to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
abundant in kindness and did not forsake them... and in the time of their
trouble, when they cried to You, You heard from Heaven; and according to Your
abundant mercies, You gave them deliverers who saved them from the hand of
their enemies. But after they had rested, they again did evil before You. Therefore
you left them in the hand of their enemies, so that they had dominion over
them; yet when they returned and cried out to You, You heard from Heaven;
and many times You delivered them according to Your mercies... now
therefore Our God, the Great, Mighty and Awesome God, who keeps Covenant
and mercy... You are just in all that has befallen us; for You have dealt
faithfully, but we have dealt wickedly. Neither our kings, nor our princes, our
priests, nor our Fathers, have kept Your Law, or heeded Your Commandments

66



Old Testament Survey Nehemiah

and Your testimonies, with which You testified against them. For they have not
served you and the kingdom, or in the many good things that You gave them...
here we are, servants today! The land that You gave to our fathers, to eat its fruit
and its bounty, here we are, servants in it. Because of all this, we make a sure
Covenant and write it; our leaders, our Levites and our priests seal it.”

Nehemiah 9:16-38

Reform
As goes the family so goes the nation. The place to begin Reformation is in
the home. When Nehemiah discovered that some of the believers had
“married women of Ashdod, Ammon and Moab”, and that many of their
children could not even speak the language of Judah “but spoke according to
the language of one or the other people. So I contended with them and cursed
them, struck some of them, and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by
God, saying: ‘You shall not give your daughters as wives to their sons, nor take
their daughters for your sons or yourselves. Did not Solomon, king of Israel, sin
by these things? Yet among many nations there was no king like him, he was
beloved of his God; and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless pagan
women caused even him to sin. Should we then hear of your doing all this great
evil, transgressing against our God by marrying pagan women?””

Nehemiah 13:23-27

Defiled and Disqualified

Nehemiah drove from the priesthood a man (the High Priest's son) who was
married to a pagan (Sanballat's daughter!) Nehemiah banished him “because
they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the
Levites. Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan.” Nehemiah 13:28-30. Who
we marry matters. Marriage involves two families, a community, a nation and
the Kingdom of God.

Resolution

Nehemiah stands out as a man of prayer and action. A man of character,
courageous and resilient. A man of vision and a gifted organiser, who was
able to mobilise the people to complete a great task. Nehemiah is a book of
Restoration. “Without a vision a people perish.” From Ezra and Haggai the
people received a vision, and Nehemiah organised the people to fulfil this
vision, resolutely persevering until all obstacles were overcome. Nehemiah
stands out as a man who was both prayerful and practical, one who could
sorrow and yet rejoice, one who could be both tough and tender, sensitive to
God and to his neighbours. He is concerned with justice and efficiency. Most
of all he was concerned for the Glory of God and the good of His people.
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Principles for Success

Whether your studies, a writing project, physical training, or skills
development, the principles for success are laid out in Nehemiah. You can
apply these principles to school, sports, or your spiritual development, your
marriage, your community, or your country. Study Nehemiah this week and
apply its time-tested strategy for success in your life.

Information, Intercession, Involvement, Implementation and Investment,
Motivate and Mobilise.
Educate, Encourage and Enlist

Perseverance leads to achievement.

Communications, Commitment and Concentration of forces leads to
victory.

Resolution, Repentance and Reformation lead to Revival.

Do you have a vision?

Do you have a vision of God?

Do you have a vision of what God wants done?
Is the joy of the Lord your strength?

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

Rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem
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CHAPTER 14

ESTHER

“..who knows whether you have come to the Kingdom for such a time as
this?” Esther 4:14

The book of Esther is a dramatic and romantic historical novel. The powerful
drama portrayed in Esther includes: intrigue, suspense, love, hatred, pride,
conceit, malice, conspiracy, revenge, murder, duty, honour and courage.

A Colossal Conflict Between Continents

The historical backdrop to the book of Esther is one of the most famous and
dramatic chapters in world history. Xerxes, the King of Persia, was about to
launch his famous invasion of Europe. His father, Darius I, had been defeated
by the Greeks at the Battle of Marathon. The historian Herodotus informs us
that the occasion for the great feast described in Esther 1 was for planning the
campaign against Greece in the third year of Xerxes™ reign. Xerxes (king
Ahasuerus) accumulated a massive army of reportedly 5 million men. Only
10% of these were Persians, the rest conscripted from the 127 provinces ruled
by the Persian Empire. Xerxes’ engineers used over 670 boats lashed together
to form two bridges across the Hellespont, enabling his huge army to march
from Asia into Europe.

The Capriciousness of Xerxes

Indicating what a volatile individual Xerxes was, when a storm wrecked the
first attempts of his engineers to complete the bridge across the channel, he
ordered the Hellespont waters flogged and chained as punishment for its
tempestuousness!

The War with the Greeks

Xerxes’ mighty Persian army was held up most famously by the 300 courageous
Spartans under King Leonidas at the pass of Thermopalae. Wave after wave of
Persian troops were thrown against the heroic Spartans, but they had chosen
their battleground well. The Persian weight of numbers counted for little in
the narrow pass of Thermopalae. The skill, courage and strength of the
Spartans frustrated every attempt to force the pass. Only the assistance of a
Greek traitor, who guided Xerxes’ soldiers through a precipitous mountain
pass to outflank Leonidas’ Spartans, enabled the Persian army to finally
continue their southward march. Xerxes burned Athens, but then was
decisively defeated by the Athenian navy at the battle of Salamis in 480BC.

With his naval re-supply ships destroyed, Xerxes had no option but to
withdraw from Europe, Athens was rebuilt, and a century and a half later,
Alexander the Great conquered the Persian Empire and burned Darius III's
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capital at Persepolis in 331BC. (The great palace of Xerxes at Persepolis where
Esther spent much of her time, was excavated in 1930 by the Oriental Institute
of Chicago. The grandeur of Xerxes’ palaces can still be perceived in the vast
halls and giant columns that archaeologists have uncovered both in Persepolis
and Susa.)

Understanding the Times

Although the book of Esther occurs after Nehemiah in its order in the Bible,
the events recorded in Nehemiah actually happened 30 years after Esther was
crowned queen. The events in the book of Esther occur between chapter 6
and chapter 7 of Ezra. Perhaps because of the book being written in Persia,
the no doubt sensitive issues of its catastrophic defeats in Greece are not
directly mentioned in this book. However, that was the historical backdrop.
Xerxes father Darius I had been defeated at Marathon. When Xerxes
attempted to complete what his father had begun in seeking to subjugate
Greece, his aspirations were frustrated with the battles of Thermopalae and
Salamis. The invasion of Greece occurred immediately after chapter 1 of
Esther.

Chapter 2 begins with the word: “Later...” It was four years after Vashti was
deposed and two years after Xerxes’ army had been frustrated at the battles of
Thermopalae and Salamis in Greece that he married Esther.

Esther was the Queen of Persia for thirteen years. Esther lived for many years
into the reign of her stepson Artaxerxes, under whom Nehemiah rebuilt the
walls of Jerusalem. It was no doubt Esther and Mordecai’s influence that
created the situation in which Nehemiah received the support of Artaxerxes
for rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2:1-9).

The Finger of God

Esther is one of only two books in the Bible named after a woman. The great
Bible commentator, Matthew Henry, notes that while the Name of God is not
mentioned in the book of Esther, the finger of God is everywhere evident,
“The Romance of Providence.”

God and His People

While many in Israel may have felt that God was silent at the time of their
captivity, it was evident that God was with them, even in exile in Babylon and
Persia. When the prophets were silent and the Temple was closed, God was
still watching over His people. While the kings of the earth feasted and forgot,
God remembered, and with His Hand He wrote their doom, or moved their
hands to work according to His perfect Will.

The book of Esther begins with a feast of the world’s prince - Xerxes. It closes
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with a feast of God’s prince - Mordecai. For a while the enemy of God’s people,
Haman, is exalted, but at the end Mordecai is exalted. In Esther, we see that
God always has His man, or His woman, at the best place, at the right time.
God had positioned Joseph in slavery, and in prison, in Egypt in order to save
His people from famine. God had ordered matters so that Moses was brought
up, even in the household of Pharaoh, to set His people free from slavery in
Egypt. God prepared David, even as a shepherd boy to lead His people Israel,
and God prepared Daniel to be His witness in Babylon and Persia.

The Background of Esther

Esther is the original, real life inspiration for the Cinderella stories. Although
Esther’s family would have been of noble birth as Nebuchadnezzar first led
the nobles of Israel away into captivity in Babylon when he captured Jerusalem,
Esther was brought up in poverty, and raised in obscurity. As her parents had
died, she was raised by her elder cousin Mordecai, who was a keeper of the
gate at the Persian palace at Susa.

It is important to study the book of Esther, because it gives us a link in God’s
plan of Redemption, an important chapter in the history of the people
through whom the Messiah came. Secondly the characters in the book of
Esther portray most vividly the consequences of both good actions and evil
actions.

The Feast of Xerxes

The story begins in the third year of Xerxes reign, in his winter capital,
Shushan (Susa), the citadel. For 180 days he has a conference with his officials
and nobles, the princes of all the 127 provinces under him. Xerxes showed
them “the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendour of his excellent
majesty..” Esther 1:4. No doubt this conference was in preparation for their
coming invasion of Europe.

The Capriciousness of Xerxes

Then he held a seven-day feast. “They served drinks... with royal wine in
abundance, according to the generosity of the king... According to each man’s
pleasure... on the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine”
Esther 1:7-10, Xerxes ordered Queen Vashti “to show her beauty to the people
and the officials, for she was beautiful to behold.” Not surprisingly, Queen
Vashti refused to be paraded before drunken men. She was hosting a feast of
her own for the women in the royal palace (Esther 1:9).

Here we see the capriciousness of Xerxes as he allows his advisers to persuade
him to summarily depose and exile the queen.
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The Danger of Alcohol
The Scripture warns us: “Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led
astray by them is not wise.” Proverbs 20:1

“Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat.”
Proverbs 23:20

“It is better not to... drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your
brother to fall” Romans 14:21

“It is not for kings... not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer.”
Proverbs 31:4

How many rash and foolish decisions have been made by individuals while
they are drunk, which they would never have made while sober? It is
noteworthy that Daniel “resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and
wine.” Daniel 1:8

First Recorded Beauty Competition

After the disastrous defeat of Xerxes’ forces in Europe, the king’s servants
proposed a national beauty competition. “Let beautiful young virgins be sought
for the king; and let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather all the beautiful young virgins to Shushan the citadel,...
and let beauty preparations be given to them. Then let the young woman who
pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti” Esther 2:2-4. The Scripture tells us
that Esther “was lovely and beautiful” (2:7). When the king’s custodian, Hegali,
met Esther “she obtained his favour... and he moved her and her maidservants
to the best place...” (2:8-9).

After Esther had completed twelve months’ beauty preparations “six months
with oil of myrrh and six months with perfumes in preparations for beautifying
women” (2:12) she was ready to be brought before the king. “And Esther
obtained favour in the sight of all who saw her.” (2:15). We read that: “The
king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and
favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her
head and made her queen instead of Vashti. Then the king made a great feast of
Esther, for all his officials and servants; and he proclaimed a holiday in all the
provinces and gave gifts according to the generosity of the king.” Esther 2:17-18

A Conspiracy Exposed
At about this time while Mordecai sat in the gates, he overheard two of the
king’s doorkeepers plotting to assassinate the king. Esther passed on
Mordecai’s warning to the king. An enquiry was made and the conspirators
were executed (2:21-23).
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The Arrogance of Haman

At about this time were introduced to Haman, the son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, and the king advanced him above all his princes. Haman expected
everyone to bow and pay homage to him. However, Mordecai, being a Jew, would
not bow or pay homage to any man. “When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow
or pay him homage, Haman was filled with wrath. But he disdained to lay hands on
Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the people of Mordecai. Instead Haman
sought to destroy all the Jews who were throughout the kingdom...” Esther 3:5-6

Mordecai’s refusal to pay reverence to Haman dealt a blow to his pride. This
wounded pride grew into hatred and an insatiable desire for revenge. Swelled with
vanity, and bitterly humiliated, Haman plotted the destruction of the entire
Hebrew race. To determine the day his enemy should be destroyed he cast lots,
which fell on the thirteenth day of Adar (March), just ten months away (Esther
3:7).

The Cruelty of Haman

Now Haman sought to misinform the king in order to obtain his consent.
“Then Haman said to king Xerxes, ‘There is a certain people scattered and
dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; they are also
different from all other peoples, and they do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore
it is not fitting for the king to let them remain. If it pleases the king, let a decree
be written that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the
hands of those who do the work, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.’ So the king
took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of Hammedatha,
the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. And the king said to Haman, “The money
and the people are given to you, to do with them as seems good to you” (3:8-
11). Here we see how pride, rooted in selfishness, can lead to hatred, revenge
and murder. Of course, what Haman could not have seen at the time, was
that the final result of his vengeful pride would be his own destruction.

The Counsel of Mordecai

We have seen the capriciousness of Xerxes and the cruelty of Haman. In
chapter 4 we see the counsel of Mordecai. When Mordecai heard of the
decree to kill all the Jews in the kingdom, he put on sackcloth and ashes,
which has always been associated with repentance and turning to God.

Mordecai informed the queen and counselled her: “Do not think in your heart
that you will escape in the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews. For if
you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise
for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish.
Yet, who knows, whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?” Esther 4:13-14

73



Old Testament Survey Esther

The Courage of Esther

“Then Esther told him to reply to Mordecai: ‘Go, gather all the Jews who are
present in Sushan and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night, or
day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the king which is
against the law; and if I perish I perish!” Esther 4:15-16

In chapter 5 we see the courage of Esther. Esther accepted the challenge and
counsel of Mordecai. Here we see her decisiveness, her resolution and
courageous action. She mobilises the people to prayer. Prayer moves the hand
that moves the world. She is willing to risk her life by going in, unsummoned,
to Xerxes. Remembering how capricious Xerxes could be, and how he had
deposed Vashti for not coming when he had called, she knew that the penalty
for anyone to appear before the king unsummoned was instant death. Yet she
determined that, even though it was against the law, she would go into the
king “and if I perish, I perish!”

It is most impressive that Esther had not been spoiled by her great beauty
being recognised, nor by her coronation as queen of the greatest empire of
her day. She had not allowed the luxuries of her surroundings to turn her to
selfishness. She was willing to risk it all, and her life itself, to do her duty for
her people.

There is always something we must do. We need to do what is right, to do our
duty and to leave the results to God. We are commanded to “speak up for
those who cannot speak for themselves.” To “rescue those being led away to
death”, to “care for widows and orphans in their distress”, to “love our neighbour
as ourselves.” To “take up our cross, to deny ourselves, to forsake the world and
to follow Christ” To “submit to God, resist the devil and he will flee” from us.
No one could tell what this fickle monarch would do, but Esther was
determined to do her duty, no matter what the cost. The name “Esther” means
star and she certainly plays a stellar role in the constellation of God’s people.
Esther is a magnificent example of humility, modesty, obedience, courage,
loyalty and constancy.

We also see her wisdom. She had to move carefully, she was dealing with
powerful and sinister forces. So, prudent as well as fearless, when queen
Esther received the outstretched sceptre from Xerxes and his warm offer to
give her whatever she asked for, she merely asked for Haman and the king to
join her for dinner. “If I have found favour in the sight of the king, and if it
pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfil my request, then let the king and
Haman come to the banquet which I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will
do as the king had said.” (5:8)
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The Pettiness of Haman

“So Haman went out that day joyful and with a glad heart; but when Haman
saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, and that he did not stand or tremble before him,
he was filled with indignation against Mordecai.” (5:9) Athome Haman boasted
of his great riches and of the favour he had received in the eyes of the king,
and now even of the queen. “Yet, all of this avails me nothing, so long as I see
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” (5:13)

It is an amazing thing how a person who has everything, in terms of the
world’s fame and fortune, prestige and power, can become so completely
obsessed as to be blinded to everything else. (Have ever seen some birds in
your back garden fighting over a crumb when there is an abundance of other
crumbs, enough for all the birds? Yet three will fight over one single crumb
and the other two will fly off after the one who finally gets the crumb, leaving,
uneaten, so many other crumbs of bread on the grass! So it is with all too
many people.) Blinded by jealousy, envy, malice and hatred, many people are
blind to their own blessings because of the resentment they have for another
person. Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and his friends, advised that he build a gallows
75 feet high in order to hang Mordecai on it.

The Consequences of Choices

Now in chapter 6 we see the consequences of choices. That night the king
could not sleep, so he commanded one of his attendants to read The Chronicles
of the kingdom. When he was reminded of the action of Mordecai in alerting
him to the conspiracy to assassinate him, Xerxes asked: “What honour or
dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king’s attendants told
him “Nothing has been done for him.”

A Reversal of Fortunes

Now at this crucial point Haman entered the outer court of the king’s palace
to suggest that the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared
for him. But before he could ask, the king asked Haman: “What shall be done
for the man whom the king delights to honour?” Haman, supremely vain,
thought in his heart “Whom would the king delight to honour more than me?”
So Haman answered the king: “For the man whom the king delights to honour,
let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn, and a horse on which the
king has ridden, which has a royal crest placed on its head. Then let this robe
and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king’s noblest princes, that he
may array the man whom the king delights to honour. Then parade him on
horseback through the city square and proclaim before him: “Thus shall it be
done to the man whom the king delights to honour!” Then the king said to
Haman, ‘Hurry, take the robe and the horse, as you have suggested and do so for
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Mordecai the Jew who sits within the king’s gate! Leave nothing undone of all
that you have spoken.” One can only imagine the shock, shame and confusion
of Haman as the tables were turned and he found himself compelled to
honour the Mordecai whom he hated and wanted to murder, to honour his
enemy in a way that he had hoped to be honoured himself.

When Haman hurried back to his house, mourning and with his head
covered, he bewailed what had happened to him to his wife and friends. They
ominously responded: “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of
Jewish descent, you will not prevail against him but will surely fall before him.”
(6:13). Pride comes before a fall. While they were still talking the king’s
officials arrived and hastened to escort Haman to the banquet, which Esther
had prepared.

The Catastrophic Consequences of Evil Character

So the king and Haman went to dine with queen Esther. The king asked:
“What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your
request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!”

<«

Then Queen Esther answered and said: “’If I have found favour in your sight,
O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my
people at my request. For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed,
to be killed and to be annihilated. Had we been sold as male and female slaves,
I would have held my tongue, although the enemy could never compensate for
the king’s loss.” King Xerxes demanded: “‘Who is he, and where is he, who would
dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?” And Esther said: “The adversary
and enemy is this wicked Haman!” So Haman was terrified before the king and
queen. The king rose up in anger and went into the palace garden. Haman stood
before the queen pleading for his life. As Haman fell across the couch where
Esther was, the king returned and thundered ‘Will he also assault the queen
while I am in the house?’ As the word left the king's mouth, the servants covered
Haman’s face. And Harbonah, one of the servants said to the king Look! the
gallows, 50 cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke good on
the king’s behalf, is standing at the house of Haman. Then the king said, ‘Hang
him on it!’ So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for
Mordecai.” Esther 7:9-10. What a mans sows, that shall he reap.

The Culmination of Strong Character

Esther is one of the greatest heroines in all of history, because she served with
such wisdom and insight, with such intelligence and courage. One
commentator writes: “As an historical character, Esther is the supreme heroine
who delivers her nation from disaster; as a woman she is that rare individual, a
mixture of charm, strength and guile; a human being whose character is secure
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from the rot of wealth, prosperity and power.”

We see the catastrophe of evil character and the culmination of strong
character. The king promotes Mordecai to the position so recently occupied
by Haman. Although a law of the Medes and the Persians cannot be rescinded,
the king authorises Mordecai to issue a new edict, allowing the Jews to defend
themselves against their enemies. What Haman had planned to be a great
massacre of God’s people is turned into a tremendous victory for God’s people
and a catastrophic defeat for the Agagites. What King Saul had failed to deal
with hundreds of years before with the Agagites had almost destroyed God’s
people (1 Samuel 15:1-9).

The Feast of Purim

There are 3 feasts in Esther: the feast of Xerxes, the feast of Esther and the
feast of Purim. The book of Esther closes with the account of the establishment
of the feast of Purim, a thanksgiving day for God’s chosen people. Although
they had forsaken God, He had spared them. To this day the Purim festival is
celebrated on the 14" and 15" of March when the roll of Esther is read in
synagogues all over the world. “So the decree of Esther confirmed these matters
of Purim and it was recorded in the book.” (9:32).

We Reap What We Sow

The book of Esther shows us that what we sow we shall reap. The book of
Esther shows us that transitory nature of earthly grandeur and the disastrous
consequences of all ill-gotten power and possessions.

Esther teaches us to seek Divine guidance in times of difficulty; to learn to
understand human nature so as to know how best to advance the cause; to be
ready to renounce self and be decisive in speaking up for those who cannot
speak for themselves. To value and seek the co-operation of fellow believers.
It was in the reign of her stepson Artaxerxes that Nehemiah received
permission to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Jesus Christ is building His
Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

God uses individuals. God preserves His people. God intervenes in history.

A Call to Decisive Action

We all need to heed the counsel of Mordecai. When the time comes to speak,
we dare not remain silent. When the time comes to stand up, we must not
remain seated. When the time comes to step out, we dare not hold back. We
need to be ready to ‘contend for the Faith”, to “fight the good fight of Faith”, to
stand up for Jesus and to “speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves”.

May each one of us learn from the resolute faith and courageous example of
Esther who decisively declared: “And I will go... and if I perish, I perish!”
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“Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?”

Why have you come into the Kingdom?
What is God calling you to do?

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 15

JOB

“There was a man in the Land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was
blameless and upright and one who feared God and shunned evil. And seven
sons and three daughters were born to him. Also, his possessions were 7,000
sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yolk of ox, 500 female donkeys and a very large
household. So this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.

“And his sons would go and feast in their houses, each on their appointed day,
and would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. So it
was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would send and
sanctify them and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings,
according to the number of them all. For Job said, ‘It may be that my sons have
sinned and cursed God in their hearts’. Thus Job did regularly.

“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before
the Lord and satan also came among them. And the Lord said to satan, ‘From
where do you come?’ So satan answered the Lord and said, ‘From going to and
fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it’ Then the Lord said to
satan, ‘Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on
the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?’
So satan answered the Lord and said, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you
not made a hedge around him, around his household and around all that he has
on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands and his possessions have
increased in the land. But now stretch out your hand and touch all that he has
and he will surely curse You to Your face!” “The Lord said to satan, ‘Behold, all
that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.’ So satan went
out from the presence of the Lord.” Job 1:1-12

Spiritual Warfare

The Book of Job is one of the oldest books of the Bible. It is a dramatic poem,
one of the great masterpieces in literature. In both form and content, the
Book of Job is unique. Job lifts the curtain for us and grants us a glimpse of
some of the spiritual warfare dynamics that are so often behind our trials here
on earth.

This ancient Book of the Bible presents a unique insight as to the spiritual
warfare which surrounds human experience. The central character is Job,
who is described as the greatest and richest man in the East, a man who was
blameless in the sight of God, one who feared God and shunned evil. Yet he
experienced great material loss, family tragedy, physical affliction, mental
turmoil, marital dissension and the worst grief imaginable.
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The Book of Job presents the drama on earth in the light of a dialogue in
Heaven. The angels come before the Lord, and it includes the fallen angel,
satan. He prowls around seeking whom he can devour. God challenges satan
to consider His servant Job, an outstanding man, blameless and upright, one
who fears God and shuns evil.

The Challenge

In response, satan declares that Job only serves God because of His protection
and provision. “Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not made a hedge
around him, around his household and around all that he has on every side?
You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in
the land. But now stretch out your hand and touch all that he has and he shall
surely curse You to Your face!” satan means ‘accuser”.

God accepted this challenge and permitted satan to test him. This began the
tribulations of Job.

The Loss of Property

A messenger came running to Job with the shocking news that while his oxen
were ploughing in the field, a band of Sabeans attacked and carried them off.
They put the servants to the sword. The messenger was the only one who
escaped. While he was still speaking, another messenger came and reported
that fire had fallen from the sky and burned up the sheep and his servants.
The messenger was the only one to escape from that disaster. Before Job even
had the time to absorb this second shocking report, a third messenger
reported that the Chaldeans came down in three raiding parties and had
stolen all his camels. They put his servants to the sword and he was the only
one who had escaped.

The Loss of Family

Before Job could recover from these blows, a fourth messenger ran up to
deliver word of the most disastrous tragedy. Job’s sons and daughters had been
killed when a storm hit the house in which they were feasting and it had
collapsed on them. In a single day all of Job’s earthly possessions were
destroyed, or stolen and his beloved children, his seven sons and three
daughters were all dead. In great grief Job rose up and tore his robe, shaving
his head in mourning. He fell to the ground and worshipped God declaring:
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb and naked shall I return there. The
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord.” Job
1:21 In all this Job did not sin, nor charge God with doing wrong (Job 1:22).

A Disastrous Reversal of Fortunes
In a few brief hours Job had passed from being one of the richest and most
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fortunate of men to being one of the most tragic. He had passed from
prosperity to poverty. The blessings of God had been removed from him. The
protections that he had enjoyed had been withdrawn. Yet Job could declare
that he had come into the world with nothing and that he would leave the
world with nothing. The Lord has given and the Lord has taken away. May the
Name of the Lord be praised.

The Steadfastness of Job

Chapter two of Job begins with another presentation of the angels before God
in Heaven. satan is again confronted with the matchless testimony of Job:
“Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth,
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he
holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him to destroy him
without cause.” Job 2:3

The Loss of Health

satan answered the Lord: “’Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for
his life. But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh and he
will surely curse You to Your face!” And the Lord said to satan: ‘Behold he is in your
hand, but spare his life’ So satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck
Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took
for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the
ashes.” Job had lost his property, he had lost his precious children. Now he had
lost his health. Some have noted that the only thing Job did not lose was his
wife. Others had pointed out that she actually added to his affliction: “Then his
wife said to him: ‘Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!” But
Job replied: ‘You speak as one of the foolish women speak. Shall we indeed accept
good from God and shall we not accept adversity?’ In all this Job did not sin with
his lips.” Job 2:6-10. Some wives and husbands are more of a curse than a blessing
to their partners. Job’s wife was no threat to satan’s cause and no asset to God’s
Kingdom. There was no need for satan to remove Job’s wife - she was serving his
interests and adding to Job's afflictions.

Loyalty and Trust

Job was smitten with a loathsome disease, boils from the sole of his feet to the
crown of his head. He sat amongst the ashes and scraped himself with pieces of
pottery. Yet after enduring the heaviest blows imaginable, the loss of property,
the loss of family and the loss of health, Job responded: “Shall we indeed receive
good at the hand of God and not accept adversity?” Job 2:10. Job proved his
loyalty and devotion to God. He was not only serving God for provision,
prosperity and protection. He was serving God for His own sake, in spite of all
of his afflictions.
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The Loss of Reputation

Then came the fourth trial, the loss of his reputation and good name among
his friends. Jobs friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Baldad the Shuhite and
Zophar the Naamathatite heard of the sufferings of their friend and they
came to mourn with him and to comfort him. When they saw him sitting on
the ash heap scraping himself with pottery, they could hardly recognise him
as the man that they had known in his days of prosperity.

Job’s Comforters

For seven days they sat in eloquent silence and sympathy alongside Job on the
ash heap, speaking not a word because they saw that his grief was great. Often
that is the kind of friends we need to be, not those who rush in with a solution
and with words of counsel, but who can sympathise with the deepest
afflictions. Silence can be eloquent in its support. They were there, with him
and he could see that they cared.

Sin and Suffering

However, chapter three begins with Job cursing the day of his birth. “May the
day perish on which I was born, and the night in which it was said ‘a male child
is conceived”. Job 3:3

His friends tried to console him and expressed the traditional views about
suffering: God does not punish good men, only bad ones. If evildoers seem to
prosper for a while, their sins will catch up with them. At first Job's comforters
were courteous and polite, exhorting him to be strong and to trust in God.
They expressed some surprise that he who had instructed many and had
strengthened the weak should now faint, as he himself came under affliction.

They maintained that God does not permit the innocent to perish. They
warned him not to lift himself up against the providence of God. Shall mortal
man be more just than God? Shall a man be more pure than his maker? They
warned Job not to claim righteousness in the sight of God.

Trouble is part of the human experience: “Man is born unto trouble as the
sparks fly upward.” Job 5:7. The wise thing would be not to question God’s
way, but to trust Him. Happy is the man whom God corrects. Therefore do
not despise the chastening of the Almighty. If Job would humble himself and
admit his sins, then it would go well with him.

Yet as Job continued to maintain his innocence, his three friends, who had
come to comfort him, became heated in their arguments accusing Job of
unworthiness. Where there is great suffering, there must be great iniquity. Job
must be a hypocrite, in his former pretensions of piety and his present
assertions of innocence. The hope of the hypocrite shall perish. He must have
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taken a pledge from his brothers for nothing. He must have stripped the
naked, refused water to the weary, withdrawn bread from the hungry, sent
widows away empty, broken the arms of the fatherless. It must be because he
is a great sinner that all these judgements had fallen upon him.

In indignation, Job denied these charges. He declared that: if he had been
guilty of any of them, if he had walked in pride, if he had been a deceiver, if
he had caused the eyes of the widow to fail, if he had selfishly eaten his food
alone, if he had seen any perish for lack of clothing, or made gold his hope,
then he could understand why he had suffered. He longed for vindication.
“Oh that I knew where I might find Him, that I might come to His seat! I would
present my case before Him and fill my mouth with arguments... look, I go
forward, but He is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive Him ...But
He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me I shall come forth as
gold.” Job 23:3-10

How Can a Man Be Righteous Before God

Bildad asks the great question: “How then can a man be righteousness before
God?” Job 25:4. It was considering that momentous question that preoccupied
and consumed Dr. Martin Luther as he sought peace with God. How can a
sinful human being be made righteous before a Holy God? Luther found the
answer to that in the book of Romans: “The Just shall live by Faith.” Romans 1:17.

By Faith Alone

Job stands as an ancient example of one who lived by faith. In the face of
unrelenting disaster, and surrounded by what he called, “miserable comforters”,
“physicians of no value”, Job declared: “For I know that my Redeemer lives
and that He shall stand at the latter-day upon the earth; and though after my
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.” Job 19:25-26

Job rebuked his comforters; why should they torment him with their lectures?
God does not need them to plead for Him. Job reflected: “Man who is born of
woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth like a flower and fades
away, he flees like a shadow and does not continue.” Job 14:1-2

Challenging God

Job longed for justice. He wanted to defend himself. He despaired of the
presumption of guilt from his friends. At one point Job became so weary of
seeking justice that he called on God to hand him the list of charges against
him. Job pleaded for God to reply to him.

God Speaks to Job
Then God interrupted the dialogue between Job and his friends. “Then the
Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said ‘Who is this that darkens
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counsel by words without knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will
question you and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the
foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined
its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? To what
were the foundations fastened? Who laid its cornerstone when the morning
stars sang together; ...or who shut in the sea with doors... when I made the
clouds its garment... have you commanded the morning...? Have you entered
the springs of the sea... Have the gates of death been revealed to you...? Have
you comprehended the breadth of the earth? ... Have you entered the treasury of
snow, or have you seen the treasury of hail, which I have reserved for the time of
trouble, ... By what way is light diffused, or the east wind scattered over the
earth? Who has divided a channel for the overflowing water, or a path for the
thunderbolt, to cause it to rain on a land where there is no one, a wilderness in
which there is no man; to satisfy the desolate waste and cause it to spring forth
the growth of tender grass? ...Do you know the ordinances of the Heavens? Can
you set their dominion over the earth? Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that in abundance of water may cover you? Can you send out lightening...?
Who has put wisdom in the mind? Or who has given understanding to the
heart? Who can number the clouds by wisdom? Who can pour out the bottles
of Heavens... Can you hunt the prey for the lion or satisfy the appetite of the
young lions, ...who provides food for the raven, when its young ones cry to
God...? Do you know the time when the wild mountain goat bear young, can
you mark when the deer gives birth? Have you given a horse his strength? Have
you clothed his neck with thunder? Does the hawk fly by your wisdom and
spread its wings towards the South? Does the eagle mount up at your command,
and make its nest on high? Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct
Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it.” (Job 38 and 39)

“Then Job answered the Lord and said: ‘Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer
you? I lay my hand over my mouth. Once I have spoken, but I will not answer.
Yes, twice, but I will proceed no further’” Job 40:3-5

Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said “Would you indeed
annul My judgement? Would you condemn Me that you may be justified? Have
you an arm like God? ...Look now at the Behemoth, which were made along
with you... his strength is in his hips, and his powers in his stomach muscles. He
moves his tail like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are tightly knit. His bones are
like beams of bronze... indeed the river may rage, yet he is not disturbed; he is
confident, though the Jordan gushes into his mouth.” Job 40:6-23

“Can you draw out Leviathan...?”

84



Old Testament Survey Job

Job Answers God

“Then Job answered the Lord and said: ‘I know that You can do everything. And
that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You. You asked, who is this who
hides counsel without knowledge? Therefore I have uttered what I did not
understand, things too wonderful for me which I did not know... I have heard
of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see You. Therefore I abhore

>»

myself, and repent in dust and ashes’” Job 42:1-6

God Rebukes Job’s Friends

After the Lord had spoken these words to Job He rebuked the friends and
counsellors of Job: “My wrath is aroused against you... for you have not spoken
of Me what is right, as my servant Job has.” Job 42:7

If we know so little of the ways of God in nature, and if His ways in creation
are often beyond our understanding, we should not be surprised that there
are mysteries of providence that we cannot understand. Although God does
not apparently enlighten Job as to the reason for his sufferings, His questions
place everything into perspective. Job’s friends are rebuked for having
assumed that his sufferings were the result of his own personal sin. Job’s faith
and trust is vindicated. As Job had said: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust
Him.” Job 13:15. Job had in faith declared: “When He has tried me, I shall come
forth as gold.” Job 23:10. And he did. “All things work together for good to those
who love God and are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28

When the disciples asked the Lord Jesus: Whose sin caused this man to be
born blind, his own sin or that of his parents? The Lord Jesus responded that
neither his parents nor his sin caused this, but that he may show forth the
Glory of God (John 9:1-3).

The Fear of God is Wisdom

God knows our sufferings. God limits our trials. We may not always
understand God’s Will, but we can trust Him. God will ultimately reward
faithfulness and punish wickedness. The Book of Job is a tremendous comfort
to those who suffer. It is also a stumbling block to those who teach the health
and wealth gospel. To the prosperity cult preachers who advocate, “name it
and claim it”, “gab it and grab it”, the message of the Book of Job is
incomprehensible. Therefore in many cases they attack Job as a man who
must have been guilty of terrible sin to have been afflicted with such terrible
suffering. However, God described Job as blameless, a God-fearing man who
shunned evil. “The fear of the Lord - that is wisdom and to shun evil is
understanding!” Job 28:28
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Vindication

The Book of Job concludes with this vindication of Job: “Now the Lord blessed
the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000
camels, 1,000 yolk of oxen, 1,000 female donkeys. He also had seven sons and
three daughters... in all the land were found no women so beautiful as the
daughters of Job, and their father gave them an inheritance among their
brothers. After this Job lived 140 years and saw his children and grandchildren
for four generations.” Job 42:12-16

Scientific Insights in the Book of Job

1.  The earth floats free in space. “He hangs the earth on nothing...” Job 26:7

2. Oceans contain springs (Job 38:16).

3. Light canbe divided (Job 38:24). Only 4 centuries ago, Sir Isaac newton
discovered that white light can be parted into 7 colours - What the
Bible revealed almost 4,000 years ago.

4.  The Hydrological cycle (Job 36:27-28). God “draws up drops of water

which distill as rain from the mist, which the clouds drop down” and

pour abundantly on man (Evaporation, atmospheric transportation,

distillation and precipitation).

The universe is expanding (Job 9:8).

Light travels in a path (Job 38:19).

Air has weight (Job 28:25).

Light can be sent and manifest in speech (Job 38:35).

Life is more than matter and energy (Job 12:7-10).

10. Dinosaurs are described in Job 40:15-24.

W NWU

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and
after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God. Whom I
shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart
yearns within me!” Job 19:25-27
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CHAPTER 16

PSALMS

Mission in the Psalms

The Psalms are the middle Book of the Bible, the largest Book in the Bible.
The Hymn Book and the Prayer Book of the Bible. The Psalms are alive with
a burning devotion to God. To read through this collection of inspired poetry
is to be overwhelmed by the intense enthusiasm of the psalmists for God. The
spirit of praise is invigorating, and I always find myself refreshed and inspired
after reading through its pages. Like a fast-flowing mountain stream, the
waves of faith in, and love for, Almighty God wash over our thirsty souls as
we soak in its words of worship. “Every Psalm is a direct expression of the soul’s
consciousness of God.”

The Psalms were written by men who loved God with a depth seldom found
in today’s superficial society. They are vibrant with the faith of those who
knew God in their own experience. Men like David, Moses and Ezra recorded
their prayers to God, their meditations on God’s Law, and their songs of
worship to, and about, the Lord God in this devotional Prayer Book of the
Bible. David was described as a man after God’s own heart. Reading, singing
and praying the Psalms shows us why. “They set forth the attitude of the soul
in the presence of God when contemplating past history, present experience and
prophetic hope.”

As we catch a fresh glimpse of the awesome glory and majesty of our almighty
Sovereign God in the Psalms, we can only join in the worship: “I will extol
You, my God, O King; And I will bless Your Name forever and ever... Great
is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable...
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, And all flesh shall bless His
holy Name forever and ever.” Psalm 145:1,3,21

The more we see of God in the Psalms, the more we want to praise Him, the
more we need to worship Him, the more we have to proclaim His Glory to
others. The God we read about in the Psalms is a God worth praising. He is
worth serving. He is worth proclaiming. He is worthy of all sacrifice, honour
and glory.

The more we praise the Lord, the more we find the burning desire to share
His Glory with others. His Greatness demands my worship - and not my
worship only, but the worship of every creature, everywhere, in all nations,
throughout the world. “The Lord is Great and most worthy of praise... Let
every creature praise His holy Name.”
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The message of the Psalms is God and the very nature and perfections of God
demands that He be exalted and praised, proclaimed and glorified, worldwide,
to every person, in every nation, to each succeeding generation
(Psalm:145:4,12). That message of the Psalms is the message of Missions!

The Treasury of David

Jesus referred to them as “The Psalms” in Luke 24:44, and Peter called it “The
Book of Psalms” in Acts 1:20. The Hebrew title of the entire collection was
“The Book of Psalms” or “Praises.” The word Tehillim properly signifying
“Psalms of Praise.” Although there are several examples of Psalms in other
parts of the Bible (notably in Exodus 15, Judges 5, Isaiah12, Lamentations,
Jonah 2, Habakkuk 3, Luke 1 and Revelation 5), the inspired collection of 150
sacred poems that make up the Book of Psalms are unsurpassed as the
Devotional Prayer and Praise Book designed to lead us into communion with
God. The Psalms are definitely in a class of their own, as they lead our hearts
into the very sanctuary of God’s presence.

The shepherd king wrote seventy-three Psalms and so the book is often
referred to as the “Psalms of David” and the “Treasury of David”. Solomon is
mentioned in two titles (Psalms 72 and 127), and Psalm 90 is attributed to
Moses. Ezra wrote Psalm 119. The Levitical family, “the sons of Korah” who
were temple gatekeepers, wrote twelve Psalms. Assaph, a Levite choirmaster,
wrote another twelve psalms. Ethan and Heman the Ezrahites, both Levite
choirmasters, wrote one each.

Corresponding with the five books of the Law (the Pentateuch), the Psalms
are arranged in the following five sections:

Book 1 - Psalm 1-41 (Genesis)

Book 2 - Psalm 42-72 (Exodus)

Book 3 - Psalm 73-89 (Leviticus)

Book 4 - Psalm 90-106 (Numbers)

Book 5 - Psalm 107-150 (Deuteronomy)

In every section there are many references to God’s Missionary purpose. “Tell
the nations what He has done... His commands are for all the world.”

God’s Missionary Purpose Revealed in the Psalms

1. The Whole World Belongs to God

“The earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness, the world, and those who dwell
therein.” Psalm 24:1 The first reason why we should Evangelise the world is
the sovereignty of God. “He reigns over the nations” (47:8), and the fullness of
the earth belongs by right to the Almighty Creator, who reigns over all.
Mankind is in rebellion to God. As the Psalms so clearly proclaim, the Lord
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is worthy of all worship, honour, glory and praise. God’s people must go
throughout God’s earth and lead God’s creatures to give unto God the
reverence and worship He so clearly deserves. Yet Psalm 2 states that the
nations are in rebellion to God. The leaders of the world conspire against
God.

2. The Nations are the Inheritance of the Messiah

“I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘you are My Son, today I
have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.” Psalm 2:7-8 The
Kingdom of the Messiah is founded upon an eternal decree, a statute, of God
the Father. Since God’s rule is worldwide the inheritance of His Son is the
whole earth. This verse was fulfilled in Luke 3:22 at Jesus’ baptism, when God
said “You are My Son” (see also Hebrews 1:5).

In this verse Christ is shown to have a two-fold title to His Kingdom - that of
His inheritance as God’s eternally begotten Son and by virtue of His office as
Intercessor. It was because of this that Jesus could say: “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations...” Matthew 28:18-19

3. The Messiah Died for all the Families of the Nations
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Psalm 22:1

In Psalm 22 we have a graphic portrayal of the sufferings of Christ during the
crucifixion. As Christ quoted part (and possible all) of the Psalm on the
Cross, we should give attention to the prophecy at the end: “All the ends of
the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the
nations shall worship before You... It will be recounted of the Lord to the
next generation, they will come and declare His righteousness to a people
who will be born, that He has done this” Psalm 22:27,30-31

As a direct result of the sacrificial death of the Messiah, the Kingdom of God
will be extended to the ends of the earth. Already we can see this prophecy
being fulfilled. The Gospel has been proclaimed and is rooted in every part of
the world and many generations have thrilled to hear the Good News of the
Messiah’s sacrificial death and resurrection for our sins. Yet the complete
fulfilment of this prophecy that “all the families of the nations” will submit to
Him, will only come about as the Church faithfully carries out the
responsibility of world Missions. In the Book of Revelation the final victory is
gloriously confirmed: “You are worthy... for You were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by Your Blood out of every tribe and tongue and people
and nation.” Revelation 5:9
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4. The Only Hope for the World is in the Lord

“O God of our salvation, You who are the confidence of all the ends of the
earth, and of the far-off seas.” Psalm 65:5 God is the only Saviour there is. He
alone is God, the Creator, the all-powerful, wonderful Lord. This sinful world
is doomed without the grace and mercy of the Lord. That is why we are
commanded to: “Declare His deeds among the people.” Psalm 9:11

5. His Commands are for All the World

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord! ... Make known His deeds among the peoples!”
Psalm 105:1 The Lord and His commands were not for Israel alone but for all
the world. God’s people were to proclaim God’s greatness to the nations. It is
thrilling to see how many nations have already embraced Christianity as the
true Faith. Today Christianity is the leading religion of many third world
nations. No longer are God’s commands for Israel alone, we all may share the
joy of obeying the Lord.

6. The Lord is Worthy of All Praise, Worship and Honour

“Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples, give to the Lord glory and
strength.” Psalm 96:7 The Lord is Great (8:1), His Majesty is in all the earth
(8:9). We must sing of His glorious acts (96:3) and praise His Holy Name
(145:21). His dominion and Kingdom must be proclaimed (22:28). We must
worship His awesome greatness (47:2), and praise Him for His saving power
(98:2). Let us speak of His unfailing love (33:5), and announce His victory
(98:2).

God is worthy of all praise, honour and worship and, just as we must love
God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind, so too must the whole world.
Our worship is insufficient and inadequate unless it is done by every part of
our whole being. In the same way God is not adequately worshipped unless
every creature, everywhere, throughout the entire world exults and praises
His glory with every breath (150:6).

7. The Prophecies Must Be Fulfilled

“Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him... All
nations shall call Him blessed.” Psalm 72:11,17 The Scriptures do not speak
of “some”, or “many”, or even “most”. God says that all nations will one day
serve Him. Yet these prophecies that the Psalms record on the future triumphs
of the Gospel have, to some extent, already come true, in many parts of the
world, in different generations. They all foreshadow the final complete
triumph of God’s purposes at the end!

When we read the Scripture: “Kings will bow down to Him”, We should think
of the conversion of Emperor Constantine the Great (in 312 A.D.); and of the

Emperor Theodosius (380); Clovis, King of Franks (496); Boris, King of the
90



Old Testament Survey Psalms

Bulgars (870); the King of Poland (966); Jagiello, King of the Lithuanians
(1386); the King of Benin (1491) and so many others.

The Scripture: “Envoys will come out of Egypt; Ethiopia will quickly stretch
out her hands to God.” Psalm 68:31 was initially fulfilled when the King of
Nubia was converted in 543 A.D. In fact, three ancient kingdoms in the
Northern Sudan (Dotawa, Alwa and Nubia) accepted Christianity as the only
true religion. Egypt was for a thousand years a country where Christians
formed the majority of the population.

The prophecies: “Nations will be blessed by Him” and “Kingdoms of the World,
sing praise to the Lord” were fulfilled in Edessa (Urfa) when in the year 200
A.D., Christianity was made the official state religion. So many people came
to Christ in Armenia that they also officially converted to Christianity (287).
In this way other nations also submitted themselves to the Bible as God’s
revealed truth and Jesus Christ as our only Saviour, England and the Roman
Empire (380), Ireland, Germany, Switzerland, and Bulgaria (870), Ukraine
(987), Hungaria (997), Bohemia (1000), Poland (1000), Norway and Sweden
(1000), Denmark (1000), Iceland (1016) and countless others.

Today, in two-thirds of the World’s 223 countries, Christians officially form
the majority (over 50%). In 100 of those countries nominal Christians number
over 90%. This is surely an incredible achievement when one considers that
2000 years ago the Faith of Abraham was accepted by only 2.3 million people.
Today over 2.2 billion people claim to be Christians.

Yet, not even those amazing advances are enough, for God’s will is that: “All
flesh shall bless His holy Name forever and ever.” Psalm 145:21

8. The Commands Must Be Obeyed

“Sing to the Lord, bless His Name; proclaim the good news of His salvation
from day to day. Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among
all peoples.” Psalm 96:2-3 Time and time again the Psalms record God’s clear
command to “tell the nations what He has done” (105:1). God’s concern for a
lost world is seen throughout the Holy Scriptures. It is, however, the sad fact
that God’s people have seldom taken these commands seriously and even
today billions live in bondage and deception to false religions. “How can they
hear without a preacher?” Yet the Psalms do look forward to a great
mobilisation of missionaries: “The Lord gave the Word; Great was the
company of those who proclaimed it.” Psalm 68:11

9. The Blessings of Abraham Must Be Shared
“God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us.”
Psalm 67:1 This Missionary Psalm (67) is derived from the prayer of Aaron
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found in Numbers 6:24-26. However, the Psalmist substitutes “Elohim” (=
God, the Name used of God in His relationship to all men, nations and
creation) in the place of “Yahweh” (= Lord, the personal Name of God used in
terms of Israel and the covenant). It is significant that this Psalm has applied
what God gave through Aaron and the priests to “all peoples.” “Let the peoples
praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You.” Psalm 67:3

The purpose for the Aaronic blessing is clearly seen in verse 2: “That Your
way may be known on earth, Your salvation among all nations.” Psalm 67:2.
The prayer was: May God bless us — so that we can be a blessing to “the
peoples”, to “all the peoples” throughout “the nations” to “the ends of the earth”.
In this way Psalm 67 (often called the “Pater Noster” or Our Father of the Old
Testament) links the Aaronic benediction of Numbers 6 with God’s Covenant
with Abraham as recorded in Genesis 12:1-3.

In fact, the structure is a very close replica of Genesis 12:2-3. Bless us... Bless
us... Bless us... so that all the ends of the earth might know the Lord. God
clearly intended Israel to be a channel of His blessings to the world. The tragic
fact of history is that all too often the blessings were selfishly hoarded, and
jealously guarded. Psalm 67 was regularly sung at the Feast of Pentecost. This
would make it even more significant as that was the event when God poured
out His Spirit in Jerusalem, gentiles from ‘every nation under heaven” heard
and 3,000 were converted (Acts 2:41). Deliberately the Psalmist makes a
reference to “the land yielding its harvest”. No doubt this regards the
agricultural harvest as a down payment, promise and symbol of the spiritual
harvest of “first fruits” that was still to come in AD 30. Yet this challenge to
Israel and now, to the Church also, contains a promise that “all the ends of the
earth” will come to God.

The Word of God declares that: “And men shall be blessed in Him; all nations
shall call Him blessed.” (Psalm 72:17) - that is all 12,000 ethnic linguistic
people groups;

“And all the families of the nations shall worship before You.” (Psalm 22:27)

There are over 12,000 distinct people groups/cultures

7,010 languages; and

17,000 dialects in the world.

The time will most certainly come when every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

10. God’s Will Must Be Done
“I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” Psalm
46:10 As we read these Psalms we can hear God’s call in Isaiah 6:8: “Whom
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shall I send, and who will go for Us?” The Book of Psalms ends most
appropriately with the climatic call: “Let everything that has breath praise
the Lord.” Psalm 150:6

Worship in the Psalms

“Give unto the Lord the glory due to His Name; worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness.” Psalm 29:2

Our Primary Purpose

What is the chief end of man? Our purpose is to worship God and to enjoy
Him forever! The Psalms are the songs and prayers of a man after God’s own
heart.

The Heart of the Bible

Psalms is the Hymn Book and Prayer Book of the Bible. It is the longest Book
in the Bible. It is the middle Book of the Bible. It is the most loved and most
quoted Book in the Bible. Most of the Psalms were written by David, the
Shepherd King, around 1000BC. However there is a Psalm of Moses, dating
back to the time of the Exodus, and Psalms written by Ezra, during the time
of the return from exile in Babylon.

Inspiring Hymns

Some of the greatest Hymns in history have been based on the Psalms,
including Dr. Martin Luther’s, A Mighty Fortress is our God, based on Psalm
46 and Isaac Watt’s, Jesus Shall Reign, based on Psalm 72.

The Reformers on the Psalms

The Reformer, Dr. Martin Luther wrote: “In the Psalms we look into the heart
of every saint.” John Calvin declared, that in the Psalms: “We look into a mirror
and we see our own heart.” Every Psalm seems to have our name and address
on it. The Psalms are a direct expression of the soul’s consciousness of God.
Dr. Martin Luther described the Psalms as: “The Bible within the Bible” - the
Bible in miniature. The Psalms deal with Creation, the patriarchs, the Exodus,
the history of Israel, the monarchy, the United Kingdom, the divided kingdom,
the Exile and the return to Jerusalem.

Emotions in the Psalms

The Psalms cover every emotion and situation. From sorrow to joy. From
failure to victory. Many of the Psalms express negative emotions: anger,
frustration, despair, fear, jealousy and envy. The Psalms also reflect many
positive emotions: love, joy, peace, hope, excitement, and exhilaration.

Personal and Corporate
Many of the Psalms are personal, using the personal pronouns: I, me, and my.
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Other Psalms are collective for public worship, using we and us. King David
wrote most of the personal Psalms. The Psalms not only cover every emotion,
they are also comprehensive in dealing with Biblical themes and doctrines.

The Bible Within the Bible

In the Psalms we see instruction, history, prophecy, repentance, thanksgiving,
trust, praise and adoration. Some of the Psalms deal with the Law of God
(Psalm 1, 19 & 119). Others with Creation (Psalm 29 & 104). Other Psalms
deal with Judgement (Psalm 52). Many Psalms are Messianic (e.g. Psalm 2, 22
& 53). The Psalms deal with Israel's Ruin, Israel's Redeemer, and Israel’s
Redemption.

The Prophets and the Psalms

The prophets quoted from the Psalms repeatedly. Jonah's prayer, while inside
the whale, quoted from five different Psalms. Habakkuk quoted from the
Psalms three times in his prophecy. Not all the Psalms are in the Book of
Psalms. We also see Psalms in Exodus 15: the song of Miriam; Judges 5; the
song of Deborah, 1 Samuel 2; the song of Hannah. There are also Psalms in
Job, Isaiah and Revelation.

The Long and the Short of It

The shortest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 117. The longest chapter in the
Bible is Psalm 119 (176 verses). The middle chapter of the Bible is Psalm
118. The middle verses in the Bible are: Psalm 118:8-9, “It is better to trust in
the Lord than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in the Lord than to
put confidence in princes.”

Five Books

The Psalms consist of five Books, paralleling the first five Books of the Bible:
The Law of Moses. Just as Genesis deals with Creation, Exodus - Salvation,
Leviticus - Worship, Numbers - Rebellion, and Deuteronomy - Law, so in
the five groupings of the Psalms, we see similar themes. Each of the five Books
ends with a Doxology. (Psalm 41, 72, 89, 106 & 150).

The Names of God

The two main Names used for God in the Psalms are Yahweh and Elohim.
Elohim means the most High God. It is plural, containing the idea of God’s
Trinitarian nature. Elohim communicates to us the transcendence of God.
He is far above and completely different to us. The other Name for God used
throughout the Psalms is Yahweh, which communicates relationship and
intimacy with God. He is immanent. This balance between the transcendence
and immanence of God is seen throughout the Scriptures.
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Psalm Sandwich

Psalm 22 to 24 forms an important trilogy:

Psalm 22: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?” deals with the Cross.
Psalm 23: “The Lord is my Shepherd...” deals with the crook, or shepherd’s staft.
Psalm 24: “Who is this King of Glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O you gates, lift them up, you ancient
doors, that the King of Glory may come in.” deals with the Crown.

Psalm 22: Saviour.

Psalm 23: Shepherd.

Psalm 24: Sovereign.

Hosanna

Psalm 113 to 118, are known as the Hallel Psalms and were sung at the
Passover. The term Hosanna comes from Psalm 118. When Jesus rode into
Jerusalem on a donkey, the people were shouting Hosanna! The crowd then
fell silent when the Lord took a whip and drove out the Jewish moneychangers
from the Temple.

The Treasury of David

David wrote more than half of the Psalms. Davids experiences as a shepherd,
a musician, soldier, refugee and king, are reflected in many of his Psalms,
such as the Shepherd Psalm 23.

Psalm 2 was written by David for his son, Solomon’s coronation. 14 of these
Psalms have historical titles linking them to events in David’s life:

Psalm 3: When David fled from the rebellious army of his son Absolom.
Psalm 30: David’s sin prior to the dedication of the Temple area.

Psalm 51: After Nathan exposed David’s sin with Bathsheba.

Psalm 57: At En Gedi, when Saul was trapped.

Psalm 59: David’s jealous associates.

Psalm 60: The dangerous campaign in Edom.

Psalm 63: David’s flight eastwards.

Psalm 142: David at Adullum.

Other Authors
Solomon wrote Psalm 72 and 127. Ezra wrote Psalm 49, 50 & 119. Psalm 90
was written by Moses. Psalm 92 encourages the observance of the Sabbath.

Lament Psalms

There are Lamentation Psalms written out of personal despair, turmoil and
tragedy. In the 42 Lament Psalms we see frustration, despair, concerns and
complaints presented to God. Each of the Lament Psalms follow a five-fold
form:
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A cry to God.

A complaint about what is wrong.

A confession of trust in God.

A petition calling on God to intervene.

A promise to thank and praise God when deliverance comes.

ukhwn e

While many of these Lament Psalms are personal, some are written on behalf
of the nation (such as: Psalm 44, 74, 79, 80, 83, 85 & 90).

Psalms of Gratitude
Psalms of Thanksgiving are the second largest grouping of Psalms. These
thanksgiving Psalms have a four-part pattern:

1. A proclamation: “I will praise You...”

2. A statement about what the worshipper is going to praise God for.
3. A testimony of God’s provision.

4. A vow to continue to praise God for what He has done.

These Psalms thank God for who He is and what He does, for His Creation,
sovereignty, intervention, provision, protection, deliverance and Revelation.

Psalms of Repentance
Thirdly, there are Psalms of Repentance (including: Psalm 6, 32, 38, 51, 130
& 143).

Royal Psalms

The Royal Psalms (Psalm 2, 18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101, 110, 132 & 144) have
inspired numerous European national anthems. The British national anthem,
for example, is based on several of these Psalms. The lion and the unicorn,
referred to in Psalm 22, are still in the English Coat of Arms.

From Sea to Sea

Canada remains the only nation in the world with The Dominion in its name.
The founding fathers of Canada named their country: The Dominion of
Canada, based on Psalm 72: “He shall have dominion... from sea to sea.” As
Canada stretches from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, it was called The
Dominion of Canada.

The Wisdom Psalm

The Wisdom Psalms deal with the conduct of life and contradictions in life.
Psalm 1 begins with the two ways, two types of people and two destinations.
The Book of Psalms is for those who are walking in the right way, rooted in
God’s Word, drawing nourishment from the streams of living waters, bearing
the fruit of the Spirit.
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The Wise and the Foolish

The foolish are those who stand with evildoers, who walk with them, being
influenced by bad company. Finally they end up sitting with, and becoming
friends with the world. In His Sermon on the Mount, Our Lord Jesus Christ
expounded Psalm 1 as He spoke of the wise man and the foolish man, the
good tree and the bad tree, the good fruit and the bad fruit, the house built
upon the rock of God’s Word and the house built upon the sand of human
effort. The broad way and the narrow way, the broad gate and the narrow gate,
those who stand in the day of crises and those who fall.

In the Light of Eternity

Psalm 73, tackles head on the problem of bad people seeming to get away
with their evil behaviour, while good people often suffer. Psalm 73 evaluates
justice in the light of eternity.

Celebrating Who God Is

The Psalms celebrate the attributes of God: His omnipotence, omniscience,
and omnipresence. God is, All powerful, All knowing and Everywhere
present! The Psalms celebrate God’s actions in Creation and in Redemption.
The Psalms tell us God is the Good Shepherd, the Commander in Chief, the
Eternal Judge, the Redeemer, the Provider and the Sustainer.

Theology Leads to Doxology

In the Psalms, Theology quickly leads to Doxology. Truth must inevitably
lead to worship. Many of the songs in the New Testament are modelled on the
Psalms (e.g. Luke 1 & 2). The apostles turned to the Psalms when under threat
(Acts 4) and used the Psalms when preaching (Acts 13:33-36; 41; 47). Many
of the Epistles, such as Hebrews, quote prolifically from the Psalms. Our Lord
Jesus Christ quoted from the Psalms throughout his public teaching, in the
Sermon on the Mount, while cleansing the Temple, at the Last Supper, on the
Cross and on the road to Emmaus. He reminded His disciples that the Law,
the Prophets and the Psalms teach of Him.

The Psalms in our Daily Lives

As Believers we are to read the Psalms. We must sing the Psalms. We must
pray the Psalms. Some of the Psalms need to be shouted! The Psalms
encourage us to lift up holy hands, sometimes to clap and dance, to look
upwards and to kneel in humility before God. We are commanded in the New
Testament to use the Psalms in corporate worship (Ephesians 5:19).

Psalms are for Soldiers
When I served in the South African Defence Force, we would begin our days
with a reading of the Psalms and prayer at Battalion parade, Company parade,

or even just as a platoon. Psalms were read before and after Operations.
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Frequently commanders would have a Psalm printed on a card and distributed
to all soldiers before crossing the border in the Operational area.

Psalms for Every Occasion

There is nothing we can do that is more meaningful and beneficial on hospital
visitations, than to read the Psalms. At sick beds, at gravesites, before travel,
on sad days and on days of rejoicing, there are Psalms designed for each
occasion.

Our Devotional Guide on the Adventure of Discipleship

It would be a good habit to read one Psalm a day. There are 150 Psalms, so it
would take you just five months to pray your way through the Psalms. Perhaps
you could read a Psalm before breakfast, or at lunch, or after supper. The
Psalms are for all in danger, trouble and need. They are for the soldier, the
nurse, the fireman, the doctor, the teacher, the parent and the child, for the
king and the queen, for leaders and workers. For prisoners and exiles, for the
persecuted, the sick and the dying. For farmers and fathers. At all times and
in all situations, the Psalms are our Prayer book and our songbook.

Revelation Leads to Relationship

Revelation leads to relationship, discipleship, missions and worship. Read the
Psalms. Meditate on the Psalms. Pray the Psalms. Sing the Psalms. Delight
in the Psalms. Proclaim the Psalms.

The Imprecatory Psalms

Prayers for Justice

When I first encountered the prayers for judgement in the Psalms I was quite
as loss to know how to respond to them. Prayers such as: “Break the arm of
the wicked and evil man; call him to account for his wickedness...” Psalm
10:15 did not seem consistent with the gospel of love which I had accepted.
Yet Psalm 10:15 was clearly motivated by love for God (“The Lord is King
forever and ever; the nations will perish from His land” 10:16, and “Why
does the wicked man revile God?” 10:13), and by love for the innocent who
suffer (“You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; You encourage them,
and You listen to their cry, defending the fatherless and the oppressed, in
order that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more.” 10:17-18.)

The Wrath of God

Nevertheless, I grew increasingly uncomfortable reading such graphic prayers
for God to judge the wicked as: “Pour out your wrath on them; let Your fierce
anger overtake them” 69:24; “O Lord, the God who avenges, O God who
avenges, shine forth. Rise up, O Judge of the earth, pay back to the proud
what they deserve.” 94:1-2; “Break the teeth in their mouths, O God ...let
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them vanish like water ...let their arrows be blunted... The righteous will be
glad when they are avenged, when they bathe their feet in the blood of the
wicked. Then men will say, ‘Surely the righteous still are rewarded; surely
there is a God who judges the earth.” 58:6-11. Certainly I wanted God to be
honoured and yes I was deeply distressed by the prevalence of evil - but could
I actually pray for God to “pour out His wrath” on the wicked?

How are these Prayers to be Prayed?

The Scriptures make it clear that these prayers are not to be prayed for our
own selfish motives, nor against our personal enemies. Rather they are to be
prayed in Christ, for His glory and against His enemies. The psalmist describes
the targets of these imprecations as: those who devise injustice in their heart
and whose hands mete out violence (58:2); those who “boast of evil” and “are
a disgrace in the eyes of God. Your tongue plots destruction, it is like a
sharpened razor, you who practice deceit. You love evil rather than good,
falsehood rather than speaking the truth.” 52:1-3; “They crush your people...
They slay the widow and the alien; they murder the fatherless.” 94:5-6; “With
cunning they conspire against Your people; they plot against those You
cherish.” 83:3; “You hate all who do wrong. You destroy those who tell lies;
bloodthirsty and deceitful men the Lord abhors.” 5:5-6.

To those unrepentant enemies of God, the psalmist declares: “Surely God
will bring you down to everlasting ruin” 52:5; “Surely God will crush the
heads of His enemies... of those who go on in their sins” 68:21.

The Purpose of these Prayers
And the purpose of these prayers for justice is declared: “Then it will be know
to the ends of the earth that God rules...” 59:13; “to proclaim the power of
God” 68:34; “All kings will bow down to Him and all nations will serve Him”
72:11; “Who knows the power of Your anger? For Your wrath is as great as
the fear that is due You.” 90:11

Yet despite the fact that 90 of the 150 Psalms include imprecations (prayers
invoking God’s righteous judgement upon the wicked) such prayers are rare
in the average Western church. However, amongst the persecuted churches
these prayers are much more common.

Praying Against the Persecutors

Amidst the burned out churches and devastation of Marxist Angola I found the
survivors of communist persecution - including the crippled and maimed, and
widows and orphans praying for God to strike down the wicked and remove the
persecutors of the Church. I was shocked - yet it was Biblical (Even the martyrs
in Heaven pray “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until You judge the
inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” Revelation 6:10).
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The initiator of the communist persecution in Angola was Agestino Neto.
Described as a “drunken, psychotic, Marxist poet”, Neto had been installed by
Cuban troops as the first dictator of Angola. He boasted that: “Within 20
years there won't be a Bible or a church left in Angola. I will have eradicated
Christianity.” Yet despite the vicious wave of church burning and massacres it
is not Christianity that was eradicated in Angola but Agestino Neto. Neto
died in mysterious circumstances on an operating table in Moscow.

Persecutors Judged
In Romania I learnt of a series of remarkable incidents recorded of God
judging the persecutors of the Church in answer to prayer:

e A communist official ordered a certain pastor to be arrested. The
next day the official died of a heart attack.

e Another communist party official ordered that all the Bibles in his
district were to be collected and pulped, to be turned into toilet
paper. This blasphemous project was in fact carried out. But the next
day when the official was medically examined, he was informed that
he had terminal cancer. He died shortly afterwards.

e  Onanother occasion, a communist official who had ordered a Baptist
church to be demolished by bulldozers died in a car crash the very
next day.

e When an order was given to dismantle a place of worship on the
mountainside in a forest, the workmen flatly refused to carry out the
order. At gunpoint a group of conscripted gypsies also refused to
touch the church. In desperation, the communist police forced
prisoners at bayonet-point to dismantle the structure. Yet the officer
in charge pleaded with the local Christians to pray for him, that God
would not judge him. He emphasised that he had nothing against
Christians and was only obeying strict orders. The building was in
fact reconstructed later, and again used for worship.

“They were all seized with fear and the Name of the Lord Jesus was held in
high honour... in this way the Word of the Lord spread widely and grew in
power.” Acts 19:17,20

Nicolae Ceausescu the dictator who ordered much of the persecution in
Romania was overthrown by his own army and executed on Christmas day,
1989, to joyous shouts of “the anti-Christ is dead!” in the streets. Many testified
that this was in answer to the fervent prayers on the longsuffering people of
Romania.
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Challenging God

Another persecutor of the Church who challenged God was Samora Machel,
the first dictator of Marxist Mozambique. Samora Machel was a cannibal who
ate human flesh in witchcraft ceremonies in the 1960’s. He pledged his soul to
satan and vowed that he would destroy the Church and turn Mozambique
into the first truly Marxist-Leninist state in Africa. Thousands of churches in
Mozambique were closed, confiscated, “nationalised”, chained and padlocked,
burned down, or boarded up. Missionaries were expelled, some being
imprisoned first. Evangelism was forbidden. Bibles were ceremonially burnt
and tens of thousands of Christians, including many pastors and elders, were
shipped off to concentration camps - most were never seen again.

A month before his sudden death Samora Machel cursed God publicly and
challenged Him to prove His existence by striking him (Machel) dead. On 19
October 1986, while several churches were specifically praying for God to
stop persecution in Mozambique, Machel’s Soviet Tupelov aircraft crashed in
a violent thunderstorm. The plane crashed 200 metres within South Africa’s
boundary with Mozambique. Amidst the wreckage the Marxist plans for
overthrowing the government of Malawi were discovered and published. Not
only had God judged a blasphemer and a persecutor, but He had also saved a
country from persecution.

The Power of Prayer

In the months leading up to the first multi-party elections in Zambia many
churches fasted and prayed for God to remove the 27 year socialist dictatorship
of Kenneth Kaunda. This was done on 31st October 1991 when Fredrick
Chiluba (a man converted to Christ whilst imprisoned for opposing Kaunda)
was elected president of Zambia and covenanted to make Zambia a Christian
country. It is recorded in history that the wicked Mary, Queen of Scots,
declared trembling and in tears: “I am more afraid of John Knox’s prayers than
of an army of ten thousand.”

The Psalms are the Oracles of God

Our Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles used the Psalms constantly in teaching
men to know God. The New Testament (NT) quotes the Old Testament (OT)
over 283 times 41% of all OT quotes in the NT are from the Psalms. Christ
Himself alluded to the Psalms over 50 times. The Psalms are the Prayer Book
of the Bible.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 declares: “All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (see also 2
Peter 3:15-16).
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The Psalms are part of God’s Revelation of Himself and His attributes, and
they are reaffirmed by the NT as the authoritative Word of God. Those
imprecatory Psalms which evangelical plastic surgeons reject as “unsuited”
and “unworthy” for the Church are the very Psalms Christ used to testify
about Himself (e.g. Mark 12:36; Mattheww 22:43-44) and which the apostles
used as authoritative Scripture (e.g. Acts 1:16-20; Acts 4:25-26; Hebrew 4:7).
See also 2 Samuel 23:1-7.

C.H. Spurgeon said, concerning the imprecatory Psalms, (especially Psalm
109): “Truly this is one of the hard places of Scripture, a passage which the
soul trembles to read, yet it is not ours to sit in judgement upon it, but to
bow our ear to what the Lord would speak to us therein.” The rejection of
any part of God’s Word is a rejection of the Giver of that Word, God Himself.

The Messianic Psalms are the Words of Christ

Christ quoted the Psalms, not merely as prophesy. He actually spoke the
Psalms as His own Words. The Psalms occupied an enormous place in the
ministry of our Lord on earth. He used it as His prayer book and song Book
- from the synagogue to the festivals and at the Last Supper. On the Cross
Christ quoted from the Psalms - not as some ancient authority that He
adapted for His own use, but as His very own Words - the Words of the Lord’s
Anointed which as David’s Son He truly was. “Father, into Your hands I
commit My Spirit” Psalm 31:5

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Psalm 22:1

In His ministry Christ foretells what He will say as the Judge on the Day of
Judgement, and He quotes the Psalms in doing so! Matthew 7:23 “Then I will
tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evil doers’.” Psalm 6:8

In Hebrews 10:5 the apostle attributes Psalm 40:6-8 directly to Christ,
although nowhere in the Gospels is Christ recorded as having said these
Words. Similarly, Hebrews 2:11-12 attributes Psalm 22:22 directly to Christ,
despite there being no record of His having spoken these Words while on
earth. Clearly the apostles believed Christ is speaking in the Psalms.

Christ came to establish His Kingdom and to extend His mercy in all the
earth. But let us never forget that Jesus will come again to execute Judgement
on the wicked.

David as the anointed king of God’s people was a prototype of Jesus Christ.
Acts 2:30: “being therefore a prophet ...he foresaw and spoke of the
Resurrection of Christ.”
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David was a witness to Christ in his office, in his life, and in his words. The
same words which David spoke, the future Messiah spoke through him. The
prayers of David were prayed also by Christ, or better: Christ Himself prayed
these Psalms through His forerunner David. The imprecatory Psalms are
expressions of the infinite justice of God, of His indignation against wrong
doing, and His compassion for the wronged.

What about the Psalms of Repentance?

Christ is also the Lamb of God, the substitutionary sacrifice for our sins.
Christ in the day of His crucifixion was charged with the sin of His people. He
appropriated to Himself those debts for which He had made Himself
responsible. Our Lord was the substitution for the sinner. He took our place
(Isaiah 53). “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him
we might become the righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21

In history the Psalms, especially the Imprecatory Psalms, have been
understood to have been the prayers of Christ by: St Augustine, Jerome,
Ambrose, Tertullian, Luther and many other Church fathers. All the Psalms
are the voice of Christ. Christ is praying these prayers of vengeance. It is only
right for the righteous King of Peace to ask God to destroy His enemies. These
prayers signal an alarm to all who are still enemies of King Jesus. His prayers
will be answered! God’s Word is revealed upon all who oppose Christ. Anyone
who rejects God’s way of forgiveness in the Cross of Christ will bear the
dreadful curses of God.

He who prays Psalm 69:23-28 will one day make this prayer a reality when He
declares to those on His left: “Depart from Me you who are cursed into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” Matthew 25:41. All the
enemies of the Lord need to hear these Psalms. God’s Kingdom is at War! The
powers of evil will fall and God alone will reign forever! “With justice He
judges and makes war...out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to
strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron sceptre; He treads
the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty...King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.” Revelation 19:11-16

What About Loving our Enemies?

But, what about Jesus’ command to love our enemies and to bless those who
curse us? (Matthew 5:44) Christ is of course the loving and merciful Saviour
who forgives the sins of His people; but He is also the awesome Judge who is
coming in Judgement on those who disobey His Gospel.

“God is just. He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give
relief to you who are troubled... This will happen when the Lord Jesus is

revealed from Heaven in blazing fire with His powerful angels. He will
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punish those who do not obey the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the
Lord and from the majesty of His power on the Day He comes to be glorified
in His holy people and to be marvelled at among all those who have believed.”

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10

Jesus has power to forgive sins, and He has power to execute judgement upon
His enemies. In the Psalms we see both the vengeance and the love of God.

Even in the New Testament and in the Gospels we see imprecations! “Woe to
you... hypocrites... blind guides... blind fools... full of greed and self
indulgence ... whitewashed tombs... you snakes! You brood of vipers! How
will you escape being condemned to Hell?” Matthew 23. In Matthew 26:23-
24, Christ quotes from Psalm 69 and 109 to refer to His betrayal by Judas.

We also need to acknowledge that Christ’s prayers of blessing are not for all.
In John 17:6-9 it is clear that Christ is only praying for the elect of God - those
who have: “obeyed Your Word”... “accepted” God’s Word...and have “believed”.
(see Luke 10:8-16 - Those who reject the message of God’s Kingdom will be
judged.)

May we Pray the Imprecatory Psalms?

Martin Luther pointed out that when one prays: “Hallowed be Thy Name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done” then “he must put all the opposition to
this in one pile and say: Curses, maledictions and disgrace upon every other
name and every other Kingdom. May they be ruined and torn apart and may
all their schemes and wisdom and plans run aground’”

To pray for the extension of God’s Kingdom is to seek the destruction of all
other kingdoms, e.g. Daniel 2:44: “The God of Heaven will set up a Kingdom
that will never be destroyed...It will crush all those kingdoms and bring
them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.” Advance and victory for the
Church means defeat and retreat for the kingdom of darkness.

There is a life & death struggle between two kingdoms. The Church cannot
exclude hatred for satan’s kingdom from its love for God’s Kingdom. God’s
Kingdom cannot come without satan’s kingdom being destroyed. God’s will
cannot be done on earth without the destruction of evil. The glory of God
demands the destruction of evil. Instead of being influenced by a sickly
sentimentalism which insists upon the assumed, but really non-existent,
rights of man - we should focus instead upon the rights of God.

“Do To Them As You Did to Sisera”
Note Psalm 83 where the Psalmist prays against those who “plot together”
against God and His people: “Cover their faces with shame so that men will
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seek your Name O Lord...Do to them as You did to Median, as you did to
Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon, who perished at Endor and became like
refuse on the ground.”

The story of Sisera in the book of Judges (Chapter 4 and 5) provides a vivid
example of God’s judgement on the wicked. Sisera ‘cruelly oppressed the
Israelites for twenty years” and they ‘cried to the Lord for help” Judges 4:3. In
response to those prayers: “The Lord routed Sisera and all his chariots and
army by the sword, and Sisera abandoned his chariot and fled on foot...All
the troops of Sisera fell by the sword; not a man was left.” Judges 4:15-16

The account then goes on to describe how Sisera escaped to the tent of Jael,
where she lulled him into a false sense of safety and then drove a tent peg
through his temple with a hammer. The song of victory by Deborah and
Barak celebrated the crushing of the head of Sisera in graphic detail (Judges
5:25-27). It is this that Psalm 83 implores God to again do to His enemies...”As
You did to Sisera...”

The Blessings of Obedience and the Curses of Disobedience
The imprecatory Psalms are fully consistent with the Law of God: “If you do
not carefully follow all the Words of this Law, which are written in this book,
and do not revere this glorious and awesome Name - the Lord your God - the
Lord will send fearful plagues on you and your descendants. He will bring
upon you all the diseases of Egypt that you dreaded, and they will cling to
you. The Lord will also bring on you every kind of sickness and disaster not
recorded in this Book of the Law until you are destroyed...because you did
not obey the Lord your God...so it will please Him to ruin and destroy you.
You will be uprooted from the land you are entering to possess.”
Deuteronomy 28:58-63

The Covenant God made with His people included curses for disobedience as
well as blessings for obedience. Deuteronomy 27 records the formal giving
and receiving of the Covenant terms in an awesome account: “The Levites
shall recite to all the people of Israel in a loud voice:

“Cursed is the man who carves an image or casts an idol - a thing detestable
to the Lord, the work of the craftsman’s hands - and sets it up in secret.

Then all the people shall say, Amen!’

“Cursed is the man who dishonours his father or his mother...
“Cursed is the man who moves his neighbour’s boundary stone...
“Cursed is the man who leads the blind astray on the roads...
“Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or
the widow...
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“Cursed is the man who kills his neighbour secretly...

“Cursed is the man who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person.

“Cursed is the man who does not uphold the Words of this Law by carrying
them out.

Then all the people shall say, Amen’.” Deuteronomy 27:14-26

The New Testament confirms that the inevitable consequences of rejecting
Christ, is the curse: “If anyone does not love the Lord - a curse be on him.” 1
Corinthians 16:22 (See also: Romans 12:19-21; Hebrews 1:1-3; 3:7-12; 3:15-
19; 10:26-31; 12:14-29.)

How Can We Preach these Prayers?
The Church of Jesus Christ is an army under orders.

Scripture constitutes the official dispatches from the Commander-in-Chief.
But we have a problem: those who are called to pass on those orders are
refusing to do so. How then can we expect to be a united, effective army? Is it
any wonder that the troops have lost sight of their Commission to demolish
the strongholds of the kingdom of darkness? If the Church does not hear the
battle cries of her Captain, how will she follow Him onto the battlefield?

Pastors are commissioned to pass on the orders of the Church’s Commander,
never withholding, or changing, His Words. One whose job is to carry
dispatches to troops in wartime would face certain and severe punishment if
he dared to amend the general’s orders. The pastor’s charge is of greater
importance than that of a courier in any earthly army. There is no place for
the dispatcher to decide he doesn’t agree with his Commander’s strategy!

When Jesus Christ sent seventy-two disciples on an Evangelistic Mission, He
told them to proclaim the coming of Gods Kingdom (Luke 10:9) - to
announce that people must submit to God’s rule in their lives. Jesus instructed
them to pray for peace on any house they approach, assuring them that if
anyone rejected it, the peace would return on the disciples (verses 5-6). But
we must consider what He said they should do if the Message were rejected
- that is, if the hearers persisted in rebellion against God’s rule - “But when
you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the
dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure
of this: The Kingdom of God is near’” Luke 10:10-11.

What would be the result of that denunciation? I tell you, it will be more
bearable on that day for Sodom (on which God sent fire from Heaven in
judgement for its wickedness) than for that town (verse 12). Immediately
Jesus added curses on Korazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum for their rejection
of His Message (verses 13-15).
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He then explained to the disciples the great authority He had given them: “He
who listens to you listens to Me; he who rejects you rejects Me; but he who
rejects Me rejects Himm who sent Me” (verse 16). This is the fundamental basis
for calling down God’s curses on anyone: his persistent rebellion against
God’s authority expressed in His Law and the ministry of His servants. We
need to clearly and forcefully proclaim the war cries of the Prince of Peace.
Only then will the Church awake from its lethargy and once again enter the
battle. If we fail to pass on the battle cry then a lack of urgency and confusion
in the ranks will be inevitable.

God Cannot Be Mocked

Like Psalm 1 our preaching needs to clearly show the blessings of obedience
and the curses of disobedience. The eternal truth is that God cannot be
mocked. Whatever a man sows - that shall he reap (Galatians 6:7). The curses
pronounced on disobedience in Deuteronomy 28:47-53 were fulfilled in
detail in Samaria (2 Kings 6:28-29) and in Judea (AD 70). The wrath of God
upon covenant breakers is real.

The “I” of the Psalms is Jesus Christ. The “we” of the Psalms includes those of
us in the Lord Jesus. The enemies are not our own, individually, but those of
the Lord and of His Church. The Psalms are of Christ as Prophet, Priest, and
King. They record Christ’s march in victory against the kingdom of darkness.
As Christ is the Author of the Psalms, so, too, is He the final fulfilment of the
Covenant on which they are based. God will answer the Psalmist’s prayers
completely in Jesus Christ on the final Day of Judgement. While on earth
Jesus foretold the Day when He will say: “But those enemies of Mine who did
not want Me to be King over them - bring them here and kill them in front of
Me” Luke 19:27.

God’s Kingdom is at War

A fatal end awaits everyone who refuses to acknowledge and to obey Jesus
Christ as King and Lord. Hearing expositions of these war Psalms of the
Prince of Peace will remind His people that God’s Kingdom is at war! The
kingdom of darkness is being overcome by the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, a
war in which each local congregation of believers plays a vital part. You must
rally your battalion to put on the whole armour of God, including “the sword
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God” Ephesians 6:17. That battle-readiness
also involves “pray(ing) in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests” Ephesians 6:18.

Christ teaches His army to pray for the utter destruction of the enemies of God
as the Psalmist did: “Pour our Your wrath on the nations that do not
acknowledge You, on the Kingdoms that do not call on Your Name” Psalm 79:6.
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Pray for the Persecuted

To deal with the very real hurts and injustices in this world it is necessary for
us to pray for God’s justice. Those who are persecuted need the comfort of
these prayers.

“Let the saints rejoice in His honour and sing for joy... May the praise of God
be in their mouths and a double-edged sword in their hands, to inflict
vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples, to bind their kings
with fetters, their nobles with shackles of iron, to carry out the sentences
written against them. This is the glory of all His saints. Praise the Lord.”
Psalm 149:5-9

Spiritual Warfare

Prayer is, in fact, spiritual warfare. One weapon is prayer for conversion of
spiritual enemies; another is prayer for judgement on those who finally refuse
to be converted. We handicap the army of God when we refuse to use both of
these great weapons that He has given us. It is at all times a part of the task of
the people of God to destroy evil.

If you have been guilty of dulling your sword, by neglecting, or undermining,
these Psalms, repent of that sin, sharpen your sword anew, and go forth to do
battle in the Name, and for the Glory, of Jesus Christ - until “the knowledge
of the Lord will cover the earth as the water cover the sea.” Habakkuk 2:14

The Messianic Psalms

“These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all
things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me. And He opened their understanding,
that they might comprehend the Scriptures.” Luke 24:44-45

On the Road to Emmaus

On the first day of the week after the crucifixion of Christ, two of the Lord’s
disciples were walking on the road to Emmaus, 7 miles from Jerusalem. As
they talked together of all the things which had happened, the Lord Himself
drew near and walked with them. But they did not recognise Him. He asked
them: “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you
walk and are sad?” Cleophas answered: “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem,
and have you not known the things which happened there in these days?” He
said to them: “What things?”

Jesus of Nazareth
So they told him: “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet,
Mighty in deed and Word before God and all the people, and how the chief
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priests and rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death and crucified Him.
But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed,
besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. Yes, and
certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us.
When they did not find His body they came saying that they had also seen a
vision of angels who said that He was alive. Certain of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but Him they did not

»

see.

In All the Scriptures

Then Jesus said to them: “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that
the Prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things
and to enter into His Glory? And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself”
Later, as he gave thanks for the food at the table in Emmaus, “Then their eyes
were opened and they knew Him. And they said to one another, ‘Did not our
hearts burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened

the Scriptures to us?”

The Lord Has Risen Indeed!

So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem to find the eleven
who were gathered together declaring: “The Lord has risen indeed and has
appeared to Simon!” They told about the things that had happened on the
road and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread.

The Psalms Fulfilled

Then Jesus Himself stood amongst them and said to them: “These are the
words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be
fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalims concerning Me.”...He opened their understanding, that they might
comprehend the Scriptures.” Luke 24:13-45

Progressive Revelation

From Genesis to Malachi, we can see the progressive Revelation of the coming
Messiah, the Redeemer, the Saviour, the Anointed One, the Son of David, the
Suffering Servant, the Prince of Peace. Twenty of the Psalms are identified as
Messianic by the New Testament writers. Jesus Himself, declared that the
Psalms spoke of Him (Luke 24:44). These include those Psalms that reveal
Christ as King: Psalm 2:45, 72, 110 & 132; those that speak of the sufferings
of the Messiah: Psalm 22, 41, 55 & 69; the Resurrection of the Messiah:
Psalm 16:10-11; and the Ascension of the Messiah: Psalm 69:18. Messiah
means ‘Anointed One”. Christ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew title:
Messiah.
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Messianic Prophecies

Written 1000 years before Christ, these Messianic Psalms prophesy that God
will declare the Messiah to be His Son. A friend will betray Him. False
witnesses will accuse Him. He will be hated without a cause. He will be given
vinegar and gall to drink. He will be forsaken by God, scorned and mocked
by men, His hands and His feet will be pierced, His clothes will be gambled
for, but none of His bones will be broken. He will pray for His enemies. God
will not let Him see corruption in the grave. He will rise from the dead. He
will ascend into Heaven. His betrayer’s office will be given to another. God
will place all things under His feet. His enemies will be His footstool. He will
be a High Priest forever in the order of Melchizedek. He will be the Chief
Cornerstone and Eternal Judge.

The Nature of Christ

The Names for God: Elohim and Yahweh are applied to Christ by the Father
Himself: “Thy Throne, O God is forever and ever” (Psalm 2; Psalm 110; Psalm
45:6-7; Hebrews 1:8-9).

The Lord Jesus Christ is described as the Son of God: “Thou art My Son. This
day I have begotten Thee.” (Psalm 2:7; Hebrews 1:5).

The Messiah shall possess the nature of God and be worthy of worship: “Let
all the angels worship Him.” (Psalm 97:7; Hebrews 1:6).

The Psalms reveal that the Messiah will be both the Son of God and the Son
of Man: “What is man that You are mindful of him? And the Son of Man that
You visit Him? For You have made Him a little lower than the angels? And You
have crowned Him with glory and honour. You have made Him to have
dominion over the works of Your hands, You have put all things under His feet.”
(Hebrews 1:6-9 quoting from Psalm 8:4-6).

The Work of Christ

The Psalms anticipate the work of the Messiah as Prophet, Priest and King. “I
come to do Thy will O God.” (Psalm 40:7-8; Hebrews 10:7).

“Your Throne, O God is forever and ever. A sceptre of equity is the sceptre of
Your Kingdom.” (Psalm 45:6-7; Hebrews 1:8-9).

“The Lord said to My Lord, sit at My right hand till I make Your enemies
Your footstool... rule in the midst of Your enemies... You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek... He shall execute kings in the day of
His wrath. He shall judge among the nations...” Psalm 110:1-6.

The Messianic Psalm 110 is quoted seven times in the New Testament, by the
Lord Jesus, by the apostles, Peter and Paul: Matthew 22:43-44; Mark 12:36;
Luke 20:42-43; Acts 2:34-35; 1 Corinthians 15:25; Hebrews 1:13 & 10:12-13).
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The Rejection of the Messiah

In contradiction to the popular theory of Dispensational Pre-millennialism,
which views the Jews™ rejection of the Messiah as an unexpected setback
requiring the interruption of the prophetic calendar with the Church Age, the
rejection of the Messiah is consistently prophesied throughout the Old
Testament Scriptures, including in the Psalms. The middle chapter of the
Bible: Psalm 118 declares: “The Stone which the builders rejected has become
the Chief Cornerstone.” Psalm 118:22. As Christ entered Jerusalem in His
triumphal entry, the crowds waved palm fronds, singing “Hosanna! Blessed is
He who comes in the Name of the Highest”, in fulfilment of Psalm 118. Yet
those same crowds showed how fickle they were by, days later, screaming
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him! We have no king but Caesar! Release Barabbas!
Crucify Christ!”

Zeal for God’s House

When the Lord entered the Temple, He made a whip and chased out the
Jewish money-changers. Recording this, the Apostle John quotes Psalm 69:9:
“Zeal for Your House has consumed Me.” (John 2:17).

Betrayed

At the Last Supper the Lord quoted Psalm 41:9: “Even My own familiar friend
in whom I trusted, who ate My bread, has lifted up his heel against Me” (John
13:18), to refer to the betrayal of Judas.

The Suffering and Death of the Messiah

The most complete and detailed description of the Crucifixion is in Psalm 22,
written 1000 years before the event. On the Cross the Lord quoted Psalm
22:1: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me...” (Matthew 27:46; Mark
15:34).

Psalm 22 describes how they would pierce His hands and His feet and gamble
for His robe (Psalm 22:16-18).

Psalm 22 describes the sufterings of the Messiah on the Cross: “They gape at
Me... I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint; My heart is
like wax; it has melted within Me. My strength is dried up like a pot shard, and
My tongue clings to my jaws; ...the congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.
They pierced My hands and My feet; I can count all My bones. They look and
stare at Me. They divide My garments among them and for My clothing they
cast lots...” Psalm 22:12-18 (Matthew 27:36-44).

The Resurrection of the Messiah

“For you will not leave My soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One
to see corruption.” Psalm 16:10.

On the Day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter applies this passage in Psalm 16,
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to the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body,
according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he,
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the Resurrection of the Christ, that His
soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus, God
has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore, being exalted to the
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. For David did
not ascend into the Heavens, but he says himself: The Lord said to My Lord,
sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool. Therefore let
all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:29-36

The Ultimate Triumph of the Messiah

“Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the
earth set themselves, and the rulers take council together, against the Lord
and against His Anointed, saying: ‘Let us break their bonds in pieces and
cast away their cords from us’. He who sits in the Heavens shall laugh; the
Lord shall hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath,
and distress them in His deep displeasure: ‘Yet I have set My King on My
Holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree; the Lord has said to Me, You are
My Son. Today I have begotten You. Ask of Me and I will give you the nations
for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall
break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s
vessel. Now, therefore, be wise, O kings; be instructed you judges of the
earth, serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest
He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a
little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.” Psalm 2:1-12

King of kings and Lord of lords

In the Psalms we read of the Mission and Message of the Messiah, of the work
and witness of our Lord Jesus Christ, of His nature, His rejection, betrayal,
suffering, death, Resurrection, Ascension and final victory over all, when all
His enemies will be made as a footstool under His feet.

You may know the Messianic Psalms — but do you know the Messiah?
You may know the Shepherd’s Psalm - but do you know the Good Shepherd?

Our Lord Jesus Christ declared that His sheep hear His voice, they follow
Him and He knows them. Does the Lord know you?

112



Old Testament Survey Psalms
Do you hear His voice?

Are you obeying His voice?
Are you faithfully following Him?

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

|iwingsLomne

“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!”
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TABLE OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

WEIGHT
Talent (60 minas) 75 pounds 34 kilograms
Mina (50 shekels) 1.25 pounds 600 grams
Shekel 0.4 ounces 11.4 grams
Pim (2/3 shekel) 0.25 ounces 8 grams
Beka (1/2 shekel) 0.2 ounces 5.7 grams
Gerah (1/20 shekel) 0.02 ounces 0.6 grams
Litra 12 ounces 327 grams
LENGTH
Long cubit 21 inches 53 centimeters
Cubit 18 inches 45 centimeters
Span 9 inches 23 centimeters
Fathom 6 inches 15 centimeters
Handbreadth 3 inches 8 centimeters
Schoinos (33 stadia) 3.8 miles 6.1 kilometers
Stadion 205 yards 187 meters
CAPACITY
Dry Measure
Cor/homer (10 ephahs) 5 bushels 182 liters
Lethek (5 ephahs) 2.5 bushels 91 liters
Ephah 0.5 bushels 18 liters
Seah (1/3 ephah) 5 quarts 6 liters
Omer (1/10 ephah) 2 quarts 2 liters
Cab (1/2 omer) 1 quart 1.3 liters
Liquid Measure
Bath 5.5 gallons 21 liters
Hin (1/6 bath) 1 gallon 3.8 liters
Log (1/72 bath) 0.3 quarts 0.3 liters

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa

mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 17

PROVERBS

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.” Proverbs 1:7

In Psalms we find the Christian on his knees, in Proverbs we find the Christian
on his feet.

The Psalms are for daily devotions, the Proverbs are for daily work and walk.

The Psalms are for our quiet times and the place of worship, the Proverbs are
for the market place, the work place, the school room and the home.

Proverbs shows that Godliness is practical. The Proverbs deal with our duty
to God and to our neighbours, the duty of parents and children, husbands
and wives, employers and employees, citizens and rulers.

“The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to turn one away from the snares
of death.” Proverbs 14:27

Profound

The Proverbs are short, profound sayings of what sometimes is called
common sense, but which is increasingly uncommon. Perceptive, practical,
pointed and positive. The Proverbs are “like apples of gold in settings of
silver” Proverbs 25:11.

The Proverbs can be divided into three sections:
Counsel for young men (1-10).

Counsel for all men (11-20).

Counsel for kings and rulers (21-31).

Counsel for the Young

The counsel for young men can be summarised as: Wise up!, walk straight!,
watch your step! The young are warned against bad companions, immorality
and drunkenness.

Proverbs 4:23-26:

“Keep your heart with all diligence for out of it spring the issues of life.”
“Put away from you a deceitful mouth and put perverse lips far from you.”
“Let your eyes look straight ahead and your eyelids look right before you.”
“Ponder the path of your feet and let all your ways be established.”

The Proverb goes from our heart, to our mouth, to our eyes, to our feet.

Many of the Proverbs have found their way into everyday speech:

“spare the rod and spoil the child.”
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“Hope deferred makes the heart sick.”
“Pride goes before a fall”

“Stolen food is sweet.

“Iron sharpens iron.”

Recognisable Characters

The characters described 3,000 years ago in the Book of Proverbs can easily
be recognised today. The person who talks too much, the wife who is always
nagging, the aimless youth hanging around on street corners, the neighbour
who is always dropping in and staying too long, the friend who is unbearably
loud and cheerful first thing in the morning.

Contrasts in Choices
There are over 900 Proverbs and they cover most of life’s important issues.

These are often presented as contrasts:
Wisdom and folly,

Pride and humility,

Love and lust,

Wealth and poverty,

Work and laziness,

Masters and servants,

Husbands and wives,

Friends and relatives,

Life and death.

Proverbs and Jesus
The Lord Jesus Christ emphasised these same choices in the Sermon on the
Mount:

The broad road vs. the narrow way,

The wide gate vs. the narrow gate,

The foolish man vs. the wise man,
Building on sand vs. building on the rock,
The bad tree vs. the good tree,

Bad fruit vs. good fruit,

Hell vs. Heaven.

The overarching call of Proverbs is: Do not waste your life!

Our Lord Jesus emphasised: “You are either with Me, or against Me. You are
either gathering, or scattering.” Matthew 12:30. Proverbs emphasises how we
can make the most of life and warns us against the many ways of wasting or
ruining ones life. The emphasis is on integrity and work ethic.
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Balanced Discipleship

Proverbs provides an important balance to the preaching in many churches
which emphasises what we are saved from and not enough of what we are
saved to and for. Proverbs not only reminds us about the sort of life we need
to be saved from, but the sort of life that we are saved unto. Proverbs goes
from the head, to the heart, to the hands.

Proverbs tell us why it was written:

To lead us to wisdom. The very first step to becoming wise is, to fear God.
When you understand the holiness of God, our eternal Judge, how nothing
escapes His attention and how much He hates evil, then we will learn true
wisdom by fearing God.

The Source of All Wisdom

God is the all wise God, the source of all wisdom. It is His wisdom that created
the universe and all good things in it. God has chosen to pass on His wisdom,
especially through Scripture, and also through parents, grandparents, and
other people who are more experienced than us.

God’s Rubbish Dump

One of the terms our Lord Jesus used to describe hell, was Gehnna. This
referred to the huge rubbish dump outside the walls of Jerusalem, in the
Valley of Kidron, which was continually burning. In many ways, hell is God’s
rubbish dump. Those who have no place for God, those who hate God, those
who despise His Word and steadfastly refuse to repent, will suffer the eternal
consequences of their life long choices. Those who reject, and turn their back
on, the eternal Creator will find themselves in Gehenna; God’s rubbish dump.

Wise for Salvation

The Apostle Paul wrote: “But evil men and imposters will grow worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must continue in the things which
you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned
them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for Salvation through Faith which is in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:13-17

Thoroughly Equipped for Every Good Work

Part of the Scripture that is profitable for doctrine, reproof and for correction,
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work is the Proverbs. They are able to make one “wise for Salvation through
Faith which is in Christ Jesus.”
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Not Conformed - But Transformed

The Bible instructs us: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2. Part of the Scriptures that
enable one to resist conformity to the world and to prove what is the good,
acceptable, and perfect will of God, to transform us by the renewing of our
mind, is Proverbs.

The Wisdom of Solomon

When King Solomon acceded to the throne, God offered him anything he
asked for. Solomon asked for wisdom and God not only gave him wisdom
and God not only gave him wisdom, but he also gave him fame, power and
wealth. The wisdom of Solomon was legendary, it even attracted the Queen of
Sheba to travel a long distance to hear his wisdom for herself.

Wisdom Requires Right Choices and Right Living

Of course, it would appear that Solomon was wiser in his proverbs than he
was in his life. Solomon reminds us that we can be wise in our minds without
being wise in our hearts and actions. There was an important condition
attached to God’s gift of wisdom. As he told Solomon: “I will give you a wise
and discerning heart... if you walk in my ways and obey my statues and
commands.” (10:11). Wise men store up knowledge.

The Author

Solomon wrote Song of Songs in his youth, Proverbs in his middle age and
Ecclesiastes in his old age. Solomon was not only a king and a philosopher,
he was also the architect of the Temple that was one of the wonders of the
world. Although Solomon wrote, or gathered, most of the Proverbs, he was
not the only author. Other Proverbs come from Hezekiah, Augur, and Lemuel.
God is referred to 90 times in Proverbs as Yahweh. The wisdom in Proverbs is
from God.

Word for a Situation

The English word Proverb comes from the Latin Proverba. Pro means for and
verba means word. Literally a Proverb is a word for a situation. An appropriate
word to fit the situation.

Parallelism

The poetry in Proverbs often consists in parallelism. Some would be
synonymous parallelism, for example: “Pride goes before destruction and a
haughty spirit before a fall” Proverbs 16:18

Far more common is antithetical parallelism, where the second line contrasts
with the first:
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“He who has a slack hand becomes poor, but the hand of the diligent makes
rich.” (10:4).

“He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but he who refuses correction
goes astray.” (10:17) “Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, but he who
hates correction is stupid.” Proverbs 12:1

In synthetic parallelism, the thought in the first line is advanced by the
second:

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it springs the issues of life.” (4:23)

The key words and, but and for indicate what type of parallelism is being
used.

Most of the Proverbs in chapters in 10 to 15, are antithetical parallelism. Most
of the Proverbs in chapters 16 to 22, are synonymous parallelism.

Acrostics
Proverbs also makes use of acrostics, such as chapter 31, where each line
begins with a new letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Numerics

On other occasions the structure is numerical, for example:

“There are six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: a
proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises
wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness who speaks
lies, and one who sows discord amongst brethren.” Proverbs 6:16-19. These
forms are to enable the reader to more easily remember the Proverb.

Patriarchal

Some people may complain that the Book is too patriarchal, being presented
as a fathers advice to his son. This is because of the Scriptural principle that if
the men are right, the women and children will be right too. The Bible is
primarily addressed to men, because it is their responsibility to lead their
families by teaching and leading by example.

Seek Wisdom

Wisdom is presented as a wonderful woman, who we should love, court,
make a beloved member of our family and be faithful to for life. “Does not
wisdom cry out, and understanding lift up her voice? She takes her stand at
the top of the high hill, aside the way, where the paths meet, she cries out by
the gates, at the entry of the city, at the entrance of the doors... all those who
hate me love death.” (8:1,36). In Proverbs 9: 1-12, we read of the wise woman
building her house through knowledge and understanding.
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Avoid Foolishness

Folly is depicted as a prostitute, who by smooth talk entices and seduces men
with tempting offers. Folly will destroy your livelihood and integrity. Foolish
ideas are dangerous and destructive.

Disastrous Decision

The original temptation in the Garden of Eden offered the knowledge of good
and evil, but by choosing to ignore the commandment and warning of God,
Adam and Eve chose foolishly. The result of their sin was disastrous: disease,
decay and death.

Every Choice Has Consequences

The Book of Revelation also contrasts the two women in conflict: The bride
of Christ and the harlot of Babylon. The Bible frequently confronts us with
choices: Life or death? Light or darkness? Heaven or hell? What we sow is
what we reap. Everything has consequences. Every thought, action, even
attitude, has consequences.

More Precious than Rubies

The wife you choose will have great consequences. Proverbs concludes with
the acrostic chapter 31, describing the good wife, mother, neighbour and
trader, who is vital to good stable, healthy family life, and who is “more
precious than rubies.”

Wisdom is Morality in Action

Proverbs presents wisdom and folly as primarily moral choices. There are
many people who might be intellectually intelligent, but morally very foolish.
Many know the truth in their head, but do not make wise choices in their
lives. You can be mentally clever, but morally foolish. Proverbs applies the
Lordship of Christ to all areas of life, teaching us how to put feet to our Faith,
wisely practising the presence of God in every area of life.

Revelation Vision

“Where there is no vision the people perish.” This is not just speaking about
a vision of life. Many people think of a vision as what they would like to do,
but it is God’s Revelation. “Where there is no Revelation, the people cast off
restraint, but happy is he who keeps the Law.” Proverbs 29:18

Wise Choices

Proverbs advises the young: Obey your parents. Seek wisdom. Guard your
heart. Be faithful to your spouse. Do not get into bad company. Do not
commit adultery. Do not take out loans. Do not be lazy. Avoid foolish people.
The lives of the godly and the lives of the wicked are contrasted.
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Righteousness in Action

The reoccurring themes of Proverbs are: Seek wisdom. Avoid bad company.
Do not fall into the trap of immorality. Avoid laziness. Be humble. Be loyal.
Fear God. Righteousness is defined as humility in self, justice for others and
the fear of the Lord.

Wisdom Defined
There are numerous synonyms used in Proverbs used to describe wisdom:
Prudence, sensible, judicious, appropriate, careful, discreet and discerning.

Foolishness Described

There are over 70 Proverbs which describe what a fool is like. A fool is
ignorant, obstinate, arrogant, reckless, rash, careless, wasteful, irresponsible,
inexperienced, aimless, gullible, complacent, insolent, flippant, sullen,
boorish, boring, argumentative, quick tempered, opinionated, loud, selfish
and unteachable.

Foolish Choices

Fools prefer fiction to reality, fantasy to fact. They prefer illusions to truth
and make-belief rather than history. They prefer amusement to education.
The fool is both disturbing and dangerous. He brings sorrow to his parents.
“...he who trusts in himself is a fool, but he who trusts in wisdom is kept safe”
(28:26).

Star Fools

The stars of the fools show are:

Exhibit A: the scoffer — cynical and critical of everything and everybody,
except himself.

Exhibit B star fool is: the sluggard, the slothful, lazy man who is hinged to his
bed. He tosses and turns and gets no further than a door swinging on its
hinges. “He who is slothful in his work is bother to him who is a great destroyer”
(18:9). “Like a bad tooth or a lame foot is reliance on the unfaithful in times of
trouble.” (25:19)

Sins of the Tongue

One of the key subjects in Proverbs is the sin of the tongue. Words can cut
deep. Words can be careless, clumsy and cruel. A person’s sense of worth can
be ruined by words. Words can even make one’s estimation of one’s self too
high or too low. Even our physical health can be affected by words. Our
beliefs, convictions and attitudes can be formed by words. For good or ill,
words can have an enormous effect. Amongst the seven abominations most
hateful to God listed in Proverbs 6, four are sins of the tongue.
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The Limitations of Words

Proverbs also shows that words have their limit. Words are no substitute for
deeds. The tongue cannot alter facts. Denial and imaginative excuses do not
change reality. Words cannot compel people to respond. Even the best teacher
cannot teach a disinterested student. Only the malicious would pay any
attention to gossip.

Profitable Speech

Proverbs advocates four categories of speech:

Honest words - the straightforward Yes, or No.

Few words - the less said, the better.

Calm words - that should refresh and encourage.

Appropriate words — which are suited to the situation, edifying and constructive.

Engage Brain Before Putting Mouth in Gear

Wise words need time for reflection first. We should be quick to listen, slow
to speak and slow to be angry (James 1:19). “He who guards his lips guards his
soul, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.” (13:3)

Our Character is Revealed by What We Say

What we say flows from what we are. Our speech reflects our character. “If
you falter in times of trouble how small is your strength.” (24:10). “Reckless
words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” (12:18).

The Family Unit

Proverbs speaks much about relationships, especially concerning the family,
the basic building block of society. The husband and wife are to be united in
loving partnership to share their childrens training and faithfully discipline
their children. The husband and wife must be moral, faithful and loyal. The
person who strays from marriage and commits adultery loses honour and
liberty, throwing away their life, courting social disgrace and physical danger.
An adulterer commits moral suicide.

Discipline is Love in Action

If parents do not discipline their children then they are fools. Discipline is a
loving act. Foolishness is bound up in the heart of the child. Children are
naturally foolish and need encouragement to be wise. If you do not promptly
punish your children when they do wrong, then you do not love them.
Proverbs plainly runs counter to the humanistic philosophy prevalent today!

Train Them Up in the Way They Are to Go

We are to foster wise habits in our children at an early age, teaching them a
Christian work ethic, that they maylearn to enjoy the sense of accomplishment
that can only come from hard, diligent work and wise choices.

122



Old Testament Survey Proverbs

More Faithful than a Brother

Brothers can be helpful and faithful, but there are also the kind who brings
discord, injury and bitterness. There is a friend who can be more faithful than
a brother. “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your
power to act. Do not say to your neighbour come back later, I will give it to you
tomorrow...” (3:27-28).

Good Neighbours

We are to be good neighbours, in harmony with those we live and work
amongst. We need to be generous and willing to help our neighbour in need.
This should include respecting property and privacy. We also need to know
how to say No to unwise agreements.

True Friendship

Proverbs gives standards for true friendship:

A true friend will be loyal.

A true friend will be honest.

A true friend will give you advice or caution.

A true friend will be courteous.

“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful”

The Teachers of the Law were Amazed at His Wisdom
We read that our Lord Jesus Christ was filled with such wisdom as a child that
the teachers of the Law in the Temple were amazed at his wisdom.

Greater than Solomon

“The Queen of the South will rise up in the Judgement with the men of this
generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear
the wisdom of Solomon and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.” Luke 11:31

Wisdom from God

“But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise,
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things
which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the
things that are; that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are in
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God - and righteousness and
sanctification and Redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:27-30

Proverbs and the Apostles

In 2 Peter 2:22, the Apostle quotes from Proverbs 26:11 “As a dog returns to its
vomit, so a fool repeats his folly” When Peter exhorted his readers to fear the
Lord and honour the King, he was quoting from Proverbs 24. The letter of
James deals with many of the same themes as Proverbs when analysing the
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sins of the tongue and advocating practical discipleship, putting the Word of
God into practise through wise choices.

God Disciplines His Children

Hebrews quotes from Proverbs 3, regarding God’s discipline of His children:
“And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: ‘My son
do not despise the chastening of the Lord, to be discouraged when you are rebuked
by Him; for whom the Lord loves, He chastens and scourges every son whom He
receives. If you endue chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son
is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of
which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.
Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of Spirits
and live?... Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful;
nevertheless, afterwards it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it”” Hebrews 12:5-11. “He who conceals his sins does not
prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy” Proverbs 28:13.

Daily Wisdom
Proverbs is an important weapon in the Christian army. The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom. There are 31 chapters of Proverbs,
one for every day of the month. Reading a chapter of Proverbs is a great way
to start any day.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil.
It will be health to your flesh and strength to your bones.” Proverbs 3:5-8

Dr. Peter Hammond
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CHAPTER 18

ECCLESIASTES

Solomon’s Search for Meaning and Purpose in Life

King Solomon, the author of the Book of Ecclesiastes, was the richest and
most powerful king in the world at his time. Solomon was famous for his
wisdom, riches and literary achievements. Solomon had the power to do
anything he wanted and he had the wealth to indulge every whim.

Asking the Right Questions

It is incredible to think that this Book was written almost 3,000 years ago. It
seems so very up-to-date in this secular humanist, existential and hedonist
society. Solomon’s philosophical search for meaning and purpose in life
resonates through the ages. He asks the fundamental questions: Is life more
than the things we see, do and possess? What is the meaning of life?

Futility and Frustration

“’Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; ‘Vanity of vanities, all is vanity’
What profit has a man from all his labour in which he toils under the sun?
One generation passes away, and another generation comes; But the earth
abides forever. The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the
place where it arose. The wind goes toward the south, and turns around to
the north; the wind whirls about continually, and comes again on its circuit.
All the rivers run into the sea, Yet the sea is not full; to the place from which
the rivers come, there they return again. All things are full of labour; man
cannot express it. The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with
hearing. That which has been is what will be, that which is done is what will
be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. Ecclesiastes 1:2-9

Understanding the Times

Solomon accurately describes the attitude of cynical indifference and hopeless
pessimism which, in so many ways, characterises our age. Fatalism: Whatever
will be, will be. Existentialism: Live for the moment. Hedonism: Live for
pleasure. Pessimism: Things are bound to get worse. Cynicism: Even good
things are not what they seem. Materialism: Life consists in the things we
accumulate. He testifies: “And I set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom
concerning all that is done under Heaven; this burdensome task God has given
to the sons of man, by which they may be exercised. I have seen all the works
that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the
wind... ‘I have attained greatness, and have gained more wisdom than all who
were before me in Jerusalem. My heart has understood great wisdom and
knowledge. And I set my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly.

I perceived that this also is grasping for the wind. For in much wisdom is much
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grief, and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.” Ecclesiastes 1:13-18

The Ruinous Road of the Rat Race

Solomon goes down one dead-end-street after another. He pursues pleasure,
entertainment, alcohol, parties, great projects, commerce, science, agriculture,
architecture, arts, culture, materialism, wealth, treasure, money, possessions,
wine, women and song.

Our Soul is Too Big for This World to Fill
“I said in my heart, ‘Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore enjoy
pleasure’; but surely, this also was vanity. I said of laughter - ‘Madness!’; and
of mirth, ‘What does it accomplish?’ I searched in my heart how to gratify
my flesh with wine, while guiding my heart with wisdom, and how to lay
hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the sons of men to do under
Heaven all the days of their lives. I made my works great, I built myself
houses, and planted myself vineyards. I made myself gardens and orchards,
and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. I made myself water pools from
which to water the growing trees of the grove. I acquired male and female
servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater possessions
of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me. I also gathered
for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the
provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of
men, and musical instruments of all kinds. So I became great and excelled
more than all who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained
with me. Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. I did not
withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart rejoiced in all my labour;
and this was my reward from all my labour. Then I looked on all the works
that my hands had done and on the labour in which I had toiled; and indeed
all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun.”
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

The Limits of Human Wisdom

The Book of Ecclesiastes documents the utter futility of secular philosophies.
Solomonliststheabsurdities, mysteries, disappointmentsand disillusionments
of a life spent outside of God. Life separated from God is meaningless.
Everything done this side of Eternity is meaningless, if one separates it from
the source of all meaning and purpose: Our Creator. Seeking meaning and
purpose in life through philosophic speculation “under the sun” will only lead
to frustration. The term “under the sun” occurs 28 times in Ecclesiastes, and
nowhere else in the Bible. If we limit our worldview to this earth and fail to
consider everything from God’s perspective, then we will be frustrated with
emptiness and meaninglessness. Revelation is essential if we are to understand

and fulfil our purpose on earth.
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Contrasting Ecclesiastes with Psalms

The Book of Ecclesiastes is so very different from the Book of Psalms.
Solomons father, King David, was forever shouting: Rejoice, sing praises to
God, magnify His Name, Glory in His splendours. The Psalms of David are
full of blessings and joy. However, the refrain of King Solomon in the Book of
Ecclesiastes is: “Vanity!” The word vanity (futility, or meaninglessness),
occurs 37 times in the Book of Ecclesiastes.

Chasing the Wind

Those who attempt to find meaning and purpose in hedonism, wine, women
and song, or in drugs, music and sex, through materialism, fame and fortune,
through philosophy, degrees and psychology, in pragmatism and workaholism,
through the treadmill of achievements, or through an existential journey of
self-discovery, finding themselves’ in self-actualisation, will also ultimately be
crying “Meaningless! Meaningless!” All achievements and experiences are for
but a season.

The Inevitability of Death

Solomon notes that: “Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels
darkness. The wise man’s eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.
Yet I myself perceived that the same event happens to them all. So I said in
my heart, As it happens to the fool, it also happens to me, and why was I
then more wise?’ Then I said in my heart, “This also is vanity’ For there is no
more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever, since all that now is
will be forgotten in the days to come. And how does a wise man die? As the
fool!” Ecclesiastes 2:13-16

When Fools Inherit What Others Have Worked For

Solomon reports: “Then I hated all my labour in which I had toiled under
the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me. And who
knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my labour
in which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun. This
also is vanity.” Ecclesiastes 2:18-19

A Time for Every Purpose

Solomon writes: “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose
under Heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a
time to pluck what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to
break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a
time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time
to gather stones; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a
time to gain, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a
time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a
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time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace... He has
made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their
hearts...” Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

The Tragedy of the Transient

Time and again Solomon returns to the theme of Eternity. He had great
wisdom and unparalleled opportunity to observe and to explore every avenue
of earthly life. After much research and experiment, Solomon concluded that,
on the whole, humanity found little joy and fulfilment in this life. He yearned
for something beyond himself, and beyond this world. Everything passes
away, everything in this life fails to completely satisfy. He grieved over the
prevalent wickedness and cruelties of men. He despaired of any meaning and
purpose if death ends life, and if there is nothing beyond this present world.
If this world is all there is, if there is no Day of Judgement, no eternity, no God
who will make all things right, then life is aimless, purposeless, meaningless,
and futile!

Wisdom Accepts Warnings

There are great gems of wisdom in the Book of Ecclesiastes: “Better a poor
and wise youth than an old and foolish king who will be admonished no
more.” Ecclesiastes 4:13

A Funeral is Better Than a Party

“Better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of
feasting, for that is the end of all men; and the living will take it to
heart” Ecclesiastes 7:2

The Song of Fools
“It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of
foolsEcclesiastes 7:5

The Curse of Crime

Why does crime increase? Solomon concludes: “Because the sentence against
an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men
is fully set in them to do evil.” Ecclesiastes 8:11

Madness in Their Hearts

“This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to
all. Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their
hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.” Ecclesiastes 9:3

Trapped by Evil Times
“..The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong... For man also
does not know his time: Like fish taken in a cruel net, like birds caught in a
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snare, so the sons of men are snared in an evil time, when it falls suddenly
upon them.” Ecclesiastes 9:11-12

Make the Most of Every Opportunity

Solomon also warns us not to be unduly deterred from seizing the moment
by adverse circumstances. “He who observes the wind will not sow, and he
who regards the clouds will not reap. As you do not know what is the way of
the wind, or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child, so you
do not know the works of God who makes everything. In the morning sow
your seed, and in the evening do not withhold your hand; for you do not
know which will prosper, either this or that, or whether both alike will be
good.” Ecclesiastes 11:4-6

Seize the Moment

Solomon urges a strong work ethic. Do not procrastinate. Seize the moment.
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might...” Ecclesiastes 9:10.
Life is long enough to live out God’s purposes, but it’s too short to waste a
moment.

The Futility of the Finite

After racing down every dead-end-street, pursuing all the pleasures and
philosophies of life, Solomon, the richest, most powerful and wisest king of
his day, pronounces that it is all meaningless. “Vanity of vanities; all is vanity.”
Solomon has looked back, he has looked within, he has looked around, and
he has looked out for meaning and purpose “under Heaven”. Then he finally
looks up.

Focus on God and His Word

After all the philosophical cul-de-sacs, Solomon concludes that meaning and
purpose can only be found in God alone. “Fear God and keep His
commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into
judgement, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.” Ecclesiastes
12:13-14. Our responsibilities are far more important than our rights. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

Fear God Alone

Ecclesiastes reaches the same conclusion as the Book of Proverbs: “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-
6. Our Lord Jesus warned us not to fear those who can only kill the body. Fear
God who can destroy both body and soul in hell, forever! (Matthew 10:28).

Applying the Lordship of Christ to All Areas of Life
Conviction affects character through conduct. Conduct divorced from
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conviction is destructive. Conduct guided by conviction is constructive. The
Bible tells us how we should live and why: For the glory of God, in the light
of eternity, in accordance with the Word of God. The same conclusion is
found in the New Testament: “And this is eternal life, that they may know
You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” John 17:3

Live in the Light of Eternity

God has set eternity in the hearts of men (Ecclesiastes 3:11). In the light of
Eternity, knowing that the Day of Judgement will come, when we will have to
stand before the Judgement Seat of Christ, we must fear God and keep His
Commandments. “But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you.” Matthew 6:33

“Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth...” Ecclesiastes 12:1

“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your
right hand are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11

Dr. Peter Hammond
Livingstone Fellowship
P.O. Box 74

mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 19

SONG OF SOLOMON

“He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.
Song of Solomon 2:4

>

The Song of Solomon is also known as the Song of Songs. This book was
written early in King Solomon’s reign, probably around 965BC.

Union and Communion
Our relationship with God is to celebrated and sung about. The Psalms and
Hymns are essentially celebrations of God’s love for us, and our love for Him.

As the Psalms are about worship,
Proverbs deal with wisdom,
Song of Songs deals with our love for God and His love for us.

Wisdom, worship and love are to be received with gratitude and celebrated
with joy. “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” Psalm 29:2

Love Story
The Song of Songs illustrates God’s passionate love for His people through a love
story based on an actual romance of King Solomon. In the Song of Songs we see:

The Betrothal,

Seeking His countenance,
Surrendering the will,

Reflecting His beauty,

The perfection of the Bridegroom,
Sharing the Divine nature and
Bearing fruit.

The main themes are:

The Heavenly Bridegroom

His love covers all defects of the bride (4:7). Love covers a multitude of sins.
(1 Peter 4:8)

He rejoices over her (Isaiah 62:5)

The Bridegroom gives His life for the bride (Ephesians 5:25)

The Bridegroom will come to claim the bride as His own (Matthew 25:6)

The Bride
The bride loves the bridegroom (2:16)
She feels her unworthiness (1:6)
She has been purified and dressed in matchless garments (Revelation 19:8)
She wears the jewels of His Divine grace (Isaiah 61:10)
She issues invitations to the wedding (Revelation 22:17)
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The Marriage Feast

Prepared by the Father for the Son (Matthew 22:2)

Costly preparations are made for the guests (Matthew 22:4)

Invitations to this Marriage Feast are a great honour (Revelation. 19:9)

The invitations are scorned by many (Matthew 22:5)

The invitations include all classes (Matthew 22:10)

Neglect of the wedding garment leads to exclusion from the Feast (Matthew
22:11-14)

True Love
Love is shown in actions and attitudes. Love is far more than a feeling, it is an
act of the will.

Relationships require mutual affection, commitment and duties. Love must
be exclusive, enthusiastic and enduring.

The Biblical Definition of Love

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself,
is not puffed up, does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not
provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the
truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails...” 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Marriage is God’s Design

Love involves a warm and enriching experience. Marriage is a picture of
God’s love for His Church. Marriage is God’s design. Song of Songs affirms
that marriage must be a life-long partnership of exclusive, enthusiastic, and
enduring love between a man and a woman.

The Song of Songs is a spiritual allegory and analogy, an affirmation of
Biblical marriage, and a celebration of the covenant between God and His
people.

Balanced Love

The Song of Songs combats two great extremes: Aestheticism and Hedonism.
Both those who deny pleasure (the aesthetics) and those who seek to indulge
in pleasure (hedonists) are unbiblical.

The Shepherd is Also the King

The bride discovers that the shepherd who won her love is actually the king.
Moses was a shepherd before he became a leader of God’s people. David was
a shepherd before he became King of Israel. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of His people, is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Song of
Songs leads us into the Holy of holies as we celebrate God’s love for us and our
love for Him.
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Biblical Analogy

The bridegroom represents Christ and the bride represents the Church.
Throughout the Bible, marriage is presented as an analogy of God’s
relationship with His Church. God is presented as the husband and Israel as
His wife. He courts her in Egypt and marries her in the wilderness, when the
Covenant is established. When Israel goes after other gods, she is described as
an adulteress. God courts his people, wins her, loses her, still loves her, and
works to bring her back again.

In the New Testament the Lord Jesus is depicted as the Bridegroom, looking
for the bride and on the last page of the Bible, the bride eagerly makes herself
ready with the robes of righteousness and calls out: “Come!”

Song of Songs can be divided up in this way:

Chapter 1: The bride’s love and devotion for the king.
Do you love God? Are you devoted to Him?

Chapter 2: The bride’s delight in the king’s love and embrace.
Do you delight in Devotional worship?

Chapter 3-5: The bride’s dream of her lover’s disappearance and her joy at
finding him again.
Are you conscious of distance in your relationship?

Chapter 3:6-11: The bridal procession and greetings in the palace garden.
Have you publicly committed yourself to Christ?

Chapter 4: The King adores His bride and she replies by inviting him into her
garden.

Chapter 5: Another dream of the King’s apparent distance and
then His return.

Chapter 6: The beauty of the bride is celebrated.
Chapter 7: The mutual love between bride and groom is celebrated.

Chapter 8: The unquenchable love and indissoluble union of the bride and
groom are celebrated.

Do you love God with all your heart?

“Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is as strong
as death... Many waters cannot quench love, nor can floods drown it. If a man
would give for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly despised.”
Song of Solomon 8:6-7. Love cannot be bought, or sold. We accept God’s love
as undeserved favour - grace. We give our love unreservedly, wholeheartedly.
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Christ’s rebuke to His Church

“...I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore
from where you have fallen, repent and do the first works, or else I will come to
you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place — unless you repent.”
Revelation 2:4-5. Have you lost your first love? Remember. Repent. Repeat.

Christian Love
“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
John 13:35

“This is My Commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
John 15:12

“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.”
Romans 12:9

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God.” 1 John 4:7. The mark of a true Christian is love.
The mark of real love is action. It is not so much what we say, but what we do.

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.” John 15:9

“The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: Yes, I have loved you with an
everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.” Jeremiah 31:3

“I will seek the one I love... when I have found the one I love, I held him and
would not let him go...” Song of Solomon 3:2-4

Dr. Peter Hammond
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CHAPTER 20

ISAIAH

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:6

The Bible in a Nutshell

Isaiah is a mini-Bible in structure. Like the Bible, Isaiah has 66 chapters in two
main sections. 39 chapters in the first section (like the Old Testament) and 27
in the second section (like the New Testament). The message of the first 39
chapters of Isaiah summarizes the message of the Old Testament. The message
of the last 27 chapters of Isaiah summarizes the message of the New Testament.

Dealing with Sin

The Old Testament opens with God’s case against man because of his sin.
Isaiah opens the same way. “Come now, and let us reason together, says the
Lord, though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:18

The Coming King

The first section closes with a prophecy of the coming King of righteousness
and the Redemption of Israel, just as the prophets close the Old Testament
with predictions of His coming Kingdom. “But to you who fear My Name, the
Son of righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings...” Malachi 4:2

Prepare the Way

Isaiah is a Messianic Book. The second part of Isaiah, starting with chapter
40, begins with “Comfort, yes, comfort, My people! Says Your God... the voice
of one crying in the wilderness; prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain
and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough
places smooth; the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it
together...” Isaiah 40:1-5. These are the very words used by John the Baptist at
the beginning of the New Testament (Matthew 3:1-3).

The Servant of the Lord

The Book of Isaiah speaks of the Servant of the Lord, anointed by the Holy
Spirit, who dies for the sins of His people, and is raised and exalted! It declares
to God’s people: “You are My witnesses...” Isaiah 44:8. “...and all the ends of the
earth will see the Salvation of our God.” Isaiah 52:10 (CF Acts 1:8).

Messianic Prophecies
Isaiah is one of the most quoted from Books in the Bible. Some of the most famous
verses in Isaiah include: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign, behold the

virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His Name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14
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“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the Government
shall be upon His shoulder. And His Name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of His Government and peace there shall be no end... The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:6-7

“The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and
of the fear of the Lord.” Isaiah 11:2

“You will keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because
he trusts in You.” Isaiah 26:3

“But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk
and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings Good
News, who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who
proclaims salvation... your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear
heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.
For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your
lips have spoken lies, your tongue has muttered perversity.” Isaiah 59:1-3

To Heal the Broken Hearted

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me. To
preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord...” Isaiah 61:1-2. It was this
very passage that the Lord proclaimed in Nazareth at the beginning of His
public ministry (Luke 4:17-21).

Who Was Isaiah?
His parents named him Yesa-Yahu, which means Yahweh saves. Isaiah was
born in the palace. Brought up in court, the grandson of King Joash and the
cousin of King Uzziah. Isaiah had wealth, rank and education. Isaiah’s wife
was a prophetess and they had at least two sons. As a young man, he had an
encounter with the Lord in the Temple and was overwhelmed with a vision of
the holiness of God. Fifty times, Isaiah describes God as “The Holy One of
Israel” This is a Name that is not used by anyone else. Isaiah answered the call,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” with “Here am I! Send me!”
Isaiah 6:8
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Geo-Strategic Prophet

Isaiah moved freely in court circles and counselled kings. Many of his
prophecies deal with political issues, especially the false security of making
alliances with Assyria and Egypt. Isaiah delivered prophecies against the
Syrians in the North, the Ammonites, Moabites, Arabs and Edomites to the
South, to the Philistines and Egyptians in the West, and the powers of Assyria
and Babylon to the East.

The Prophets

There are 17 prophetic Books in the Old Testament. Their division into the
Major Prophets and Minor Prophets is not because of their importance, but
because of the length. Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are called Major Prophets,
because of the size of their Books. The prophets to the Northern Kingdom of
Israel were: Amos, Hosea, and Ezekiel. The prophets to Nineveh were Jonah
and Nahum. The prophet to Babylon was Daniel. The prophet to Edom was
Obadiah. The prophets to Judah (the Southern Kingdom) were: Joel, Isaiah,
Micah, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.

Idolatry and Immorality

The prophets were the Evangelists of the Old Testament. All of their writings
were rebukes of the immorality and idolatry of the people. The prophets
warned of defeat, dispersion, captivity and exile for God’s people, if they
continued in their immorality and idolatry.

Evaluating the Kings

The Books of Kings tell us whether the king in question was good, or bad, in
the eyes of the Lord. For example, the 5 kings who reigned during the life
time of Isaiah were:

Uzziah, who, when he was a good king, defeated the Arabs and the Philistines,
but when he deteriorated, he was defeated by the Assyrians.

King Jotham was a good king and he defeated the Ammonites and Syrians.

Ahaz was a bad king, and was defeated by the Edomites, Philistines and
Assyrians.

Hezekiah was a good king who defeated the Philistines and the Assyrians.
However, he foolishly showed the Babylonians all his treasures, which they
later returned to loot.

Manasseh was an evil king (who even engaged in demonic human sacrifices),
and was defeated by the Assyrians.

Isaiah was the prophet who was sawn asunder under king Manasseh (as
referred to in Hebrews 11:37). Manasseh forbade Isaiah to speak, so that is
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why he placed his prophecies in writings, which has blessed countless
generations.

The Life and Times of Isaiah

While Isaiah was yet a young man (in 734BC), Assyria carried away all of
Northern Israel into exile. 13 Years later (721) the capital of Northern Israel,
Samaria, fell, and the rest of Israel was carried away. Then, a few years later,
the Assyrians came into Judah, destroyed 46 walled cities and carried away
200,000 captives. When Isaiah was an old man (701BC) the Assyrians were
stopped before the walls of Jerusalem by an Angel of the Lord. Thus Isaiah’s
whole life was spent under the shadow of the threatening Assyrian power,
and he himself witnessed the ruin of his nation at their hands, with only
Jerusalem remaining at the time of his death.

The Deliverance of Jerusalem

Through Isaiah’s prayer, by his advice to King Hezekiah, and through the
direct miraculous intervention of Almighty God, the dreaded Assyrian army
was scattered as they lay siege to the walls of Jerusalem (Isaiah 36-37).
Although King Sennacherib of Assyria lived another 20 years after this defeat,
he never again attempted to threaten Jerusalem.

Justice and Mercy

The contrast between the first part (The Old Testament) and the second half
(The New Testament) of Isaiah is startling. Part 1 (chapters 1 - 39) has more
bad news than good; the second part (chapters 40 — 66) has more good news
than bad. The first part deals with human activity whereas the second part
mostly with Divine activity. The first part deals more with sin and retribution,
whereas the second part focuses more on Salvation and Redemption. The
main word in the first part of Isaiah is: Justice, and from Isaiah 40, it is Mercy.

Confronting and Comforting

The first part of Isaiah deals with confronting and the second with comforting.
The first part is more national, dealing with the God of Israel, whereas the
second part focuses more on the Creator and Eternal Judge of the universe
and is international in scope.

Fire and Father

God is emphasized as fire in the first half and as Father in the second half.
God’s hand is upraised to strike in the first half and outstretched to save in
the second. There are many curses in the first half and more blessings in the
second. The first part deals with before the exile to Babylon whereas the
second half deals with after the Exile.
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Repent and Believe

Part 1 of Isaiah focuses on a call to Repentance and Faith. The key words are
Repent and Believe. In the light of the holiness of God and the sinfulness of
man, Messianic prophecies are given of the virgin who will give birth to a
Child who will be called Immanuel (God with us), a descendant of King
David. He will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His Government and peace, there
shall be no end.

Worship and Obey

The second part of Isaiah deals with comfort, first and glory, focusing on the
Servant of the Lord who will suffer and die for the sins of His people, but rise
and be exalted. We are to thirst for righteousness.

Jesus in Isaiah

The prophets also spoke of the coming Messiah, faultless and perfect, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief, the Sacrifice who will die, the Just for
the unjust, the Servant of God and the King of all, and His reign that will
extend from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth. Jesus is the
Child who will be called Immanuel, the Son who will be born of the virgin,
the Servant who will be wounded for our transgressions, the Judge who will
rule the nations. Church Father Augustine taught new converts to read Isaiah
before any other Book. If you want to know the Bible, then you must study
Isaiah. The Gospel of John declares that Isaiah “saw His glory and spoke of
Him.” John 12:41. Jesus taught that we should search the Scriptures for they
testify of Him. The Book of Isaiah is able to make us “wise unto Salvation.”

The Prophecies of Isaiah

Judah to be delivered from Syria and Israel (7:4-7, 16).
Syria and Israel to be destroyed by Assyria (8:4; 7:1-14).
Assyria to invade Judah (8:7-8).

Philistines to be subjugated (14:28-32).

Moab to be plundered (15,16).

Egypt and Ethiopia to be conquered by Assyria (20:4).
Arabia to be pillaged (21:13-17).

Tyre to be subdued (23:1-12).

The captivity and restoration of Tyre (23:13-18).
Edom’s perpetual desolation (34:5-17).

Jerusalem to be delivered from Assyria (36).
Hezekiahss life to be extended 15 years (38:5).
Babylonian captivity of Judah (39:5-7).

Babylon to be overthrown by Cyrus (46:11).
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Babylon to be defeated by the Medes and Elamites (13:17; 21:2; 48:14).
Babylon’s desolation (13:20-22).

Israel to be restored (17:12-13; 48:20; 51:14).

The Word of God to permeate Egypt and Assyria (19:18-25).

The Word of God to spread over the whole world (27:2-6).

Messianic Prophecies in Isaiah

The virgin birth of God with us (7:14).

The Deity, power and eternity of the Messiah (9:6-7).

The whipping, suffering, and vicarious Atonement of the Messiah, His death
with the wicked and His burial with the rich (53).

“I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring.” (44:3)

He will bring an end to all wars (2:4; 65:25).

The eternal separation of the righteous and the wicked (66:15, 22-24).

The destruction of death (25:8; 26:19).

The Prince of Peace

The Messianic prophecy: (“They shall beat their swords into plough shears and
their spears into pruning hooks.” Isaiah 2:4) is plagiarised by the United
Nations. This verse is on a block of granite outside the United Nations
Headquarters in New York, without attributing its source. However, they do
not quote the whole verse for it states: “He shall judge among the nations...”
There is no peace without the Prince of Peace!

The Bible in Miniature

Isaiah is a great introduction to the whole Bible as it summarises all of its
major themes. It explains the Old Testament and it illuminates the New
Testament. Isaiah is the Bible in miniature.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

“Here am I! Send me!”
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CHAPTER 21

JEREMIAH

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I
sanctified you; I ordained you as a prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5

The Message of Jeremiah

Backsliding leads to bondage. Repentance leads to restoration.
God will surely punish sin, in His way, and in His time.
Continual sin will harden your heart.

Religious activities can be used as a cover for sin.

Refusing God’s discipline is rebellion.

God’s patience can be exhausted by persistent sin.

If we focus on feelings and circumstances, we will grow weary.
God is faithful. Never compromise.

God is Patient. But his patience has a limit.

“O Jerusalem, wash your heart from wickedness, that you may be saved. How
long shall your evil thoughts lodge within you?” Jeremiah 4:14

Unfaithful Judah

The people of Judah have abandoned God. The Covenant is being ignored.
Idols are being worshipped. Children are being sacrificed. Judah is immoral
and idolatrous. Judah is described as an unfaithful wife, adulterous and
defiled. Unless she Repents, God will judge her harlotry. “For they are all
adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men... They have bent their tongues for
lies. They are not valiant for the truth... for they proceed from evil to evil and
they do not know Me, says the Lord.” Jeremiah 9:2-3

Empty Ritual

Jeremiah warns that the religious activities of Judah are futile because they do
not fear God and obey His Commandments (Jeremiah 2:19). “Let not the wise
man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the
rich man glory in his riches; but let him who glories glory in this, that he
understands and knows Me.” Jeremiah 9:23-24

Idolatry

“Do not learn the way of the Gentiles... for the customs of the peoples are
futile...” (Jeremiah 10:2-3). The idols are exposed as futile and powerless: “they
cannot speak; they must be carried... they cannot go by themselves. Do not be
afraid of them... a wooden idol is a worthless doctrine...” (Jeremiah 10:5-8).
People who worship idols are described as: “dull-hearted and foolish... without
knowledge...” Jeremiah 10:8,14
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Child Sacrifice
“And they have built the high places... to burn their sons and their daughters in
the fire...”Jeremiah 7:31

Foreign Threats

Jeremiah warns Judah against the danger of trusting in alliances with Egypt
and Assyria. He warns of the threat of the rising power of Babylon, which is
destined to overthrow the Assyrians, defeat Egypt and destroy Jerusalem.

False Shepherds

The religious leaders of Judah are condemned as “dull-hearted” (10:21). “For
both prophet and priest are profane; yes, in My House, I have found their
wickedness... slippery ways... darkness... folly... they cause My people Israel to
err. Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of Jerusalem; they commit
adultery and walk in lies; they also strengthen the hands of evil-doers so that no
one turns back from their wickedness. All of them are like Sodom to me, her
inhabitants like Gomorrah... profaneness has gone out into all the land... they
make you worthless; they speak a vision of their own heart, not from the mouth
of the Lord. They continually say to those who despise Me: ‘the Lord has said
you shall have peace’; and to everyone who walks according to the dictates of his
own heart, they say: ‘No evil shall come upon you’. For who has stood in the
council of the Lord, and who have perceived and heard His Word? But if they
had stood in My counsel and had caused My people to hear My Words, then
they would have turned them from their evil way and from the evil of their
doings” Jeremiah 23:11-22

“Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully, and cursed is he who
keeps back his sword from blood.” Jeremiah 48:10

The Bitter Fruit of False Prophecies

Those who had so confidently asserted that Judah was safe because they were
“God’s people”, and that Jerusalem could never be conquered because God
would protect her, were exposed as worthless false prophets. God’s Covenant
was always conditional and Lamentations records in history what God had
warned at the giving of the Law: “If you do not carefully observe all the Words
of this Law that are written in this Book, that you may fear His glorious and
awesome Name, THE LORD YOUR GOD, then the Lord will bring upon
you and your descendants extraordinary plagues - great and prolonged
plagues - and serious and prolonged sicknesses... to destroy you and bring
you to nothing; and you shall be plucked from off the land which you go to
possess. Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the
earth to the other... And among those nations you shall find no rest... Your
life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no
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assurance of life.” Deuteronomy 28:58-66

“For My people are foolish, they have not known Me. They are silly children, and
they have no understanding. They are wise to do evil, but to do good they have
no knowledge.” Jeremiah 4:22

“...they have refused to receive correction. They have made their faces harder
than rock; they have refused to return... They are foolish; for they do not know
the way of the Lord, the judgement of their God.” Jeremiah 5:3-4

“They have lied about the Lord, and said: ‘It is not He. Neither will evil come
upon us, nor shall we see sword or famine’” Jeremiah 5:12

“The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their own power; and My
people love to have it so...” Jeremiah 5:31

“...Behold, the Word of the Lord is a reproach to them; they have no delight in
it. Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord.” Jeremiah 6:10-11

“Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people - the fruit of their thoughts,
because they have not heeded My Words, nor My Law, but rejected it.”
Jeremiah 6:19

“Even the stork in the Heavens knows her appointed times; and the turtledove,
the swift, and the swallow observe the time of their coming. But My people do
not know the Judgement of the Lord.” Jeremiah 8:7

“How long will the land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither? The
beasts and birds are consumed, for the wickedness of those who dwell
there...” Jeremiah 12:4

The Deceitful Heart

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can
know it? I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give every man
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.” Jeremiah 17:9-10

Visual Illustrations

To dramatize the message entrusted to him by God, the prophet Jeremiah
often used symbolic visual illustrations. Jeremiah smashed a clay jar in front
of the leaders of Jerusalem to dramatize how Jerusalem and the Temple were
going to be smashed (19:1-15). Jeremiah remained celibate, having been
instructed by God not to marry as a sign of the loneliness that would come
upon the apostate people of Judah when they were exiled from the land (16:1-
13). Jeremiah walked with a yolk around his neck to dramatize that the stift-
necked people of Judah were going to come under foreign oppression (27:1-
13). When the Babylonians were already invading the land, Jeremiah bought
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a field. While this seemed to be a waste of money, it was a prophetic act to
indicate that the land would, 70 years later, come back under the control of
God’s people (32-33). “’Is not My Word like a fire?’ says the Lord, ‘and like a
hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” Jeremiah 23:29

The Persecuted Prophet

Jeremiah suffered for his stand as the religious and civil authorities of Judah
did not want to hear his condemnations of their immorality and idolatry.
Jeremiah was mocked, threatened, thrown into prison and thrown down a
well. He narrowly escaped death. Another faithful prophet, Uriah, was killed
(26:20-24).

A Message of Hope

Although Judah would fall and the Temple would be destroyed, Jeremiah
pointed towards a future restoration. After 70 year of exile in Babylon, a
remnant would return, rebuild the Temple and restore Jerusalem. “Now
therefore, amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord
your God; then the Lord will relent concerning the doom that He has pronounced
against you.” Jeremiah 26:13

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon
Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and
find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:11-13

A New Covenant

Jeremiah prophesied of a New Covenant, not involving slaughtered animals
and exterior laws, but involving the transformation of hearts and minds.
“Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new Covenant
with the House of Israel and with the House of Judah... I will put My Law in
their minds and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God; and they shall
be My people... and they shall all know Me... I will forgive their iniquity, and
their sin I will remember no more.” Jeremiah 31:31-34

“They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then I will give them one heart
and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and their
children after them. And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I
will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts
so that they will not depart from Me.” Jeremiah 32:38-40

Jesus in Jeremiah

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, ‘That I will raise to David a Branch
of Righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgement and
righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
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safely; now this is His Name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS (YHWH Tsidkenu).” Jeremiah 23:5-6

Babylon

Babylon was the greatest empire and its capital city the greatest city in the
world, the historian Herodotus recorded that the city consisted of 196 square
miles of the most beautiful architecture, hanging gardens, palaces and
temples. The walls were 15 miles long and 200 feet high. The towers were 300
feet high. The walls were 187 feet thick at the base. Every authority at the time
would agree that the city of Babylon was impregnable. Yet the Word of God
came that: “The broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly broken ...it shall be
desolate forever.” Jeremiah 51:58-62

Now, the Great Wall of China is not nearly as thick, nor as strong, as the walls
of Babylon were, and although it is older it still stands today. The walls of
Jerusalem still stand. But today there is no doubt that the walls of Babylon
have been destroyed.

Determined to make this the capital of his worldwide empire, Alexander the
Great decided that he would rebuild Babylon. Alexander issued 600,000
rations to his soldiers and ordered the rebuilding of the city of Babylon. Yet,
Alexander died suddenly at the age of 32 and his enterprise of rebuilding
Babylon was abandoned.

In the 4™ Century AD, Julian the Apostate, who attempted to restore paganism
to Rome, was engaged in a war with the Persians. To prevent the Persians re-
establishing the defences of Babylon, Julian ordered the remnants of the wall
of Babylon completely broken down. In this surprising way, one of Scriptures
greatest antagonists of all time became the agent to fulfilling one of the
clearest and most repeated prophecies in the Old Testament. “Because of the
wrath of the Lord it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate ...it
shall be no more inhabited forever.” Jeremiah 50:13,39

Today the ruins of Babylon are a wilderness inhabited only by scorpions and
snakes. Although the fertility of the lands around Babylon were legendary,
today it is a barren desert.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 22

LAMENTATIONS

“Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?” Lamentations 1:12
Lamentations for Jerusalem

Lamentations is structured as an acrostic poem for the first four chapters,
each verse beginning with a different letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Jeremiah
describes what he witnessed of the judgement of God upon immoral and
idolatrous Jerusalem. Deserted, destroyed, in distress, desolate, devastated,
dishonoured, despised, and destitute. Because she broke God’s Law and
refused to obey Him as Lord, she had lost her land. No Law. No Lord. No
Land.

When any friend, or family member, suffers a tragedy, or dies, it is right and
necessary to grieve. The Book of Lamentations was written by the Prophet
Jeremiah after Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians in 586BC. It records the
stunned, dazed, heart-breaking sorrow and shock that he felt at the defeat of
his nation.

Immorality, Idolatry, Injustice and Interfaith

“Her adversaries have become the master, her enemies prosper; for the Lord has
afflicted her because of the multitude of her transgressions. Her children have
gone into captivity before the enemy... all her splendour has departed...”
Lamentations 1:5-6. Pagans and parasites plunder her prosperity (1:10).

Jeremiah had given his life to warning the people of Judah of the disastrous
consequences of their idolatry and immorality, sin and rebellion. He had
done his very best to save Jerusalem. The book of Lamentations speaks to all
those who have suffered the trauma of seeing their nation occupied by enemy
forces.

Yet, Lamentations is far more than a funeral dirge. It is a statement of faith
that God controls the destinies of nations, that He judges the persistent sin
and rebellion of His people and that He is gracious and merciful - restoring
the repentant. Jeremiah’s grief was comforted by the assurance that Jerusalem
would rise again from its ruins. Which it did in the days of Nehemiah and
Ezra, 70 years later.

Lamentations means to ‘cry aloud” or mourn. It was originally appended to
Jeremiah to comprise one book. The book of Jeremiah warned of the coming
fall of Jerusalem if her people failed to repent. In Lamentations Jeremiah wept
in mourning after the fall of God’s judgement upon the unrepentant city in
586BC.
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“Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Behold and see if there is any sorrow
like my sorrow, which has been brought on me, which the Lord has inflicted in
the day of His fierce anger” (1:12).

Lamentations 1 mourns over the desolation of Jerusalem - devastated,
disgraced, distressed, dishonoured and despised. “All her friends have betrayed
her; they have become her enemies” (1:2). Many of her citizens have “gone into
exile” (1:3). “Her foes have become her masters; her enemies are at ease...” (1:5).
“The enemy laid hands on all her treasures; she saw pagan nations enter her
sanctuary...” (1:10).

Yet Jeremiah recognises that the people brought this catastrophe upon
themselves “because of her many sins” (1:5); “Jerusalem has sinned greatly and
so has become unclean” (1:8); “My sins have been bound into a yoke” (1:14);
“The Lord is righteous, for I rebelled against His commandments” (1:18).

Lamentations 2 weeps over the severe punishment with which God had
judged Judah. “The Lord has rejected His altar and abandoned His sanctuary.
He has handed over to the enemy the walls of her palaces..” (2:7). “All your
enemies open their mouths against you; they scoff and gnash their teeth and say
‘we have swallowed her up. This is the day we have waited for..” (2:16). “The
Lord has done what He planned; He has fulfilled His Word...He has let the
enemy gloat over you..” (2:17).

Lamentations 3 records Jeremiah’s faith and hope amidst the devastation of
defeat. He first describes the agony and affliction he experienced: “besieged...
with bitterness and hardship...he had walled me in...weighed me down with
chains...pierced my heart...they mock me...I have been deprived of peace.” (3:5-
17). Jeremiah then sings this song of hope and faith: “Because of the Lord’s
great love we are not consumed. For His compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness...The Lord is good to those
whose hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him” (3:22-25). “Though He brings
grief, He will show compassion, so great is His unfailing love. For He does
not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men” (3:32-33).

Therefore Jeremiah challenges his readers: “Why should any living man
complain when punished for his sins? Let us examine our ways and test
them and let us return to the Lord. Let us lift up our hearts and our hands to
God in heaven and say: ‘We have sinned and rebelled...” (3:39-42). And he
prays for God to similarly judge the wicked who had inflicted such suffering
on the people of God. “Pay back what they deserve, O Lord, for what their
hands have done” (3:64).
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Lamentations 4 recalls the just wrath of God poured upon Jerusalem: “The
Lord has given full vent to His wrath; He has poured out His fierce anger...The
kings of the earth did not believe, nor did any of the worlds people, that enemies
and foes could enter the gates of Jerusalem. But it happened because of the sins
of her prophets and the iniquities of her priests who shed within her the blood
of the righteous” (4:11-13). Yet Jeremiah could add this note of hope to his
dejected people: “Your punishment will end; He will not prolong your exile.”
(4:22).

Lamentations 5 is Jeremiah’s prayer for the Lord to restore his nation: “Our
inheritance has been turned over to aliens, our homes to foreigners” (5:2). “The
crown has fallen from our head. Woe to us, for we have sinned” (5:16) “You, O
Lord, reign forever; Your Throne endures from generation to generation...
Restore us to Yourself O Lord, that we may return; renew our days as of
old..” (5:19,21).

“The kings of the earth did not believe...that enemies and foes could enter the
gates...But it happened because of the sins of her prophets...”
Lamentations 4:12-13.

“Our inheritance has been turned over to aliens, our homes to foreigners...slaves
rule over us...” Lamentations 5:2,8

“The visions of your prophets were false and worthless; they did not expose your
sin to ward off your captivity. The oracles they gave you were false and
misleading.” Lamentations 2:14

The Hope
How then are we as Christians to respond to this catastrophic turn of events?
First of all in repentance:

“Why should any living man complain when punished for his sins? Let us

examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord. Let us lift up

our hearts and our hands to God in heaven and say: we have sinned...”
Lamentations 3:39-42

We should also be grateful that even in His wrath the Lord has remembered
mercy (Habakkuk 3:2). We deserved worse. Our situation is far better than it
could have been. “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for
His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness...The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him, to the one who
seeks Him...” Lamentations 3:22-25
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We need to use this difficult time to renew our devotional life, to rediscover
what it means to fear God alone. We need to make the most of every
opportunity to proclaim the Word of God, make disciples of all nations, work
for Reformation and pray for Revival.

“You, O Lord reign forever; Your Throne endures from generation to
generation... Restore us to Yourself, O Lord, that we may return; renew our
days as of old.” Lamentations 5:19-21

Dr Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship
P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za

Jonah in Nine'veh .
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CHAPTER 23

EZEKIEL

“So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in
the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it...”
Ezekiel 22:30

Who was Ezekiel?

Ezekiel was born into the priestly family of Zadok in 622BC. Along with
Daniel, Ezekiel was among the first Judeans to be deported into Babylonian
exile, in 597BC, when Nebuchadnezzar first captured Jerusalem. In the exile
of 593BC, to reduce the conquered people to helplessness, Nebuchadnezzar
deported 7,000 army officers and soldiers, 1,000 craftsmen and around 10,000
artisans. Ezekiel lived in the city of Tel-Abib, on the River Chebar. The name
Ezekiel means God Strengthens. The prophet Ezekiel is also referred to 83
times as “Son of man.” This is a title that our Lord used for Himself. No other
prophet is known by this title. While it depicts frailty on behalf of the prophet,
the Messianic title as used by our Lord emphasised authority.

Called and Commissioned

At the age of 30, when he would have started his priesthood, Ezekiel was
called to be a prophet. While Jeremiah was warning the people in Jerusalem,
Ezekiel was ministering amongst the exiles in Babylon, at the same time as
Daniel was serving in the courts of Babylon. Ezekiel is the only prophetic
book that is autobiographical. Only in the Book of Ezekiel does the prophet
write in the first person. Ezekiel demonstrates a fascinating and unique style
of ministry. He used symbols, parables, poems, proverbs and artistic street
theatre to dramatically present the prophecies and visons entrusted to him by
God. When Ezekiel was called and commissioned as a prophet, God told him
that he would make his forehead like flint, so that nothing would be able to
discourage him. When the people became more rebellious, intransigent and
hard-hearted, refusing to heed his warnings, Ezekiel needed to be single-
minded in his determination to be faithful to his mission.

A Vision of the Glory of God

In the 5* year of his exile, when Ezekiel was 30 years old, in 593BC, he saw a
majestic and mysterious vison of the Glory of God. Ezekiel describes the
transcendence, omnipotence, omnipresence and omniscience of our Holy
and awesome God. Surrounding the Throne of God are four living creatures:
Angels, who have the features of a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle. These
angels represent intelligence, dignity, courage, strength, sight and speed, as
reflected in His orders of Creation. They face East, West, North and South.
All parts of the universe are open to the gaze of God. He is all-knowing,
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everywhere-present and all-powerful. Ezekiel saw wheels within wheels and
supernatural brilliance in glory, so terrifying that he fell face down before this
vision of the Glory of God. Ezekiel saw a vision of the Son of God high above
the Throne, who looked like glowing metal as if full of fire. He appeared as
fire, with brilliant light surrounding Him. The voice of Almighty God was
like the roar of rushing waters and the tumult of an army. The rainbow
surrounding the Throne reminded him of God’s mercy to Noah, his family
and the animals after the Flood. The holiness and transcendence of God as
the Eternal Judge is a major theme of the Book of Ezekiel. God is sovereign,
not only over the affairs and destiny of Israel, but of all nations.

The Historic Context

More than a century before, the ten Northern tribes of Israel had ignored the
warnings of the prophets Amos and Hosea and had been judged for their
immorality and idolatry, conquered by Assyria and deported out of the land.
Israel and had been compelled to leave their land and wander North and
Westwards to establish new homes.

Rebellious Judea

Despite the disaster that had destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel and
its capital, Samaria, Judah indulged in immorality and idolatry, ignoring the
prophets Isaiah, Micah, Habakkuk and Jeremiah. The people of Judah even
degenerated to the extent of sacrificing babies to the pagan god Molech (in
the Valley of Hinnom, which our Lord Jesus used to describe Hell - Gehenna,
the Valley of Hinnom, which was used as a rubbish heap, which was
continually burning).

From Reformation to Rebellion

Although King Josiah had attempted to reform the nation according to God’s
Law, removing the high places from the land, the people’s hearts had drifted
far from God. After the death of Josiah came a series of bad kings. Jehoahaz
ruled for just three months before being taken in chains to Egypt. Then came
Jehoiakim, who was unconcerned about the spiritual state of the nation and
put his trust in the superpowers of Egypt and Babylon.

Whether they Hear or Whether they Refuse

“Moreover He said to me, ‘Son of man... eat this scroll... So I ate, and it was...
like honey in sweetness... Behold, I have made your face strong... do not be
afraid of them, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they are a rebellious
house... receive into your heart all My Words that I speak to you... and speak
to them and tell them, “Thus says the Lord God, whether they hear, or whether
they refuse’ Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard behind me a great
thunderous voice: ‘Blessed is the glory of the Lord from His place!’ I also heard
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the noise of the wings of the living creatures that touched one another, and the
noise of the wheels beside them, and a great thunderous noise...”

I Have Made You Watchmen

“The Word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, I have made you a
watchman for the house of Israel... When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall
surely die, and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from
his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. Yet, if you warn the
wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way,
he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul... Nevertheless
if you warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does
not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have
delivered your soul...” Ezekiel 3:1-21

Idolatry and Immorality

Ezekiel reminds his people why their country was suffering ruinous attacks
from the Arameans, the Moabites and the Ammonites: The people of Judah
were guilty of idolatry, immorality and ingratitude. The Judeans were
worshipping Asherah, Tummus and the Sun god, even in the Temple. Ezekiel
calls Jerusalem “The bloody city” because of its ruthless exploitation of widows,
orphans and strangers, and because of the murders that were being tolerated
in the city.

Apostasy of Jerusalem

Ezekiel 16 describes Judah as a queen who had become a prostitute. Both the
ten tribes in the North and the two tribes in the South had apostatised so far
away from God that they were now harlots. For this reason the lion’s two cubs
were going to be taken captive. This depicted king Jehoahaz who was taken in
chains to Egypt and king Jehoakim who would be deported to Babylon. The
two eagles referred to by Ezekiel represent Pharaoh in the West and
Nebuchadnezzar in the East. Judah is described as a wild vine that had
become so useless and worthless that it was only good for firewood. (In John
15:6 our Lord uses a similar parable).

Personal Responsibility

While the destruction of Jerusalem and exile to Babylon had come about
partly as a result of the cumulative guilt of generations of Israelites who had
lived in rebellion against God and His Laws, Ezekiel emphasised the individual
consequences of disobedience and transgression in chapter 18. Yes, we do
suffer famines, wars and pestilences on earth for national sins. But in eternity,
each one of us will be judged for our own sins.
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Personal Guilt

“The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the
father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon
himself and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. But if a wicked
man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps all My statues and
does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live...” Ezekiel 18:20-21

Personal Choice

Ezekiel makes it clear that each individual is responsible for their personal
state. It does no good to blame one’s ancestors. While we do suffer here on
earth the consequences of bad choices of our predecessors, on the Day of
Judgement each one of us will stand alone to give an account for what we are
personally responsible for.

What Are You Doing with Your Life?

Ezekiel emphasises that each person is responsible for their present state. It is
not what someone was that matters, but what they are now. The righteous
may fall and become wicked. The wicked may repent and become righteous.
You may not be to blame for how you were brought up, but you are to
blame if you stay that way.

Blow the Trumpet and Warn the People

““When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man
from their territory and make him their watchman, when he sees the sword
coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, then
whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the
sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be on his own head. He
heard the sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be
upon himself. But he who takes warning will save his life.” Ezekiel 33:2-5

The Watchman’s Solemn Duty

“But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and
the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person from
among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at
the watchman’s hand.” Ezekiel 33:6

Hear the Word of God

“So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore you shall hear a Word from My mouth and warn them for Me.
When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you do
not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn
the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die

in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul..."” Ezekiel 33:7-9
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Turn from Your Evil Ways

“I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O
house of Israel?” Ezekiel 33:11

Do Not Trust in Your Own Righteousness

“When I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, but he trusts in his own
righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his righteous works shall be
remembered; but because of the iniquity that he has committed, he shall die.”
Ezekiel 33:13 (It is not how to start the race, but how you finish the race that
counts).

Restitution Brings Restoration

“Again, when I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die, if he turns from his sin
and does what is lawful and right, if the wicked restores the pledge, gives
back what he has stolen, and walks in the statutes of life without committing
iniquity, he shall surely live...” Ezekiel 33:14-15 (Repentance involves a
change of mind, habits, behaviour, direction and life).

What You Sow is What You Shall Reap

“Yet the children of your people say, “The way of the Lord is not fair’ But it is
their way which is not fair! When the righteous turns from his righteousness
and commits iniquity, he shall die because of it. But when the wicked turns from
his wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live because of it. Yet
you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair. O house of Israel, I will judge every
one of you according to his own ways." Ezekiel 33:17-20

Apostasy Brings Condemnation

“And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, on
the fifth day of the month, that one who had escaped from Jerusalem came to
me and said, “The city has been captured!’... Then the Word of the Lord came to
me, saying: ‘Son of man, they who inhabit those ruins in the land of Israel are
saying, Abraham was only one, and he inherited the land. But we are many; the
land has been given to us as a possession. Therefore say to them, “Thus says the
Lord God...You lift up your eyes toward your idols, and shed blood. Should
you then possess the land? You rely on your sword, you commit abominations,
and you defile one another’s wives. Should you then possess the land?’ Say
thus to them, “Thus says the Lord God: ‘As I live, surely those who are in the
ruins shall fall by the sword, and the one who is in the open field I will give to
the beasts to be devoured, and those who are in the strongholds and caves shall
die of the pestilence. For I will make the land most desolate, her arrogant
strength shall cease, and the mountains of Israel shall be so desolate that no one
will pass through. Then they shall know that I am the Lord, when I have
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made the land most desolate because of all their abominations which they
have committed." Ezekiel 33:21-29

Do Not Merely be Hearers of The Word but Doers

“As for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking about you beside
the walls and in the doors of the houses; and they speak to one another, everyone
saying to his brother, ‘Please come and hear what the word is that comes from
the Lord.’ So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as My people, and
they hear your Words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they
show much love, but their hearts pursue their own gain. Indeed you are to
them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play well
on an instrument; for they hear your Words, but they do not do them. And
when this comes to pass - surely it will come - then they will know that a prophet
has been among them.” Ezekiel 33:30-33 (The Word of God is not for our
entertainment, but for our education and edification).

The Watchmen of Israel

The watchmen were key figures in ancient Israel. Large watchtowers were
placed overlooking the fields of agriculture and men would stand watch,
guarding the fields which contained the community’s basic food supply. The
watchmen needed to be alert to any threats, whether from thieves, or from
fire. The watchman also had to be alert for any sign of invasion. The watchmen
on the walls of a fortified town were to monitor all the approaches and at the
sign of any threat would sound the warning so that the town could shut its
gates and prepare to defend against an attack.

Vigilant and Alert

The vigilant watchmen would observe the daily life of the community. He could
see much of the activity in the streets, and in the markets. He would know the
people, their work, their habits and their lifestyles. If his tower was near the city
gates, he could also observe the business of the city conducted by its officials.

The Responsibilities of a Minister of God

God uses this role of the watchman to illustrate the responsibilities of a
minister to both critically review the conduct of society, and to deliver
messages of warning and instruction. The Word of God declares that we who
have received the Word of God must give warning to the wicked.

What is the Greatest Threat?

The danger of God’s judgement upon wickedness is a far more serious danger
than that of an invading army threatening a city. One may be able to defend a
city against a foreign invader. However, no one can escape the scrutiny of all
all-knowing, everywhere-present, all-wise God! Nor can anyone escape

judgement from an omnipresent, omnipotent Judge! Neither can anyone
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have any hope of victory in a war against Almighty God! If we make God our
enemy, then we are doomed.

A Solemn and Serious Responsibility

A prophet of God has a solemn duty to deliver a most sober and serious
message. Unless the people acknowledge their sins, repent and resolutely
obey the Word of God, they will die in their sins.

Duty is Ours - The Results are in God’s Hands

However, regardless of how individuals respond to the warning, if they hear
the message, the prophet has fulfilled his duty. Duty is ours. The results are in
God’s hands. However, if the messenger fails to deliver the warning, their
blood will be required at his hand.

Faithful to God’s Word

The Word of God is sweet like honey. We are commanded to go to those
around us and speak the Word of God to them. Even if they are hard-hearted
and unresponsive, we are responsible to faithfully deliver the Word of God,
the whole Word of God and nothing but the Word of God. We dare not
attempt to censor the Word of God.

Our Solemn Duty Before Almighty God

“I charge you, therefore, before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His Kingdom: preach the
Word, be ready, in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they
have itching ears, they will heap for themselves teachers; and they will turn
their ears away from the truth and be turned aside to fables. But you be
watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an Evangelist, fulfil
your ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:1-5

Receive and Relay God’s Redeeming Word
‘.. receive into your hearts all My Words that I speak to you, and hear with
your ears. And go, get to the captives, to the children of your people, and speak
to them and tell them, whether they hear, or whether they refuse.”

Ezekiel 3:10-11

Warn the Wicked
“I have made you a watchman... give them warning from Me ...warn the
wicked...” Ezekiel 3:17-21

The Failure of the Leaders
The prophet Ezekiel firmly fixes the blame for the coming destruction of

Jerusalem on three groups of people: The prophets, the priests and the kings.
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Ezekiel cut off his hair, leaving just a few strands to symbolise that the people
of Jerusalem would die by the sword, others would be burned and the
remainder would be scattered to the winds. Only a small remnant would
remain in the land (Ezekiel 5:1-5).

The False Shepherds

“And the Word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, prophesy against
the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, Thus says the Lord God to the
shepherds: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not
the shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the
wool; you slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. The weak you
have not strengthened, nor have you healed those who were sick, nor bound
up the broken, nor brought back what was driven away, nor sought what
was lost... So they were scattered because there was no shepherd... My flock
was scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or
searching for them. Therefore, you shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord: As I
live’, says the Lord God, ‘surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock
became food for every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did
My shepherds search for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not
feed My flock - therefore, O shepherds, hear the Word of the Lord! Thus says the
Lord God: ‘Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require My flock at
their hand... I will deliver My flock from their mouths, that they may no
longer be food for them.” Ezekiel 34:1-10

Prophetic Insights

God gave Ezekiel supernatural insight, foresight and oversight. Ezekiel and
Daniel are the best examples of apocalyptic (unveiling) language in the Old
Testament. There are more prophecies in Ezekiel and Daniel than in any other
prophets of the Old Testament. The Book of Revelation cannot be understood
without carefully studying Ezekiel and Daniel, on which Revelation is clearly
based. One phrase that appears 74 times in Ezekiel’s prophecy: “Then you
will know that I am the Lord”.

In the first section of prophecies (Chapters 4 - 24), concerning judgements
on Jerusalem, the wording is: “Then you will know that I am the Lord.”

In the second section (Chapters 25 - 32), in the prophecies against the
nations, the refrain is: “Then they will know that I am the Lord.”

In the last section of Ezekiel (Chapters 33 - 48), which deals with the
restoration of the Temple, the wording is: “Then the nations will know that I
am the Lord”
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Egypt

At the time when Egypt was the greatest nation in all the world, the king of
nations, the richest country on earth, Ezekiel prophesied: “There shall no
longer be princes from the land of Egypt” (Ezekiel 30:13). It is a fact of history
that, until a few decades ago when the monarchy was overthrown, Egypt was
always ruled by a prince, but during the 2,500 years since this prophecy was
given, the princes of Egypt were never Egyptian. Their kings and queens have
been Persians, Macedonians, Romans, Greeks, Arabs and Ottoman Turks.
Egypt has even been ruled by the English. But since the prophecy, given
through Ezekiel no Egyptian monarch has ruled over Egypt. When Egypt was
the world’s superpower, no one could have predicted that.

Tyre

Tyre was the greatest port city in the ancient world. Yet, at the height of its
power, God declared that this city would be destroyed, that its towers would
be broken down, and that its stones and timber, and even its dust, would be
laid in the midst of the water and it would become like the top of a rock, a
place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea (Ezekiel 26:4-14).

This very strange prophecy began to be fulfilled when Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon marched his army to the walls of Tyre and for 13 years besieged the
city. When finally the walls of the city crumbled before the persistence of the
Babylonians they found that many of the inhabitants had moved to an island
half a mile out into the Mediterranean. There they had built an even more
impregnable city.

For hundreds of years one might have said that the prophecy given through
Ezekiel was not completely fulfilled. Then Alexander the Great came, defeated
the Persians and demanded the surrender of the port cities of the Eastern
Mediterranean. Tyre alone refused to open its gates to him, so Alexander
then conceived the boldest and most daring plan in siege history. He ordered
a causeway built across half a mile of the Mediterranean Sea to the island of
the new Tyre. All the walls of Tyre were torn down, the timber, the stones, the
rubble and the logs and they were cast into the sea. They scraped the very
dust of the city itself into the sea to make this highway to destroy the new
island city of Tyre. In this way the prophecy in Ezekiel 26 was completely
tulfilled.

Sidon

The prophecy against Sidon (Ezekiel 28:21-23) was that the inhabitants would
be decimated, but the city would continue. History records that the city of
Sidon was attacked, betrayed by its own king, and 40,000 of its inhabitants
were killed. But the city of Sidon continues.
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The Glory Has Departed

In chapter 11, Ezekiel declares that the Glory of the Lord has departed from
the Temple because of the wickedness and ungodliness of the prophets,
priests, princes and people of Jerusalem. Ezekiel lay beside a brick depicting
Jerusalem for over a year (390 days on his left side and 40 on his right) to
represent the coming siege and suffering of Judea. He ate barley cakes, cooked
over dried dung, to dramatize the disgusting conditions that the people would
be reduced to. When his wife died, Ezekiel dressed normally and did not eat
the food of mourners, to dramatize to the people the coming destruction of
the Temple in Jerusalem.

The Valley of Dry Bones

“The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the
Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. Then
He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in
the open valley; and indeed they were very dry. And He said to me, ‘Son of man,
can these bones live?’ So I answered, ‘O Lord God, You know. Again He said to
me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the Word of
the Lord! Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Surely I will cause breath to
enter into you, and you shall live. I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon
you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you
shall know that I am the Lord. So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I
prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came
together, bone to bone. Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon
them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them. Also He
said to me, Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man... So I prophesied as
He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood
upon their feet, an exceedingly great army. Then He said to me, ‘Son of man,

2

these bones are the whole house of Israel.” Ezekiel 37:1-11

When last did God speak to you?
What did He say?

Did you obey?

When man listens, God speaks.

We Need Revival

All around we are surrounded what seems to be dead churches and we are
confronted with lifelessness and disorder. Our prayer is: “Will You not revive
us again that Your people may rejoice in You?” Psalm 85:6

When last did you experience the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon you?
What is the condition of your soul?
Is your Faith dry?
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Do you have the Bible in your home?
Do you have the Bible in your hand?
Do you have the Bible in your head?

Do you have the Bible in your heart?

“Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” Romans 10:17

Life to the Dead

Just as the dead Lazarus was raised by the power of the Word of Jesus:
“Lazarus! Come forth!” John 11:43-44. So we can see the power of the Word
of God, as it is faithfully proclaimed, bringing the spiritually dead to life.

“The Gospel is the power of God for the Salvation of everyone who believes.”
Romans 1:16

Reformation and Revival

We must know the Truth in our head. We must believe the Truth in our
heart. We must live the Truth in our hands. We need to be faithful watchmen
on the wall, proclaiming the Word of God in season and out of season,
working for Biblical Reformation and praying for spiritual Revival. The Word
of God assures us, that the whole Church will be revived and stand up, a vast
army!

“Then say to them, “Thus says the Lord God: ‘Surely I will take the children of
Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather
them from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make
them one nation in the land... They shall not defile themselves anymore with
their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions;
but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned,
and will cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God...
they shall also walk in My judgements and observe My statutes, and do them...”

Ezekiel 37:21-24

Jesus in Ezekiel

As Ezekiel condemns the prophets, priests and princes of Judah for their
idolatry, immorality, ingratitude and injustice, he points to God, the True
Shepherd, who will come to search for His sheep and seek them out as a
Good Shepherd. As Jerusalem had become a bloody and immoral city of
idolatry and injustice, God will build a New Jerusalem. As the Temple had
been desecrated with idolatry and inter-faith worship, the Messiah Himself
will become the Temple from which rivers of living waters will flow out,
bringing healing and blessings to the nations (Ezekiel 47:8-12).
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Living Waters

Asthe Book of Ezekiel begins with doom and gloom because of the wickedness
of God’s people, it ends with a glorious vision of hope as God Himself
intervenes and establishes His Kingdom on earth to bless the nations. All of
this is being fulfilled through our Lord Jesus Christ who is the Temple from
whom Rivers of Living Water flow to bring healing to the nations (John 7:37-
39). Jesus said: “If anyone is thirsty, he should come unto Me and drink and
out of his innermost being will flow rivers of living waters.” John 7:37

Paradise Regained

The Book of Genesis begins with paradise lost, because of the disobedience of
Adam and Eve. The prophet Ezekiel looks forward to the time when paradise
will be restored, because of the obedience of the Second Adam. Jesus comes
to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found.

A New Covenant

“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone
out... and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgements and do them.
Then you... shall be My people, and I will be your God. I will deliver you
from all your uncleanness. I will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring
no famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the
increase of your fields, so that you need never again bear the reproach of
famine among the nations.”

Ezekiel 36:25-30

Dr Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

The Valley of Dry Bones
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CHAPTER 24

DANIEL

“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and
those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.”
Daniel 12:3

Who was Daniel?

As a young man of 16 years, Daniel was exiled from Jerusalem, in 605BC,
when Babylon conquered Jerusalem. Daniel and his three friends were
selected for special training and service in the court of king Nebuchadnezzar,
because they were “good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge
and quick to understand, who had ability to serve...” Daniel 1:4. Although in
exile, in a foreign land, Daniel rose to the highest levels of leadership under
three kings, yet without compromising his Faith. Daniel means: “God is my
Judge.”

One of the Greatest Prophets

Daniel was a contemporary of the prophets Ezekiel, Habakkuk, Jeremiah, and
Zephaniah. Ezekiel described Daniel as one of the most righteous and wise
examples of integrity, along with Noah and Job (Ezekiel 14:14). Our Lord
Jesus quotes from the prophet Daniel in Matthew’s Gospel.

Historic Background

The Book begins in 605BC when Babylon conquered Jerusalem and exiled
Daniel and other nobles from Jerusalem to Babylon. It continues to the
demise of the Babylonian Empire in 539BC when the Medo-Persian Empire
conquered Babylon (5:30-31), and goes on to the rule of the Persian king
Cyrus, who gave permission for the exiles to return and rebuild the Temple in
Jerusalem (10:1). Nebuchadnezzar ruled Babylon for 45 of its 70 years of
existence. Babylon ruled the most powerful empire that had existed up to that
time. Daniel lived through the whole 70 years of Babylon’s existence, seeing
its rise and fall. Daniel bridges the entire 70 years of the Babylonian captivity
(605-536BC); (Daniel 1:1-9; 1-3). Daniel is referred to by the Book of Hebrews
as one of “..the prophets; who through faith... stopped the mouths of lions”
Hebrews 11:32-33.

Daniel and Joseph

There are remarkable similarities between the careers of Joseph and Daniel.
Both were exiled from their home country in their youth and taken captive to
foreign lands. Yet, because of their integrity, they rose to serve in the king’s
court. Both were unjustly accused and harshly treated. Yet God used their
hardships, and their wisdom in interpreting dreams, to have them promoted
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to rule in pagan courts, without compromising their principles.

Daniel and Moses
Like Moses, Daniel was both a statesman and a prophet. Given telescopic
vision, Daniel was permitted to see far further than most other prophets.

Courage in Conflict
The Book of Daniel includes six moral conflicts which confronted Daniel
and his companions:

1. Pagan self-indulgence, gluttony and idolatry were confronted by
courageous conscientious abstinence from alcohol and food offered to
idols. The fruit and vegetables of Daniel proved superior to the royal
meat and wine, so that Daniel and his friends proved healthier than
those who ate the royal food (1).

2. Heathen mysticism and magic were confounded by the wisdom God
provided Daniel in interpreting the kings’ dream (2:1-47).

3. The heathen idolatry of state religion was confronted by courageous
determination to worship God alone (3:1-30).

4. 'The pride of the pagan king was confronted by the sovereignty of
Almighty God (4:4-37).

5. Blasphemous sacrilege and drunken revelry was confronted by the
hand of God writing on the wall (5:1-30).

6. Malicious back-biting and conspiracy to condemn Daniel to the
Lion’s Den was defeated by the protection of God over Daniel in the
Lion’s Den (6:1-28).

The Four Great Empires

Nine of the twelve chapters of Daniel relate prophetic revelation through
dreams or visions. This includes the domination of Babylon (605-539BC),
Medo-Persia (539-331BC); Greece (331-146BC); and Rome (146BC-
ADA476).

Detailed Prophecies of the Future

There are more prophecies in the Book of Daniel than in any other Book in
the Old Testament. The Book of Daniel contains 166 prophecies. It is
calculated that the Bible as a whole contains 2,000 prophecies which predict
735 future events, of which 593 (i.e. 81%) have already been fulfilled. Daniel
is the most quoted in Revelation.

The Dream
In chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar has a most disturbing dream and requires his
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wise men to tell him the meaning of the dream, or lose their lives. However,
he had forgotten the dream himself, so he required them to describe his
dream to him as well! As he condemned all his wise men to death for their
inability to do so, Daniel was provided with the answer by God.

The Giant Monster

The dream was of a giant with head of gold, the chest of silver, the stomach of
bronze, the legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay. A stone struck the statue
and it crumbled to dust. The wind blew the dust away and then the stone grew
to become a mountain that filled the whole world. This, Daniel explained,
referred to the great empires of the world. The head of gold was Babylon.
After Babylon would arise another kingdom, like silver, then another of
bronze, then a fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, shattering everything.
Then will follow a divided kingdom.

The Kingdom of God

“And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a Kingdom
which shall never be destroyed; and the Kingdom shall not be left to another
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever.” Daniel 2:44

State Idolatry Rejected

Perhaps inspired by this dream, Nebuchadnezzar ordered a gigantic gold
covered statue, 90 feet high, to be erected on the plain of Dura. All people
were ordered to bow down and worship this statue. When the music played
all people bowed down, except Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. When the
king, in a rage and fury, commanded the three young men to bow, they
responded: “..our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be
known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the
gold image which you have set up.” Daniel 3:17-18. They refused to budge.
They refused to bend. They refused to burn.

Delivered From the Fiery Furnace

Despite the fiery furnace being so intense that even the soldiers who cast
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego into the fiery furnace were incinerated, it
became clear that the three men were unharmed in the midst of the furnace!
Nebuchadnezzar was shocked when he saw a fourth man, “like the Son of
God” walking in the midst of the fire with them. He called them out and was
astounded to see they were unharmed by the flames: .. ’Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent His Angel and delivered His
servants who trusted in Him... there is no other God who can deliver like
this!”” Daniel 3:28-29 This incident occurred the same year 586BC that
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Babylon burned Jerusalem. The city of Jerusalem had been burned but God
was not burned. He had judged idolatry in Jerusalem but had protected His
faithful servants who resisted idolatry in Babylon.

The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

To please the beautiful princess that he had married from the mountains of
Persia, Nebuchadnezzar built a huge mountain of brick and covered it with
trees, shrubs and plants, the famous hanging gardens of Babylon. On top he
placed a private zoo of wild animals. All of this, he did to please his wife who
was unused to the flat plains of Babylon.

Pride Comes Before a Fall

One day when he was on the roof of this magnificent palace, his pride
overwhelmed him and his boasting led God to send him a dream which
Daniel interpreted as a warning, that unless he humbled himself before
Almighty God, he would lose his mind and live like one of the beasts of the
field. Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation afflicted him for seven years before he
came to his senses, and he said: “I... lifted my eyes to Heaven, and my
understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and
honoured Him who lives forever; for His dominion is an everlasting dominion
and His Kingdom is from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of
the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army
of Heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. And no one can restrain
His hand... now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honour the King of
Heaven, all of His works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in
pride, He is able to put down.” Daniel 4:34-37

The Writing on the Wall

Belshazzar, the son of Nabonidus (the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar), was
hosting an extravagant feast for a thousand guests. As he blasphemously used
some of the holy vessels which had been stolen from the Temple of Jerusalem,
the Finger of God wrote these words on a wall: “Mene, Mene, tekel, parsin.” In
terror, they called for Daniel to interpret: Number, number, weight, divisions.
You are weighed in the balances and you are found wanting. “Your kingdom
has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” That night, Belshazzar,
king of the Chaldeans, was slain as Darius the Mede seized the capital through
a surprise attack.

An Excellent Spirit

Darius the Mede set three governors over his 120 satraps. One of the three
governors was Daniel. “Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the
governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave
thought to setting him over the whole realm. So the governors and satraps
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sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they
could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error
or fault found in him.” Daniel 6:3-4

The Lions’ Den

So those who sought to bring down Daniel persuaded king Darius to issue an
edict by which the people were to abstain from worshipping any other god,
except the king, for 30 days. When Daniel knew of this edict, he continued in
his practice of praying towards Jerusalem, on his knees, before an open
window. So the conspirators pressured the king to enforce his edict by having
Daniel thrown into the den of lions.

The Lions Obey God

As a law of the Medes and Persians could not be altered, Daniel was cast into
the Lions Den. However by the morning, Daniel could report: “My God sent
His Angel and shut the lions mouths, so that they could not hurt me, because I
was found innocent before Him; and also, O King, I have done no wrong before
you.” Daniel 6:22. Those who had accused Daniel were thrown into the Lions
Den. “..and the lions overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces
before they even came to the bottom of the den.” Daniel 6:24

Fear God Alone

“Then king Darius wrote: “To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in
all the earth: ... I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men
must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is the living God,
and steadfast forever; His Kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed,
and His dominion shall endure to the end. He delivers and rescues, and He
works signs and wonders in Heaven and on earth, who has delivered Daniel
from the power of the lions.” Daniel 6:25-27

God’s Power is Revealed in His Acts of Judgement
1. Jerusalem is judged for its immorality and idolatry (1:2).

The heathen diet of food offered to idols and alcohol is rejected (1:8-16).
Worldly wisdom is exposed as worthless (2:1-47).

Idolatrous state religion defeated (3:1-30).

Arrogant king humbled (4:1-37).

Carnal sacrilege condemned (5:1-31).

Pagan persecutors punished (6:1-27).
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Human kingdoms destroyed.
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God’s Power is Seen in His Revelations
1. Power over the past.
2. Power over the present.
3. Power over the future.
4. Power over eternity.

Never Compromise Your Faith
Compromise can be co-operation with the devil. Compromise makes you
powerless. Dare to be different. Dare to be a Daniel! “You shall not follow a
crowd to do evil...” Exodus 23:2

God is All-Powerful
1. Power over life and death (Daniel 5:23).
2. Power over nations and rulers (Daniel 2:47; 4:17,32).
3. Power over angels and people (Daniel 4:34; 7:14).

What a Saviour!
1. Delivered from execution (Daniel 2).
2. Saved out of a blazing furnace (Daniel 3).
3. Protected in the pit of lions (Daniel 6).

God saves us from Judgement.

God is with us in the worst of circumstances.

God knows the future better than we know our past.
God protects us from the power of evil.

Praise Him! Serve Him! Trust Him!

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 25

HOSEA
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...” Hosea 4:6

The Book of Hosea is about God’s steadfast love for His people in spite of
their continued unfaithfulness, vividly depicted by Hosea’s marital experience.
The Holiness of God, the depravity of man, the seriousness of sin, the
inevitability of judgement and the amazing grace of God are strikingly
portrayed throughout the Book of Hosea.

The Prodigal Wife

Hosea married Gomer only to discover that she was unfaithful. Although
separation followed, Hoseas love for Gomer, like God’s love for His own
people, persisted, and reconciliation for the prodigal wife was eventually
accomplished. Hoseas’ life and ministry dramatically portrays God’s steadfast
love for His Covenant people. In spite of Israel’s idolatry and immorality, the
Lord seeks to restore His unfaithful bride. The story of Gomer, the wife of
Hosea, can be summed up in three words, sin, punishment and restoration.

Who was Hosea?

Hosea is the first of the twelve minor prophets. Hosea, like his contemporary
prophet Amos, prophesied to the Northern kingdom of Israel at the same
time Isaiah and Micah were ministering to the Southern kingdom of Judah.
When Hosea began his ministry (2 Kings 14:23-17:41), it was during the
reign of King Jeroboam II (782-753), when material prosperity and spiritual
bankruptcy characterised Israel. His ministry followed that of Amos in the
North. 2 Chronicles 26-32 record the historical background of Hosea’s
ministry.

Idolatry and Harlotry

The Old Testament frequently uses prostitution as an image of the sin of
idolatry. Idolatry is like marital unfaithfulness against the Lord. Harlotry (in
Hebrew Zanah) refers to illicit sexual relationships. The Northern kingdom
of Israel is also frequently called Ephraim after its largest tribe.

Historic Context of Hosea

In the 8" century, while Amos and Hosea were ministering in Israel, the great
empires of Carthage and Rome were being established. The Olympic Games
were beginning in Greece. In the East the Chinese and Indian civilisations
were emerging. Israel was strategically placed at the crossroads of Africa, Asia
and Europe. God’s people had both privileges and responsibilities.
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The Downward Slide

The history of Israel in 1 & 2 Kings reveals that the average length of the
reigns of the Northern kings was 3 years. Many of these kings were assassinated
and there were numerous coups. During the early years of Hosea’s ministry
the Northern kings of Israel enjoyed a period of peace and prosperity. This
was largely because Assyria, the superpower of the day, had been deeply
affected by the prophet Jonah's ministry to its capital Nineveh. Their
repentance postponed the threat to Israel for over a generation. However,
during this time of great prosperity and peace, greed and materialism fuelled
bribery, corruption, scandals and injustice. Drunkenness and immorality
rotted the society and the people of Israel became bored with the dry rituals
being performed mechanically by the priests. There was a resurgence of
interest in New Age cults and Eastern religions, so that God’s people, who
were meant to be a royal priesthood and a holy nation, became just like
everybody else. Immorality and idolatry flourished amongst the inter-faith
worship and degenerate music.

Warning Signs

God would have been justified in divorcing His apostate people out of hand.
However, God hates divorce and He sent prophets to warn them and seek to
win them back to Himself again. As Israel persisted in her rebellion, God sent
natural disasters, crop failures, droughts, diseases, famines, plagues, storms,
earthquakes and wildfires to wake Israel up to its self-destructive and suicidal
path. Enemy tribes raided their livestock and life and property became
insecure. The economy collapsed.

Catastrophe

Yet none of this seemed to bring the people of Israel to their senses. Eventually
God allowed them to be invaded. The Northern kingdom of Israel was
subjugated and the people exiled from the land. Amos and Hosea were the
last-chance prophets sent to warn Israel of the dreadful consequences of their
disastrous disobedience. Hosea was God’s last prophet to the Northern Ten
Tribes of Israel before their exile.

Love is Loyal

Love is not true love unless it is loyal, exclusive and faithful. The English word
betrothed seeks to encapsulate the Hebrew word used in Hosea to describe
Covenant Faithful Love. God rescued the children of Israel from slavery in
Egypt. He provided for them, protected them and blessed them. In response,
Israel was required to joyfully respond to God’s commands, delighting in His
Law and worshipping God in grateful devotion.
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The School of Suffering

God prepared Hosea for his extraordinary ministry, as he went through the
trauma of a marriage to an unfaithful woman. Jeremiah was instructed to
never marry so that he could learn how God grieved being rejected by Israel.
Ezekiel was instructed that when his wife died, he was not to weep for her,
just as God would not weep for the judgement that was to come upon Judah.

Disciplined, Deprived, Disowned

Hosea and Gomer had 3 children, at least one of which was not Hosea’s. Their
first child born, Jezreel (God sows it), was a rebellious, unruly child who
needed discipline. The second child, a girl, Lo-Ruhamah (Not pitied), was a
deprived child, who did not receive love from her mother. The third child was
a boy, Lo-Ammi (Not My People). Hosea was not the father and this boy was
disowned. Disciplined, deprived, and disowned. These children’s names
summarised how God was dealing with the people of Israel.

Rebuked, Redeemed, Restored

Hosea’s wife was rebuked, redeemed and restored. Hosea was faithful to his
wife, even when she was faithless to him. He was firm with her, bringing her
back home, but not sharing the bed with her, representing the period of
discipline in the Exile, that God was going to put the Israelites through. Hosea
was feared, as Gomer learned what it meant to respect and tremble before
him with a healthy fear. So too God is faithful, firm and to be feared.

Seven Deadly Sins of Israel

1. Ignorance - “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” The people
chose to remain ignorant. They did not want to know about God.

2. Ingratitude - Despite all God’s gracious provisions they remained
unthankful.

3. Immorality - Pursuing fertility cults, consorting with prostitutes and
indulging in drunken orgies, Israel chose to copy the immorality of the
surrounding nations.

4. Idolatry - The fertility cults, materialism and idols of the Canaanites
were integrated into the daily life and worship of the people of Israel.

5. Infidelity - The people had become unfaithful in their marriages, as well
as unfaithful to their Covenant God.

6. Independence - “Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft” and the people had
chosen their own leaders and rejected the line of David, which God had
set over them.

7. Intrigue - Gossip, alliances with pagan nations and disloyalty towards
one another characterised daily life.
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Half-Baked and Half-Hearted

In Chapter 7, Hosea uses a variety of images to describe the character of
Israel. Their evil passions were like a heated oven. They were like an upturned
cake getting burned on one side, inedible. Ruined and rotten. Their half-
heartedness made them useless. Israel flutters like a dove trapped in a net,
turning to Egypt one moment and to Assyria the next, but never to God.
Israel keeps faith with no one.

The Guilty Parties
Hosea identifies four groups of people responsible for the apostasy of Israel:

1. 'The prophets - False prophets who tickled peoples ears with what they
were itching to hear were plentiful.

2. The priests - who should have been reminding the people of the Law of God
had abdicated their responsibilities and were as degenerate as the pagans.

3. The princes - were corrupt and irresponsible.

4. The profiteers — were making serious money out of exploiting the poor,
manipulating the markets, charging interest and corrupting society.

Barrenness, Bloodshed, Banishment

God warns that the consequences of disobedience and rebellion would be
barrenness, bloodshed and banishment. There would be many miscarriages
and much infertility. Their numbers would decline. Foreigners would be
allowed to attack and kill many of them and they would be banished and
exiled from the land.

A Time of Turmoil

Disaster and judgement seemed remote when Hosea began his 50 year
prophetic ministry. But by 732 Damascus had fallen to the Assyrians and by
722, Samaria, the capital of Israel, fell and the people were exiled from the
land. Hosea was the son of Beeri (1:1). Hosea prophesied during the reigns of
kings Uzziah (790-739 B.C.), Jotham (750-731 B.C.), Ahaz (735-715 B.C.)
and Hezekiah (715-686 B.C.) in Judah, and Jeroboam II (793-753 B.C.) in
Israel. His long career spanned the last six kings of Israel from Zechariah
(753-752 B.C.) to Hoshea (732-722 B.C.). The overthrow of Zechariah (the
last king of the dynasty of Jehu), in 752 B.C. is depicted as yet future (1:4).

Peace, Prosperity and Corruption

Under King Jeroboam II, Israel was enjoying political peace and material
prosperity, but moral corruption and spiritual bankruptcy was undermining
the kingdom. After Jeroboam II's death in 753 B.C., anarchy prevailed and
Israel declined rapidly. Four of Israel’s next six kings were assassinated by
their successors. 20 Years after the death of Jeroboam II, Assyria conquered

Israel.
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Idolatry and Immorality

Hosea focused on the idolatry and immorality of Israel and her breech of
Covenantal relationship with the Lord, describing it as adultery and harlotry.
Judgement was imminent. Although circumstances were somewhat better in
the Southern kingdom of Judah at this time, Uzziah had been struck with
leprosy for taking upon himself the functions of a priest (2 Chronicles 26:15-
21). Jotham condoned idolatrous practices and opened the way for Ahaz to
encourage Baal worship (2 Chronicles 27:1-28, 4).

Weakness and Wickedness

A Revival under Hezekiah saved Judah from a similar fate to that of her
apostate Northern neighbour, Israel. Weak and wicked kings on both sides of
the border repeatedly sought alliances with their heathen neighbours (2
Kings 15:19; 16:7 & Hosea 7:11), rather than seeking the Lord.

Broken Home - Broken Heart

Hosea was instructed by God to marry Gomer and his traumatic experience
of her unfaithfulness was used to dramatize the unfaithfulness of Israel to the
Lord. The marital heartbreak of Hosea over his disloyal wife, Gomer, provides
the rich metaphor which clarifies the themes of the Book: Sin, Judgement
and God’s Merciful Restoring Love.

Did God Actually Instruct Hosea to Marry a Prostitute?

It is probable that Gomer was chaste at the time of her marriage to Hosea. The
words: “Take yourself a wife of harlotry” (1:2), can be understood prophetically,
looking to what she became in the future. Gomer probably degenerated into
immoral behaviour after the wedding. Just as God rescued Israel out of Egypt,
and she later backslid and apostatised from the Lord, so Hosea experienced
the heartbreak of his wife’s violation of the marriage covenant. .. For she is not
My wife, nor am I her Husband! Let her put away her harlotries...” Hosea 2:2

Love in Spite of Rejection

Gomer is symbolic of ungrateful and faithless Israel who, after being rescued
from slavery in Egypt, turned their back on God and ran after the idols and
lusts of the world. God commands Hosea: “Go again, love... just like the love
of the Lord for the children of Israel, who took to other gods and loved the raisin
cakes of the pagans...” Hosea 3:1.

Inter-faith Syncretism

Israel was mixing their worship of the Lord with the idolatry of the surrounding
peoples. This religious syncretism demanded God’s judgement. Using the
analogies of marital and parental love, Hosea describes how the people of
Israel had become polluted by the fertility cults of the Canaanites. Baal worship

included pornographic Ashera poles and idols, immorality, drunken orgies,
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prostitution and child sacrifice. “’I will punish her for the days of the Baals to
which she burned incense. She decked herself with her earrings and jewellery,
and went after her lovers; but Me she forgot,’ says the Lord.” Hosea 2:13

Hardened Hearts

Through corruption, greed, lust and perversion, their hearts had hardened.
They were neglecting to instruct their children in the true Faith and were now
tolerating, and even sponsoring and promoting, synchronistic religion with
all its idolatry and immorality. “They are deeply corrupted... He will remember
their iniquity; He will punish their sins.” Hosea 9:9

The Love of God

The Book of Hosea is not about Hosea. It is about God and His relationship
to His Covenant people. The uniqueness, holiness and sovereignty of
Almighty God is emphasised. The fear of God, adoration, worship and
wholehearted love of Him is the only proper response. “Love so amazing, so
Divine demands my life, my soul, my all!”

Prostituted People

God tolerates no rivals. God hates idolatry. Idolatry is described as harlotry.
When God’s people commit idolatry, they behave like prostitutes and they
deserve to be divorced, rejected and punished. The prophet Hosea calls
backslidden Israel to return to the Lord and re-establish the intimate
relationship she had early experienced with Him in the wilderness, after
having been delivered from slavery in Egypt. God’s people are called to
wholehearted intimacy, loyalty and obedience of the Lord in the same way
that a wife should be devoted to her husband.

Head and Heart

The Book of Hosea teaches that true knowledge of God is not merely doctrinal
accuracy and understanding of correct information. To know the Lord is to
have a personal relationship of faithful intimacy evidenced in worship,
lifestyle and loyalty to the Covenant of God and the Word of God. “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, 1
also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the
Law of your God, I also will forget your children.” Hosea 4:6

The Deceitfulness of Sin

Sin can delude people into thinking that they know and understand God,
when they are, in fact, far from Him. “Israel will cry to Me, ‘my God, we know
You!’ Israel has rejected the good... they set up kings but not by Me, they made
princes, but I did not acknowledge them... they made idols for themselves... My
anger is aroused against them - how long will they attain to innocence? ...they

sow the wind and reap the whirlwind... I had written for them the great things
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of My Law, but they were considered a strange thing... but the Lord does not
accept them. Know He will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. They
shall return to Egypt. For Israel has forgotten his Maker...” Hosea 8:2-14

Syncretism Condemned

The prophet Hosea repeatedly condemns the mixture of true and false
religion. The attempt by Israel to wed the worship of the Covenant God to
Canaanite immorality and idolatry is as abominable as being married to a
prostitute. Sin corrupts character. “Hear the Word of the Lord, you children of
Israel, for the Lord brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land; there is
no truth and mercy and knowledge of God in the land. By swearing and lying,
killing and stealing and committing adultery, they break all restraint with
bloodshed upon bloodshed.” Hosea 4:1-2

Like People Like Priest

“And it shall be: like people, like priest. So I will punish them for their ways, and
reward them for their deeds. For they shall eat, but not have enough; they shall
commit harlotry, but not increase; because they have ceased obeying the Lord.”
Hosea 4:9-10. People without understand will come to ruin (4:14).

Everything Has Consequences

“They do not direct their deeds toward turning to their God, for the spirit of
harlotry is in their midst, and they do not know the Lord. The pride of Israel
testifies to his face; therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; Judah
also stumbles with them.” Hosea 5:4-5

Pagan Children

“.. They shall go to seek the Lord, but they will not find Him; He has withdrawn
Himself from them. They have dealt treacherously with the Lord, for they have
begotten pagan children. Now a New Moon shall devour them and their
heritage” Hosea 5:6-7

Treachery and Lewdness

The religious rituals of Israel are condemned: “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice,
and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. ‘But like men they transgressed
the Covenant; there they dealt treacherously with Me. Gilead is a city of evildoers
and defiled with blood. As bands of robbers lie in wait for a man, so the company
of priests murder... surely they commit lewdness. I have seen a horrible thing in the
house of Israel: There is the harlotry of Ephraim; Israel is defiled” Hosea 6:6-10.
“When I would have healed Israel, then the iniquity of Ephraim was uncovered,
and the wickedness of Samaria. For they have committed fraud; a thief comes in; a
band of robbers takes spoil outside. They do not consider in their hearts that I
remember all their wickedness; now their own deeds have surrounded them; they

are before My face... They are all adulterers...” Hosea 7:1-4
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God is a Lion

God is described in Hosea as a Lion: “For I will be like a Lion to Ephraim, and
like a young lion to the house of Judah. I, even I, will tear them and go away; I
will take them away, and no one shall rescue” Hosea 5:14. Powerful and
terrifying to the wicked, God will bring swift judgement to those who despise
His Law and break His Covenant. “They shall walk after the Lord. He will roar
like a lion. When He roars, then His sons shall come trembling from the West.”
Hosea 11:10

As Stealthy as a Leopard

“So I will be to them like a Lion; like a Leopard by the road I will lurk; I will
meet them like a Bear deprived of her cubs; I will tear open their rib cage, and
there I will devour them like a Lion. The wild beast shall tear them.” Hosea
13:7-8. As silent, stealthy and deadly as a leopard. As powerful as a bear, the
largestland carnivore. God describes His anger at the insensitivity, immorality
and unfaithfulness of His people on whom He had lavished so much kindness,
grace, mercy, protection, provision and blessing.

False Hopes Condemned

The unfaithfulness of Israel is exposed. They are trusting in their burnt
offerings. They are trusting in kings of their own choosing. They are trusting
in foreign alliances. They are trusting in man-made idols. Therefore their
treasures will be taken away to Assyria and Egypt. They will become barren
and bereaved of children. Their idols shall be carried away and their fortresses
shall be destroyed. They have forfeited the love of God and will experience
His wrath.

Consequences

In spite of the faithfulness of the Lord, Israel has become unfaithful. In spite
of God’s Revelations, Israel is worshipping idols. In spite of Israel being led
free from captivity in Egypt, they have chosen to go back to copying the
idolatrous ways of Egypt. Because of the severity of their crimes against
Almighty God, their punishment will be swift, terrible and relentless.

Christ in Hosea

Hosea pictures the relationship between a faithful husband (God) and an
unfaithful wife (Israel). Christ permeates the Book of Hosea as the Redeemer
of His people. “Yet I am the Lord your God ever since the land of Egypt, and
you shall know no God but Me; for there is no Saviour besides Me.” Hosea
13:4

Return to the Lord
“O Israel, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your

iniquity... return to the Lord. Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity; receive us
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graciously, for we will offer the sacrifices of our lips. Assyria shall not save us, we
will not ride on horses, nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, ‘you
are our gods’. For in You the fatherless find mercy’” Hosea 14:1-3

A Door of Hope

“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, will bring her into the wilderness, and speak
comfort to her. I will give her her vineyards from there, and the Valley of Achor
as a door of hope; she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, as in the day
when she came up from the land of Egypt. And it shall be, in that day, says the
Lord, that you will call Me ‘My Husband’ ... T will betroth you to Me forever; yes,
I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in lovingkindness and
mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and you shall know the Lord...
Then I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!” and they
shall say, ‘You are my God!” Hosea 2:14-23

Healing the Backsliding

The Book of Hosea ends with Words of Hope and Love: “I will heal their
backsliding, I will love them freely... They shall be revived... Who is wise?
Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let him know them. For the
ways of the Lord are right; the righteous walk in them, But transgressors
stumble in them.” Hosea 14:4-9. Hosea looks forward to the day when sin is
forsaken, when backsliding is healed and when love triumphs.

Sin is Intolerable: God is Holy
Sin shall be punished: God is just.
The Repentant shall be restored: God is love.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa

Email: mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 26

JOEL

“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the Name of the Lord shall
be saved.’ Joel 2:32

Who was Joel?

Joel, the son of Pethuel, prophesied to the Southern Kingdom of Judah in the
9™ century B.C, while Hosea was prophesying to the Northern Kingdom of
Israel. As a young man Joel would have been exposed to the ministries of
Elijah and Elisha. Joel is one of the earliest of the written prophets. Joel means
“Jehovah is my God.” Joel focuses on the Holiness and Judgement of God.

The Historic Context

The books of 1 and 2 Kings provide the historic background for the ministry
of Joel. While Joel refers to priests, there is no reference to a king. Between
841 to 835 B.C. Queen Athalaih ruled Judah. Athalaih had been the Queen
Mother and when her son died she seized the throne and murdered all of her
grandsons, except for Joash, who was hidden in the Temple, by the High
Priest, to preserve the line of David. Athalaih was the daughter of the
notorious Jezebel, the enemy of the prophet Elijah. Jezebel had wrought
havoc in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. After Joel’s prophecy calling for
national repentance had been delivered, the people gained the courage to
depose Athalaih and place 7-year-old Joash on the throne.

A Plague of Locusts

The prophecy of Joel begins with a natural disaster. A plague of locusts had
devastated the country. Swarms of locusts of up to 600 million insects have
been recorded, eating up to 80,000 tonnes of food a day, travelling at a speed
of 16 kilometres a day and laying 5,000 eggs per square foot. In North Africa,
where such swarms are common, they can blot out the sun and make midday
seem like midnight. They can not only strip trees of their leaves but of their
bark as well. “What the chewing locusts left, the swarming locusts have eaten;
what the swarming locusts left the crawling locust has eaten; what the crawling
locust left, the consuming locust has eaten.” Joel 1:4. In Exodus 10 the 8" plague
(of locusts) was sent by God on Egypt. In Deuteronomy 28 the Lord warned
that one of the curses of disobedience would be plagues of locusts.

When Disaster Strikes

When the Lord was questioned about the man-made disaster of Pontius
Pilate sending in his soldiers to kill zealots in the Temple, He responded: “Do
you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners... I tell you, No; but unless
you repent you will all likewise perish.” Luke 13:2. The Lord then referred to
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the fallen tower in Siloam in which 18 people died. He said: “Unless you
repent you will all likewise perish.” Luke 13:5

National Repentance

Every earthquake, hurricane, drought and flood is a reminder to us of the
frailty of life and of our need to be right with God. It was in the context of
natural and man-made disasters that the Lord declared: “When I shut up
heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send
pestilence among My people, if My people who are called by My Name will
humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sins and heal their
land.” 2 Chronicles 7:13-14

Ruined Harvest

The nation of Judah faced drought, bushfires and starvation. The economy
came to a standstill. Joel's prophecy was given at the time of harvest, The Feast
of Tabernacles. At the very time when they should have been celebrating the
harvest of their crops, they were mourning the devastation of the plague of
locusts. “Awake, you drunkards and weep; and wail, all you drinkers of wine,
because of the new wine that has been cut off from your mouth.” Joel 1:5 “The
field is wasted, the land mourns; for the grain is ruined, the new wine is dried
up, the oil fails.” Joel 1:10. Joel describes present desolation and future danger.

Call a Sacred Assembly

Joel calls the nation to repentance: “Consecrate a fast, call a sacred assembly;
gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the House of the
Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord.” Joel 1:14. Joel makes clear that
Salvation is not automatic as if a nation as a whole can be saved by being
Hebrew. God calls people to be saved through faithful messengers and people,
in turn, must call on God, turn to God and turn from sin.

Blow the Trumpet

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in My Holy Mountain! Let
all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the Day of the Lord is coming, for
it is at hand.” Joel 2:1. But the people failed to repent after the plague of
locusts and so, in chapter 2, Joel warns of another plague of a huge invading
force that will march into the land and destroy everything.

Babylonian Invasion Prophesied

In arresting, vivid, descriptive and picturesque words Joel described calamity
and catastrophe which will bring devastation and desolation to the land. In
the past, the people of Israel had been invaded by Phoenicians, Philistines,
Edomites, Sidonians and Egyptians. Now Joel is warning of an ominous

future threat, as he describes the Babylonian army that would wage scorched
178



Old Testament Survey Joel

earth, not only killing the people, and the livestock, but destroying even the
vegetation. “A fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns; the
land is like the Garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate
wilderness; surely nothing shall escape them.”Joel 2:3. Joel 2 parallels Revelation
9 where a plague of locusts is described followed by an army from the East of
200 million.

God’s Army

After describing the terrifying destruction that will come from these invaders
from the East, Joel reveals: “The Lord gives voice before His army, for His camp
is very great; for strong is the one who executes His Word. For the Day of the
Lord is great and very terrible; who can endure it?” Joel 2:11. These foreign
invaders who would destroy Judah, Jerusalem and the Temple itself, were
commanded by God Himself! The promises to Israel were always conditional
and are forfeited by those who abandon God. There is no future for those who
have no use for God.

The Day of the Lord

Joel mentions the Day of the Lord 5 times and other prophets, Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, Zephaniah and Malachi also mention the Day of
the Lord 19 times. The Day of the Lord is also mentioned in the New
Testament (1 Corinthians 5:5, 2 Corinthians 1:14, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, and 2
Peter 3:10). Man has his day. The devil has his day. But the time is coming
when God will have His Day. The Day of the Lord is coming when God will
have His final say and He will bring the whole world under His rule. God will
judge everyone. But He will first deal with His people. The Lord will bring
punishment on His backslidden people who have violated His Covenant.
When the disciples asked Jesus when will the Kingdom be restored He told
them to go and preach the Gospel to all nations.

When Will You Respond?

We have a choice: Do you want God’s discipline now, or God’s Judgement
later? The question is not will you bow, but when? You can bow to Jesus
Christ as your Saviour and Lord now, or you will be compelled to bow before
Him as the Eternal Judge later. Is Jesus your Saviour? Or is He your Judge?

A Call to Repentance
“Now, therefore says the Lord, “Turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning’ So rend your heart, and not your
garments; return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm.”

Joel 2:12-13
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Biblical Repentance
The Bible emphasises 3 aspects of Repentance:

Conviction: a change of mind,
Contrition: a change of heart, and
Conversion: a change of life.

Change

It is not enough to confess our sins; we also need to reject sin mentally, to
loathe it, and to forsake it. Repentance involves a change of mind, a change of
heart, a change of habits, and a change of behaviour.

The Message

This was the message of the Apostle Peter on the Day of Pentecost: “Repent,
and let every one of you be baptised in the Name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38.
This was the message of the early Church: “Repent therefore and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord.” Acts 3:19 “God commands all men everywhere to
repent.” Acts 17:30

Rend Your Heart

Joel calls for true repentance. “Rend your heart, and not your garments...” It is
not what we do with our clothes. When it comes to repentance, it is our heart
and mind that matters. We are in a dynamic relationship with God. God tells us
how to pray: we must plead for mercy with fasting, with weeping and with
mourning, seeking God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength. And the
heart of the Gospel is change. Changed hearts, changed minds and change lives.

Recovery and Restoration

The prophet Joel reveals that the Day of the Lord will bring destruction on the
unready and unrepentant, but it will pour out blessings on the repentant
people of God. Revival follows repentance and leads to restoration.

The Years the Locusts have Eaten

The Lord promises to restore the year that the locusts have eaten (Joel 2:25).
All of us mourn lost opportunities, wasted time, ruined relationships and
wasted years. “If only!” We so often regret our poor decisions and squandered
opportunities. Here the Lord promises restoration of the years that the locusts
have eaten. In His supernatural way, God is able to do a lot with a little. He
who could feed thousands with just 5 loaves and 2 fish, is able to not only add
to our lives, but multiply His blessings upon it. Joel promises a total restoration.
Not only a physical restoration of the crops that the locusts ate but also a
Spiritual restoration.
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The Valley of Decision

Chapter 3 has a vision of the Kidron Valley on the Eastern side of Jerusalem,
which was called the Valley of Decision. God issues a challenge to the nations
to prepare for war, to assemble and to see how far they can dare to advance in
a war against Almighty God. For the Day of the Lord is coming when He will
intervene and judge the nations. God will have the final Word. It is His
decision that will decide our eternal destiny. Where will you spend Eternity?
It is futile to attempt to fight against God. The King of kings, the Lord of lords,
the Eternal Judge is more than a Conqueror. The Lord will roar, his voice will
shake the earth. The Lord will be a shelter for His people and the strength of
His children. “So you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” Joel 3:17

Ask Seek Knock

The question is not: Do you accept Jesus, but does Jesus accept you? The
question is not: Will you open your door to Jesus, but will He open His door
to you? He is God. You are not. It is not all about you. It is all about God. You
need to ask, seek and knock on His door and seek entrance to His Kingdom.

Jesus in Joel

Jesus will pour out His Holy Spirit on His people “And it shall come to pass
afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will
pour out My Spirit in those days.” Joel 2:28-29. Are you filled with the Holy
Spirit?

The Promise of Pentecost

It is this very passage, (Joel 2:28-32), that the Apostle Peter quotes from in his
sermon on the Day of Pentecost: “This is what was spoken by the prophet
Joel: ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out
My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your
young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. And on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those
days; and they shall prophesy. I will show wonders in heaven above and
signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and vapour of smoke. The sun
shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of
the great and awesome Day of the Lord. And it shall come to pass that
whoever calls on the Name of the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 2:16-21. The
Apostle Peter proclaimed: “Whoever calls on the Name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Three thousand people called on the Name of the Lord on Pentecost
and were added to the Church that day (Acts 2:41).
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The Fountain of Living Waters

“And it will come to pass in that day that the mountain shall drip with new
wine, the hills shall flow with milk, and all the brooks of Judah shall be flooded
with water; a fountain shall flow from the House of the Lord...from generation
to generation.” Joel 3:18-20. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself is the Living Waters
that flows into the wilderness and brings life where there is death, bringing
forgiveness of sins and freedom from bondage for His people, from generation
to generation and forever. A river will not rise higher than its source. Jesus is
the Living Water. He is our Temple. He will bless the nations.

Dr Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74 Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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Daniel interprets the writing on the wall
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CHAPTER 27

AMOS

“A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can
but prophesy?” Amos 3:8

Who Was Amos?

Amos was a prophet from the Southern kingdom of Judah called to deliver a
message primarily to the Northern tribes of Israel. He was not of priestly, or
noble descent, but worked as a sheep breeder and a tender of sycamore fruit
(7:14). Amos’ name means “burden bearer”. Amos was a contemporary of the
prophets Jonah (2 Kings 14:25), Hosea (Hosea 1:1), and Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1).
Amos came from Tekoa, a small town about 18km South of Jerusalem and
8km from Bethlehem. The village of Tekoa sits on an elevation of 2,700 feet
overlooking the wilderness where John the Baptist, eight centuries later, grew
up. As a young boy, Amos would have learned of the ministry of the prophet
Jonah and he may have witnessed some of the ministry of Elijah and Elisha.
Later in his ministry he would have known of the ministry of the prophet
Hosea who continued his work after Amos concluded his ministry.

Humble and Bold

Amos was humble in not hiding his station in life. Amos was wise in not
preaching over the heads of the people. Amos was fearless in not tickling
their ears, but boldly proclaimed the truth. Amos was faithful in proclaiming
the Word of God, even when it was unpalatable and unpopular to his hearers.
Amos had a refreshing rugged frankness about him as he tore the blinders off
peoples’ eyes and showed them the inevitable consequences of their idolatry
and injustice.

When Was Amos Written?

The Book of Amos was written in the mid-eighth century B.C. during the
reigns of King Uzziah of Judah (790-739 B.C.) and King Jeroboam II of Israel
(793-753 B.C.). Two years before an earthquake (1:1; Zechariah 14:5) about
760 B.C.

Comparing Hosea and Amos

There are some remarkable contrasts between the ministries of Hosea and
Amos.

While Hosea was an urban Northerner, Amos was a rural Southerner.
While Hosea wooed the people, Amos warned them.

Hosea made a tender appeal. Amos presented tough accusations.

Hosea focused on the mercy of God. Amos emphasized the justice of God.
While Hosea spoke much of God’s love, Amos proclaimed God’s wrath.
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Hosea emphasized God’s pity, while Amos emphasized His purity.

Hosea dealt with spiritual sin, whereas Amos dealt primarily with social sin.
Hosea targeted idolatry. Amos targeted injustice.

Hosea was mostly national in his focus. Amos was international.

The key words in Hosea were: know God. The main emphasis of Amos was:
seek God.

Called and Commissioned

Although Amos had no religious training and was one of the poorest kind of
farmers, God spoke to him and, as he so eloquently put it, “when a lion roars,
who can but fear! When the Lord God speaks, who can but proclaim His
message?” (Amos 3:8). God called Amos while he was occupied with his daily
work and sent him, with shepherds crook in hand, to gather his straying
people. In much the same way, God had called Gideon while he was busy at
the threshing floor and David while he was caring for sheep.

Judean Layman

Amos was not a man of the court like Isaiah, nor a priest like Jeremiah or
Ezekiel. He was, in our modern terms, a layman. Although he was a Judean,
he was called to minister to the Northern kingdom of Israel. Following the
ministry of Amos, Isaiah and Micah continued to faithfully proclaim God’s
Word.

A Time of Peace and Prosperity

Amos ministered while Uzziah was on the throne of Judah and Jeroboam II
was king of Israel. It was a time of great prosperity. Because of the successful
ministry of Jonah to Nineveh, the two kingdoms were at peace and reached
the summit of their prosperity (2 Chronicles 26; 2 Kings 14). Assyria had not
yet risen as a great power and there seemed no significant threat that the
people of Israel needed to worry about. God used Amos and Hosea to alert
His people to their danger.

God is a Lion

Amos feared God and no one else. His ministry burst upon the people of
Israel: “The Lord roars...” (1:2). God is portrayed as a great and powerful Lion.
His Word is compared to the roaring of the lion. God was known as the
Shepherd of Israel, so it must have been quite a shock for them to hear Him
being depicted as a lion who would tear them to pieces and all that will be left
of Israel will be an ear and a couple of legs (Amos 3:12).

Idolatry in Bethel
Amos began his ministry in Bethel. Bethel was the religious capital of the
Northern kingdom of Israel. There king Jeroboam had set up golden calves

for the people to worship (1 Kings 12:25-33).
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God Judges Nations

Amos began his preaching to the assembled crowds at Bethel on a sacred
feast day by proclaiming God’s judgement upon the neighbouring nations of
Damascus (Syria), Gaza (Philistia), Tyre (Phoenicia), Edom, Ammon and
Moab.

Damascus

“Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will
not turn away its punishment, because they have threshed Gilead with
implements of iron...” Amos 1:3

Gaza

“For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away its
punishment, because they took captive the whole captivity to deliver them up to
Edom ...” Amos 1:6

Tyre

“For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I will not turn away its
punishment, because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom and did not
remember the Covenant of brotherhood...” Amos 1:9

Edom

“For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away its
punishment, because he pursued his brother with the sword and cast off all pity;
his anger tore perpetually and he kept his wrath forever...” Amos 1:11

Ammon

“For three transgressions of the people of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn
away its punishment, because they ripped open the women with child in
Gilead...” Amos 1:3-15

Moab

“For three transgressions of the people of Moab, and for four, I will not turn
away its punishment, because he burned the bones of the king of Edom to
lime...” Amos 2:1

Justice

Here Amos proclaims God’s justice to the nations. God sees and abhors
cruelty, vindictiveness, treachery and failure to respect the remains of the
deceased. Ripping open a pregnant woman and killing her child will kindle a
fire which the Lord shall send to “devour its palaces...” (1:14).

Cremation
It is notable that Moab is condemned for burning the bones of the king of
Edom. This failure to respect even the remains of the dead will cause the Lord
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to “send a fire upon Moab and it shall devour the palaces...” (2:2). Cremation
of the dead was common practice amongst the ancient Greeks, Romans and
Vikings. However, once these nations were converted to Christ they ceased to
cremate their dead and began the practise of Christian burial. The Patriarchs
in Genesis all practised burial (Genesis 47:29-30). Abraham purchased a cave
in which to bury his beloved wife Sarah. Joseph gave specific instructions that
his bones were to be brought back to be buried in Israel (Genesis 50:25-26).
In the Exodus the children of Israel remembered to take the bones of Joseph
back to bury them respectfully in the land of his birth (Exodus 13:19). Our
Lord’s followers buried Him in the tomb following His crucifixion. Burial is a
distinctly Christian practice which proclaims the Christian conviction of the
resurrection of the body from the dead.

Judah

Amos was probably well received as he proclaimed judgement against the six
neighbouring nations surrounding Israel. However, he then came closer to
home and pronounced judgement against the Southern kingdom of Judah.
“Because they despised the Law of the Lord, and have not kept His
Commandments. Their lies lead them astray... but I will send a fire upon Judah,
and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem” (2:4-5).

Israel
Then Amos proclaimed God’s judgement against the Northern kingdom of
Israel itself: “Thus says the Lord, for three transgressions of Israel, and for four,
I will not turn away its punishment, because they sell the righteous for silver,
and the poor for a pair of sandals. They pant after the dust of the earth... and
pervert the way of the humble... to defile My Holy Name... and drink the wine
of the condemned in the house of their god... Yet it was I who destroyed the
Amorites before them... it was I who brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and led you 40 years through the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite.
I raised up some of your sons as prophets, and some of your young men as
Nazirites... but you gave the Nazirites wine to drink, and commanded the
prophets saying, do not prophesy! Behold I am weighed down by you... therefore
flight shall perish from the swift, the strong shall not strengthen his power, nor
shall the mighty deliver himself; he shall not stand who handles the bow, the
swift of foot shall not escape, nor shall he who rides a horse deliver himself. The
most courageous men of might shall flee naked in that day, says the Lord.”
Amos 2:6-16

Defeat and Disgrace
Jeroboam’s stalwart archers will not be able to stand on the day that the Lord
sends judgement upon Israel. Israel’s fleet-footed runners will try to run away
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from the battle. The cavalry will gallop to escape from the battle.

Cows of Bashan

Amos denounced the careless ease and immoral lifestyle of the people of
Israel. The women of Israel are condemned as ‘cows of Bashan... who oppress
the poor, who crush the needy, who say to your husbands, ‘bring wine, let us
drink!” the Lord God has sworn by His holiness: ‘Behold the day shall come upon
you when He will take you away with fishhooks...” (4:1-2).

With Privilege Comes Responsibility

The people of Israel defended and excused themselves on the grounds that
they were God’s chosen people. Amos reminded them that this made their sin
greater. To whom much is given, much is required. To whom much more is
given, much more is required.

Houses of Ivory Condemned

“Hear and testify against the house of Jacob’, says the Lord God, the God of
hosts, “That in the day I punish Israel for their transgressions, I will also visit
destruction on the altars of Bethel... the houses of ivory shall perish...” says the
Lord” Amos 3:13-15

Corruption and Injustice Condemned

“They hate the one who rebukes in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks
uprightly. Therefore, because you tread down the poor and take grain taxes
from him... I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: Afflicting
the just and taking bribes; diverting the poor from justice at the gate... it is an
evil time. Seek good and not evil, that you may live... Hate evil, love good;
establish justice in the gate. It may be that the Lord God of hosts will be
gracious to the remnant of Joseph.” Amos 5:10-15

Religious Hypocrisy Condemned

“I hate, I despise your feast days... though you offer Me burnt offerings... I will
not accept them... take away from Me the noise of your songs, for I will not hear
the melody of your stringed instruments. But let justice run down like water,
and righteousness like a mighty stream.” Amos 5:21-24

Pride Condemned

“The Lord God has sworn by Himself, the Lord God of Hosts says: ‘I abhor the
pride of Jacob, and hate his palaces; therefore I will deliver up the city and all
that is in it” Amos 6:8

The Power of Prayer

His preaching angered men, but his prayers affected God. God showed Amos

a vision of swarms of locusts destroying the land. Amos prayed: “O Lord

God, forgive, I pray!... so the Lord relented concerning this. ‘It shall not be’ said
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the Lord.” Amos 7:1-3. The Lord showed Amos a consuming fire so terrible
that it would consume the waters and the land. Amos prayed: “O Lord God,
cease, I pray! ...so the Lord relented concerning this. “This also shall not be’, said
the Lord God.” Amos 7:4-6

The Plumb-line

Then the Lord showed Amos a wall made with a plumb-line: “Behold, I am
setting a plumb-line in the midst of My people Israel; I will not pass by them
anymore. The high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel
shall be laid waste. I will rise with the sword against the house of Jeroboam...
Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive from
their own land” Amos 7:7-11. Samaria, the capital of the Northern kingdom
of Israel, was situated on a hill, 300 feet high, surrounded on three sides by
mountains, seemingly impregnable. Living in luxury, insensible to the
warnings about their religious hypocrisy, idolatry, inter-faith, immorality and
injustice, God’s prophet informed them that they were being measured up
according to God’s plumb-line and the time was ripe for judgement.

Make the Crooked Straight

The Word of God is the plumb-line. Our lives must measure up to God’s
standard, or He will break down the wall and rebuild it in a straight line.
When John the Baptist came he proclaimed in the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord,
make His path straight. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and
hill will be brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the
rough ways smooth; and all flesh shall see the Salvation of God.” Luke 3:4-6

“Therefore the Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by Faith.” Galatians 3:24

False Weights and Deceitful Scales

Amos condemns the money changers and merchants of Israel: “When will the
New Moon be past, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may trade
wheat? Making the ephah small and the shekel large, falsifying the scales by
deceit, that we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals
- even sell the bad wheat?” Amos 8:5-6

Question
“Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?” Amos 3:3

Rotten Fruit

Amos sees a vision of summer fruit that is so ripe that it is on the verge of
going rotten. Israel was ripe for judgement. Israel, like a basket of overripe
fruit, looked fine outwardly, but was rotten at the core. The people of Israel
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had become corrupt in materialism and brazen in idolatry. The land reeked
with moral rottenness. Israel was a land of cursing, theft, injustice, crime,
adultery and murder. They had adopted much of the pagan practices of the
Baal worshippers and they were ignoring the warnings of the prophets of
God in their self-destructive mad rush to ruin.

Covenant Blessings and Curses

The Covenant spelled out the blessings of obedience and the curses of
disobedience in Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26. Israel could be blessed
more than any other nation, or cursed more severely. Extra privileges brings
greater responsibility. Religious rituals are no substitute for righteousness.
Sacrifice is no substitute for Sanctification. “For surely I will command, and
will sift the house of Israel among all nations, as grain is sifted in a sieve... All
the sinners of My people shall die by the sword, who say, ‘The calamity shall not
overtake nor confront us’” Amos 9:9-10

A Famine of the Word of God

“Behold the days are coming, says the Lord God, that I will send a famine on
the Land, not a famine of bread nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the
Words of the Lord.” Amos 8:11. Because, during their times of prosperity, the
nation had rejected the prophets, they would go through a time of spiritual
famine when the Lord would not talk to them.

Prepare to Meet Your God

“I saw the Lord standing by the altar, and He said: ‘Strike the doorposts, that
the thresholds may shake, and break them on the heads of them all. I will slay
the last of them with the sword. He who flees from them shall not get away, and
he who escapes from them shall not be delivered. Though they dig into hell, from
there My hand shall take them... though they go into captivity before their
enemies, from there I will command the sword, and it shall slay them. I will set
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My eyes on them for harm and not for good’” Amos 9:1-4

Restoration

“On that day I will raise up the Tabernacle of David, which has fallen down,
and repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of
old... the remnant... and all the Gentiles who are called by My name...” Amos
9:11-12. These prophetic words were quoted 800 years later in Acts 15, when
the Council of Jerusalem met to consider the grounds for admission of
Gentiles to the Church “And with this the Words of the prophets agree, just as
it is written: After this I will return and will rebuild the Tabernacle of David,
which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up; so that the rest
of mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who are called by My Name,
says the Lord who does all these things.” (Acts 15:15-17).
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The Legalism of Judaizers Rejected

When the Judaizers tried to insist that Gentiles need to become Jews and
adhere to the Law of Moses in order to be accepted into the Church, the first
Church Council, at Jerusalem, in Acts 15, quoted from Amos, and other
prophets, to show that God had promised that He would restore the Tabernacle
of David and bring the Gentiles in. No, one does not need to become a Jew in
order to be a Christian. The Hebrew Roots movement and other modern-day
Judaizers would do well to read again the Books of Hebrews, Galatians and
Acts 15.

Jesus in Amos

David’s greater Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, will guarantee the Redeemed
permanent blessedness. The Promised Land is a type of the life of the believer
in Christ. It points towards the Heavenly Jerusalem. Jesus Christ is the King
of kings and the Lord of lords. He will rule the nations. Christ comes to make
His blessings flow far as the curse is found.

The Coming Harvest

“Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, When the plowman shall overtake
the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows seed; the mountains shall
drip with sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. I will bring back the
captives of My people Israel; they shall build the waste cities and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; they shall also make
gardens and eat fruit from them.” Amos 9:13-14

Dr. Peter Hammond
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"Let justice and righteousness flow like a mighty stream.”
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CHAPTER 28

OBADIAH

“For the Day of the Lord upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it
shall be done to you; your reprisal shall return upon your own head.”
Obadiah 15

Obadiah means servant of the Lord. Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old
Testament. The prophet Obadiah presented this vision from God in 845BC.
This opened a period of 300 years, during which many prophets warned the
people of God not to continue in ingratitude, injustice, immorality and
idolatry.

Words of Rebuke and Reassurance

Obadiah warned Edom of imminent judgement and reassured God’s people
of His sovereign justice. Ultimately, it is not the evil will of men that will
determine history, but the righteous purposes of God. When the people of
God suffer persecution they need to turn to the prophecy of Obadiah to
renew their faith that God cares for His suffering people and He will work all
things together for good for those who love Him and are called according to
His purpose (Romans 8:28).

Esau the Red

Obadiah proclaims judgement upon Edom. The Edomites descended from
Esau, the first born (twin) son of Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 25:24-26), who
struggled with Jacob, even while in the womb (Gen. 25:22). Esau’s name
means hairy because “he was like a hairy garment all over” Esau was also
called Edom, meaning “red”. From birth he was red-headed (Gen. 25:25).

Despising His Heritage

The Bible says that God loved Jacob, but he hated Esau (Malachi 1:2-3). Esau
showed contempt for the Covenant by marrying two Hittite women, who
were a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 26:34-35). Esau later married
a daughter of Ishmael (Gen. 28:9). Esau despised his heritage and sold his
birthright for a mere plate of food (Gen. 25:33-34).

Edom

Esau settled in the mountainous region South of the Dead Sea, stretching to
the Gulf of Aqabah. This range of precipitous red sand stone heights known
as the Mountains of Seir, controlled the Kings Highway caravan route, linking
North Africa with Europe and Asia. The territory included fertile valleys and
fruitful soil.
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Petra

Its ancient capital was Bozrah, just South of the Dead Sea. In Obadiah’s day
the capital was Petra, a unique rock city perched like an Eagles nest amid
inaccessible mountain cliffs. The only approach was through a deep rock
cleft, more than a mile long, with massive cliffs, more than 700 feet high,
rising on either side. Hewn out of the soft red sandstone, temples and
dwellings were carved out of the rock. Towering above Petra is Mount Seir
around 2,000 feet high. Petra was an impregnable fortress for the Edomites
who raided their neighbours and lived off the loot of their ill-gotten gains.

Cruel Arrogance

Petra, with its difficult access, rock hewn dwellings and precipitous natural
defences was considered impregnable. This helped foster a spirit of fierce
defiance and arrogance. The Edomite people came to be described as profane,
proud, gloating, fierce, bitter, brutal, cruel, mean and treacherous.

The Request of Moses
When Moses led the children out of bondage from Egypt, he appealed to the
king of Edom: “Thus says your brother Israel: you know all the hardship that
has befallen us, how our fathers went down to Egypt and we dwelt in Egypt a
long time and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers. When we cried out to
the Lord. He heard our voice and sent the Angel and bought us up out of Egypt;
now here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your border. Please let us pass
through your country. We will not pass through fields, or vineyards, nor will we
drink water from wells; we will go along the Kings Highway, we will not turn
aside to the right hand or the left until we have passed through your territory.”
Numbers 20:14-18.

The Hostility of Edom

Then Edom said to him: “You shall not pass through my land lest I come out
against you with a sword” (Numbers 20:18). Edom came out against Israel
with many men and with a strong hand and refused to give Israel passage
through their territory. When Jerusalem was attacked the Edomites aided
their enemies.

Shameful Treachery

“For violence against your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you and you shall be
cut off forever. In the day that you stood on the other side - in the day that
strangers carried captive his forces, when foreigners entered his gates and cast
lots for Jerusalem - even you were as one of them. But you should not have
gazed on the day of your brother in the day of his captivity; nor should you have
rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; nor should
you have spoken proudly in the day of distress. You should not have entered the
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gate of my people in the day of their calamity. Indeed you should not have gazed
on their affliction in the day of their calamity, or laid hands on their substance
in the day of their calamity. You should not have stood at the crossroads to cut
off those among them who escaped; nor should you have delivered up those
among them who remained in the day of distress.” Obadiah 10-14.

Centuries of Conflict

The Edomites opposed King Saul (1043-1011BC). They were conquered by
King David (1011-971BC), and ruled by King Solomon (971-931BC). The
Edomites fought against King Jehoshaphat (873-848BC) and successfully
rebelled against King Jehoam (853-841BC). The Edomites were again
conquered by Judah under King Amaziah (796-767BC). The Edomites
regained their independence during the reign of King Ahaz (735-715BC).

The Fall of Jerusalem

The Edomites gleefully joined in the destruction and looting of Jerusalem
when it fell to the Babylonians in 586BC. “By the rivers of Babylon, there we
sat down, yea we wept, when we remembered Zion... Remember, O Lord,
against the sons of Edom, the day of Jerusalem, who said ‘Raze it, Raze it, to its
very foundation!” Psalm 137:1,7.

The Idumeans of Judah

After the people of Judah were exiled to Babylon, the Edomites migrated into
the, now, mostly de-populated Judea. They suffered crushing defeat from
Judas Maccabaeus (1 Maccabees 5:3, 65). The Edomites came to control Judea
to such an extent that the Idumeans became kings of Judah. Herod the great,
an Edomite (Idumean) became king of Judah in 37BC.

The Bitter Fruit of Hatred

The age-old enmity between Esau and Jacob was seen in King Herod's attempt
to murder Jesus at His birth in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:16-18). The Idumeans
were a major part of the rebellion against Rome and were defeated by Titus in
the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in AD70. It is ironic that the
Edomites, who gloated and applauded the destruction of Jerusalem in 586BC,
died trying to defend it in AD70.

Everything Has Consequences

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.” Galatians 6:7-8.

Reaping What They Have Sown
The treachery and arrogant callousness of the Edomites who could enjoy the
sight of the defeat, devastation and affliction of the people of Jerusalem at the
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hands of the Babylonians provoked God’s judgement. “For the day of the
Lord upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it shall be done to you;
your reprisal shall return upon your own head.” Obadiah 15.

The Day of Judgement

“And the King will answer and say to them, Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch
as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me. Then He
will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was hungry and you
gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and
you did not visit Me. Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not minister to You?” Then He will answer them, saying, Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
Me’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life” Matthew 25:40-46.

Sowing Iniquity
“Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same.”
Job 4:8.

“Perversity is in his heart, he devises evil continually, he sows discord.”
Proverbs 6:14.

Sowing Strife
“A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends.”
Proverbs 16:28.

“He who sows iniquity will reap sorrow...” Proverbs 22:8.

Provoking the Wrath of God

“They have sown wheat but reaped thorns; they have put themselves to pain but
do not profit. But be ashamed of your harvest because of the fierce anger of the
Lord” Jeremiah 12:13.

“Now to you, O profane, wicked prince of Israel, whose day has come, whose
iniquity shall end.” Ezekiel 21:25.

Ploughed Wickedness

“You have plowed wickedness; you have reaped iniquity. You have eaten the
fruit of lies, because you trusted in your own way, in the multitude of your
mighty men.” Hosea 10:13.

“And another angel came out of the Temple, crying with a loud voice to Him
who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for
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You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe’” Revelation 14:15.

Contrasting Brothers

The Book of Genesis contains a number of contrasting brothers. Cain and
Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and Jacob. Abel, Isaac and Jacob are spiritual
men, examples of God’s children. However, Cain, Ishmael and Esau are carnal
men who represent selfishness and the flesh.

Cain
Cain exemplifies an antipathy to Redemption. He offered the fruit of the
ground and despised the atonement of the blood of the lamb.

Ishmael

Ishmael, the illegitimate son of a slave girl, his hand would be against his
brother and every man’s hand would be against him. “For it is written that
Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman.
But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of
the freewoman through promise, which things are symbolic. For these are the
two Covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which
is Hagar - for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem
which now is, and is in bondage with her children - but the Jerusalem above is
free, which is the mother of us all.... Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children
of promise. But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him
who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what does
the Scripture say? ‘Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the
bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, brethren,
we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.” Galatians 4:22-31.

Esau

Esau represents the selfish, short-sighted, materialistic lust of the flesh, lust of
the eyes and the pride of life. Esau despised his birthright, forsook his heritage,
dishonoured his parents and married outside of his people. For a momentary
gratification, Esau despised the hope of Heavenly glory and esteemed an
earthly meal more important than God’s promises for Eternity. The carnal
lusts, short-sightedness, materialism, pride, cruelty and treachery of Esau is a
picture of the natural man.

The War Between the Flesh and the Spirit

“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because
the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the Law of God,
nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But

you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.
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Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is
in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors - not
to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did
not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of
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adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father’” Romans 8:5-15.

Your Pride Has Deceived You

The pride of Edom is condemned by Obadiah: “Behold, I will make you small
among the nations; you shall be greatly despised. The pride of your heart has
deceived you... Though you ascend as high as the eagle, and though you set your
nest among the stars, from there I will bring you down, says the Lord.” Obadiah 2-4.

All Paths Lead to God

Obadiah speaks of the Day of the Lord, when the Lord will judge all nations.
Many people delude themselves that all religions are essentially the same, that
all paths lead to God. Actually all paths do lead to God, in that, it is appointed
unto man once to die and after that the Judgement (Hebrews 9:27). The
question is, what will God’s verdict be of you? Where will you spend eternity?

God Will Judge Each One of Us

There is only one God: The Creator, the Eternal Judge, before whom each one
of us must stand and give an account of our lives. We will have to give an
account for every idle word ever spoken. This was the message of the Apostle
Paul to the people of Athens: “...God now commands all men everywhere to
repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of
this to all by raising Him from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31.

Whatever You Do to God’s People

One of the matters that God judges nations by is in accordance with how they
have treated His people. Our Lord Jesus describes the Day of Judgement in
Matthew 25, in terms of “inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these, my
brethren, you did it to Me.” Matthew 25:40.

Persecuting Christ

To Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus, the Lord declared: ..’ Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting Me?’” And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ Then the Lord
said, T am Jesus, whom you are persecuting’...” Acts 9:4-6. Throughout the

world you can see who are God’s people, by how they respond to Christ.
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Those who reject Christ, reject God the Father. Those who love Christ, obey
His Commandments (John 14:23).

The Fruit of Faith

“Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord’, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven,

but he who does the will of My Father in Heaven. Many will say to Me in that

day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your Name, cast out demons in

Your Name, and done many wonders in Your Name?’” And then I will declare to

them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness’!”
Matthew 7:21-23.

God’s People Love Christ
“I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because
My Word has no place in you. I speak what I have seen with My Father, and
you do what you have seen with your father. They answered and said to Him,
Abraham is our father’. Jesus said to them, ‘If you were Abraham’s children, you
would do the works of Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has
told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. You do the
deeds of your father. Then they said to Him, ‘We were not born of fornication;
we have one Father - God. Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you
would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of
Myself, but He sent Me. Why do you not understand My speech? Because you
are not able to listen to My Word. You are of your father the devil, and the
desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of
it. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. Which of you convicts Me
of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God
hears God’s Words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”
John 8:37-47.

God Judges Every Nation

Obadiah may seem to be a small and obscure Book, but it deals with the
fundamental issues of judgement. There is only one God. He is the God of all
the nations. The Day of the Lord shall come upon all the nations. As you have
done, it shall be done to you. “..The Kingdom shall be the Lords.” Obadiah 21.

God Will Destroy His Enemies

Those who make themselves God’s enemies, have no hope. “The house of
Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame; but the house of Esau shall
be stubble; they shall kindle them and devour them, and no survivor shall
remain... for the Lord has spoken.” Obadiah 18. God will judge the unrepentant
but He shall deliver His Holy people (Obadiah 17).
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The Curse of Pride
Pride is sinful rebellion against God. We have nothing to be proud of, except
our Lord Jesus Christ and what He has accomplished.

Christ in Obadiah

Obadiah concludes with a foreshadowing of Christ and His apostles. “Then
saviours shall come to Mount Zion to judge the mountains of Esau and the
Kingdom shall be the Lord’s.” Obadiah 21. These saviours (or deliverers) are
the apostles of Christ, ministers of the Word. They are described as saviours,
or deliverers, not because they obtain our Salvation, but because they proclaim
the Salvation provided by the grace of God alone, on the basis of the
Atonement of Christ alone, received by Faith alone. Scripture alone is our
ultimate authority. Christ alone is the head of the Church. Everything must
be done to the glory of God alone.

“For the Day of the Lord upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it
shall be done to you.” Obadiah 15.
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CHAPTER 29

JONAH

“But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I
have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.” Jonah 2:9

A Prophet from Galilee

Jonah (dove) the son of Amittai, is reported on in 2 Kings 14:25 as the prophet
from Gath Hepher, who ministered in the reign of King Jeroboam II (793-
753BC). It was during the reign of Jeroboam II and the ministry of the
prophet Jonah, that the Northern Kingdom of Israel was able to reclaim the
land which had been lost and extend their border beyond the frontier of
Syria. The pharisees were wrong when they claimed that “No prophet has
arisen out of Galilee” (John 7:52), because Jonah was a Galilean. By Jewish
tradition, Jonah was the son of the widow of Zarephath, who Elijah raised
from the dead (1 Kings 17:8-24).

Historic

The Lord Jesus Christ refers to the Book of Jonah as an historic narrative
firmly rooted in historic reality (Matthew 12:38-41; Luke 11:29-32). For those
who think it impossible that a man could be swallowed whole by a whale, the
Daily Mail of 14 December 1928, reported a whale carcass displayed for a
week in Birmingham, where 12 men could fit through its mouth and into its
belly at one time.

Swallowed by a Whale

Sir Francis Fox in Sixty Three Years of Engineering, recorded that sperm
whales routinely swallow lumps of food eight feet in diameter and that in one
of these whales they actually found the skeleton of a shark, 16-feet in length.
M. De Parville, the scientific Editor of the Journal Des Debats of Paris and Sir
Francis Fox, carefully investigated an incident which occurred February
1891, near the Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic. The whaleship Star of
the East harpooned a large sperm whale, which, with a lash of its tail, threw
two men into the sea, both having presumed to have drowned.

Survived

Later the whale was killed and the sections brought on deck. Over a period of
days the sailors cut up the great body of the whale and were astounded to find
spasmodic signs of life in the stomach. Inside was found the missing sailor,
James Bartley, doubled up and unconscious. He was laid on the deck and
washed in sea water. He remained unconscious for some time and only
recovered from the shock three weeks later. He explained that after been
hurled into the sea, he was drawn into darkness and found himself in a place
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of intense heat. In the dark as he felt about for an exit, he found only slimy
walls around him. When the awful truth dawned on him, he fell unconscious
in shock until revived on the ship’s deck. James Bartley’s exposed skin had
been bleached to a deadly whiteness by the gastric juices of the whale. Bartley
reported that he probably could have lived inside this house of flesh until he
starved, for he lost his senses through fright and not from lack of air.

The Drowning of Jonah

Most Sunday school pictures of Jonah and the whale, picture the whale at the
surface with his mouth wide open to receive Jonah as he is thrown from the
ship. Actually, Jonah Chapter 2 makes it clear that he drowned. “Then Jonah
prayed to the Lord his God from the fishs belly. And he said: I cried out to the
Lord because of my affliction, and He answered me. ‘Out of the belly of Sheol I
cried, and You heard my voice. For You cast me into the deep, into the heart of
the seas, and the floods surrounded me; all Your billows and Your waves passed
over me. Then I said, ‘I have been cast out of Your sight; yet I will look again
toward Your holy Temple. The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; the deep
closed around me; weeds were wrapped around my head. I went down to the
moorings of the mountains; the earth with its bars closed behind me forever; yet
You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord, my God. ‘When my soul
fainted within me, I remembered the Lord; and my prayer went up to You, into
Your holy Temple. “Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own mercy.
But I will sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have
vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. So the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited
Jonah onto dry land.” Jonah 2:1-10

The Sign of Jonah

Jonah speaks of being cast into the deep, into the heart of the seas, with the
waves passing over him, “the waters surrounded me, even to my soul. Weeds
were wrapped around my head. I went down to the moorings of the mountains;
the earth with its bars closed behind me forever; yet you have brought up my life
from the pit, O Lord My God.” It only takes three minutes being deprived of air
for a person to die. To sink to the bottom of the sea takes a lot longer than 3
minutes. Jonah describes himself as being in Sheol, the abode of the dead. So
when Jesus speak of the sign of Jonah, he is referring to dying and being
raised to life. Jonah is the most outstanding example of Resurrection in the
Old Testament.

Nineveh

Nineveh was one of the greatest cities of the Ancient world. Situated on the
East bank of the Tigris River, 400 miles from the Mediterranean Sea, it was
the capital of Assyria. The stronghold of the city was 30 miles long and 10
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miles wide. There were 5 walls and 3 moats surrounding it. The walls were
100 feet high and were so thick that four chariots could be driven abreast on
the tops of these walls. The 15 gates were decorated with lions and bulls and
heavily guarded. The temple in the city was in the form of a great pyramid, or
ziggurat. The city was as great in wickedness as it was in wealth and power.

Jonah and Israel

Jonah is a type of Israel.

As Jonah was called to world missions, so too was Israel.

As Jonah refused to fulfil his mission, so too did Israel.

As Jonah was punished by being cast into the sea, so was Israel exiled by
Assyria and Babylon.

As Jonah was preserved in the whale, so too was Israel to return from the
exile.

As Jonah repented and was restored to life, so Israel was restored to the land
in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah.

As Jonah became obedient to God and carried out his mission to Nineveh, so
Christ’s disciples from the Day of Pentecost have been taking the Word of
God to the ends of the earth.

As Jonah’s ministry was blessed with the repentance of Nineveh, so Israel has
been blessed in the conversion of people from every tribe and nation.

Jesus and Jonah

Jesus Christ Himself drew attention to the Book of Jonah and gave it great
importance. When the Lord Jesus Christ was asked for a sign to prove His
claims, He told the people that the only sign they would be given, would be
the sign of the prophet Jonah. “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees
answered, saying, ‘Teacher, we want to see a sign from You. But He answered
and said to them, An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will
rise up in the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. The
queen of the South will rise up in the judgement with this generation and
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here’” Matthew 12:38-42

Nineveh Will Condemn Jewish Unbelief

Jesus rebuked the people of Judah saying that the men of Nineveh will rise up
in the Judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they repented
at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed one greater than Jonah is here.
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Miracles in Jonah

Skeptics have often scoffed at the story of Jonah being swallowed by a whale.
However, this is not the only miracle related in the Book of Jonah. There are
eight miracles recorded in Jonah:

1.  “But the Lord sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty
tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up.” Jonah 1:4

2. When thesailors castlots “the lot fell on Jonah.” Jonah 1:7 - God controlled
the outcome of an apparently random selection.

3. When the sailors “threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its
raging” God calmed the sea (Jonah 1:15)..

4. “Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah” Jonah 1:17

5. “So the Lord spoke to the fish and it vomited Jonah onto dry land”

Jonah 2:10

6. “So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed the fast and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.” Jonah 3:5 - the remarkable
city-wide repentance and faith of the people of Nineveh was a work of
God’s grace.

7. “And the Lord prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it
might be shade for his head to deliver him from his misery...” Jonah 4:6

8. “But as morning dawned the next day, God prepared a worm and it so
damaged the plant that it withered.” Jonah 4:7

“And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a vehement East
wind...” Jonah 4:8

How Do You React to the Word of God and the Works of God?
How we react to these events tells a lot about us.

1. The Atheist declares that God does not exist and therefore did not create
the world, nor controls it. Therefore the atheist rejects the very possibility
of miracles.

2. 'The Deist believes that God created the world, but maintains that he
does not intervene or control it now. Many people who claim to be
Christians seem to fall into this kind of practical deism where they
believe that God created the Heavens and the earth, but they do not seek
Him in prayer for either wisdom in their decisions, or His blessings on
their actions.

3. Theism is the Biblical understanding that God who created the world
and everything in it, is sovereign and interacts with His creation,
answering prayer, blessing obedience and punishing disobedience to His
Law.
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Anti-Gentilism

We hear much about anti-Semitism, but in the Book of Jonah we see another
kind of prejudice, anti-Gentilism. One would imagine that any missionary or
Evangelist would be ecstatic if a whole city repented, but the prophet Jonah
was bitterly disappointed: “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became
angry. So he prayed to the Lord, and said, Ah, Lord, was not this what I said
when I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I
know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in
lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm.” Jonah 4:1-2. Jonah wanted
to see Nineveh destroyed. He did not desire that the Assyrians escape
condemnation. He was frustrated and angry at God’s compassion and mercy.

The Tomb of Jonah

The tomb of Jonah is situated in Northern Iraq, on top of a hill in Eastern
Mosul, called Tel Nebi Yunus. Jonah is recognised as a prophet in Islam.
Surah 10 in the Quran is named after Jonah. Nevertheless, on 24 July 2014,
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) broadcast video footage of them
blowing up this tomb of Jonah which has been respected for over two and a
half millenniums and the destination of many visitors who revere his memory.
Jonah’s hometown was Gath-Hepher (2 Kings 14:25) is near Nazareth, the
home of Jesus, of whom Jonah was a sign.

Joppa and the Mission to the Gentiles

Joppa, from where Jonah embarked on his sea journey to Tarshish, to avoid
preaching to Nineveh, was the very place which God chose, 800 years later to
reveal to the Apostle Peter his commission to receive men of other nations.
“Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter.” Acts
10:5. “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God
shows no partiality. But in every nation, whoever fears Him and works
righteousness is accepted by Him. The Word which God sent... through Jesus
Christ — He is Lord of all - that Word you know, which was proclaimed
throughout all Judea and began from Galilee after the Baptism which John
preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses of all things which He did, both
in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on the
tree. Him God raised up on the third day and showed Him openly, not to all the
people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank
with Him after He arose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the
living and of the dead. To Him all the prophets witness that, through His Name,
whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins. While Peter was still
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speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard the Word... can
anyone forbid water that these should not be baptised who have received the
Holy Spirit just as we have? He commanded them to be baptised in the Name of
the Lord.” Acts 10-34-48

God Has Also Granted to the Gentiles Repentance to Life

“If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God? When they heard
these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying, “Then God has
also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life’”Acts 11:17-18

Joppa and the Jerusalem Council

At the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15), the Apostle Peter refuted the Judaizers by
reporting on what God had revealed to him at Joppa, and by the coming of
the Holy Spirit upon the Roman centurion Cornelius’ household. “..Peter
rose up and said to them: ‘Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago
God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the Word of
the Gospel and believe. So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by
giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, and made no distinction
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore, why do you
test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they. Then all the multitude kept
silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles and
wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles. And after they had
become silent, James answered, saying, ‘Men and brethren, listen to me: Simon
has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a
people for His Name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written: After this I will return and will rebuild the Tabernacle of David, which
has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will set it up; so that the rest of
mankind may seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles who are called by My Name,
says the Lord who does all these things.” Acts 15:7-17

Do You Have Any Right to Be Angry?

“Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil ways and God
relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them and
He did not do it. But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.
So he prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when
I was still in my country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know
that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in
lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm. Therefore now, O Lord,
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!’ Then
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the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ So Jonah went out of the city
and sat on the east side of the city. There he made himself a shelter and sat
under it in the shade, till he might see what would become of the city. And
the Lord prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be
shade for his head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful
for the plant. But as morning dawned the next day, God prepared a worm
and it so damaged the plant that it withered. And it happened when the sun
arose that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s
head so that he grew faint. Then he wished death for himself and said, ‘It is
better for me to die than to live. Then God said to Jonah ‘is it right for you to
be angry about the plant?’ And he said, ‘it is right for me to be angry, even
to death!” But the Lord said, ‘You have had pity on the plant for which you
had not laboured, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished
in a night, and should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more
than 120,000 persons who cannot discern between their right hand and
their left - and much livestock?” Jonah 3:10-4:11

Why Are We Angry?

Anger flows out of perceived injustice. We are angry when we are mistreated,
or when somebody we care about is wronged. The Scripture tells us not to let
the sun go down on our wrath, to be careful that we do not allow our anger to
lead us into sin. It is possible to be angry without sin, but it is all too easy to
sin in our anger (Ephesians 4:26).

Examples of Anger

For every example of righteousness anger in the Bible there are four examples
of destructive anger. We read about how Cain’s jealousy caused his anger
against his brother, and led to the murder of Abel (Genesis 4). Pride prompted
Naaman to become furious when the prophet Elisha did not come out and
speak with him personally, concerning how to deal with his leprosy (2 Kings
5:11-12). Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the Ashdodites
were very angry when they heard that the walls of Jerusalem were being
restored and that the gaps were being closed (Nehemiah 4:7). King Xerxes was
furious when Queen Vashti refused his summons (Esther 1:12).

The Word of God on Anger
The Word of God commands us: “Cease from anger and forsake wrath. Do
not fret, it only causes harm.” Psalm 37:8

“A quick tempered man acts foolishly, and a man of wicked intentions is
hated.” Proverbs 14:17

“He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his

spirit than he who takes a city.” Proverbs 16:32
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“The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, and his glory is to
overlook a transgression.” Proverbs 19:11

“Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a furious man do not go.”
Proverbs 22:24

“Wrath is cruel and anger a torrent, but who is able to stand before jealousy?”
Proverbs 27:4

“Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, for anger rests in the bosom of fools.”
Ecclesiastes 7:9

“But now you yourselves are to put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.” Colossians 3:8

“For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money.”
Titus 1:7

“So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath.” James 1:19

The Wrath of Jonah
The prophet Jonah had a problem with anger. God asked him a dangerous
question: Do you have any right to be angry? (Jonah 4:9)

Mission Rejected

God had commanded His prophet to go to Nineveh and warn the people that
they had 40 days to repent, or He would destroy their city (Jonah 1:2; Jonah
3:1-4). Nineveh was a wicked, brutal, pagan city. They were an enemy of the
people of Israel. Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh. He did not want to
preach in Nineveh. He did not want to see the people of Nineveh repent. He
wanted to see them destroyed. Jonah took a ship to Tarshish (present day
Spain) to flee from the Lord, going in the very opposite direction to where
Nineveh was. (Jonah 1:3)

A Mighty Tempest

“But the Lord sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest
on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up.” Jonah 1:4. The mariners
were so afraid that they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the load.

Arise and Call on Your God

When the captain saw that Jonah was fast asleep he challenged him: “What do
you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us
so that we may not perish.” (Jonah 1:6)
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Confession

Jonah confessed: “I am a Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of Heaven, Who
made the sea and the dry land.” He admitted that he was fleeing from doing
his duty. As “the sea was growing more tempestuous” Jonah said that they
should “pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm
for you, for I know that this great tempest is because of me.” Jonah 1:12

Into the Deep

After every attempt to row to land, the sailors, in desperation, cried out to the
Lord: ““We pray, O Lord, please do not let us perish for this manss life, and do
not charge us with innocent blood...” so they picked up Jonah and threw him
into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. Then the men feared the Lord
exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the Lord and took vows.” Jonah 1:14-16.
God is Sovereign. He called Jonah. The Lord sent the storm to prevent Jonah
from fleeing from doing His Will. He controls the winds and the waves. He is
to be feared.

Deliverance from Death

“Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah was in the
belly of the fish for three days and three nights” This great fish was God’s
instrument to rescue Jonah from the perils of the sea. Our Lord Jesus, during
His earthly ministry, referred to the Book of Jonah to communicate truths
concerning His own message and mission. The Lord Jesus spoke of “the sign
of the prophet Jonah”, which was fulfilled, not only in Christ’s Resurrection
from the dead, but in the impact of His message, which brought about
widespread Repentance.

The Worship of True Repentance

“Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish’s belly... ‘I cried out to the
Lord because of my affliction and He answered me... You heard my voice, for
You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the floods surrounded
me; all Your billows and Your waves passed over me... the waters surrounded
me, even to my soul, the deep closed around me; weeds were wrapped around
my head. I went down... yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord
my God. When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the Lord, and my
prayer went up to You, into Your Holy Temple. Those who regard worthless idols
forsake their own mercy, but I will sacrifice to You with a voice of thanksgiving;
I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord!” Jonah 2:1-9

Salvation is of the Lord

“So the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.” Jonah 2:10.
Again Creation responds obediently to the Sovereign commands of the
Creator. The fish which might have been God’s weapon of death, by Grace,
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became God’s tool of deliverance. Jonah declares his loyalty to the Lord and
extols Him as the only source of Salvation and Deliverance. God had
sovereignly moved the prophet Jonah from rebellion and disobedience to
Repentance and obedience, from impairing God’s work of Redemption for
the Ninevites to seeking to bring the message of Repentance to the Gentiles.

Mission to Nineveh

“Now the Word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the Word of the Lord. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly great city, a three day journey in extent. Jonah began to
enter the city on the first day’s walk. Then he cried out and said: ‘Yet 40 days
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” So the people of Nineveh believed God,
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.
Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and laid
aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes. He caused it to
be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by the decree of the king and
his nobles, saying, ‘Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do
not let them eat, or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth
and cry mightily to God; Yes, let everyone turn from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands. Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn
away from His fierce anger so that we may not perish?”” Jonah 3:1-9

A City Transformed

As God had sovereignly moved the prophet Jonah from disobedience to
Repentance, from being an obstacle to bringing Salvation to the Ninevites, to
being a channel, so now God moved the people of Nineveh from idolatry,
violence and cruelty, to Repentance and Faith in Jehovah God.

Mercy

“Then God saw their works that they turned from their evil way and God
relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them and He
did not do it” Jonah 3:10. Jonah’s worst fears were realised when the people
believed, repented, proclaimed a fast and adorned themselves in sackcloth,
the traditional attire of mourning in the Near East. The Repentance was swift,
city-wide and complete.

The Repentance of Nineveh

The reference to the king of Nineveh ordering the entire population to
Repentance has been identified by some scholars with the religious reforms
of Adad-Nirari III (810-783BC). The immediate and spontaneous
wholehearted response of the king and all the subjects of Nineveh in
Repentance and humility, and the royal edict mandating prayer, mourning
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rites and a fast, transformed Nineveh. The royal edict also addressed the most
prominent of Nineveh’s sins: violence. “Let everyone turn from his evil way
and from the violence that is in his hands.” Jonah 3:8

Grace

The king gave personal and corporate expression to the hope that genuine
Repentance would avert the Divine Judgement on Nineveh. As the people of
Nineveh responded positively to the proclamation of imminent Judgement,
the Lord responded by withdrawing His sentence of destruction on the city.

A Reason to Rejoice
Jonah’s message to Nineveh was one of the most influential sermons ever
preached. In a city where the people were likely to ignore, or even kill Jonah,
the miraculous happened. A huge number of people repented. A large and
powerful city was spared from destruction. Surely the prophet should have
been dancing for joy?

The Anger of Jonah

“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry. So he prayed to the
Lord and said: Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my
country?... for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger
and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing harm. Therefore
now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to
live!”” Jonah 4:1-3

Blinded by Anger

Jonah felt that he had a right not to go to Nineveh. He felt he had the right to
preach Judgement and to see Judgement fall. All he could see was his rights,
and he wanted everything to go his way. Jonah seemed oblivious to the
spectacular work of God’s grace that he had just witnessed. Jonah was so
blinded by his rights and offended by what he saw as the wrong actions of
God that Jonah fell into a deep and suicidal depression. “It is better for me to
die than to live!” Jonah 4:3

A Devastating Question

Then the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Jonah 4:4. One short
question. Eight simple words. What did Jonah do when God asked him this
penetrating question? Nothing.

Hoping for Destruction

Jonah was so immersed in self-pity that he did not even reply. Jonah went out
of the city and sat on the East side of the city making himself a shelter. Perhaps
Jonah was still hoping the Ninevites weren't sincere in their Repentance and
that God would still destroy the city.

209



Old Testament Survey Jonah

The Plant and the Worm

“And the Lord prepared a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might
be shade for his head to deliver him from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful
for the plant, but as morning dawned the next day, God prepared a worm and
it so damaged the plant that it withered. And it happened when the sun arose
that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s head so
that he grew faint. Then he wished death for himself and said, it is better for me
to die than to live.” Jonah 4:6-8

Missing the Big Picture

The main thing is the keep the main thing the main thing. Jonah was missing
the big picture. Here he was looking over a vast city which was responding to
God’s Word in humility and Repentance. But Jonah seemed oblivious to this.
All he could see was that his rights had been violated and his enemies were
escaping the Judgement they deserved. Jonah was more concerned about his
comfort and his plant, than about all the people and animals of the great city
of Nineveh.

A Penetrating Question

Like most men, Jonah does not seem to grasp things the first time. So the
Book of Jonah records two calls of God and two questions from God.
Repetition brings Revelation. For a second time God challenges Jonah's
selfishness by asking this dangerous and penetrating question: “’Is it right for
you to be angry about the plant?’ and he said: ‘It is right for me to be angry,
even to death!”” Jonah 4:9

A Catalogue of Complaints

All Jonah could see was the violation of his supposed rights. Jonah complained
that God had sent him where he did not want to go. The Lord had given him
a message that he did not want to deliver. The people had responded in a way
that he had hoped they would not. God had given mercy to people whom
Jonah knew did not deserve it. Then the Lord had taken away “his vine”. In
Jonah’s mind he had every right to be angry. Angry enough to want to die!

An Object Lesson

“But the Lord said, ‘You have had pity on the plant for which you have not
laboured, nor made it grow, which came up in a night and perished in a night.
Should I not pity Nineveh, that great city in which are more than 120,000
persons who cannot discern between their right hand and their left - and much
livestock?” Jonah 4:10-11. There were more than 120,000 children and many
animals in Nineveh. For their sake’s, God chose to be merciful. Jonah seemed
more concerned about his comfort and “his plant” than about all of God’s
creatures in Nineveh.
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Undeserved Favour

In Jonah chapter 2, Jonah had rejoiced over his own deliverance from the
storm. He knew that he had deserved to be thrown overboard and to drown
in the ocean. God had poured out His grace upon him. Undeserved favour.
Yet, while Jonah was happy to receive grace from the hand of God for himself,
he was offended that God had extended similar grace to the Ninevites. Jonah
had hoped that God would destroy Nineveh. He found himself a grandstand
seat where he could watch God rain destruction upon the wicked Nineveh.

Compassion

In the hot Eastern sun he made for himself shade. The Lord prepared a plant
which provided him with shade. With the same Divine hand that in mercy
provided the great fish, which had saved Jonah from the tempest, the same
Lord provided the plant and the shade. Now He prepared a worm to kill the
plant and sent a hot east wind to torment the bitter prophet. God’s Divine
objectlesson is clearly revealed. God is compassionate for people and animals.
The Lord Jesus said not a sparrow can fall to the ground without God caring
(Matthew 10:29).

Demanding our Rights

If God was to give us what we deserve we would receive Eternal Judgement in
hell. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). If we were to fully understand
the holiness of God, and the depravity of man, we would not allow ourselves
to be angered over the apparent violation of our selfish rights. We deserve
eternal damnation. Grace is God’s undeserved favour. Do you have any right
to be angry? No, you certainly do not have any right to be angry, not against
God. God pours out His abundant blessings upon you: Life, family, talents,
gifts, opportunities, every drop of rain that falls, every ray of sunshine, every
breath that we breathe is a gift from Almighty God.

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger; brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Be imitators of God, therefore,
as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and
gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
Ephesians 4:31-5:2
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CHAPTER 30

MICAH

“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of
you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8.

Who is Micah?

The name of the prophet means, ‘who is like the Lord?’ In Micah 7; 8, the
prophet uses a play on his own name by saying: “Who is a God like you?”
Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah who had also ministered in Judah, and
Hosea who ministered to the ten Northern tribes of Israel. While Isaiah was
born of royal blood, in the palace, a cousin of the king, Micah was a simple
man from a poor region in the country.

When Did Micah Minister?
Micah prophesied during the reigns of King Jotham (750-731 B.C.), Ahaz
(731-715 B.C.), and Hezekiah (716-686 B.C.).

The Doom of Israel

The rulers of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, are held directly responsible for
its corruption. Samaria, the capital of Israel, had adopted calf worship, Baal
worship and other Canaanite, Syrian and Assyrian idol worship. God sent
Elijah, Elisha and Amos to warn the ten Northern tribes of Israel to repent,
but they persisted in their wickedness. “Hear, all you peoples! Listen, O earth,
and all that is in it! Let the Lord God be a witness against you, the Lord from His
holy Temple. For behold, the Lord is coming... The mountains will melt under
Him... for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of the house of Israel... I will
make Samaria a heap of ruins... All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces,
and all her pay as a harlot shall be burned with the fire...” Micah 1:2-7.

Structure of Micah

Micah arranged his 19 prophecies into three cycles. Each began with a
warning of impending judgement and concluded with a promise of God’s
mercy. The three sections of Micah deal with: Crime and Punishment
(chapters 1 to 3), Peace and Security (chapters 4 to 5) and Justice and Mercy
(chapters 6 to 7). Micah deals with sin, judgement and Salvation. One third
of Micah targets the sins of God’s people. Another third looks at the
punishments of God to come. Another third of Micah promises hope for the
faithful who repent.

Condemnation and Consolation

Each section begins with condemnation and ends with consolation. Sin must
be punished before it is pardoned. The three main categories of evil
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condemned by the prophet Micah are identified as: Idolatry, Immorality
and Injustice.

Idolatry, Immorality and Injustice

Idolatry insults God by substituting something for God, worshipping anyone
or anything other than God. Immorality is indulging ourselves at the expense
of others and in violation of God’s Law and our commitments. “..Behold,
against this family I am devising disaster... For this is an evil time.” Micah 2:3.
Injustice injures others. “Hear now O heads of Jacob, and you rulers of the
House of Israel: Is it not for you to know justice? You who hate good and love
evil...?” Micah 3:1-3. The rulers of Israel are condemned for exploiting the
people whom they were responsible to serve.

Princes, Priests and Prophets

The princes, priests, prophets, profiteers and people are condemned for the
curse of corruption, covetousness, cheating, cruelty and escalating crime.
“Woe to those who devise iniquity, and work out evil on their beds! ... They covet
fields and take them by violence, also houses, and seize them... A man and his
inheritance.” Micah 2:1-2. “Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who
make my people stray; who chant ‘Peace’...” Micah 3:5.

Bribery and Profiteering

“Now hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel,
who abhor justice and pervert all equity, who build up Zion with bloodshed and
Jerusalem with iniquity: Her heads judge for a bribe, her priests teach for pay,
and her prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on the Lord, and say, Is not the
Lord among us? No harm can come upon us. Therefore because of you Zion
shall be plowed like a field, Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, and the
mountain of the Temple like the bare hills of the forest.” Micah 3:9-12.

False Religion Condemned

The very people who should have upheld the Law of God were being
financially rewarded to say the things that the people wanted to hear. They
were tickling the people’s ears with what they were itching to hear. Prophets
prophesying for profit. Preachers pandering to people’s preferences.
Compromise, cowardice, covetousness. The Prophets, priests, princes,
profiteers and people of Judah are condemned. “But they do not know the
thoughts of the Lord, nor do they understand His counsel...” Micah 4:12.

Idolatry Condemned

“And it shall be in that day’, says the Lord, “That I will cut off... the cities of your
land and throw down all your strongholds. I will cut off sorceries from your
hand, and you shall have no soothsayers. Your carved images I will also cut off,

and your sacred pillars from your midst; you shall no more worship the work of
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your hands; I will pluck your wooden images from your midst; thus I will destroy
your cities. And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury on the nations that
have not heard’” Micah 5:10-15.

What Does God Require of Us?
“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8.

Justice, Mercy and Humility

Justice demands adherence to the Letter of the Law. Mercy requires
compassion. Humility requires an attitude of devotion to God, fearing God
and humbly depending upon Him. Justice requires respect for life, liberty and
property. Just weights and measures. The sanctity of life. Respect for property,
respect for truth, respect for God. Do not slander or gossip, do not hold back
wages overnight, do not move boundary stones. Care for widows and orphans,
the poor, the sick, the handicapped, and the unfortunate. Honour, respect,
consideration, fairness, loyalty, compassion, caring, forgiveness, grace,
generosity and hospitality. Our actions, our motivation and our attitudes are
dealt with here. What does God require of us? Just ethics in all areas of life.
Merciful consideration for others. A humble walk with God, teachable and
dedicated to follow in His footsteps.

Hypocrisy Condemned

In His great rebuke of the Jewish scribes and pharisees in the Temple, in
Matthew 23, the Lord Jesus condemns them because they “..do not do
according to their words; for they say, and do not do. For they bind heavy
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will
not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen
by men... They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues...
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted. ‘But woe to you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the
Kingdom of Heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you
allow those who are entering to go in. Woe to you, scribes and pharisees,
hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long
prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation... ‘Woe to you, blind
guides... Fools and blind! ...For you have neglected the weightier matters of the
Law: justice and mercy and faith...” Matthew 23:3-23.

Justice, Mercy and Faith

In this classic sermon, our Lord Jesus Christ echoes the prophet Micah and
summarises the essence of Micah 6:8: The weightier matters of the Law are:
Justice, Mercy and Faith. Here Faith is plainly equated with walking humbly
with our God.
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Legal Charge Against Israel

Micah presents God’s legal suite against the people of Israel and Judah. “Arise,
plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, O
you mountains, the Lords complaint, and you strong foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a complaint against His people, and He will contend with
Israel” Micah 6:1-2.

Empty Rituals and Worthless Sacrifices

“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, I redeemed you from the house of
bondage; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O My people,
remember now... That you may know the righteousness of the Lord. With what
shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the High God?” Micah 6:4-
6. The Lord condemns the empty rituals and worthless sacrifices of thousands
of lambs and ten thousand rivers of oil as worthless hypocrisy.

Wicked and Deceitful Ways

The Lord condemns the “wickedness... abomination... wicked scales...
deceitful ways... violence... lies... deceitful... therefore I will also make you sick
by striking you, by making you desolate because of your sins... that I may make
you a desolation... therefore you shall bear the reproach of my people.” Micah
6:10-16. “He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God?” Micah 6:8.

Failure to Remove the High Places

King Jothan (750-731 B.C.) was regarded as a good king, but he failed to
remove the high places from the land. These high places were both idolatrous
and also where the Canaanites sacrificed babies. The king should have upheld
the law and ensured that his people did the same.

Encouraging Evil

King Ahaz was an evil king who not only failed to stop the evil practices that
were spreading from the Northern ten tribes of Israel to the southern kingdom
of Judah and from the cities to the country, but he even encouraged it.

Undermining the Foundations of Civilisation

The concentration of sinners in cities accentuates the spread of sin. The
corruption in Jerusalem began to infect and infest the country towns. The
prevalence of bribery amongst judges and corruption of both prophets and
priests and the exploitation of the poor by money changing profiteers eroded
respect for life and property and broke down trust. Family relationships, the
basic building block of society, began to unravel and undermine the very
fabric of the social order. “Shall I count pure those with the wicked scales,

and with the bag of deceitful weights? For her rich men are full of violence,
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her inhabitants have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their
mouth.” Micah 6:11-12.

God’s Law Applied to Every Area of Life

Micah mentions every village name in the Shephelah and twisted each name
to communicate a message of judgement. It was a brilliant example of
preaching, applying God’s Law to every area of life. Micah makes clear that
God holds leaders responsible for the crime and corruption which infests
society.

Debasing Currencies

Dishonest weights and scales, usury, inflation and the debasing of currencies
is condemned as a deceitful abomination that will inevitably bring God’s
judgement upon the wicked. As God is holy and righteous, He cannot tolerate
persistent evil. Idolatry and sorcery, deceit and fraudulent dealings, seizing
lands and confiscating the inheritance of widows and orphans violates God’s
standards of justice and demands decisive condemnation.

Greed and Treachery

“The faithful man has perished from the earth, and there is no one upright

among men. They all lie in wait for blood... The prince asks for gifts, the judge

seeks a bribe... so they scheme together... Do not trust in a friend; do not put

your confidence in a companion... For son dishonours father, daughter rises

against her mother...A man’s enemies are the men of his own household.”
Micah 7:2-6.

Crime and Punishment

The Scripture asks the question: “Why do people commit crime so readily?
Because crime is not punished quickly enough.” Ecclesiastes 8:11. “Woe to those
who call evil good and good evil... who acquit the guilty for a bribe but deny
justice to the innocent.” Isaiah 5:20-23.

The Role of Government

The Bible is very clear that God has instituted Civil government as “an agent
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer” Romans 13:4. Civil
government is called to be a minister of God’s justice: “To punish those who do
wrong” (1 Peter 2:14). “Bloodshed pollutes the land and atonement cannot be
made for the land on which blood has been shed, except by the blood of the one
who shed it” Numbers 35:33.

Minister of Justice

“Administer justice every morning; rescue from the hand of his oppressor the
one who has been robbed, or My wrath will break out and burn like fire because
of the evil you have done - burn with no one to quench it.” Jeremiah 21:12.
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“Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor, or favouritism to the
rich, but judge your neighbour fairly” Leviticus 19:15.

Unjust Weights and Measurements

Biblical economics forbids unjust weights and measures. “Do not use dishonest
standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. Use honest scales and
honest weights... I am the Lord your God.” Leviticus 19:35-36.

Honest Money

Throughout the Bible, money is spoken of by weight. God’s Law requires that
financial transactions be made in terms of honest measures. Inflation is the
theft of wages and the destruction of savings by the devaluing of currency.
Inflation is essentially dishonesty — a hidden tax — where “Silver has become
dross” Isaiah 1:22.

“The Lord abhors dishonest scales, but accurate weights are His delight.”
Proverbs 11:1.

“Skimping the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest scales...
I will never forgive” Amos 8:5-7.

The Lord forbids the taxation of inheritance (1 Kings 21:3). Land does not
belong to any government. Civil servants may not tax land, nor the inheritance
left by a righteous man to his descendants.

“I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before
Me in the gap on behalf of the land so that I would not have to destroy it...”
Ezekiel 22:30.

Israel Judged

The people of Israel (the Northern ten tribes), ignored the prophetic warning
of Micah and Amos and so they were overrun by the Assyrians. The capital of
Israel, Samaria, fell in 722 C.C. to the Assyrian King Shalmaneser V (727-722
B.C.).

Judah Repents and is Delivered

However under King Hezekiah (715-686 B.C.) the Southern Kingdom of
Judah, repented and turned back to the Lord (2 Chronicles 29 to 31). As a
result the Lord delivered Jerusalem from Sennacherib of Assyria (2 Chronicles
32). When Sennacherib of Assyria besieged Jerusalem in 701 B.C. (2 Kings
18-19; 2 Chronicles 32). The Lord sent His Angel to deliver Jerusalem (2
Chronicles 32: 21). The Kingdom of Judah endured another 150 years after
the fall of the capital of Israel, Samaria.

Fulfilled Prophecy
Micah 1:5-6 records a prophecy that Samaria, the capital of the Northern
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Kingdom of Israel, would be destroyed. It would be turned into a vineyard
and its foundations would be uncovered. In fact, the walls of Samaria were
cast down 722 B.C. and today vineyards grow where once the capital of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel stood. Archaeologists have excavated to expose
the very foundations of the city. “Remember the former things of old; for I am
God, and there is no other; I am God and there is none like Me, declaring the
end from the beginning and from ancient times things that are not yet done.”
Isaiah 46:9-10.

Refugees Undermine the Social Order

When Samaria fell (in 722 B.C.), thousands of refugees poured into Judah,
bringing their religious syncretism, the worship of the Canaanite fertility god
Baal, social corruption and rampant immorality with them. Micah’s bold
message of Judgement and call for Repentance made King Hezekiah to call
his people to repentance and Reformation.

Justice and Mercy

Micah reveals both the justice and mercy of God. God’s holiness requires that
sin be punished. God’s love mercifully provides atonement for the repentant.
Changed hearts always lead to changed lives. Justice, mercy and a humble
walk of Faith. God’s judgement on the unrepentant is inevitable and God’s
blessings upon those who repent is proclaimed. God is consistent in judging
sin and He is faithful to the remnant of His people who repent. At the Cross
we see God’s perfect justice (the death penalty for sin) and also God’s perfect
mercy that the repentant go free, because the Just has died in the place of the
unjust.

Christ in Micah

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel,
whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting” Micah 5:2. It is this
passage from Micah that is quoted in Matthew 2:5-6 when the wise men from
the East were seeking the One who was to be born King: “But you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.”

From Everlasting

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His Name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His Government
and peace there will be no end, upon the Throne of David and over His Kingdom,
to order it and establish it with judgement and justice from that time forward,
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:6-7.
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The Bread of Life and the Lamb of God

The King will come to Bethlehem, a most unlikely place. Bethlehem was
small and insignificant, apart from its provision of bread for the Jerusalem
market and lambs for the Temple sacrifices. Yet the prophecy of Micah 5:2
was fulfilled. Through the decree of Caesar Augustus for registration for a
poll tax, Mary and Joseph came to Bethlehem and a Child was born, a Son
was given, the Bread of life and the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of
the world.

“He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths. For out of Zion
the Law shall go forth, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall
judge between many nations and rebuke strong nations afar off... We will
walk in the Name of the Lord our God forever and ever.” Micah 4:2-5.

“He delights in mercy. He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue
our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”
Micah 7:18-19.

“He pleads my case and executes justice for me. He will bring me forth to the
light; I will see His righteousness.” Micah 7:9.

“As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show them
wonders.” Micah 7:15.

“Therefore I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; My
God will hear me.” Micah 7:7.

The Prince of Peace

“Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s
House shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted
above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it. Many nations shall come and say,
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the House of the God of
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths. For out of Zion
the Law shall go forth, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge
between many peoples, and rebuke strong nations afar off; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” Micah 4:1-3

The Arrogance of the UN

It is the last part of that prophecy that is dishonestly plagiarised by the United
Nations, who have placed that Messianic prophecy in stone outside the UN
Headquarters in New York: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.” Incredibly, the UN misappropriates this

Messianic prophecy to themselves, without attributing its source. The United
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Nations is not even capable of bringing peace to Somalia or Bosnia. How do
they expect to bring peace to the whole world?! There is no peace without
the Prince of Peace.

Rescuing the Remnant

“In that day, says the Lord, T will assemble the lame, I will gather the outcast
and those whom I have afflicted; I will make the lame a remnant, and the
outcast a strong nation; so the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion from
now on, even forever.” Micah 4:6-7.

A Man’s Enemies Will be Those of His Own Household

When the Lord sent out His twelve Apostles, He quoted Micah 7:6: “Do not
think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies
will be those of his own household. He who loves father or mother more than Me
is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not
worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My
sake will find it” Matthew 10:34-39.

Thy Will Be Done

When we pray the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed
be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven...”
we are praying for the fulfilment of what the prophet Micah proclaimed:
“That the mountain of the Lords House shall be established on the top of the
mountains and shall be exalted above the hills and peoples shall flow to it. And
many nations shall come and say ‘Come let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord... He will teach us His ways and we shall walk in His paths... the Law shall
go forth in the Word of the Lord. He shall judge between many nations... we
will walk in the Name of the Lord our God, forever and ever.”

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER31

NAHUM

“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those
who trust in Him” Nahum 1:7.

About 150 years after Jonah had been sent to Nineveh, Nahum delivered ‘a burden
against Nineveh” (about 660 B.C.). In the Book of Jonah we see that God controls
the forces of nature (the storm, the whale and the worm). In the Book of Nahum,
we see that God controls the forces of history (the rise and fall of nations).

Understand the Times

This often neglected and disparaged Book of Nahum provides us with a vital
key for understanding past, present and future history. Events do not occur as
random happenings. Every particular aspect and direction of history is
determined by the will, purpose and power of God. Everything has
consequences.

God is Sovereign

The Lord, the incomparable and all-powerful Creator God, is the Eternal
Judge. He holds universal dominion over every state and nation. He is the
King of kings and the Lord of lords. As a holy, covenant keeping God, He
deserves, desires and demands undivided loyalty and complete obedience
from everyone, everywhere, at all times. Rejection of Almighty God and
violation of His Laws inevitably lead not only to serious consequences in
society and nature, but inevitably evoke His wrath and judgement.

Atonement is Essential

God’s patience must never be misunderstood as weakness. Sin cannot be left
unpunished. Neither personal sin, or national sin, will be left unpunished.
“The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and will not at all acquit the
wicked” Nahum 1:3. Justice must be done. Atonement for sin is essential.

Who is Nahum?
Nahum is described as an Elokoshite. He was from the Ten Northern Tribes
of Israel, which had been defeated and deported into exile by the Assyrian
king Shalmaneser. As the descendant of refugees who had fled the Northern
Kingdom of Israel and settled in Galilee, Nahum grew up in the same area
that Jonah had come from. The town of Capernaum means “the village of
Nahum.” It could be that because of the fame of the prophet Nahum, this
town was later named after him. Nahum never returned from his mission to
Nineveh. His tomb can still be found on the West Bank of the Tigris River
today. The name Nahum means comfort, or consolation. Nahum is a short
form of Nehemiah (comfort of Yahweh).
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When Was Nahum Written?

As the Book alludes to the conquest of Thebes (663 B.C.), we know that it was
written after that time. We also know that it was written long before the Fall
of Nineveh, which occurred in 612 B.C. The most likely date of the prophecy
is between 660 - 650 B.C.,, in the days of King Manasseh of Judah.

The Deliverance of Jerusalem

During the reign of King Hezekiah, the king of Assyria, Sennacherib came
and besieged Jerusalem. The city was delivered when an Angel of the Lord
killed 185,000 of the Assyrian army surrounding them. Nahum had been
alive at the time and would have witnessed the siege of Jerusalem and its
miraculous deliverance (as recorded in 2 Kings 19). “God is jealous, and the
Lord avenges; the Lord avenges and is furious. The Lord will take vengeance
on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies” Nahum 1:2.

The Greatest City of the Ancient World

Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire, which had destroyed Israel.
Nineveh was founded by Nimrod, shortly after the Flood. 300 miles North of
Babylon, Nineveh rose to world power by 900 B.C. The Assyrian Empire was
mighty and brutal, feeding on the blood of the nations (Nahum 2:11-13). The
great city of Nineveh was about 30 miles long and 10 miles wide. It was
protected by 5 walls and 3 moats, built by the forced labour of countless
foreign captives and slaves. Built at the junction of the Tigris and Khoser
Rivers, it was protected by walls 100 feet high and broad enough on top to
have four chariots drive abreast the 8 miles circuit defending the inner city
fortress.

The Destruction of Nineveh

About 40 years after Nahum’s prophecy, the Babylonians and Medes rose up
against the Assyrians and besieged Nineveh. After 2 years of intense siege, a
sudden flooding of the river washed away part of the defensive walls and
everything came to pass exactly as Nahum had pictured:. “The gates of the
rivers are opened and the palace is dissolved...”, “the prancing horses, the
cracking whips, the rattling wheels of chariots, the flashing swords, great heaps
of dead bodies”, it all come to pass exactly as the prophet Nahum had described
in such vivid and shocking detail. ... The gates of your land are wide open
for your enemies; fire shall devour the bars of your gates” Nahum 3:13.

God Dug Nineveh’s Grave

It is a terrifying thing to have Almighty God declare: “Behold I am against
you” Nahum 3:5. “I will dig your grave, for you are vile” Nahum 1:14. The
destruction of Nineveh was so complete that even its site was forgotten. When
Alexander the Great fought the famous Battle of Arbela (331 B.C.), near the
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site of Nineveh, he did not even know that there had been a city there 300
years before. So completely had all traces of the glory of the Assyrian Empire
disappeared that many scholars came to wonder if the references to it in the
Bible, and other ancient histories, were mythical.

The Excavations of Nineveh

In 1820, the English archaeologist, Claude James Rich, excavated the ruins of
Nineveh. In 1845, Layard uncovered the ruins of the magnificent palaces of
Sennacherib and Assurbanipal. Other archaeological discoveries were made
by Rassam and Rawlingson (1852-1854), uncovering the famous library of
Assurbanipal, with its 100,000 volumes. Much of these treasures are now in
the British Museum. These extensive archaeological findings and remarkable
manuscripts confirm the prophecies in the Bible.

Superpower Doomed to Destruction

When Nahum gave his shocking prophecy of impending destruction, Assyria
was at the height of her power. Her borders extended all the way to Egypt.
Nahum shows what God can do with a wicked, cruel and merciless people.
God will utterly destroy the wicked.

Pride Comes Before a Fall

The response of the people of Nineveh to the message of Jonah, their
repentance, spared their city for generations. However, now the Assyrians
had returned to idolatry, violence and arrogance. God raised up the
Babylonians, with their red uniforms and red shields, to destroy Assyria at
the zenith of her power. The moat surrounding Nineveh, 100 feet wide and 60
feet deep, could not keep out the flood of destruction as the peoples who had
been looted and oppressed by the Assyrians exacted a fearful revenge. The
wealthiest and most splendid city in the world at that time was looted and
burned and fell into ruin and rubble, buried in time under shifting sands of
the expanding desert.

Judge and Father

The Book of Nahum reveals the justice of God. He must avenge all crime. In
Nahum, Chapter 1, we see that God is the Eternal Judge and He is a loving
and compassionate Father. God’s acts of Judgement are both retributive and
redemptive. He destroys His enemies, but He redeems His people. As a
Judge, God is jealous, vengeful, furious, full of wrath, great in power, He will
not acquit the wicked, He is indignant at sin (Nahum 1:6). However, as a
compassionate Father, God is slow to anger, good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble and He knows those who trust Him (Nahum 1:3,7). Do you trust in
God?
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The Day of the Lord

There is a Day coming when the whole world will face God’s wrath. The Book
of Revelation speaks of a Day when people would rather be swallowed up in
an earthquake, then face the justice of God. They will be calling for the
mountains to fall upon them, to cover them from the wrath of God. Nahum
reveals that God allots every nation its place, in time and space. Nations are
allowed to rise. It is God who allows rulers to rise up and it is He who will
bring them down. Those who make themselves the enemies of God will be
destroyed by Him. Divine intervention will always mean disaster for the
enemies of God, but deliverance for His faithful servants.

God is Jealous

God is described as a jealous God. “God is jealous, and the Lord avenges; the
Lord avenges and is furious. The Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries,
and He reserves wrath for His enemies” Nahum 1:2. God is a jealous God. He
is not envious. Envy is wanting something that belongs to someone else.
Jealousy is wanting what is rightfully your own. You may be envious about
somebody else’s wife. That would be sin. But it would not be sinful to be jealous
for your own wife. So God is jealous for His Name, His people, and His
Creation. God will destroy those who destroy His creatures and His people.

The Structure of Nahum
Chapter 1, deals with Who? The Character of God. Immortal, Infinite and
Invincible.

Chapter 2, describes How will Nineveh be destroyed? Invasion.
Chapter 3, describes Why will Nineveh be judged? Immorality and Idolatry.

Nineveh Will Fall

The first chapter of Nahum is an acrostic poem, where each verse begins with
the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Chapter 1 proclaims that Nineveh will
fall, because God is holy, just, all-seeing and all-knowing.

Nineveh Will Be Invaded
Chapter 2 describes how it will fall. A lion was the national emblem of Assyria.
Yet God is The Lion and no one can resist His power.

Nineveh is Evil

Chapter 3 of Nahum explains why Nineveh will be destroyed: corruption,
theft, looting, bribery, cruelty, immorality, idolatry and sorcery. “Woe to the
bloody city! It is full of lies and robbery. Its victim never departs... Because
of the multitude of harlotries of the seductive harlot, the mistress of sorceries,
who sells nations through her harlotries, and families through her sorceries.
Behold, ‘I am against you’, says the Lord of hosts” Nahum 3:1-5.
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The Victims of Nineveh Will Rejoice

Nineveh was an arrogant, wicked, deceitful power, unscrupulous in its lust
for loot. Devious and demonic in its betrayal of nations, indulgence in
immorality and occultism. “Your injury has no healing, your wound is
severe. All who hear news of you will clap their hands over you, for upon
whom has not your wickedness passed continually?” Nahum 3:19. Be kind to
people on your way up, you will meet the same people on the way down!
What you sow is what you will reap.

We Are Answerable to God

We live in a moral universe, controlled by a God who will ultimately put all wrongs
right. God sees everything. No crime can go unpunished. God is not short-sighted.
He cannot overlook sin. He does not condone evil. Pride will always lead to a fall.
We are all answerable to God for the way that we treat His creatures and one
another. No one can escape accountability to our Creator and Eternal Judge. It is
appointed unto man once to die and after that the Judgement (Hebrews 9:27).

God Will Put All Things Right

God’s people are not immune from trouble and tribulation. Yes, God’s people
suffer injustice, persecution and tribulation. But the Day will come when
God will put all things right. The Kingdom is the Lord’s and every people, in
every nation, owe allegiance to the King of kings and Lord of lords. He knows
those who are His (Nahum 1:7). Do you know God? Does He know you?
Jesus said that His sheep now His voice and they follow Him. Jesus said those
who love Him, obey His Commandments.

God is Holy

The holiness of God requires Him to deal with sin in Judgement. Romans
3:23-26 declares: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being
justified freely by His grace through the Redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God set forth as a propitiation by His Blood, through Faith, to demonstrate
His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that
were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness,
that He might be Just and the Justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”

The Necessity for the Cross

In the Book of the vision of Nahum, we can see the necessity of the Cross of
Christ because God is a jealous and avenging God. He must punish sin.
Justice must be satisfied. God has, in Christ, taken upon Himself, the sins of
His people, and fully paid our debts through His Blood. Those who surrender
to Christ can have their sins washed away. Those who reject Christ and
continue in their rebellion to Almighty God will face God’s wrath on the Day
of Judgement. Any person, or nation, that deliberately, and persistently,
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rejects God and violates His Laws can be sure of His condemnation.

God Will Destroy His Enemies
God is the sure Destroyer of His enemies and the sure Protector of His people.
Assyria had lied, plundered, stolen and betrayed. Her idols could not save
her. Nineveh will be ashamed and despised. “I will cast abominable filth upon
you, make you vile, and make you a spectacle” Nahum 3:6. Nineveh is a type
of all nations that turn their backs on God. In arrogance, many nations
depend upon their own economic, or military, power, but they forget that it is
“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of hosts”
Zechariah 4:6.

The Day of the Lord Will Come

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but
is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance. But the Day of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are
in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be, in holy conduct and godliness,
looking for and hastening the coming of the Day of God, because of which
the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” 2 Peter 3:9-13.

Capernaum

Capernaum (the village of Nahum) had the privilege of the Lord, Himself,
teaching and healing in their streets and homes. However, the Lord Jesus said
that it would be better on the Day of Judgement for those from Sodom and
Gomorrah, than for Capernaum. To whom much is given, much is required.
To whom much more is given, much more is required. Capernaum rejected
the Lord and so, like Nineveh, Capernaum also lies in ruins.

Nineveh Will Rebuke Us

Jesus rebuked the people of Judah, saying that the men of Nineveh will rise up
in the Judgement and condemn them because Nineveh repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed Jesus is greater than Jonah. “The men of
Nineveh will rise up in the judgement with this generation and condemn it”
Matthew 12:41.

“What do you conspire against the Lord? He will make an utter end of it...”
Nahum 1:9. Those who conspire against the Lord will inevitably fail. The New
World Order, like every empire before, will ultimately fail and the Day will

come when every knee will bow before Christ (Psalm 2).
226



Old Testament Survey Nahum

Good Tidings

“Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good tidings, who
proclaims peace!...” Nahum 1:15. Luke 1:19 alludes to these good tidings and
Romans 10:14-15 quotes from this passage in Nahum: “How then shall they
call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Gospel of peace, who
bring glad tidings of good things!”

Dr. Peter Hammond
Livingstone Fellowship
P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725
(3 Cape Town South Africa
4 mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 32

HABAKKUK

“For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Glory of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea.” Habakkuk 2:14

Habakkuk is of great relevance to us today. It deals with difficult questions:
Why do the innocent suffer?

Why do the guilty go free?

Why does God not punish the wicked?

How can a Holy God overlook the wickedness all around us?

Who was Habakkuk?

Habakkuk means one who embraces, it is a wrestling term. Habakkuk worked
in the Temple in Jerusalem. He was a contemporary of Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Daniel and Zephaniah.

When Did Habakkuk Minister?

Habakkuk prophesied during the final days of the Assyrian Empire and at the
beginning of the rise of Babylon. Habakkuk had lived through the Reforms of
king Josiah (2 Kings 22 & 23), who had abolished many of the idolatrous
practices of his father, Amon, and grandfather, Manasseh (2 Kings 21:11-22).
The Empire of Assyria had fallen, just as Nahum had prophesied. Egypt and
Babylon were contending for dominance. In 605 B.C., the good king Josiah had
been killed at the battle of Carchemish. The burden of Habakkuk was published
during the early years of the reign of king Jehoiakim (609 - 598 B.C.).

A Time of Apostasy

It was a time of increasing moral and spiritual deterioration in Judah. The evil
reign of Jehoiakim was a sad contrast to the days before him, under his father,
king Josiah (Jeremiah 22-26).

Interrogatory Prayer

The Book of Habakkuk is set in dialogue form (as is Job). Habakkuk believed
in interrogatory prayer. Intercessory prayer is when we ask God for things.
Interrogatory payer is when we ask God questions. Habakkuk complains to
God about the “violence... iniquity... trouble... plundering..” (1:2-3).
Malicious wickedness by those who are meant to be God’s people demand
action from God. “The law is powerless, and justice never goes forth. For the
wicked surround the righteous; therefore perverse judgement proceeds.” (1:4).

Why?
Habakkuk had trouble reconciling his faith in a good, righteous, just and all-
powerful God with the prevalent wickedness in Jerusalem. He was troubled
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with an eternal: “Why?”

Why does a Holy God allow such terrible crimes to go unchecked?
Why do the wicked prosper?
Why does God seem to be silent in times of disaster?

The Structure of Habakkuk

Chapter 1: Grappling with the problems of wickedness.
Chapter 2: Grasping the significance of God’s Judgement.
Chapter 3: Glorying in God’s Sovereignty.

Grappling with Grievous Evil

Habakkuk was confused and bewildered. He had lived during the days of the
great Reformation under king Josiah. He had seen the evil empire of Assyria
collapse. But now he was seeing the rise of another wicked power, Babylon.
The world seemed to be in upheaval. Violence was abounding. Lawlessness
was prevalent. God’s people were being oppressed. Blatant idolatry was
replacing the worship of the one true God. Justice was being subverted and
“therefore perverse judgement proceeds...”

A Terrifying Judgement

God responds to the prophet Habakkuk: “Look among the nations and watch
- be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days, which you will not
believe, though it were told you. For indeed I am raising up the Chaldeans...
terrible and dreadful... fierce... they all come for violence” (Habakkuk 1:5-9).

How Can God Allow Wicked Nations to Prevail?

Habakkuk is astounded and dismayed. But the Babylonians seem even worse
than the Assyrians! “Are you not from everlasting, O Lord My God, my Holy
One... You are of purer eyes than to behold evil...” (1:12-13). Habakkuk was
burdened with his backslidden people and broken world, he knew that God
must judge evil, but how could a Holy God use such wicked people as the
Babylonians to fulfil His purposes? How could a Holy God use such a wicked
nation as the Chaldeans to judge the nation like Judah, which was not nearly

as bad as they who “continue to slay nations without pity” (1:17).

Waiting on the Watchtower

Habakkuk declares that he will go up to the watchtower and stand on the
ramparts to await the answer of the Lord “to see what He will say to me, and
what I will answer when I am corrected” (2:1).

Write and Warn

The Lord responds, commanding Habakkuk to: “write the vision and make

it plain on tablets...” (2:2). God tells Habakkuk that he is achieving nothing

by sitting on the watchtower. He needs to go down into the streets and write
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what God has told him for passers-by to read it. Habakkuk needs to be
warning the people, not sitting at a distance to watch and see whether God
will do what He has promised.

Five Woes on Babylon
God declares five woes upon the Chaldeans:

1. Injustice - plundering nations by extortion, looting the fruits of
other people’s labours. “Who increases what is not his.” God hates
theft and robbery. Unjust weights and measures are an abomination
to Him.

2. Covetousness - “Woe to him who covets evil gain...”, “you give
shameful counsel to your house, cutting off many peoples, and sin
against your soul” Greed and envy will reap judgement, “because he
enlarges his desire as hell and he is like death and cannot be satisfied”
(2:5).

3. Bloodshed - “Woe to him who builds a town with bloodshed, who
establishes a city by iniquity!” (2:12) Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a disgrace to any people.

4. Drunkenness - “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbour, pressing
him to your bottle, even to make him drunk...”, “for the violence done
to Lebanon will cover you, and the plunder of beasts which made them
afraid, because of men’s blood and the violence of the land and the city,
and of all who dwell in it” (2:17). The destruction of the forests of
Lebanon and the mass killing of animals for ivory, tusks and skins,
the Lord will call men to account. The Lord has forbidden the
chopping down of fruit trees during times of war. Drunkenness,
debauchery and destruction of God’s forests and creatures will be
judged.

5. Idolatry - Those who worship man-made idols carved out of wood,
stone and metal are ignoring the one true God. Idolatry is the most
condemned sin in the Bible.

“But the Lord is in His Holy Temple, let all the earth keep silence before
Him. Habakkuk 2:20

Babylon Will Be Judged

Raising up the Babylonians to judge His wicked people does not mean that
God will allow them to get away with their evil. Make no mistake, Babylon
will be judged. But first God is going to use Babylon to judge Judah and
Jerusalem.
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Woes Pronounced by Christ Jesus

On the shores of Galilee, our Lord Jesus Christ pronounced a curse on three
of the towns: “Woe to you Capernaum”, “Woe to you Bethsaida”, “Woe to you
Korazin”. However, the Lord did not pronounce any woe against Tiberias. If
you go to the Lake of Galilee today, you will have to stay in Tiberias, because

the other towns that Jesus declared woes against, have all disappeared.

Babylon will be Covered in Shame, But the Earth will be Covered with
God’s Glory

Babylon’s glory will be covered with shame, because of their drunken
debauchery, shameful conduct, ruthless exploitation, plundering nations,
extorting people and destroying the forests and wildlife. God will cover Babylon
with shame and utterly destroy them. But “the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the Glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (2:14).

The Just Shall Live by Faith

“Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his
faith” Habakkuk 2:4. The proud trusts in himself. However, the righteous
trust in God. The just shall live by faith. The Apostle Paul uses Habakkuk 2:4,
as a foundational text for the proclamation of the Gospel. “For I am not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to Salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith. As it is written, the just
shall live by faith.” Romans 1:16-17

How Can a Holy God Allow Sinful People into His Heaven

True saving faith is supernatural, a gracious gift of God that He produces in
the regenerate heart. Only by means of God’s grace, received by faith, can a
person appropriate and experience true righteousness. Sin is incompatible
with God’s Holiness. How can a Holy God allow sinful people, like you and I,
into His Heaven? Only by Divine intervention. The Cross of Christ and the
final Judgement are fulfilments of this Revelation in Habakkuk.

Justification by Faith

Habakkuk can be called a forerunner of the Reformation. This verse in
Habakkuk 2:4, as explained by the Apostle Paul, deeply influenced the
Reformers, Dr. Martin Luther and John Calvin. “The just shall live by faith”
became watchwords and battle cries of the Reformation, proclaiming the
foundational doctrine of Justification by Faith.

Perseverance of the Faithful

The word in Hebrew used for Faith, in Habakkuk 2:4, also means faithfulness,

indicating an ongoing condition of walking and living by faith. Faith is plainly

not a one-time act of token commitment, but a way of life. A true believer will
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habitually persevere in faith throughout his life.

Salvation Comes Through Christ and is Received by Faith

In Galatians, the Apostle Paul refers again to this key verse in Habakkuk: “For
as many as are of the works of the Law are under the curse; for it is written,
cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in
the Book of the Law, to do them, but that no one is justified by the Law in the
sight of God is evident, for the just shall live by faith... Now to Abraham and
his seed were the promises made. He does not say, unto seeds, as of many,
but as of one, and to your Seed, who is Christ. And this I say, that the Law,
which was 430 years later, cannot allow the Covenant that was confirmed
before by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect. For if
the inheritance is of the Law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to
Abraham by a promise.” Galatians 3:10-18

“Therefore the Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith.” Galatians 3:24

The Wicked are Doomed to Destruction - But the Righteous Will
Flourish

The Chaldeans, drunk with the blood of nations they have plundered, shall,
in time, be destroyed. Yet God’s people will flourish and the glory of the Lord
will fill the earth. The wicked are doomed. However, for God’s people, there is
a glorious future. What man means for evil, God can use for good. “All things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose.” God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and
His ways above our ways. (Isaiah 55:9).

Ask the Tough Questions

Habakkuk confirms that yes, the world is full of suffering and evil. We live in
a fallen world. However, it is not wrong to ask hard questions of God. It is
good to think through our Faith and face up to the difficult questions which
life throws at us. Although we may not always understand what God is doing
behind the scenes, we can be absolutely confident in His eternal purposes.
We may not understand God’s will, but we can trust it!

Injustice on Earth Demands Judgement in Heaven

Much of man’s wickedness fails to receive justice on earth, in this life. However,
the problem of suffering points us beyond this life to the next. There is a Day
of Judgement coming. The Eternal Creator, our Eternal Judge, will call all to
account and will put all things right at the end.
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God in Habakkuk

Habakkuk reveals much about the character of God. God is Holy (1:12,13;
3:3), Just (1:12), Sovereign (2:20; 3:19), Unchanging (1:12; 3:6), Merciful
(3:2), The Saviour (3:13,18), The Judge (2:13,16; 3:3-15), and The Revealer of
Truth (2:2). Jesus is: “the God of My Salvation” (3:18).

A Prayer for Revival

The Prophet responds to God’s Revelation with a heartfelt prayer for Revival:
“O Lord, I have heard your speech and was afraid; O Lord revive Your work in
the midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it known, in wrath,
remember mercy” (3:2).

A Psalm Set to Music
The third chapter is a prophesy set to music. Moses, Deborah, Samuel, Saul,
Elijah, Ezekiel and David, also set Psalms to music, but this is fairly rare
amongst the prophets.

Contrasts in Habakkuk
There is a tremendous change between chapters 1, 2 of Habakkuk and of
chapter 3.

Chapters 1 — 2 Chapter 3

Wrestling with God Resting in God

Miserable Joyful

Shouting Singing

Prayer Praise

Impatient Patient

Asks for Justice Asks for Mercy

Depressed Rejoicing

God is apparently inactive God is active in the past and future

Celebrating God’s Wrath, Justice and Power

Habakkuk 3 ends with a hymn of praise and trust in the Lord and a Doxology.
The glory and brightness of God’s light is celebrated. His power is recognised
- even in pestilences, fevers, afflictions, in His anger and wrath. The weapons
of God are recognised in His bow and arrows, in His chariots of Salvation, his
spears, earthquakes, floods, the trampling of nations in anger, through the
whirlwind and “You walked through the sea”, “That I might rest in the day of
trouble when He comes up to the people, He will invade them with His troops”

(3:16).
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Yet Will I Rejoice in the Lord

“Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vine; though the
labour of the olive may fail and the fields yield no food; though the flock may
be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls - yet I will rejoice
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. The Lord God is my
strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on
my high hills.” Habakkuk 3:17-19. Joy is a choice in spite of our circumstances.
“Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping,
bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.” Psalm 126:5-6

Confidence in our Creator

Even if everything that was normal and predictable collapses, the prophet
will still rejoice in God, for who He is, not only for what He does. Even on
precipitous mountain heights we can trust God to make our feet as sure
footed as a deer. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. God imparts
strength, skill and steadfastness to His servants.

Hebrews Quotes Habakkuk

“For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of
God, you may receive the promise; for yet a little while, and He who is
coming will come and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; but if
anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of those
who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the
soul” Hebrews 10:36-39

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za
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CHAPTER 33

ZEPHANIAH

“Seek the Lord, all you meek of the earth, who have upheld His justice. Seek
righteousness seek humility...” Zephaniah 2:3

Who was Zephaniah?

Zephaniah was the first of the 7" Century B.C. prophets, beginning his
ministry earlier than Jeremiah and Nahum. The prophecies of Zephaniah
come after 70 years of silence. Since the murder of the prophet Isaiah there
had been no Word from God until Zephaniah delivered these prophecies in
the days of King Josiah. Zephaniah is the only prophet whose descent is
traced back four generations. Zephaniah 1:1 makes clear that the prophet
was a direct descendant of King Hezekiah, his great, great grandfather.
Therefore Zephaniah was a cousin of the reigning King Josiah.

Hidden by God

Hezekiah was the last good king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah (Isaiah
36-39). During the reign of king Manasseh, who reigned for 55 years, royal
offspring were sacrificed to the god Molech, under the king’s direction. The
name Zephaniah means “hidden by God”. The fact that Zephaniah survived
the slaughter under the wicked king Manasseh is a testimony to the truth of
his name. God had hidden and preserved Zephaniah to be a prophet for His
people.

Human Sacrifices and Perversion

After the reign of King Hezekiah, the nation of Judah had drifted far from
God. Manasseh was involved with astrology and spiritist mediums, in
defiance of the Laws of God. Incited by Manasseh, the people of Judah turned
to child sacrifice and the worship of Molech. Manasseh had phallic symbols
and pornographic Asherah poles built on high places and encouraged the
people of Judah to turn to the fertility cults, with all their sexual perversions
and child sacrifices.

Worse than the Canaanites

Idolatry always leads to immorality. ~Amidst the spiritual confusion,
compromise, cowardice and corruption, moral chaos escalated and, in 2
Chronicles, God declared that the people of Judah under Manasseh had
become even more evil than the original Canaanites. God had removed the
wicked Canaanites as a judgement upon them for their idolatry, immorality,
perversion, violence and human sacrifice. Now the Judeans had become even
worse than the people they had replaced. After the oppressive and evil reign
of Manasseh followed the weak king Amon, who did nothing to rectity the
situation, and Judah continued to apostatise. Amon was assassinated after

only two years on the throne.
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Josiah’s Choice

Josiah was only 8 years old when he became King of Judah. Effectively, the
High Priest, Hilkiah, was the real ruler of Judah in those earlier years. With
both good and bad kings in his ancestry, it was not clear what direction
Josiah's reign would take: the godly Hezekiah, his great, great grandfather, or
Manasseh, his grandfather?

The Day of the Lord

It was at this critical time that God sent the prophet Zephaniah to proclaim
the Day of the Lord to the people of Judah. The term ‘Day of the Lord’ is
mentioned 23 times in the book of Zephaniah. The ‘Day of the Lord’ is
described as a day of wrath and anger from Almighty God against the wicked.
The expression Day of the Lord’ is used by Zephaniah more than by any Old
Testament writer. The ‘Day of the Lord’ describes a day of distress, desolation,
darkness, devastation, disaster, Divine wrath, doom and destruction. “I will
utterly consume everything from the face of the land, says the Lord...I will
cut off man from the face of the land, says the Lord. I will stretch out My
hand against Judah, and against all the inhabitant of Jerusalem. I will cut
off every trace of Baal from this place, the names of the idolatrous priests,
with the pagan priests...those who have turned back from following the
Lord, and have not sought the Lord, nor inquired of Him.” Zephaniah 1:2-6

When God Audits Us

The Day of the Lord is described as an era of punishing wickedness, putting
things right, righting wrongs and vindicating righteousness. The term
indicates a time of spiritual audit when all records are examined, evaluated
and set right. Fraud, extortion and embezzlement will be punished.
Faithfulness will be rewarded. The Day of the Lord is like an eternal audit.

Structure of Zephaniah
The first third of the book of Zephaniah deals with: Look within. God’s
judgements are coming upon God’s Covenant people.

The second third of Zephaniah deals with: Look around. Judgement is
coming to every nation throughout the world.

The last third of Zephaniah deals with: Look ahead. God’s Kingdom will
ultimately triumph and all nations, races and languages will worship the
Lord. His praise will be sung throughout the whole earth.

1. Look Within

God’s judgements are coming upon God’s Covenant people. The Sovereign
Lord is determined to root out all evil. He will conduct a thorough search in
order to find, and destroy, all wickedness. “And it shall come to pass at that
time that 1 will search Jerusalem with lamps, and punish the men who are

settled in complacency..” Zephaniah 1:12
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Sins Identified

The sins in Judah identified by the prophet Zephaniah are: idolatry,
immorality, inter-faith compromise with other religions (syncretism),
violence, deceit, failure to enquire of the Lord or to seek Him, complacency,
greed, pride, arrogance, an unwillingness to be taught, lack of response to
correction and rebuke, and lack of gratitude. “..I will punish the princes and
the king’s children, and all such as are clothed with fine apparel. In the same
day I will punish all those...with violence and deceit...and punish the men who
are settled in complacency...” Zephaniah 1:8-12

Judgement Begins in the House of God

In the light of these teachings from the prophet Zephaniah, the apostle Peter
writes: “For the time has come for judgement to begin at the House of God; and
it if begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the Gospel
of God?” 1 Peter 4:17

Condemnation

Zephaniah describes God as: “irritated” with the arrogant pride, corruption,
complacency, greed, deceit and mixing of pagan religions with His worship.
He condemns “idolatrous priests with the pagan priests” Zephaniah 1:4.

Characteristics of Apostasy

The characteristics of apostasy are spelt out: A failure to carefully study the
Law of God, a resistance to correction, inattentiveness to the voice of God,
failure to trust in the Lord, failure to draw near to and to seek the Lord, all
inevitably lead to corruption, pollution, rebellion, treachery, blasphemy,
apostasy and judgement.

The Wrath of God

The prophet described God’s anger as simmering and boiling, about to explode
over the heads of the proud and complacent in Jerusalem. The prophets,
priests, princes, profiteers and people of Judah are evaluated and condemned.
“Woe to her who is rebellious and polluted, to the oppressing city! She has not
obeyed His voice, she has not received correction; she has not trusted in the
Lord, she has not drawn near to her God. Her princes in her midst are roaring
lions; her judges are evening wolves that leave not a bone till morning. Her
prophets are insolent, treacherous people; her priests have polluted the
sanctuary, they have done violence to the Law.” Zephaniah 3:1-4

Disastrous Consequences of Disobedience

False teachers, false shepherds and false prophets are severely condemned. “T

will bring distress upon men, and they shall walk like blind men, because

they have sinned against the Lord; their blood shall be poured out like dust,

and their flesh like refuse. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to

deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be
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devoured by the fire of His jealousy, for He will make speedy riddance of all
those who dwell in the land.” Zephaniah 1:17,18

2. Look Around

God’s judgement is coming to every nation throughout the world. Zephaniah
identifies: in the West, Philistia, to the East, Moab and Ammon, to the South,
Egypt and Ethiopia, and to the North, Assyria. “For Gaza shall be forsaken,
and Ashkelon desolate; they shall drive out Ashdod at noonday, and Ekron shall
be uprooted. Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast... The Word of the Lord is
against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines: T will destroy yous; so there shall
be no inhabitant” Zephaniah 2:4-5. When God’s people fail to be salt and
light, the wicked deteriorate even worse. When we fail to let the earth hear
His voice the nations degenerate and judgement becomes inevitable.

Pride Comes Before Destruction

“Therefore, as I live, says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, surely Moab shall
be like Sodom, and the people of Ammon like Gomorrah - everyone with weeds
and salt pits and a perpetual desolation... This they shall have for their pride...”
Zephaniah 2:9-10. God resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble.

Strong to Smite and Strong to Save

Along with the messages of God’s judgement upon the wicked are promises
of God’s mercy for the repentant. The message of Zephaniah is that God is
strong to strike and strong to save. God is the Eternal Judge, and He is the
Mighty Saviour. “The Lord will be awesome to them, for He will reduce to
nothing all the gods of the earth; people shall worship Him, each one from
his place, indeed all the shores of the nations.” Zephaniah 2:11

God Never Fails

“The Lord is righteous in her midst, He will do no unrighteousness. Every
morning He brings His justice to light; He never fails...” Zephaniah 3:5. The
presence of God is presented as a warning to the wicked and as comfort to the
repentant. The Eternal God is all-knowing, everywhere present and all all-
powerful. He sees everything. He will search out all the wicked and make an
end of them. He will rescue, redeem and restore His repentant people.
Do not fear...the Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save, He
will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His Love, He will
rejoice over you with singing” Zephaniah 3:16-17

Characteristics of God’s People

The characteristics of God’s people are emphasised: “..A meek and humble
people, and they shall trust in the Name of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall
do no unrighteousness and speak no lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be found
in their mouth; for they shall feed their flocks...” Zephaniah 3:12-13. God’s
people are humble, faithful, righteousness, honest, people of integrity, who
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are kind to their animals. Are you humble? Are you faithful? Are you
righteous? Are you honest? Are you a person of integrity? Is your word your
bond? Do you say what you mean? Do you mean what you say? Are you
kind to God’s creatures? “Be glad and rejoice with all your heart...the Lord has
taken away your judgements...” Zephaniah 3:14-15

The Discipline of God

..My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when
you are rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges
every son whom He receives. If you endure chastening, God deals with you as
with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are
without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate
and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and
we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the
Father of Spirits and live? For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed
best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.
Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless,
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it.” Hebrews 12:5-11

Reformation and Revival

The prophecy of Zephaniah was mightily used of the Lord to inspire a great
reformation under King Josiah. 2 Chronicles 34 documents some of the bold
moves initiated by King Josiah (640-609BC). Josiah came to the throne at the
age of 8 in 640BC and he reigned for 31 years. At the age of 16 Josiah ordered
the Baal altars, on which babies had been sacrificed in Jerusalem, to be
destroyed. At age 20, he ordered all the pagan altars throughout the whole
country of Judah to be dismantled. At the age of 28, when he noticed that the
Temple of God was in bad repair, Josiah ordered it to be restored. While this
was being done someone found a copy of the Law of God in an old cupboard.
When Josiah read the Law of God he was horrified to see how far Judah had
fallen and he ordered for the Law of God to be read to all the people of the
kingdom.

National Repentance

Josiah led the nation in repentance and practical actions to reform the laws of
Judah, in accordance with the Word of God. “Then the king sent and gathered
all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. The king went up to the House of the Lord,
with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem - the priests and the
Levites, and all the people, great and small. And he read in their hearing all the
Words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the House of the
Lord. Then the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to
follow the Lord, and to keep His Commandments and His testimonies and His
statutes with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the Words of the Covenant
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that were written in this Book. And he made all who were present in Jerusalem
and Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the
Covenant of God, the God of their fathers. Thus Josiah removed all the abominations
from all the country that belonged to the children of Israel, and made all who were
present in Israel diligently serve the Lord their God. All his days they did not
depart from following the Lord God of their fathers.” 2 Chronicles 34:29-33

Idols for Destruction

“And the King commanded Hirkiah...to bring out of the Temple of the Lord all
the articles that were made for Baal, for Asherah,...and he burned them outside
of Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron...then he removed the idolatrous priests
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense on the high places...and
those who burned incense to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations,
and to all the host of heaven. And he brought out the wooden image from the
House of the Lord to the Brook Kidron outside Jerusalem and burned it...then
he tore down the ritual booths of the perverted persons that were in the House
of the Lord...also he broke down the high places at the gates...and he defiled
Topheth, which is in the valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no man might make
his son or his daughter pass through the fire to Molech...Now Josiah also took
away all the shrines of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which
the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger...he executed all the
priests of high places who were there... Moreover did Josiah put away those who
contacted mediums and spiritists, the household gods and idols, all the
abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he
might perform the Words of the Law which were written in the Book...Now
before him there was no king like him, who turned to the Lord with all his heart,
with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor
after him did any arise like him.” 2 Kings 23:4-25

Jeremiah Continued the Work of Zephaniah

Tragically, Josiah’s 31 year reign was ended prematurely, following an ill-
advised attack on the Egyptian army, which was moving to attack Assyria.
Josiah was killed in the ensuing battle and much of the good that he achieved
during his reign was undone by those who followed him. As the Judeans
drifted away from God, the Lord raised up the prophets Jeremiah and Nahum
to continue the work of Zephaniah.

Zephaniah and Revelation

There is a remarkable correlation between the writings of the prophet
Zephaniah and the Book of Revelation. Amongst the 400 allusions and
quotes from the Old Testament in the Book of Revelation, the closest
connections are with the prophets Zephaniah and Daniel. Zephaniah
describes the great Day of the Lord as: “A day of wrath...trouble and distress. ..
devastation and desolation...darkness and gloominess...” Zephaniah 1:14-16
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Discipline is Designed to Restore Us

Zephaniah reminds us that, as God’s people, we should expect God’s
discipline. But this discipline is a sign of God’s care and assures us that we are
not to be judged along with the world in eternity. Judgement begins with the
people of God, now, here, in time. We who bow to Christ in the Day of Grace
receive mercy, forgiveness, grace, undeserved favour, restoration, discipline
and deliverance.

When Will You Bow To God

Those who refuse to repent now, in the Day of Grace, when salvation is freely
available to all, will receive justice on the Day of Judgement. We can choose
to bow today in the Day of Grace, to receive mercy from the Lord our Saviour.
Or we will be forced to bow then, on the Day of Judgement, when the Day of
Grace has ended and the door to Heaven is firmly shut. Because every knee
will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. Is God your Saviour? Or your Judge?

A Call to Seek God

Zephaniah calls us to repent, now, while there is still time to seek the Lord.
“Seek the Lord, all you meek of the earth, who have upheld His justice. Seek
righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden in the Day of
the Lord’s anger.” Zephaniah 2:3

Redemptive Judgement

God will judge all wickedness. Backsliders, the apostates and His enemies
will face destruction at the hands of Almighty God. However, God will sift,
purge and purify His people, saving, delivering, redeeming, and restoring
those who humbly repent of their sins and seek Him wholeheartedly.
Zephaniah presents a message of redemptive judgement.

3. Look Ahead

A Pure Language

“For then I will restore to the peoples a pure language, that they all may call
on the Name of the Lord, to serve Him with one accord.” Zephaniah 3:9.
Language is a vehicle for communicating and expressing the truth. However,
man’s sinfulness has often corrupted and debased language in order to conceal
the truth, distort history and pervert thoughts and actions. Part of God’s
redemptive purpose is to restore a pure language, that we might correctly
divide the Word of Truth and wisely understand the signs of the times. Jesus
is the Word of God. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. In order to
effectively communicate the Gospel of Christ, making disciples of all nations,
teaching obedience to all things that the Lord has commanded, we need to
resist being conformed to this world and be transformed by the renewing of
our minds by the washing of the Word of God.
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From Beyond the Rivers of Ethiopia

In Zephaniah 3:10 we have a prophecy: “From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
My worshipers, the daughter of My dispersed ones, shall bring My offering.” This
prophecy has been fulfilled as South of the rivers of Ethiopia are remnants of
“My dispersed ones” who are bringing sacrifices of praise and obedience,
proclaiming the Gospel and sending forth missionaries throughout the
nations.

Saved to Serve

From the perspective of Judah, looking South, beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, is
referring to the southernmost part of Africa. Beyond the Nile, Congo,
Zambezi, Limpopo and Orange rivers, beginning at the southernmost tip of
Africa, in Cape Town, in 1652, dispersed children of God prayed and worked
to establish and spread the Protestant and Reformed Faith throughout the
continent of Africa, and continue to minister throughout the nations of the
world. Obedience is better than sacrifice. Christ’s last command must be our
first concern. The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.
Christ’s Great Commission must be our supreme ambition.

Jesus in Zephaniah
Jesus is Immanuel, God with us, the Mighty Saviour. “The Lord your God in
your midst, the Mighty One, will save...” Zephaniah 3:17. Judgement brings
destruction upon God’s enemies. Judgement results in the salvation of those
who trust in Christ. '

Dr. Peter Hammond
Livingstone Fellowship
P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

King Josiah reads the Law
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CHAPTER 34

HAGGAI

“And I will shake all nations, and they shall come to The Desire of all
Nations, and I will fill this Temple with glory, says The Lord of Hosts.”
Haggai 2:7

Who was Haggai?

Haggai, Zachariah and Malachi are the last of the prophetic books. They are
the post-exilic prophets. Of the sixteen OT prophets, eleven prophesied
before the Exile, two prophesied during the exile and three prophesied after
the Exile. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi ministered in the same time period
as Ezra, Nehemiah and Queen Esther. Haggai is the first prophetic voice to
be heard after the Exile to Babylon. The name Haggai means “festal one”. It
is suggested that Haggai was born on a feast day. As Haggai referred to the
glory of the first Temple (2:3), he may have been alive to see the first Temple
before it was destroyed. In that case he would be an old man in his eighties.

Historic Background

The Persian king, Cyrus, conquered Babylon in 538BC. He permitted the
displaced peoples to return to their homelands, provided that they build a
temple in which they would pray to their God on his behalf. 50 000 Judean
exiles responded and seized this opportunity to return to Judea. As they
retraced the route that would have been followed by their father Abraham,
they were led by Zerubbabel (seed of Babylon) and Joshua, the High Priest.
Zerubbabel had been born in exile and had never seen the Promised Land.
He was a surviving member of the royal line of king David. Zerubbabel was
the grandson to the last king of Judah, Jehoiachin. The name Joshua means
“God our Saviour”. Zerubbabel became governor in Judea and Joshua became
the High Priest.

Erecting an Altar

After retracing the route that Abraham took from his home town, Ur, up the
river from Babylon, their first action on returning to the Promised Land was
to raise an altar and give a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God. Most of the
Judean exiles chose to remain in Babylon where many had prospered as
merchants and moneychangers.

Overwhelming Obstacles

The exiles who returned to the land faced a hard struggle. The land had not
been cultivated for 70 years. Jerusalem was a city in ruins, with no walls of
protection. The task before them of re-cultivating the land, rebuilding their
homes and restoring the Temple was daunting. There were so few of them
and they had little in the way of resources. They also faced opposition from
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the Samaritans and Edomites. When Cyrus died and king Darius replaced
him they lost the subsidy that Cyrus had been providing to re-build the
Temple. Darius redirected the funds that had been given to returning peoples
to build temples to help finance his military campaigns.

Discouraged

The immensity of the task before the returned exiles overwhelmed them and,
discouraged, their hearts sank. After two years of building they stopped and
for fifteen years there was no further progress on the building of the Temple.
The foundations and beginnings of some low walls were a constant reminder
of the project that had been begun but not continued.

Failure

The economy in Judah suffered severe recessions. Food became scarce and
very expensive. Inflation spiralled. Droughts and disease reduced their herds
and crops. Their savings evaporated. Having returned from exile in Babylon
with high hopes of rebuilding their nation, they floundered and struggled to
survive. With the work on the Temple lying unfinished for 15 years, each
person became involved in just building his own home.

Ezra testifies of the Success of Haggai

Ezra speaks of the prophet Haggai: “The prophet Haggai and Zechariah, the
son of Iddo, prophets, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah in Jerusalem, in
the Name of the God of Israel, who was over them. So Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, rose up and began to build the House
of God, which was in Jerusalem ; and the prophets of God were with them,
helping” Ezra 5:1-2

Repent Rebuild Reform

The prophets Haggai and Zechariah were commissioned by the Lord to
command the people to repent, to rebuild the Temple, and to reform their
lives. In five messages from the Lord, Haggai exhorted the people to return
to the Lord, to repent of their sins, to renew their efforts to rebuild the House
of the Lord. He commanded them to reform their lives and restructure their
priorities in the light of eternity.

Everything has Consequences

The droughts, crop failures and economic hardships being suffered by the
people of Judah were a direct result of their misplaced priorities. National
adversity is due to national disobedience to God. God’s blessings are
conditional requiring our obedience and faithfulness. God’s purposes are
achieved through His Word. Honour God and He will bless you.
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Delayed Obedience is Disobedience

“Thus speaks The Lord of Hosts, saying: “This people says, “The time has not
come, the time that the Lord’s House should be built” Then the Word of the Lord
came by Haggai the prophet, saying, ‘Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in
your panelled houses, and this Temple to lie in ruins?’ Now therefore, thus
says The Lord of Hosts: ‘Consider your ways! You have sown much, and
bring in little; You eat, but do not have enough; You drink, but you are not
filled with drink; You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; And he who
earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag with holes. Thus says The Lord of
Hosts: ‘Consider your ways!”” Haggai 1:2-7

Do Not Settle for Less than God’s Best

God’s people were satisfied with mediocrity. They were guilty of misplaced
priorities. They had enough time to build nice houses for themselves and
even to panel them at a time when wood was scarce and expensive. But while
their houses were being decorated, God’s House was devastated.

Evaluate Your Sacrifices

The people claimed that it was not the right time to build the Temple. We can
either make a plan or we can make an excuse. We make time for that which
we think is most important. The best indicator of our priorities is what we
spend our time, talents and treasure on. True love is measured by sacrifice.
We can see how important something is by how much time, energy, effort
and investment we place into it.

Reflect and Reconsider
The prophet Haggai calls for a thoughtful response. A spiritual response.
A practical response. “Consider your ways!”

Making Excuses for Failure

The people had made excuses for their inactivity. Times were hard. The
economy was bad. Their crops had failed. The economy was depressed. They
barely had enough to eat. They did not have enough to drink. They had
inadequate clothing. Their wages seemed to dwindle as though their money
bag had holes.

The Disastrous Results of Disobedience

The Word of the Lord comes by Haggai: “You looked for much, but indeed it
came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? says The
Lord of Hosts. Because of My House that is in ruins, while every one of you
runs to his own house. Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew,
and the earth withholds its fruit. For I called for a drought on the land and
the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the
ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labour of your
hands.” Haggai 1:9-11

245



Old Testament Survey Haggai

Disobedience Leads to Adversity

The catastrophic economic afflictions which the people were suffering were
no excuse for their inactivity in God’s service. Disobedience to God’s Word
was the cause of their afflictions. What you sow is what you reap. Disobedience
leads to adversity. Delayed obedience is disobedience. The failure of God’s
people to put first things first had led to the disastrous situation they now
found themselves in.

Seek First the Kingdom of God

In the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord Jesus Christ taught: “Therefore I say to
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns; yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his
stature? So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass
of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?” or ‘What shall we drink?’” or ‘What shall we wear?” For
after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your Heavenly Father knows that
you need all these things. But seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” Matthew 6:25-33

First Things First

You will never lose out by putting God first. Duty first. First restore the altar
of your devotional life. Put first things first. Faithfulness to God is our highest
priority. Seek first the Kingdom of God and all these other things will be
added unto you. What is your highest priority? What are you devoting
most of your time to? What are you investing most of your talents into? Are
you laying up treasures in Heaven? Where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.

Ultimate Priorities

Our priorities should be God’s House, God’s people, God’s Creation, God’s
work, God’s Kingdom. The Great Commission is our supreme ambition.
Christ’s last command must be our first concern.

Abundant Life

Life is not only about staying alive and making a living, but about living right
and living for God. Jesus is the Life. He gives His people spiritual life now,
eternal life then, abundant life always.
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Inspire to Action

Haggai seeks to inform, inspire and involve the people in this great privilege
and priority of rebuilding the Temple. He motivates them and he mobilises
them to action. He educates them as to what is most important and he enlists
them in God’s service.

Indifference and Apathy are a Curse
“Shall your brethren go to war while you sit here?” Numbers 32:6

“How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the Lord God of
your fathers has given you?” Joshua 18:3

“Curse Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse its inhabitants bitterly. Because
they did not come to the help of the Lord. To the help of the Lord against the
mighty” Judges 5:23

“Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully. And cursed is he
who keeps back his sword from blood.” Jeremiah 48:10

“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: therefore pray the Lord of
the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.” Luke 10:2

“But everyone who hears these sayings of mine, and does not do them, will be
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.” Matthew 7:26

“And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself to do
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.” Luke 12:47

“Therefore, to himm who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”
James 4:17

Drought and Famine are a Judgement on Laziness and Selfishness
“Therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send against you,
in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need in everything; and He will put a
yoke of iron on your neck until He has destroyed you.” Deuteronomy 28:48

“So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, and your need like an armed
man.” Proverbs 6:11

“The Lord will not allow the righteous soul to famish, but He casts away the
desire of the wicked.” Proverbs 10:3

“The soul of a lazy man desires, and has nothing; but the soul of the diligent
shall be made rich.” Proverbs 13:4

“Laziness casts one into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger”
Proverbs 19:15

“The lazy man will not plough because of winter; he will beg during harvest and
have nothing” Proverbs 20:4
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‘A man with an evil eye hastens after riches, and does not consider that poverty
will come upon him.” Proverbs 28:22

“Behold, therefore, I stretched out My hand against you, diminished your
allotment, and gave you up to the will of those who hate you, the daughters of
the Philistines, who were ashamed of your lawless behaviour” Ezekiel 16:27

A Faithful Response

Haggai’s warnings and rebuke against selfishness, laziness, apathy and
inactivity had a powerful impact. “Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the High Priest, with all the remnant of the people,
obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as
the Lord their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the
Lord.” Haggai 1:12

The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Zerubbabel, the descendant
of David, and Joshua the High Priest, with all the remnant of God’s people,
obeyed the Word of God. They feared God and they sprang into action to
carry out His commands. Repentance is shown by decisive actions of
obedience. “You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and keep
His commandments and obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fast to
Him.” Deuteronomy 13:4

“Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and depart from evil.”
Proverbs 3:7

“Fear God and keep His Commandments. For this is man’s all.”
Ecclesiastes 12:13

Our Lord Jesus Christ taught: “And do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul, but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.” Matthew 10:28

“The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His
mercy.” Psalm 147:11

‘And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.”
Luke 1:50

“But in every nation, whoever fears Him and works for righteousness is
accepted by Him.” Acts 10:35

Discouragement and Depression

As the people began building, a discouragement seized them. The older
people, remembering the splendour of the Temple of Solomon, were greatly
disappointed. The new Temple did not measure up in any way. The foundation
was much smaller in extent. It was inferior in size. The stones were not to be
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compared with the costliness of those which Solomon had laid. Their
resources were so limited compared to what Solomon had mobilised. This
second Temple would not have any of the magnificent items that made the
first Temple so glorious. They did not have the Ark of the Covenant, or many
of the other great furnishings which had been carried off as plunder by the
Babylonians in 586BC. Pessimists dampened the enthusiasm of the builders.

The Glory of the Latter Temple Shall be Greater than the Former

“Speak now to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the High Priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying:
‘Who is left among you who saw this Temple in its former glory? And how do
you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? Yet
now be strong, Zerubbabel, says the Lord; and be strong, Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the High Priest; and be strong, all you people of the land, says the
Lord, ‘and work; for I am with you, says The Lord of Hosts. According to the
Word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit
remains among you; do not fear!’ For thus says The Lord of Hosts: ‘Once more
(it is a little while) I will shake Heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; and 1
will shake all nations, and they shall come to The Desire of All Nations, and I
will fill this Temple with glory, says The Lord of Hosts. “The silver is Mine, and
the gold is Mine, says The Lord of Hosts. “The glory of this latter Temple shall
be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I will give
peace, says The Lord of Hosts.” Haggai 2:2-9

A Message of Encouragement

The glory of this second Temple would be far greater than that of the former.
Solomon may have been a great king, but a greater than Solomon is coming.
Into this Temple that they were privileged to be building, The Desire of the
Nations, the Son of God, the Messiah, will come. The Prince of Peace will
stand and teach in this place.

Focus on the Glorious Future

Focus on the future. Better to begin small than not atall. God encourages the
political and religious leaders and the people to: be strong and work. Do not
fear. I will fill this Temple with glory. The glory of this latter Temple shall be
greater than the former. The Messiah shall come to this Temple.

Change Your Way of Thinking

Haggai challenges the people to revise their way of thinking. To recognise
that it was when they stopped putting God and His House first, that things
began to go wrong with them. God was actually causing the disasters that
they were suffering from. Everything has consequences.
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Change Your Priorities in the Light of Eternity

Haggai challenged the people to revise their priorities in the light of eternity.
To compare how much they had poured into their own homes and how little
they had invested into God’s House. Today we could challenge people to
consider how much money they invest in their cell phones, air time, Kentucky
Fried Chicken, McDonalds, Coca Colas and other luxuries compared to how
much they invest in Christian ministries and missions?

Time Talents and Treasure

How much time do you spend watching TV? Compared to how much time
do you spend studying the Word of God? How much time do you spend
reading newspapers and secular magazines versus how much time do you
spend studying Christian books and Christian publications? How much time
do you spend on secular websites and secular music versus Christian music,
Christian websites and Christian social media? What are you investing your
time, talents and treasure into? Restore your devotional life. Put first things
first. Seek first the Kingdom of God.

Building Begins

The people responded positively and returned to the task of rebuilding the
Temple. In just three and a half weeks the builders had organised and found
sufficient material to begin rebuilding.

Do Not Despise the Day of Small Beginnings

The second message came twenty seven days after they had begun building.
With morale declining as some pessimists made negative comparisons with
Solomon’s Temple, the Word of the Lord called on the people to focus on the
future and not to be depressed by humble beginnings. Though starting small,
this Temple has a more glorious future. In it The Desire of the Nations, the
Messiah, the Son of God, shall come and His glory shall outshine the Temple.

Defilement and Consecration

Haggai then focussed on issues of consecration and defilement. “Thus says
The Lord of Hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the Law, saying, ‘If one
carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread
or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?’ Then the priests answered
and said, ‘No. And Haggai said, ‘If one who is unclean because of a dead body
touches any of these, will it be unclean?” So the priests answered and said, it
shall be unclean. Then Haggai answered and said, ‘So is this people, and so is
this nation before Me, says the Lord, and so is every work of their hands; and

>

what they offer there is unclean.” Haggai 2:11-14

Beware of Defilement
If you put clean things with the dirty, do the clean things make the dirty
clean? The priests replied that what is dirty will defile the clean. So Haggai

250



Old Testament Survey Haggai

asked: If something is consecrated to the Lord and you put it with something
defiled does the consecration pass over from the consecrated to the defiled?
And the answer was ‘No.

You Must Be Sanctified

The people had the privilege to build the consecrated Temple and they needed
to be consecrated as they were completing this work. Defiled people can
make a consecrated Temple defiled in God’s sight. We are not made clean
before God because of good works that we may do. In fact, we can actually
contaminate the work of God if we do not put our lives right first. By use of
these questions and answers, the prophet Haggai showed the people where
they failed and fell short. The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul.
The Law of the Lord is the schoolmaster that leads us to Christ that we may
be justified by faith.

Why Are Our Prayers Not Answered?

By helping the people realise their sinfulness Haggai showed them why their
prayers were not being answered. They had procrastinated so long on
completing the Temple. They had failed to put the Kingdom of God first.
And now they were spoiling much of the work that they were doing because
they had not repented of their sins and made right before God. The land had
suffered from their neglect. The nation had come under a curse because of
idolatry and immorality. Their economy was depressed because their
devotion and worship with God was neglected. Consecrated work requires
consecrated workers.

From this Day I Will Bless You

“And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid
upon stone in The Temple of the Lord - since those days, when one came to a
heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to
draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty. I struck you with
blight and mildew and hail in all the labours of your hands; yet you did not turn
to Me, says the Lord. Consider now from this day forward... from the day that
the foundation of The Lord’s Temple was laid - consider it: Is the seed still in the
barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not
yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.” Haggai 2:15-19

Ezra Records the Results

“So the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered through the prophesying of
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they built and finished it,
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the
command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. Now the Temple was
finished on the third day of the month of Adar, which was in the sixth year of the
reign of King Darius. Then the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites and
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the rest of the descendants of the captivity, celebrated the dedication of this House
of God with joy. And they offered sacrifices...” Ezra 6:14-17. The next day the
people were blessed with rain, and the drought was broken.

God Will Shake the Heavens and the Earth

“Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying: ‘I will shake heaven and earth.
I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; I will destroy the strength of the Gentile
kingdoms. I will overthrow the chariots and those who ride in them; The horses
and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword of his brother. ‘In that
day, says The Lord of Hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of
Shealtiel, says the Lord, and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen
you, says The Lord of Hosts.” Haggai 2:21-23

Fulfilment in the New Testament

God oversees history. All other thrones will be overthrown. “Tremble before
Him, all the earth. The earth also was firmly established. It shall not be moved.”
1 Chronicles 16:30. But the throne of David will be occupied with the Prince
of Peace. Zerubbabel is identified in the Gospels as David’s descendant and
in the line of the Messiah. Matthew 1:12 lists Zerubbabel in the line of Joseph,
the step-father of Jesus and Luke 3:27 identifies Zerubbabel in the line of His
mother Mary. Hebrews 12:26-29 quotes from this passage in Haggai: “..
whose Voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, ‘Yet once
more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven. Now this, ‘Yet once more,
indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are
made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we
are receiving a Kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is
a consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:26-29

The Signet Ring

The signet ring (Haggai 2:23) refers to the engraved stone set in gold which,
when pressed on wax or soft clay, left an impression of the personal ensign of
the bearer. The signet ring represented the authority of the bearer, normally
a king. To affix a seal, or to fasten by sealing with the impression of a signet,
confirmed and formalised treaties, covenants, and laws. God was restoring
the royal line of David through Zerubbabel who would have the privilege of
being in the line of the Messiah Himself, the Son of David, the Prince of
Peace, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Our Lord Jesus Christ is the
Restorer of the heritage of God’s people. Christ will be the new Temple which
can never be destroyed. And those who attempted to tear Him down found
that in three days He rose from the dead. Jesus Christ is the Resurrection and
the Life, no-one comes to the Father except through Him. He has risen!
Alive forevermore! He is reigning on high and He will come to judge the
living and the dead.
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The Statue and the Stone

‘A Stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron
and clay and broke them in pieces... and the Stone became a mountain and filled
the whole earth... and it shall stand forever” Daniel 2:28-44. The Lord Jesus
Christ declared: “The Stone which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone.” Luke 20:17-18. In Lubyanka Square, in Moscow, about 900
meters north-east of Red Square, a huge statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky, the
founder of the Cheka, which later became the KGB, was erected in 1958. The
statue was directly in front of the Lubyanka, the notorious headquarters of the
KGB, wherein many Christians were interrogated, tortured and murdered. In
1991, the statue of Dzerzhinsky was toppled and removed and a simple stone
of Solovki Monastery from Solovetski Island, the prototype concentration
camp of the Soviet Union, was placed in the square where the statue of
Dzerzhinsky had once stood. The symbolism of the victory of Christ over
atheistic communism is striking. “And whoever falls on that Stone will be
broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” Matthew 21:44

God Will Crush His Enemies

Those who declare war on God will lose. God is all-knowing, everywhere
present and all-powerful. God is eternal. He is infinite. No-one can resist
His Will. God warns that He will overthrow those kingdoms that are in
resistance to Him. He will overthrow their armies. He will judge the nations.
Haggai refers to God as The Lord of Hosts. This is a Name which describes
the greatness of God. He is more powerful than any earthly nation. And
richer than every kingdom on earth combined. God demands that His people
give Him priority. He demands purity from His people. Consecrated work
needs consecrated workers. “And what agreement has the Temple of God with
idols? For you are the temple of The Living God. As God has said: T will dwell
in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
Therefore, come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do
not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” 2 Corinthians 6:16-17

Ultimate Priorities

God is in control of all things, including economic conditions. Poor harvests
are not caused by accidents of nature, or by blind fate, but by the Living God
who communicates through hardships and afflictions to teach important
spiritual measures. There can be no half measures in the service of God. We
have to put His eternal interests before our own temporal concerns. We
cannot make excuses for delaying to obey the Word of God and to fulfil His
Work. We need to review our lives to see how God may be speaking to us.
We need to prove our repentance by our actions. Even though nations are
going to be in turmoil, God who governs the affairs of nations never forgets
the individual. The Church of Christ is greater than the Temples built by
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Solomon and Zerubbabel. “Do you not know that you are the temple of God
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the Temple of God,
God will destroy him. For the Temple of God is holy, which temple you are.”

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

Christ is the Chief Cornerstone
“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
Chief Cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit” Ephesians 2:19-22

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

- ._T"!HL iy 7
Lo “?-in Jh(’;w@!? - b v

The Second Temple

254



Old Testament Survey Peter Hammond
CHAPTER 35

Zechariah

“..Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.”
Zechariah 4:6

Who was Zechariah?

Zechariah was a young priest who was also a prophet. He was the son of
Berachiah, the son of Iddo. Zechariah was the grandson of Iddo, who had
returned to Jerusalem from Exile sixteen years previously (Nehemiah 12:4-
16). Zechariah was a contemporary with the prophet Haggai. When Haggai
had been preaching for two months, and the work on rebuilding the Temple
had already started, Zechariah began his ministry.

Historic Background

Judah had been conquered. Jerusalem burned. The Temple demolished. The
people led away into captivity to Babylon (2 Kings 24-25). In 538BC, Cyrus,
the king of Persia, freed the captives from Judah to return to their land and
resettle in the land surrounding Jerusalem, to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1:1-4
and 3:1-4:5). After seventy years of Babylonian captivity, about 50,000 exiles
were permitted by king Cyrus to return to their land to rebuild the Temple.
After Cyrus, king Darius ascended the throne of Persia. However, despite his
kindly disposition toward the people in Judah, the work on the Temple
ceased. Opposition, indifference and apathy caused the work of rebuilding
the Temple to be abandoned (Ezra 4:24). Sixteen years later (Ezra 5:1-2),
Haggai, and later Zechariah, were commissioned by the Lord to command
the people to rebuild the Temple. As a result the Temple was completed four
years later, in 516BC (Ezra 6:15).

The Message of Zechariah

Zechariah is a messianic, apocalyptic message of restoration and glory.
Zechariah means ‘the Lord remembers. Written primarily to the remnant
who had returned from Exile in Babylon, Zechariah gives hope to God’s
people during a time of great difficulty, inspiring spiritual Revival by turning
people’s hearts, in repentance from their sin, to seeking the Lord. “..Thus
says the Lord of Hosts: ‘Return to Me,’ says the Lord of Hosts, and I will return
to you” Zechariah 1:3

“Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets preached, saying,
“Thus says the Lord of Hosts: Turn now from your evil ways and your evil
deeds. But they did not hear nor heed Me, says the Lord.” Zechariah 1:4

Zechariah asks: “Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, do they
live forever? Yes, surely My Words and My statutes which I commanded My
servants, the prophets, did it not overtake your fathers?” Zechariah 1:5-6.
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Zechariah uses visions, prophesies, signs, descriptions of angels and direct
words from God to deal with repentance, salvation and holy living, giving
practical guidelines for daily living.

Comparing Haggai and Zechariah

Haggai is one of the easiest of the minor prophets to understand, Zechariah
one of the hardest. Zechariah is longer than the book of Haggai. While
Haggai dealt primarily with the present and immediate problems, Zechariah
looked far into the future. While the book of Haggai covers only a period of
a few months, Zechariah was written over a number of years and spans
centuries in its vision of the future. Much of Zechariah is presented in the
form of poetry and apocalyptic visual images, symbols and word pictures.
Much of the book of Zechariah resembles the second half of Daniel and some
parts of Ezekiel. Much of Zechariah is quoted and alluded to in the book of
Revelation. The message of Haggai was straight forward: The people must
finish building the Temple and God will bless them. However, Zechariah’s
message is more complex.

The Rulers of Israel

During the 2000 years from Abraham to Jesus, for their first 500 years (from
2000 to 1500BC), the children of Israel were led by patriarchs (Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Joseph). During the next 500 years (1500 to 1000BC) they
were led by prophets (Moses to Samuel). From 1000 to 500BC they were led
by princes (or kings, such as Saul, David, Solomon...). From 500BC to the
time of Christ priests (like Ezra) led the people of Israel. However, every
kind of leadership failed. Our Lord Jesus Christ combined all these offices in
His one Person. He is our Patriarch, Prophet, Priest and King.

Rebuke and Rebellion

The prophets who served after the time of the Exile had far greater success
than the prophets before the Exile. After the Exile the people actually listened
to the prophets and did what they told them! Zechariah reminds the people
of the test of a true prophet: If what he has told you is going to happen does
not happen then you know that he is a false prophet. Prophets should be
tested. If their predictions do not come true then they must be rebuked for
misleading God’s people and misusing God’s Name. We need discernment.
Test all things. Be like the Bereans — study the Word of God daily to see if
these things are true.

Satan is the Accuser of the Brethren

Zechariah speaks of satan standing at the right hand of the high priest Joshua
to oppose him (Zechariah 3:1). When God works, we can expect the devil to
try to undermine and oppose it. Just as satan appeared in Genesis 3, in the
Garden of Eden to tempt Adam and Eve. And in the time of Job to torment
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him and tempt him to forsake God. As the devil prompted Pharaoh to order
the killing of every male Hebrew in Egypt to prevent the rising up of a
Deliverer. And as king Herod would seek to kill male babies born in
Bethlehem to murder the Messiah in the manger. So here we see satan
opposing the high priest, Joshua. Satan (in Hebrew), or diabolos in Greek,
means accuser. Joshua is described as a branch plucked from the fire. Saved
from destruction. However, although he was clothed with filthy garments,
the Lord rebuked satan and ordered Joshua’s filthy garments to be removed
from him.

“Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, ‘Take
away the filthy garments from him. And to him He said, “See, I have removed
your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.” Zechariah 3:4.
“Then the Angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, “Thus says the Lord oF
Hosrs: “If you will walk in My ways, and if you will keep My commands,
then you shall also judge My house, and likewise have charge of My courts; I
will give you places to walk among these who stand here.” Zechariah 3:6-7. By
God’s grace, Joshua, in spite of his sin, and the sins of his people, was made
clean in God’s sight. And God promised that what He had done for this one
man, He would one day do for the entire nation. “.. For behold, I am bringing
forth My Servant the Branch. For behold, the stone that I have laid before
Joshua... Behold, I will engrave its inscription, says the Lord of Hosts, and I will
remove the iniquity of that land in one day.” Zechariah 3:8-9. The engraved
inscription on stone symbolises permanence.

Discipline and Blessing

The vision of four horsemen pictures the messengers of God. God was angry
with His people for seventy years. “.. for I have spread you abroad like the
four winds of Heaven.” Zechariah 2:6. Now God is angry with the nations who
treated them so disgracefully. Zechariah’s vision of the four craftsmen
dehorning speaks of aggressors being disarmed. The man with the measuring
line depicts dramatic future expansion of Jerusalem where the city will
expand beyond its walls and its area is going to be too small for all the people
who would come and live there.

High Priest Crowned

The two olive trees described by Zechariah stand for Zerubbabel the governor
(prince) and Joshua the high priest. There was to be a dual leadership over
the land. For the first time a high priest is crowned. Never before in the
history of Israel had a king and a priest been united in one person. This
symbolised the coming of the Messiah who would not be from the line of
Aaron, or Elj, but from the line of Melchizedek, both priest and king.
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Those who Persecute God’s People Will be Dealt with by God

Those who attack God’s people will have to face the consequences from
God. “For I, says the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be
the Glory in her midst.” Zechariah 2:5. “.. for he who touches you touches the
apple of His eye.” Zechariah 2:8

The Anointed Messiah

Zechariah proclaims a vision of a seven branched golden Lampstand in the
Temple and a golden bowl filled with oil, replenishing the oil in the lamp.
“This is the Word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but
by My Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.” Zechariah 4:6. Messiah means God’s
Anointed One (Christ in Greek). The inexhaustible reservoir of God’s Holy
Spirit will pour through Christ, blessing the nations.

Let the Earth Hear His Voice

“Many nations shall be joined to the Lord in that day, and they shall become
My people. And I will dwell in your midst. Then you will know that the Lord of
Hosts has sent Me to you.” Zechariah 2:11

And the Messiah will “bring forth the capstone with shouts of ‘Grace! Grace to
it!”” Zechariah 4:7

“Then speak to him, saying, “Thus says the Lord of Hosts, saying: Behold, the
Man whose Name is The Branch! From His place He shall branch out, and He
shall build the Temple of the Lord; Yes, He shall build the Temple of the Lord. He
shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule on His Throne; So He shall be a Priest
on His Throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both... Even those
from afar shall come and build the Temple of the Lord. Then you shall know that
the Lord of Hosts has sent Me to you. And this shall come to pass if you
diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God.” Zechariah 6:12-15

“For who has despised the day of small things?... “ Zechariah 4:10. Great things
can begin very small. Be faithful in small matters. God sees. God cares. Do
all things to the glory of God.

The Flying Scroll
“Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll. And he said to
me, ‘What do you see?’ So I answered, I see a flying scroll... Then he said to me,
“This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole earth: ‘Every thief shall
be expelled... Every perjurer shall be expelled... I will send out the curse, says
the Lord of Hosts; It shall enter the house of the thief and the house of the one
who swears falsely by My Name... and consume it, with its timber and stones.”
Zechariah 5:1-4
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The Blessings of Obedience and the Curses of Disobedience

There are blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. Everything
has consequences. As laid out in the giving of the Law (Deuteronomy 28)
there are great blessings on obedience to the Word of God and tremendous
curses upon those who violate the Law of God. God will curse whoever has
been stealing or telling lies. Every promise has conditions and comes in a
context. Great blessings are promised “if you diligently obey the voice of the
Lord your God.”

Fasting and Feasting

People asked the prophet how much longer they were supposed to be
observing the two fast days and four feast days in their calendar. “Say to all
the people of the land, and to the priests: ‘When you fasted and mourned in the
fifth and seventh months during those seventy years, did you really fast for Me
- for Me? When you eat and when you drink, do you not eat and drink for
yourselves? Should you not have obeyed the Words which the Lord
proclaimed through the former prophets when Jerusalem and the cities around
it were inhabited and prosperous, and the South and the Lowland were
inhabited?” Then the Word of the Lord came to Zechariah, saying, ‘Thus says
the Lord of Hosts: ‘Execute true justice, show mercy and compassion,
everyone to his brother. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the
alien or the poor. Let none of you plan evil in his heart against his brother.”
Zechariah 7:5-10

True Fasting is Abstaining From Sin

Here Zechariah speaks in similar words to Isaiah 58. Their fasting was
actually a self-centred, empty religious ritual. What God wants us to do is
fast from dishonesty and cruelty. God wanted them to be generous and
kind, to help the helpless and to care for the needy. To execute true justice,
showing mercy and compassion. The fast that God really wants does not
involve doing without food as much as doing without sin. However, most
people would prefer to do without food rather than to forsake their sin! It
was precisely for these reasons that Jerusalem had been destroyed, the Temple
demolished and the people exiled to Babylon for seventy years. Their
selfishness and greed had condemned them. “Then the Word of the Lord of
Hosts came to me, saying, Thus says the Lord of Hosts: ‘The fast of the
fourth month, the fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the
tenth, shall be joy and gladness and cheerful feasts for the house of Judah.
Therefore love truth and peace.” Zechariah 8:18-19
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Holy Days Must Focus On God

What God wants is not holidays, but holy days. Zechariah rebukes the people
that their feasts are actually self-centred. Just concerned with food, fellowship
and fun. Their focus was not on God, His Word, His Will, His worship and
His work. Zechariah makes clear that it was because the people of Judah had
refused to listen to the Word of God and made their hearts like flint that the
wrath of God had fallen upon them and they had been scattered among the
nations and their land made desolate (Zechariah 7:11-14).

Truth and Justice

The prophet commands “.. Speak each man the truth to his neighbour; Give
judgement in your gates for truth, justice, and peace. Let none of you think
evil in your heart against your neighbour; and do not love a false oath. For all
these are things that I hate, Says the Lord.” Zechariah 8:16-17

Jesus in Zechariah
Jesus is God’s Servant, The Branch (3:8); The Good Shepherd (9:16; 11:11);
the smitten Shepherd (13:7).

The Messiah would enter Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, a colt, a foal of a
donkey: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly
and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9

Christ would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. “.. Thus the poor of the flock,
who were watching me, knew that it was the Word of the Lord. Then I said to
them, If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages;... So they weighed out for my
wages thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said to me, ‘Throw it to the potter’
- that princely price they set on Me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and
threw them into the House of the Lord for the potter” Zechariah 11:11-13.
Matthew 27:9-10 quotes from Zechariah 11:13 to apply this prophesy of the
betrayal of Christ for thirty pieces of silver to Judas Iscariot.

The Messiah’s hands would be pierced (12:10). The Messiah would be
wounded in the house of my friends (13:6).

The Messiah shall “speak peace to the nations; His dominion shall be from sea
to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.” Zechariah 9:10

The Messiah shall be “a fountain shall be opened from the house of David and
for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. It shall be in that
day, says the Lord of Hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols from the
land and they shall no longer be remembered. I will also cause the prophets and
the unclean spirits to depart from the land.” Zechariah 13:1-2
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The Cross and the Crown

In order to understand the visions of Zechariah one needs to read them in the
light of both the Cross and the Crown. Zechariah speaks of The Good
Shepherd, the suffering Shepherd. “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd,
against the Man who is My Companion, says the Lord of Hosts. ‘Strike the
Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered...” Zechariah 13:7

“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be - the Lord
is One, and His Name One.” Zechariah 14:9

“And in that day it shall be that living waters shall flow from Jerusalem...”
Zechariah 14:8

“In that day ‘Holiness To the Lord’ shall be engraved on the bells of the horses...”
Zechariah 14:20

“.. Thus the Lord my God will come, and all the saints with You.”
Zechariah 14:5

Reject False Prophets and Worthless Shepherds

False prophets are condemned: “It shall come to pass that if anyone still
prophesies, then his father and mother who begot him will say to him, You shall
not live, because you have spoken lies in the Name of the Lord.” And his father
and mother who begot him shall thrust him through when he prophesies. And it
shall be in that day that every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he
prophesies...” Zechariah 13:3-4

The prophet Zechariah speaks of a time of “confusion... madness...blindness”
Zechariah 12:4

“Woe to the worthless shepherd, who leaves the flock...” Zechariah 11:17

The Delusion of Idols

The vanity of idols is condemned: “For the idols speak delusion; the diviners
envision lies,and tell false dreams; they comfort in vain. Therefore the
people wend their way like sheep;They are in trouble because there is no
shepherd. My anger is kindled against the shepherds, and I will punish the
goatherds. For the Lord of Hosts will visit His flock...” Zechariah 10:2-3

Nations Shall Be Judged

Zechariah prophesies judgement upon the nations. “He shall pass through the
sea with affliction, and strike the waves of the sea: All the depths of the river shall
dry up. Then the pride of Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of
Egypt shall depart” Zechariah 10:11. Zechariah speaks of “the burden of the
Word of the Lord against the nations”, against Tyre and Sidon, Ashkelon,
Gaza, Akron, “a mixed race shall settle in Ashdod and I will cut off the pride of
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the Philistines. I will take away the blood from his mouth and the abominations
from between his teeth.” Zechariah 9:6-7

“Yes, many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of Hosts in
Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord.” Zechariah 8:22

Visions in Zechariah

The horns represent military power and the blacksmiths and the craftsmen,
those who will disarm the enemies of God.

The measuring line speaks of the coming expansion, prosperity and
abundance that God will bless His people with.

The filthy garments of the high priest symbolise the total depravity of man.
The removal of these filthy garments and replacement with clean garments
represents God’s grace in removing our sins and cleansing us.

The golden candle sticks symbolise the Messiah, the Light of the world.

The golden bowl the reservoir of the oil of the Holy Spirit.

The flying scroll represents the Word of God which brings curses upon the
disobedient.

The ephah born on divine wings removes wickedness from the land.

The four chariots represents God’s angels administering righteousness
throughout the earth and restraining evil.

Dismissing the Three Worthless Shepherds

In Zechariah 11:8 The Good Shepherd is described as dismissing the three
worthless shepherds in one month. I dismissed the three shepherds in one
month. My soul loathed them, and their soul also abhorred Me. Then I said, ‘I
will not feed you. Let what is dying die, and what is perishing perish. Let those
that are left eat each other’s flesh. And I took my staff, Beauty, and cut it in two,
that I might break the Covenant which I had made with all the peoples. So it
was broken on that day. Thus the poor of the flock, who were watching Me,
knew that it was the Word of the Lord.” Zechariah 11:8-11

Jesus, the Messiah, is the Good Shepherd who, in His earthly ministry
confronted the hypocrisy of the religious leaders: the priests, elders and
scribes of Judea, disowning them with scathing denunciations. The
destruction of the nation in AD70 heralded the end of the rule of the prophets,
priests and kings of Judea. Henceforth Christ alone is our Prophet, Priest
and King.

Christ Will Rule the Nations

Our Lord Jesus Christ is The Good Shepherd who was struck and wounded
for the sins of His people. He has become the Fountain to bring cleansing
from sin. The Lord will be King over the whole earth. In that day the Lord

will be the only Name and all nations shall come to Christ.
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Judgement on Jerusalem

“The burden of the Word of the Lord against Israel. Thus says the Lord, who
stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit
of man within him: ‘Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all
the surrounding peoples, when they lay siege against Judah and Jerusalem. And
it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all
peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all
nations of the earth are gathered against it.” Zechariah 12:1-3

Saved To Serve

“And it shall come to pass that just as you were a curse among the nations, O
house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you, and you shall be a blessing.
Do not fear, let your hands be strong.” Zechariah 8:13

We are saved to serve. We are blessed in order to be a blessing.

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70
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CHAPTER 36

MALACHI

“Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And
the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His Temple, even the
Messenger of the Covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming,
Says the Lord of Hosts. But who can endure the day of His coming? And who
can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire...” Malachi 3:1-2

God’s Messenger

Malachi is the last Book of the Old Testament. Malachi is the last of the twelve
minor prophets. Malachi is God’s messenger, who presents God’s last Word to
the people of the Old Covenant. For the next 400 years, there would be no
further Word from God, until the coming of John the Baptist, who was a
voice crying in the wilderness “Prepare the way for the Lord” Malachi is the
bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament.

God’s Last Word

There is more of God’s speech in Malachi than in any other of the prophetic
books. Of its 55 verses, 47 (that is 85%) are direct Words of God. The Book of
Malachi is unusual because of its dialogue style, responding to cynical
heckling with counter charges. Malachi is given in prose, not poetry,
indicating that the Lord’s love for His people was wearing thin, exhausted by
their faithlessness and backslidings. This was to be God’s last Word to the
people of Judah and the last Word in the last Book of the Old Testament is:
curse.

Who Was Malachi?

The name Malachi means: God’s Messenger. No additional information is
given concerning this prophet. We are given no details of his parents, place of
birth or occupation. It is clear that Malachi was contemporary with Ezra and
Nehemiah. In fact there are many who believe that Ezra may have been the
author of the Book of Malachi.

Dating Malachi

Malachi was written in the 5™ century BC, probably around 433BC. The
reference to the governor (1:8), confirms that the Book was written during
Persian rule. Studying the message of Malachi, it becomes clear that this
message was presented in the time period between Nehemiah’s two visits to
Jerusalem. Ezra came to Jerusalem in 458BC and Nehemiah in 445BC. In
433BC, Nehemiah returned to Persia and it was at this time that the prophecy
of Malachi was delivered to the people of Judah.
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Historic Background

A remnant had returned from Babylonian captivity in 536BC. Under the
leadership of Haggai and Zechariah, they rebuilt the Temple (520-516BC).
Then 60 years later (458BC), Ezra came to help re-establish the nation. In
445BC, Nehemiah arrived and mobilised the nation to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem. By the time of the prophecy of Malachi, it was 170 years since the
destruction of Jerusalem, 100 years since the first return from Exile. The great
Reforms and Revivals under Ezra and Nehemiah had subsided. The priests
had become lax and degenerate. The sacrifices were flawed, inferior and often
worthless. Tithes were neglected and the people of Judah had degenerated to
inter-marrying with the nations around them.

Similarities with Ezra and Nehemiah

Malachi confronts the same sins that Ezra and Nehemiah deal with. Ezra,
Nehemiah and Malachi all condemned the marrying of foreigners, neglecting
the tithe, corruption in the priesthood and desecration of the Sabbath. When
Nehemiah returned to Israel 424BC, he condemned the same sins Malachi
had described.

Neglecting the House of God and Failure to Tithe

“But during all this I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of
Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Then after certain days I
obtained leave from the king. and I came to Jerusalem and discovered the evil
that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in preparing a room for him in the courts of
the House of God. And it grieved me bitterly; therefore I threw all the household
goods of Tobiah out of the room. Then I commanded them to cleanse the rooms;
and I brought back into them the articles of the House of God, with the grain
offering and the frankincense. I also realized that the portions for the Levites
had not been given them; for each of the Levites and the singers who did the
work had gone back to his field. So I contended with the rulers, and said, ‘Why
is the House of God forsaken?” And I gathered them together and set them in
their place. Then all Judah brought the tithe of the grain and the new wine and
the oil to the storehouse.” Nehemiah 13:6-12

Desecration of the Sabbath

“Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said to them, what evil thing is
this that you do, by which you profane the Sabbath day? Did not your fathers do
thus, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Yet you
bring added wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath. So it was, at the gates
of Jerusalem, as it began to be dark before the Sabbath, that I commanded the
gates to be shut, and charged that they must not be opened till after the Sabbath.
Then I posted some of my servants at the gates, so that no burdens would be
brought in on the Sabbath day.” Nehemiah 13:17-19
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Intermarriage Condemned

“In those days I also saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon,
and Moab. And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and could
not speak the language of Judah, but spoke according to the language of one or
the other people. So I contended with them and cursed them, struck some of
them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, You shall
not give your daughters as wives to their sons, nor take their daughters for your
sons or yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? Yet among
many nations there was no king like him, who was beloved of his God; and God
made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless pagan women caused even him to
sin. Should we then hear of your doing all this great evil, transgressing
against our God by marrying pagan women?” Nehemiah 13:23-27

The Priesthood Defiled

“And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-

law of Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I drove him from me. Remember them,

O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the Covenant of the

priesthood and the Levites. Thus I cleansed them of everything pagan...”
Nehemiah 13:28-30

Ezra Rebukes the Jews

“When these things were done, the leaders came to me, saying, The people of
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the
peoples of the lands, with respect to the abominations of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians,
and the Amorites. For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for
themselves and their sons, so that the holy seed is mixed with the peoples of those
lands. Indeed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has been foremost in this trespass.
So when I heard this thing, I tore my garment and my robe, and plucked out some
of the hair of my head and beard, and sat down astonished. Then everyone who
trembled at the Words of the God of Israel assembled to me, because of the
transgression of those who had been carried away captive, and I sat astonished
until the evening sacrifice. At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; and
having torn my garment and my robe, I fell on my knees and spread out my hands
to the Lord my God. And I said: O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to
lift up my face to You, my God; for our iniquities have risen higher than our
heads, and our guilt has grown up to the heavens. Since the days of our fathers to
this day we have been very guilty, and for our iniquities we, our kings, and our
priests have been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to
captivity, to plunder, and to humiliation, as it is this day. And now for a little
while grace has been shown from the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant to
escape, and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may enlighten our eyes
and give us a measure of revival in our bondage. For we were slaves. Yet our God
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did not forsake us in our bondage; but He extended mercy to us in the sight of the
kings of Persia, to revive us, to repair the House of our God, to rebuild its ruins,
and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. And now, O our God, what shall we
say after this? For we have forsaken Your commandments, which You
commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying, The land which you are
entering to possess is an unclean land, with the uncleanness of the peoples of the
lands, with their abominations which have filled it from one end to another with
their impurity. Now therefore, do not give your daughters as wives for their
sons, nor take their daughters to your sons; and never seek their peace or
prosperity, that you may be strong and eat the good of the land, and leave it as
an inheritance to your children forever. And after all that has come upon us for
our evil deeds and for our great guilt, since You our God have punished us less
than our iniquities deserve, and have given us such deliverance as this, should we
again break Your commandments, and join in marriage with the people
committing these abominations? Would You not be angry with us until You had
consumed us, so that there would be no remnant or survivor?” Ezra 9:1-14

The Guilt of Israel

“Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, ‘You have transgressed and
have taken pagan wives, adding to the guilt of Israel.” Ezra 10:10. The Book of
Ezra concludes with a long list of the names of priests who had foreign wives
and lists the names of their sons. “All these had taken pagan wives, and some
of them had wives by whom they had children.” Ezra 10:44. The purpose of
Ezra listing those who had transgressed in mixed marriages, was plainly to
not only name and shame them, but to make clear that they were no longer
part of the Covenant people of God and to exclude their descendants from
the priesthood.

Degeneracy Leads to Disaster

The Temple had been rebuilt under the leadership of Zerubbabel. The
sacrificial system had been renewed. But now after many years a generation
had arisen who had become hard-hearted and they sank to depths of sin that
would have catastrophic consequences.

The Dialogue in Malachi

Malachi is set forth in a form of a dispute with a question and answer dialogue.
The Lord’s solemn charges against His people were frequently met by cynical
questions. As the prophecy of Malachi was presented it would appear that
there were hecklers in the crowd who argued with the prophecy. The prophecy
of Malachi is presented in a form of a law suit, by God’s advocate, posing
questions to the people based upon their defiant and rebellious complaints
and criticisms.
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Indictment
Malachi indicts the priests and the people of Judah on, at least, 6 counts of
grievous sin:

1. Repudiating and rejecting God’s love (1:2-5);
2. Refusing God the honour due our Heavenly Father and Lord and
Master (1:6 - 2:9);

3. Rejecting God’s faithfulness (2:10-16);

4. Redefining God’s righteousness (2:17 - 3:5);
5. Robbing God’s riches (3:6-12);

6. Reviling God’s grace (3:13-15).

Judgement Delivered
There are three interludes in which Malachi renders God’s judgement:

1. To the priests (2:1-9);
2. To the nation (3:1-6);
3. To the remnant (3:16 - 4:6).

Religion Without Relationship

It was a time of spiritual decline when religious observance had become
empty formality and heartless ritual. The people of Judah were plainly
disappointed, disillusioned and depressed. They despairingly asked whether
all their efforts had been worthwhile. They were attending some Temple
activities, but it was rituals without reality. There was no relationship with
Almighty God.

You Cannot Expect Maximum Blessings from Minimum Commitment
Now they were wanting to know what was the minimum amount of money
they could get away with in their offerings and what was the minimum
amount of time they needed to spend on religious observances. The priests
were casual and careless, shallow and superficial. There was a blasphemous
attitude that anything was good enough for God.

The Downward Descent of Backsliding

When one generation begins to ask why bother about God?, the next generation
asks why be good at all? Those who question whether they needed to be
faithful to God would soon be questioning whether they needed to be faithful
to their wife. As the family is the basic building block of society this led to a
breakdown of social cohesion. Along with divorces came marrying outside of
their own people.

The Last Prophecy of the Old Testament
During this time of backsliding and apostasy, Malachi comes as the last Old
Testament prophet and presents the capstone prophecy of the Old Testament.

“I have loved you, says the Lord. Yet you say, in what way have You loved us?
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Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? says the Lord. Yet Jacob I have loved; but Esau I
have hated, and laid waste his mountains and his heritage for the jackals of the
wilderness. Even though Edom has said, We have been impoverished, but we
will return and build the desolate places, Thus says the Lord of Hosts: They may
build, but I will throw down; they shall be called the Territory of Wickedness,
and the people against whom the Lord will have indignation forever. Your eyes
shall see, and you shall say, The Lord is magnified beyond the border of Israel.”

Malachi 1:1-5

Creator, King and Judge
God is the Creator in our past, the King in our present and the Judge of our
future.

God Hates Esau

In this egalitarian age, many have claimed that God loves everybody equally.
However, here we have this: “Jacob, I have loved, but Esau I have hated...” (1:2-
3). It is this very passage that is quoted in Romans 9:13. The Scripture is clear
that there are people that God hates, including Esau, who despised his
heritage so much that he married Hittite women and an Ishmaelite, and sold
his birthright for a mere plate of food. His descendants, the Edomites, became
the most intractable enemies of the people of God. After the fall of Jerusalem
in 586BC, the Edomites moved into the land and took a major part in the
looting of Jerusalem. The Edomites continued to maintain a stranglehold on
the land after the return of the Exiles, so much so, that it was an Edomite king
Herod, who was ruling the land when our Saviour was born. It was Herod
who ordered his soldiers to butcher all the babies in Bethlehem, to snuff out
the Messiah at His birth.

Those Whom God Hates

We read in Proverbs 6:16-19: “These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an
abomination to Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent
blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a
false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren.”

God Will Destroy the Works of the Wicked
The Lord says to those who hate him: “Thus says the Lord of Hosts: They may
build, but I will throw down...” (1:4)

Let the Earth Hear His Voice

For those who believed that God was obligated to protect His people, His
Temple, and His land, the Word came: “The Lord is magnified beyond the
border of Israel” (1:5)

Every Promise Has a Condition
To emphasise that one cannot claim Covenant blessings without fulfilling
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Covenant obligations, every prophet warned the people of God of the dire
consequences of violating their terms of the Covenant. The destruction of
Jerusalem and the Temple in 586BC was a devastating confirmation of that. It
is a constant emphasis throughout the Bible that we must let the earth hear
His voice. We are to proclaim God’s Word to the nations. To the ends of the
earth.

Despising God

A son honours his father, and a servant his master. If then I am the Father,
where is My honour? And if I am a Master, where is My reverence? says the Lord
of Hosts to you priests who despise My Name. Yet you say, In what way have we
despised?” Malachi 1:6. Malachi charges the priests with bringing His Name
into disrepute and dishonour. Instead of offering the best sacrifices as required
by the Law of God, they were choosing the worst. The priests were offering
blemished, blind and crippled ‘sacrifices”. They were not giving God their
best, they were giving God their left overs. “You offer defiled food on My
altar...”, “The table of the Lord is contemptable ...”, “When you offer the lame
and sick, is it not evil?” Malachi challenges them: “..Offer it then to your
governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favourably? says
the Lord of Hosts.” Malachi 1:8

You Worship in Vain

Malachi rebukes the priests with “the burden of the Lord”, asking them to
rather shut the doors to the Temple “So that you would not kindle fire on My
altar in vain. I have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of Hosts, nor will I accept
an offering from your hands.” Malachi 1:10

Deception and Defilement

“But you profane it, in that you say, the table of the Lord is defiled; and its fruit,
its food, is contemptible. You also say, Oh, what a weariness! And you sneer at
it, says the Lord of Hosts. And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the sick; Thus
you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand? says the Lord. But
cursed be the deceiver who has in his flock a male, and takes a vow, but sacrifices
to the Lord what is blemished - for I am a great King, says the Lord of Hosts, and
My Name is to be feared among the nations.” Malachi 1:12-14. The Lord
states that the Gentiles have more reverence for God than these Jews do
(1:11-14).

Cowardly Compromise for Popularity and Profit

Malachi then condemns the priests for being people-pleasers, tickling the
people’s ears with what they are itching to hear, instead of faithfully
proclaiming the Law of God. Servants of God are meant to fear God, not
please men. Because they did not fear God they had become craven cowards,
compromising and perverting the Word of God for popularity and profit.
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Lawless Levites Condemned

“And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. If you will not hear, and if
you will not take it to heart, to give glory to My Name, says the Lord of Hosts, I
will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have cursed
them already, because you do not take it to heart. Behold, I will rebuke your
descendants and spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your solemn feasts;
and one will take you away with it. Then you shall know that I have sent this
commandment to you, that My Covenant with Levi may continue, says the
Lord of Hosts. My Covenant was with him, one of life and peace, and I gave
them to him that he might fear Me; so he feared Me and was reverent before My
Name. The Law of truth was in his mouth, and injustice was not found on his
lips. He walked with Me in peace and equity, and turned many away from
iniquity. For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, and people should
seek the Law from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts. But
you have departed from the way; you have caused many to stumble at the Law.
You have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, says the Lord of Hosts. Therefore I
also have made you contemptible and base before all the people, because you
have not kept My ways but have shown partiality in the Law.” Malachi 2:1-9

People Pleasing Priests Rebuked

Those who will not take God’s Word to heart and give glory to His Name will
be cursed. “T will send a curse upon you. And I will curse your blessings. Yes, I
have cursed them already, because you do not take it to heart. Behold I will
rebuke your descendants...” A minister of God should keep knowledge and
the people of God must seek knowledge. “But you have departed from the
way; you have caused many to stumble at the Law, you have corrupted the
Covenant...” (2:8). The Lord describes these unfaithful people-pleasing
cowardly priests as “‘contemptable and base.”

The Priesthood Will Come to an End

Malachi reminds the priests that, from the time of Moses, the priests were
commanded to teach the people to fear the Lordand obey His Commandments.
If they did so then they would not have to work outside of the fulltime service
of the Lord, but they would be supported by the tithes and offerings of the
people. But now they were failing in their duties, and the people did not fear
the Lord. So they were being forced to go and work in the fields to provide for
themselves. They were already under a curse, and worse was to come. Many
of their children would die and the priesthood would come to an end.

God Hates Heartless Treachery

“Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal
treacherously with one another by profaning the Covenant of the fathers?
Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in
Israel and in Jerusalem, for Judah has profaned the Lord’s holy institution
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which He loves: He has married the daughter of a foreign god. May the Lord
cut off from the tents of Jacob the man who does this, being awake and aware,
yet who brings an offering to the Lord of Hosts! And this is the second thing you
do: You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping and crying; so
He does not regard the offering anymore, nor receive it with goodwill from
your hands. Yet you say, For what reason? Because the Lord has been witness
between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously;
yet she is your companion and your wife by Covenant. But did He not make
them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly
offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously
with the wife of his youth. For the Lord God of Israel says that He hates divorce,
for it covers one’s garment with violence, says the Lord of Hosts. Therefore take
heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.” Malachi 2:10-16

Adulterating Marriage

Judah is condemned for having dealt treacherously, profaned the Lord’s Holy
institution of marriage, by marrying the daughters of foreigners. This is
described by God as an abomination. The Lord condemns the people for
divorcing the wife of their youth and marrying foreign women.

Demographics is Destiny

Even after 400 years in Egypt, the Israelites never became Egyptians. Nor
were the people who lived in the land that was to become Israel ever to be
considered Israelites. A nation is an ethnolinguistic people-group of a shared
faith. The prophet Amos asked: “Can two walk together unless they be agreed?”
Yet the people of Judah were breaking up legitimate marriages and engaging
in illegitimate ones. Many were practising serial polygamy. Our Lord Jesus
Christ taught that consecutive polygamy amounts to adultery. God
categorically states that He hates divorce (2:16).

Doubtful Questions

“You have wearied the Lord with your words; yet you say, In what way have we
wearied Him? In that you say, Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the
Lord, and He delights in them, or, Where is the God of justice?” Malachi 2:17.
The people of Judah were so backslidden that they were questioning the
justice of God. They were accusing God of being unfair and indifferent to
whether people were good or evil.

Judgement Begins with the People of God

The Word of the Lord comes to these arrogant skeptics that the Day will come
when the Lord will put all things right. He will start by cleansing His own
Temple. Yes, God is a God of Justice and He will Judge wickedness, but He
will begin with the priests that serve Him and then with the people who claim
to be His.
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The Lord Will Come Suddenly to His Temple

“Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the
Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His Temple, even the Messenger of
the Covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, says the Lord of Hosts.
But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a
refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold and silver, that they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasant to the Lord, as in the days of
old, as in former years. And I will come near you for judgement; I will be a swift
witness against sorcerers, against adulterers, against perjurers, against those
who exploit wage earners and widows and orphans, and against those who
turn away an alien - Because they do not fear Me, says the Lord of Hosts. For I
am the Lord, I do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob.
Yet from the days of your fathers you have gone away from My ordinances and
have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of
Hosts...” Malachi 3:1-7

The Lord Will Judge the Wicked

God identifies those that He will Judge: sorcerers, adulterers, perjurers,
profiteers who exploit wage earners, widows and orphans, those who defraud
labourers of their wages, use unjust weights and measures to exploit the poor,
those who deprive the foreigner of justice. The Lord will send His messenger
who will prepare the way for Him and the Lord Himself will come suddenly,
unexpectedly, into His Temple and He will come like a refiners fire. Who will
be able to stand when He appears? “For I am the Lord, I do not change...
Return to Me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of Hosts.” (3:6-7)

You Have Stolen from God

“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, in what way have
we robbed You? In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you
have robbed Me, even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be food in My House, and try Me now in this, says the Lord of
Hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of Heaven and pour out for you
such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.” Malachi 3:8-10

Give Your First Fruits, Your Best to God

Malachi charges that the people are stealing from God. God is our Creator
and our Sovereign Lord. Everything belongs to Him. He requires the first
fruits, as an offering to acknowledge that He is the source of all good things
that we have. Practically this tithe and offering system provided for the full
time workers of the Lord and for the advance of His Kingdom. People who
rob God and cheat on their commitments should not expect blessings, but
rather curses. Here the Lord challenges the people to test Him.
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Droughts Can Be Caused By Our Failure to Honour and Obey God

This prophecy was given during a time of poor harvest and drought. “And try
Me now in this, says the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of
Heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough
to receive it” (3:10). The immediate context of this promise was rain that
would break the drought and enable such a large harvest that their storehouses
would not be able to contain the agricultural blessings.

God Loves a Cheerful Giver

The Scriptures make clear that the Lord love a cheerful giver and we are to
give out of gratitude. If you do not want to cheerfully give then the Lord is
not interested in your gift.

Slandering God

“Your words have been harsh against Me, says the Lord, yet you say, what have
we spoken against You? You have said, it is useless to serve God; what profit is it
that we have kept His ordinance, and that we have walked as mourners before
the Lord of Hosts? So now we call the proud blessed, for those who do wickedness
are raised up; they even tempt God and go free.” Malachi 3:13-15. The people
of Judah were so backslidden that they were even slandering God, claiming
that there is no point in serving God because even evil-doers prospered. In
effect they were claiming that God is not just and He does not care for those
who serve Him.

God is Not Unjust

“For God is not unjust to forget your work and labour of love which you have
shown toward His Name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” Hebrews 6:10-12

Your Labour is Not In Vain
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 15:58

Those Who Fear God Will be Remembered

The Lord states that He has a book of remembrance where those who fear
Him and meditate on His Name are written. “Then those who feared the Lord
spoke to one another, and the Lord listened and heard them; so a book of
remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord and who
meditate on His Name.” (3:16).

A Day of Division is Coming
“They shall be Mine, says the Lord of Hosts, on the day that I make them My
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jewels. And I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him. Then
you shall again discern between the righteous and the wicked, between one who
serves God and one who does not serve Him.” (3:17-18). There is a time coming
when the Lord will divide all into two categories.

There will be the righteous and the wicked,
those who serve God and those who do not serve Him.

In His Sermon on the Mount, the Lord made clear that there are two kinds of
people:

the wise and the foolish,

there are two kinds of foundation,

the rock solid certainty of the Word of God, or the sand of human effort.
There are two types of trees,

a good tree and a bad tree,

you can tell which kind of tree by what the fruit is,

whether it is good fruit, the fruit of the spirit, or bad fruit, fruit of the flesh.
There are two ways, the broad way the leads to destruction

and the narrow way that leads to life.

The Wicked Will Burn

“For behold, the Day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all
who do wickedly will be stubble. And the Day which is coming shall burn them
up, says the Lord of Hosts, that will leave them neither root nor branch.

The Righteous Will Rejoice

“But to you who fear My Name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with
healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. You
shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on
the day that I do this, says the Lord of Hosts.

Remember the Law
“Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, which I commanded him in Horeb
for all Israel, with the statutes and judgements.

Elijah Will Turn the Hearts

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the
earth with a curse.” Malachi 4:1-6

A Word of Warning and Promise

Those who are proud and wicked will be burned up on the Day of Judgement
and become like stubble. They shall be ashes under the soles of your feet.
However for those who fear the Lord, the Son of Righteousness shall arise
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with healing in His wings and you shall go out with joy and trample the
wicked under your feet.

Moses and Elijah

In the last chapter of the last Book of the Old Testament the two greatest men
in the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah, are referred to. God calls His people
to remember Moses, who gave them the Law of God and Elijah, the first
major prophet who challenged the idolatry and immorality of Israel.

One Last Chance

If the people of Judah do not listen to the message of Elijah then the land will
be struck with a curse. They would receive one last chance before the Day of
the Lord. One more prophet would come to prepare the way for the Lord.

A Time of Waiting
For over 400 years the people waited. During this time the land of Judah was
occupied by Persians, Egyptians, Syrians, Greeks, and then the Romans.

The Messenger

Finally the day of grace dawned. A man dressed like Elijah, eating locusts and
wild honey, like Elijah, came and preached a similar message to Elijah. He
called people back to wisdom and back to loving their children and their
parents. He made clear that he was not the Messiah, he was only a voice
crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord, makes paths straight,
fill every valley, level every mountain, make a straight path for the Lord.

John Was the Voice but Jesus is the Word

John the Baptist made clear that he was not worthy to untie the sandals of the
One who was coming. He, John, baptised with water, but the Messiah would
baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire. It was a great debate about whether
John the Baptist was Elijah. In Matthew 11:7-14 and Matthew 17:9-13, Jesus
identified his cousin John with Elijah. So Malachi and Matthew go side by
side. Matthew tells us how the message of Elijah came through John the
Baptist.

On the Mount of Transfiguration

At a critical point in the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus, He took His
disciples to the foot of Mount Hermon and asked them: “Who do people say
that I am?” So they said: some say John the Baptist, some Elijah and others
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. Then Jesus asked them: “But who do you say
I am?” Simon Peter responded: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living
God!” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you Simon bar Jonah, for
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in Heaven.
And I also say to you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build My
Church and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:13-
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18). Then Jesus took Peter, James and John up the mountain where he was
transfigured and behold Moses and Elijah appeared to talk with Him
(Matthew 17:1-12). While they were on the Mount of Transfiguration a bright
cloud overshadowed them and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying:
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

John Fulfilled the Prophecy of Elijah

“And His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘Why then do the scribes say that Elijah
must come first?’ Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah is coming first
and will restore all things. But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and
they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the
Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands. Then the disciples
understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist.” Matthew 17:10-13

Christ in All the Scriptures

In 1 Corinthians 10, we read that all these things were written for our
instruction. Judgement begins at the House of God. God sent His messenger,
John. The Lord Himself came into His Temple and cleansed it. All the prophets
point to Christ. Moses and Elijah pointed to Christ. Christ has come. He is
the Son of Righteousness who has arisen with healing in His wings. Christ is
the fountain who brings blessings to all the nations of the earth. Those who
bless Christ will be blessed. Those who curse Christ will be cursed. He is the
only hope for mankind. “Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises
made. He does not say, And to seeds’ as of many, but as of One, And to your
Seed, who is Christ.” Galatians 3:16. “Therefore the Law was our tutor to
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by Faith.” Galatians 3:24

Turn Your Heart

God knows all things. He sees all things. He hears our prayers. He examines
our attitudes and the motive of our heart. We must fear the Lord, love Him
and serve Him wholeheartedly. Back to God’s House! Back to God’s Word!
Back to God’s Work! Back to God’s grace!

Choose You This Day

The Old Testament ends with a warning of a curse as the New Testament
ends with a promise of God’s blessings on those who will trust and obey
Him. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free,
and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” Galatians 5:1. “Do
not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap.” Galatians 6:7

The End of an Era

Malachi’s prophecy represents the end of an era. The end of the Old Covenant.
God’s last Word for 400 years between the Old and New Testament. Malachi
has a message of love, a message of admonition and a message of judgement
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and hope. We are commanded to remember God’s love, to return to Him
and to put God to the test. Hear we see Divine love, Divine displeasure,
Divine promises and Divine victory.

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap
if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all, especially to those who are of the household of Faith.” Galatians 6:9-10

Dr. Peter Hammond

Livingstone Fellowship

P.O. Box 74

Newlands 7725

Cape Town South Africa
mission@frontline.org.za
www.livingstonefellowship.org.za

The Temple in Jerusalem
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CHRONOLOGY OF KEY EVENTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

BC

Events

Creation
Adam and Eve

3000 - 2500 Noah and the Flood

2400
2091
2066
2006
1885
1876
1526
1446
1446
1445
1445
1445

Tower of Babel

Call of Abraham
Isaac born

Jacob and Esau born
Joseph in Egypt
Israel settles in Egypt
Moses born

Ten plagues

Exodus from Egypt
Ten Commandments
Tabernacle built
Israelites numbered

1445 - 1406 Laws of Moses

1406

Joshua crosses Jordan

1406 - 1400 Promised land

conquered

1400 - 1380 Period of the elders

1380
1100
1090
1050
1043
1004
971
967 - 960
931
870
852
845
835
825
781
775

770
765
750

740
735

Rise of the Judges
Ruth the Moabite
Samson the Judge

Samuel brings transition

Saul anointed king
David becomes king
Solomon made king
Solomon’s Temple built
The kingdom divides
Elijah the prophet
Elisha begins ministry
Obadiah’s prophecy
Joash in Judah
Prophecy of Joel
Jeroboam II in Israel
Jonah preaches in
Nineveh

Prophecy of Hosea
Prophecy of Amos
Uzziah and Jotham in
Judah

Isaiah begins ministry
Micah’s prophecy

BC

723 - 721
701

650
639
635
626

621
610
604
601

597
592

588
587
586

586
584

572
562

552

542
541
539
538
536
520
516
480
465
458
444

425

Events

Israel falls to Assyria
Sennacherib invades
Judah

Nahum’s prophecy
Josiah king of Judah
Zephaniah’s prophecy
Jeremiah begins
ministry

Book of Law found
Habakkuk’s questions
Daniel taken captive
Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream

Great Deportation
Ezekiel prophecies in
exile

Jerusalem under siege
Jeremiah confined
Babylonia captures
Jerusalem

Jeremiah’s
Lamentations
Shadrach, Meshach,
Abednego stand
Ezekiel’s Temple vision
Nebuchadnezzar’s
insanity

Daniel’s apocalyptic
vision

Writing on the wall
Daniel in the lion’s den
Cyprus’ decree

Return to Jerusalem
Daniel’s last vision
Haggai and Zechariah
New Temple

Esther and Mordecai
Malachi’s Prophecy
Ezra returns from Exile
Nehemiah rebuilds the
Walls of Jerusalem
Dedication of the Wall
around Jerusalem
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PRINCIPLES for BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION

The Bible is a unique Book which must be read carefully and properly if one
wishes to understand its contents. “Interpretation requires us to become, to
the best of our abilities, part of the original audience™ . This is done by
interpreting the text literally, grammatically, historically according to its
genre, identifying personal issues, and understanding the role of the Holy
Spirit in enabling the reader to apply God’s Word.

Literal Interpretation

The first rule of Biblical interpretation is to read the Bible literally. This is the
Reformed view of Biblical interpretation. In fact, it was during the Reformation
that Dr. Martin Luther advocated the literal interpretation of Scripture’. The
Bible must be read at face value. This does not mean, however, that one will
read poetry in a literal way which ignores figures of speech. A literal
interpretation of the Scriptures does not require one to ignore analogies and
metaphors, but attention should be given to expressions and figures of speech
specific to each language™. To avoid confusion, one could think of this rule of
Biblical interpretation as “natural interpretation”. Referring to this rule as
natural interpretation would allow one to read poetry, allegories and parables
in the natural way they were intended. The Bible is the plenary (complete)
Word of God and its meaning will never change; therefore, the Scriptures
should not be over-spiritualised (that is to take Scripture out of its proper
context) nor should it be seen as mere stories (that is to take away any notion
of the supernatural). “To understand the text properly, the Bible must be
interpreted in a way that respects its intentions”"

Grammatical Interpretation

The second rule of Biblical interpretation is the grammatical approach. Sproul
writes, “The natural meaning of a passage is to be interpreted according to the
normal rules of grammar, speech, syntax and context”” While the Bible is a
Book from God, it still remains a Book or a compilation of literature. So then,
a proper understanding of Scripture would require one to identify and
understand its various forms of literature. As with any written work, there are
main clauses, verb phrases, prepositions, etc. Identifying these parts of speech
will assist in the interpretation process.

Historical Interpretation

The third approach of Biblical interpretation is observing the historical
context. This means that that those who read Scripture must keep the time in
which the Bible was written in mind and include geographical and cultural
considerations”. “Interpretation requires us to become, to the best of our
abilities, part of the original audience”. What better way to become a part of
the original audience than to research the historical context in which the
various portions of the Bible were written?

Genre

A fourth consideration to account for in Biblical interpretation is Genre. “The
Bible must be interpreted according to the type, or genre, of literature its text
falls into™. 'This should be obvious, but if one takes a literal interpretation of
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Scripture to the extreme, one could fall into error. It could cause one to read
the Scriptures in a way it was not naturally intended to be read. To be more
specific, this form of interpretation “involves the study of such things as
literary forms, figures of speech and style”™. The importance of genre analysis
is seen in the interpretation of difficult Bible passages where figures of speech
such as personification and hyperbole are being used.

Personal Issues

Approaching Scripture with personal issues is synonymous with approaching
the Bible with a certain bias. The obvious danger is that one could lose
objectivity. Personal issues and preferences can distort the Scripture, and we
may miss the real meaning because we are reading our own meanings into
the text. The Word of God is the very measure of truth; therefore, it does not
need our personal insights and experiences to remain truthful.

The Holy Spirit

When discussing one’s understanding of the Scriptures, the role of the Holy
Spiritis vital. Without Him, men will struggle in their pursuit of understanding
and applying truth. The process whereby the Holy Spirit enables believers to
read God’s Word with clarity is often called Illumination. The Apostle Paul
writes about illumination when writing to the Corinthians. He asserts that
the Spirit of God reveals spiritual truth which natural men cannot receive
“because they are spiritually discerned” 1 Corinthians 2:12-14. Because
God is infinite and man is finite, man needs the help of the Holy Spirit. Sin
has separated man from God, so we need to be renewed in order to mature
into understanding. Of course an unbeliever could very well pick up a Bible
and understand it, possibly with greater accuracy than a believer. But the
Holy Spirit enables a believer to receive the Words of God with readiness and
empowers him to apply the truth to his life. The Spirit needs to illuminate an
unbeliever by showing the sinner his unbelief, the need for an alien
righteousness, and Christ’s Atonement for sin on the Cross. A person who
has been given a new spiritual nature has the Holy Spirit who reveals the
truth of Scripture. The Holy Spirit gives the believer insights which make it
clearer and more meaningful. To clarify the difference between inspiration
and illumination: Inspiration refers to the creation or production of Scripture
through specific individuals, but illumination is for all believers™. Inspiration
has already happened, and believers can hold the inspired Word of God in
their hands, yet they need the illuminating power of the Holy Spirit to receive
its message with open hearts and eager minds.
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